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ABSTRACT
Islarnic resurgence is not a recent phenomenon. Islam possesses a long tradition
revival (Tajdid} and reform (Islah), dating from the early Islamic centuries to the present
day. It had different forms that gripped the whole Muslim world in less or more acute
form. This work identified three periods of resurgence in the history of Islam, Pre
Modern or [slamic Revivalism, Modem or Islamic Reformism and Neo-Modern or
Islamic Radicalism . Tajilastan remained part and parcel of thewr region while sharing a
historical twirl, common faith and civilization with Muslims in the rest of the world,
After passing through the period of Islamic revivalism and Islamic reformism Tajikistan
has entered its third period of Islamic resurgence and that is Islamic radicalism
This work emphasized the third phase of the Islamic resurgence. In the period of
radicalization of Islam in Tajikistan, two 1ssues must be separated, Islamic survival and
Istamnic revivalism. The Soviet period can be termed as Islamic survival, despite soviets
atheist propaganda, religion remains the major identity of the people because like every
Muslim of the world, Islam 1s part of Tajik culture.
The last ten years of the Soviet Union can be called the time of Islamic revival,
With internal there are external factors that give a new shape to the Islam in Tajikistan
and it is labeled as radical Islam, extrerne Islam, militant Islam or fundamentalists, This is
purely an external dimension and not the out growth of traditional, tolerant, and moderate
Central Asian [slam. The internal factors for the revival of Islam in Tapkistan resulted in
the acceptance of the external influence,

The post 9/11 developments are indicative of resurgence of nationalism in the



region, but in Tajikistan Islamic forces seems to have brighter prospects. since owing to
the fragmentary nature of Tajik national identity, Islam can emerge as the only stabilising
factor, ap anchor and reference to which mass mobilisation can coalesce around. While

being the member of international community, it has to rely on its nattonalistic ideslogy.
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INTROGDUCTION

Central Asia’ is a unigue region in the world in terms of its geographic location,
history, culture and civilization. Historically’ this region can be divided into three
transitional phases happening from the conquest of Arabia in the seventh century,
October Revolution 1917 and to the disintegration of Soviet Union in the twentieth
century resulted in the independence of Tajikistan — one of independent Central Asian
State. These transitional phases resulted in significant changes regarding introduction of
comumon Islamnic culture, civilization, history and its integration with ideclogy of Ummah
after the conguest of Arabia. The 1917 Gctober Revolution brought a new set of poelitical
changes that lead to Communist rule providing new identities at national levei different
from tribal religious identity, Third transitional phase ended with the independence of
Central Asian States’ These states are still trying to redefine and readjust themselves

according (o the new geo-political situation and circumstances.

Like other intemnational relations students T was also persistently involved and
observing the constant changing situation in Central Asia especially of Tajikistan, It was
only in this country that civil war erupted and catches the attention of researchers. Like
many others I also keenly discern the unfolding of the events in Tajikistan. 1t is the
present phase which stimulated me to inttiate my research in this region. It is also
predominantly the out come of debates in media, academics and public personalities

about the different dimensions of resurgence of Islam, status of nationalism,



compatibility among different isms, futwre role of Central Asia and the emerging

geopolitics of the region.

Problem

The avtonomous Soviet Socialist Republic of Tajilastan declared its independence
from the former Soviet Union (SUJ on 9% September 1991, It covers an area of 143,000
square kilometers and has a population of 6.5 raillion®, including 73% ru}f'ai population®.
It is the least urbanized state in Central Asia® with 95% of the population being Muslim.

Its neighboring countries are Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, China and Afghanistan,

The political scenaric in Tajikistan remained unsettled from the day of
independence; this resulted in political unrest, formation of rival groups, politicization of
Islam and foreign intervention ete. In the 50s ex communists refused to share power with
the opposition and civil war began. It was soon won by the former communists, who
pamed Imamali Rakhmanov as chief executive. Even then the conflicts continued,
Between 1993 and 1996 disputes flared in several regions of Tajikistan resulting in trang
national  influepce and involvement. In 1993 a multi-national force named
Commonwealth of Independent States (CI8) landed Tajikistan. The government signed &
peace agreement with the opposition due to which National Reconciliation Council
{NRC) was formed. It was to be a forum where terms for permanent peace would be

negotiated. Even after signing the peace treaty the conditions did not improve.



The civil war has been analyzed in term of its regional and ideological
background. Both these approaches are relevant but the underling factor seems to be the
wealk national identity of Tajik people. Different identities of the people of Taplkistan
make it difficult for the govermment to create unified national identity and have
minimized the prospects for national unify znd state building. After independence Islam

became the main component of the population’s self identity and national pnide of Tajik

people,

To begin with, it was by the end of the 19" century, that nationalism started
taking roots in Tajikistan. Before the revolution religion was the binding force among the
masses of the region. Soviets tried to eradicate Islam systematically and forcefully. Mass
education along with industrialization and modernization created groups which were
supported by the Soviet government. Soviet State even though provided them with legal
status but did not give them any political or decision making authority’. Nationalism
emerges only when the state exists because the problem of nationalism does not arise for

the stateless societies.

Newly born states faces lots of challenges even under best of the conditions; same
is the case for Tajikistan: first nation state status was reluctantly accepted and the
Minsk’s Agreement of December 8, 1991 destroyed any hope for preserving the Union,
Secondly Tajik leaders are not nationalist or democratic, they came to power by

defending Soviet internationalism’. There is no old leadership, ideology, adminisivative



structures etc for the new states to follow. Such situation created competition between the
traditionally dominated power and the new comers as well as between the new comers
themselves. So for Tajikistan as a new state there is no set objectives, no ideologies etc”

and the result was civil war,

In Tajikistan regional cleavages played a vital role in causing and starfing the civil
war.'” The Soviet rule resulted in various changes in Tajik Republic; formation of
national identity and exploiting the existing regional cleavages to maintain power. Under
Soviet patronage, the northern region of Khojend dominated Tajikistan’s politics'’ and
secured more benefits from the central government. Since South’s economic, political
and social development began to suffer; the groups from South became more vocal and
aggressive of Khojendi dominance in the country., Corumunists supported the north while
democratic Islamic opposition'? concentrated in the South. Major parameters to be dealt
with are: What are the emerging signs of nationalism in Tajikistan? Is nationalism going
10 be the ideclogy of masses? Why did nationalism fail in Tajikistan? On what types of

pyramids is Tajik nation going to build its nationalism?

After Independence a wave of Islamic resurgence started and isiam- became a
corunon denominator between people. They felt that Islam saved them from the process
of Russification. Tajik leaders knew that veligion is an important tool {0 question the
regime’s legitimacy. In Tajikistan Islamic revival has {0 coexist and come in terms with

another emerging trend of ethmicity.” Some analysts believe that cthnicity 18 not a



building force but it 15 religion which will bring stability because efforts by the Russians

and Soviets'? to eliminate Islam from Tajikistan were not successful.

Islam came to Central Asiz in 642 when Arab defeated the Persian Sassanid
Brmpire”. By the eighth century Islam became a dominant religion in Central Asia. The
complete Islamization of nomadic people fook several more centurie'®. During the 19
century it was thought that Sovist Muslim were cut off efficiently from developments of
ather Islamic countries. However it shouid be kept in mind that many top clerics in the
official Soviet religious establishment studied and lived in Arab cities, like Haji Akbar
Turanjonzoda, where they were exposed with Muslim thinkers and their followers,"
1979 marked a profound change in this fake solation. First Islamic Revelubon i fan
energized the forces of political Islam to a virtually unprecedented extent.® Secondly the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan brought the issues of Islamic identity and its struggle to
the door steps of the Central Asia. '*A large number of Central Asians joined the Afghan
Mujahidin’s and later brought the seeds of fundamental movements in Central Asia. It
can be said that the Soviet invasion actually brought new concept of Islam, extremists,

radicals, to the territories of the Central Asian states.

Islam is not only a faith but also a socio cultural system for the people of the
region which provides unity among people. After independence it had to exist with a new
sense of identity, nationalism. Nationalism at present gives the sense of belonging to 2

particular geographical group with its own charactenstics, language, culture, history etc.



According to some analysts™ the popularity of Islam in Central Asia is embedded in the
Communist suppression of Islam, which waited to explode. For others™ it is the
conditions like poverty, deprivation, repressive policies of the Central Asian governments
towards Islamn that resulted in the revivalism of Islam with tension, clashes and
regionalism as its outcomes, This revivalism of Islam 1s also known as radicalization of
Istam. Due to this different religious movements like Islamic Renaissance Party (IRP),
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) and Hizb-ut-Tehnr (HT) emerged in Central
Asia. Related to religion are some basic questions that are what is meant by Islamic
resurgence? Is Islamic resurgence a modemn phenomenon or has it roots in history of the
region? What are the impetuses behind such resurgence? Is it appropriate to term it
fundamentalists? At the same time many of the most fundamental questions remain
debatable: what is a radical Islam? How powerful are Islamic radicals in this area? What
are the sources, both external and internal from which they are drawing support? What
are the goals that these groups hope to achueve? And finally what will be the future of

Islam in Tajtkistan? The answers to all these questions are influenced by the political

objectives,

The question behind the rise of Islamic militancy and its popularity among the
masses has been researched and analvzed. Beside the disagreements”™ among analyst
there has been a general agreement™that the foundation of militant movements are
depend on ideological factors especially by those who interpreted Islam. It is also known

that the selection of fighters for the militant groups depend on the social and economic



conditions of the countries they are operahing in. [t iz the unfavorable social and
economic conditions which create a favorable environment for drastic ideas, A( regional
ievel the rivalry among Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Arabia to have confrol in Afghanistan
and Tajikistan has worsened the Tslamist problem.”® Not only that, the new great game
andd the war against terrorism has also blurred the phenomenon. Moreover, Tajikistan
decision to join international coalition against terrorism has been motivated by the spirit

ofnationahism and not of Islam.

After independence in Tajikistan scholars, politicians and analysis have
commented over the issues like identity crisis of a new nation, strength and weaknesses
of nationalism and the role of Islam. For some it is seen as a difficult task, for others 1t 18
Islam that act s a parameter for identity of the inhabitants.” There was time when
‘fundamentalist’ Islam became a threat to Russiz®™, while at other instance pohtical Islam
in the region has been considered as an exaggerated phenomenon’ . However in mostly
all the cazes Islam and Wationalism has been descriptive or polemic, at best scatiered
references are made either to Central Asia’s past or to nearby states such as Afghanistan
Iran and Turkey.”® With no efforts for a search for relative models in the broader Islamic

world,

Basic arguments of this research work are = that nationalism is a form of politics
whose origin lies in western liberal culture; this ideology became popular all over the

world due to a variety of factors. Now it is being challenged by a variety of



commmunitarian internationalism, one such form of communifarian internationalism is
Istamic revivalism. In Muslim world nationalism competes with Islamic Trans
nationalism which is one of the most significant phenomenons of the world, Presently
misunderstanding of Islamic communitarian internationalism is common. The word
fundamentalism is commonly used to give a negative impact to Islamic revivalism,
Muslims who wish to return to the past. It is argued here that it is 2 gross misperception.
Going through the history of Islam one finds that Islamic revivalism is not a new
phenomenon. On the other hand after independence Tajikistan entered in the club of
international community. The membership of this is based on the concept of nation-state.
However, Tajikistan faced lot of problems related to its new 1dentity: First is the reluctant
acceptance of nation state status and under such condition other factors played their role
to reassert power. Secondly Tajikistan remained part and parce! of the region and being a
part of the Ummah, shared a common faith and civilization with Muslims of the world.
Being a part of Umrmah, Tajiks also witnessed the waves of Islamic resurgence. Thirdly
both Islam and nationalism has been recurred and came in conflict with each other as
both forces are powerful and reality of the present age. Hence an effort has been made to
study the two divergent pulls and o see which of the two is likely to dominate the Tajik

society.

Islamic resurgence witnessed the first movement when Muslim Ummiah lost its
unity, internally and externaliy. The main concern of Islamiic revivalist were the decline

in religion, its survival and revitalization. The most important and significant revivalist



movement in Turkistan was the uprising of Andizhan 1898.%% Also it had influence of
Wahhabism,”! Alexander Bennigsen and Chantal Lemercier’” argued on same lines.
Second wave of Islamic resurgence appeared in the form of Islamic Reformists
that emerged in the 19" century on the structure already built by the revivalists, These
movements started as a result of European supremacy, and colomzation of the Mustim
world. The Islamic reformists in Tajikistan began to realize that their religion and society
was in a “state of decline” in comparison with Russia. They took up the scientific spirit,
positivism and faith in progress from Russian reformers.”’ At this time more emphasis
was given on the destre to come at equality with the west (Russia), without calling in to
question the religious foundation of the society. This movement was more political and
vigorous than its predecessors. Those parts of the Muslim world, where Islamic
reformists were already present, became the fertile ground for Islamic Radicalism.
Islamic Radicals reacted against modernists and tried o distinguish Islam from the West.
Radicals considered revival of Ummabh as a mean towards the establishment of a new
society where Shana would be applied. It called for “the creation of new system of
thought and a new epistemology which is free of “corrupt” western influence and is
rooted in Istam.”™ From 1950-1970 all [slamic countries underwent a change in their
economic structure, political institutions and cultural system. Now “religion was
subordinated fo nationalism, socialism, popular democracy and an excess of novel
goals.™® All the alternative ideologies were rejected by the Muslims who distanced from

the West and tried to have stronger bonds with their Islamic identity.





































































In order to understand the Islamic Radicalism, two organizations are worth mentioning.
Brotherhood of Hassai al-Banna (1906-49), Sayyid Qutb (1906-1979) and Jammaat-i-
Islami of Maulana ZAbul Ala Maududi (1903-1979). The founders of these two
organizations have their impact over the development of Islamic radical movements

throughout the Islamic world.

Hassan al-Bamna and Mawdudi, both considered the European colomalism and
western educated elite as curse for the Muslim societies. They considered .. not only a
cultural threat to Muslim societies. Westernization threatened the very identity,

independence, and viay of lfe of Muslims.”

However they were not against
modernization. They differentiated between westernization and modernization, They
maintained, “Muslims should not look t¢ western capitalism or comumunism (white or red

imperialism) but soleb- to Islam, the divinely revealed foundation of state and society.” >

Sayvid Qutab, i Egvpt, radicalized neo-Modemism. He was considered as
“aunthoritative articula;or” of this theory. He divided the Muslims community into two
camps, the party of God and the party of Satan as revealed in the Holy Quran. Thus
modern societies are either un-Islamic or anti-Islamic. To reverse the order, that is to
implement a new Islimic order Jihad (armed struggle) is obligatory. ** Sayyid Qutab’s
writings became the starting point for many radical groups. Yousef M. Choueiri divided

the Muslim countries into five categones, where Islamic radicalism found the breeding

ground,
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Islam has alwav: been misunderstood in terms of women’s riphts. cultural
development. modern ty, scientific education, philosophical concepts, democracy and
other political concegts, ete. Particularly the West porirays [slam as beilng hostile to
human rights, > In response of their objection Muslim intellectuals have tried to give
positive apswer of every criticism. *° This process resulted in the growing awareness
among the Muslims ¢n one hand and on the other it further widened the gap between
Islam and the West. The discnminating policies adopted by the West for Kashmur,
Bosnia, Chechnya, Pelestine, Iraq, lran, Taliban, forced the Muslim youth to compare
them with the policie; for Tsrael, East Taimur, India, etc. It is not only the question of
solving the dispute but the way the West reats the Muslims. This discrimination forced
not only the illiterate iasses but also the well educated Muslims to welcome the congept

the Jihad open heartedly. &

Urbanization also played a major role in Islamic resurgence. The rural communities
of the Muslim societies come 1o the cities with an aim of having better livelihood.
However, most of them experience unemployment, crimes, selfishness, corruption with
no sense of belonging and security, The only alternative they conceive is the package of
religious values, whic1 give them, hope, security, confidence and strength. They feel that
the guidance of Alleh will never let them down. Fischer™ also explains the same
phenomenon, Nationslist elites have been unable to establish their legitimacy and meet
the hopes and aspirati s of their people. > Thus, the disappointed masses of the Muslim

world turned their attention to those movements, which offered Islam as perfect solution,

36



Revolution in priat and electronic media made communication between Islamic
leaders and followers, to spread the message of Islam, much easier. 58 Religious scholars
like D, fsrar Ahmed, Dr, Zakiy Naik, utilized the modern devices to preach [slara, Thus,
knowledge of Islam reached even the Muslim villagers who seem to be no more illiterate,
ignorant, isclated anc solely dependent upon their local religious leaders to gain the
knowledge of Islam. ¥ Modem concepts of economics also provided confidence to the
Muslim world. Islami: resurgence in Muslim world, e.g. Libya, was the cutcome of the
oil wealth, which gav:: a new impetus to Muslims. This wealth increased the influence of
conservative Arab/Muslim governments. Muslim countries sought developmental
projects on one side end on the other provided financial assistance o the poorer Muslim
countries in term of uids, loans and financing Muslim institutions and parties. ® Small
segments of society tegan to fesl the uneven distrnibution of wealth, These dis-satisfied
masses turned out to be the strong supporters of Islamic movements which promised
them equal distributisn of wealth, prosperity as envisaged by Islam. 7o summarize
poverty has been contidered as the vital factor that creates the need to own religion® and

thus becomes a reason of revival of Islam in any society,

1.4 Nationalism: Neys Fdentity

The idea that zame to be termed as nationalism arose in the 18th century and has
been, since then, an e dremely powerful force in human history. During the 19th and 20th

centuries, nationalisir played a major role in redrawing the map of Europe and  gradually
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CHAPTERTWO

HISTORY OF TAJKISTAN

2.1 Location
Central Asia has a total area of four million Kilometers and a population of
more than fifty million. Borders of this region meet Russia, Iran, Afghanistan, Ching

! "I‘u:rkisi:«':m_,2

and Caspian Sea. The different names given to the region were, Turan,
Mavarg-al-Nahre, * Asia-i-Miana e, Middie Asia®, The territories currently pccupied
by Paldstan, China, Afghanistan and areas of Tibet, Mangoha and southern Siberia
were all parts of Mavara-al-Nahre.” Regarding the geographical limitation of the area
two approaches minimalist and maximalist emerged®. After the disintegration of SU
five central Asian Republics of Kirghistan, Kazakhustan, Tajikistap, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan emerged with a new identity.

Geographically Central Asia is divided in to four natural regions:

1. The Steppe Region

2. The Semi Desert Region

3, The Desert Region

4, The Mountain Region,’

Tajikistan is the smallest of the five CARs, and has an area of 143, 100 sg km.
It is located in the north-east comer of Central Asia® and Dushanbe is its capital ®
Ching, Afghamstan, Uzbekistan, Kirghizistan and Pakistan are its neighboring
countries. Tajikistan stretches from west to east, the west side mostly consists of

deserts and the east covers the mountainous ranges. 93 percent of the terilory s taken
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up by Pamir “the roof of the world”. On the north is Tien Shan, the Zerafshan, the
Hissar and the Alsi ranges are in the Southern part.’® Valieys located in the South-
west like the Vakhsh, the Kizilshi, and the Hissar are the most populated areas of
Tajikistan. They consist of 10 percentof fertile land and %0 percent accommodates

population. !

Tajikistan’s economy primarily is based on agriculture. However, it has
moved towards industrialization as well, At present the northern part comprises the
major industrial region and the southern part is used for agriculture, 1 Though the totzl
gultivable land is 7 percent of the total area, Tajikistan’s economy still depends on
agriculture which contributes nearly 40 percent of the net material prodoct and the
industrial sector contributes about 30 percent of the net material product.”® Events like
Tajik civil war, floods and earthquake weakened the economy and left Tajikistan
dependant on Russia, Uzbekistan and international community for its basic needs.” In
agricultural sector the situation is also grave. * The floods and rain not only damaged
the infrastructure’® but also left negative impast on the agricultural production and

transportation,

Tajikistan population mostly comprises of Sunni Muslims of Hanafite School,
but there are also Shite and Ismaill communities. Some traces of Zorastrism (ancient
Iranian fire worship) can also be seen.'” The national groups in Tajikistan are Tajiks
58.8 percent, Uszbeks 22.9 percent, Russiang 104 percent and others 7.9 percmfgk

Tajiks are scattered throughout the other Central Asian Republics, China and north of

Afghanistan.”
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2  Lanpuage

On the basis of language the people of Central Asia can be classified inte two groups:
1. Altaic langnages.

2. Indo-European language.

Altaic languages have three familics of languages ~ Turkic, Mongolian and
Manchu Tungusic. Turkic is the only widely spread in Central Asia and has
“contributed the former name of Turkistan, country of Turks”. “Tajik languape is an
Indo-European language of southwestern group of Iranian languages. Barthold was of
the view that earlier languages of the Central Asian franians, including the Sogdian
iterary languages, gave place fo the language which is now called Tadzhik, which
differs little from Persian”' Sogidans, an franian language is identified as the first
ianguage of the Hastern parts of the Interior Asia,® In 9™ and 10" century Persian
became the national language of the Safavids and Samanid Empires and has been
used by great poets and scholars.”® Freyman also confirmed the same view. “*The
classification of Iranic language is the following:

I, MNorth-Northwest dislects (Kurgan Tyube, West Fargana, Samarkand,

Bukhara, Khojend, Macha, Upper Zerafshan,

2. South-southwest dialects (Mountain Tajik-Kulyd, Karategin, Vakhia, Gomo -

Badakhsan, - Darvaz — Vanch, Zerafshan, Hissar,

3. Tarsi (Persian.

4, (nher (Afghanistan, Baluch, Kurd},ﬁ
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2.3 Term Tajik
The term Tajik is used to differentiate Persian speakers from the Turkic
People. It was in 1920 that Soviets used the term Tajik to associate it with a specific
nationality. Before that anyone who spoke “Tajiki or Persian™ was associated with the
same term.”® Barthold was of the view that the name Tadzhik originally meant Arab
to whom the terrn was applied by Persians, then by Turks and Chinese in the VI
century, ' The term Tajik was derived from Taz or Taj.” After the conquest of
Muslims, the term changed from its original meaning i.e. Arabic nationality and now
includes all the Muslims. The whole information about the evolution of the term Taiik
has been summarized by Shirin Akiner:
...... it 15 derived from the Arabic ibal name Taly, originally form was Tazk or
Tezik, term simply used for “Amb” in Central Asia. Later it was used for Iranian
subjects of the Amsbs in contrast to the Turks, in further broader sense, meaning all
people of Muslim faith regardless of nationality, For Russians in the 16" and 17"
centuries, the term was used in much wider sense, simply a trader from Central
Asia. Thus cormection with trade and urban way of life was so strong that until the
early 20" century the Tajiks were known as Sart: an alternative term used for the

sedentary population of Central Asia.”

In 14™ and 15" centuries Sarts, Tajik, Timurids and Persian were considered the
same. It was Babar who differentiated them on the basis of places where they
lived. **With the passage of time Tajiks were divided in to two groups plain Tajiks and

mountain Tajiks. Plain Tajiks are Dhakans and agriculturists. Galchans is a term used
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collectively for mountain Tajiks.”' It was the Sialin’s policy of nationality, which

became & basis of national identity of people of Tajikistan.

2.4  HISTORY OF PRE SOVIET TAJIKISTAN
241  Ewly History

Smee ancient times Central Asia bas been inhabited by different races and
civilizations. The original population belonged to the same race as the Persians.™ It
was in the mid 6° century BC when the Iranic speakers came to settle in the valleys of
Amu Darya and Syr Darya. Cyrus [, a Persian Monarch, founded “Cyropohs” city and
made the areas of Khoarezmn, Soghdia and Usrushana part of his empire.”” Thus it
goes without saying that the early population of this area comprised Tranic speaking
peaple.“’ Chinese, Greeks and Persians, major powers of the time, were actively

involved in the affairs of Central Asia,™

The area was conquered by Alexander the Great in 4™ gentury BC (334-13,
where he formed his empire known as Graeco Macedonia ™ This kingdom was
conquered by the Tartar tribe, that laid the foundation of Great Kushan Empire*’
which ruled the area for the next five hundred years. The period is considered as “the
Golden Age™® in ancient history of Central Asia. White Huns (Epbtalites), the new
masters of the area, were also of franian descents.”” They introduced new systems of
warfare, tribal ownership and female dresses and promoted inter and intra regional
trade.**The white Huns were driven out by the “new vasion”** of nomadic Turks in

the 67 century AD.
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2.4.2  Isiam in Tajikistan

Axabs conquest of Central Asia in 77 and 8" centuries, was considered a “land
mark” in the history of the region. They formed a state — Mavara-al-Nahre, Islam was
introduced first to the seitled population and later to the nomads. This popularized
new Arabic script, religious organizations, classical leaming, particularly that of the
ancient Greeks, architectural changes, and & new world view.” Faiths like
Christianity, Buddbism, and Zovoastrianism etc were eradicated ® And a uniform
social pattern was provided for different races of the region. Before Islam, there were
two maior sources of identity for the Central Asians:

1. Primordial des, which individuals claim by virtue of their family, common

blood and ancestry, language, age, sex efc.

2. Acquired identities, which are attained by individuals in terms of their

occupation.”

Islam replaced these identities with political identity, Ummah. With this Central
Asians remained the residents of their region shanng a commeon faith and civilization
with Muslims in the rest of the world*The first half of the 7" century proved
successful for the Muslims. * By the end of the 7" century when the Arab conquered
the area, it was divided info small states, for example, the kingdom of Samarkand,
Fargana and Khoarezm. % The areas on the Fastern bank of Amu Darya were
conquersd n the timme of Hazrat Usman. In 672 AD Pamirs, Nisa and Bakand were
conquered. These areas were 6km away from Bukhara ¥ Finally by the middle of the
g century all the lands in Central Asia, Bukhara, Samarkand, Khorasan, Tashkent,

Fargana up to the Tien Shan were conquered by the Arabs.*®
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Soon after anti Arab feelings started increasing among the Iranian population and
Turks of the region. People of Sogdian rose against Arab administrations and
requested Turks to interfere”® The most important revolt occurred in 776-83 in the
leadership of Mukanna.®* By 750 AD the Ummayads were replaced by the Abbasids,
Direct Arab rule came to an end and Turks mule in Khoarezm and Transoxiana
started.**This transition led to a real Islamization of the Turkistan including Tajikistan
{part of Turkdstan}. Culture and civilization of Islam continued to flourish.*? Abbassid
missionaries were actively involved in spreading Islam. Abdal Rabman Thn Muslim,
known as Abu Mushim won the hearts of local feudal elite and rural masses by
advocating the compromise between Islam and local belief sysism.“ This had a great
fasting impact on the natives. Besides the introduction of new religion, the area was
economically prosperous and developed due to trade activities and new agricultural
techniques. Comnnercial relations were established with Khoarezm, China, Russia and

the Muslim world.*

4.3 The Samanids: Commencment Of Nationalism

From the 9™ century to the beginning of 13" century, there was an important
period for the people of Turkistan due to the development of feudal conditions, the
aggravation of class differences, and the formation of a series of feudal siates, as well
as prolonged struggle for independence™.™® "Golden Age” for Tajik people began in
the 107 century when the foundation of Samanid dynasty was laid. Bukhara became
the capital and al! the uprisings were crushed. The Samanids, the first Muslim rulers

of Persia, were Tajiks by origin’’ The Samanid rule provided economic prosperity
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and cultural development. Bukhara, the capital city, became a centre of learming for
the Muslim world,™ Savran-gi-Hikmat, g grand library in Bukhara, became a centre of

 occurred during the Samanid’s rule. Azabic

leamning. > New Persian Renaissance
became the language of Ulema and subjects related to science, philosophy, judicial
literature etc were taught. Farsl was considered as the language of “cultnral activities”™
and was used by scholars, poets and learned men®! Ismail, in his reign sent scholars,
ulemas and poets to Samarkand and Baghdad and Bukhara® This #radition had
constructive influence over the development of Tajik culture, Tajiks became a
separate national group during this era.” They achieved separate identity from Arabs

and Turks. Arab conguest of Tajik population of Fargana, Zerafshan, Khojend and

Panjikant resulted in anti Arab activities.™

The Samanids preferred and encouraged Sunni Islam. Islamic leaders, scholars
and gazis were given a lot of respect. Bukhara at that time was known as the main
center of Islamic theology™ Turkic settlers who agreed to embrace Islam were
granted lands.*® Samanids never launched a systematic religion campaign for Turkic
nomads or others.”’ Due to the policies of Sammanids, Islam spread among the
sedentary population but did not penetrate into the steppes.. The similar period also

witnessed the rise of Turks and the decline of Sammanids.

2.4.4 The Turks: New Ethnicity
Due to nomadic attacks, the Samasid ruler kept on losing important towns, % Thus
Turkish power superseded the Iranians for the first time, for at least three centuries.

The Karakhandis, the first Turkss tribes 1o embrace [slam, were defeated by Mahrud



of Ghazni, Thus making Amu Darya the line of bifurcation between the two powers,”
the early 117 century witnessed the formation of Ghazzar Oghuz, the important Turks
ribal conglomerates. Out of 24 tribes three were the most important m the Islamic
history: Khaljis, Seljuks and Otiomans,”® All these dynasties had their impact on the
Islamic civilization and heritage. Karakitays tribes which wers nomads of Mangolian
origin and Chinese in culture and traditions were the new ethmic elements in Central

Asia.’!

With the imposition of the rule of Turks, new elements were added into the
cultural, social, economic and political life of Central Asia, Turk was referred to all
the Turkic speaking people and further divided the Parsian speaking from the Turkish
speaking, A new Turk-Islamic culture including new war techniques and warfare was
introduced. People adopted agriculture and established relations. Thus providing the
sconomic prosperity to the whole region. Interaction with the Persian speaking people
resulted in influence on the Turkic language and vis-A-vis. ™ Islam was embraced by
the majority of the tribes. Islam at that time was characterized by “Sufi Tariq”” and
holy places iike shrines and mosques were frequently visited by pilgrims from
Uszbeks, Tajiks, Turkmen etc.”* Under the Turkic rule, the Persian speaking Tajiks
played a major role in Urban affairs like ruling bureaucracy of the successive
conquerors, confrolling trade, business, markets, etc. Political changes neither

modified the profile of Tajik Islam nor interrupted the development of Iranian

culture.”
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From the conquest of Arabs till the rule of Kara Kilayas, Islam enjoved expansion
and pesctration into the corners of Central Asia. However, a Christian, Kuchloy,
overthrew the Kars Kitayes emperor in 1211 AD. He openly opposed Islam,
suppressed public prayers forced the Muslims to coovert.” This period indirectly

provided 2 sense of unity to the Muslims irrespective of Persian or Turkic origin.

4.8 The Mongol Invasien: New Etimic/Religion Elemeni

After the Arab conquest, the Mongol invasion of 13% century was considered as
second milestone in the history of Central Asia. Ghingiz Khan, the lord of nomad
Mongol subjugated the areas like Bukhara, Samarkand, Khojend, Merv, Heart,
Neshapur and other Oasis cities of Central Asia. [ntellectual life was brought to an
end. Thousands of people including men, women and infants were slaughtered. They
forced the people to pay them heavy tribute. Any opposition or uprising was savagely
suppressed.” Mongols adopted anti-Islamic policies.™ Buddhists and Christians were
in majority among the Mongol leaders. ©° As a result, Islam as state religion lost its
dominat character, Instead of state religion, it became the religion of masses. Mongol
conquest changed the balance of power between the nomad and seftled groups.
Rehind the scene this mle alse contnibuted in the development of the cultural hife of
the arca. Chaghtei {literary Turkic language) was named after Ghighiz Khan's son
Chaghtai, Descendents of Tuch: (elder son of Ghigiz Khan) provided new ethnic
clement of Islamized Turko-Mongol people-Tatar. The ideological express of

legitimacy was also provided *°
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2.4.6 The Tamurids

At the end of the 14™ century mest of the Central Asia was under the rule of
Tamerlane. His period was considered as “Golden Age” of Central Asia.®! Being a
staunch Muslim, he strengthened the Islamic traditions. He had a great respect for the
Muslim saints and built a number of mosques, dargahs and madrassahs In various
gities.” Sufi brotherhood was strengthened and Nagshbandi order was encouraged
during the Timurid dynasty.® Three kingdoms rose over the ashes of the Timurid
Empire.

1. Shaibandi in Central Asia, in corporate Bukhara, Samarkand, Bulkh, Tashkent

and Fargana.

2. Babar laid the foundation of Mughal Empire in Delhi and Agra,
Safavid dynasty in Iran and Khurasan.®

The defeat of Timurid successors by Uzbek Shaibanid,® resulted in the downfall
of the Persian and Tapik influence in the region. Shaibandi dynasty was also a “great
period” in the history of Central Asia. Shatbandi contributed, not only o the Central
Asian cultural and intellectual activities but also to the Mughal and Safavids territory.
As a consequence, both Persian and Turkish Iiterature developed. Education was
widespread and few madrassahs were opened. The fame of Bukhara rose o its peak.

Uzbeks left nomadism and became agriculwurists, ™

Commerce and trade also
developed during the same pertod. However, like other Muslim rulers, Shaibanid
hardly made any progress in science and technology.y’ By and by, Sahiabandi’s rule

weakened and area was passed to Jamid rulers and then to Mangits tribe ™ Afier

Shaibandi till the coming of the Russians no ruler or dynasty could hold paramount
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control in Central Asia. By the time the Russians entered the region, the people of

Central Asia had completed the process of their ethnic and political formation.”

By the mid of 18" century, the Uzbek Khanate was divided into different
independent states, such as, Bukhara, Khiva, Kkokend, Gissar and Badakhshan.
However, all of these were at war with one other. Under Uzbek rule, the Tajiks,
dispersed throughout the many principalities in the area. In the mountains, they
formed semiautonomous groups and paid tribute to the Bukhara emirate. ** Khanates
Bukhars, Khiva and Khokand shared certain common traits, They all acknowledged
Suni orthodoxy. The population was well settled, shariat was practiced and all their
traditions and practices all held Islamic flavour.’’ Still the concept of nationalism was

not found

2.4.7 Russian Invasion: We Vs Them

Russian expansion in Asia falls into three phases.”® During the first phase, from the
Urals to the Pacific, only primitive tribes wese overrun by Russian settlers. In the
second phase, was covered the steppe region The third phase started when Bukbara,
Khiva and Khokand lost the buffer zone, Kazakhistan, and came in direct contact with

Russia, 1t started in 1855 and ended with the battle of Gokiepe in 1881,

Tajiks, Uzbeks and some Old Turkic groups showed more adherences to their
families, clans and tribes with no concept of nationalism. Consequently between
khanates there was constant wars that hampered any development in the figld of

culture and politics. To Geoffrey Wheeler all this indicated one thing and that is the
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non existence of the concept of modern nation states with no national consciousness.”

Under such conditions they offered an easy pray to the Russians.

Khanate of Bukhara also occupied the area of the modern Uzbekistan
including parts of Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan. The Bukhara Emirate
was founded by the Magnot dynasty in 1753°% and had an estimated population of 2
to 3 million in the beginning of the 19° Centurv.” There were one half being Uzbeks,
one third Tajiks and one tenth Turkmen. The majority of the population cbserved
strict Sunni orthedoxy.*® Emir of Bukhara with the help of 40,000 mullbhas declared
holy war against the Russian, but that also could not save him. Russians occupied
Chimkent and Tashkent in 1865, Khojend in 1866, Zerafshan valley and Samarkand
(northermn par of Tajikistan) in 1868, They also forced Bukhara to accept their
protectorate,®’ The Khanate of Khiva, was located on the south of Aral Sea” It
occupied the present day territory of Turkmen, Kazakh and Karakalpak, Khan of
Khiva was forced to sign a peace ireaty { See appendix ) with Russia in 18737 The
Khanate of Khokand came into existence in 1798'%%. In 1884 Turkmen were

subjugated by Russians.'”

When the Russian advancement reached the boundaries of Afghanistan and
Persia, it alarmed the British who considered the area as their “sphere of influence”,
However they carefully evaluated the situation and came to the conclusion that it was
not feasible for the Russians or for the Bntish to wage war against sach other (See
appendix}). On the Russian proposal, a joint delimitation of the Afghan frontier was

decided. Hritain retammed the access to Pamirs in 1893 It left soghnan, Rushan, part of



Vakhan or more specifically the Pamirs west of the Sarykal range and north of the
river Panj, under Russian influence, All these linked with Bukhara protectorate.'”
This area was later given the name Gom-Badakhshan. After completing the invasion,
Russians organized the area into two general Governorship: Steppe Region and
Turkistan. Turkistan was divided into five regions of Syr-Darya, Fargana, Samarkand,
Senirechge and Transcapian. Khiva and Bukhara retained the status of Protectorate,'”
This territorial organization continued until 1917 revolution, Russians decided not to
interfers in the affairs of the locals'™ In Turkistan and steppe region local
government, tradition, customs, laws, law courts, social organizations et were left
just as they were and Islam was recognized as the faith of the Central Asians, The
shariat and Adat were retained.'”™ The architect of this policy was General Von
Kaufaman, ' He believed that it was Islam alone that could unite the people. ' But

tater on Russians changed thig policy.

Serfdom was abolished m 1861 m Russia. As a result, Russian needed land for
the settlements of their people. In 1891 Tsarist authorities occupied surplus land in
Kazakh and Kirghizia (0asis were thickly populated).'® Natives were forced to move
into less desirable areas that resulted in conflicts betweaen the natives and new comers.
Russians who considered themselves as the “representative of Europesan civilization
and Superior to natives'™ mied to make the area as Russian dependency’'” The local
people considered Russians as infruders and enemies of Islam.”"! Out of all the popular
uprisings'"*, the most important and significant was the revolt of Andizhan by
Muhammad Ali. Sufi brothethood of Nagshbanid in 1898 declared holy war with 200

followers. Through s military success, he anticipated to provoke the population of
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Tashkent and Samarkand, reestablish the Khanate, and rush onto the conguest of Dar-

ul Islam.'™ The revolt was crushed down by the Russians. The consequences of the

uprising were manifold.

1.

2.

It indicated that the natives had challenged the Russian policy in Central Asia.
The policy of ignoring [slam was seriously corndemned,

Several villages were destroyed and Russian settlers were allotied the well
imgated lands.

The military administrative power over the local hierarchies was increased.
huslims educational institutions, maktabs and madrassahs were brought under
the government control,

Russian language and culture were introduced to the local elite. The mam
obiective behind this policy was fo keep the elite away from the religious
leaders and expose them to the moderm Russia. '

Russian gave birth o the nationalist feeling, which previously didn’t exist.
This embryonic nationalism pradually began to replace the older loyalties and

sense of separateness from their masters prevailed in every aspect.

4.7 Jadid Movement: Islamic Reformists

As explained previcusly the colonization of the Muslim world resulted in the

emergence of modernists who encouraged the Muslims to follow the West in every

field of life. Central Asia was also influenced by the modernists like Jamal-ud-din

Afgham (1838-97, Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Mok Abduh, Rashid Rida, Allama Ighal

{(see chapter 1). Jadids or Islamic reformers was the movement that started in the

Muslim part of the Russian Empire.’” In Central Asia Ahmed Mahdum, the
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contemporary of Jamal-ud-din Afghani (1827-1897) was considered as the first
westernizer in Central Asia.''® He was impressed by western development, education,

intelligentsia, etc. He returned from Petersburg with new ideas and liberal thoughts.!”?

Ismail Bey Gasprinsky (1851-1914), the founder of Jadid Movement was a
Tatar Mushim of Crimea. He brought new liberal ideas to Central Asia. Initially the
movernent was 1elated to educational {ield but with the passage of time cultural
autonomy, representative government and opposition to the feudal and clerical system
became their main slogans. | Gasprinsky introduced Usual Jadid schools that started
& conflict between Jadids and the supporter of Usul Kadim.'” Gasprinsky’s
principles, the unity of language, mind and action,'™ laid the foundation of Pan
Turkism and Islamism in the region. Unity of language proved 10 be as an indicator of
awareness for Tajik nationalism, By unity of language, he insisted on the study of
Turkish language in Muslim schools. He imported modern Turkish text books from

Turkey and tried to replace them with Old Persian textbooks of Arabic grammar.'™

If we critically examine the Jadid movement, we find that it contributed
towards the Mushim renaissance. The modern, western educated Muslims accepted the

fundamentals of Islam and advocated that Islam is neither against modemnization and

122

it is not anti scientisits *© The attempt by Jadids to transform traditional literary

culture'**provided a solid ground for the Pan-Turkism ideology. This ideology laid
the foundation for the unity among the Muslims. Educational reforms™* gave the

Muslims confidence throughout the world. Many educated Muslims got recognition



and admiration throughout the world. These individuals also provided platform for the

future unity among the Muslims.

This movement had its impact on all aspects of life. This was the time, when
Muslim world was colonized by the West and individuals well equipped with modem
education lead the nationalist movements and sought liberation from the colonized
masters. For Muslim leaders and thinkers the best way of recovering the lost power
and prestige was the political revival that could be achieved by hamessing the Muslim
society with political awareness and institutions of the modem age. Reformists and
liberals believed that peaceful coexistence and cooperation with Russia could prove

fruithul results for Islam and the Muslim world.'®

Meanwhile, the defeat of Russians in the Japanese war and revolution of 1905
gave the Muslime further confidence and they tried to organize themselves
politically.’®® The newspapers and periodicals published in Central Asia by Jadids
were stepping-stone in spreading the revolutionary and modern idea. The pewspapers
from the neighboring countries gave the people a new sense of unity and direction.

However, in 1908 publications of southern Central Asian Jadid newspapers ceased, '™

In Bukharas the Jadid movement started much later. Intellectuals of this
movements faced the problem of text books in Tajik language. In order to solve the
problem they formed Union of Holy Bukhara and 5. Alnt wrote fist Tajik text
book '™ But the situation was deteriorated when it was made compulsory for the

teachers to be of the same ethnic groups to which their pupils belonged and prohibited

44



Tatars from opening or teaching in any reformed school. As a solution Jadid's
founded Jamiyat-i-Tarbiva-i-Atfal, Marifat, and Barakat.'” So as to popularize the
liberal ideas. ¥ Meanwhile threatened by the popularity of Jadids, Emir of Bukhara
closed all the Jadid schools and many teachers were deported to Eastern Bukbara,

Eaﬁ

Russia and even to Istanbul.”’ Those who were deported to Turkey were impressed

by Young Turks Movement in 1905 and founded the Young Bukharans, they saw

Turkey as a modet for a modern Muslim state, '

World War I had adverse effect on the economy of Turkestan'™

However it did
provide a sense of unity to the Muslims. Muslims at first supported Tsars against
(Germany and Austria but their unity was disrupted when Turkey declared war against
Russia.”*® The situation was worsened by the Imperial Decree of June 23, 1916 that
caused resistance and revolt in various cities.™® It was suppressed by the Russian
army.' Jadids though supported resistance did not take any active part in the 1916

revolt that failed io be significant for the Muslim masses and leaders except further

widening the gap of we vs they.

2.5  HISTORY OF SOVIET TAJIKISTAN

In 1917"%, the Russian Central Asia, consisted of the Emirate of Bukhara,
Khanate of Khiva and Governor Generat of Turkistan. For locals the downfall of
Tsars was attached new hopes and aspirations.'”® Muslim organizations became
active and the Muslim Council dominated by the Jadids and Ulema Jemyeti, a

conservative organization, convened First Regional Musiim Congress in Tashkent and

demanded return of 21l confiscated Lands and creation of National Center.'™ Muslim
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nationalists called Muslim Congress'®!

and put forward their demands. Tajik clan
fcaders played a prominent role in the first conference of the Ittefaq ul Mushiroeen that
was held in Khokand in November 1917. The conference set up a provisional
Khokand Autonomous Republic and demanded the promulgation of shariat and the

orivate ownership of land.'®

At this point, there was no demand or declaration of
independence from Russia, This showed that Tajiks as a group had litle sense of
national identity, The demands were rejecied by the Bolsheviks and Khokand city was
attacked. The dismissal of Khokand government gave rise to the Bashmachi
movement. By 1918 the northern part of Tajikistan were mcluded i Turkistan
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (ASSR) while the Eastern part was under the

control of Emir of Bukhara, In March 1918 Internal coup and Military attack was

averted.'® Bolshevks recognized the independence of the Bukhara Khanate

2.5.1 Basmachi Movement: Islamic Netionalists

Basmachi derived from the Turlash verb “Basmak” means to “press, oppress
or violate”, In Uzbek language it means “bandit, robbar or violator” ™ It was
considered synonymous with nationalism, Islam and nationalist rebels.'**The death of
Khokand governrnent was considered as the main cause of the movement, which gave
nse to the national consciousness. But there were other causes too i.e. famine and
economic crises.’™ Land policy, when the land was taken away from natives and
distributed among the Russian and Ukrainian settlers, was another cause. The
difficult living conditions, lack of personal security, and representatives of power with
no political frame work'?’ are some of the factors responsible for the Basmachi as a

natural phenomenon. Out of all these the most important one was the decree of the
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Council of the People’s Commissars of the RSFSR, on 23™ June 1918, According

church was separated from state, and all religious organizations were nationalized,

Mosques wers demolished and Mullahs were shot dead. In such plight Muslims found

Basmachi as centrifugal force to rely around'*®

The Basmachi struggle may be divided into four phases.**

1.

2

3

The first phase started in January 1918 and lasted up till November 191%. The
revolt started in Fargana, under the leadership of Madanin (Muhammad Amin)
whom an Afghan delegation promised arms and financial help, Meanwhile in
the beginning of 1919 Irgash, a conservative, proclaimed himself as Amir-ul-
Muslimin. Irgash who was defeated made peace with Soviet authorities and
didn’t interfere with Madanin.'™

Turkistan Comnussion under the command of General Frunze, was considered
a5 the second phase that began for the movement. General Frunze launched a

mew policy of cooperation,”’

Soviet authorities made peace offers to
Basmachi leader which included:

a. The right to retain their territory, arms and troops.

b. No Soviet organizations would be to set up in Basmachi territory.

¢. EHach Basmachi was to enjoy the status of Soviet Brigade

commander, '*2

Basmachi leaders accepted the offer and by 1921 Soviet forces got hoid of the

Farpgapa valley. Reconciliatory policy was adopted for the Muslims, Closed mosques

were meopened and shariat courts were reestablished. Friday was declared as holiday
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and religious schools were restarted. This helped govemment to win the support of

clergy and intelligentsia, '

3. When Red Army attacked Bukhara in 1'920"* the third phase began. Emir

Said Al fled to eastern Bukhara, and Kabul and tried to regroup his troopa.

Peopie’s Soviet Republic was established in Bukhara in October 1920, With the
belp of Jadids and Young Bukharans, a program adopted by the government was on

nationalistic lines’™

A treaty of military, political and economic cooperation was
signed between Moscow and Bukharan government.'**During the same time
Basmachi moverment revived again, Young Bukharan with the assistance of the Red
Army turned their atlention towards Eastern Bukhara and in February 1921 occupied
it."™" At this time the Khivan government was transformed in to Soviet Republic, this
mncident intensified the Muslm nationalist resistance in Bukhara. The Bukharan
ieaders along with their supporters jomed the Basmachis. Eastern Bukhara became
headquarter of the Basmachis and different Basmachis from Turkustan gathered and
organized “United Committee for Nationa! Liberation of Central Asia”.*® The Young
Bukharan govermment signed a treaty with the Basmachi leaders, Russians refused to
accept this ireaty. In September 1921 Hasmachis were able to oust the Russian troops

from Dushanbe and gained control over the towns of Wamangan, Mergela and

Anidjan,'®?

The final, phase of the Basmachi movement started in October 1921, with the

L6

arrival of Haver Pasha. '™ To calm down the sifuation Lenin decided fo send Brnver to
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Fast of Bukhara which he accepted due to his persopal ambitions.'® In Bukhara
Enver met various groups,’™ and became aware of the situation of famine, mayhem of
Red Army, political disorder. He finally decided to join the Basmachi (See appendix).
Ahmed Rashid'® js also of the view that the entire condition of the area forced the

Enver to join the opposite side

Enver was appointed as the comumander in chief and was given the title of
Savior of Islam'®, “Muslim of the World Unite”, was the Enver's slogan against the
commurdst slogan “Workers of the World Unite”. ' By 1922 his forces occupied the
whole of the Fastern Bukhara, including Dushanbe,'® The struggle of all Muskims

and the creation of a Central Asian Muslim state™

aimed at uniting the Basmach
groups. However, there developed clashes between Enver and Ibrahim Bek,
commander-in-Chief of Emir army.'™® This cause great hurdle for the movement,
Soviets took the advantage of the disunity and captured Denan, Dushanbe, Kurgan
Tyube, Kulysb and Bopldzhan,'® Enver forces retreated in Beljuvan near the Afghan
border. He was caught up by the Red Army and died like a hero's death on 8" August
§§22,§?§Althcug§§ officially, the movement ended in 1924 but it continued for several

vears as thousands of Tajk Basmachis went underground or took refuge in

Afghanistan to became active later on

Although Basmachi movement lost its vitality due to disunity of its leaders,
but it provided a sense of oneness to the Muslims. During this movement lols of
heroes came to Lme light and became the symbol of nationalism and independence.

Due to this movement Stalin never trusted the communist part of Tajikistan and
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constantly accused ifs leaders of being in contact with the British.!”’ Tajikistan
gconomic and cuiltural development was constantly tgnored. Thus a new period started
in the history of the Muslims of Central Asia including Tajikistan. Soviet authorities
took advantage of this situation and introduced series of important reforms, However
the fundamental aim remained the transformation of Central Asia by a supposedly
superior Russian model.’™ Foreign culture could dominate, assimilate and socialize
Russian Muslims.'™ From 1921 11 the disintegration of Soviet Union, the history of

Soviet Tajikistan can be divided into following periods,

252 Eoreairatsiva Period (1921-1927)

During this time period the Soviet adopted the policy of nativization which
would help in disarming the Basmachis and creating good will fowards the Soviets,
To achieve this end, their attitude towards Islam changed. Lands confiscated by the
government were returned to the Muslims, religicus schools reopened, shamat courts
allowed to fupction and Muslims were included in the political frame work.”™ The
president of Turkistan Central Committee and the president of Fargana Revolutionary
Commifttee were both Muslims and thus the representation of Turkistan in Moscow

was enjoved by Muslims.'™

The 1922 constitutions of Bukhara and Khoarezm
Republics provided religious, political and cultural rights to all Muslims and they

were citizens treated with full rights, '’

Soon afler tackling the administrative issues of the Muslim regions, the
government changed its policy, The traditional courts were not allowed to take any

criminal or civil case. By 1927 Muslim and customary laws were prohibited and only
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17 and 11 traditional courts remained in Uzbekistan and Turlomenistan respectively,'”’
Related closely to religious reforms was the Lenin’s New Econgmic policy'™ which
improved the economic status of the masses. In November 1923, Central Asatic
economic Council was formed to integrate the whole economy, agriculture, frmigation,

communication, transportation and monetary systermn in Russian government. 1"

The leniency in religious and economic policies bore positive results for the
Soviets as the Muslims started to consider them their friends. This resulted m the
down fall of the Basmachi movement and they lost 3500 men in Fargana valley,'™
Still the movement continued and dunng 1923 and 1924 Matcha, Darvaz and

Kamtegﬁn,m

in Fast Bukhara, remained the major base of Basmachis, The
consolidation of Soviet power began with the armval of Turkistan Commission in
Tashken, This commission drafied the constitution for the Republic of Turkistan but
was rejected by Moscow.'™ The new constitution was adopted in 1920."% While the
Soviet administration in Central Asia was recognized with the adaptation of the first
Soviet federal constitution i 1924'® which was federal in form and socialist in

character. The recognition came to be known as National Delimutation based on the

criteria of unity of language, territory, economy and historical and cultural traditions.

Wew political units were created i.e. two socialist Republics, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan were estabiished and three autonomous Soviet Socialist Republics,
Kazakh, Kirghiz and Tajiks, on lower administrative levels were created.'®® Tajikistan
ASSR includes all parts of eastern Bukhara, parts of Samarkand, Fargana province

and Pamirs, In 1925, Pamirs gained autonomy as the Gomo-Badakhshan Avtonomous
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oblast with its capital at Khorog and on 15 Qctober 1929, Tajik Soviet Socialist
Republic was created.'™ Dushanbe was declared as Republic’s capital. Thus “on the
ruins of the ancient community of Turkistan which was more religious than national,
rose nations in the modern sense.'”’ The creation of Tajikistan, as a separate state, was
a political move both nationally and internationatly and served as a frontier between
USSR, Afghanistan and China. Stalin considered it as an exemplary communist state

124

for the couniries in the Egst’™ The international significance of the formation of

Tajikistan was expressed in 1964 in official Tajik history.'®

Due to the famine Basmachi movement once again became active. The
government and Communist Party of Tajikistan organized repression campaign, As a
result people lost faith in their victory and withheld their support.'™ By the end of
1926 in Centra} and southern Tajikistan the movement was Hquidated.””' The base of
the new community was the concept of “New Soviet Man” and “a Soviet Saciety”’?z
Every nationality will be loyal o the Soviet State — believing in the same declogy,
adhere to the same leaders and the same Soviet identity.”’ New concepts were o be
introduced m education, economy, politics and culture. Out of all these the best
method was educational institutions. The religious institutions were bamed and
government schools started to gain more importance. From now onward the religious

education was prohibited, '™

Strong emphasis was placed over the education of local
cadres but still the Russians held the control, 1t has been observed that from 1920-
1921, within one vear, 400 Russian officials to work in the government sector arrived

in Central Asia.' Russian influx changed the ethnic composition of Tajik party

organtzation.'”® To overcome the problem,, short courses in the fleld of education,
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internal affairs and health, some personal were sent to Uzbekistan for training.™” Still

the key posts of the party’s were retained by Russians.

2.5.3  Assault Period (1927-1%41)

Korenisatsila policy was adopted during the early vears of Soviet rule, but that
was tactical and temporary. New period considered Islam as a danger for the
regime'™  and offensive was mounted on three fronts. The frontal attack began on
Islam as a religion and traditional belicfs. Islam was a whimsical, ¢rroneous and anti
scientific faith.’®® Ulema and Istamic scholars were kept in prison or detained on the
charges of corruption, bribery, theft and in a nutshell were labeled as bad
shepherds™. Shariat and Adat courts were closed down. Mosques were desecrated
and tummed commercial areas™. This was followed by the closure of 15,000
madrassahs across Central Asig™, In 1934 government prohibited Muslims from
performing Haj and ban was imposed on Zakat and printing of Holy Quran. Islam was
considered as apainst women for it forced them to stay at home, without any nght.
Family structure had to face the brunt As a result out of all the campaigns Khudzhun
campaign was the most imitatiog for the Muslims, In order to employ Muslim women
in economic and social feld, they were forced to unveil " As a result of Khudzhum
campaign many women were murdered by their relatives as unveiling was considered
as apainst [slam and their social value The campaign was alzo resented by the Muslim

Comumunists.”™ Tajik strongly showed antipathy towards the anti religious policies.

The second assault policy was the change in the traditional economic structure,

and patterns of livelihood. This began with collectivization of agriculmre. South of
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Tajikistan was considered suitable for cotton cultivation. Te meet the cotton
cultivation requirements, mountain Tajiks were forced to seitle in south without
piving any consideration to the cultural life pattern of mountain Tajiks. By the end of
1929, in south of Tajikistan, fifty new villages were established. Government assisted
Afghan, Uzbeks, Tajiks, and Russians for resettlement®™ In Tajikistan by 1939 the
Russians rose from 1 percent to 9 percent of total p&pﬂiation.z% Emphasis on cotion
cultivation also reduced food production in Tajikistan®™ Policy of collectivization
met with resistance which revived Basmachi movement once again butl it was
suppressed by the well-organized Soviet army.™ The collectivization, in spite of its
drawbacks had two- important future implications. The new settlers farmed their own
nationally homogenous land, thus the concept of we vs rthey physically implemented
and their arrival resulted in industrialization of the arca along with administrative

skills for the natives.””

Assault on Muslims communists loyal to their people, culture and religion
began with the process of collectivization. Many local leaders were against the
collectivization they were basically well-educated Central Asian leaders, fike Jadids,
who occupled prominent position in their respective republics. The process of
eliminating of these leaders and any one supporting them was launched by the
government”'?  As a result of assault policy, the membership of Tajikistan
Communist part from 1933 to 1935 fell from 14,329 to 791.%"" The second period of
assaults began in 1937.%' Tajik vietims included the Muslinm communists of top
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positions.”” Thus the purges liquidated 66 percent of the local cadres and were

repiaced by the Russians. There were 15 percent of Russians in Tajikistan party which
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rose 10 25 percent in 1938 and 26 percent in 1941, Muslims, whe were willing to leamn
a;givance Russian methods of orgamzation, were in the first line of
promotion.” *Tajikistan adopted its constitution in March 1937, women rights was an
important articles in the constitution?”’ Many Muslim clergy protested against the
faw, Schools for girls were bumed and teachers were murdered. As 2 result many

unofficial and private Mullahs were disappeared during the 1938 purges.

Tajik language script was changed twice in pre war period. First Latin
alphabet were replaced with the Arabicones and in 1940 Cyrillic alphabets took over
the Latin script. The reason given for the change was that the Arabic letiers were too
difficult o learn and made it difficult for the Russians to monitor the printed material,
For the Muslims it was loss of the impact that Islam made over the life of the
people,”’® Schools were opened with the view of raising the future citizens of a
ransformed and modem Central Asia. In 1926 Taplkistan's literacy rate was 2.2

percent which rose to 52.3 percent in 1956.%"7

Although the pericd under review had disasterouss effects, on Muslim
republics, but it led to future progress in the field of education, industry, agriculfure,

social sciences, and politics,”'®

Z.5.4 The Great Patriotic War and Its Aftermaths (1941-1956)
The German invasion of Russia in 1941 brought the era of hberalism, For survival
Russia stopped anti relimous propaganda. The major advance was the, “official

Islam” that is sanctioning of the following four spiritual Directorates;
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1. The Diractorate for the Sunni Muslims of European Russia and Siberia.
2. The Directorate for the Sunni Muslim of Central Asia and Kazalhstan.
3, The Directorate for the Sunn Muslims of the Northern Caucasus and Dagestan,

4. ‘The Directorate for the Sunni and Shia Muslims of the Transcaucasia.>”

Spiritual Directorate, increased religious observance apd supervision of the
religious publications and their printing, Collecting of Zakat and Fur from Muslim

wag also the work assigned to the Directorate.”

The war sirengthened the position of Islam by raising the prestige of imams and

fixing the income for their religious duties and also they took patriotic position and
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assisted in the struggle for peace.”™ While the pormalization between Muslims and

the Soviet State was going on, all Soviet theoreticians’ anti islarn campaign

continued™” and was designed to be mitigated on account of two arguments.

1: All religions, including Islam, are instrumental in the hands of exploiting
classes,

2 Inlam is the most reactionary religion in the W{}rld,n‘?‘

In 1953 Khrushchev revived Lenin policy. An Association for the Spread of
Political and Scientific Knowledge was made for anti-religious campaign, All means
were considered proper anti-religious films, pamphlets, mobile exhibitions and ail
lectures and the press, The Association seems to be particularly active in the field of

press. ' Stll the Moscow considered such drastic measures as insufficient
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Eeonomic development was the part of post-war period of struggle for communism in
Central Asia, Khojend, Kaniabadan, Dushanbe, Isfara Kayrakim and Gissar Valley
becamne important industrial centers. Agriculture remained the main cccupation of the
people of Tajikistan,”” While in mountain areas, live stock breeding was the major

occupation.

For patriotic reasons pro-Russian and apti-German propaganda  was
ernphasized during the I world war, Mobilization was carried on for Tajik men to
join the army. 2° 1,500,000 men from Turkistan were called up for military
services. ™ (t of these 50,000 Tajik soldiers participated in war and 30 became
hetoes of the Soviet Union. ** The end of I world war witnessed the rise of natives in
politics.” This gave confidence to the native on one hand and on the other despened
the feelings of national consciousness. The Elder Brother of the family of the Soviet
Nationalities, was the tole assigned to the Russian.”’ In 1951, lesser evil theory &'
was converted into absolute good theory by M.V, Nechkina. Thus theory proposed
that as the people suffered under Tsarist operation, the conquest gave them
opportunity of contact with the Russian people, culture and revolutionary movement.
Thus without conquest there would have been no revolution in the borderlands and no
advancement to socialism *** All prominent native scholars were forced to condemned
their own previously held views and to adjust their new opinion, In 1955 in Tajikistan,
a historian and first secretary of the Tajik Party Gafarouv, revised his book on history
of Tajikistan. He de-emphasized the oppressive aspects of Russian nule and glovified
the Russian conquest as progressive in the fields of economy, culture and politics. >

By 1954, the press was full of articles, poems, editorials, praising the achuevements of
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Tajikistan under the Soviet rule.””* Under the cultural transformation all nationalist
movements in Central Asia were re-evaluated, ° Education during the period under
review had shown progress in Tajikistan. In these schools, Tajik, Russian and Uzbeks
were the language of mstruction. Russian is the only medium of instruction for higher
edecation and for technical traiﬁing.zgé In Dushanbe, Tajik State University and

Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan SSR was founded in 1951, %

This period, despite the cultural, social and educational persecytions, was the
period of economic developments. This period is also associated with the
normalization process between the Russians and the Central Asians along with re-

emergence of Muslims in the political and cultural arena of their respective republics.

2.5.5 Shlighene (Drawing Together) And Stivane (Merger) Peviod (1956-85)
During this period, flexible natiorality policy was adopted though anti-Islamic
propaganda continued. The anti-Islamic movement closed down mosques and Islamic

schools, revived atheistic propaganda a3

banned Islamic weddings and funerals and
restricted women from wearing veil, ™ Moreover in Tajikistan alone, Association for
the Propaganda of Scientific and Political Knowledge organized 40,500 lectures from
1948 to 1970 and 70 apti-Islamic books and pamphlets were published in

Tajikistan.*’ The anti-Islamic propaganda was at ifs peak.

However, major shuft in domestic policy of §U tock place on account of its
foreign policy. Press stopped its anti-religious propaganda. New mosques and schools

were built, Students were sent for higher education in Middle Fastern Universities. **
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Government appointed Muslim official leaders as ambassadors and representatives,
Foreign Muslim delegates came to Central Asia to attend International Conferences.
All theses measures were taken to produce the impression that Islam was free and
prosper and that Soviet Islamic leaders were treated by Soviet authorities as equal
partners and not as tools of government. ™ Another reason for these reforms was the
geographical location of the region that multiplicd its relations with the third world.?*
They wanted to communicate to the world that the Soviet experiment was more
successful and rewarding than western capitalism.  Another reason was to prove 5U

as the best friend and pariner of the Islamic world.

In economic feld, industrialization gained imp@tus,%g However under
Brezhnewv era cotton industry was given more importance, 95 percent of USSR’s raw
cotton and cofton fibers were produced in Central Asia’™ The indigenous cadres
were not satisfied with the official statistics which depicted the vegion’s contribution
to Soviet national income and also the price seting methods by the central
government. # Duning Brezhnev ers poor management and shorfage of skilled
workers also plagued the growth of Cenfral Asian Tndusitry and worsened the
economic sifuation. To quote an example, in 1975, population of Central Asia was 9.2
percent with 3.5 percent as fixed capital but in 1984 population was 10.7 percent with
only 5.9 percent (increase of only 0.4 percent) of fixed capital. **® Thronghout 60s and
7is, the total population of Tajikistan, Urbekistan and Turkmenistan grew at least
three times faster than it was during the previous two decades 9 The educational

system of Central Asian was unable to cater the economic need and requirement of

141



respective republics. There were vacant jobs owing 1o non with no skilled personnel.

Moreover, for rural population technical education was considered irrelevant.

In postwar pentods, Muslims in poltical ficlds moreased from one-fowrth to
three-fourth, Each departmental bead was provided with Russian and other Buropeans
as assistance.”™ In early and mid 60s the union republics were granted autonomy in
internal affairs. To keep a check, all-Turkistan Party Bureau was created in 1961
which was a kind of organizational umbrella over the party organizations of the
Central Asian repisbiics,m In late Brezhnev era Moscow’s control over the region
began to weaken As the native elite’s” number and power increased, they appointed
their relatives, friends, colleagues and political allies fo important mstitutions of ‘ihé
republic. They also coped with the foreign deputies. Thizs resulted in corruption,
mismanagement and economic problems. By the end of 1985, all First Secretaries of

Central Asian Republics were emoved from their positions on the sbove-mentioned

charges.”

Efforts were made for integralion. Two aspects were selected — drive for
linguistic Russification and Soviet customs and tradition. These were backfired and
resulted in the growing phenomenon of nationalism. Russian was promoted as the
second native language. In May 1979, in a conference Russian was recommended to
be taught to the children (age from 3) in technical and educational schools® In 1970,
Life cycle and religious nituals were observed throughont the Central Asia especially
in rural areas. ©° Bven intelligentsia, scholars, party members educated individuals

participated in these rituals.
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Throughout the period, nationalism was a growing phenomenon with its major
ingredients of language and culiure adored by the natives, People wanied to purify
their language from the process of Russification. Local cultural traditions and rimals
285

were transferred from one generation to another.

It further widened the gap of We Vs They.

2.5.6  Glasnosy And Perestroika Period (1985-1993)

Robert G. Kaisa termed glasnost and perestroika as the period of tragedy, ™
However Gorbachev policies were welcomed by the people of Central Asia, They
formed political parties with manifesto based on Islam and democracy to asseried the

identity of people in terms of nationalism and religion,

Alexander Bennigsen identificd double evolution of Islamic revivalism and

mdicalization of local pationalism.®

in central Asia. Both developments were
influenced by the failed Soviet intervention of Afghanistan, Iranian Revolution and
nativisation of Central Asia.In particular Iranian revolution made profound impact
over the Tajika Islam. To internationalise Iranian revelution, Ayatollah Khomeini
established broadcast stations on the Soviet-Iranian borders™® These stations
broadcasted programs to spread religious information for the youth.”** Later, a survey
conducted showed that Tajiks preferred to take note of programs broadcasted from

Asian rather then western nations.”™

The exposure to Iramian revolution through
media can be viewed from the fact that in some areas, parents started naming their
newborns A}fatoiiah,gm Director of Tajikistan's House of Atheism, M. Safrov,

revealed that, fighters for the revival of [slam, sometimes call themselves wahhabis or
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partisans of Khormeni. "™ While Chairman of the Tajik SSR KGB, Petkel, complained
that some of the upofficial Mullabs called upon the believers to create an Islamic

government of the [ranian type. **

Tajiks also contributed in Afghan resistance. A, Bennigsen stated that turning
point was in 1985-86 when it became visible that Afghan resistance was
unconguerable. *1n December 1979, 30-40 percent of Soviet army was composed of
Central Asian soldiers. Within the couple of montbs, Central Asian soldiers were
replaced by the entire Russian divisions.”™’ simply because Tajik soldiers refused to
fight against their religions brothers and in 1980, al} of themn were sent back home. 2%
In Dushanbe numerous people were arrested in 1982 on the charge of provoking
discontent among the ;:sopzz}atian,w They were distributing pamphiets against the
Soviet oocupation and armouncement of the death of Soviet soldiers who were buried
in Afgbanistan. Tajikistan's countryside became the breeding ground for ant
government activities,”™ Deputy Chairman of the Tajik Republic’s KGB. A.

Belousov in 1991 reported training camps for youth, near Afghan Tajik boarder. &

A survey conducted at Khalton provinee, disclosed that 81 percent of the

respondents were under the influence of Islam,”™

The area was under the
commanding influence of wahhabism.””' One of the Tajik Wahhabi leader Abdullo
Saidov publicly proposed the establishment of an Islamic state”™ In 1986 he was
arrested for presenting his licit demand. The people of Kurgan Tyube protested and

demanded his release. This incident illustrated the assertion of Tajiks as strong

believers of Islam, their fervent religious sentiments, formidable popularity of their
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religions leaders and the well organized network that conveyed the news of his arvest,

can also be viewed as another testimony of Sufism prevailing in Central Asia.””

A report delivered at 8% plenum in December 1987 revealed that Politicization
of Islam ™ had become the core of Tajik nationalism, Dozens of trials were held for
unofficial Muslim clerics called for a Jihad against the existing system. L Religious
belief remained potent and convinging in Tajikistan, Not only retired or old people but
also women ,7¢ youth as well as children were urged to practice Islam in its
uncontaminated form. * Politicization of Islam was blended with nationalism for it
was required to find a religicus covening, We all know that nationalism does not exist
by itself but we must not under estimate the blinding of religious and nationalistic
ideas.”™ Gorbachev accused the party bureaucrats and trusted officials to be under the
nfluence of Islam®" and called for uncompromising struggle against religious
revivals and setup mass atheistic propaganda,®®® This campaign followed the same old
methods and techniques used by Khuruchev and Brezhnev.™' Sl religiosity and
freedom of concisence were at higher level ™ Freedom of conscience, law of 1 Oct
1988, was to follow the era of tolerance towards tslam. *® that once again witness the
opening of new mosques, publication of religious material, press publication of

articles on science and religion and life of Holy Prophet, Quran, surmah etc.

The economic situation deteriorated during the period due to many reasons.”
The average industrial production in Tajikistan declined from 10.8 10 4.9 percent and

from 9.1 to 3 percent. Similarly agricultural production &Il from 7.3 percent to 3.7



percent.*® Fuel was added when the grants from the Union budget was cut down, the

living standard of the people deteriorated and give rise to the social tension,**

Demographic processes and nativization wend also aggravated problems of
Tajikistan. The Muslim had high population growth rate as compared to that of
Russians and other nationalities. From 1979 to 89, Central Asian nationalities grew by
327 to 454 percent whereas Russians in the USSR grew by 5.9 percent.’™ In
Tajikistan the Tajik share of population was 53.1 percent in 1959.”*% In 1987 the birth
rate grew by 37 per thousand, In 1987 it reached to 42 per thousand Thirty percent of

Tajik families had five or more, while 15 percent owned 10 or more children. ***

Russians and other non Muslim nationalities started leaving the republics
because of hatred of natives for outsider. 2 Tajikistan Communist Party Central
Commities published a report in 1990, which revealed that from January to July 1990,
23,000 skilied Russians left Tajikistan.”"! due to riots in Dushanbe in February 1990
after the declaration of Tajik as official language. With nativization came the religious
revivalism in Tajikistan, which was colored by the nationalism. Now for Tajiks,
Tajikistan meant therr motherland — a place where they can progress their religion and

can live according to their customns and traditions.

As for national language, very few Central Asians knew Russian language,
whereas, 95 percent of Tajik, Uzbeks etc claimed their own national languages.”™ On
22 July 1989, the Tajik Supreme Soviet gave Tajik the status of state language of

republic. Article 24 of the draft law on the Tajik states that, “the Taitk SSR shall



promote the study for Tajik writings using the drabic soript and the publication of
literature using this script’’. ¥ For the communication purposes, between the
nationalities within Tajikistan, Russia was to remain the official language for
communication. With the adoption of Tajik as the state langnage one aspect of

nationalism had been achieved in consolidated for the Tajikistan.

2.5.7 Disunity of the Union

Nationalist riots erupted in Central Asia, Trans Caucasus and Baitic states,”*
As the authorifies were frying to restore order in the disturbad areas, the nationalist
riots also broke out in Tajikistan. On 11™ February 1990, 3,000 people became violent
and clashed with militia units. On 127 February, the Tajik Communist Party’s
headguarter was besieged and set on fire. Next day almost 50,000 demonstrators
outside the comumunist party’s headguarters called for the deportation of refugees
from Dushanbe, dismissal of the republic leaders and better job prospects in addition
to housing and environmental protection, 28 The nioting mob gven began inlervening
in the supply of bread and butter and dairy products and forced the shopkespers to
close their shops.™ For the first time in the history of Soviet Union that multi party
basis elections were held on 25 February 1990, The Commumst Party's candidates
won the election and K. Makhkamor was elected as the chairman.”*However, the
president had to rasign after the vote of no confidence was passed against him and the
communism came to an end”” The comununists hangover resulted in civil
war, Tajikistan parliament proclaimed independence for the republic on 9" September

1991, The state was officially named as the Republic of Tajikistan with Dushanbe its

capital,
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After independence, the process of building a new Tajik national identity has
already started. The situation is confused as on the one hand Tajikistan didn't seems
to go through any of the natural process of state building and independence and on the
other Islamic aspirations gave colour and flavour to national ambitions. For people
there is no clear distinction between national, cultural and religious fervour. Tajikistan

is now engaged in search of its modern democratic base, with several instable factors,
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CHAPTER THREE

NATIONALISM IN TAJIKISTAN

As discussed in second chapter Sovict state encouraged republic based
nationalism and Tajiks were officially identified aud given a separate state. Tajiks also
developed an administrative structure, which gives them a sense of nation state. Here

state actually created the nation.

3.1  Emerging Signs of Nationalism

Moscow clamors its success as far as nationality issue was concerned. However
one can wilness the emerging signs of nationalism dunng the three decades between
Stalin and Gorbachev. The Tajik society aiso epitomized by a current of derussification in

such areas as language, economy, politics and history.! This represented a return to

korenizatsiva by Tajiks.

Language was the first to show that Tajik nationalism was on its rise, Moscow
considered Russian language as a mean 1o create Soviet men and society, This cannot be
achieved. A very less percentage of Central Asian Muslims claimed to know Russian
E‘.;anguage,z which was a sharp contrast to the 98% who claimed their own Tajik, Uzbek etc
as national languages,” It was preferred by Tajiks to speak their own language. Demand to
adopt Tajik language as national language was made and a draft law was circulated for

public approval in which the importance of Tajik language its use and its social functions
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were stressed.® In the draft law it was stated that Tajik SSR would promote Tajik writings
by using Arabic script and printed lterature in it.” Tn 1989 Tajik language was given legal
status by the govemment but Russian remained the official language.® Before the language
subject rose the pablic and the influential group wanted to replace the non-native names that
had been attached to the Tajik cities and other geographical locations. 7 It was through

glasnost it became obvious that this colonial practice had enraged Tajik identity and national

pride.

With perestroika began the campaign to make the Tajik language more refined.
Scholars started to mmvent new words or borrow them from Farsi and Dan. In late 80s
anti-Soviet poetry also make its inroad in Tajik kiterature. The event which triggered the
anti Sowviet sentiments was the shooting of Soviet army on the anti- Armenian
demonstration in Tajikistan, which killed and injured the demonstrators. Bozor Sobir, a
famous Tajik poet and politician, wrote a poem which had anti-Soviet sentiments and
dedicated it to a Tajik youth killed during the demonstration.” Thus raised the pride of
Tajik people. The work of the Tajik intellectuals shows the roots and traditions of their
communities and the Islamic and Persian influence on them, while downgraded the
Russian contributions. The main objective behind such policy was the realization that the
new generations of Soviet Tajlks were not aware of the literature in their language.
Socialist realism had disrupted national literary traditions.” The Soviet Tajik writers can
be placed in to different categories'® who tried to contribute in their own way as far as the

Tajik national consciousness was considered. After independence national identity was
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adequately promoted by cultural revival. The most popular and successful was the most
living writer of Tajikistan, Taimur Zulfikarov, whose ancient Persian style of writing
inspired his readers with nationaist sentiments.'! Along with Tajik intellectuals, cultural

institutions' also played their role to promote the national pride of the country.

History 15 also considered as one of the important tool in the hand of government
to raise the nationalist sentiments of the people. In the time of emergency to retain
support of the public, governments use symbols related to culture, patriotism and
historiography to explain and justify policies. This helps the emerging nations through
the dentity orisis. Similarly it became important for the leaders of independent Tajikistan
to produce a nationalist version of history as a means of reinforcing common Tajik
identity. Intellectuals, historians, politician set out to revive the Tajik history, Historians
in 1980s and 1990s were mostly concemned with the following issues:

I: the establishment Tajik identity based on pre-history;
2 the identification of historical injustices on the Tajiks by external forces (Arabs,

Turks, Mongols, Uzbeks, Russians and the Soviets),

3 the justification of claims to specific territories,

People show their interest in books on Tajk history. Monument works were
republished like Bobojon Ghafurov's monumental work The Tajiks. Archaic, Ancient and
Mediaeval History (1970), 1t quickly became the Bible of every Tajik inteilectual. '* Tajik

mterpreted the history according to their own perception; the image of the Uszbeks and
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their ancestors has been constructed by the Tajik scholars which 1s the result of the
history of tensions between Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan is porfrayed as the evil
step father who has been frying to stop and deny Tajikistan’s existence as a nation,
According to the history Uzebiks retained the two cities of Samargand and Bukhara,
which Tajiks considered theirs. Both these cities became an essential theme in the Tajik
literature and considered it as the national asserts. Bozor Sobir a Tajik poet wrote a poem
called Mother Tongus that mourned the lost nationai values of the Tajiks, ' he claimed
that Uzbeks had oppressed Tajiks for at least two centuries. Many poets and writers

expressed their opinions on the conflict with Uzbek oppressors.’’

and stressesed
ciscrimination against Tajik culture in ngarqand.ig Tajiks of Samargand and Bukhara
not only lost freedom but alse their national identity, the idea was taken up by Loik
Sherali."Tajik also considered themselves as leaders in the creation of Persian

civilization and the work of civilization building in Central Asia was done by the

Samanids, % this period is considered as one of the glories of the Tajik heritage.

If the people are economically satisfied they show their allegiance to the existing
system. Otherwise the bad economy situation can forced the people to change their
loyalties. During 70s and 80s, economic issues cams to the limelight in Tajikistan. Soviet
emnphasis to the production of cofton, caused negative impact.”” Though Central Asia has an
ideal climate for cotton production but scarcity of water became the major issue. Due to the
cotton expansion there was a catastrophic impact on the region’s water resources. The land

usad for cultivation in Tajikistan, Uzbelastan and Turkmenistan increased by 62 percent
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in just 21 vears, 1965 to 1985 % But it also bad caused enormous damage to the
environment, food production, drinking water supplies, health of women and children
were all affected. Economically cotton production did not have any positive impact for
the Central Asians because Moscow sold the cotton to European countries and kept the
revenue in its reserves. This also boasted environmental problems and converled mto anty
Soviet sentiments. T Tajik people felt that the Soviet agriculture and industrial policies
damaged the land. Environmental problems are absorption of chemicals and salts in the
soil, air pollution caused by industries and vehicles, water pollution fom dispesal of
industrial waste and sewage, poor management of water resources, and -soii £rasion.
Soviet mining operation Jeft toxic wastes in Tajikistan, ™ The Kafamihan, Zarafshan, and
Vakhsh rivers were heavily polluted with industnial wastes, carrving pollutants into the
Amu Darya and then to the Aral Sea. Ground water was also polluted in industrial areas.
Tajikistan's use age of water for irrigation was a negative impact on the water resources

of the region. Air pollution water erosion and forest degradation’ aggravated the

environmental problems,

The rise in Tajik popuiation and the migration of Europeans and Russians was
another mdicator for the emerging nationalism in Tajikistan. In 1977, the birth rate in
Tajikistan was 37 per thousand; in 1987 it reached 42 per thousand, 30 percent of Tajik
families had five or six children, while 15 percent of farmibies had ten or more children
which was a sharp confrast to the average number of children in Russian families, which

was only one per famiiy?s During 1959 o 1979 percentage of Russian population declined
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from 13.3 percent to 10.4 percent in Tajikistan and according to 1989 census figures, the
Russian population dechned by 2.1 percent i Tajikistan.*® Tajikistan Communist Party
central commitice reported in 1990 that about 23,000 skilled Russian workers had left
Tajikistan from January to July alone in 19905 This resulted in more inclusion of Tajiks in
the govermment but still the most mmportant positions were in the hands of Russians, =
Besides this, in early 60s, the union republics were granted autonomy.” These processes
began to weaken the Moscow's control in the region. The conspiracies e.g withheld
information from center or avoids meeting demands, silence on serious economic problems
resulted in law and order situation. This was echoed in complaints by regime spokesmen the
details of “negative phenomenon” were made public. Because of this there was huge
elimination of politicians from the republic party. The first sign of this was in 1983 when
Rashidov, first secretary of Uzbek communist party, commitied suicide because he realized
that he was about to be disgraced by public revelation of his "Mafias" wide spread
corruption.” By the end of 1985, all first secretaries of Central Asian republics were
removed from their position on charges of corruption and mismanagement. Because of this
all the departments were now being directed by Tajik cadres. The Russian were reduced to
the traditional proconsular posts of second secretary, Central committes, and local

military commands.
Dunng the last decade of Soviet rule senous economic, social and political problems
rose 1 Tajiastan, the conditions which lead to violent out bursts in such places as the

Fargana and i Dushanbe. Through the history of Tajikistan it seems as if the national
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identity in modem sense was going to take frm roots but the post independence events

relate another story,

3.2 Post Independence Tafikistan: Unstable Factors For Tajik Nationalism
The development in political situation under Gorbachev provided a platform to
the people of Tajikistan to raise their voice against Soviet rule. Tajik leaders considered

the reforms of Moscow as a threat to their hold on power In 1990 clection K.

Makh

amov became the president with 94 percent support of communists of the Supreme
Soviet of Tajikistan. ** Oppositions, consisted of democrats and [slamists, were outlawed
to contest election. Thus sending a signal to the opposition that Russian government

would no longer cooperate.

Opposition pressurized the govemnment and placed some demands. % a5 a
result, K. Makhkamov resigned and Kadriddin Aslonov, chairman of Supreme Soviet of
Tajikistan, was elected as a new President. He banned the communist party and because
of that, communists stood against him and removed him in September 1991, Rahman
Nabiev, became the new president who had no experience to negotiate with opposition,™
Under pressure elections were held. He had secured 58 percent votes, mostly from
Khojend and Kulyab, while his opponent Davlat Khudanazrov, a candidate supported by
United Block of Democratic Forces, had 30 percent of votes * However, this victory was
challenged.” The newly elected president being a communist refused to place his hand

on QQuran. The ruling party was renamed as Cormmunist, and it was claimed that the
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process of restoring the USSR has started.”® Situation got even worse when Dushanbe
Mayor and Interior Minister, were accused of corruption. Dushanbe Mayor was removed
from his rank because he had also ordered the removal of the Lenin Statue in September
1991, The Interior Minister was taken down from his position because he had refused to
carry out instructions in September 1991 to disperse the demonstraiors. Moreover,
Safarali Keniaev, the chairman of the Supreme Soviet of Tajikistan, publicly attacked
interior minister and accused him as kafir.”” Massive protest began in the capital city of
Tajikistan™  where 100,000 demonstrators™ surrounded the parliament. On the other
hand, opposition became well-established with the joiming of Haji Turanjonzada, who
had also occupled 2 seat in Supreme Soviet of Tajikistan. Under these circumstances,
Nabiev was able to secure emergency powers. Utilizing these powers he created
Presidential Guard on 2 May, 1991, which was not accountable to anyone. 700 men of
criminal background were recruited from Kulyab. As a response, opposition formed their
paramilitary forces ““. This resulted in a fight between both the groups. Due to the fear
that opposition was gaining upper hand, Nabiev came to an agreement with them to
create a coalition Government of National Reconciliation (GNR).*' However, neither
aorth oblast nor southern oblast accepted the compromise. Khojend and Kulyab refused
to recognize the new government.*’The opposition again raised the issue of the
agreement baing been violated. They had their strong holds in the Garm region ast of
Dushanbe, Gomo-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast in the Pamirs and the plains of
Southern Tajikistan. During all these days north remained calm while south plugged into

an aymed activism.
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The most brutal fighting was reported in Kurgan Tyube and Kulyab Oblast. As
Kurgan Tyube supported opposition, therefore, Kulyabi forces destroyed them
completely.” Popular Front of Tajikistan, under the control of an armed group developed
out of Nabeiv's Pregidential Guard, The leader of this group was Sangak Safarov, a
Kulyabi with criminal background. He launched an attack on Vakhsh valley** because he
beligved that solution to the problems of Tajikistan lies in the eradication of the
opposition.”® Opposition supported the Front for National Salvation and Youth of

Tajikistan.*® These groups obtained weapons from various sources

As the conflict grew, people from Kulyab, Bakhtav, Vakbsh and other parts began
to migrate to safer places. Round about 100, 00 Russians and 326,000 Tajiks left
Tajikistan by the end of 1992. ¥ Times International reported that more than 20,000
Tajiks were killed with in the few months of the start of the civil war. ** Lots of refugees
migrated to Dushanbe for protection . These migrants brought hatred with themselves for
Kulyabis and Khojendis. They had a desire for revenge that further increased the conflict
among Kulyabis, Garms, and Pamiris. Opposition was not satisfied with the practical
implication of the May agreement. So decided to retaliate. Students belonging to *Youth
of Tajikistan” caught the president at airport and forced him fo resign. Akbar Shoh
Iskandarov, a Pamiri and Chairman of the Supreme Soviet, became acting President, he

was the first Badakhshani to hold such a high position in Tajik politics.” However,
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widespread fighting throughout the country followed Nabiev's removal. Now the

ideological under pining of the conflict lost its validity and it became a clan warfare.

Acting President and Coalition cabinet resigned and was replaced by Imamali

nanov 2 Kulyabi™® and Abdul Malik Abduilojonov a Khojendi. To maie this
decision a special session of parliament was held in Khojend.> Sanga Safarov accused
Haii Turanjonzada and Shodmon Yusuf and other opposition leaders for creating disorder
in Feb 1990 due to which the civil war started in 1992.% The Tajik civil war had obtained
putside involvement. This can be seen through the fact that when opposition groups came
to power in Dushanbe, they accused Fussians and Uzbeks armed forces of assisting
Popular Front Forces. It was a valid accusation because Uzbek air force bombed
Kafernthan , Haji Turanjonzada’s native town as well as Garm in Dec 1992 and Jan
1993, Russian military had played a major role in the victory of popular front. (See next

chapter).

After coming to Dushanbe Imamali Rakhmanov made it clear that survival of
democracy in Tajikistan was not possible and nor could Islam offer anything without
bloodshed. Therefore, he asserted the need of reinforcing the previous system.”® The new
government was exclusively based on ministers from Kulyab and Khojend. Imamall's
government used rep;esgive meagures to confront the situation. Opposition was accused
of creating disarray and the government forces continued to raid areas where members of

the opposition had taken refuge. *° Anti government persons were arrested.”® and anti
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government publications were completely banned. Four opposition political parties,
[stamic Renaissance Party, Democratic Party of Tapkistan, Rostakhez and Lal--
Badakhhsan were banned. They were accused of being engaged in uplawful actions and
violating the governmert charters.” Many prominent leaders, due to government
policies, had taken refugee in other countries or had gone underground. % Not only that
nearly 195,000 Tajik people moved to Russia, Ukrain, Belausus and neighboring Cential

Asian states. ” People were displaced internally also.

The conflict turned out to be a severe threat to the stability of the Tajikistan and to
the entire region. The President was pressurized to accommodate the opposition. Thus, in
order to make certain reforms, the president allowed the opposition to participate in
elections,® The President elections were held in November 1994 and 1999, where
Imarnali received 60 percent votes. The remaining 40 percent were divided bei‘%zeeﬁ the
opposition candidate Abdul Malik and Mizro Kabirov.®' In 1999 elections President won
97 percent of votes, whereas his competitor Davlat Usmanov, an opposition candidate got
just 2 percent of votes.* The opposition rejected the results® and elections to parliament
were held on 26 February, 1995, Foreign observers criticized the elections as rigged with
psychological pressure. ®1ater, the process of political negotiations between the
Government and the UTO ® was held. There were eight rounds of inter-Tajik
negotiations under the UN patronmage that lasted for four years, ® In the process of
negotiation the meetings of the heads played an important role. In 27 June, 1997 the

President Imamali Rakhmanov and the UTO Leader Sayeed Abdulio Nuri signed a
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“General Agreement on Establishment of Peace and Natiopal Reconciliation in
Tajikistan” in Moscow, which is known as the General Agreement.”’. The agreement put

an end to the armed conflict in Tajikistan. However situation did not improve.

321 Factors for Weak Tajik Nationalism

The dentity of Tajik population is divided on the basis of tribal, ethuic, religious,
linguistic context. Therefore, Tajikistan faced problems in creating a national structure
and a complete socto political domestic systern, These identities also turned out to be a

hurdle in the process of nationalism and minimized the process of state building in

Tajikistan.

The wvery first obstacle in the development of Tajik nationality is the very term
Tajik itself, Who is a Tajk? This question has differeni explanations. The original
inhabitants of Central Asia before the Muslims rule and the Turkish invasion were known
as Tajik. ®* Answer to this has been given in term of language also. Tajik is someone who
speaks Tajiki or Persian.®® Another explanation widely used by the Soviets is any Sunni
Muslim Persian speaker is a Tajik. © In the 20" century Soviets divided the Tajkis into
valley and mountain groups, Valleys Tajik was the term used for the people of cities like
Bukhara, Samarkand, Khojend, Penjikent, Chust. The termn mountain Tajik is used by
researchers for the people of eastern Bukhara, southern parts of Hissar region, and
mountain villages of Zarafshan and the Pamir.”' Dihkan or agriculturists are known as

Plain Tajiks. While mountain Tajiks were known as Galchans. Shugnani. The largest



group i further sub divided into Rushani, Bartangi, Shugni and Oroshori. These names
were derived from places of residence.”® Thus Tajiks does not have one common name

for themselves.

Closely associated this is the language problem in Tajikistan, Tajiks, in pre soviet
Central Asia meant a well settled inhabitant who speaks Persian. It did not include the
mountain population who had different dialects of Tajik language (zee oné chapter). Thus
Tariks always created problem for the soviet nationality policy. Stalin also omitted Tajiks
from the list of Ceniral Asian nationalitics and that is why Tajiks were included in
Uzbekistan,” For five years, Tajikstan remained a part of republic of Uzbekistan.
Government discussed the idea to separate Tajilastan from Uzbekistan, This was hotly
debated. Kazakhs were of the view that this segregation would strengthen Uzbekistan.
Whereas, the aim of the government was to weaken the pan-Turkic ideas in Uzbekistan
and extend the republics of Tajikistan till Afghanistan border. By doing this they wanted
to promote the idea of a bigger Tajikistan for Tajiks on the other side of the Panj river.”
The Uzbeks, meanwhile, claimed that Tajiks had always been Uzbeks who only became
Tajik-Persian speakers under the influence of Persian literature and language.” Uzbeks
have done a favor to Tajiks by returning them their howeland with progress and
development. Extemal events also pushed Stalin to create a separte Persian state on the
border of Afghanistan. In Afghanistan King Amanullah was over thrown and was
replaced by a Nadir Shah, who was supported by British, Stalin emphasized the needed of

a Persian speaking Tajikistan to influence the large areas of Persian cuiture from Jran to
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India. A Khotend district from Uzbekistan was moved to Tajikistan. This decision was
not appreciated by the Khojendis who always tried to maintain their links with
Uzbekistan. They always remembered the time when their area was not a part of

Tajikistan, and they considered other parts of Tajikistan as backward.”

(Geographically, Tajik natiopals are settled in such a way that mountains have
divided them into four regions with hardly any connection between them. After
independence, these areas became the provinces, This division arouse to such an extent
that it divided the positions of Taiik leaders in to clans and thus resulted in the civil war,

Table 1. Maior General Indicators of Tajikistan Regions

Region Population Area tom. 2) Area (mi 2} Capital
Badakhshan 206,000 63,700 24,600 Khorog
Dushanbe 362,000 300 160 Dushanbe
Regions of 1,338,000 28,400 11,600

Republican

Subordination

Khatlon 2,151,000 24,600 9,500 Curghonteppa
Sugd 1,870,000 36,100 10,100 Kiujand
Total: 6,127,000 143,100 55,300
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Source: Gwillim Law, *Raions of Tajilastan’, Administrative Subdivisions of Countries,

{1999, http//werw.statoids.comyvt] himl.

The creation of new republic give the name Tajikistan to a group of regions that
are geographically and historically separate from each other. These regions mark
differences in ethnicity, language, religion, and culture, However, the geography of the
couniry also contributed to this separation among the population of these regions. The
most distinet region in terms of ethnicity is Goron Badakhshan, It 1s located in South east
of Dushanbe and contains 4dpercent of the total area with 3percent population of
Tajikistan. *° The area is occupied by seven different Pamiri ethnic groups that mostly
belong to the [smaili sect. While majority of Tajiks are Sunnis, Pamirs speak six different
dialects of eastern Iranian languages, ™ distinet from Tajiks. Geographically, culturally
and ethnically they resemble northern Afghanistan, This is the least developed region and
has been reputed as the center for the production of narcotics-opium.” Geo-strategically
the mountainous region are important for Tajikistan and other comumon wealth members

of the CIS because it is situated near China, Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Under Soviet rule this region faced problems economically as well as it was
excluded from the party and administrative system. Afler independence, the main 1ssue
for the Badkhshanis was the issue of their autonomy. They had two options. Either o
compromise with Kalyabis, letting themselves o be ruled by Russia or create an

independent state with the help of Agha Khan, which would be the only exclusive Tsmaili
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state of the world¥ Though the local leadership claimed autonomy but the spiritnal
leaders of Agha Khan supported the idea of establishing “close and mutual ties with
Russia.”® People of Goma-Badkhshan have their own demands; therefore, they joined
hands with the Islamic cum democratic opposition in Dushanbe, Badkhshan’s branch of
opposition is based on field commanders and is in coalition with the National Islamic

Movement of Tajikistan.®

The regions of Kurgan Tyube and Kulyab joined to form Khalton Oblast, Kurgan
Tyube was a desert land, populated by masses who migrated in response to Stalin’s
policy to increase the cotton production. By 1991, 11 percent of the Soviet Union’s long
staple cotton was produced in Tajikistan¥ Massive irrigation projects transformed the
area into a closely populated cotton cultivated area. In this situation, conflicts over land,
water and government services emerged. By the end of 1929, fifiy new villages in south
of Tajikistan had been established. ¥ This phenomenon is unique in Tajikistan in a sense
that Tajiks were relocated within national republic. The new settlers instead of integrating
with the local population became a separate sub ethnic group known as Garmis by their
neighbours. ¥ The resettlement was not welcomed by the mountaineers as they were not
prepared to work in the heat of steamy valleys, Moreover they thought of themselves as
foreigner in their own country as they brought their own culture, tradition, and customs,
with them. And they did not want o change themselves. Until the present day, if is
common in Tajikistan that each comununity hardly knows about its neighbours. 57 There

was mitgration on inassive scale to the capital city of Dushanbe, Half of the growth of the



city came from the Furopean part of the population of USSR while the remaining half
was from Hissar and Garm. The Garm valley is mainly agricultural. It is considered as
one of the most religicus places in Tajikistan. Kulyabis under the banner of joined hands
of commumnism and secularism with Khojendis There are economic and clan rivaldes
between Kulvab and Kurgan Tyube. Kulyabis are secular and communists 5 Thus

ideslogy became the most irritant factors between the residents of the two areas.

The north oblast, Sogd, is located at the entrance of Fergana valley, and separated
by mountain range from the rest of Tajikistan. Khojend the capital city is traditionally the
base of Communist Party elites. ®This resalted in resentment from the south and
increased inter regional tension. Khalton one of the poorest republics took an initiative to
react against this systerm. In the beginning of the 1970s, Kasimov, a Khojendi, was
appointed first secretary of the regional Party committee of Khatlon. A few days after his
arrival in Kulyab, his body was found hanging on a rope in one of the ity hotel”™ The
next secretary appointed to Khatlon was of Kolyab origin, In the seventies, the CP leaders
encouraged the people from Kulyab. Ore reason given behind the investment in Kulyab
was the fact that cotton grown in Kulyab was processed i Khojend. All the major
industries were situated in north. Khojend. The area 1s totally dependent on Uzbekistan
for trade, energy and other supplies *' due to the fact that the civil war had destroyed the

economic out put of the south.
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Beside this north south division, Ludnila Chvyr” has pointed out five levels of
gthnic stratification and self-identification among Tajiks. Such ethnic stratification
proved hindrances in the way of building Tajik nationalism and binding Tajiks into a
whole nation. The first level of ethnic stratification is based on the Tajik perception that
they are divided into northem flatland Tajiks and southern-mountain Tajiks. Each groups
referred themselves as the real Taiiks and the original guardian of the Tajik historical and
cultural heritage. For example, the southern Tajiks believed that they retained the pure
bioodline while the people from the north had lost it due to their contact with the

91

Uzbeks.Both the groups have different language patterns.” The second level of

stratification is based on the further division of northern and southern Taiiks into several
local groups with their own pames for identity. In the south, they are called Tajiks of
Drarvaz, Karategin, Hissar, Kulyab and others, While in the Morth they are known as
Tajiks of Khojend, Ura-Tyube, Samarkand, Bukhara and Fergana. Each local community
has its own traditions, culture and specific language as well ag small groups of migrants.
Who retained their customs and traditions and refused to amalgamate themselves into the
main stream. The third level is based on some cultural communities of regional status and
smaller entities, For example Hissari Tajiks of Varzob valley called themselves Varzobis,
Ramit as Ramitis and Faizabad as Faizabadis. Each entity spoke different dialects of
Tajik language. They knew about their own history, rituals, customs, tradition, area, but
had no knowledge about their neighboring commuruties. For them their own customs and
traditions were important. The fourth level of ethnic stratification comes from the local

cultural groups. This can be found among Tajiks of Fargana valley that had their own
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inner structure. For instance the Taiiks of Chust considered themselves as the direet
descendants of the people of the ancient city of Tusa, while Varzvk, Tajik *;rillage near
- Chust, claimed to be direct descendent from the Sogdians. They spoke different dialects
of Tajik langoage and had different rituals, for instance, they opposed intermarriages.The
fifth level iz of local micro groups among the Tajik. Each city or village had Mohallah or
Guzar with their own distinet names, They were usually named after the founder (real or
legendary) of the village or town or after the occupations of its residents {(Mulloyen for
Mullahs, Ustayen for Artisans}. A guzar usually comprises of several familids or some
clans. All the levels of stratifications formed the ethnic features of Tajik nationals and
plaved a central role in the self-awareness of Tajiks in their traditional, local and enltural

roups,

The correlated fact is that Tajikistan is the least urbanized country. In rural areas
traditional way of life has survived. © By the 1980s, the republic had more than 3,000
inhabited villages, of which about one-quarter had 200 inhabitants, Observers estimated
that 75 to B9 percent *° of all Tajikistanis were villagers in 1990, People living in villages
perceived identity in terms of dynasty, tribe, religion etc and not by the critenia of the
nation state, Majority of the villages were inhabited by a single nationality. The concept
of nationalism in a modern political sense did not penetrate in the rural set up because it
is isolated and focused inwardly.”” As Tajikistan is 93 percent mountainous, the county
side is divided into separate areas with each area having its own culture, tradition, dialect

ete. Morth and south are linked by 4 single road, which is ofien blocked in winter, This
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lack of communication hindersd the spread of new ideas and to merge the existing
realities,” Similarly education in the county side of Tajikstan was also less developed as
compared to the cities. Under such circumstances it is difficult for the Tajik people to

accept new identity that 15 alien to them.

Under these circumstances, it was difficult to classify Taiitks in terms of their class
and religion.”” Soviet Sociologist discovered that when he went to Central Asia on a
research in Tajikistan, the research twmed out to be impossible. The reason was that
everytime a Tajik was asked if he was Muslim, his reply would be “off course I am a
T@jik”m The sole reason of this was that majority of Tajiks believed in Islam. (see next
chapter .Analysis shows that Tajik politics is built on regionalism. The membership of
the parties did not depend on ideology but on the origin of the leader. Every party had a
different political agenda. The draw back of the political scenario was that none of the
political party plaved itz role dunng the liberation movements of Tajikistan, Parties like
CFT and Rastakbeze tried to support the soviet system while others were not in favor of
independence. Thus, there was not a single party to support Muslim League or Congress,

who played their role during the freedom struggle of Muslims and Hindus from British,

101

Democratic Party of Tajikistan (an anti communist} had support from Dushanbe
intelligentsia and some industrial towns. % Rastokhez, commonly known as the National

Front; DPT had secular cum demoeratic character and they supported political and legal
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sources to achieve their objectives. However, these parties realized the lack of secular
and democratic culture in Taitkistan, The only source to strengthen their shaky position
was to get the support of Islamic pariies. Islamic Renaissance party {(IRP) emerged from
an underground youth organization that started in 1978 in kurgan tube. IRFP was
established in June 1990, ¥ recruited Garmis youth through the net work of unofficial
multahs.'™ It declared the establishment of legal and democratic state’™ based on Islamic

principals.'®

However, the Party had to tone down its demand because “creation of an
Istamic State” was not the aim of Rastokhez and the DPT. *® The TRP was the backbone
of the UTO and participated m the negotiations that led to the General Agreement.
Movement for National Unity and Revival in Tajikistan (MNURT) was establizshed in
1997 with the aim to unfy the different forces of the couniry and to establish stable civil
society. The aim of the People's Democratic Party of Tajikistan (PDP) was to establish
rule of law, sovereignty, democracy and parliamentary politics, however, its original
structure resembled the formal CPT organizational structure.'“Both these parties has

been chaired by the president, with its following in north and Kulyab region of the

country.

Beside the main stream political parties, there are local partics local parties like
Lali Badakhshan party represented the people of GBAO.'™ According to the President of
the Party Atabak Amir Beig “Parliamentary system of the government is the only solution
for economic, political and cultural crisis m Tajikistan. "% However, he ruled out any

possibility of an Islamic state because he was of the view that politics and religion were
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two different things.''® It was a regional organization, whose main aim was to safeguard

the interest of GBOA.

Besides these, several other organizations, parties and political clubs active in
Tajikistan include Ehya-i-Khojent; the socio-cultural association al Samarkand; Oftab-i-
Sugdian; Wahdat; a Popular Front of supporters of reconstruction; Ushkovo, Society
Maihan;'"! Peoples Congress, Nationa! Liberation Front People’s Party of Hissar Valley,
Nasir Khusru,''* All these political parties encouraged the polarization of Tajik politics

through which the issue of Tajik leadership emerged.

None of the Tajik leader, K. Makhamanaov, Nabiev, Iskanderov, could claimn the
support of the majority of the Tajik population. BEven the president Immam ali had no
control over { Tajikistan. It was said that he rose to power due {o the patronage of Popular

Front leader Sanga Safarov. 13

Those who supported the govemment or were the
member of PF dunng the civil war, were rewarded by the government with the top
positions in the country. Safarov, attended high-ranking government officials’
ceremonies and even appeared on television to address the public.''? Other PF fighters
like Yaqub Salimov was given the kev of the ministry of internal affair, Mohamad Said
ubaiduloev was appointed as Mayor of Dushanbe. ' Colonel Mahmud Khudioberdiev,
who left Russian 201" Rifle Division and joined PF in 1992, was rewarded with the

command of Furst Rifle brigade of Tajikistan’s new army, He became so powerful that he

forced the key government officials to resizn. ''® Thus, the government was heavily
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dependent on the PF fighters whom people hated due to their brutalities during the civil
war. In addition, the opposition did not have a charismatic leader, like Gandhi, Nelson

Mandelz, or Quaid — e~ Azam who could unite the different regions of the country,

Khojend and Kulyab are the basis of power for the Tajik leaders. The Khojendi
took control by encouraging people of Kulyab. The Khojendis allocated more funds for
the development of their own province. ''® As a result, Khojend's region prospered
economically and politically, Khojend is surrounded by Uzbekistan with considerably
large Uzbek population who dominated the Tajik Communist Party. During the Soviet
rule, Tajikistan’s economy was integrated with the Uzbelastan and after independence
Khojend preserved their economic relations with Uszbekistan.''” This added hurdles in the
formation of Tajikistan’s integrated national economy and increased the regional tension.
The Khojendis succeeded in breaking up the emerging unity of the country’s other region
with the failure of National Reconciliation. Kulyabis Popular Front of Tajikistan (PET)
provided force to Khojendi.'" Another kulyabi, Safadrali Kenjayev attacked Dushanbe
in October 1992 and seized the president building, radio, television snd railway
stations.'"® After collaborating with Kulyabis, the Khojendis had to share power with
them. Thus, Imamali Rakhmanov a Kulyab: was elected az head of State. With the
selection of imamali, Leninobadi felt that this candidate will work in their interest, 14

ministers in the new cabinel were also from Kulyab, ™"
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Soon tensions started to emerge between pro-Kulyabi and pro-Leninabadis forces.
The Khojendis wanted the Kulyabi forces to eliminate the opposition and then restore
Khojendi as a head of the state. This did not happen because Russia also supported a
Kulyabi as head of the state. This created a new imbalance of power in Tajikistan.
Abdurmajid Dostiev'? formed a pro-Kulyabi People’s Party of Tajikistan. To counter this
former governor of Sogd province, Abdwalil Khanidov formed Leninabadi People’s
Diemocratic Party. In December 1992, Khanidov fried to overthrow Rakhmanov, but
failed and had to face the consequences.'“The Presidential elections of November 1994
provoked tensions and proved fatal for Khojendis power, Rakhmanov won the election
and started removing Abdullojonov supporters from local government. Aﬁn Sogd province,
13 out of the 16 district govemors were replaced by Rakhmanov's appointees.'®
CGovernment had formed new ¢lection laws due to which Abduliojonov Party boyeotted

the elections,

This is one side of the story Rakhmanov appointed majority of ministers in the
cabinet from Kulyab-Baljuvon promoting localism even within the Kulyabi's group.'™
This can be traced out from the fact that Dostiev, a Kulyabi Chairman of the Supreme
Soviet, was not reelected as the speaker of the parliament. Similarly, a gap took place

among Kulyabis; Lagais and Hissari groups, in the PFT.'®

Ethnic element came 1n to the picture when chief players plaved their role and the

ethinic groups had to decide which side they would support. The Uzbek minority sided

139



with the ruling group and the Russian minornity kept a low profile. The opposifion was
eager 1o show that they had the minority support and that their struggle for democratic
reforms would safeguard the minority interests and rights.'*® But the policies adopted by
the opposition crushed the confidence of the minorities and they go! suspicious about
them. Tajik-Uzbek enmity can be traced back to the carly history of Tajikistan. This
ended by the national delimitation policy of Stalin, Tajik scholars criticized the role of
Uzbekistan's in partition of Central Asian, which scattered Tajik-speaking communities.
In Kurgan Tyube, Uzbeks are the significant population; they make up 22.9%'Y which is
quarter of the republic population and are seitled ip relatively developed areas of the
country. '* Russians make up 32.3 percent, Uzbeks 39.1 percent and Tajiks 10.4 percent
of Dushanbe. '*° Tajiks and Uzbeks settled in Sogd oblast had strong historical and
cultural links with each other, but Uzbeks who setiled in Garm and Kurgan Tyube had no
relations with each others.”® Similarly Tajiks who migrated to North of Tajikistan were
pot on good terms with the Uzbek population of the area. Thus, there was a lack of
internal unity within the largest Iranian and Turkic group. Tajik people claimed that the
two historical cities of Samarkand and Bukhara were a part of their region before getiing
occupied by Uzbekis. Whereas, Uzbeks claim for all parts of Fargana valley, including
some parts of Khojend "' Tajiks feel inferior when compared with Uzbeks. The Uzbek
population in Tajkistan encourages Uszbekistan to inmterfere in Tajtkistan’s internal
affairs. During civil war, Tajik Uzbeks supported the communist forces and Safadrali
Kenjayev launched an attack on Dushanbe when opposition was ruling the country. The

Uzbeks of Hissar and Regar region supported him and were blamed for looting the



houses of the Garmis of the Kurgan Tvube. The opposition forces controlled the center of

Kurgan Tyube oblast and attacked the Uzbek supporters of the Communist rule.

Similarly, Imamali Rakhmanov received the votes of Uzbeks during the presidential
. 132

election.”™ The Uzbeks support for the communists and their intersst in pro- regime

regions merged the ethnic and regional element together.

Russians are another important minority group in Tajikistan and make up 10.4%
of the population'™ they mostly live in urban areas like Dushanbe, which was considered
as a “Russian city”. They were 47.6% of the total population of Dushanbe in 1956 with
only 18.9% Taiiks'™ Although Russians were not directly involved in the Tajikistan's
civil war but raised the issue of their protection and thus the involvement of Russia
which resulied in the deployment of 21% Division of the Russian army in the Tajikistan
(see next chapter). Ethnic Russians in Tajikistan were caught in the war. The bulk of
Russian- speaking population in Tajikistan had taken an extremely negative position
towards the "Demo-Islamists” and favored the communists not because Russia supported
themn, but also because they were perceived as a [esser evil, They had to choose between
stability and violence, and the Russians supported the forces of stability, namely the so-
called neo-communists, With the start of civil war, Russians started migrating, It was
reporied that in 1992 above 90,000 Russians had left Tajikistan.”® The migration of
Russians damaged the Tajik economy and stopped various other projects of economic
development. While Russians continued to emigrate, the Tajik government tried to make

them stay back in Tajikistan. A law was designed to encourage Russians to stay by
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allowing them dual citizenship, however, due to the economic conditions, Russian
migration continued. The small number of Russians that remained in Tajikistan did not
have any political representation. There were a small number of organizations promoting
cultural interests; therefore, protest was virtually nonexistent.’” Now that Tajikistan had
granted Russians the opfion of atiaining dual citizenship to continue with Russian
language education {for both Russians and Taiks), and inciusion of Russians in
government and business, there were no demaads or compiaints made by the Russians

against the government.'*®

The nature of power in Taiikisten blumred the boundaries between state and
society. Institutions such as parliareent and the iodiciary lack genuine authority. The
government tries to prove its legitimacy by holding elections, buf real power at all levels
of the state rests with informal clan networks, The country's 1994 Constitution does
cutline a political sysiem based on pluraiism and separation of executive, legislative, and
judicial powers but in practice, this is not implemented. Despite constitutional guarantees
of transparency and access to information, the national legislature often drafts and
discusses laws behind closed doors. Despite the collapse of communism, the party
running Talikistan has not really changed. To get in to civil service, favontism still plays
a vital role, and public administration is shaped by regionalism and clan politics. Large
parts of the country, for example, are run by influential local people, who tax the
country’s cotton, metals, and narcotics trades.” The Constitution provides a vanety of

individual nghts, including the freedom of privacy, assembly, speech, press, association,
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and religion. It also bans discrimination on the basis of nationality, race, gender, and
religion. However, government still suppresses the voice of opposition and bans
independent media. Duning the height of the civil war in 1992 and 1993, there were
thousands of extra judicial killings, the majority of which were done by government
forces and their armed militant allies. Although much of the horror of the civil war ended
with the signing of the 1997 Moscow Peace Accord, the government continges to violate
human rights in a variety of ways; through the imprisonment of political activists and
suspected radical Islamists belonging to opposition. Tajikistan's criminal code continues
from the Soviet era. Though amended, it contains many of the flaws inherited from that
period, including a basic assumption of one’s guilt until proven innocent.'® The
government clearly uses the power of the police to arrest and harass opposition political
party members, often by framing them for possession and smuggling of narcotics. In
2002, the government gave death sentences at an alarming rate of at Jeast five per
month.'*! Even after ten years of independence, corruption, crime, and insecurity remain
a hurdle in the smooth transition of post-Communism in Tajikistan. Drug wrafficking is
one of the most significant areas of crime in Tajikistan. Tajik government made some
efforts to respond to Western criticism of human rights vielations in the country.”®® but
the repression continues in Tajikistan, and the government appears to be using the US.-
led war on terrorism as a pretext for the systematic persecution of its politicel opponents,
This kind of situation failed to create sense of securnity and belonging to a nation siate

among its citizens,
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NOTES

The idea was taken from James Critchlow, Nationalism in Uzbelistan: 4 Soviet

Republic’s Road 1o Sovereignty, Oxford: Westview press, 1991,

Asg low as 25.4 percent among Turkmen, 29.7 percent among Kirghiz, 29,4 percent
among Taiiks, 49.3 percent among Uzbeks and 52.3 percent among the Kazakhs
during 1979 census, See K. Warikoo, "Soviet Central Asia in Ferment", in
K. Warikoo and Dawa Norbu, ed., Ethnicity and Politics in Central Asia, New Delhi:
South Asian publishers (pvt) ltd, 1992, p. 66. A 1969 comparative study of selected
pericdicals in Muslim areas shows that those printed in the vernacular languages
had been exceeding their Russian language counterparts in circulation growth
rates, reversing the earlier Russifving trends. By 1970 the Uszbek, Tajik, Kazakh,
Azerbaijan, Kirgiz, and Turkmen SSRs alone were publishing 132 journals and
477 newspapers in their own languages with combined circulation of 6.6 and 7.5

million respectively. See James Critchlow, op.cit.
Ibid.

Devendra Kaushk, "Cultural Aspects of Soviet Nationalities Policy in Ceniral Asia",
in K. Warikoo and Dawa Norby, ed., Imid., p. 125,

Tbid.
Keesing's Record of World Events, Vol. 35, No. 7-8, July 1989, pp. 3825 - 26.
Leninabad reverted to its old name of Khejend, Stalinabad to Dushanbe. Highest

mountain is no longer called Communism Peak but Qullai Ismoili Somoen!, after a

Tajik hero. Idea was taken from, James Crtchlow, op.cit,
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ibid, first are the writers of 1920 who laid foundation of the Tajik history and
were stil] linked with the pre- revolutionary pertod {such as Sadnddin Asnt and
Abulkosym Lohuti). Other were more nationalist writers such as Fiwat, Sadn
Zive, and Rashid Abduilo they were considered enemies of the state by the
government. Third category is of those writers and poets who came during the

Soviet period and acted as representative of the state.

Ibid.

By the mid-1980s, more than 1,600 libraries were operating in Tajikistan. In 1990
Tajikistan had twenty-seven museums and fourteen theaters in 1990, There are
theaters for music, musical comedy, and drama in several other Tajik cities as
well, Films are showr in theaters in Tajikistan's cities and in villages on an
irregular basis. By 1990’s, videc and audiocasseties became increasingly popular
sources of entertainment, as well as a means of disseminating information outside
governmentcontrolit,
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15,
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18.
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Tbid,
Anaita Khudonazar, op.cit.

Ihid. Sobir uses the heroic warriors of Iranian epic, Rustam and Suhrob (from
Abulkhosim Firdousi Shahmane, written at the end of 9th and beginning of 10th
century), to remind contemporary Tajiks about the unbreakable links with their

famous predecessors.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ISLAM IN TAJIKISTAN

As discussed in second chapter, the early history of Tajikistan reveals two
1ssues: their ethnic composition and acceptance of present name. Tajiks are the
descendants of earlier Persian speaking people. It was m the 19" century that a
geographer Ujfly differentiated Persians from Khorasan and people from other origins
sold as salves in Khiva, Bukhara and Samarkand.! The main identittes were based on
family, kinship and religious and language affiliations were the weakest one. It was after
the Arab invasion and introduction to Islam that the scenano started to change and
religion became the main source of wdentity, While discussing the identity issue in Central
Asia V. Barthold divided the Tajik identities on religion, geography and tribe. “In the

beginning the general population did not take religion as an identity and also according to

the modem theory Ummah was not considered as a nation. Mushims differentiated from
others by referring to them selves as "we Muslims’ and others by ‘Those Christians’. 1t was

after the revolution that Islam was considered as a national identity.

The Russian government took decisive and calculated measures so that a strong
Soviet state with 2 fimm structure of society could be formed.” Due to this religion became a
target of all the anti- religious campaigns. The total cutoff of Central Asia from the Muslim
Umimah resulted in review of Islem within the Mushims of Central Asia. Despite the

Government claims that all the tribal and religious groups were eradicated or were on the
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verge of extinction, still strong signs of existence of these groups were felt in late 1980s and
early 1990s. According to Hickson® historically speaking Tajik identity is Islamic identity
and 1t plays a vital role in not only defining Tajiks to themselves but also how outsiders

identify them.

4.1 Manifesiation of Isiamic Resurgence

As discussed before Islamic revivalism doesn’t mean that Islam had
completely disappeared and had now emerged. It meant that after going through different
phases i.e. various theories, ideologies and systems the Muslims turned back to Islam,
which proved the fact that Islam is the reality in today’s world, Islam is a part of Tajik
culture and is practiced in all the aspects of everyday life Le. from birth to marriage to the

funerals. Islamic resurgence in Tajikistan manifested at three levels.

It 1s observed that in Tajikistan among grass roots level awareness
regarding religion is increasing, Masses preferred wearing religious clothes, have a beard
or any other external attribute of Islam which showed their identity as Muslims. It is the
same for the fraditional rituals. Nikah is preferred over registration same is the case for
divorce.” During Soviet rule lot of young people’s interest turned towards religious
edugation, since there was no formal religious education the students invited clerics or
scholars them selves to learn about religion. Such initiatives prevailed throughout the
country but its impact was different in each area. Especially in Isfara, Mastchah,

Dushanbe, Kofarnikhon, Karategin, Favzabad, Kulyab and Kurgan-Tvube presence of
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religious education was more, Mosques were butlt by donations and were managed by a
prominent religious figure and other followers who were wealthy.® One of the important
sources of Islamic resurgence was the publication of Iterature and religious programs by the
government. The demand of terminating un-Iglamic law and implementation of Shariat by
opposition and some government officials s also an important factor of Islamic resurgence,
The government through such steps tried to calm down the opposition’. Because for the
opposition religion was the main source of nation building®. An opposition leader Abdullo
Saidov not only gave the proposal for a separate Muslim state but also called for a fight in
the name of a separate Muslir establishment. He also presented his demand to the CPSU 27

congress in 1986 for which he was arrested, his arrest cause huge wave of uwwest and

demonstrations were held. Such incidents showed the support of masses towards their
leaders’. Afler independence there is no Mufitate in Tajkistan but an Islamic Center which is
not a part of the government structure but is still controlied by them. It is led by a Council of
Ulema which consists of 27 officlal Muslim leaders who are elected after every three vears.
One of the key roles of the Islamic Council is to control and manage all the Islamic
organizations in Tajikistan'®. This is how government help people to understand Islam.
Even though the Council existed but the Muslim leaders dernanded for 2 Muftiate so that
there would be a more powerful institution through which Musiim rights would be
asserted. But the government was hesitant as this would create another power to stand
against them'". The policy of the government 10 encourage the growth of other religious
leaders in any way they could and to put restrictions on the Islamic clerics is not

plausible. But many officials cleric aree happy with the present system because it gave
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them freedom to practice their own religion and its custom’s. In retarn all they have to do
is to show loyalty to the state. They have more freedom than the Imars of Uzbekistan for

instance they are not instructed to what to talk about at the Friday Sermons ',

After the resurgence of Islam and the removal of the Soviet conirol that the Tajik
leaders were able to guestion the authority of the state. The Islamists have given their
own point of view of the situation; it is during the anti government demonstrations in
1992 that the opposition used Islam as their ideclogy throughout their campsign. The
green flag, the usage of Arabic alphabets, quotation from Quran, slogans borrowed from
the Islamic r@vmlﬁti@m in Iran all pointed cut the main phulosophy of the conflict™. 1t was
in March 1991 that a prominent religious leader Haji Akbar Turanzhonzoda Suggested
some changes to support the Tajik’s Islamic character™ but the parliament refused to
recognize the Islamic identity with in Tajikistan and his suggestions were not considered
he was defeated by 110 to 84 votes”. Due to this incident he left the parliament and
joined the opposition group. Government supporters also carried out demonstrations at
Azadi Sgaure which soon became a permanent compound for the government supporters
*® Joining of Haji Turanjonzada gave the opposition a boost in the political scenario and
it becarne more stabilized. Most of the parties used Islam to gain more power'’ which
resulted in unpredictable consequences, To maintain its power and conirol over the state
Nabiev's government exploited religion, because Nabiev thought that if the current
government was exterminated and the fundamentalists came in power then Tajikistan

development i all fields of life would decline. He made efforts in convincing evervone
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that Islamic radicals were responsible for the political crisis and they are the ones who
want to create an Islamic state like Iran'®. He had already cautioned other parties that his
dismissal would be a threat to all the nearby states’” But still he lost which took
Tajikistan in to a state of decline. After five years of dispute among the communist and
the Islamists a peace agreement was signed according to which the communists had to

share power with the Islamists.

4.2  Survival Of Islam In Tajikistan
4.2.1 Internal Faclors

The question that anses is that how has Islamn been able to survive under
the Soviet rule? This can be answered by two factors; Internal and external factors. In
1943 when Islam was established officially it had an indirect cffect on the Islam which had
survived the rule of Soviet Union. According to some scholars Islam and Marxist-Leninst
ideslogy can coexist i.e, it is possible to be a loyal Soviet citizen and a good Muslim.
Formally the official job of Islam was to prnt Quran, religious literature, calendars, hadiths,
etc. The government had its own, Sowiet East, magazine, published in Uzbek, Arabic,
Persian, English, and French,®® The head of the spiritual administration; the mufti of
Tashkent frequently talked about the misunderstanding of the religion Islam in Russia but
the Muslims who were a parf of the Russian system did not see any difference between
Islam and communism. So most of the masses in Tajikistan as elsewhere in Central Asia

followed the Mullahs who belonged to the government.
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One of the important parts of survival of Islam is the unofficial Islam which is based on
- Sufism and Mullahs who have appointed them selves as leaders they do not focus on the
Mosques but are found in other holy places shrines ete. In 1987 it was reported that agamst
the 130 official registered mosques there were not less than 1000 illegal mosques ' An
official estimate of late 80s also showed that thers were nearly 150 unefficial Islamic
practitioners in Kulyab, of Scuthern Tajikistan 2. T here foliowers cousisted of peasants,
rural and urban populations, commugist party merabers, yvouth intellectuals etc. The branch
of Sufism which is popular in Tajikistan is Nagshbandi with followers like Domullo
Mukbammadi, Domullo Hikmatullo, Makhsumi Ismeil etc. But Qadiri order is also
popular in some aress. Prominent religious figures such as Ishani Turajan, Ishani
Abdulhalibion, Ishani Nunddin and others are followers of Qadiriva. Since the Sufi
movemenis did not have many disputes with the government they were able to survive
the Soviet rule, Sufismn was popular among the masses and had a huge following this was
because people had little respect and believe in the government appointed clerics and
took Sufism as the true representatives of Islam.  Sufis played a major role in
safeguarding the rituals and practices of Islam, All modem Isiamic leaders like Nurt and
Turanjonsada agree that Sufis werge able to keep Islarn alive and pass it on 1o the
CONtEMpPOTAry leaders.” They played a vital role in preserving Islam and even today, they

have a very big influence.

Cultural practices such as birth, marriages, deaths fasting Eids etc are also one of

the reasons of survival of Islam in Tajikistan. In 1987 during the month of Ramzan in
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Tajikistan majority of the students of Dushanbe Secondary Schools observed fast, in
school No. 88, the vast majority of children observed fast. In school No. 8% more than 50
percent in every class were fasting. In secondary school No. 46, two fifty of the pupils in the
5th class stopped attending schools from the first day of Ramzan and were absent for two
weeks.™ According to Ashirov a soviet ethmographer “he who is not circumcised is not an
Uzbek (or a Turkeman or a Tajiky”. *° Same is the case in death and burial rituals, such
rituals have influenced the social awareness and increased support for religious and
nationalist pre}w:}iccs,% Similarly the Eid holidays have had positive influsnce on the youth
and have helped in keeping the religious spirt alive.The important source of information
about Islam can be obtained from the family. According to a scholar Muriel Atkin it is the
fammly which is a major sourse of information about religion for the chid. It has been
observed that in Tgllastan also family is the major socume of a ¢hild’s religious
upbringing®’. They pass the religious education further to their children and are determined
to see their next generation as true followers of Islam™. This makes the government work to
suppress the religious education of youth even more challenging. It was observed that
following of Islamic traditions interfered in the government policy and was a hindrance in
building a Soviet sooiety in Tajikistan. According to some surveys conducted in 1988 45

percent population considered themselves as believers #
Increase in local population of Central Asia is also another reason for the survival of
Islam. Due to the rise in fertility rate of the native Muslims and the migration of Europeans

and Russians from Central Asia Muslim population started to increase. During 19590 1979
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percentage of Russian population reduced from 13.3 percent to 10.4 percent in Tajikistan
and according fo the census figures of 1989, the Russian population rednced by 2.1 percent
in Tajikistan. Due to this the local population increased from 53.1 percent in 1959 and then
to 62,3 percent in 1989 % One of the other factors was the differences in annual average of
population growth. The birth rate in 1977 m Tejikistan was 37 per thousand; in 1987, ¢
reached to 42 per thousand. 30 percent of Tajik families had Bve or six children, while 15
percent of families had ten or more children. These figures should be compared with the

_average number of children in Russian families, which was only one per family.”

Apart from all these factors Islam itself is the major cause of its survival, 1t is a
complete code of hife for the Muslims covering all the aspects. 1t is not only for this world
but also for the world afer death. I 1s the faith in the religion which keeps the soul of Islam
alive in its believers. Its Iman, faith that keep Muslim a firm believer, told Saadi, a2 Pamin
Tajik. Beside these important internal indicators for the survival of Islam in Tajikistan, there

are algo some external dimengions.

4.2.2  Externad Fuctors

Beside internal there are external factors that help Islam to retain its following in
Tajikistan, Islamic revival was particularly strongly f8lt in the southern areas of Tajikistan
due to the spill over effects of Khomeini's revolution and Soviet intervention in
Afghanistan.(see Islamic radicalism in Tajikistan) Foreigners, especiaily those from

Muslim countmes played an important role in the survival of Islam in the country, As told
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by Dr Dani that during his visit to Tajikistan, he met a person while offering his prayer in
a local mosque, at Karategin. When that person came to know that Dr Dani was from
Pakistan, he requested a copy of holy Quran from him. He also asked him guestions
related to Islam and the way of living in Pakistan. He took Dr. Dani to his home and

showed him the secret underground room where Quran and religious education was

taught to the children.

4.3  Islamic Radicalism In Tajikistan

As discussed earlier [slamic resurgence is not a new phenomenon. It has different
forms that have engrossed the Muslim world and has the same impact on the Muslims of
Central Asia. The first wave of Islamic resurgence manifested itself in the form of
revival. In 1898 one of the most important revivalist movement by Sufi brotherhood of
Magshbandi emerged in Turkistan in which jihad was declared against the opposition.
The main aim behind this revolt was {o keep religion alive in the area; one of the other
reasons given was the foreign element i.e, due to the revivalist movement and rebels the
Islamic resurgence accelerated. Nagshbandi and other Sufis also played an important role
in it.™ Mohammad Al also started advocating against Russia after he returned from
Saudi Arabia under the influence of wahhabisor®. This movement did not continue for

long and was crushed by the Russians,

In the mid of 19" century some unsuccessful attempts to revive the struggle was

made which was followed by a reformusts campaign. It was noticed that Mushims took
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scientific knowledge from the Russians. ** The end of the 19th century in 'fajiki&tan can
also be taken as the time period whén cultural thinking was restored. It was at this fime
that the school of enlightenment was founded in Boukhara by Ahmad Donish a Tajik
thinker {1826-1897). This was the start of the revival of nabional, religious and political
thinking, ** A renowned historical scholar and a politician Abmad Donish also known as
Tajik Mushim reformer based most of his work on Islam thinking he used a lot of
references from the Quran, hadith in his writings. Secondly he took a lot of mspiration
from Tbn Sina (Avicenna, 980-1037), al-Farabi (870-950),al-Biruni{973-1048),al-
Ghazati(1058-1111).% His third inspiration was the Westem infleence. Since he was sent
to Russian thrice as a member of the Bukharian Embassy he has quoted many @xmnpiés
of development there in his work. The fourth reason was the difficult socio economic
situation faced by the country, Therefore most of the Islamic ideology of the Tajik people
at the end of the 19th and early 20™ is associated with Ahmad Donish.*’ In the start of the
20th century, the Jadid School of thirking was bomn it was considered as the second
generation of Tajik enlighteners and reformers. The Jadid movement was a systematic
movement and was based on organizational forms, programs, and modern approaches to
the solution of social and political problems. Some of the prominent represeniatives of
the movement were Mahmudknoja Behbudi (killed 1818), Abdurrauf Fitrat (killed in
1938), Sadnddin Ayni {1978-1934), Munzim, Fayzullo Khjayev (killed in 1938),

Abdugadir Muhiddinov (killed in 1938}, and others, **
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The end term of the Soviet Union rule is also termed as the time period of
Islamic revivalism, which can be seen in all the aspects of life. 1t was at this time that
development in the educational sector regarding religion was seen and in Dushanbe alone
dozens of nrivate religious schools appeared,”?
The role of the schools can be explained with a help of an example; in the Silk Factory
quarter of Dushanbe, there was a private school run by Haji Muhammadjan Hindustani
(1895-1989), When he faced repression from the Russians he went to India for education
and came in 1930s with education in religion from a Masrassa in Deobandi. His school

mostly catered those people who already had some religious back ground*

Due to Gorbachov's policy of perestroika there was sudden interest in
Islam in Central Asia this was the time peniod when Islam was reviving, The revival of
Isiam was due to vanious factors; Islam reemerged in & new shape in Central Asia and
was labeled as radical Tslam, extreme Islam, militant Islam or fundamentalists. This new
dimension of Islam was not the outcome of Islam in Central Asia but was due to the
external factors, According to Alexandre Bennigsen the mid 1980s was marked "in Central
Asia by a double evolution™*" At first an extensive religious revival emerged on three
levels: the grass root level, the middie level and the higher level The second trend was an
important radicalization of local nationalism.  In late 80s, the Alma-Ata uprising in
December 1986 and the Kurgan Tyube riots in February 1987, were the sign of development

of nationalist movement. Thus native Muslims started conflicting with the government

resulting in inter cultural struggle. *Both these trends were due to two external factors and



their origin goes backs to early 1980s. According to A.Bennigsen, Islamic resurgence in
Tajikistan and in the whole Central Asia is the after effects of the Iranian revointion and
Sowiet intervention in Afghmﬁsian,ﬁ&yamﬁab Khomeini adopted two strategies for the
Islamic revolution:

1. Usage of mass media to spread Islam.

2. To provoke religious sentimenis in valnerable arcas.

In 1984 Iran started its religious campaigp in Central Asia and powerful broadcast
stations were established along the borders which broadcastad religious and anti Soviet
programs. The programs mainly constituted of religious information regarding Islamic
customs, ideology and anti soviet programs regarding political nature.™In 1984 - 85 a
survey was conducted among the radio listeners and it was discovered that Tajik listeners
preferred the Asian broadeast rather than that fom the West. It was also observed that
religious programs were more in dernand than the regular programs.*The impact of Iran in
Tajikistan was so much that people had started to name their newboms ‘Ayatollah’. The
religious audio video literature smuggled from across the border was in high demand among
the public. According to the Director of Tajikistan's House of Atheism, M.Safarov,
"fighters for the purity of Islam, which he assess as the most acute and vital. . of all our
problems, some times call themselves Wahhabis and some times partisans of
Khomeini”.*® The Iranian influence on masses changed therr perception regarding Islam

and Mullahs not working for the government started campaigning for an Iranian tvpe
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government in Tajikistan.”” Due to this public started demanding religious rights and also

activated demonstrations in citics, particularly in Dushanbe and Alma-Ara™

Though Iranian influence had an impact on the Central Asian but it was the
Afghan Mujhahideen who had greater impact this was because the Afghan Muhaeedin
practically proved it that Soviet army could be confronted and defeated. It was in 80s
when the Russian mule sent the Cenfral Asian Muslims, including Tajiks, to fight with
Afghan Mujahiddens. This was a golden opportunity for them because it gave them a reason
to get to know the rest of the Muslioo countries because more Muslim states ke Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, Tran bad joined the Afghan forces. Apart from this many Tajik and Uzbek
Muslims traveled to Pakistan and Saudia Arabia to get war training and joined the Islamic
forces. It's not only that Muslims were active in taddng part in Jihad but USA also supported
Mustims to fight with Afghan Mujahiddens.® It was after three generation of isolation that
Central Asians came in contact with the Muslim Ummah. Tajikistan was more affected
by the happenings i Afghanistan because it shares the largest border with Afghanistan
which results in more political and religious exposure. Also in 1970 Mujhaideen started
to come across the border in Tajikistan which resulted in more contact between the
Muslims of both the sides. This is one of the reason that Islamists arrested in 1986 were
youth likeAsghar Sha, Nematullah Inavatov, of Kulyab, Abdul rahim karimov, of
khojend, Rajab Ali of Dushanbe. ° Soon the Soviet government realized that radical
Islam was gaining more power dav by day in Taikistan, So 1t decided to hold an

International Conference and Thirty Mushm delegations came for it. In addition to this
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the Soviet Media also increased prograins on religion Islam. But all these efforts by the
state failed as it reminded people of the Basmachi Movement, which their predecessors
had tried to avoid. Scon the public started comparing the Basmachi and afghan
resistance. In addition, the cruelties committed by Soviets on Afghans were also the
reason for changing the Liberal Islam into militant Islam, *!in Afghanistan, It was the
militant Islam, which had an impact on Tajikistan, The relationship between the
Tajikistan Islamists and the Afghani Mujahideen. The contacts between the Tajikistan
Islamists and Afghan Mujahideen flounshed during jihad and the struggle against the
Wajibullah and Soviet Union continued Most of the support to the Islamists came from
the areas near Afghanistan. Thus Afghanistan became the main point for the Islamic
revolutionist especially for the Central Asians®® The fall of the government in
Afghinistan gave hope to the opposition in Tajkistan. Soon after the collapse in
Afghanistan the government in Tapkistan agreed to give in to the demands of the
opposition that is of elections and new constitutions, this situation helped the opposition
to strengthen their stance..” Most of the support of Islamic opposition had come from the

areas contignous to Afghanistan,

The collapse of the Afghani government to the Talibans was 2 big shock to the
Central Asia and the states there decided to support the anti Taliban alliance. Taliban's
capture of Mizare Sharif was so great that one western diplomat remarked, “Taliban
might be attempted to pursue Massoud inside Tajikistan- that is the danger” * The anti

Taliban alliance morder to get support of the Tajik government held talks with them. The
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Tajik government responded positively because they too were threatened by the Taliban
control  in north of Afghamstan which would also strengthen the Taitk government
opposition since they received mulifary trainings and arms support from there. This
support helped in strengthening the Tajikistan’s Isiamic movement. The dispute opened
oppurtunities for more militant groups such as the Hizbul-Tahrir and the IMU, to gain
hold among Tajikistan's Muslims. Deobandism and Wahbaism also cessed the

opportunity to strengthen their foothold in Tajikistan.

Deobandi an important Sunnd sect emerged in India in the 19% century and one of
its important contribution was the reintroduction of lihad in the Sunni Islam. The
Deobandhi traming camps in Pakistan trained the Talibans for Jihad in the 90s. Mullah
Muhamrmad Rustamov a student of Deoband had innovate ideads and opened madrassah
at Dushanbe.™ All the Tajik political and religious leaders ke Said Abdullo Nouri,
Muhammadsharif Himattsoda, Domulle Hikmatullo, Ishani Nuriddin, and Makhsumi
Ismoil where his students and were trained there.”® Said Abdullah Nusi and Muhammad
Shanf Himattsoda, formed Islamic Renaissance Party branch in Tajilastan in 1991, The
Tatar scholars who organized Muslims within the Soviet Union had established the all-
Union IRP in June 1990 in Astrakhan, Russia. Under Gorbachev’s glasnost the IRP
registered as a political party, However, it was banned in the Central Asian republics and

only the Tajik IRP continued to operate.”
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in the early days of civil war the IRP were considered the main opposition
movement, this prompted Rashid to state that it was only Tajikistan IRP movement which
was given a high statire.’ *> The main aim of the party was to spread Islam and to
establish an Islamic state. The leaders of the party traveled through out the world w0 look
for support and this supporl gave the party an authenticity.” According to Rashid the
Tajik Islamists are an exceptional group amongst miltants groups in Central Asia because
they are comabination of various elements which represent the Ceniral Asian Islam giving
the group more legitimacy than ‘other extreme radical groups.®® IRP attacked the
government forces and Kulyabi milita from its bases in Karategin, Kurgan Tyube
Tavildara vatleys and Afghanistan turning the civil war in to a guerilla war.®' The defeat
of Islamists in Tajikistan m 1992 led fo a number of consequences. Firstly 2000000
Tajiks migrated to Afghanistan and the party established bases in north of Afghanistan,
Kunduz and Talogan. Thirdly the tajik refugees were trained and sent back to fight, now
Afghanistan was directly involved in the power struggle going on in Tajkistan. The
leaders of the party traveled to vanous countries seeking support and the Ta;iiic dispute
soon became an international 1ssue. In 1997 a peace settlement was made and soon after
that the influence of IRP declined. The losses acquired during the civil war were too great
for the party and these caused disagreement and disputes amongst the party leaders.
Many IRP commanders refused to join government and preferred to join Juma

Namangani, an Uzbek leader,™
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The main reason behind the decline of the party was the general feeling
about the party among the masses. People thought that the party was no longer working
for the Islamic cause nor were interested in solving the problems faced by the Muslims.
The disillusioned members of IRP formed Adolat with Islamic revolution being its main
aun. Militant underground groups like, Tauba {Repentance). Islam Lashkarlary (Fighters
for Islam), Hizb-IIslami (Party of Istam)® decreased the popularity of IRP. Another
popular radical movement in Tajilastan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan was Hizb ut-Tahnr
al-Islamai (HT). Even though this movement belonged to the Middle ¥ast it had the largest
support of any Central Asian Islamist movement. As stated by Rashid its mwain aim are
obscure and outdated in nature as compared to the other radical Islamic movements in the
world t{}da}a"% HT was founded in Saudi Arabia and Jordan in 1953, with the aim o
establish the caliphate. The leaders of the party stressed that the methods used by the
party were non violent and their main objective was to win the support of the public
through sincenty and education. This group denys any links with Taliban, Al Qaeda or
MU, and believes in peaceful jihad instead of war.®® Bat due teo the repressive pelices
used by the the Central Asian regimes HT leaders were forced to counter them,” HT not
only influenced the north of Tajkistan andthe southern end of the Fergana valley, but its
control could also be felt in Dushanbe. The youth was not only interested in its policies
but also joined the party. These circumstances not only alarmed the government if also
took certain steps like preaching of Islam and [slamic activities by the moderator and IRP
leaders who had joined the govermment. But 1t was a known fact that IRP was not very

popular in the north of Tajikistan.® HT was unfamiliar of this region due to its denial of
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Sufism, which was popular in Central Asia and its anti-Shia stance. Party magnetism
{(especially in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) is perceived as unsble to deliver

socioeconomic stability and welfare. &

The Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) was ope movement which shared
the same aim with HT. But IMU opted a different way to achieve their aim, this party
emerged in a small town of Namangan in the heart of the Fergana Valley was led by two
men in their early twenties, Tohir Abdoubalifowvitch Yuldeshev and Jumaboi
Ahmadzhanovitch Khojaev, who later took up the name of their hometown and became
Juma Namangani. Their main aim w as to over throw the [Jzbek government, and like HT
it had no value for the official islam nor had any patience and fear of the political
regime’.”® Unlike HT it used violence as its primary method, it was the crack down by the
Uzbek governmment which led to the migration of the militants  like Yuldeshev and
Namangani from the Fergana Valley. When the civil war started, Yuldeshev migrated o
Afphanistan with Tajik leaders and set up IRP base in exile, in Takgan.”" The IRP
attached Tajik guerrillas to Mamangani’s group and he moved in to Tavildara valley. This
Valley remains the IMU’s most important base in Central Asia. They also fought with
government troops. - IMU links with internationa) terrorist organizations increased , and
U.S. officials then stated that Osama bin Laden was a primary financier behind the
establishiment of the IMUL Soon after Tajikistan signed the peace treaty 1t was no longer
safe for IMU to operate from there,”” The only option for them was Afghanistan and soon

the IMU bases in Mazare-I-Sharif and in Kunduz, north of Afghanistan became a pan-
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Islamic force. IMU drew fighters from Tajikistan, Kyrzyistan, Uzbekdstan, Paksstan,
Chechnya, and Caucasus, China’s Muslim majority province, Xangjiang. The crack down
on Islamic militants picked up speed when there was as assassination attempt  on
Uzbekistani president Isfam Karimov on 16 February 1999 in Tashkent, in which 13 were

killed and 128 injured.”

All the happenings in Central Asia proved that militanism is not
unavoidable. Islam and politics enjoy a diverse relationship, because all the head of states
use Islam to make their rule more genuine one of its example is that all the Muslim
festivals have become state holidays.” The main aim behind legal regulation, however,
has been to restrict or prevent ‘political organization on the basis of [slam.” Uzbekistan
and Dagestan are the most repressed regions. [norder to prevent emergence of other

groups such as IMLJ the povernment had to allow pluralism.

The real and the imaginary threats from the Islamic extremisim has lead in
repressing the democratic freedom and in some cases the authorities have alse adopted
harsh measures against non-militant and even pop-political Muslims,” Due to the Islamic
extremism repression has increased even in liberal countries hke Kyrgyzstan, Between
Central Asian nations, the threat of Islamic extremism has increased both tension and
greater cooperation in order to resist and combat the extremists’ challenge. ™ Since so
much conflicts alreedy exists among the Central Asian countries, the tensions have

overshadowed the cooperation
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4.4  Causes Of Islamic Radicalism

There has been a lot of research and analysis done in identifving the main force
behind the rise of Islamic militancy and iis 'pepalati%‘y among the masses. However there
has been a general agreement among the analysts regarding the basic essentials of the
militant movements. One is the ideclogical factors ltke mterpretation of Isiam is very
vital. Similarly the drafting of the fighters in the pulitant group is very muech dependant
on the socio economic condition of the country because the more the unfavourable
circumstances are more innovative ideas would be possible. Support from external

sources and financial support are also added advantages.

After mndependence Tajikistan faced 50 percent loss in its state revenue
which it used to receive from Russis, in addition to this Tajikistan also lost the barter
arrangement with other countries in which it got food in return of cotton and aluminum.
The civil war had disrupted both agricultural and industrial production of Tajikistan.
Mainly it was the cotion industry one of the major industry in the Soviet time which was
the worst hit.”” The overall economy of Tajikistan suffered badly and the national
revenue, living standard, availability of bousing, education, health and culture fcilities
were very poor,”" At the same time, a rise in the population of Tajikistan was observed,

with an increase in the unemployment level poverty also increased.”
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Due to all these conditions corruption was high in every department® and drug
trafficking was common.®’ For example, most of Afghanistan’s drug exports to Europe in
2002 passed through the Tajik-Afghan border. This drug export was financial bepeficial
for regional leaders on both sides of the Tajik-Afghan border.® The incr%ase in the
poverty and unemplovment rate drug traffickizg became a tempting source of income.
The drug trade also affected the political process by extending suppori to corrupt

candidate, ™

The government to tried minimized the Islamists by pressurizing IRP. In
July 2002, after three Tajik citizens were arrested by coalition forces in Afghanistan and
sent to Guantanamo Bay, the President traveled to the northern town of Isfars, and made
a significant speech, stressing on the change in the relationship of the government and
Isiam, He blamed IRP for training people and encouraging extremisum and according to
him this would lead in splitting the society in to pie::esgf’ He also claimed that
“extremism” was being proliferated in mosques where IRP members were working as
clergy. % After the President visit and speech there was a major crack down on the
unregistered mosques and many were closed down. The Imams were discharged due to
involvement in political activities.® This crackdown further deteriorated the relationship
between the Muslims and the state. The security was given free hand to interrogate any
suspicious religious pecson who they thought would be a security threal. Some prominent
religious leaders claimed that they were called for interrogation and were given verbal

wamings regarding their political activities. ¥ While others were afraid to speak to
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outsiders without official permission, The Ministry of Security {MS) infiltrated religious
structures™ and the Ministry of Interna! Affairs Department No. 8 mvestigated old cases
of wartime crimes, despite the peace agreement of 1997, Under such situation it is no
surprise that people wanted a just social and economic order that éxisted during the time

of the Prophet and the four caliphs.
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CHAPTER FIVE

RADICALISATION OF ISLAM IN TAJIKISTAN:

EXTERNAL DIMENSIONS

The turmeil in Tajikistan gave outside powers a:ﬁ unprecedented
opportunity io establish their influence and to safeguard their strategic, political and
economic interests, These are, the Great Game, {played by the Russia, Chine and USA),
rele of important Muslim countnes {Saudi Arabia, Palastan, Iran and Turkey) and the
tmmediate neighbors {Afghanistan, Uzbekistan). The policies these important countries
have for Tajikistan, in one way or another, also gyrate around the religion, which is

Islam.
%1  The New Great Game: Is Islam the Target?

51.1 US4

The strategic conflict between the British Empire and the Tsarist Russian Empire for
control in Centgal Asia is termed as the Great Game.' The powers involved in the game

demarcated the border between Afghanistan and Central Asia in 1884.% The end of the
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second world war supplanted the United States with Britain as the global power, Now the
game started for the influence in the Middle East, containment of the Soviet Union,
ideological conflict and access to resources of the region. This period is sometimes
referred as “The New Great Game".® Countries like India, Pakistan, Afghanistan etc all

became the part of the new great game,

For USA the Central Asian region is strategically vervy important, as it is located
close to Russia, China, Iran, Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf States. The post 9711 event
growing threat of terrorism, Islamic fundamentalism, narcotics, promoting democracy
and protection of human rights, enhanced the importance of the region, not only for the
countries of the region but also for the sole supper power. A major area of concern for the
US in Central Asia is the nse of radical Islamic proups. These groups threatened the
endurance of the existing regimes { who supporied USA war against terrorism} and aim
to establish Islamic governments n their place. USA, Russia and China have complete

convergence of views as far as radicalistaion of Islam in Central Asia is concerned.®

Islamic Movement of Uszbekistan (IMU), the most prominent radical Islamic
group in the region. It has its bases in Tajikistan and Afghanistan and it has been
gstimated that the IMU is capable of recruiting and training a multi-national force of up
to 5000 guerillas within a year. It is the most potent threat to the stability of the entire
region. Apprehending the dangers of 'Islamic fundamentalist’; the US Congress passed
the Freedom Support Act in October 1992, aimed at propping up and consolidating the

new states into viable democratic sovereign entities.® As a policy to counter the growing
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influence of the fundamentalists, the USA supported the increasing Russian influence in
the region. However, things changed, as the region attracted long-term investment of oil
companies. ' So from this perspective, the containment of both Iran and Russia became

the main concem for the US.

fran feels threatencd by the presence of US forces in the Persian Gulf and
Afghanistan, while it viewed the USA involvement and physical presence in the Central
Asian region to encircle the Iran. To counter this, Iran plaved a pivotal role in supporting
the Northern Alliance against Taliban. This gave Iran to considerable influence in Central
Asia, particularly in Tajikistan, with whom it shares ethnic, cultural, and hnguistic tes,
However post-9/11 developments have changed the whele scenario. ¥ Tajikistan accepted
US forces on its soil, Turkmen asirspace to American over flights has been achieved and
the creation of U5 bases in three Central Asian Republics have sent clear signal to the
Iran that in a conflict with the US, it has to open its fronts not only in the Persian Gulf but

also in the Central Asia and the Caucasus.”

Out of all the countries of the region, Tajikistan with its uranium enrichunent
facility at Chalovsky {(established during 1940° by Stalin and provided material for the
Soviet Union's first atomic bomb) is important for the USA. The American concern is
over the visits of franian intelligence delegations to Central Asian Republics in 1991'° As
a consequence James Barker, USA Secretary of State, vigited Tajikistan in February 1992

and sought assurance from its leaders that they will not supply enriched uranium to
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Pakistan, [ran, Svria, Libya and iraq.“ Thus an agreement was signed between the two
countries to limit the export of uranium. In exchange USA promised to invest in textile
sector in Kulyab.'*The importance of USA role in the Tajik conflict is clear from the fact
that Haji Akbar Turandzonzoda toured the USA and exchanged views on the futwre of

Tajikistan and its prospects of peace with USA officials. b

With the war against tertorism, Tajikistan became in limelight of world politics.
Tajikistan, which shares & 750-mile border with Afghanistan, became a major ally of
USA and provided its bases to USA forces.'® Tajikistan and the USA are establishing
military and military-technical cooperation on such directions as information exchange
within the international counter-terrorist operation Enduring Freedom, personnel fraimng
for the republic’s Armed Forces, teaching English to servicemen, providing technical
assistance for the Tajlk army. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld in his trip to
Tajikistan in 2005 said that the United States and Tajikistan are “solid partners” in the
war against terrorisrn “and in promoting peace and stability in Afghanistan.””® Some
military analysts have suggested Tajikistan's Kulyab airbase, located roughly 60 miles
from the Afghan border as the best potential base for US forces, '® Defense Official Rear
Admural John Stufflebeem said “We would hope to have a capability to get access o
Afghanistan from the north and the south”. "'In December 2001, Tajikistan also
announced that it would provide air bases for US forces, with Kulvab, Khojend, and
Kurgan-Tyube coming under consideration. In 2002, transport planes from the US,
France, and Italy used the Kulyab airfield to move froops, munitions, and various other

essential commodities to Afghanistan, ™
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5.1.2 Russia

Russia is considered as one of the major factor in saving Tajikistan from
disintegrﬁtifm,w There are different stages of the Russian interest and involvemery in
Tajikistan, Initially it was limited in the initial stages of the crisis.?® However, the
escalation of violence in Tajikistan forced the Russian policy makers to change their
policy. Islamic Fundamentalism®' is considered as the main threat defines for the Russia.
It is said that if fundamentalism succeeded in Tajilastan, it would have spill over effects
for Uzbekistan and Russia® as § percent of Russia’s own Muslim population lives in
areas adjacent to Central Asia®’ there was fears that Islamist feelings will also effect
thern. The fear that the Islamic Renatssance Party (IRP) was gaining the control, Russians
forced the government in Dushanbe to accommodate the opposition. As a result coalition
government was formed in 1992.% The mediation was through the commander of CIS
forces stationed in Dushanbe.® However the conflict escalated, and as a consequence
ethnic Russians started migrating towards their native land ”® This created problem of
refugees, unemployment, housing, food, ete. for Russia. Also Russia was concerned
about the growing influence of China, Afghanistan and fran in the region. As the main
source of weapons for opposition is Afghanistan, Russia tock a senous notice of the
situation and decided to seal off the Tajik-Afghan border on the plea that drugs,
terrorism, extremism and subversive activities will pour into Central Asia and through it
into Russia. ' In May 1992 Russia, Armenia, Kazakhistan, Kirghizistan, Uzbekistan and
Tajikastan signed a Treaty on Collective Security in Tashkent, The treaty committed the

signatory states to undertake co-operative military action under article-4 of the treaty.”
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The Tajik Cabinet of Ministers ordered CIS froops to protect strategic sites in
Tajikistan.” The treaty was further expanded, when it was decided to setup a blue helmet
force for rapid deployment in any area of conflict within the CIS, Russia, Kirghizistan
and Tajikistan signed an agreement in January 1993 to consider the external border of the
CI$ as the border of Russia.’’ Russia signed important agreements with Tajikistan. !
Similarly a bilateral reaty of friendship and security was signed. Russia agreed to protect
Tajik-Afghan and Tajik-Chinese borders and take the CIS troops under its jurisdiction.™
The deciston was condemned by Tajik opposition and called it as interference in the
internal affairs of Talikistan and were charged of supplying arms and fuel to the anti-
Islamic forces, Tajik former Deputy Premier Daviat Usman compared the conflict in
Tajikistan to the Russian intervention in Afghamstan and cailed it “a war belween

Tajikistan and Afghanistan, a war betwesn Islam and non-believers™

Russia interference added fuel to the fire. Rallies against the Russian presence
were held in pro-Islamic regions and Dushanbe and was addressed by the leaders bke
Haji Akbar Turandzonzoda > IRP leaders showed no faith or confidence on CIS forces. **
Cn the other hand pro-government elements like Kulyab and Xhojend regions, along with
Uzbek and Russian minorities welcomed the Yeltsin decision.”® Russia launched its
"Near Abroad Policy”, The policy aimed as “Russia’s tasks are to end and regulate armed
conflicts around Russia’s territory, to prevent them spreading and to ensure the strict
application of buman rights, especially those of the Russians in the near abroad™.”” With
the policy Russia recognized as a key plaver in Central Asia. In order to be retive and

reasserting its influence in Tajikistan Russia supported President Imamali. It is a new
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development in Tajikistan's politics. Previously Khojendis had the support of Russia,
while Kulyabis had no external support. Thus realizing the importance of Russian support
Kulyabis tried to get maximum out of the situation and consolidated their power. *® The
Kulyabis with the Russian conseni, began to gradually drive the Khojendis and
Tajikistanis Uzbeks out of the Central government and local administrations throughout

Tajikistan.”

However Russia have to pay for its involvement. On 13™ July 1993, Russian
border guards were attacked by 200 Mujahideens and 200 Tajik militants, killing 23
Russian guards,™ This incident raised the question of real involvement of the Russia in
Tajikistan's affair and for the first fme a comprehensive Russian policy at normalizing
the situation in Tajikistan was worked out. It was decided that Russia had special
responsibility to end all conflicts in the former Soviet Union, that its armed forces have a
special mission to protect the 25 million Russians living outside Russia®' Yetlsin
declared that “withdrawing the Russian amy from Tajikistan would mean leaving a
whole nation to perish, something Russia would never atlow ** It also decided to seek
political and diplomatic solution of the crisis and pressurized the Tajik government 1o
held talks with the opposition leaders. Russian President convened a Russian-Central
Asian Summit in Moscow, on the Tajikistan issue. Four important documents are signed
which provided the legal basis to legitimize direct Russian role in Tajikistan, It was the
under Russian pressure, that Tajik government allowed opposition parties to contest
eisctions, * Tajik opposition candidates were allowed to contest election with a predicied

result. In February-2000 parliamentary elections, several pelitical parties took part. Also
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at the January 1996, CIS Summit, Tmamali's government was wamed that the peace-
keeping forces*® mandate would not be extended indefinitely unless Imamali find a
compronise with the opposition leaders during the peace talks.*® According to the peace
agreement IRP members/guerrilias were inducted in Tajildstan’s regular army. But still
the army has 9000 Russian men® thus the key to Tajikistan’s Security is Russian forces
that stationed in the country. With the rise of Taliban threat of extremist Islamic ideology
infiltrating 1 Tajikistan has emerged. This gave Russia a chance to increase ifs presence
in the country and has formalized the presence of Russian army forces.*® The Russian
government supplied arms to General Ahmad Shah Masocd, to assist him in his battles
against the Taliban. There is evidence that the Tajik city of Kulyab is being used for this
purpose.”’. Russia has not been happy with the establishment of close links between
Central Asian states and the West; the threat of Islamic extrermsma is one way it can bring

Central Asian states under iis own protective umbrella.

81.3 China

Although for Beijing Central Asia has enormous economic potential for China,
it’s policy 1s driven by its national concern. China’s Muslim majonty province Xingiang
has borders with Kazakhstan, Kryzhistan and Tajikistan. The province faced rebellion in
1990 when the Kazakh, Tajik, Kirghiz population of the province mied to join their
brethren across border with whom thev have religious, social, cultural, linguistic and
historical refations.” Also IMU and Taliban recruited Islamic militants and separatists

from the Xinjiang province and aftacked the Chinese security forces. CARs closed
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Ulghur publications, export of arms, propaganda or funds for Uighur separatists in
Xinjiang.”' In return China provided military help and assistance to the governments of
Ugbekistan, Tajikistan and kyrgyztan to fight militant Islam. Thus China realized the
trans-national threat for its territonial integrity. Thus for Tajikistan, as like other Ceniral
Asian Republics major economic partner is China. > China called summit meeting, of
China, Tajikisten, Kazakhstan, Russia and kyrgyezstan in 1996,  Demilitarization,
demarcation of boarders, and joint military patrol were the main decisions of the summit.
But the creation of Shanghai Five was the most significant of all. The summit of 1999, in
Bishkek, became the forum to discuss the threat of Islamic fundamentalism, drug and
weapons smuggling from Afghanistan.™ Thus radical and extreme Islam became the
focal point around which the major powers of the world formulate their policies, These

policies, unlike the past, are based on ceoperation and coordination.

5.2  Radicalization of Islam from Neighbors

52.1 zbekistan

When opposition groups came to power in Dushanbe, Uzbek President, Islam
Karimov was threatened and was alarmed by the opposition at home. He is fearful about
the “Islamism” extending to Uszbekistan. Moreover, with a large Tajik population in
Samarkand and Bukhara, government in Taskhent could not risk a new regume in
Tajikistan, which could demand the retum of these regions. Approximately one million™

cach Tajiks and Uzbeks live in each other borders territory. Any man migration of
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Tajikistan’s Uzbeks could invite a backlash from Uzbekistan against Tajik nationals in
that country. Thus fostering unrest in Uzbekistan. In this backdrop, the most important
threat for Uzbekistan is the radicalization of Islam in Uzbekistan is started in the town of
Mamangan by Tohir Abdoubaililovitch Yuldeshev and Jumaboi Almadzhanovitch
Khojaev (Juma Namangani). He participated in war against Afghanistan, He admired
Mujahedeen and traveled Saudi Arabia for religious instruchon, came under the mfluence
of Wahhabism and received funds from Saudi Wahbabi foundations. ** Yuldeshev and his
men wanted to declare Uzbekistan as an Islamic state.*® Uzbek government cracked down
in Namangan. Yuldeshev and his men flee to Tajikistan and joined IRP. He also traveled
to Pakistan, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia Turiﬁey,. Caucasus, where he mest with many
Islamic fundamentalist groups to raise funds for his aim Namangani moved to Tavildara
valley and IRP attached Tajik guernlias to Namangani’s group. He frequently visited IRP
hieadquarters in Talogan in Afghanistan {o plan strategies to receive supplies and to meet
the TRP political leaders. * When civil war ended in Tajikistan Namangani was not
happy. As Tajikistan could not be considered as a safe place for Namangani so he moved
to Afghanistan where Taliban provided him refugee. **All this gave president Islam
Karimov an excuse fo crush Islamic opposition. The opposition leaders are imprisoned. T
he border with Afghanistan and Tajikistan had been sealed. Alr traffic between
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan bad been stopped” Uzbekistan's political organizations are
prohibited from receiving financial or any other support from outside the repubiic,éﬁ On
16™ July 1992, at a meeting of CIS Foreign and Defence Minister in Tashkent, he

requested the CIS border troops deployment along Tajik-Afghan border. He also warned

221



Russiaabout the emerging Islamic threat not only for the region but for the Russia also, *!
Thus played a significant role in ousting of the Islamists and democratic forces from
Idushanbe inio the Pamir Mountains and Afghanistan.® Opposition also accused

Uzbekistan, © Uzbekistan became the regional ally of Russia.

This resulted in interstate conflict In 2000 winter Tashkent cut gas supplies to
Dushanbe and Bishkek in order to pressurize the Tank governments to stamp out IMUL
Tashkent alzo started expelling the Tajikistan refogees from Uzbekistan who came during
the civil war in Tajikistan® While Tajik government had ifs own resentment against
Uzbekistan as it provided sanctuary to several dissents from Tajikistan ® However a shift

can be seen tn Uzbekistan’s policy. On 7" August 1993 at Moscow, President Islam

imov declared that there was “no military solution to the Tajik Conflict”.® He
appealed to the UN Secretary General Botris Gali to help in the search of political
sefiflement and requested UN observer to be sent to Tajikistan.” He called on the leaders
of Tajikistan to resume talks with opposition and announce election. A major shift can be
seen when Islam Karimov invited Hajt Akbar Turandzonzoda at the UN-mediated intra-
Tajik peace talks, for consultation®® Islam Karimov also held intra-Tajik peace talks in
Tashkent. A natural consequence of such a move 1s to forge alliance between the Tajik
opposition and Khojendisand to minimize the influence of Kulyabis and Russians. When
opposition were invited a mumber of Khojendis also came, With such 2 move Kanmov
won the regional support for his Tajik policy, Karimov convened a Summit mesting of

Kazakhistan, Kirghizistan and Uzbekistan. At the meeting “common approach to resolve
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the Tajik civil war™ was discussed. This started a tug of war between Russia and

Uzbekistan.

Although Karimov tried to convince Russian leadership that Uzbekistan is the
only principal ally’”® of Russia in the region, on the other hand 30,000”' Russian troops in
Tajikistan, make Karimov apprehensive about Moscow. Also Russia backed Rakhmémv,
a Kulyabi, to counter the Khoiendis and the Uzbekistan’s influence. Then he accuses
Russia of neo-imperialism in the region. “However, cross-border invasion by armed
insurgents is a sensilive issue between Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Anti-Rakhmanov
forces attacked from Uzbekistan in 1998, while Military group of Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan (IMU) launched attackes  from Tajikistan into Uzbekistan territory in 2000

and 2001, In 2000, Uzbekistan also questioned Uzbek-Tajik border.

5.2.2 Afghanisian

Many scholars believed that emergence of fundamentalism and eroption of civil
war in Tajikistan is the extension of what 1s happening in Afghanistan. There are ethnic,
cultural and religious continuity between the population of Afghanistan and Tajikistan,
After Pashtuns, Tajiks are the second large nationality in Afghanistan. Uzbeks and
Turkmen ranks third and fourth respectively. Dushanbe i3 just 100 Km from the
Afghanistan. Most of the present settlers m northern Afghanistan had left Central Asia as
refugees durtng anti-Soviet Basmachi Movement (1917-1927) and the Collectivization

campaigns in early 1930°. Leaders of basmachi in Afghanistan launched guerilla
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operations against communist forces from north of Afghanistan, Thus their relations

cannot be explained through state controlled approach. They have multiple channels.

From mid 80° the link was established between religious parties in Afghanistan nd
southern and central Tajikistan. Dr Dani told that it was during Afghan jihad that Islam
was politicized and fundamentalist movement in Tajikistan started. The reason he gave
was the Tajiks of Afghanistan are more religious than Uzbeks and had the greater
potential and capacity to exert Islamist influence on their ethnic cousins across the
boarder. The fandamentalist parties of Afghanistan had a strong presence along the Tajik
boarder. The Afghan Mujahideen established contacts with the Tajiks and started
crossing the border mto Tajikistan. They used to smuggle anti-Soviet Islamic and
fundamentalist ideclogy literature into Soviet Central Asia via Afghanistan. The
Mujahideen have been the source of inspiration to the Tajiks. A Tajik mntellectual told an
American Iran Specialist:... im 1904.5 the Japanese showed an earlier generation of
Central Asians that Russin was not invincible, the Afghan Myjahideen have demonstrated
this to the present generation.” The Soviet intervention re-established links between the
Tajiks and their brethren in Afghanistan.”® These links were fostered by “same language,
same cullure, same religion and same ancestors in common”, & Reporis about the active
involvement of Afghan Mujahideen in propagating Jibad in Tajikistan began to appear in
the Soviet Press since 1986.7¢ It was the Dushanbe anti-Armenia riots of February 1990
that both Ahmad Shah Masood and Buwrhanuddin Rabbani, both Tajiks and belonging to
Jama-i-Islamni factions, reacted strongly and characterized it as “freedom movement”,

33577

“internal revolt” against the "Soviet subjugation”’ As a consequence the Islamic cum
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Democratic opposition have the main support from Afghanistan. As the civil war started,
the opposition from Kurgan, Tyube, Dushanbe and Gorno-Badakhistan crossed regularly

into Afghanistan to secure arms, training and safe heaven,

In order to cut the mam support of the opposition, the ClI5 decided (o seal off the
Tajik-Afghan border in a CIS Treaty of Collective Security of July 1992, Imamali
Rakhmanov welcomed the decision ~ The decision added more fuel in the situation.
Shadmon Yusupov Chairman of IDPT i1ssued a public appeal to Afghanistan asking for
gid in the ongoing conflict and also against the “interference” of the CIS forces in
“Tajikistan’s internal crisis.® This created panic armong the CIS, Russia and Uzbekistan

and situation on the Tajtk-Afghan border became tense.

The first armed attacks from outside Tajik territory occurred from Afghanistan.
Incidents of border violation and armed clashes on Tajik-Afghan border were escalated.
By the end of 1992, about 50,000 were reported to have been killed in these armed
clashes, where as more than 6 lacks became refugees®’ these were mostly the opposition
supporters who fled to northern Afghanistan, These refugees lived in three distinet areas
of or around the city of Mazar-i-Shanif in Balkh province, Tashgurghan and in the
province of Kunduz borders directly on Kurgan Tyube®™ However Tajik government
estimated that by June 1993, 5, 90,000 refugees had retumed.”While Afghan

Mujahidesn leaders provided training to Tajik extremists >
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Tajik government in exile in Talogau, Afghanistan was set up by the Tajk
opposition groups included of IRP, DPT and Lal-e-Badakhshan. Voice of Free Tajikistan,
a new radio-station had been also working in Afghaajstag;,” which propagated the
opposition propaganda and Jihad. Not only that the Tajik opposition has been radicalized
but also they received military and political support from the difference forces in
Afghanistan. The main Afghan Lords Almed Shah Masood, Burhanuddin Rabbani the
Tajik, Rashid Dostum, the Uzbek and Hikmat Yar, the Pashtun not only shared the
refugees among themselves but also provided mulitary and diplomatic helps to their

ethnic brethren across the border.

Abdul Rashid Dostum with his Junbish-t-Milli-yvi-Islami-yvi- Afghanistan became
the regional ally of President Karimov®™ and visited Tashkent several times. He helped to
gvacuate Uzbek refugees from Kurgan Tyube during the civil war. There have been
reports that General Dostum and Uzbek President, Karimov have been trying with the
idea of creating a “Secular buffer state” in northermn Afghanistan to cover the southern
borders of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan which would act as a2 wedge against the spirit of

radical Islam.. ™

President Islam Karimov tock the inifiative to pursue Russia to control Tajik-
Afghan border and helped the Tajikistan’s government to reassert its conirol over rebel
strong holds within Tajikistan. Still thousands of IRP guerrillas are regrouped and

received training in Afphanistan. Guibaddin Hekmatvar's, he is from 2 town near
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Afghan-Tajik border, Party Hezb-i-Islami supplied weapons to pro-Islamic forces and
trained the Tajik fighters in Kunduz™ while Masood’s Supervisory Council of the North
(SCN) provided fraining facilities to the pro-Islamic forces m Tajikistan. These forces
used fo wear the uniforms of Masood's SCN.¥ Burhanuddin Rabbani’s, be is from
Badakhshan, Jammat-i-Islam-Yi-Afghanistan {J1A) also provided help to pro-Islamic
forces.™ Khanabad was the headquater of the Saudi Arabia backed Ittehad-I-Islami(
wahabi part) in Kunduz, It must be remembered that the first disturbance that broke out in

Kurgan tyube was on the arrest of Wahhabi leader, A. saidov.

With the rise of Taliban phenomenon the threat of rise of Islamic fundamentalism,
Taliban favoured the Deobandi interpretation of islamm, and suspected inroads by the
Taliban militia into the Central Asian main land has forced the Central Asian leaders and
Russia to take a concrete steps.”’ Taliban threat provides a justification for Russia to
maintain an armed presence along with political and economic interference in Tajikistan.
No only that it also justified the — Imamali’s policies against opposition, but the positive
repercussion is that the Taliban factor encouraged the Tajik opposition and government to
enter into negotiation. Ahmed Rashid mentioned that it was not the Islamic zeal that
made Taliban popular in Afghanistan, rather it was the rise of Pashtun nationalism
against the {ajik control over Kabul, beside other factors, that gave Taliban a chance to
control the area. “Ii was only after the thousands of Pakistani, Ceniral Asian, Arabs,
Africans and East Asians who fought for the Taliban that Islamic radicalism with global

perspective became the leading goal for the Taliban. Thus now top leaders of Taliban
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wanted to expand their goals beyond Afghanistan into Central Asia. * The first enemy to

be singled out would be Tajikistan because of Russian forces in Tajikistan.

President Rabbani also encouraged Tajik peace process and in the first meeting
between Rakhmanov and Nuri took place in Kabul. But when Taliban captured Kabul in
September 1996, it forced the government and opposition to intensify the reconciliation
process and when Taliban captured northeast Afghanistan in 1997, it forced the Tajiks in
exile in Afghanistan to leave for Tajikistan Beside the military, political channels are
used by Afghanistan government™ to solve the Tajikistan's problem. However their
reconciliatory move did not solve the problem and did not defuse the tension on the

Tajk-Afghan border.

8.3  Muslim Countries: Spreading Islamic Ideology or Radicalization?

The disintegration of Soviet Union not only provided opportunity to the people of
the Central Asia to reestablish their ethnic, cultural identity but also fo reconnect
themaelves with the Uramah, Islamic missionaries from Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and
Turkey were the first visitors in the region. These visitors binld new mosques, provided

copies of Holy Quran, and support to Islamic parties.
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531 Iran

Tajikistan, geographically seerns very remote from Iranian territory — still due to
cultural linguistic, historic and economic interests, both countries have co-operated In
vartous fields. That is why when pro-Islamic government failed and Russia’s influence
increased in Tajildstan was not regarded with pleasure in Iran. Iranian newspapers
accused Russia and Uzbekistan for interfering in intemnal affairs of Tajikistan and

supporting Communists in Dushanbe ”

Tajikistan is the most fertile ground for Iranian influence in the region. Iran
became the first country 0 open an Embassy in Dushanbe. Much of the Iran’s imeres‘g is
in Persian culture. Even before independence in 1989 Tajikistan government opted for
Tajik as a state language and openly recognized the importance of Persian culture.”® Jran
welcomed the decision and played 2 major role in providing teachers, text-books, printing
manual and publications. However, the change of alphabets and reliance on and from Iran
has created problems for Tajik speakers. Tajik language belongs to the Eastern branch of

the Persian language family is not identical to standard Iranian Persian.

Secondly, there are vocsbulary differences between Tajik and Iranian Persian
because Tajik language bedsides the Russian loan-words also have the survival of the old
Persian terminology.”’ As a remedy Iran setup a Association of Persian language on 19
February 1992 with Tajikistan, Afghan Mujahideen and any state wished to join it*®

Besides linguistic both countries have cooperated in various cultural spheres since 1989,
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Religion Islarn is also a source of friendly relations between the tézc countries.
Iranian revolution and its spiritual leader Ayatollah Khomeini had great impact on
Tajikistan {(see previous chapter). With independence Iraruan electronic media
emphasized [slamic solidarity and warn against western imperialism. The Iranian
government gave publicity to the rise of Islamic forces, praising the decision of the then
President Rakhman Nabiev in 1992 to include members of the opposition in his
government and hailing it as a “trumph of the Muslim people of Tajikistan™ Iran
supported the government of President Iskamdarov with money and goods. At the
headquarter of the Tajikistan TDP military wing; Commander Nazaruddin Zuberdulla

admitted Tran is helping TDP with funding, food and other supplies,'®

With the exit of Islamists from Tajikistan, start of civil war and the arrival of
Russian troops ended the influence, which Iran had acquired zarlier in the country. Some
analysts believe that there cannot be compatability between Shiit Iran and Sunni
Tajikistan . Muriel Atkin supported the opposite idea.’® Akbar Turandzonzoda,
repeatedly stated that most inhabitants of the republic do not want to emulate Iran's
Isiamic Republic.'™ Similarly [RPT leaders ssserted that the country would find its own

gradual path to an Islamic state rather than follow the Iranian example,’”

Beside cultural and religious relations the two countries are also involved in

economic affairs. Two countries discussed joint ventures e.g in shipping, cotton
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weaving, transportation, rail, roads and airlines, cattle breeding ¢tc. The most important is
that Iran provided technical and skilled persons and modern technology for Tajikistan for
its economic upiiﬁ.m’i‘ehran and Dushanbe govemmuments have encouraged mcreased
political and diplomatic relations. June 1990 was the turning point when Otakhon Latifi,
Vice Chairman of the Council of Ministers, headed a delegation to Tehran to attend the
death anniversary of Avatollah Khomeini.'® Iran’s Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayeti
as part of his visit to Soviet republics stopped in Dushanbe aod met with Tajikistan’s
President . Nabiev and other officials.'” President Nabiev also visited Iran and

emphasized how much they and Iranians have in common'”"

However, when in September 1992, Nabiev resigned, Iran had shown its keen
mterest to mediate i Tajikistan internal dispute. But Iran was suspecied of being not
neutral, Indesd, thers were reports that Iran supplied amps to pro-Islamic rebels in
Tajikistan'® and hosted Tajik opposition leaders from 1993 to 1998. But Iran cannot
relied on its Shia ideology, which is not welcomed in Sunni majority Central Asia. Under
the influence of Wahhabism and Decbandi, modern Sunni radicals considered Shias as
kafir. Thus the major aim the Iran has is to curb the growth of Sunni Islamic radicalism in
Central Asta. Despite its cultural, economic and political undertaking in Tajikistan,
Tehran could not play a major role in Tajikistan because Iranian's attention is to its
northern border. Furthermore, feeling politically isolated (by USA) the Iranians are keen
to build its relatiops with the Russia. It depends on Russia for its arms supplies and

cannot afford to give support to the Tajik pro-Islamic forces.'”
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Iran can outstrip the obstacles by its long coastline in the Persian Gulf, which can
be used by the CARS for their economic activities. Further Iran also offered closest
platform for airline connections fo the rest of the world that could also reduce the rehiance
on Russian.  Similarly reviving of the Silk Road by building 8 highway from Turkey
through Ceniral Asia to Western China and creating a rail link by commecting the railway
at the Iranian city of Mashhad to the Turkmenistan railway could also be quite temping

for most of the CARS.MC

532 Turkey

Turkev iz considered a natural model for rest of the CARS.M! Ankara moved
swiftly to build its influence in the region. In Marcy 1991, Turkish President invited the
Presidents of all five republics and Azerbaijan to Ankara for future cooperation.’ ' It was
the first major intemational gathening of the CARS leaders. Turkey is seen by the CARS
as a bridge to the west, a possible solution of their economic needs. Turkey is also trying
its best that CARS leaders choose the Turkish model in preference to others.'” West also
preferred Turkish model to counter lran. However, it will be wrong to assume that
Tapkistan is of no importance to Turkev. Tajikistan being a Persian speaking state can
threat the Turkey’s interest of Pan-Turkism cooperation. Thus Turkey is plaving its

religious (Sunni) card. Numbers of bilateral agreement,'"

were signed by Turkey and
Tajikistan’s government. Turkey provided economic and political support to Tajikistan,

Initially Turkey has been successful in extending its influence in Central Asia,
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Turkish Muslim leaders built Islamic madrassahs in Central Asia to teach
moderate Islam and rejected radicalism in Islam. However Turkish intelligence keeps in
touch with the opposition movements in Central Asia. As a consequence Uszbekistan
government shut down chain of Turkish schools, accusing that they support radical
Islamic groups. ' Turkey also funded IMU and anti Taliban forces in Afghanistan,

However it stopped its support to IMU when BMU linked itself wath Taliban. Hé

534 Pakistas

Pakistan has iis own set of designs in Ceniral Asia, which 1s determined by its
Indian rivalry. The idea to set up an “Islamic Crescent”, from Caspian to Arabian Sea,
came with the disintegration of Soviet Union and came at 2 time when Palistan lost its
frontline status. Also Pakistan was facing the consequences of a new American docirine
of containing Islamic fundamentalism and its nuclear programme. Pakistan hoped that it
could revive its new geo-strategic importance as the gateway to Central Asia. Pakistan
also seeks support of the CARS on Kashmir and Afghanistan issues, Pakistan, talking the
timely action, becarne the first country to recognize all Central Asian states. Of all the
CARS, Tajikistan is geographically most proximate to Pakistan, with ifs eastern
autonomous region of Badakhshan separated from Pakistan by the Afshan Wakhan
corridor. To enter intemnational trade through shupping Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and

Kazakhistan can use Karachi port, which is about 1500 miles away from these states.'”’
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Thus Pakistan offers the Central Asian States the shortest access to the port facilities at

Karachi.

In this geographical setting, Afghanistan occupies the pivotal position in respect
to transit trade due to network of roads linking Kabul with border towns of Central Asian
States. [ is, therefore, considered important that Afghanistan should returned to normalcy
in the shortest possible time, otherwise most of the agreements between Pakisian and
Central Asia will remain unimplemented. At the end of 1991, Pakistan’s Economic
Affairs Minister led a delegation of businessmen, industrialist, economists, scholars, and
journalists o CARS and met their counterparts and signed memoranda of understanding
with all five CARS.'® With Tajikistan, Pakistan signed a number of economic

agreements’

Thus Pakistani religious scholars have made deep Inroads in Tajik Muslim
Society in rural area, The newly formed Tajik Hezb-i-Ayay-e-Islami is developing along
Pakistan Jama’ at-i-Islami pattern.'® It has made a strong base among the rural population
where Islamic revivalism is strong. The Jama’at Chief Qazi Hussain Ahmed called on the
government “to confront US imperialism and the New World Order by using the Central
Asian Republics for a combined fight saying thai, Pakistun must provide Central Asia
with Islamic guidance rather than economic aid #'21n March 1993, the Foreign
Mimsters of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan directly accused the Jama'at of aiming and

training radicals fror their republics. The Jama’at also helped IRP to establish links with
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the Muslims especially the Arab world.'?* Russia also accused Pakistan for its support to
pro-Islamic forces and aiming to threw the neo-Communist regime in Dushanbe.'??
Imtially Rakimanov’s government was suspicious of Pakistan’s role because of the
strong support rendered by the Pakistan to different Mujahideen groups fighting during
Soviet war with Afghapistan in 1979, In this war Pakistan’s Inter Services Intelligence,
I81, gave preference to radical afghan Islamic parties and put aside moderate Afghan
nationalist parties. Thus Central Asian leaders believed that IS] has been supporting the

radical Islamic groups in the regicn,iz'g

After the death of General Zia ul Haq, the successive governments promised the
Central Asian leaders that they would curbh the support the I8] gave to the Islamic parties
, Taliban and other mulitant groups in the region and would not allow the Central Asian
militants 1o study in Pakistani madrassabs. Buot all this cannot be materialized. The IMU,
HT ands Chechen rebels have sent many of their young men to study in Pakistan '*, and
this has been confirmed by Tajik ambassador that many Tajik students are getting
religions education in Pakistani madrassahs. However in 1994, Pakistani government
supported Taliban in order to get security for Turkmenistan, southern Afghanistan,
Pakistan, gas pipeline. Thus any advance by Taliban In northward antagonized the
Central Asian leaders and they blamed ISI and Pakistan military. *® Ahmed Rashid
argues that Islamabad believes that the present generation of Central asian leaders must

be replaced by more Islamic — oriented leaders who would look to Pakistan, rather India

and Russia, for support. %
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However, Pakistan's privilege was enhanced when Pakistan played its positive
role in Inter Tajik Peace Talks (see next section). At the inaugurating mesting of 3
round of Inter Tajik Peace Talks, Foreign Minister of Palastan said “Pokistan wished to

Build relations with Tajikistan on the basis of non-interference”.'™ The efforts bear fruits

and President Rakhmanov paid a state visit to Pakistan in March 1994, Hoth countries

signed number of agreements.

515 Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arsbia is nol terriforially contiguous to the Central Asian region, but
growing Iran’s presence in Central Asia seems to be stimulating the growing Saudi
presence in the area. Initially Saudi funded few mosques, provided religious liferature,
and donation to the religious institutions, which promoted its ‘Wahabism in the region.
Historically Walihabism arrived in Central Asia in 1912 As 2 result, Saved Shanif
Muhammad from Madina established Wahhabi cell in Fergana valley. '*This ideclogy
was not so popular in the region because of its opposition to the Sufism m the region. It
was only in the wake of afghan jihad against the Soviet invasion that Wahhabism began
to play its role in the region. IMU and HT Islam derive largely from Saudi’s Wahhabism.
2% Not only that there are evidences that religious groups in Central Asia receive funds,
donations from big business community Islamic charities and mfluential leaders of Sauds

Arabia, who profess wahhabism. IRP leaders also traveled Saudi Arabia to seek funds,
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These funds were provided to the IRP during the civil war in Tajikistan, to keep them
from joining Iran, ' Thus Saudi Arabia did not prefer to build state to state relation in
Central Asia."”® This policy backfired and all the Central Asian government considered

Saudis as threat to their region.

The events of September 11 have changed the whole world scenario. The great
rivals, Russia, China and USA, joined their efforts to fight against terrorism and Islamic
extremism in the world, They developed a cooperative defensive policy to eliminate the
Islamic extremism in Tajikistan, without giving due consideration to the underline causes
of such extremism. Definitely these powers have their own ends to safeguard, While the
inportant and effective neighbors, Uzbslostan and Afghanistan, have fed the exiremuists
in Tajikistan by providing weapons, funds, sanctuary o the militants and rival groups.
Sarme 18 the situation for the other Muslim countries that provided funds, arms, ideology

and malitants,

In order to curb the extremists the world commumty in general and the Muslim
countries principally have to think in wider perspective and abandon investment in the
economic development and institution building of Tajikistan. This will help Tajikistan to

became an effective member of international community.
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CONCLUSION

The global phenomenon of Islamic reawakening in the 20" and 21% centuries
atiracted number of researchers and guide them to explore the underpinnings of renewed
mierest in Islamic culture, history, symbols, ideas etc. Islam as a religion and as a form of
cultural and political identity has acquired a new meaning not only among the Muslim
countries as well as countries with Muslim minority. It also piercingly challenged the
nation state identity of the modemn world. Tajikistan is one of such countries which is
undergoing such experience. Afler independence Tajikistan entered in the club of
international commumty. The membership of this is based on the concept of nation-state.
However, Tajikistan faced lot of problems related to its new identity. Islam and
nationalism has been recwred and came in conflict with each other in Tajikistan as both

forces are powerful and reality of the present age.

Islamic resurgence is not a new phenomenon. Islam has a deep rooted history of
tradition revival (Tajdid) and reform (Islah), which started from the early Islamic
centuries and still exist to the present day. It had different forms that gripped the entire
Muslim world in one way or the other. Three different periods have been identified in this
research work that are, resurgence in the history of Islam, Pre Modern or Islamic
Revivalism, Modern or Islamic Reformism and Neo-Modern or Islamic Radicalism .

However, there has been more emphasis on the third period in this research. Its during
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this phase that two ideologies, Nationalism and Islam are at a conflicting stage in

Taitkistan,

The early history of Tajikistan showed that two separate issues existed one was
the cultural composition and the second was the acknowledgment of present name. Une
of the major sources for group identities among the Tajilks was the Family kinship.
Religion and language were the weak connections but after the Arab conquest and
introduction of Islam the situation drastically changed and religion was soon considered as
the major source of identity. The general population did not associate religious identity with
politics and also in the modern sense Ummah did not mean nation. Sll the Tajiks shared
commmon faith, history and civilization with the rest of the Muslim world. When the

Russians came they soon found out that in Tajikistan there were different feudal groups and

tribal areas with complexed national composition and cultural systems. The division of
Central Agian natives was a totally new phenowenon since these people had no national
feelings, sentiments and they believed in thelr rulers, The distnction was not between

Turkic and Iranian groups, but between nomad and sedentary people.

Russian thought that since they were the representative of the European civilization
therefore they were supenor to the natives. But on the other hand they were considered as
foreigners and mtruders by the local population. The feeling of resentment between the local
people and the Russians gave rise to the feeling of nationalism which did not exist

previously, The repression of Uzbeks, Tajiks, and Kazaks etc by the Russians resulted 1n
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negative impact on the Rassian rule and resulted in the growth of pational awareness. Sull
modern nation state norms cannot be applied on such feelings. Muslims identified
themselves as Muslims and them as Christians. The Russians tried to repress the Muslims
which resulted in disputes, revolts of religious nature, There was hostility towards the
Russians by the religious leaders and conservatives. It was during this time when Islamic
world entered a phase of relative decline in economic, pelitical, cultural realm and

witnessed the Dark Age.

It was during this time period that Modemn or Islamic Revivalist movements
started with their main focus on rebigious decline, its survival and revival. Andizhan by
Muhammad Ali; Sufi brotherhood of Nagshbanid was one of the most important and
prominent revivalist movement in Turldstan. It started in 1898 with the main aim o keep
the religion alive. Most observers found the primary motivation for this uprising to the
zealous religiosity of the area The view that foreign element played a vital role was
highlighted by lot of schelars, this observation was supported by the emergence of
revivalist movements, religiously motivated rebellions in the Islamic world and by the
role that the Nagshbandi and other Sufi orders played in many of them.' For instance
Mohammad Al preaching against Russia began afier his return from Saudi Arabia and
was influenced by the Wahhabism.? Alexandre Bennégsen and Chantal Lemercier’ argued
on same lines. Russians crushed down the revolt that resulted in varicus aspects. First of
gll i indicated that the natives had questioned the Russian policy in Central Asia.

Sscondly the strategy of ignoring Islam which was supported by Von Kanfman came to
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an end. Thirdly the supporters of the rebels were punished and several villages were
destroyed. The Russians who had migrated to Central Asia were given the fertile lands
were as the natives were forced to go to barren lands to start new villages, Fourthly more
military command was placed on the local leadership. Fifth was the state conirol over the
Muslim educational institutions, Sixth, it was decided to introduce Russian language and
culture, at least o the local elites. This would shuft their focns away from the religious
leaders and would help them in learning about the modem world i.e. Russia. * All these

opportunities provided the Islamic reformists to fill the gap between tradition and

maodernty.

This work substantiated the facts that in the mid of the 19" century the ineffective
efforts made o revive Islam resulted in 2 campaign by the reformists, this movement
started due to the Buropean dominancy in the region. Soon the Islamic reformists of
Tajikistan started to realize that their religion and society were declining as compared to
Russia. Academia and scholars who were educated realized this. For theses intellectuals
the importance of issues changed and they started to focus more on issues of women
rights, scientific education, political reforros, constitutional and representative forms of
government, etc. To overcome these problems, they drew scientific spint, positivism and
faith in progress from Russian reformers.” It was in this time pertod that Nationalism
emerged the Islamic reformist not only took advantage of knowledge from the Russians
but also adopted the ideclogy and structure setups from Turkey. This movement was

more long lasting and had a greater impact than the previous ones.’
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The school of enlightenment was founded by Ahmad Donish (1826-1897), a
follower of the modern trends like Jamal-ud-ding Afghani and Sir Syed Ahmed khan. He
was known as Tajik Muslim reformer and his schoel as Tajik enlightepment,
This school was the start of the revival of national, religions and political thought.” He
had a lot of outside world exposure since he was sent to Russiz thrice as a member of the
Bukhara Embassy there. Thus most of hig work was on the lines of Islam, the state political
policies, western influence and the socio economic conditions of the state it self. The result
of his work was that by the end of the 19® century and the start of the 20" century all the
Jslamic thinking of the general masses was aligned with the thoughts of Ahmad Donish.®
It was in the early 20th century; the Jadid School of thinking also started to emerge and
was known to produce the second generation of Tajlk enlighteners and reformers. The
Jadid movement through its modern forms and approaches came up with different
solutions for the social political problems. The reformists believed that standing up to
Russian and challenging them would not bring any results in the revival of Islam rather a
peaceful treaty and cooperation between both Russia and the Muslim world would have a
greater impact in the resurgence of Islam.” In the start the movements more focus was on
the education filed but as the movement grew stronger its demands also increased. They
started to demand more educational reforms, cultural and political representation and
condemned the existing feudal and government systems.'” Soon arguments and conflicts
started between Jadids and the supporter of Usul Kadim.'' who thought that there could
be no changes made in the Islamie structure and any modemization would prove fatal and

dangerous for their religion. There are four stages identified in the development of the
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reformist movement of the Muslims of Russia.'? The first developraent was the K@iigious
reforms in which the old traditionalist thoughts mé ideas were modified without making
any drastic changes within the Islamic structure. It was to show that Islamic teaching
matched the modern science and education. Cultural reform was the second development
which was an attempt to change the literary culture and by the mid of the 19 century
Arabic, Persian and Chagatay Turkish'® wers three common languages in the region. This
amalgamation of language was considered as the starting point of cultural unity by the
reformists. 8o a common Turkish language, free of possible Arabic and Persian accrual,
was popularized. Third development was the educational reform which as considered as
an important mile stone in the rebirth of Tslam one of the example is of the Jadid School
which plaved an important role in revival of Islam. The last stage is identified with
political nationalism, in this stage the Muslim prepared to stand against the Western
pressure.“" The Muslim leaders and Scholars were not only trving to revive the Mushim
society politically, which they thought could only be made if the society follows the
modern trends, At this stage pan Turkismn and Pan Islamism remained united to each
other and encouraged the revival of Islam.'* Jadids dominated the political stage in the
Central Asia up to the Revolution of 1917 and after that it plaved an active role in the

Soviet government of the region.
In the start of the 20 century, the Basmachi movement confronted the Soviet rule
m Central Asia. Though the movement officially came to an end in 1924 but still its

activities continued for several more years. Thousands of the Basmachi supporters went
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in to hiding or migrated to Afghanistan. Thousands of Tajk Basmachis either went
underground or took refuge in Afghanistan. This movement though ended but is still
considered as a landmark for the radicals in Tajikistan and Afghanistan. With time due to
the conflicts among the leaders of the movement it lost its energy and strength but still
provided a sense of unity amongst the Muslims and gave them confidence and strength to
stand against the authority, It was through this movement that a lot of leaders came in to
the lime light and later became the symbols of nationalism and independence. Due to this
movement the Russian government never trusted the communist part of Tajikistan and
atways accused its leaders of ultra-nationalism and betrayal.'® This can be seen in the
process of national delimitation, when Tajiks were intentionally divided by the Russian

government, It was a start of a new era in the history of Tapikistan.

It has been discussed that in order to increase national consciousness amongst
people 1t 1s necessary o create awareness first. To create a nation state it is necessary to
form a nation first afier which it can be transformed in to an independent state. In case of
Tajikistan it was a state before it became a nation. Tajikistan was given the status of state
by the new Bolshevik regime due to some political reasoms, it as afterwards that it
developed as a nation, Hickson asseried that national identity 1s never created in a
vacuum.!” It is a fact that Tajik people existed in Central Asia for hundreds or maybe
thousands of years, This ethnic or genealogical concept can be used for the formation of a
Tajik nation. In Russia the term nationality was used instead of nations this was due to

some political reason. Because according to their ideology nations was linked with
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nationalisrn which meant different states and ndependent identities. Where as
nationalities were expected to have predominantly cultural aspirations.’® Still Tajikistan
did pot achieve the status of nation and then that of a state until the establishment of the
Tajik independent region of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Uzbekistan in 1925. Though
the awareness of nation hood existed in Tajikistan before the Russian rule but the modern
theory of nation hood in Tajikistan was mainly under the influence of Marxist ideology."
According to Atkin, the Soviet rule purpose of handhing the Tajik national identity issue
was not only o weaken the attempt of uniting Turkistan as a state but also o reduce the
attraction, the Tajiks might have felt for the Persian speaking communities in Iran or
Afghanistan.”® The ethnic affiliation of Tajiks to Iranian origin conumunities, not to
Turcomans was enough to be distinguished from other Central Asian republics. This
division has two sides firstly that it should divide one nation from the other and second

that it should unite a nation internally *'

Though the Moscow claimed that they were successful in resolving the nationality
issue but the three decades between Stalin and Gorbachev made way for nationalism that
was to push forth under glasnost. The evolution of Tajik society reached on its peak in
80s and was differentiated through division in areas like language, economy, politics,
history.™ 1t also became a strong force in consolidating natienalistn. Nationalist policy was
based on the lines of modemrn ideas and historical glories. ®which represented 2 kind of

return to korenizatsiya, not by Russians but by Tajiks themselves. However, the civil war
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in Tajikistan portrayed the wesk nationalist feelings along with strong regional

affiliations. This proved to be a reliable ground for future political action and decisions.

When the Soviet rule ended there two possible paths along which Tajik
nationalism could have developed. First was that it could have taken a fonm of national
Liberation movement standing apainst the Russian mle and encouraging the new gaiitif:al
setup in the state. Secondly it could have given authenticity to the ideology provided by
the slites and acted as 2 brake against political transformation for the old order. * It was
the first part along which nationalism in Tajikistan moved and soon after the collapse of
Soviet rule Tajik leaders viewed nationalism as a negative philosophy against their own
beliefs, Unlike other Central Asian leaders who used nationalism for their own advantage
by bringing legitimacy and stability in their rule through it ® Tajik leaders were reluctant
tc deal with such a new and changed ideclogy. Above all, it shows, there was no solid set

of objectives, no moral or ideological foundation, and or frame of reference for the Tajik

nation.

The Tajik opposition movement was satisfied with the restructuring carried out by
the Soviet government, Soon these movements obtained the nationalist flavour when they
were linked with the need 1o reestablish Tajik identity, but the leaders remained
resolute.”® Their lack of political perception and staunch commitment to the status Que
contributed to the detenoration of the past independence sifuation in the country. As far

as the 1ssue of religion was concemed the Soviet government issued 2 series of changes
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like the contipuous rejection in accepting Islam as a reality in Central Asia. The
destruction caused by these changes in the seventy years of Soviet rule are as follow:
First, the government based anti-religious campaigns weakened the Islamic structure in
Central Asia's, thus making it exposed to influences coming from the Arab world and
South Asia. The closure of Islamic institution by the government also created a shortage
of religious teachers. Second, was the creation of government appointed clenics which
followed the state agenda. Due to this instead of getting guidance from well [earned
Islamic scholar’s people started to follow ignorant and conservative rura! mullabs. These
state dependant clerics damaged the credibility of Islam and gave rise to “paralle] Islam.”
Int the 1970s, clements of this paratlel Islam became politicized. ¥ Third, was the policy
of the Soviet government 10 oppose other Islamic countries by using its own Muslim
popuiation like its official religious leaders etc. This policy led to mteraction of the
Soviet Muslims with other Muslim countries and they were exposed to the peoliticized
versions of Islam as well as with a variety of militant nationalist and anti-colonial ideas.
2%

All this provided opportunity for the resurgence of new Islam and other radical
movements to grow. Since there was no proper reinterpretation of Islam people started to
criticize the Islamic modernist in following the west by adopting models presented by
thermn and for adding the western element in the Muslim societies. Thus new Islamic

resurgence, radicalism movements started.

239



This research eraphasised the third phase of the Islamic resurgence that 1s Islamic
radicalism. Those parts of the Muslim world where the Islamic reformists were already
based became the foundation for Islamic Radicalism or Neo-Modernism, The end of the
2™ world war is considered an important time for the reformists because soon after
getting independence Muslim countries started to restructure their societies for which
they followed two models that were capitalism and socialism. From 1950- 1970 all the
Islamic countries changed their political, social, economical and cultural systems. It was
during this time (hat the idea of nation state became popular and the idea of
transformation in religion was subordinated to nationalism, socialism, popular democracy
and a plethora of novel goals.” ** But all these ideologies proved to be rejected by the

Muslims who were demanding stronger ties with their Islamic identity.

With the revival of Islam in Tajikistan, two issues were identified that were
Islamic survival and Islamic revivalism. The Soviet period can be termed as Islamic
survival; because even with all the efforts made by the government to suppress religion it
remained the major identity of the Tajik people. They believed that religion controls all
the aspects of life Le. from birth to mamriage tll death. Plus under the Soviet rule
Mushms could not find any model or ideclogy which they could compare with Islam
making their beltef in their own religion stronger. The last ten yvears of the Soviet rule can
be texmed as the Islam revival period. This revival can be seen at three levels, grass roots
level, upper level and middle level. At grass roots level people have more awareness

regarding their religion. People prefered wearing religious clothes, beard or any other
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external Islamic atfributes through which they can easily be identified as Muslims. Even
Islamic traditions were given more importance like Nikha was preferred over registration
of a marriage and same case is with divorce.”® It was also observed that there was more
tendency in the younger generation to turn towards religion and its impact was different in
cach region. Mastchah, Dushanbe, Kofamikbon, Karategin, Fayzabad, Kulysb and
Kuorgan-Tyube all these areas had traditional forms of religious education and Mosques

were built with private donations.”

The publication of Islamic literature and religious program by the goverument is
also a cause of Islarmic resurgence. The active members of opposition and government
also demanded elimination of unlslamic laws and implementation of Islamic Shariat, The
govermment, siressing on its legitimacy also tried to calm down the religious leaders
about their demand of implementing Islam completely.’”® They considered religion as a
source of nation building.* Abdullo Saidov, an opposition leader, suggested the idea of an
Islamic state and called for had in order to achieve the establishment of an Islamic state in
Tajikistan. He also presented this demand to the CPSU 27 congress in 1986 due to which,
he was arrested. His arrest agpravated a big demonstration in the town of Kurgan Tyube.
This showed the passion of Islam and Islamic leaders among its believers and the spread the
news of his imprisonment through their well organized network.™ After independence
Taiikistan had no Muftiate; but an Islamic Center which though was not a part of the state

but was still controlled by the government. This center is run by a Council of Ulemas

261



which comprises of 27 official Muslim leaders. These Ulemas are elected afler every

three years, the center controls and regulates all Islamic organizations in Tajikistan.

Tajik Muslim leaders demanded the creation of a Muftiate along with a powerful
leader who could assert the rights of the Muslim community, However, Tajik government
seriously condemned the idea with the apprehension that this would create an alternative
centre of power within the country.”® This policy was not successful because government
gave space to religious leaders of other religions who had different ideclogy, arbitions
and financial power. But there were many government appointed clergy, who were happy
with the current system because due to this they were able to freely follow their religious
rights, beliefs and rituals. In return all they had to do was to be loyal to the government.
They had more rights and freedom than the Imams in Uzbekistan because they were not

given instructions as what to talk about during the Friday sermon’s.”’

Along with internal factors, there were certain external factors that gave a new
shape to Islam in Tajikistan, As a result of these factors labels like radical Islam, extreme
islam, milstant Islam or fundamentalists were associated with Islam, This was an external
dimension and not the result of the traditional Islam that existed in Central Asia. The

internal factors for the revival of Islam in Tajikistan resulted in the acceptance of the

external influence.
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In external influences, Russian federation is an imporiant factor. Afler losing
Afghanistan, Russia could not afford to lose another state. The danger of fundamentalism
was the best policy adopted by the Russians to keep the Tajiks and the other Central
Asian states under its influence, Plus it used its Russian minority present in Tajikistan to
stay their. The failure of Russian army in Afghanistan and Chechnya lowered down its
self-ssteem. Tajikistan supported Russian armed forces to recover In the struggle against
Islamic extremists, President of Uzbekisian highlighted the Russian policy about
Taiikistan. He identified the opposition ss a threat to stability of Central Asia and Muslim
parts of Russia. He accused Russia for creating disorder in Central Asia and further
atinbuting the term fundamentalism with Muslims, The Russian support for the
Rakhmanov really confused the opposition™ The real reason behind all this was that the
Uzbek president could not afford an Islamic government in Tajikistan because of Islamic
activist in his own region. These activists could take the Islamic government as a model
and create problems for him. That is why he allowed pro nabiev Popular Front forces in
1992 to use its territory for military training and to launch attack on Dushanbe. CGharm
and Badakhshan, were bombard from Uzbekistan, where opposition held strong hold.
This shows how karimov perceived Islamic radicals as a threat. Due to these attacks,
Shodmon Yusuf called him Ghengiz of the twentieth century,’® Further Iran was accused
of being far behind the Islapusation of Tajikistan, Whereas, the truth was that Iran carried
natural similarity berween the Persian speaking people of Tajikistan. Therefore, it did not

need to establish its own government in Tajikistan.®



The arrival of funds, Korans, literature and mullahs from Saudi Arabia, Iran and
Pakistan all promoted Islam in Tajikistan in their own ways. The absence of any official
Islamic leadership gave an opportunity fo fundamentalist groups to remerge. The
government of Tajikstan refused to allow religious education in official schools resulted
in formation of unofficial Islamic Schools.”' Masses found their own way to spread Islam

by forming mosques and other Islamic centers on their own,

The war against terrorism was the only issue on which Ching, Russia and USA
agreed on. It was decided that their was a dire need to eliminate terrorism in the region, to
safeguard their own interests, However, Tajik government like other ceniral Asian
governments also tried to make the opposition agree 1o work with them on the ssue of

terrorism.

This study supports the view that out of all external influences, the impact of
Afghanistan jihad on Tajikistan has been the strongest. There are certain other
transnational influences that have played a major role in the growth of religiosity and
radicalization of Islam in Tajkistan. Situation in Afghanistan has always affected
Tajikstan and its population; reason being that Tajikistan shares the largest boarder with
Afghanistan. Therefore, it 1s more exposed to political developments and religious
movements in Afgharstan. Red Army in 80s sent Central Asian Muslims, including
Tajiks, to fight with Afghan Mujahiddens. However, this turned out to be a blessing in

disguise, because Tajiks got an opportunity to interact with Muslim leaders and Umimah.
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The scope of this interaction further increased when Muslims from Pakistan, Sauds Arabia
and Iran reached Afghanistan. They shared Islamic knowledge with Tajiks and Uzbeks
Muslims. To seek more information of religion Tajiks and Uzbeks started to travel secretly

1o Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. They also regeived education in Madrassahas as well as

ng in guerritla warfare. Recently it has been observed that Muslims throughout the
world have been obsessed with the spirit of jihad, Consequently, USA has encountered
dilemma of cold war, supporting the radical Muslims to fight with Afghan Mujahiddens.*
g0 it can be said that Muslims rediscovered the Ummahb, after three generation of

isolation,

The relationship developed between Tajikistan’s Islamists and Afghanistan’s
mujshideen during Jibad continued to thrive. Thus Afghanistan became a facilitator 1o
export Islamic revolution to the central Asian republics of Soviet Union.” Most of the
support of Islamic opposition had come from the areas near the Afghanistan border. The
war and Rabkmanov's victory provided more chances for new and more militant
Islamists, such as the Hizbul-Tahrir and the [MU, to gain more power among Tajikistan's
Muslims. As a result of Afghan Jihad, Deobandism and Washbasin the two tmportant
Sunni Islamic sects held control in Tajikistan, IMU, HT and IRP are the examples to

quote.

Facts verify that Islamic radicalists were successful among the urban educated

middle and lower classes like students, teachers, government emplovees, unemployed

263



youth, etc and were considered as “strength” of the radicalisms. However, it was during
this time of Islamic resurgence the west tagged the [slamic revivalism as
Fundamentalism, Mushims carrving the flag of Islam were termed as terrorists, The term
fundamentalist has been associated with; struggle against western political and economic
control, rejection of modernity and western way of 1ife® and the problem associated with

retire states.*S

Elements of Islamic fundamentalism are present and some radically minded
activists wanted an Islamic state. These activists were very few in number and were
under the leadership of unofficial Mullahs. They were trained in far flung areas away
from any official clergies. The roots of radicalization started in Tajikstan at the time
when Haji Akbar included Imams, Peers and Mullahs within the prominent official
g}{}siﬁions.ﬁ These people established the core of Islamic Renassance Party, If we analyze
the situation it seems that the IRP became the focal opposition movement in the early
days of the civil war, prompting Rashid to conclude that no other Islamic movement in
Central Asia had ever been given such a chance as Tajikistan’s [RP had received ."** The
main purpose of the party was to promote Islamic spiritual revival and not to establish an
Islamic state. Tajikistan had gone a long way on the path of secularization; therefore,
Badakhshanis were of the view that secular Tajikistan would be more prospering and
flourishing. In that situation even if Islamic radicals wanted to have an Islamic state, the

public would not accept it. Whereas, the opposition held the view that Islam was
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important to regain the identity of Tajiks that they had lost during the Soviet rule.* Thus,

none of the opposition proposals ever put the secular basis of the state in danger.

After the peace treaty of 1997, the popularity of the IRP declined dramatically,
this was due ¢ the losses acquived by the party during the civil war were great and thus
the party lost its credibility and appeal in the masses. There were several other reasons for
this deterioration, for instance, joining of Haji Akbar Turajonzoda in the government,
membership of Sharif Himatzoda i the parliament, inclusion of IRP rebels into the army,
Along with some other concessions made to the public by the state the Tajik refugees in
Afghanistan were also allowed 10 come back, The conflicts and disputes between the
party leaders was also one the reason of decline of the party. Many IRP commanders
refused to join government and preferred Juma Namangani, an Uzbek leader.”® IRP
leadership changed with the death of Abdullha Nuri and Mohin-ud-din Kabiri was given
charge in his place. He was known as liberal and modernist and believed in political
structure that would help in spreading Tslam.”! He alse asserted the need for constitutional

frame work.

Hizb ut-Tahrir al-Islami, wanted to reestablish the caliphate system with one
single state over the entire Muslim world, 52 This concept was popular in north of
Tajikistan and increased its influence to the southern end of the Fergana valley and
Dushanbe. The younger generation was more interested in the policies of HT and they

started joiming the party. This situation alanmed the government and the President asked
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the moderate and the IRP leaders who had joined the government to preach Islam and
Islamic educational activities. TRP was not so popular in north of Tajikistan.® The
governmendt of Tajikistan accused HT of working apainst Islam and banmed it™
Because HT had rejected Sufism that was very popular in Central Asia and due to its anti-
Shiaz campaign, the Shia communities in southern Uzbekistan and eastern Tajikistan
remained at a distance from this movement ™ HT also opposed Jews and Jsrael openly
and had ignored the fact that a large Jewish community lived in Central Asia®® The
movement was concerned more with interpational issues rather than daily life problems.
It also wanted to take over each country and transform it in to an Islamic polifical state
without giving any thought to sensitive economic, social and political problems of the

region.”

The Islamic Movement of Uzbelistan shared HT’s aims; however, their way of
achieving targets was different. The primary aim of IMU was to overthrow the Uzbek
government and they started to accomplish thewr objective through wviolence. The
crackdown by the Uzbek government resulted in migration of the Uzbek militants from
the Fergana Yalley to Tajilustan, When civil war started, they moved to Afghanistan with
Tajik leaders and set up JRP base in Talogan.™ IMU also started to make more
international contacts with terrorist organizations and U S, officials claimed that Usama
bin Laden was a primary financier behind the establishment of the IMU. With the signing

of peace freaty in 1997, Tajikistan was no longer considered as a consistent base for

268



Namangani operations.” For them the only option availsble was Afghanistan. The

Namangarni did not show any political flexibility and were against the peace treaty, &

The facts are substantiated that Islamic ideology was gaining popularity among
the people of the region. Quarries regarding the supporiing factors that provoked Islamic
militancy and its appeal to the population have been the subject of extensive research and
analysis. Different analysts have different views over this subject. ft is said that
interpretation of Islam is the core element of militant movements. It was also observed
that recruiting of the followers and fighters in the militant groups depend on the social
and economic conditions of the countries in which they operate. Generally, unfavorable
social and economi¢ conditions of a country are an ideal environment for such groups.
While support from extemal sources, ideglogical and financial, is considered as an added

advantage.

After independence, Tajikistan lost nearly 50 percent of its state revenue which
was transferred from Moscow, the barter system that brought food from other countries in
exchange for cofton and aluminum was also severely damaged. The civil war had
disrupted both agricultural and industrial production. It was the cotton industry that faced
major loss." Ever since then, economic reforms has been uneven, privatization has
occurred mainly in the services sector, and the overall economy remains in the state of
decline. National revenue, housing, education, health and culture facilities issues were no
62

longer significant.®® Bighty percent of the population lived below the poverty line®
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Roger Bracke, head of International Federation of Red Cross mission fo Tajikistan told
that “we have seen children digging among rat holes in wheat fields, searching for the
grain hoarded by the rodents for the winter. Competition with rats for food was a hormific

illustration of the people’s battle to survive™

At the same time, population growth in
Tajikistan increased, especially in rural area® The poverty increased reason being

unemployment particularly for youth.*

Internally, the threats of Islamic extremism have further strengthened state
measures towards it. This has lead to restriction on democratic freedoms and adoption of
harsh measures against non-militant and even non-political Muslims.® Repression has
increased even in relatively liberal countnes like Kyrgyzstan, The threat of Islamic
extrenism has increased tension as well as cooperation among central Asian nations in
order to resist and combat the extremists.®* However the level of tension is more than the

efforts for cooperation due to increased disorder in Central Asian countries.

In July 2002, three Tatik citizens were arrested by coalition forces in Afghanistan
and sent to Guantanamo Bay. Rakhmonov traveled to the northern town of Isfara, and
made a significant speech in which he criticized the IRP in training people to become
extrerists which would result in splitting the society.” He claimed that “extremism” was
being proliferated in mosques where IRP members were working as clergy.”™ After the
speech there was a major crack down on unregistered mosques. Some of them very
closed down and in some, number of imams were dismissed for “political activities”,”!

3
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This crackdown created more gap between the state and religious figures and has
increased dissatisfaction among Muslims. It has been seen that population of Tajkistan
supported the movements that are similar to the tme of Prophet (FBUH) and four
caliphs. Paula Newbergm argued that across the region, weak economies are failing and
the rule of strongmen has become well-gstablished. Armed militancy has grown, pot as

ideclogy but as a way to express disagreement when other meang are unavailable.

Although there is no commen formal definition on the concept of nation, many
scholars agree on some of its main features. For example, according to Kellas nation is a
group of people who form a community on the basis of similar histort, culture and
common ancestory.” He stated that nations have a purpose which may include a territory,
2 language, a religion, or common descent. For some it is °the supreme lovalty’ for

people who are prepared to die for their nation. ™ Tajiks as a nation do have objective and
subjective characteristics, but what is missing is the soul of nationalism. The nation state
system adopted, after independence, did not provide a sense of identity. The nationalist
elites also were unable to establish their legitimacy and meet the hopes of people. In such
situation, a heritage, grievances against other nationalities.” and most important common
destiny for the future '® can play a key role in building a national consciousness. Tajik
national identity with the passage of time will take a firm roots but for that again the
lzaders have to adopt such policies which will help to develop a sense of common future
for its citizens. The post 9/11 developments are indicators of resurgence of nationalism in

Tapkistan but again in this scenario, Islamic forces seem to have brighter prospects. To
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provide Tajiks their complete identity, only Islam can play a role by emerging as the only

stabilizing factor.

The Islamist movement throughout remained the major opposition against the

Tajik government. It is seen that Tajikistan will tumm in to 2 secular state with some
tolerance for religious activism.” The possibility that Islamic forces will be able to carry
out their agenda for a religious state remains remote due to the following facts: One of
the facts being that most of the religious leaders have received education under the Soviet
system instead of Madrassahs due to which they easily accept the modern ideas. Even the
mullahs are following this trend. Such groups of people who are influenced by the West
beliefs it seems difficult that they would accept the mullah's concept of Islam. Furthermore
Tajikistan’s population are far betier educated, their exposure to science and technology is
greater, they have been greatly exposed to secular world view, than the population of any
other Muslim country. The Soviet controlled educational system has changed the conceptual
environment of the masses; it has transformed the itellectual multi-faceted opposition and

presented different factions, and ideas.

Out of all the three Islamic opposition movements, IRP joined the parliament and
the new leadership consisted of liberals and moderates. HT and IMU drew its ideplogy
that 1s extremist Islam, from the external sources which were foreign to the region and
did not mention the real problems of the region. With the passage of time they lost their

popularity and following. This happened due to the policies adopted by the government,
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because the policies of Tajik government would determine the political future as well as
the nature and extent of the Islamic revival in the country. Authoritarianism reigned
supreme, democracy was suppressed, and the Islamic revival curtailed, often through the
use of force, The govemment response to the Islamists were crackdowns in which not
only militants but also thousands of ordinary practicing Muslims were tortured and
imprisoned for long periods.”® The draconian measures enforced by the government
forced even moderates and liberal reformers to join the rapidly swelling ranks of the
mulitants. Due to this there was a decling in the sconomy and drug wafficking, ethnic
unrest and terrorism increased.”” The best way Best way to eliminate the extremist
elements from the country is to allow the Islamic practices, which would result 1nn better

economic and social conditions.

Tajikistan is dependent on Russia for economic and military support, and Russia
canpot tolerate an Islamic government in Tajikistan. Rakhmanov's government supported
anti Taliban coalition in order to get military, economic and political support from
Russia. In addition, Uzbekistan’s leaders are afraid of religious revolutionaries and will
do everything possible to isolate Tajikistan as long as they consider them a threat,®¥ There
are different ways through which Afghanistan can influence the Tajik population.
Therefore, peace and economic developments are the prerequisite for the better and
normal relations between the two governments. In war against terrorism, Tajikistan

joined the international community. Aid from the West and support in rebuilding the state
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apparatus, rehabilitating agriculture and reconstructing of economy could play huge share
not only in stabilizing Tajikistan but also in showing its neighbors the advantages of
joining the global community and adhering to international standards of behavior and

nation building, ¥

Tajikistan’s government is at a critical crossroads. It can either consider the rise of
Islam as terrorism, extremism or radicalismn or as a part of reviving civil society and an
amerging <ivil culture, For this, it has to make & distinction between Islamic activists,
extremists, and terrorists. It seems in the future the Tajik government has to opt for the
second option and for this; it has to provide a room for the supporter of Islam to express
thern selves in a democratic manner. As far as pationalism in Tajikistan is considered
with the passage of time it will geing 1o take firm roots because being the member of

international community Tajikistan has to depend on nationalism for its survival
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Appendix-I1

BELION IN TURKESTAN

In the latter part of March, 1922, Enver Pasha with 200 sowars and Machine-guns
left Bokhara for Kizil Tappa to fight the Bokharan rebels. The following day news was
received in Bokhara that Enver Pasha and his men joined the rebels. The rebels at that
time were said to exceed 20,000 divided into 3 main bodies, at Baisun, Termez and
Shabr-1-8abz respectively. Enver Pasha was appointed leader. The obiect of the rebel
was stated be the occupation of the whole Bokhara and reinstatement of the Amir of
Bokhara. The available Bolshevik troops were inadequate to meet thus threat and every
effort was made to bring up reinforcements. On the 20" April 15,000 well — eqguipped
troops from Samarkand and Charjul were collected at Kagan, 8,000 of these being
subsequently sent to Karshi, which place the rebels from Shahr-1-Sabz endeavored to
surround. Heavy fighting is reported to have ensued and the Bolsheviks claimed that they
had defeated the rebels and driven them towards Samarkand, A report dated the 2™ May
stated that heavy fighting was in progress avound , Termez which place had been isolated
from Kilif by the rebel cccupation of Chushl Guzar

The Bolsheviks at this period were hard put to it to hold the towns on the railway

whilst the rebels were reported to be in great strength and to command the province. On
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the 10 May the rebels attacked and captured the town of Shahr-1-Sabz after flerce
fighting, The Bolsheviks continued to concentrate froops at Karshi, TheEx Amur af this
juncture distributed notices throughout the province calling for a Holy war against the
Bolsheviks. These notices stated that Ex Amir did not desire to became king again but
wished to heip clear the foreigners from Islamic ternitory. A rebsi attack on Kermuneh on
the 11" May failed after 6 hours fighting and the rebel withdrew un pursued. On the 19%
May Enver Pasha was reported to be proceeding from Baisun to Shirabad, the rebel at his
cornmand were estimated at 30,000, and the immediate object was the capture of Termez,
which was still holding cut, and for the relief of which Bolshevik troops were advancing
from Kerki,

The rebel forces entered Tesmez on the 8™ June but were eventually driven off
and the river route opened to Termez . fighting was continued six miles north and east of
the town, In the mean time Enver Bey, pars&nélly commanding a rebel detachment had
captured Shirabad inflicting heavy losses on the Bolsheviks. During June Bolshivikes
continued to bring reinforcements almost daily into Charjui, Karshi, Guzar and Kerki, In
the middle of June heavy fighting took place round Shahr-I-Sabz which the Bolsheviks
occupied, Further fighting in the neighbour of Derbend resulted in a reverse for the
Bolsheviks, who decided to concentrate a sufficient force at Karshi to defeat Enver. In the
middle of July Enver was reported to be between Guzar and Shar-1-Sabz; the rebel forces
25,000 having captured the latter on July 97 and advanced to with in gix miles of the

former place. The Russian troops in that area were estimated to be not more than 15,000,
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A battle was fought near Guzar lasting 24 hours, the Russians losing one fort and the
town beign practically surrounded by rebels. Casuelities on both sides were said to be
heavy, At the same time the rebels attacked the Russian oufposts at Bokhara and after
three days fighting were driven back, with heavy loss, by troops arriving from Kagan.
The rebels were also reported 1o have renewed their attacks on Termez during this period,
their number n this srea being estimated at 20,000 onder Ali Beg Effendi.

On the 10% August the Bolsheviks announced that they had defeated the rebel
forces of Enver Pasha and had oceupied Baisun. Subsequently reports stated that Enver
Pasha bad been killed, these have been repeated and denied frequently, though the weight
of evidences is in favour of his death, x

The back of the rebellion appears to have been broken by this defeat, but the
rebels have taken up 3 guerillla warfare in the Eastern mountains of Bokhara which seems

likely to continue for months, if not for vears.

A o e S U e e e i 3 B

X “The Times” dated 10.11.22 states their Meshed correspondent reports

Enver to be certainly living,

{itdy. P.MLR.

Source: OI10C Catalogue No L/P&S/10/837, Accession No, 987, National

Documentation Center, Islamabad.
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INTERVIEW WITH

TAJIKISTAN AMBASSADOR

There were emerging signs of Tajik nationalism under Gorbachove, then
why civil war started in Tajikistan, which shows that natienalism fails in the

conntry?

Up till 28th century, there was no word as nationalism for the Tajiks. Nationalism
had been taken in a negative sense. After independence, there were economic and
some other problems that were exploited by some segroents/ leaders of Tajikistan,
So ¢oalition government was formed and that even cannot solve the economic
problems, That government was a failure. Peace agreement was signed, and
leadership has been changed. Mr Nuri is dead, he was 59 vear of age and his
deputy Mohinuddin Kabir, is a liberal and moderate and iz a PhD in politics and

was my ex student. Tgjik people are more patriotic than nationalist.
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Ans:

In Tajikistan, do you agree that Islamic resurgence is more at society level

than among the upper level that is government?

99 percent to 97 percent Tajiks are Muslims. Tajikistan, still is a secular
democratic state. Government leve! has Shura-e-Ulma, who advises Mufii, Mufli
in Tajikistan gave fatwas. Regions have their own Muflis. A leader of Muftis is
Imam Iman Ullah khan Mosques are registered with commitice of Religious
Affairs. In this way governroent helps to understand Islam and there is no

confusion among masses related to any religious issues.

After independence how you see Isiam in Tajikistan?

From 1991 to 1997, religious groups like Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, they are
active in Tajikistan. Out of these only 10% to 15% are the Muslim groups, like
Agha Khan Group. They came to help poor people. All of them were active at
different regional levels with po net work for whole of the country.

Peace agreement was signed between opposition and government. That was
remarkable, It was signed not because of some conciliation between different
ideclogies but due fo the fact that there was realization among the leaders that war
1s of on use and they have to work together for the development of the country.
Now the whole country is under the government control. President Imam Al

Rakhmanov, gave emphasis on education. Modem technology has been preferred.
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Tweo schools are built for orphans; quotas are for the girls in universiies. The

point to emphasis is that we pay more attention to the development of Tajikistan,

It has been said that radicalism in Islam in Tajikistan has external
dimension, like jihad in Afphanistan. Do you agree that Islam in your

country has been radicalized?

No. I don’t agree that Islam in Tajtkistan has been radicalized. Hizbul-Nizhat-i-
Islam, IRP, 18 working with the government. Hizbul-Tahrir i1s banned in the
country on the plea that its against Islam and it has been formed by the Jews. Its

lost its following in Tajikistan.

How vou see fature of Istam in Tajikistan?

More preference is given to the education rather than religious education.
Students in Tajikistan are more civilized. This civilized the religion which is
good. Even in Kulyab region, a Muliah established a school; 1t's 2 school on
modern lines with modern education,

It, religion, also depends on important factor and that is in those places where
people don't have modern facilities or clubs or schools or inns or theaters people
definitely go to the mosques. But in places like Dusghanbe, where there are

theaters, clubs, entertainment facilities people hardly go to mosques. Its all about
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facilities, People of Tajikistan are as patrictic as people of Pakistan,

Adter 9/11, Russia and USA pressurized Tajik government {o contrel Islamic
Militancy? How government responded to the public criticism? As in

Pakistan president Musharaf has {0 pacify the opposition and the public.

The war against terrorism is not a war against Islam. Iis against narcotics,
terrorism and rule of Talibans’. Even president told in a conference in
Kazakhistan that Islam s a clean religion. But terrorist have no religion. Jis not
Islam who are targeted its terrorists who will be dealt with irom hands and

Tajikistan is with the international commusity in war against terrorism.
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INTERVIEW / DISCURSION WITH

DR AHMED HASSAN DANI

How vou see a Tajik soclety?

I have been visiting Tajikistan since 1964 and T have been given the citizenship of
Tajikistan also. So | can say that it’s some what like Palastan. Therr culture,
custoras, way of living all resembles Pakistan, even the food. Except that
Pakistam has more spicy food than Tajiki, even Tajik people eat bariani, which is
the most favorite food in Pakistan. Even Dholl, drums, which Tajiks beat on their
marriage ceremonies, just like the same we use in Pakistan. North is more
developed, industrialized and with political consciousness. South of Tajikistan
resembles Pakistan, More villages are in south; their way of living is just as in
Pakistan. If some one goes from Pakistan to south of Tajikistan one cannot find

any difficulty over their. You feel at home in Tajikistan

Its mean in Tajik society there is clear demarcation for the male and female

roles, like Pakistan?
Yes, Male are preferred to do work in the felds, outside jobs and females they
stay at home and take care of their family. Like Pakistan rural areas, Tajik in the

rural areas preferred to have large family. More children are considered an assert.
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Q.

Tis mean Tajik have more influence on Pakisian or it’s the other way

round?

Its both the way. 60 percent of blood of people of “Pakistan came from Central
Asia, Tajik Farsi came to Pakistan. Urdu is dertved from the Tajik Farsi and not
from the Iranizn language. Kashmin language resembles the Tajik language.
Islam in the region came from Central Asia. Same is the case related to dress,
sari, shalwar kameez, kelash caps all came from Central Asia. Bven the system of
govermment came from Bukhara and Samarkand in the sub continent. As Taxila is
the important place between Central and South Asia so from Pakistan

it’s the Buddhism that penetrated to Central Asia.
What impact Russians have on Tajik society?

The same British had on our society, Strong Russian influence can be seen in the
major cities of Tajikistan. Almost all the important cities have all the recreation

facilities, theaters, cinemss, modem schools, universities, hospitals and even the
modern educated elites. In the rural areas strong Tajik customs and way of living

are still survived,
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Q.

Ans,

How much it has its impact on the religion of the Tajik people?

Strong religious way of living can be seen in rural aress. As Soviet government
cannot penetrate in the far flung areas of Tajikastan, still people observe religious
festivals and majority of the people preferred to offer pray, five fimes, in the
mosques. Even in majority houses of the villages, had underground rooms. In
those rooms they gave religious education, like teaching of Holy Quran, to the
children and they covered the top of the room with rugs or furniture. One cannot
guess that they had such a room under their house. Also the rural community was
so much knitted together that if some Soviet officials came to their village, they
immediately spread this news te their fellow villager and it's a signal to take
precautionary measures and hide 2l the religious or Islamic literature,

In urban areas one can find hardly few people go the mosques and offer
ray. Stifl
majority of the Communist party Of Tajikistan members have a preference to

observe a religious life eycle rituals,

This means, faith that is religion was stronger ander soviet rule?

Yes, Main reason for this was the realization that Communists are anty Isiamic

and trying to make people Kafir, unbeliever. That was more related to way of

living. Even for example Communist Party members registered for their
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marriages but when they came home they go for nikkah, and they tried to follow
all the rituals related fo religion. In rural areas also people follow their religious

traditions.

. Beside Taith, what are the other means which helped the Islam fo survive

under he Sovief rule?

There are diferent ways 10 keep your faith alive. Family structure, 2= in a joint
faruly system grand father, grand mother tell children about their religion, Than
strong sense of community also helps to keep the religious feelings intact.

Your eating habils also are the one way to make you remember that

vou are 2 Mushm.

External influence is also important. People in Tajikistan, for instance were keen
10 know about the Iraman revolution and also the afghan jihad was considered as
a part of the revival of that Tajik religion, For me the important source was the
Muslim foreigners who visited Tajikistan. Once I was offering a namaz in a
mosque that a2 man came to me and when he knew that [ am from Pakistan he
asked me so many question related to religion and also he asked me a gift of

uran. I had only small holy Guran so I gave it to him.
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Q. Do you think Tajik language was more influenced by the Iranian

Iangmage?

No. Iranian Farsi is modernized, while Tajik language is the old Persian. IW's mors
difficult to learn and understand than the Iranian language. Shah-e-name-g-
Firdousi is also a sacred for the Tajiks and almost every house in the country has
this book. Also they considered prestigious to read Allama Igbal. In rural areas
where people cannot read and write, siill majority of them do memorize the

Shahnama.
What you think are the main problems in bullding a strong tajik nation?

Regionalism and the way Tajikistan was carved by Stalin. A Khojend district
from Uzbekistan was moved to Tajikistan. Decision never Liked by the Khojendis
who always iried to maintain their links with Uzbekistan. Still the older
generation femembers the period when their area was not a part of Tajikastan, and
they considered their distinctness from Tajikistan, south of Tajikistan, as
backward. To Gorono badakhsahan, most of Tajiks considered them not as a true
Tajiks

Also stalin’s campaign of mass migration had a negative impact on the Tajik

niationality. The new settlers instead of integrating with the local population

became a separate sub ethnic group known as Garmis by their neighbours.
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Ans.

The resettlement was not welcomed by the mountaineers. It is common in

Tajikistan that each community hardly knows about its neighbours.

Om what pyramid Tajik can bulld their nationalism?

Islam, Religion is the important aspiration for ther o forge a sense of
nationalist among their people. Also they have an enriched history, historical
figures, plus all the ingredients of a nation state. Then present government has to

give a sense of belonging to all Tajiks, irespective of their ethnicity or area of

residence.

How vou see the future of Islam in Tajikistan?

Tajik society is conservative, vou can say that. The positive point is that Tajk
have 97 percent educated and even their Mullahs they are educated. Also people
do not listen to those who are against their religion for instance wahhabis.
‘Wahhabis considered going to holy shrines as biddat. While Tajiks they preferred
0 go to the shirines of their pirs,

The Istam and Tajikistan are interwoven. You cannot separate them, By nature
tajik people are peace loving and future of Istam is going to be liberal and

moderate, As far as extremisms 15 considered 1ts not going to stay for long.
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