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ABSTRACT 

Islamic resurgence is not a recent phenomenon, Islam possesses a long tradition 

revival (Tajdid) and refooo (Islah), dating from the early Islamic centuries to the present 

day, It had different fooos that gripped the whole Muslim world in less or more acute 

form, This work identified three periods of resurgence the history of Islam, Pre 

Modem or Islamic Revivalism, Modem or Islamic Reformism and Neo-Modem or 

Islamic Radicalism, Tajikistan remained pan parcel of their region while sharing a 

historical twirl, common faith and civilization with Muslims in the rest of the world, 

passing through the period of Islamic revivalism and Islamic reformism Tajikistan 

bas entered its tbird period of Islamic and that is radicalism 

This work empbasized the third phase of the Islamic resurgence, In the period of 

radicalization ofIslam in Tajikistan, two must be separated, Islamic survival and 

Islamic revivalism. The Soviet period can be teooed as Islamic survival; despite soviets 

atheist propaganda, religion remains the major identity of the people because like every 

Muslim of the world, Islam is of Tajik culture, 

The last ten years of the Soviet Union can be called the time ofIslamic revivaL 

With internal there are external factors that give a new shape to the Islam in Tajikistan 

and it is labeled as radical Islam, extreme Islam, militant Islam or fundamentalists. This is 

purely an external dimension and not the out growth of traditional, tolerant, and moderate 

Central Asian Islam, The internal factors for the revival ofIslam in Tajikistan resulted in 

the acceptance of the external influence, 

The post 91 II developments are indicative of resurgence of nationalism in the 
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region, but in Tajikistan Islamic forces seems to have brighter prospects. since owing to 

the fragmentary nature ofTajik national identity, Islam can emerge as the only stabilising 

factor, an anchor and reference to mass mobilisation can coalesce around. While 

being the member of international community, it has to rely on nationalistic ideolc,gy. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Central Asia! is a unique region in the world in terms of its geographic location, 

history, culture and civilization. Historically this region can be divided into three 

transitional phases happening from the conquest of Arabia in the seventh century, 

October Revolution 1917 and to the disintegration Soviet Union in the twentieth 

century resulted in the independence of - one of independent Central Asian 

State. These phases resulted in significant changes regarding introduction 

common Islamic civilization, history and its integration with ideology of Ummah 

after the COllquesl of Arabia. The 1917 October Revolution brought a new set of political 

changes that lead to Col1'.munist rule providing new identities at national level different 

from tribal religious identity. Third transitional phase ended with the independence of 

Central Statesl 
Th.>"> states are still to redefine and readjust themselves 

according to the new geo-political situation and circumstances. 

Like international relations students I was also persistently involved and 

observing the eonstant changing situation in Central especially of Tajikistan. It was 

only in this C01.nltry that civil war erupted and catches the attention of researchers. Like 

many others I also keenly discern the unfolding of the events in Tajikistan. It is the 

presellt phase which stimulated me to initiate my in this region. It is also 

predominantly oul come 0 f debates in academics public pel:soillaliticis 

about the di fferent dimensions 0 f resurgence of Islam, status of nationalism, 
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compatibility among different isms, role of Central Asia and the emerging 

geopolitics of reglOn. 

Problem 

The autonomous :>'0111et Socialist Republic of Tajikistan declared its independence 

from the former Soviet Union (SU) on 9th September 1991. It covers an area of 143,000 

square kilometers and a population of million4
, including 73% rural populationS, 

It is the least urbanized state in Central Asia6 with 95% of the population being Muslim. 

Its neighboring countries are Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, China and Afghanistan. 

The political scenario m Tajikistan remained unsettled the day of 

independence; this resulted in political unrest, formation of rival QTO,uo:,_ politicization 

Islam and Icm:iml intervention etc. the 90s ex communists refused to share power with 

the opposition and civil war began. It was soon won by the former communists, 

named Imamali Rakhmanov as chief Even then the conflicts continued. 

Between 1993 and 1996 disputes flared in several of Tajikistan resulting in trans 

national influence and involvement. In 1993 a multi-national force named 

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) landed Tajikistan. The governrnent signed a 

peace agreement with opposition due to which National Reconciliation Council 

(NRC) was Irm,,"'fl It was to be a forum where terms for permanent would be 

negotiated. Even after signing the peace treaty the conditions did not improve. 
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The civil war has been analyzed in term of its regional and ideological 

background, Both these approaches are relevant but the underling factor seems 10 be the 

weak national identity of Tajik people. Different identities of the people of Tajikistan 

make it difficult for the government to create unified national identity and have 

minimized the prospects for national unity and slate building, After independence Islam 

became the main component the population's self identity and national pride of Tajik 

people, 

begin with, it was by the of the 19'h century, that nationalism started 

taking roots in Tajikistan, Before the revolution religion was the binding force among the 

masses of the region, Soviets tried to eradicate Islam systematically and forcefully, Mass 

education along with industrialization and modernization created groups which were 

supported by the Soviet government Soviet State even though provided them with legal 

ststus but did not give them any political or decision making authority? Nationalism 

em""",", only when the state exists because the problem of nationalism does not arise for 

the stateless societies. 

Newly born ststes faces lots of challenges even under best of the conditions; same 

is the case Tajikistan: first nation state status was reluctsntly accepted and the 

Milnsk's Agreement of December 8, 1 I destroyed any hope for preserving the Union. 

Secondly Tajik leaders are not nationalist or democratic, they came to power by 

defending Soviet internationaiism8 There is no old lea,der,shil~, ideology, administrative 
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structures etc for the new states to follow, Such situation created competition between the 

traditionally dominated power and the new comers as well as between the new comers 

themselves, So for Tajikistan as a new state there is no set objectives, no ideologies etc9 

and the result was civil war. 

In Tajikistan regional cleavages played a vital role in causing and starting the civil 

war. to The Soviet rule resulted in various changes in Tajik Republic; fonnation of 

national identity and exploiting the existing regional cleavages to maintain power. Under 

Soviet patronage, the northern region of Khojend dominated Tajikistan's politics!l and 

secured more benefits from the central govermnent Since South's economic, political 

and social development began to suffer; the groups from South became more vocal and 

aggressive of Khojendi dominance in the country, Communists supported the north while 

democratic Islamic oppositionl2 concentrated in the South, Major parameters to be dealt 

with are: What are the emerging signs of nationalism in Tajikistan? Is nationalism going 

to be the ideology of masses? Why did nationalism fail in Tajikistan? On what typcs of 

pyramids is Tajik nation going to build its nationalism? 

After Independence a wave of Islamic resurgence started and Islam became a 

common denominator between people, They felt that Islam saved them from the process 

of Rnssification, Tajik leaders knew that religion is an important tool to question the 

regime's legitimacy. In Tajikistan Islamic revival has to coexist and come in tenns with 

another emerging trend of ethnicityU Some analysts believe that ethnicity is not a 
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OUllulng force but it is religion which will bring stability because efforts by 

and Soviets l4 to eliminate Islam from Tajikistan were not successful. 

Russians 

Islam came to Central Asia in 642 when Arab defeated the Persian Sassanid 

the eighth cen,turv Islam became a dominant religion in Central Asia. The 

complete Islamization of nomadic people took Se\lerlll more centurie l6 During the 19th 

century it was thought that ",mlISI Muslim were cut off efficiently from developments of 

other Islamic countries. However it should be kept that many top clerics in 

official Soviet religious estabLisrume'nt studied and lived in Arab cities, like Haji Akbar 

Turanjonzoda, where they were exposed with Muslim thinkers and foliowers. 17 

1979 marked a profound change in this fake isolation. Islamic Revolution in Irsn 

ene:rg,'zed the forces of political Islam to a virtually unlprece(ien:ted extent IS Secondly the 

Soviet invasion of Afghanistan brought the issues of Islamic identity and its struggle to 

the door steps of the Central 19 A large number of Central Asians joined the ru.5U'"u 

Mujahidin's and later brought the seeds of fundamental movements in Central It 

can said that the Soviet invasion actually brought new cOIlce:pl of Islam, extren1ists, 

radicals, to the territories of Central Asian states. 

Islam is not only a faith but also a socio cultural system for the people of 

regIon which provides unity among people. After indlep,endlen1ce it had to exist with a new 

sense of identity, nationalism. Nationalism at present sense of belonging to a 

particular geographical group with its own characteristics, language, culture, history etc. 
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According to some analysts·o the popularity of Islam in Central 

Communist suppression of Islam, which waited to explode, 

is embedded in the 

others2
! it is the 

conditions like poverty, deprivation, repressive policies of the Central Asian governments 

towards Islam thaI revivalism of Islam with tension, clashes and 

regionalism as its outcomes, revivalism of Islam is also known as radicalization of 

Islam, Due to this different relilgic)us movements like Islamic Renaissance Party (IRP), 

Islamic Movement of (I1vfL) and Hizb-ul-Tehrir (HT) Central 

Asia, Related to religion are some basic questions that are what is meant by Islamic 

resurgence? Is Islamic n,<lITP'"n"" a modern phenomenon or it roots in history of the 

region? What are the impetuses behind such resurgence? Is it appropriate 10 tenn it 

fundamentalists? At the same time many of the most fundamental questions remain 

debatable: what is a radical Islam? How powerful are Islamic radlca:ls in lhis area? What 

are the sources, both external and internal from which are draWlri\! support? What 

are the goals that these groups hope to achieve? And finally what will be the future of 

Islam in Tajikistan? 

objecti ves, 

answers to all these questions are influenced by the political 

The question behind the of Islamic militancy and popularity among the 

masses has been res;ear'ch,ld and analyzed, Beside the disagJreementsl44 among analyst 

there has been a agreemenr2that the foundation militant movements are 

depend on ideological factors especially by those who in"~rpJret,:d Islam, It is also known 

that the selection of figll1teJrs for the militant groups depend on the social and economic 
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conditions of the countries are operating in. It is the llllfavorable social and 

economic conditions which create a favorable environment for drastic ideas. At regional 

level the rivalry among Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Arabia to have control Afghanistan 

and Tajikistan worsened the Islamist problem.24 Not only that, the new game 

and the war agiIlIl:" terrorism has blurred the phenomenon. Moreover, Tajikistan 

decision to join international coalition against terrorism 

of nationalism and not ofIslam. 

been motivated by the spirit 

After independence in Tajikistan scholars, politicians and analysts have 

commented over the issues like identity crisis of a new nation, strength and weaknesses 

of nationalism and the role of Islam. some it is seen as a difficult task, for others it is 

Islam that act as a parameter for identity of inhabitants.ls There was time when 

'fundamentalist' Islam became a to Russial6
, at other instance political Islam 

in the region has been considered as an exaggerated phenomenon21
. However in mostly 

all the cases Islam Nationalism been descriptive or polemic, at best scattered 

references are made either to Central Asia's past or to ne,aro,y states such as Afghanistan, 

Iran and Turkey.28 With no efforts for a search for relative models in the broader Islamic 

world. 

Basic arguments of this research work are 29 that nationalism is a form of politics 

whose lies in western liberal culture; this ideology became popular aU over the 

world to a variety of factors. Kow it is being challenged by a variety of 
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communitarian internationalism, one such fonn of communitarian internationalism is 

Islamic revivalism. In Muslim world nationalism competes with Islamic Trans 

nationalism which is one of the most significant phenomenons of the world. Presently 

misunderstanding of Islamic communitarian internationalism is common. word 

fundamentalism is commonly used to give a negative impact to Islamic revivalism, 

Muslims who wish to return to the past. It is argued here that it is a gross misperception. 

Going through th.e history of Islam one that revivalism is not a new 

phenomenon. On the other hand after independence Tajikistan entered in the club of 

international community. The membership of this is based on the concept of nation-state. 

However, Tajikistan faced lot ofproblerns related to its new identity: First is the reluctant 

acceptance of nation state status under such condition factors played their role 

to reassert power. Secondly Tajikistan remained part parcel of the region and being a 

part of Ummah, shared a common faith civilization with Muslims of the world. 

Being a part of Ummah, Tajiks also witnessed the waves of Islamic resurgence. Thirdly 

both Islam and nationalism been ""c:",.,rM and came in conflict with each other as 

both forces are powerful and reality of the present age. Hence an effort been made to 

study the two divergent pulls and to see which the two is likely to dominate the Tajik 

society, 

Islamic resurgence witnessed the first movement when Muslim Ummah lost its 

unity, internally and external!y, The main concern of Islamic revivalist were the decline 

in religion, its survival and revitalization. The most important and significant revivalist 
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movement Turkistan was the uprising of Andizhan 1898 3Q Also it had influence of 

Wahhabism.ll Alexander Bennigsen and Chantal Lemercier32 argued on same lines, 

wave of Islamic resurgence appeared in the fonn of 

that in the 19'h century on the structure already buHt by the revivalists. These 

movements started as a result of European supremacy. and colonization Muslim 

world. The Islamic refonnisls in Tajikistan began Ie realize that their '''IJ:gltHl 

was a "stale of decline" in comparison with Russia. They took up the sci,m!i 

IJV'''UVlOJ:H and faith in progress from Russian refonners3l At this more <;H1P""~1~ 

was on the desire to come at equality with the west (Russia), without """""& to 

question the religious foundation of the society, This movement was more political 

vigorous than its predecessors.J4Those parts of the Muslim Islamic 

refonnists were already present, became the fertile ground for '",'''HI.'- Radicalism, 

Islamic Radicals reacted against modernists and tried to distinguish Islam from the West 

Radicals of Ummah as a mean towards the establishment of a new 

~U\",,,.y w'hel'e 1:>:nania would be applied. It called for "the creation of new system of 

thOUght a new epistemology which is free of "corrupt" western influence and is 

rooted Islam."J5 From 1950-1970 all Islamic countries underwent a change in their 

structure, political institutions and cultural system. Now "religion was 

to nationalism, socialism, popular democracy and an excess of novel 

,,36 All the alternative ideologies were rejected by the Muslims who distanced 

West and tried to have stronger bonds with their Islamic identity. 
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In the period of radicalization of Islam in Tajikistan, two issues must be seen: 

Islamic survival and Islamic revivalism. The Soviet period can be termed as Islamic 

survival where religion remains the major identity of the people despite Soviet atheist 

propaganda because like all Muslims, Islam is part of Tajik culture. So the life of people 

from birth till death is based on Islamic teachings and environment. Under communist 

rule Muslims could not fmd model or ideology to imitate - an ideology that would be 

compatible with the spirit ofIslam and the demands of the modem age - this forced them 

to fall back on their own ideology and values. 

The last ten years of Soviet Union can be called the time of Islamic revival. This 

revival can be seen among all sections of the Tajik society. External and internal factors 

gave a new shape to Islam in Tajikistan and are labeled as radical Islam, extreme Islam, 

and militant Islam or fundamentalists. This is purely an external dimension. The internal 

factors for the revival of Islam in Tajikistan resulted in the acceptance of the external 

influence. Islamic radicals are successful among the urban educated middle and lower 

classes like students, teachers, state employees, unemployed youth, artisans etc. They are 

considered as "strength" of the radicals. It is at this stage of history ofIslamic resurgence 

that the West began to label the Islamic revivalism as Fundamentalism. The term has 

been associated with, a radical struggle against western political and economic 

domination37
, rejection of modernity and western way of life38 and the problem 

associated with retire states. 39 The word has been associated with militant and terrorists 

and in any case depreciatory so that it is rejected by many for this reason. 
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Significance o/the Study 

The study of nationalism and Islam is important in contemporary world. Its 

important can be assessed both in theoretical as well as practical terms. Nationalism as an 

ideology has not only generated national rivalries and wars but also played an important 

role in the development of the contemporary world. This ideology is even more 

multifaceted and created problems in the CAR. The need is to understand the 

phenomenon in Central Asian states, particularly in Tajikistan. On the other hand, Islamic 

revival has been leading towards the rebirth of idea of Muslim Ummah. This has been 

strongly demonstrated during the recent events of the Muslim world. Being the part of 

Ummah Tajikistan has also witnessed the current of Islamic revivalism. From a practical 

approach the work tried to answer the above-mentioned significant questions. There is a 

need to understand the phenomenon of nationalism and Islam thoroughly and 

systematically because of its multi-dimensional implications at national and international 

levels. It is surprising to note that recent assessments of the literature on nationalism and 

Islam concluded that our understanding of the subject remains underdeveloped. 

This work is not!tO attempt to write on the modem history of Tajikistan, rather the 

modest purpose is to touch on all those things and issues which help to form and distort 

the collective consciousr..ess of Tajiks as a nation. It also tries to analyze the survival and 

revival of Islam in Tajiki.stan with emphasis on the radicalization of Islam in the country. 

These two issues and the conflicts that they engendered are the main theme of this 
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research. I hope this will contribute to the understanding of a new political entity that 

shows promise of becoming independent actor on the international stage. 

Research Methodology 

Qualitative resean:h has been used in this research work. Historical, descriptive 

and analytical appro ache:: have been used. In Published work, books, research articles, 

newspaper and magazine' articles, news items etc, on Tajikistan has been extensively 

used. Data in Urdu and P'lrsian languages has also been consulted. In order to understand 

some of the historical ev·mts primary data was also utilized. Semi structured interviews 

are also conducted. Wherever it is indispensable, geo political and demographic 

information has been use~. Through accessible data and information an effort has been 

made to comprehend the :related issues in the region particularly in Tajikistan. 

The research work is organized into five chapters and concluding remark. First 

chapter Theoretical Framework deals with the resurgence of Islam and new ideology 

nationalism with its impact on Muslim countries. The chapter traces the resurgence and 

re-emergence of Islam from the Wahhabism to present age Taliban. But the main theme 

is that the Islam as relii~on has always been considered as main and strong source of 

identity among its belie\ers. Second part of the chapter is about nationalism, as another 

strong source of identit), of the present age. This identity has penetrated among the 

Muslim and divided the Ummah on the basis of nation states, a concept accepted in the 

present day world politics. 
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After providing the theoretical foundation, the second chapter is about the History 

of TajilGstan. It describes in historical perspective the development of Islamic and Tajik 

nationalist identity. The chapter has been divided into two parts, part one deal with pre­

Soviet period and part two traces the Soviet period. The chapter tries to trace the identity 

making process among the Tajik people. As the main source of identity, before the advent 

of Islam, was their sedentary way of life, which has been changed by a new identity, 

religion, and this identity remains strong and intact till now. Along with religion, the 

chapter also traces step the growth of nationalism, first in an embryonic form than in a 

concrete marmer after the Stalin's policy of national delimitation. From onward the 

chapter deals with different periods, which traces the development and contradiction 

between Islam and nationalist polices in Tajikistan. Nationalism in TajilGstan, the third 

chapter is about the independence of Tajikistan and its identity crisis. After independence 

Tajik people are still caught in a dilemma of identity. People are Muslims and believer of 

Islam but the leaders are still living in the past and wanted to cover them under the cloak 

of nationalism .. The prcblems for them are the hindrances in the way of developing a 

concept of one nation among Tajiks. Here an attempt has been made to know the 

emerging signs of nationalism before disintegration of Soviet Union and afterwards why 

civil war started in the country, it also highlighted the weak national awareness among 

Tajiks.Islam in TajilGst/Ul, fourth chapter deals with the issue of Islam and tried to see 

Islamic resurgence through ages. Here a reference has been made to Islamic revivalism, 

reformism but with emphasis on Islamic radicalization. The issue started with the 

manifestation of Islam at different segments of society, dealing mainly with internal 
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factors and emerging radical groups in the country along with the main reasons behind it. 

The next chapter, Radicalization of Islam in Tajikistan; External Dimension is the role of 

external players in radicalization of Islam in the country. Here an attempt has been made 

to see how the regional, Muslim and great world powers are playing their role in 

radicalization of Islam in Tajikistan and finally the concluding remarks, which bring to 

the lime light the fact that Tajikistan remained part and parcel of Ummah and shared its 

culture and civilization. On the other hand, after independence Tajikistan has been judged 

by the international community on the criteria of nation state. Thus both Islam and 

nationalism in Tajikistan has been recurred and came in conflict with each other as both 

forces are powerful and reality of the present age. 
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CHAPTERmm 

lHEORETICAL FRAME WORK 

The resurgence of Islam, after a long period of decline, has made the twentieth 

century an important la:ldmark in context of Islamic history. Caliphate institution was no 

doubt a symbol of Islamic unity, power and prestige and when it was dismantled Islam 

had lost its vigor and strength. However, wifuin a few decades the world has witnessed 

the resurgence of MUilim world. Although this resurgence has become the catching 

phrase and printed maturial with titles like Islam and Politics, Islam and Development: A 

Fundamental Fear, Islumic Threat: Myth Or Reality?, The Next Threat, etc not only has 

popularized the concq ,t but also distorted the image and nature of Islam and Islamic 

resurgence. It was aft, r the lra:nian Revolution that world began to notice the Islamic 

resurgence and a list of alternative terms, lslamism, political Islam, Islamic resurgence, 

fundamentalism, reass :rtion, renaissance and revival has gained currency. Scholars l 

mentioned that resurge Ice of Islam has become a significant subject of prominent debate 

and discussion among all segments of society throughout the world. 

1.1 Islamic Resurgence 

Islamic resurgence has different ma:nifestations;2 it can be the growing awareness 

among Muslims about their separate identity other than nation-state. Islamic resurgence 

means the revival of Illam at social, political and military level, not only in the Islamic 
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world but also in those countries where Muslims are in minority. Islamic resurgence is 

considered as another global ideological danger to fill the threatening vacuum created by 

the demise of communism] With the end of SU the West has no longer any cornmon 

enemy to justify their ams budget, offensive policies or more appropriately, "license to 

intervene" at any place, at any time. 4 

Mostly the Islarr ic resurgence has been explained under the term fundamentalism. 

It is a distinctive wa) of defining and implementing a particular worldview about 

fundamentalism that n .ost frequently presents a style of religious experience within 

broader religious traditions 5 and is used in different ways.6 First are those who feel the 

need to practice the basic principles and teaching of religion. In that case, the entire 

Muslim world falls un,ler this category because they all believe in Quran and Sunnah. 

The second category n:fers to those anti-modernists who idealize the time of the Holy 

Prophet (p.B.U.H) and Khulfa-e-Rashideen. They would like to replicate that time with 

the present. Third, thllse who are labeled as political activists, extremists, fanatics, 

terrorists, and anti-An: ericans and are called or compared with fundamentalists. This 

explanation once agair . implies to the Muslims because majority of them consider the 

West in general and U~ A in particular the main cause of their sufferings. 

The question mses: IS it appropriate to term Muslim-Islamic resurgence as 

fundamentalism? This is a term devised by west themselves (historical aspects of 

fundamentalism is out of scope of this research) . Esposito, a western scholar explaining 
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the phenomenon in /slaJ 1ic Threat: Myth or Reality prefers to speak ofIslamic revivalism 

and Islamic activism other than of Islamic fundamentalism. He regarded the term, 

Islamic fundamentalisr I as to laden with Christian pre supposition, and western 

stereotypes as well as ir lplying a monolithic threat that do not exist. More fittrng general 

terms are Islamic revivdism or Islamic activism that are less value-laden and have roots 

within the Islamic tradition. Furthermore, Islam possesses a long traditional revival 

(Tajdeed) and reforms , Islaah) from early Islamic centuries to the present day. 7 Andrea 

Lueg shared the same views. 8 The authors like Hugh Goddard in Christians and 

Muslims: From Doubl? Standards to Mutual Understanding, provided useful insight 

about the Muslims ane the Christian communities. The question of fundamentalism is 

given particularly detai ed analytical treatment. Applying the term for both Christian and 

the Muslim world, while the Bobby S Sayyid in a Fundamental Fear, equated the term 

with some organization; in Israel, 10dia and USA. 10 his approach, fundamentalism is not 

specific to Muslinls; th!y are just one example of same thing that is a general feature of 

our contemporary worl, 1.9 Whatever explanation may be given for the Islamic resurgence, 

it manifests itself at thI<:e levels. 

1. Grass Roots Level 

2. Middle Level 

3. Upper Level. 10 

At grass, root I !vel there is a growing awareness among people about their own 

religion. For them it i, an honor to follow their religion and set their lives according to 
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the values and codes of Islam. The resurgence is based on fundamentals of Islam as "an 

all embracing system oj life - a faith as well as an ideology and programme of life". 11 

For instance, for Muslin. women veil is a sign of respect and honor whereas in the West it 

symbolizes backwardness. I myself witnessed the growing use of, if not proper veil, 

headscarfby the Pakist<ni girls. Generally, the parents wish to impart religious education 

or memorizing of the Foly Quran first and world education later to their children. The 

indices of an Islamic Iesurgence resulting in person's life are many. At mid-level of 

society there is a gro\ling dissatisfaction regarding the current system. Intellectuals, 

students, women, politil ;ians, etc. formed the core of this group. They feel that the current 

systems in their countr ( are an alien, borrowed from the West, and have given way to 

corruption, exploitatior. un-employment, poverty, injustice etc. For them the salvation 

lies in true Islamic syst.:m as envisioned by the Holy Quran and Sunnah. At upper level. 

i.e. the government ani I the elite, publishing of Islamic literature and religious program 

are an important sour,:e of resurgence and some higher government authorities and 

opposition members de nand abolition of non Islamic laws and implementation of Islamic 

Shariat. Therefore, wh lever is in power in the Islamic world tries to glorify Islam only to 

enhance his own popul mty and credibility. What so ever is the driving force behind the 

government sponsore< . Islamic programme, it appear to manifest in the Islamic 

resurgence. One can 1titness the resurgence of Islam in Pakistan after Zia's Nifaz-i­

Nizam-i-Islam. 12 AlthlUgh it's the desire of every Pakistani to enforce Islamic laws or 

Shariat but this desir<: took a concrete shape and force after the Zia's Islamization 

programme. Behind t1:e diversity is a common belief, by the believers, in the truth of 
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Islam. regardless of "hanging circumstances. John O. Vol! l11as explained the 

phenomenon of Islamic resurgence as reaffmnation by Muslims of their faith and with 

different manifestations 

The Islamic revival.sm does not mean that it had completely disappeared from the 

Muslim community an j has now reemerged. It means that after experiencing all the 

"alien theories. ideo log .es and systems" Muslims have turned to their own belief. Thus. 

Islam became the reali~ I of the modem world. 

1.2 Survey of Islamic 1 :esurgence 

If studied closely. a o.e finds that Islamic resurgence is not a recent phenomenon in the 

history of Islam. The resurgence of Islam can be divided into following three main 

periods: 

1. Pre Modem Isll mic Revivalism 

2. Modem or IshII 1ic Reformism 

3. Neo-Modem 01 Islamic Radicalism. 14 

1.2.1 Pre Modern /s; 'amic Revivalism 

The basic prinliples of the Muslim society were promulgated under the guidance 

of Holy prophet (PBlH). which became a model for the followers. The period of Holy 

Prophet (PBUH) and F ]1Ulfa-e-Rashideen is considered as the "golden era" of the Muslim 

community. After the caliphate system three Muslim empires known as Ottoman. the 
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Safavid and the Mugl: al Empires were established These empues. after eighteenth 

century entered a pha.<: e of decline in economics. politics and culture. There was a 

concern among the rna lSes. The pre modem revivalists were of the view that Muslim 

world was in a state of decline due to deviation from the straight path set by Quran and 

Shariat in personal and lUblic life. For them Islam is a complete code of life. 

Saudi Arabia \las the first country to witness the fust pre-modem Islamic 

revivalist movement. Wahhabism with the aim to "clear religious practices and thoughts 

from all its alien ele nents to save the Muslim people from diving wrath. 16 This 

movement urged the followers of Islam to remodel the Islamic community as established 

by the Holy Prophet ),BUH).at Madina. Emphasis was made on the elimination of 

corrupt innovations of modernization. implementation of Islamic Shariat. and discarding 

rigid imitation of medi, :val jurists in favor ofIjtihaad.17 Since in their view the pure Islam 

was practiced by the JISt generation of Muslims. every Muslim was urged to follow 

them. 18 

The pre-moder 1 revivalist period. due to the influence of Wahhabism. witnessed 

different movements in different parts of the Islamic world e.g. Jihad movement in the 

subcontinent. Faridi movement in Bengal 19 
• Madhist uprising in Sudan. 20 Sanusiyya 

movement in Libya2
, and Mahdism in Egypt. 22 The only notable influence of 

Wahhabism in Turke!tan was the uprising in Andizhan in 189823 Though different in 

many respect. these re ,ivalist movements shared the following characteristics: 
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I. Belief that Muslim world was In a state of decline due to the fact that they 

abandoned pure md true Islam. 

2. Call "to go ba( k" to original Islam and shed the superstitions inculcated by 

popular forms of'Sufism and spread by unbelievers. 

3. Advocacy of inc ependent reasoning in the matters of legal judgment (ijtihad) and 

rejection ofblinll imitation (taqlid). 

4. Need of leaving (hijrat) the territories dominated by the unbelievers. 

5. Call to carry out the revivalist reforms through Jihad if necessary. 

6. Belief in the ex! ected Mahdi or imam, as one single leader of the Muslims. 24 

With the passage of time, all revivalist movements lost their vigour and strength. 

Some of these movem :nts were defected by the well organized political forces25 or by 

mere advanced Europ,:an military technology. 26 Some of the revivalist movements, 

coping with the situa jon changed their structure and transformed into modernistic 

entities.27 Thus the de feat, disintegration and transformation of the various revivalist 

movement provided 0 Jportunities for the Islamic reformists to rise and fill the gap 

between tradition and r lodernity. 

1.2.2 Modern or lsla>nic Reformism. 

The Islamic re :ormists or modernists emerged in the 19th century on the basis 

already built by the nvivalists. The reformist movement emerged mainly because of 

European supremacy, ;lI1d colonization of the Muslim world. The end of the 19'h century 
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and the start of the lOth century were considered as the time of realization and 

comparison. It was the 1 that the Islamic reformists begin to realize the decline in their 

religion and societies a; compared to the West. They were in response to cope with the 

external threat. Basil ally the reformist movement started as a result of European 

supremacy, and colon zation of the Muslim world. The Islamic reformists in these 

centuries began to reali ~e their religion and societies in a "state of decline" in comparison 

with the European nati Dns. John L. Esposito remarked that this movement was lead by 

men like Jamal ai-Din Afghani and Muhanmlad Abdul in the Middle East and Sayyid 

Ahmed Khan and Muh unmad Iqbal in South Asia. All of them argued for Islamic reform 

and expressed the net d to reinterpret Islam in the light of new questions and issues 

brought by modern lil~. Maintaining that Islam and modernity, revelation and reason, 

were compatible, the~ advocated religious, legal, educational and social reforms to 

revitalize the Muslim lommunity. 28 The standards that were set by the Revivalists were 

radically altered due to the western dominance. The intellectual horizons of the reformists 

were exposed in the slape of new ideas, concepts and beliefs from the west. Now for 

them important issue s were women rights, scientific education, political reforms, 

constitutional and rep. esentative forms of government, etc. This, according to Youssef 

M. Choueiri, 29 presen :ed western norms and values as an authoritative code of practices 

in the form of politilal systems, military presence and economic domination in the 

Muslim world. 

28 



With such changes. many felt the need to move towards modernization. This 

phenomenon resulted u the emergence of three distinctive classes in the Muslim society. 

l. Secularist: Thi! group consisted of people educated from the West was of the 

view that in the wake of progress MusliIns had to blindly follow the West. 

2. Traditionalist: ~ 'his group constituted of meroas and general public and was not 

ready to accept any change brought by the West. 

3. Islamic RefomJers: This category referred to the class which in order to envisage 

progress in the Muslim society. availed the scientific knowledge and technology 

from the West llut also criticized secularist. 30 

The reformists started in the 19th century in the form of military and bureaucratic 

system reforms by t1e Ottoman rulers like Sultan MahnJud II (1808-39). Sultan 

Abdulmejid (1839-61) and Abdul Hamd 11 (1876-1909). The Ottoman reform movement 

known as Tanzimat. a .so extended land reforms. legal codes and courts to regulate civil. 

commercial and penal affairs. 31 As more Muslim territories came under the domination of 

the west. more acute 1 ecame the awareness. among the Muslims. about the degeneration 

of the Muslim societi ~S. This awareness prevailed among the intellectuals. bureaucrats. 

state officials. membe:s of urban middle class and those who had any sort of contact with 

the Europeans. Thus the desire for reforms spread in its first phase to Egypt (Mohd 

Abdul). Tunisia (Kha: rr-al-Ain). Subcontinent (Sir Syed AhoJed Khan). At the tum of the 

century it had encoml,assed Indonesia. Algeria. Iran Iraq. Morocco. Sudan and almost all 

the urban centers of I1 :lamdom. 32For Central Asia. Turkestan. the increasing contact with 
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Russian (Western) cub ure and civilization resulted in the emergence of a "group of 

individuals" who laid 1 he foundation of modernism in the form of Jadid movement by 

Ismail and Gasprinsky ' n 1883, 33 and later in early 20th century the Basmachi movement 

also challenged the Silviet hegemony in Central Asia (see 2nd chapter). If critically 

analyzed, almost all the Reformist movements exhibited the following common 

characteristics. 

l. Recognizing th,: role of reason in people's lives, Taqlid was rejected as it made 

the believer ent rely dependent on ancient interpretations of texts. 

2. Ijtihad to be ex lended to vital modern problems exceedingly faced by the Muslim 

society, 

3. Salafiya's oppo ,ition to Sufism was rejected. 

4. To implement I olitical reforms. 

S. To improve the status of women in the society. 

1. Revival and re: lewal in the area of education in general and Islamic education in 

. I 34 parbcu ar. 

As a result of Is: amic reformism many initiatives were taken by the respective 

governments. Thus ne w social groups were formed, who were well educated, and well 

informed so as to w .den the field of reforms. They started demanding, along with 

political liberties, the liberation or independence from their colonial masters, Once the 

independence was ach leved and modern Muslim nation states emerged, majority of them 

were inspired and inf .uenced by western political, legal and educational developments 
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and advocated for the l ystems "with a minimal recognition of the role of Islam in public 

life." Jlwith no systemltic reinterpretation of Islam. Group of individuals emerged who 

criticized Islamic m( demists for adopting western models of development and 

westernizing the Musl m societies. Thus the seeds for the renewed Islamic resurgence 

and radicalism were so wn. 

1.2.3 Islamic Radicn lism or Neo-Revivalist (1945-onwards) 

Radicalists reacted against modernists and tried to distinguish Islam from the West. 

They considered strict application of Shariat as means towards the establishment of a new 

society purely based (n Quranic injunctions and Sharaiat. It called "for the creation of 

new system of thoug 1t and a new epistemology which is free of "corrupt" western 

influence and is rootee in Islam." 36 

After independen. e, Muslim cOlmtries began to rebuild their societies. The two 

models followed were capitalism and socialism. From 1950-1970 almost all, the Muslim 

countries had underg( ne a change in their economic, political and cultural system. The 

nation-state took the 1 ,recedence and there were glimpses of renewal and transformation 

as "religion was sui mdinated to nationalism, socialism, popular democracy and a 

plethora of novel go.lls."J7 However, all the ideologies proved to be rejected by the 

Muslims who were n:alizing and demanding, aloofness from the West inorder to have 

stronger bonds with tl eir Islamic identity. 
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In order to understand the Islamic Radicalism, two organizations are worth mentioning. 

Brotherhood of HassaL al-Bauna (1906-49), Sayyid Qutb (1906-1979) 

Islami of Maulana l.bul Ala Maududi (1903-1979). The founders 

Jammaal-i­

these two 

organizations have thdr impact over the development of Islamic radical movements 

throughout the Islamic world, 

Hassan al-.l::SaJlII and Mawdudi, both considered the European colonialism and 

western educated elite as curse for the Muslim societies. They considered"" .!lot only a 

cultural threat to Muslim societies, Westernization threatened the identity, 

independence, and ;; 'ay of life of Muslims.]~ However they were not against 

modernization, They differentiated between westernization and modemization, They 

maintained, "Muslims should not look to western capitalism or communism (white or red 

imperialism) but soleI;' to Islam, the divinely revealed foundation of state and society." 39 

Sayyid Qutab, in radicalized neo-Modernism. He was as 

"authoritative articula:or" of this theory. He divided the Muslims community into two 

camps, the of God and the party of Satan as revealed the Holy Quran, 

modem societies are either un-Islamic or anti-Islamic, reverse the order, that is to 

implement a new mie order Jihad (armed struggle) is obligatory, 4() Sayyid Qutab's 

became the Harting point for radical groups. Y ousef M, Choueiri divided 

the Muslim countries into five categories, where Islamic radicalism found the breeding 

ground, 
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1. Egypt, Syria and Iraq. 

2. Algeria, Tunisi i and Libya. 

2. Indonesia, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

3. Saudi Arabia, Jordon, Morocco, the Sultanate of Bnmei, the UAE, Kuwait, Oman 

and Bahrain. 

4. Malaysia, Afglianistan, Palestine, Lebanon, the Sudan and Nigeria. 41 

The impact of Islamic Radicalism can also be observed in almost all Central Asian 

States, particularly T,jikistan, where the opposition Islamic parties demanded Islamic 

constitution, through rumed struggle to establish an Islamic state. 42 The Islamic 

Movement of Uzbeki~tan (IMU) is also active in Central Asia v.ith the goal to carry a 

Taliban-style Islamic ::evolution deep into the heru1 of formerly Soviet Central Asia, to 

the Republics of Uzt'ekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 41 The analysis of Islamic 

radicalism, despite sone differences, exhibited the following corrunon characteristics: 

1. To overthrow tb.e existing regimes. 

2. To create awareness that the West has dominated the Muslim ummah and is 

cOflupting Mldim society through its culture. 

3. Western cultur:, values, laws. etc are alien to native Muslim beliefs and values. 

4. To establish di'/ine law, Shruiat and to eradicate other ideologies. 

5. To free human .ty from Kufr, ajihad must be carried out. 

6. Criticism on the apathy of the Muslim world towards the major Issues like 

Palestine. 44 
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Islamic radical ists were equally popular among the urban educated middle and 

lower classes like 1 tudents, teachers, state employees, unemployed youth, artisans etc. 

They are consider< d as "strength" of the radicalists. From Africa to South East Asia, 

Islamic organizations are working on the ideology of radicalism4s e.g. the Muslim 

Brotherhood Jamnat aI-Muslim in, Jamaat aI-Jihad, salvation from Hell (Egypt), 

AlVlAL, Hizbullalt (Lebanon), Islamic Tendency Movement, Renaissance party 

(Ennahda) (Tunisi~), Muhahidin-i-Khalq (Iran), Islan1ic Salvation front (Algeria), 

Taliban, Jamat-i-Islami (Pakistan), Islamic Renaissance party (Tajikistan) etc are few 

examples to cite. ]I is at this stage of history of Islamic resurgence that west begins to 

label the Islamic nvivalism as "Fundamentalism". Wbatever meaning may be given 

to the Islamic resnrgence, one chain of reasoning links revivalism, reformism and 

radicalism, that is rejection of other ideologies. There is an encouraging awareness 

among the Muslim world that a new era of unity and inward strength based on the 

broad teachings ofIslam has dawned on the great Islamic Community. 46 

1.3 Causes of Islamic Resurge1lce 

Although the caus!s of the Islamic resurgence may vary from country to country, at 

least some of them apl'ear to be common to all. These major causes are as follows: 

For Muslims, Islan is a complete code oflife and not merely a set of rituals. It covers 

all aspects of this matl:rial world and world hereafter . They consider each aspect of their 

lives under the guidance and sw'Veiliance of Allah and anribute every achievement or 

misfortune to the will of God. Masses panicularly feel that if government enforces some 
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un-Islamic laws that would result in Allah's wrath. Some Muslims believe that, one 

cause of the Taliban' i downfall may be their deviation from the true Islam or straight 

path. There is strong desire among the masses of the Muslim world to implement the 

Islamic laws to replacl: the existing Un-Islamic laws with the Islamic ones. 

A Muslim living: n any part of the world, belonging to any race, colour, culture or 

creed speaking any Imguage is a member of Ummah. 47 One God, One prophet, One 

book and One center Kabah - are the symbols, which organized the believers into one 

cohesive unit. unity i:: also reflected in the rituals of Islam in every day life.48 Being a 

part of one Ummah, ~[uslims consider it their responsibility to speak for the sufferings of 

Palestinians, Bosniru i , Chechens, Afghans, Kashmiris, Gujru·ati Muslims (India), 

therefore they criticiz: the policies of different governments of Muslim world and deem 

it as their sacred duty to provide a guide line by which they would be able to restructure 

their societies on Islanic lines through arm struggle (Jihad) 49 

The science that ~[uslims borrowed from the West, makes them realize that it is not a 

means of "being bette r" but of appearing better. 50 Similarly the proverb "each for himself 

and God for all" fou ~d its place in European social organization, but proved fatal in 

contradiction and tried to replace the essential social principle of Islam with "each for all 

and all for each". 5\ Huslims cannot find a model or ideology that would be compatible 

with the spirit ofIslant and the demands of the modern age. It forces them to fall back on 

their own ideology an 1 values. 52 
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Islam has alway; misunderstood in terms women's rights, cultural 

development, modernlY, scienlitk education, philosophical concepts, democracy and 

other political concerts, etc. Particularly the West portrays Islam as being hostile to 

human rights. 53 In r( sponse of their objection Muslim intellectuals have tried to give 

positive answer of every criticism. 54 This process resulted in the growing awareness 

among the Muslinls en one hand on the other it further widened the gap between 

Islam and the West. Inc discriminating policies adopted by the West for Kashmir. 

tlosm:a, Chechnya, P,lestine, Iraq, Iran, Taliban, fO[l:ed the Muslim youth to compare 

them with policie; for Israel, Taimur, India, etc. It is not only the question of 

solving the dispute btl way the West treats the Muslims, This discrimination forced 

not only the masses but also the well educated Muslims to welcome the concept 

the Jihad open heartedly. 55 

Urbanization also played a major role in Islamic resurlilence. The rural communities 

of the Muslim societi.es come to the cities with an aim of having better livellhood. 

However, most of them experience unemployment, crimes, selfishness, corruption with 

no sense of belonging and security. The orJy alternative conceive is the package of 

religious values, whic 1 them, hope, security, confidence and strength. They that 

the guidance of All, h will never them down. Fischer56 also explains the same 

phenomenon. Nationa list elites have been unable to establish their leglllrtlacy and meet 

the hopes and asp irati ms of their people. 57 the disappointed masses of the Muslim 

world turned their attention to those movements, which offerc:d Islam as nelctelcl solution, 
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Revolution in pri 1t and electronic media made communication between Islamic 

leaders and followers, to spread the message of Islam, much easier. 58 Religious scholars 

like Dr. Israr Ahmed, Dr. Zakir Naik, utilized the modem devices to preach Islam. Thus, 

knowledge of Islam re ached even the Muslim villagers who seem to be no more illiterate, 

ignorant, isolated an( solely dependent upon their local religious leaders to gain the 

knowledge of Islam. ;9 Modern concepts of economics also provided confidence to the 

Muslim world. Islami; resurgence in Muslim world, e.g. Libya, was the outcome of the 

oil wealth, which gav ~ a new impetus to Muslims. This wealth increased the influence of 

conservative Arab/lvuslim governments. Muslim countries sought developmental 

projects on one side md on the other provided financial assistance to the poorer Muslim 

countries in term of Lids, loans and financing Muslim institutions and parties. 60 Small 

segments of society t egan to feel the uneven distribution of wealth. These dis-satisfied 

masses turned out to be the strong supporters of Islamic movements which promised 

them equal distributi)ll of wealth, prosperity as envisaged by Islam. 61To summarize 

poverty has been cOIl!,idered as the vital factor that creates the need to own religion62 and 

thus becomes a reaSOll of revival of Islam in any society. 

1.4 Nationalism: Ne) I Idelltity 

The idea that ;ame to be termed as nationalism arose in the 18th century and has 

been, since then. an e ([remely powerful force in human history. During the 19th and 20th 

centuries, nationalislI played a major role in redrawing the map of Europe and gradually 
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led to major political developments in various parts of the world especially in many 

countries of Asia and Africa. Nationalism a product of Europe's historical experience 

found its way to the ~ luslim world and achieved a lot of currency and advocates in its 

ethnic and religious [. >rms. During the 20th century, with the collapse of the Ottoman 

Empire and the gradual withering of the colonial system, Muslim people achieved the 

status of nationhood 0 : Ie after another. 

Unlike so many other political doctrines, nationalism lacks a founding father 

whose ideas would have served as inspiration and model for his successors. It is, 

however, possible to trace the intellectual origins of nationalist doctrine in the 18 th 

century.63 The nationalist ideology flourished by French and Gennan philosophers like 

Jean Jacques Roussea. J.G. Herder and 1.0. Fichte, was completely alien to the majority 

of Europeans living n the 19th century. The question was how nationalism could be 

universally accepted, Different scholars have given different stages for growth of 

nationalism.64 Dr. Tahir Amin65 has given answer to this in tenn of 3 waves across the 

globe. One might ask: what are the element, which constitute nationalism? It's the 

achievement of past ald accomplishment for the future was the answer given by Renan.66 

While John Stuart Mill called it common sympathies67 for the conationalists. Different 

writers emphasized in legrative and disintegrative aspects of nationalism.68 

According to Dr TaIllr Amin, the first wave of nationalism that began with the 

French revolution ar d Napoleonic war and stretched up to the second World War, 

transformed the face,)f the western world. A close link between nation and state arose in 
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the course of European history and with the rise of nationalism, each nation demanded its 

own state. This led to t Ie creation of modem European states. 

The second wale began with the end of Second World War to the early 1970 and 

led to the decolonizati< ,n and independence of most of the developing countries. However 

most of these states fOlmed were not nation state i.e. states representing a single eilinicity. 

Being the poly-ethnic I hese states are faced with the problem of becoming nations and the 

problem in each case i; with older identities with the result they lack national integration. 

The third wave appea ·ed in the form of the rise of ethno national movement during 1970 

and the world has beer affected to this to-date. 

It was due to the second wave that nationalism penetrated in a concrete form into 

the Muslim world. D1lring the 19'h century, Muslims accepted the European's political 

ideas. The most wid :ly accepted ideology was nationalism. This was due to many 

reasons: First to achi€ ve independence from the colonial rulers on the right of national 

'self determination'. ~ econdly. to impress the European statesmen that Islamic countries 

were rapidly going to transfer themselves into modem states". Thirdly nationalist leadesr 

took nationalism as 1 guiding principle for the development of their nation-state. 69 

Theodore A. Coulou nlis and James H. Wolfe defined nationalism in the following 

words: 

Nation llism can be defmed as a perceived identity of one self with a 

territor ially organized political collectivity such as the United States, the 

USSR and other countries. The psychological need to define oneself in 
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tenns of membership in a given cooununity is at the root of nationalist 

sentiment. The hallmarks of nationalism are a sense of territoriality 

manife! ted in a love of one's homeland a written and spoken language, a 

traditio: I of achievement in the arts and literature, a narrative history (as 

oppose,l to legends or folk tales), and, frequently, the perpetuation from 

generation to generation ofthe fear of the enemy.70 

Hans I ~ohan defined nationalism as: 

A state )f mind, penneating the large majority of a people and claiming to 

penneal e all its members, it recognizes the nation-state as the ideal fonn of 

politica organization, and nationality as the source of all creative and 

cultural energy and economic well-being. The supreme loyalty of man is 

therefOl e due to his nationality, and his own life is supposedly rooted in and 

made p )ssible by its welfare 71. 

Any considerali DO of the concept of nationalism required the defmilion and 

explanation of two key ( oncepts ST ATE and NATION. 
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1.4.1 Siale 

In modern We rtern political thought, the idea of the state is often linked to the 

notion of an impersoral and privileged legal or constitutional order with the capability of 

administering and cOlltrolling a given territory. 72 If the definition of state is analyzed it 

can be seen that: popdation, territory, government and sovereignty, are the four pillars of 

the state and are cal ed the Constituent Elements of a state. 73 They are essential for 

fonning a state. Fo ~ liberal the question of sovereignty, citizenship and political 

accountability are im Jortant. 74 The liberal state is a minimal state; it just has to protect 

the security and the p 'operty of the individual. It is a juridical state and its most important 

institution is judiciae;' through which it manages its market and thus develops its market 

economy.75 The libe 'al state is almost opposite to the nationalistic state. From 18th 

century up to the 20:h century various scholars discussed the relationship between the 

rights of state76 and 'he duties of subjects17 and sovereign power.78 J.1. Rouseau, Jeremy 

Bentham, James Mill and J. S. Mill 79 remain the leading classical articulators of the modem 

state systems. 

Marxism reje :ted both liberalism and liberal democracy and stressed upon class 

structure and forces of political coercion. Karl Marx (1818 - 83) and Frederick Engel 

(1820 - 95) articulat:d the first systematic critique of political economy and visualized 

the state as a super: tlUcture that develops on the foundation of economic and social 

relations.There are tvo (often-interconnected) strands in Marx's account of the relation 

between classes and the state. According to the first strand, the state in general and 
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bureaucratic institutic n in particular should be strong enough so that any external force 

does not dominate th :m. The second strand, upholds the view that the state is merely a 

superstructure servin~ the interest of the dominant class. Throughout his political essays 

and especially in COl lIllunist Manifesto, Marx insisted on the direct dependence of the 

state on economic, s'K:ial and political power of the dominant class. 80 Lenin (1870 -

1924) followed the teI .ets of Marx's position 2nd and conceived of the state as a machine for 

the oppression of one, :lass by another. 81 

Ralph Millib. nd in 1969 argued that in contemporary western societies is a 

dominant or ruling ell 5S, which owes and controls the means of production, and has close 

links with powerful illstitutions, political parties, the military, the media, etc. And it has 

dispropOltionate repr' :sentation at all levels of the state apparatus. The capitalist class 

constitutes constraint on western government and state institutions. 8'l In order to be 

politically effective t Ie state must be able to separate itself from ruling-class factions. 

Under exceptional ci :cumstances, the state can achieve a high order of independence 

from class interests, e g. in national crisis or war. Claus Offe and Jurgen Habermes, belong 

to a quite different tr; dition of Marxist thought. Among their criticisms is the charge that 

Milliband regards capi talist states only from a negative perspective. 83 

There is tende ncy on the part of modem political theorists, including Islamists, to 

define the state in telms of the major components of the nation state, the basic political 

unit in the contemp('rary international system. The defining of the state in terms of 
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population, sovereigr ty, territory and government are of little help in identifying the 

essential elements tha: distinguish the Islamic state from other types of states. 

The word "sta;e" (dawlah) was first used in the Quran. Until the late 15th century, 

one could hardly fillc any reference to state in Muslim literature, or in western literature 

for that matter. Othe terms such as a1arnsar or daral Islam were employed whenever a 

reference was made to the territories under Muslim control. Alternatively, the state as 

political body was id !ntified by its political organs i.e., al Khilafah or al Imam. Muslim 

scholars of 6th and ~ th centuries began to employ "dawlah" in reference to the various 

Muslim dynasties that emerged when the institution of Khilafah lost its executive power. 

The ternl dawlah be~ an to acquire a political connotation. 84In the light of Islam, Islamic 

state is Allah's state or the kingdom of God on earth. In this state, there is only one 

supreme sovereign aJ Id that is Allah. The Islamic state is the demonstrator of this system 

where the concepts (f Tauhid, Risalat, Caliphate, Jihad and Ijtehad are being practiced. 

Islamic state has pra( tical objectives towards its citizens. 85 An Islamic state coexists with 

a society. Islamic SI ate is impossible without an Islamic society. Islamic state rather 

evolves from an Islrunic society. 86Hassan-al-Turabi has outlined the ideological foundation 

of an Islamic state. 87 Sayyid Abdul A'la Maududi, on this subject gives a precise account 

that the political S) stem of Islam is based on three principles: Tauhid, Risalat and 

Khilafat. 88 Legislati~ n in an Islamic state should be within the limits prescribed by the 

Sharia, which complises of four sources, the Holy Quran89 , Sunnah90, Ijma (Consensus) 

91, and Ijtehad or Qi)as92 
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Beside, execut.ve and legislature, judiciary is another important and fundamental 

institution of an Islan lic state. Islamic judiciary is not placed under the control of the 

executive. Ruler and I he ruled are subject to the same law with no discrimination based 

on position, power or privilege. Islam places its complete state structure upon its basic 

principles of justice In an Islamic state, the non-Muslim minorities are given 

fundamental rights. I ~on-Muslims also have the right to regulate their private life, 

education, and famil: r life by adopting their own family laws "There should be no 

interference with (the practice of) their faith or observance, nor any change in their rights 

or privileges" 93. Thl s, Islam has invariably pledged the security of life, religion and 

property of the non-M uslims. 

Islamic state s an ideological state and is different from the western democratic 

states94 and moulds e' rery aspect of life and activity in accordance with the moral norms 

and standards of sl,cial reforms. It gives individual liberty to its citizens. The 

administrators in an Islamic state have to necessarily implement the reformatory 

programs. 

1.4.2 Nation 

There is no co mnonly agreed definition for the word NATION. A.D. Smith defines 

nation as: 

A naJ ned human population, sharing historic territory, 

comm m myths and historical memones, a mass, public 
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culture a common economy and common legal rights and 

duties lor all members. 95 

For Rupert ElI erson: 

A natic ,n is a community of people who feel that they belong 

togethc r in the double sense that they share deeply significant 

elemer Is of a common heritage and that they have common 

destin) for the future. % 

The word nation is derived from the Latin word "natio", "natus", or "nastro" 

which means birth or race or to be born 97, and originally mean a group of people born at 

the same place, whet ~er that place is thought of as a few dozens or many thousands of 

square miles98
. 

Somewhat latlr, primary (political usage) and secondary (legal usage) meanings 

evolved.99The two meanings at first remain distinct enough. The victory of popular 

government in Europ l in the period from 1789 to 1918 led to a blending of two meanings 

for nations which we;-e proclaimed sovereign.loo 

1.4.2.1 Admillistratil e Revolutioll 

It is said that the nation is created by the state and the activities such as taxation; 

administration, etc ~ eep the public bound to law and order.lolThe citizenship rights , 
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building of infrastructure and communication networks with the state borders drew more 

areas and classes into the national arena and created images of national communities of 

England, France, Spain, that evoke such powerful feelings of commitment and belonging 

to this day. 102 

1.4.2.2. Economic Revolution 

The movement to a market economy began in a few core states of the late 

medieval West and spread outward to other areas of Europe, Latin America, Asia, 

America and ultimately Africa103
. The capitalist revolution involved vastly increased 

trading networks in the West and then in selected peripheries, which in tum encouraged 

the accumulation of capital and the rise of wealthy urban centers and merchant capital104
. 

European states, often at war with one another, benefited from the activities of their 

bourgeoisies. This helped them having a well equipped armies and more efficient 

administration staff. 

2.3. Cultural And Educatiollal Revolutions 

This allowed the development of secular studies, notably classical humanism and science, 

popular modes of communication, novels, plays and journals. The intellectuals played an 

important role in this process. The creation of secular mass nations was ultimately the 

outcome of a vigorous programme of political socialization through the public mass 

education system. lOS 
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1.4.2.4. ModemizaiWn Revolution 

The most important revolution was modernization that began in Europe. 

Traditional feudal system turned out to be complicated. 106 Similarly, colonial empires 

were considered having dissimilar aspects. By contrast, nation-states of intermediate size 

provided a political 'ramework for equality of opportunity, comprehensive division of 

labor and hence a nodern industry and scientific technology came into being. This 

modernization provi( .ed a network linking a number of nearby cities, each with il~ rural 

hinter - land. An o~t.side challenge to that new way of life and the advent of a new 

generation acted as catalysts in shaping a political consciousness of nationality. 107 Thus 

in the modern liberal world we find two overlapping concepts of the nation. 

1.4.2.5 Civic or Ten itorial 

The CIVIC C( nception treats nation as a unit of population which inhabits a 

democratic territory, possesses a common economy, common laws with identical legal 

rights and duties a ld public, mass education system, with a single civic ideology. 

Territory, economy, law and education constitute the four spheres through which nations, 

. tl·· & dl08 I ., . 10 liS View, are ,orr Ie . t IS very ml1cn a western conceptlon. 
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1.4.2.6 Ethnic or Gellealogical 

It sees natioD, as a named hwnan population, which has conunon traditions, 

customs, history and ancestors. It is a conceptioD of the nation that has found favour 

mainly out side the 'vest, and often opposed to civic conceptions. 109 This suggests that 

behind the rival mode oS of the nation stand certain common beliefs about what constitutes a 

nation as opposed to a ny other kind of collective, cultural identity. 110 

Like other sc Jolars Marx and Engels and Lenin also define nation within their 

own school of thougllt. Marx and Engels were explicitly internationalist in their approach. 

However by 1872 they were prepared to admit that special regard oUglJt to be paid to the 

institutions, customs, md traditions of various lands. III He divided nations of the world into 

three categories. In theWest, progressive national movements of the bourgeoisie long ago 

ended and purely 017 lressive regimes prevailed. In Eastern Europe and especially Russia, 

bourgeois democratic and nationalist movements were now in progress. Thirdly, in colonial 

areas, such as Asia, VI here bourgeois nationalism had as yet hardly begun its appearance was 

to be encouragedll2 Lenin's support of national revolutionary movements was particularly 

relevant to the Russiln situation"3 Under his influence the Second Congress of the Russian 

Social Democratic Labour Party, adopted in 1903 as a clause in its program, the riglJt of 

self-determination fo r all nations following part of the state."4 Thus by the riglJt of self­

determination, he me ant the riglJt of secession. Stalin does not identify the nation with the 

state. According to him nation is not a racial or tribal, but a historically constituted 

community ofpeopl:. 115 For him nations are sovereign, and all nations are equal". 116 
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The world U! nmah is derived from the root amrn, meaning aim at or intended, 

"Ummah", therefore, carries many senses devoting this original meaning intending. 

Primarily, however, 1 means the people who intend to follow a leader (imam), a law 

(Shariah), a religion (Din) or a path (Minbaj) and also the thing intended. Hence two 

principle concepts de Goting the term Ummah are community and religion. They are used 

separately and combi led to imply a religious community.117 Quran has used the word in a 

different connotation. I IS To a Muslim, the entire world is his abode and place of worship, 

for it lies within the mulk of Allah. 11 9Since all the Muslims believe in one God, one 

Prophet, one Book and one center - Kabah. Ummah is described in the Quran as 

Ummatul Wahidah. Islam prescribes a code of conduct that is called Shariat (Divine 

Law). It divides hun ,an obligations into huquq Allah and huquq al-ibad. 120 According 

to Islam a man is not only responsible for his own conduct before God but also 

accountable for his social conduct and behaviour being a part of the Ummah.121 This 

great concern for mdntaining inner cohesion and unity is also reflected in the rituals of 

Islam in every day life. 122. Watt has described it as Charismatic Community. 123 This 

ideological communi ty oflslam aims at restoring the ideological unity of mankind and it is 

in this sense that it is called Ummah Wahiddah in the Quranl24 It's the duty of every 

Muslim to convert · he entire world into a single community. 125 Islam believes in the 

basic unity of mankbd and does not aim at the division of humanity into nations. 

49 



1.5 Nationalism 

Various libera' scholars have given different views on nationalism. As Hans Kohnl26 

emphasized the int( grative aspects of nationalism, scholars like Carleton Hayes127
, 

Toynbee128, E. H. CaJr129
, perceived nationalism as a negative force and held it responsible 

for the breakdown of ;ivilization. Writers like Karl W. Deutschl30, Ernest B. Haas 13l, Ernest 

Gellner132
, concentral ed on internationalism, integration and interdependence and largely 

neglected the study of nationalism, disintegration and dependence. While Walker 

Connor'sl33 theme of literature was disintegration. He believed that a majority of the states 

are multiethnic and that "ethnic consciousness has been definitely increasing, not 

decreasing, in recent years,,134. His emphasis on ethnic groups brought to light the issue of 

multiple loyalties in~l sharp focus.IJ5 A. D. Smith'S\J6 work gives nationalism a positive 

outlook and defines il as "an ideological movement for attaining and maintaining autonomy, 

unity and identity on lehalf of a population deemed by some of its members to constitute an 

actual or potential niltion" \37. According to his definition, nationalism is a step towards 

independence and modernization. He believed that nationalism is going to stay for ever. 138 

and the main reason j Jr this is the world state system that will continues for good. 139 

Marx and En;:els, did not have a coherent and well-articulated theory on nationalism 

because they were jj Itemationalist in their outlook According to Marx nationalism was a 

historical fact and a ! tage between the transition from feudalism to capitalism. His work has 

predicted that integr !tion would eventually be achieved at the international level under 

socialism. Lenin Wa! convinced that nationalism was a transitional phenomenon. l40 For the 
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Postmodernization \\ riters the rise of ethno nationalism and old state nationalism and 

religious revivalism ~ rere the new realities, which were often ignored by the Marxists. Tom 

Nairn believes that the theory of nationalism represents Marxism's "great historical failure". 

141 In explaining the Jersistence of nationalism, Nairn believes the cost would be great: the 

cost would be "Marxism" itself. 142 

The Islamic 5 ~holars viewed nationalism in a different way. For them the basic ideal 

was Universal Umm lh but to liberate the Muslims from the colonial rule and create a new 

world order adopti Ig nationalism was suggested. Allama Iqbal a modern Muslim 

philosopher at the ~ tart of the twentieth century carne up with the concept of Muslim 

nationalism with a c lear purpose of creating a Muslim Community throughout the world. 

For him nationalism was something which created hatred, rivalries and wars arnong the 

people143 but he alS(' knew its importance to over throw the western imperialism. 144 The 

Modernization theor'sts of the Islamic World who were influenced and educated in the West 

accepted the westen , nation, liberal nationalism and their systems as the reality. For them 

everything had to he modernized, these theorists are primarily of two types: Liberal 

nationalists such as : Carnal Ataturk, Shah of Iran Ayub Khan etc and the National Socialist 

such as Jamal Abda:- Nasir, Saddam Hussain, Z. A. Bhutto, etc. Following characteristics 

are common in the "ritings of the above leaders: 

1. They were a: 1 nationalists, some of them paid lip service to internationalism, such as 

pan IslarnisI1. They were motivated primarily by the real politik considerations 

rooted in the domestic politics or foreign policy of their countries. 
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2. Their ideologies were of syncretised variety. They combined liberal or socialist 

variety of nationalism with the ethnic tradition. The goal in each case was 

modernization. Their model in most of the cases was the west. 

3. Nearly all of them included Islam as one of the factors in the composition of their 

ideologies. Faced with the legitimacy crises, most of them resorted to Islam and 

expounded and patronized their own official version of Islam. One can witness 

different versions of nationalism, Iranian, Egyptian, Pakistani nationalism. 145 

Jamal Abdal Nasir, for instance, was primarily concerned with creating strong, 

cohesive and modern nation - state along national socialist lines. He reinterpreted the history 

of Egypt essentially in nationalist terms. Both his domestic and foreign policy agenda are 

drawn in the nationalist context with scant regard for Islamic internationalism. 146 

Post modernization Islamic theorists, schooled in the indigenous educational system, 

were internationali!;ts in their approach. They insisted on rejecting nationalism and 

considered it as a concept different from Islamic tradition and its culture. For them Islam on 

its own is a complete concept of Ii fe which one should understood on its own without 

adding any other id(:()logy to it. Khomeini regards patriotism as natural sentiment but rejects 

nationalism on two grounds, it is contrary to the Islamic teaching and it is an alien idea 

propagated by foreigners in order to divide the Muslim community. 147 He urged the 

Muslims to overthrow the existing nation states. For Sayyed Maududi, Islam is international 

and its message is 'miversal. Nationalism is inconsistent with Islam because it divides the 
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human being on the basis of nationality. Nationalism simply means that a nationalist ought 

to give preference to his own nationality over all other nationalities. 148 Once the 

nationalism infiltrated into the Muslim world, it proved to be more destructive. It 

destroyed the basic force of unity, i.e., the Ummah and divided the Muslim world into a 

number of nation-states. Secondly, Muslims also lost credibility in the teachings of Islam 

and instead of thinking of problems and security of the Muslim world collectively the 

Muslim states got preoccupied with their own national problems. 149 Only paying lip 

service to the Kashmir's, Chechens, Palestinians, and Bosnians etc. Thus creating 

negative feelings among Muslims. Most of the Muslim states considered that to achieve 

modernization they bad to follow the West. So instead of developing relations with the 

Muslim states they became allies of the West. In a nation state, believers and non­

believers are equal. ISO The citizens of Muslim nation states are no more divided into 

Muslims and dhimmis (non-Muslims) but every one is considered as equal and this 

nationalism, elirninated altogether emphasis upon the religious bonds holding the polity 

together. 1SI Another problem that emerged was the continuous conflict between the 

Ulemas and the nationalists on various issues. Muslim Nationalists tried to organize their 

nation-states on the criteria of the West. The organizations and institutions were 

developed on the pattern of western political thought. "Liberal-nationalism continued to 

borrow almost exclusively from western thought, maintained a determined confidence in 

the superiority ofa western system and its appropriateness ... ,,1l2 
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When Muslim world was colonized, the concept of Muslim Urnmah was also 

colonized and replaced by nationalism. During their struggle for independence, 

nationalism really provided a solid ground for the nationalists to achieve their goal. Once 

the Urnmah was replaced by nation-states, the rulers failed to solve the problems of their 

nations, as promised by them in the name of nationalism. The masses began to turn to 

religion (Islam) for solutions of various problems. Thus nationalism, Islam and Islamic 

revivalism, continued to be debated throughout the world. 
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CHAPTBRTWO 

HISTORY OF 

2.1 Location 

Central Asia has a total area of four million Kilometers and a population of 

more than fIfty million, Borders of this region meet Russia, Iran, Afghanistan, China 

and Caspian The different names given to the region were, Turan,! Turkistan,2 

Mavara-al-Nahre,3 Asia-i-Miana Middle Asia', The territories currently occupied 

by Pakistan, Afghanistan and areas of Tibel, Mangolla and southern "",'erm 

were all of Mavara-al·Nahre,' Regarding the geographical limitation of the area 

two approaches minimalist and maximalist emerged"- After the disintegration of SU 

five central Asian Republics of Kirghistan, Kazakhistan, Tajikistall, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan emerged with a new identity, 

Geographically Central is divided in to four natural regions: 

L The StelPpe Region 

2. Semi Desert Region 

3. The Desert Region 

4. The MOUlltam Region.' 

Tajikistan is the smallest of the CARs, and an area of 100 sq km. 

It is located in north-east comer of Central Asia! and is its capita!.? 

China, Afghanistall, Uzbekistall, Kirghizistan and Pakistan are its neighboring 

countries. Tajikistan stretches from west to east, the west side mostly consists of 

dei,e£1tl; and the east covers the mountainous 93 percent the territory is taken 
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up by Pamir "the roof of world". On the north is Tien Shan, the Zerafshan, the 

Hissar and the Alai ranges are in the Southern parl. w Valleys located the ~Olllh-

west like the Vakhsh, the Kizilshi, and are the most populated areas of 

Tajikistan. They consist of !O percenlof fertile land and 90 percent accommodates 

population. II 

Tajikistan's economy primarily is based on However, it has 

moved tOVlllllI!S industrialization as well. AI present the northern part comprises the 

major industrial region and the southern part is used for agriculture. 12 Though the tolal 

cultivable land is 7 percent of the lotal area, Tajikistan's economy stin depends on 

agriculture which contributes nearly 40 percent of the net material product and the 

industrial sector contributes about 30 percent of the net material product 13 Events like 

Tajik civil war, floods and earthquake weakened the economy and left Tajikistan 

dependant on Russia, Uzbekistan and international conununity for its basic needs. 14 In 

agricultural sector the situation is also grave, is The floods and rain not only dsmaged 

the infiastructure l6 bllt also left impact on the agricultural production and 

transportation. 

Tajikistan population mostly comprises Sunni Muslims of Hanafite School, 

but there arc also Shite and lsmaili communities. Some traces of Zorastrism (ancient 

Iranian fire worship) can also be seen. 17 Tne national groups in Tajikistan are 

58.8 percent, Uzbeks 22.9 percent, Russians [0.4 percent and others 7.9 percent l
!. 

Tajiks are scattered throughout the other Central Asian Republics, China and north of 

Afghanistan. 19 
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2.2 Language 

On the basis of language the people of Central Asia can be classified into two groups 

1, Allaic languages, 

2, Indo-European language. 

Allaic languages have three families of languages - Turkic, Mongolian and 

Manchu Tungusic. Turkic is the only widely spread in Central Asia and has 

"contributed the fonner name of Turkislan, country of Turks".2QTajik language is an 

Indo-European language southwestern group of Iranian ,an:glL'g',", Barthold was of 

the view that languages of the Central Asian Iranians, including the Sogdian 

literary languages, place to the language which is now called Tadzhik, which 

differs little from Persian2t Sogidans, an Iranian language is identified as the 

language of the Eastern parts the Interior Asia,22 In 9'h and IO'h century Persian 

became the national language of the Safavids and Samanid Empires and has been 

used by poets and scholars. 23 Freyman also confrnned the same view. 

classification oflranic language is following: 

L North-Northwest dialects (Kurgan Tyube, West Fargana, Samarkand, 

Bukhara, Khojend, Macha, Upper Zcrafshan, 

2. South-southwest dialects (Mountain Tajik-Kulyb, Karategin, Vakhia, Gomo­

Badakhsan, - Darvaz - Vanch, Zerafshan, Hissar. 

3, (persian). 

4. Other (Afghanistan, BaJuch, Kurd),25 
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2.3 Term Tajik 

The term Tajik is used to differentiate Persian speakers from the Turkic 

People. It was in 1920 that Soviets used the term Tajik to it "ith II specific 

nationality. that anyone spoke "Tajiki or Persian" was associated with the 

same term.26 Barthold was of the view that the name Tadzhik originally meant Arab 

to whom term was applied by Persians, then by Turks and Chinese in the vm 

century.27The term Tajik was derived from Taz or 28 After the conquest 0 f 

Muslims, the tew changed from its original meaning i.e. Arabic nationality and now 

includes all the Muslims. whole information about the evolution of the term Tajik 

has been summarized by Shirin Akiner: 

is derived from the Arabic tribal name Taiy, originally form was Tazik or 

Tezik, term simply for "Arab" in Central Asia. it was used for Iranian 

subjects of the Arabs in contrast to the Turks, further broader sense, meaning all 

of Muslim faith regardless of nationality. For Russians in the 16th and 17th 

centuries, the term was used in much sense, simply a trader Central 

Asia. Thus connection with and urban way of life was so strong that until the 

early 20,h century the Tajiks were known as Sar!: an alternative term used for the 

sedentary popUlation of Central Asia.29 

In 14th and 15th centuries Sarts, Tajik. Timurids and Persian were considered the 

same. It was Babar who differentiated them on the basis of places where they 

Iived.lOWith the passage of time Tajiks were divided in to two groups plain Tajiks and 

mountain Tajiks. Plain Tajiks are un,a";~ns and agriculturists. Galchans is a term used 
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collectively for mountain TajiksH It was the Stalin's policy of nationality, which 

became II basis of national identity of people of Tajikistan. 

U HISTORY OF PRE SOVIET TAJIKISTAN 

2.4.1 Early History 

Since ancient times Central Asia has inhabited by different races and 

civilizations. The original population belonged to the same race as the PersiansH It 

was in the 6th century BC when the Iranic speakers came to settle in the valleys of 

Amu Darya and Syr Darya. Cyrus I, a Persian Monarch, founded "Cyropolis" city and 

made the areas of Khoarezm, Soghdia and Usrushana part his empireB Thus it 

goes without ,.vinp that the early population of this area comprised Iranic speaking 

people34 Chinese, Greeks and Persians, major powers 

involved in the affairs of Central Asia." 

the time, were actively 

The area was conquered by Alexander the Great in 4'h century BC (334-1), 

where he fonned his empire known as Graeco Macedonia.36 This kingdom was 

conquered by the Tartar tribe, that laid the foundation of Great Kushan Empire,n 

which ruled the area for the next hundred years. The period is considered as "the 

Golden Age,,3S in ancient history of Asia. Wbite Huns (Ephtalites), the new 

masters of the area, were also of Iranian descents39 They introduced new systems of 

warfare, tribal ownership and female dresses and pmmoted inter and intra regional 

trade.4<lThe white Huns were driven out by the 

century AD. 

invasion" 4: of nomadic Turks in 
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2.4.2 Islam ill Tajikistan 

conquest of Central Asia in 7'" and 8'h centuries, was cOllllidered a "land 

mark" in history of the region. They formed a state - Mavara-al-Nabre. Islam was 

introduced first to the settled population and later to the nomads. This popularized 

new Arabic script, religious organizations, classical learning, particularly that of the 

ancient Greeks, architectural changes, and a new world view:2 Faiths like 

Christianity, Buddhism, and Zoroastrianism etc were eradicated.42 And a uniform 

social pattern was provided for different races of the 1"'i""II. Before Islam, there were 

two major sources of identity for the Central Asians: 

1. Primordial ties, which individuals claim by virtue of their family, common 

blood and ancestry, language, age, sex etc, 

2. Acquired identities, which are attained by individuals terms their 

occupation.44 

Islam replaced these identities with political identity, Umman. With this Central 

Asians remained the residents of region sharing a common faith civilization 

with Muslims in the rest of the world:'The first half of the 7th century proved 

sllccessful for the Muslims, 46 the end of the 7'h century when the Arab conquered 

the area, it was divided into small states, for example, kingdom of Samarkand, 

Fargana and Khoarezm. 4$ The areas on the Eastern bank of Amu Darya were 

conquered in the time of Hazrat Usman. In 672 AD Pamirs, Nisa and Bakand were 

conquered. These areas were 6km away from Bukhara,4l! Finally by the middle of the 

8th all the lands in Centrai Asia, Bukhara, Samarkand, Khorasan, Tashkent, 

F argana up to the Shan were conquered by the """,>.49 
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after anti Arab feelings started increasing among the Iranian population and 

Turks of the region, People of Sogdian rose against Arab administrations and 

requested to interfere 50 most important revolt occurred in 776-83 in the 

leadership of Mukal'llla.S! By 750 AD Ummayads were replaced by the Abbasids, 

Direct Arab rule came to an and rule in Khoarezm and Transoxiana 

started$2This transition to a real Islamization of the Turkistan including Tajikistan 

(part of Turkistan), Culture and civilization ofIslam continued 10 flourish,S) Abbassid 

missionaries were actively involved in Islam, Abdal Rahman Ibn Muslim, 

known as Abu Muslim won the hearts of local feudal elite and rural masses by 

advocating the compromise between Islam and local belief system, 54 This had a great 

lasting impact on the natives. Besides the introduction of new religion, the area was 

economically prosperous and developed due to trade activities and new agricultural 

techniques, Commercial relations were established with Khoarezm, China, Russia and 

the Muslim world. 55 

2.4.3 The Samanids: Commencment Of Nationalism 

From the 9th cerltul'j to the beginning 13th century, there was an important 

period for the people of Turkistan due to the development of feudal conditions, the 

aggravation of differences, and the tonnation of a series of feudal states, as well 

as prolonged struggle for independence'.56 "Golden Age" for Tajik people began in 

the 10th century when the foundation of Samanid dynasty was laid. Bukhara became 

the capital and all the uprisings were crushed, The Samanids, the first Muslim rulers 

of Persia, were Tajiks originS? The Samanid rule provided economic prosperity 
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cultural development. Bukhara, the capital city, became a centre of learning for 

the Muslim world.58 Savran-a!-Hikmat, a grand library in Bukhara, became a centre of 

leaming.5~ew Persian Renaissancevo occurred during Samanid's Arabic 

became the language of Ulema and subjects related to science, pllilosophy, judicial 

literature etc were taught Farsi was considered as the language of "cultura! actlVl'tle,,­

and was used by scholars, poets and learned men.51 Ismail, in reign sent scholars, 

ulemas and poets ro and Baghdad and Bukhara.62 tradition had 

constructive over the development of Tajik culture. Tajiks became a 

separate national group during this era.oJ They achieved separate identity from Arabs 

and Turks. Arab conquest of Tajik population of Zerafshan, Khojend and 

Panj ikant resulted in anti Arab activities. 04 

The Samanids preferred encouraged Sunni Islam. ""HIIIC leaders, scholars 

and were given a lot of respect BUlkbara at tbat time was known as the main 

center of Islamic theology65 Turkic settlers who agreed to embrace Islam were 

granted lands.60 Samanida never launched a systematic religion campaign for Turkic 

nomads or others67 Due to the policies of Sammanids, Islam spread among the 

sedentary population but did not penetrate into the steppes .. The similar period also 

wituessed the of Turks and the decline of Sammanids, 

2.4.4 The Turks: New Elhnicily 

Due to nomadic attacks, the Samanid mler kept on losing important towns.6lI Thus 

Turkish power superseded the Iranians for the first time, for at three cClltunes. 

The Karakhandis, first Turkis to embrace Islam, were defeated by Mahmud 
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of Ghami. 'Thus making Amu Darya the line of bifurcation between the two powers,69 

the early II tn century witnessed the formation of Ghazzar Oghuz, the important Turks 

tribal conglomerates. Out of 24 tribes three were the most important in the Islamic 

history: Khaljis, Seljuks and Ottomans70 All these dynasties had their impact on the 

Islamic civilization heritage. Karakitays tribes which were nomads of Mangolian 

and Chinese in culture and traditions were the new ethnic elements in Central 

With the imposition of the rule of Turks, new elementq were added into the 

cultural, social, economic and political of Central Asia, Turk was referred to all 

the Turkic speaking people and further divided the Persian speaking the Turkish 

speaking, A new Turk-Islamic culture including new war techniques and warfare was 

introduced. People adopted agriculture and established relations. Thus providing the 

economic prosperity to the whole region. Interaction with the Persian speaking people 

resulted in influence on the Turkic language and vis-a-vis,72 Islam was embraced by 

the majority of the tribes, Islam at that was characterized by "Sutl Tariq,,73 and 

holy like and mosques were frequently visited by pilgrims from 

Uzbeks, Turkmen etc.?' Under the Turkic rule, Persian speaking Tajiks 

played II major role in Urban like ruling bureaucracy of the successive 

conquerors, controlling business, markets, etc. Political changes neither 

modified profile of Tajik nor inteITllpted the development of Iranian 

culture.75 
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From the conquest of Arabs tm the rule of Kara Kilayas, Islam enjoyed expansion 

and penetration the corners of Central Asia. However, a Christian, Kuchlog, 

overthrew the Kara Kitayes emperor in 1211 AD. He openly opposed Islam, 

suppressed public prayers forced Muslims to convert.76 This period indirectly 

provided 11 sense of unity 10 the Muslims im:spective of rtl"'lHn or Turkic origin. 

2,4.5 The Mongol Invasion; New Ethnic/Religion Element 

After the Arab conquest, the Mongol invasion of 1 century was considered as 

second mileslone in the history of Central Asia. Ghingiz the lord of nomad 

Mongol subjugated the areas like Bukhara, Samarkand, Khojend, Merv, Heart, 

Neshapur and other Oasis cities of Central Asia. Intellectual life was brought to an 

end. Thousands of people including men, women and infants were slaughtered. They 

forced the people to pay them heavy tribute. Any opposition or was savagely 

suppressed,77 Mongols adopted anti-Islamic policies,78 Buddhists and Christians were 

in majority among the Mongol leaders. 79 As a Islam as state (eligion lost 

domina! character. Instead of state religion, it became the rejilgk'n masses. Mongol 

conquest changed the balance of power between the nomad and settled groups. 

Behind the scene this rule also contributed in the development of the cultural life of 

the area. Chaghtei (literary Turkic language) was named after Ghighiz Khan's son 

Chaghtai. Descendents of (elder son of Ghigiz Khan) provided new ethnic 

elemeot of Islamized Turko-Mongol people-Tatar. 

legitimacy was also provided.8<J 

ideological express of 
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2.4.6 The Tamurids 

AI the of the 14th century most of the Central Asia was under the of 

Tamerlane. His period was considered as "Golden Age" of Central Asia81 Being a 

staunch Muslim, strengthened the Islamic traditions. had a great respect for the 

Muslim saints and built a number of mosques, dargahs madrassahs in various 

82 Sufi brotherhood was strengthened and Naqshbandi order was encouraged 

during the Timurid dynasty.SJ Three kingdoms rose over the ashes of the Timurid 

Empire. 

1. Shaibandi in Central Asia, in corporate Bukhara, Samarkand, Bulkh, Tashkent 

and Fargana. 

2. Babar laid the foundation of MughaJ Empire in Delhi and Agra. 

1. Safavid dynasty in Iran and Khurasan84 

The defeat of Timurid successors by Uzbek Shaibanid,ss resulted in the downfall 

of the Persian and Tajik influence in the Shaibandi dynasty was a "great 

period" the history of Central Asia. Shaibandi contributed, not only to the Central 

Asian cultural and intellectual activities but also to the Mughal and Safavids territory. 

As a consequence, both Persian and Turkish literature developed. Education was 

widespread and few rnadrassah.s were opened. The fame of Bukhara rose to its peak. 

Uzbeks nomadism and became agriculturists. 36 Commerce and also 

developed during same However, like other Muslim rulers, Shaibanid 

hardly made any progress in science and technology87 By and by, Sahiabandi's rule 

weakened and area was passed to Janid rulers and then 10 Mangits tribe. ag After 

Shaibandi till the coming of the Russians no ruler or dynasty could hold paramount 
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control in Central Asia. By the time the Russiaru; entered the region, the people of 

Central Asia had completed the process of their ethnic and political formation,S9 

By the mid of 181h century, the Uzbek Khanate was divided into different 

independent states, such as, Bukhan, Khiva, Kkokend, Gissar lind Badakhshan. 

However, all of these were at war one other. Under Uzbek rule, the Tajiks, 

dispersed throughout the many principalities in the area. In the mountains, they 

fonned semiautonomous groups and paid tribute to the Bukhara emirate. 90 Khanates 

Bukhara, Khiva and Khokand certain common traits, They all acknowledged 

Suni orthodoxy. The popUlation was well settled, shanat was practiced and ali their 

traditions and practices all held Islamic flavour.91 Still the concept of nationalism was 

not found 

2.4.7 Russian Invasion: We Vs Them 

Russian expansion in Asia falls into three phasesn During the first phase, from the 

Urals to Pacific, only primitive tribes were overrun by Russian In the 

second phase, was covered the steppe region The third phase started Bukhara, 

Khiva Khokand lost the buffer zone, Kazakhistan, and came in direct contact with 

",us.sm. It started 1855 and ended with the battle of Goktepe 1881. 

Tajiks, Uzbeks and some Old Turkic gn)U~!S showed more adherences to their 

families, clans and tribes with no concept of nationalism. Consequently between 

khanates there was constant wars that hampered any development in the of 

culture and politics. Geoffrey \\l'heeler this indicated one thing and that is the 
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non exisrence of the concept of modem nation stares wilh no national consciousness9l 

1: nder such conditions they offered an easy pray 10 the Russians, 

Khanate of Bukhara also occupied the area of the modern Uzbekistan 

including parts of Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan, The Bukhara Emirate 

was founded by the Magnot dynasty in 94 and had an estinlared population 2 

to 3 million in beginning of the 19th Century,95 There were one half being Uzbeks, 

one third Tajiks and one tenth Turkmen, The majority of the population observed 

strict Sunol orthodoxy96 Emir of Bukhara with the help of 40,000 mullhas declared 

holy war against the Russian, but that also could not save him, Russians occupied 

Chimken! and Tashkent in Khojend in 1866, Zerafshan valley and Samarkand 

(northern par of Tajikistan) in 1868, They also forced Bukhara to accept their 

prolectorare,97 The Khanate of Khiva, was located on the south of Aral Sea9
% It 

occupied the day territory of Turlanen, Kazakh and Karakalpak. Khan 

Khiva was forced 10 a peace treaty ( See appendix) with Russia I 87J99The 

Khanate of Khokand came into existence 

subjugated by Russians,!01 

1798,00. In 1884 Turkmen were 

When the Russian advancement reached the boundaries of Afghanistan and 

Persia, it alarmed the British who considered the area as their "sphere of influence", 

However they carefully evaluated the situation came to the conclusion that il was 

not feasible the Russians or for the British to wage war against each other (See 

appendix). On the Russian proposal, a joint delimitation of the Afghan frontier was 

decided, Britain the access to in 1895. It left soghnan, Rushan, part of 
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Vakhan or more specifically the Pamirs west of the Sarykal range and north of the 

river Panj, under Russian influence, All these linked with Bukhara protectorate, 102 

This area was later given the name Gom-Badakhshan, After completing the invasion, 

Russians organized area into t\vo general Governorship: Steppe Region and 

Turkistan, Turkistan was divided inlo five reb~ons of Syr-Darya, Fargana, Samarkand, 

Senirechge and Transcapian. Khiva and Bukhara retained the status of Prolectnrale.1
Q3 

This territorial organization continued Wltil 1917 revolution, Russians decided not 10 

interfere in the affairs of the locals,v4 In Turkistan and steppe region local 

government, tradition, customs, laws, law courts, social organizations etc were left 

just as they were and Islam was recognized as the faith of the Central The 

shariat and Adat were lOS The architect of this policy was General Von 

Kaufaman, 106 believed that it was Islam alone that could unite the people. 107 But 

later on Russians changed this policy, 

Serfdom was abolished in 1861 in Russia, As a Russian ne"oeo land for 

settlements of their people, In 1891 Tsarisl authorities occupied surplus land in 

Kazakh and Kirghizia (oasis were thickly populated), Wi Natives were forced to move 

into less desirable areas that resulted in conflicts beween the natives and new comers, 

Russians who considered themselves as the "representative of European civilization 

and Superior to natives!09 tried to make the area as Russian dependency! 10. local 

people considered Russians as intruders and enemies of Islam." I Out of all the popular 

uprisings!!2. the most important and significant was the revolt of Andizhan by 

Muhammad Ali. Sufi brotherhood of Naqshbanid in 1898 declared holy war 200 

followers. Through his military success, he anticipated to provoke the popUlation of 
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Tashkent and Samarkand, reestablish the Khanate, and rush onto the conquest of Dar-

ul Islam, III The revolt was crushed down the Russians. consequences of the 

uprising were manifold. 

1 It indicated that the natives had challenged the Russian policy in Central Asia. 

The policy of ignoring Islam was seriously condemned. 

3. Several villages were destroyed and Russian were allotted the well-

irrigated lands. 

4. The military administrative power over the local hierarchies was increased. 

5. Muslims educational institutions, mztktlbs and madrassahs were brought under 

6. 

the goverrunent control, 

Russian language and culture were introduced to the local elite. The main 

objective behind this policy was to keep the elite away from the religious 

leaders and expose them to the modem KUlSSla. ll4 

7. Russian gave birth to the nationalist feeling, which previously didn't 

This embryonic nationalism gradually began to replace older loyalties and 

sense of separateness from their masters prevailed every aspect. 

2.4.7 Jadid Movement: Islamic Reformists 

As explained previously the colonization of the Muslim world resulted in the 

emergence modernists who encouraged the Muslims to follow the West in every 

field of life. Central Asia was also influenced by the modernists like Jamal-ud-din 

Afghani (1838-97), Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Moh Abduh, =,;1110 Rida, Allama Iqbal 

(see chapter Jadids or Islamic refonners was movement that started in the 

Muslim part of the Russian Empire,':5 In Central Asia Ahmed Mahdum, the 
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contempomry of lamal-ud-din Afghani (1827-1897) was considered as the 

westernizer in Central Asia. 116 He was impressed by western development, education, 

intelligentsia, etc. He returned from Petersburg with new ideas and liberal thoughts. In 

Ismail Bey Gru;prinsky (1851-1914), the founder of Jadid Movement was a 

Tatar Muslim of Crimea. He brought new liberal ideas to Central Asia. Initially the 

movement was related to educational field but with the passage of time cultural 

autonomy, representative government and opposition to the feudal and clerical system 

became their main slogans. Iia Gasprinsky introduced Usual Jadid schools that started 

II conflict between Jadids and the supporter Usul Kadim. 119 Gasprinsky's 

principles, the unity of language, mind and action,120 laid the foundation of Pan 

Turkism and Islamism in the region. U city of language proved to be as an indicator of 

awareness for Tajik nationalism. By unity of language, insisted on study of 

Turkish language in Muslim schools. He imported modem Turkish text books from 

Turkey and tried to replace them with Old Persian textbooks of Arabic grammar. ILl 

we critically eXllmiine the ladid movement, we find that it contributed 

towards the Muslim renaissance. The modem, western educated Muslims accepted the 

fundamentals of Islam and advocated that Islam is neither against modernization and 

it is not anti scientisits i22 The attempt by ladids to transfonn traditional literary 

culture l2Jprovided a solid ground for the Pan-Turkism ideology. This ideology laid 

the foundation for the unity among the Muslims. Educational gave the 

Muslims confidence throughout the world. Many educated Muslims got recognition 
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and admiration throughout the world. 

future unity among the Muslims. 

individuals also provided platform for the 

This movement had its impact on all aspects oflife. This was the time, when 

Muslim world was colonized by the West and individuals well equipped with modem 

education lead the nationalist movements and sought liberation from the colonized 

masters. For Muslim leaders and thinkers the best way recovering the lost power 

and prestige was the political revival that could be achieved by harnessing the Muslim 

society with political awareneilil and institutions of the modem age. Reformists and 

liberals believed that peaceful and cooperation with Russia could prove 

fruitful results for Islam and the Muslim world. '2S 

Meanwhile, the defeat Russians in the Japanese war and revolution of 1905 

the Muslims further confidence and they tried to organize themselves 

politically.'1S The newspapers and periodicals published in Central Asia by Jadids 

were stepping-stone in spreading the revolutionary and modem idea, The newspapers 

from the neighboring countries gave the people a new sense of unity and direction. 

However, 1908 publications of southern Central Asian Jadid newspapers ceased.127 

In Bukhara the Jadid movement started much later. Intellectuals of this 

movements faced the problem of text books in Tajik language. In order to solve the 

problem they fonned Union Holy Bukhara and S. Aini wrote first Tajik text 

book·128 But the situstion was deteriorated when it was made compulsory for the 

tea'chers to be of the same ethnic groups to which their pupils belonged and prohibited 
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Tatars from opening or teaching in any reformed school. As a solution Jadid's 

founded Jamiyat·i· Tarbiya-i-Atfal, Marifat, and Barakat. 129 So as to popularize the 

liberal 130 Meanwhile threatened by !be popularity of Jadids, Emir of Bukhara 

closed all the Jadid schools and many teachers were deported to Eastern Bukhara, 

Ru:;sia and even to Istanbul. tlI Those who were deported to Turkey were impressed 

by Young Turks Movement in 1905 132 and founded the Young Bukharans, they saw 

Turkey as a model for a modern Muslim state. 133 

World War! had ",hlleT>'" effect on the eC(momy of Turlrestan 134 However it did 

provide a sense of unity to !be Muslims. Muslims at first supported Tsars against 

Germany and Austria but their unity was disrupted when Turkey declared war against 

Russia.t3s situation was worsened by the Imperial De(:ree June 25, 1916 

caused resistance and revolt in various cities. 136 It was suppressed by the Russian 

army.1l7 Jadids though supported resistance did not take any active part in the 1916 

revolt !bat failed to be significant for the Muslim masses and leaders except further 

widening the gap of we vs they. 

2.5 HISTORY OF SOVIET TAJllUSTAN 

In 1917lJ8
, the Russian Central Asia, consisted of !be Emirate of Bukhara, 

Khanate of Khiva Governor General Turkistan. For locals the downfall of 

Tsars was attached new hopes and aspirationsI39 Muslim organizations became 

active and the Muslim Council dominated by !be Jadids and Ulerna Jemyeti, a 

conservative organi7;llion, convened First Regional Muslim Congress in Tashkent and 

demanded rerum of all confiscated Lands and creation of National Center. l40 Muslim 

87 



nationalists called Muslim Congress!4l and put forward demands. Tajik 

leaders played a prominent role in the flrst conference of the Ittefaq ul Muslimeen that 

was held in Khokand in November 1917. The conference set up a provisional 

Khokand Autonomous Republic and demanded the promulgation of shariat and the 

private ownership of land.!42 At this point, there was no demand or declaration of 

independence Russia. This showed that Tajiks as a group had little sense of 

national identity. demands were rejected by the Bolsheviks and Khokand city was 

attacked. dismissal of Khokand government gave to the Bashmachi 

movement By 1918 the northern of Tajikistan were included in Turkistan 

Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (ASSR) while the part was under the 

control of of Bllkhara. In March 1918 Internal coup and Military attack was 

averted. lO Bolshevks recognized the independence of the Bukhara Khanate 

Basmachi Movement: Islamic Nationalists 

Basmachi derived from the Turkish verb "Basmak" means to "press, oppress 

or violate". In Uzbek language it means "bandit, robber or violator".lM It was 

considered synonymous with nationalism, Islam and nationalist rehels. l4sThe death of 

Khokand government was considered as the main cause of the movement, which gave 

rise to national consciousness. But there were other causes too famine and 

economic crises.!" Land policy, when the land was taken away from natives and 

distributed among the and Ukrainian settlers, was another cause. The 

difficult living conditions, lack of personal security, and representatives of power with 

no political frame workl47 are some of the factors responsible for the Basmachi as a 

natural phenomenon. Out of all these the most important one was the decree of the 
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Council of the People's Commissars of the RSFSR, on 23m June 1918. According 

church was separated from state, and all religious organizations were nationalized. 

Mosques were demolished and Mullahs were shot dead. In such plight Muslims found 

Basmachi as centrifugal force to rely around 148 

The Basmachi struggle may be divided into four phases. 149 

I. The fITst phase started in January 1918 and lasted up till November 1919. The 

revolt started in Fargana, under the leadership of Madanin (Muhammad Amin) 

whom an Afghan delegation promised arms and financial help. Meanwhile in 

the beginning of 1919 Irgash, a conservative, proclaimed himself as Amir-ul­

Muslimin. Irgash who was defeated peace wilh Soviet authorities and 

didn't interfere with MadaninIso 

2. Turkistan Commission under the command of General Frunze, was considered 

as the second phase that began for the movement. General Frunze launched a 

new policy of cooperation.'si Soviet authorities made peace offers to 

Basmachi leader which included: 

a. The right to retain their territory, anns and troops. 

b. No Soviet organizations WOIl Id be to set in Basmaehi territory. 

c. Each Basmachi was to enjoy the status of Soviet Brigade 

commallder. 152 

Basmachi leaders accepted the offer and by 1921 Soviet forces got hold of the 

Fargana valley. Reconciliatory policy was adopted for the Muslims. Closed mosques 

were reopened and shana! courts were reestablished. Friday was declared as holiday 
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and schools were restarted. This helped government to win the support of 

clergy and intelligentsia. m 

3. When Anny attacked Bukhara in I '920154 the third phase Emir 

Ali fled to eastern Bukhara, and Kabul and tried to regroup his troops. 

People's ",,,,"et Republic was established in Bukhara in October 1920. With the 

help Iadids and v,,,,,,,, Bukharans, a program adopted by the government was on 

nationalistic Iines ls5 A treaty of military, political and economic cooperation was 

signed between Moscow and Bukharan government.156During the same time 

Basmachi movement revived again. Young Bukharan with the assistance of the Red 

turned their attention towards Eastern Bukhara and February 1921 occupied 

it.157 At this the Khivan government was transformed in to Soviet Republic, this 

incident intensified the Muslim nationalist resistance in Bukhara. The Bukharan 

leaders along with their supporters joined the Basmachis. Eastern Bukhara became 

headquarter of the Basmachis and different Basmachis from Turk1stan gathered and 

organized "United Committee for National Liberation of Central Asia". 152 The Young 

Bukharan government signed a treaty with the Basmachi leaders. Russians refused to 

accept this treaty. In September 1921 Basmachis were able to oust the Russian troops 

from Dushanbe and gained control over the towns of Namangan, Mergela and 

An'd" 159 1 Jan. 

The final, of the Basmachi movement stal1ed m ()c·,,,l,pr 1921, with the 

arrival of Enver pasha. 160 To calm down the situation Lenin decided to send Enver to 
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East of Bukhara which he accepted due to his persom!l ambitions.1"' In Bukhara 

Enver met various groupS.16Z and became aware of the situation of famine, mayhem of 

Red Army, political disorder. He finally decided to join the Basmachi (See appendix). 

Ahmed Rashid 163 is also the view that the entire condition of the area forced the 

Enver to join the opposite side 

Enver was appointed as commander chief and was given the title of 

Savior of Islam11i4• "Muslim of the World Unite", was Enver's slogan against the 

communist slogan "Workers of the World Unite". 165 By 1922 his forces occupied the 

whole of the Bukhara, including Dushanbe. l66 The struggle of all Muslims 

and the creation of a Central Asian Muslim state167 aimed at uniting the Basmachi 

However, there developed clashes between Enver and Ibrahim Bek, 

commander-in-Chief of Emir anny.l6! This calise great hurdle for the movement, 

Soviets took the advantage Ihe disunity and captured Denan, Dushanbe, Kurgan 

Tyube, Kulyab and Bopldzhan. 169 Enver forces retreated in Beljuvan near the Afghan 

border. He was caught up by the Army and died like a hero's death on 8th August 

I 922. 170Although officially, the movement ended in but it continued for several 

yearn as thousands of Tajik Basmachis went underground or took 

Afghanistan to became active later on. 

in 

Although Basmachi movement lost vitality to disunity of its lea,der:s, 

but il provided a sense oneness 10 the Muslims. During this movement lots 

heroes carne to lime light and became the symbol of nationalism and independence. 

Due to this movement Stalin never trusted the communist part of Tajikistan and 
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constantly accused its leaders of being in contact with the British. l71 Tajikistan 

economic and cultuml development was constantly ignored. Thus a new period started 

in the history of the Muslims of Central Asia including Tajikistan. Soviet authorities 

took advantage of this situation and introduced series of important reforms. However 

the fundamental aim remained the transformation of Central Asia by a supposedly 

superior Russian model. l7l Foreign culture could dominate, assimilate and socialize 

Russian Muslims. m From 1921 till the disintegration of Soviet Union, the history of 

Soviet Tajikistan can divided into following periods. 

2.5.2 K(mmizatsiya Pe,.iod (1921-1927) 

During this time period the Soviet adopted the policy of nativization which 

would help disarming the Basmachis and creating good will towards the ~o',iel'~ 

To achieve this end, their attitude towards Islam changed. Lands confiscated by the 

government were returned to the Muslims, religious schools reopened, shariat courts 

allowed to function and Muslims were included in the political frame workI74 The 

president of Turldstan Central Committee and the president of Fargana Revolutionary 

Committee were both Muslims and thus the representation of Turkistan in Moscow 

Wll£ enjoyed by Muslims. m 1922 constitutions of Bukhara and Khoarezm 

RepUblics provided religious, political and cultural rights to all Muslims and they 

were treated with full rights, 116 

Soon after tackling the administrative issues of the Muslim regions, the 

government changed its policy. The traditional courts were not allowed to take any 

criminal or civil case. By 1927 Muslim and cllstomary laws were prohibited only 
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17 and 11 traditional courts remained in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan respectively, 117 

Related closely to religious reforms was the Lenin's New Economic Policyl78 which 

improved the economic status of the masses, In November 1923, Central Asiatic 

economic Council was fonned to integrate the whole economy, agriculture, irrigation, 

communication, transportation and monetary system in Russian government 179 

The leniency in religious and economic policies bore positive results for the 

Soviets as Muslims started to consider them their friends. This resulted in the 

down fall of the Basmachi movement and they lost 3500 men in Fargana valley, ISO 

Still the movement continued and during 1923 and 1924 Matcha, Darvaz and 

Karategin,18I in East Bukhara, remained the major base of Basmachis, The 

consolidation of Soviet power began with the arrival of Turkistan Commission in 

Tashken, This commission drafted the constitution for the Republic of Turkistan but 

was rejected by Moscow.IS2 The new constitution was adopted in 1920,ISl While the 

Soviet administration in Central Asia was recognized with the adaptation of first 

Soviet federal constitution in 1924184 which was federal in fonn and socialist in 

character. The recognition came to be known as National Delimitation based on the 

criteria of unity of language, territory, economy and historical and cultural traditions, 

New political units were created Le, two socialist Republics, Uzbekistan and 

Turkmenistan were established and three autonomous Soviet Socialist Republics, 

Kazakh, Kirghiz and T'\iiks, on lower administrative levels were created, 13; Tajikistan 

ASSR includes all parts of eastern Bukhara, parts of Samarkand, Fargana province 

and Pamirs, In 1925, Pamirs gained autonomy as the Gomo-Badakhshan Autonomous 
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oblast with its capital at Khorog and on 15 October 1929, Tajik Soviet Socialist 

Republic was created. lsc Dushanbe was declared as Republic's capital. Thus "on the 

ruins the ancient community of Turkistan which was more religious than national, 

rose nations in the modem sense.IS7 The creation of Tajikistan, as a separate state, was 

a political move both nationally and internationally and served as a frontier between 

USSR. Afghanistan and China. Stalin considered it as an exemplary communist state 

the countries in the East l8S The international significance of the formation of 

Tajikistan was in 1964 in official Tajik history.IB9 

Due to the famine Basmachi movement once became The 

government and Communist Party of Tajikistan organized repression campaign. As a 

result people lost faith in their victory and withheld their support. l
9() By the end of 

1926 in Central and southern Tajikistan the movement was Iiquidated. 191 The base of 

the Ilew community was the concept of "New Soviet Man" and "a Soviet Society,,192 

Every nationality will be !oyalto the Soviet State believing in the same ideology, 

adhere to the same leaders and the same Soviet identity.193 New concepts were to be 

introduced in education, economy, politics and culture. Out of al! these the best 

method was educational institutions, The religious institutions were banned and 

government schools started to gain more importance. From now onward the religious 

education was prolubited. 194 Strong emphasis was placed over the education of local 

cadres but still Russians held the control. II has been observed that from 1920· 

, within one year, 400 Russian officials to work in the government sector arrived 

in Central Asia. 195 Russian influx changed the ethnic composition of Tajik party 

organization,196 To overcome the problem" short courses in the field of education, 

94 



internal affairs and health, some personal were sent to Uzbekistan for training. !97 Still 

the posts of the party's were retained by Russians. 

2.5.3 Assault Period (1927-1941) 

Korenisatsila policy was adopted during the early years of Soviet but thai 

was tactical and temporary. New period considered Islam as a danger for the 

regime 198 and ollfensive was mounted on three fronts. The frontal attack began on 

Islam as a religion and traditional beliefs. Islam was a whimsical, erroneous and anti 

scientific faith. 199 Uloma and scholars were kept in prison or detained on the 

charges of corruption, bribery. theft and in a nutshell were labeled as bad 

shepherds2OO
• Shariat and Adat courts were closed down. Mosques were desecrated 

and turned commercial areas20I
. This was followed by the closure of 15,000 

madrassahs across Central Asia2o
,. In J 934 government prohibited Muslims from 

performing Haj and ban was imposed on Zakat and printing of Holy Quean. Islam was 

considered as against women for it forced them to stay at home, without right. 

Family structure had to the brunt As a result out of all the campaigns Khudzhun 

campaign was the most irritating for the Muslims. In order to employ Muslim women 

in economic and social field, they were forced to unveiL203 As a result of Khudzhum 

campaign many women were murdered by their relatives as unveiling was considered 

as against Islam and their social value.The campaign was also resented by the Muslim 

Cornrnunists.2W Tajik strongly showed antipathy towards the anti religious policies. 

The second assault policy was the change in the traditional economic structure, 

and patterns of livelihood. This began with collectivization of agriculture. South of 
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Tajikistan was considered suitable for cotton cultivation. To meet the cotton 

cultivation requirements, mountain Tajiks were forced to settle south without 

giving any consideration to the culturnllife pattern of mountain Tajiks. By the end of 

1929, south of Tajikistan, fifty new villages were established. Govemment assisted 

Afghan, Uzbeks, Tajiks, and Russians for Tajikistan by 1939 the 

Russians rose from I percent to 9 percent of total population.206 Emphasis on cotton 

cultivation also reduced food production in Tajikistan.207 Policy of collectivi7A1tion 

met with resistance which revived Basmachi movement once again but it was 

suppressed by the well-organized Soviet army.2oa The collectivization, spite of its 

drawbacks had two- important future implications. The new settlers farmed their own 

nationally homogenous land, thus the concept of we vs rlhey physically implemented 

arrival resulted 

skills for the na!ives.2il9 

industrialization of the area along with administrative 

Assault on Muslims communists loyal to their people, culture and religion 

began with the process of collectivization. Many local leaders were against the 

collectivization they were basically well-educated Asian leaders, like Jadids. 

occupied prominent position in their respective republics. The process of 

eliminating of these leaders and anyone supporting them was launched by the 

government,2LO As a result of assault policy. the membership of Tajikistan 

Communist part from 1933 Ie 1935 fell from 14,329 to 791.211 The second period of 

assaults began in 1937.111 Tajik victims included the Muslim communists of lep 

positions. m Thus the purges liquidated 66 percent of the local cadres and were 

replaced by the Russians. There were 15 percent of Russians in Tajikistan party which 
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rose to 25 percent in 1938 and 26 percent in 1941. Muslims, who were willing to 

advance Russian methods of organization, were in the first of 

promotion.21 "Tajikislan adopted its constitution in March 1937, women rights was an 

important articles in the constitution.m Many Muslim clergy protested against the 

law. Schools for girls were burned and teachers were murdered. As a result many 

unofficial and Mullahs were disappeared during the 1938 purges. 

Tajik language script was changed twice pre war period. First Latin 

alphabet were replaced with the Arabicones and 1940 Cyrillic alphabets took over 

the script The reason given for the change was that the Arabic letters were too 

difficult 10 learn and made il difficult for the Russians to monitor the printed material. 

For Ihe Muslims it was of the impact Islam made over the life of the 

people?16 Schools were opened with the view of raising the future citizens of a 

transfonned and modem Central Asia. In 1926 Tajikistan's literacy rate was 2.2 

percent which rose to 52.3 percent in 1956.217 

Although the period under review had disasterouss effects, on Muslim 

republics, but it led to future progress in the field of education, industry, agriculture, 

social sciences, and politics?18 

Tile Greal Patriotic War and Its A/lermatlls (1941-1956) 

The Gennan invasion of Russia in 1941 brought the era liberalism. For survival 

Russia stopped anti religious propaganda. The major advance was the, "official 

Islam" that is sanctioning of the following four spiritual Direetorates: 
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1. The Directorate for Sunni Muslims of European Russia and Siberia, 

2, The Directorate for the Sunni Muslim of Central Asia and Kazakhstan, 

3, The Directorate for the Sunni Muslims of the Northern Caucasus and uagesmn. 

4, Directorate for the SWU)i and Shia Muslims of the Transcaucasia,219 

Spiritual Directorate, increased religious observance and superVision of the 

religious publications and their printing. CoHecting of Zakat from Muslim 

was also the assigned to the Directorate.220 

TIle war strengthened the position of Islam by raising the nreRti,,,, of imams and 

fixing the income for their religious duties and also they took patriotic position and 

assis!l::d in the struggle for peace,221 While normalization between Muslims 

the Soviet State was going on, all Soviet theoreticians' anti islam campaign 

contilJued222 and was designed to be mitigated on account of two arguments. 

1: All religions, including Islam, are instrumental in the bands of exploiting 

classes, 

2: Islam is the most reactionary religion the world,m 

In 1953 Khrushchev revived Lenin policy, An Association for the Spread of 

Political and Scientific Knowledge was made for anti-religious campaign. All means 

were considered proper: anti-religious films, pamphlets, mobile exhibitions and all 

lectures and the press. Association seems to particularly active in the field of 

224 Still Moscow considered such measures as insufficient. 
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Economic development was the part of post-war period of struggle for communism in 

Central Asia, Khojend, Kaniabadan, Dushanbe, Isfara Kayrakim and Gissar Valley 

became important industrial centers, Agriculture remained the main occupation of the 

people of Tajikista!],22S While in mountain areas, live stock breeding was the major 

occupation, 

For patriotic reasons pro-Russian and anti-German propaganda was 

emphasized during the II world war, Mobilization was carried on for Tajik men to 

join the anny, 226 1,500,000 me!] from Turkistan were called up for military 

services,m Out of these 50,000 Tajik soldiers participated war and 30 became 

heroes of the Soviet Union, 223 The end of II world war witnessed the rise of natives in 

politics229 This gave confidence to the native on one hand and on the other deepened 

the of national consciousness, The Brother of the family of the Soviet 

Nationalities, was the role assigned to the Russian,2JO In 1951, lesser evil theory 21l 

was converted into absolute good theory by M. V, Nechkina, This theory proposed 

that as the people suffered under Tsanst operation, the conquest gave them 

opportunity of contact with the Russian people, culture and revolutionary movement 

Thus without conquest there would have no revolution in the borderlands and no 

advancement to so(;iallisrn,2J2 All prominent native scholars were forced to condemned 

their own previously held views and to adjust their new opinion, In 1955 in Tajikistan, 

a historian and first secretary the Tajik Party Gafarouv, revised book on history 

of Tajikistan, He de-emphasized the oppressive aspects of Russian rule and glorified 

the Russian conquest as progressive in the fields of economy, culture and politics,m 

By 1954, the press was full of articles, poems, editorials, praising the achievements of 
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TajiJcistan under the Soviet rule,J4 Under the cultural transfonnation all nationalist 

movements in Central Asia were re-evaluated. 235 Education during the period under 

review had shown progress in Tajikistan. In these schools, Tajik, Russian and Uzbeks 

were the language of instruction. Russian is the only medium of instruction for higher 

education and for technical training2l6 In Dushanbe, Tajik State University and 

Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan SSR was founded in 195 L m 

period, despite the cultural, social and educational persecutions, was the 

period of economic developments. This period is also associated with the 

nonnalization process between tbe Russians and the Central Asians along with re­

emergence Muslims in the political and cultural arena of their respeetive republics. 

2.5.5 Sblizhene (Drawing Together) And SUyane (Merger) Period (1956-85) 

During this period, flexible nationality policy was adopted though anti-Islamic 

propaganda continued. The anti-Islamic movement closed down mosques and Islamic 

schools, revived atheistic propaganda 2J8 banned Islamic weddings and funerals and 

restricted women wearing veil,239 Moreover Tajikistan alone, Association for 

the Propaganda of Scientific and Political Knowledge organized 40,500 lectures from 

1948 to 1970 and 70 anti-Islamic books and pamphlets were published in 

Tajikistan.2M) The anti-Islamic propaganda was at its peak. 

However, major shift in domestic policy of SU took place on account of its 

foreign policy. Press stopped its anti-religious propaganda. New mosques and schools 

were built. Students were sent for higher education in Middle Eastern Universities. 241 
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Government appointed Muslim official leaders as ambassadors and representatives. 

Foreign Muslim delegates came to Central Asia to attend International Conferences. 

All theses measures were taken to produce the impression tbat Islam was free and 

prosper and that Soviet Islamic leaders were treated by Soviet authorities liS equal 

partners and not as tools of government.!42 Another reason for these reforms was the 

geographical location of the region that multiplied its relations with the third world.24
) 

They wanted to communicate to the world that the Soviet experiment was more 

successful rewarding than western capitalism. Another reason was to prove SU 

as the best friend and partner of the Islamic world.!44 

In economic field, industrialization gained impetus.245 However under 

Brezhnev era cotton industry was more importance. 95 percent of USSR's raw 

cotton and cotton fibers were produced in Central Asia.2
% indigenous cadres 

were not satisfied with the official statistics which depicted the region's contribution 

to Soviet national income and also the price setting methods by the central 

govermnent. 247 During Brezhnev era poor management and shortage of skilled 

workers also plagued the growth of Central Asian Industry and the 

economic situation. To quote an example, in 1975, population of Central Asia was 9.2 

percent with 5.5 percent as ftxed capital but in 1984 population was 10.7 percent with 

only 5.9 percent (increase of only 0.4 percent) of fixed capital. 248 Throughout 60s and 

70s, the total population of Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan grew at least 

three times faster than it was during the previous two decades ?49 The educational 

system of Central Asian was unable to cater the economic need and requirement of 
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respective republics. There were vacant jobs owing to non with no skilled personneL 

Moreover, for rural population technical education was considered irrelevant. 

In postwar periods, Muslims in political fields increased from one-fourth to 

three-fourth, Each departmental head was provided with Russian and other Europeans 

as assistance,250 In early and mid 60s the union republics were granted autonomy in 

internal affairs. To keep a check, al!-Turkistan Bureau was created in 1961 

which was a kind of organizational umbrella over the party organizations of the 

Central Asian republics.2S1 In late Brezhnev era Moscow's control over the region 

began to weaken, As the native elite's' number and they appointed 

their relatives, friends, "UII""'!:IU"'~ and political allies to important institutions of the 

republic, They also coped the foreign deputies, This resulted in corruption, 

mismanagement and economic problems, By the end of 1985, all First Secretaries of 

Central Asian Republics were removed from their positions on the above-mentioned 

charges,lS2 

Efforts were made for integration, Two were 

linguistic Russification and Sm;j", customs and tra,dltton. were backfired and 

resulted the growing phenomenon of nationalism, Russian was promoted as 

second native language, In May 1979, in a Russian was recommended to 

he taught to the children (age from 5) in technical and educational schools,l53 In 1970, 

Life cycle and religious rituals were observed throughout the Central Asia especially 

in rural areas, 254 Even intelligentsia, scholars, party memhers edlclcated individuals 

participated in these rituals. 
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Throughout the period, nationalism was a growing phenomenon with its major 

ingredients language and culture adored by the natives, People wanted to purifY 

language the process of Russification, Local cultural traditions and rituals 

were transferred from one generation to another. 255 

It further widened the gap of We They, 

Glasnost And Perestroiluz Period (1985-1990) 

Robert G, Kaisa termed glasnost and perestroika as the period of tragedy.zlG 

However Gorbachev policies were welcomed by the people of Central Asia, They 

formed political parties with manifesto based on Islam and democracy to asserted the 

identity of people in terms of nationalism religion. 

Alexander Bemrigsen identified double evolution of Islamic revivalism and 

radicalization of local nationalism.257 in central Asia. Bolh developments were 

influenced by the failed Soviet intervention of Afghanistan, Iranian Revolution and 

nativisation of Central AsiaJn particular lraniau revolution made profound impact 

over the Tajiki Islam. To intemationalise Iranian revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini 

established broadcast stations on Soviet-Irauian borders?58 These stations 

broadcasted programs to religious infonnation for the youth.2S9 Later, a survey 

conducted that Tajiks Jllefcrred to take note of programs broadcasted from 

Asian rather then western nations,260 The exposure to Iranian revolution through 

media can be viewed from the fact that in some areas, parents started naming their 

newborns Ayatol\ah,26l Director of Tajikistan's House of Atheism, M, Safrov, 

revealed that, fighters for the revival ofIslam, sometimes call themselves wahhabis or 
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partisans Khomeni.262 While Chainnan of the Tajik SSR KGB, Petkel, complained 

that some of unofficial Mullahs called upon the believers to create an Islamic 

govennnent of the Iranian type. 263 

Tajiks also contributed in Afghan resistance. A. Bennigsen stated that turning 

point was in 1985-86 when it became visible that Afghan resistance was 

unconquerable. Ui4rn December 1979, 3040 percent of Soviet anny was composed of 

Central Asian soldiers. Within the couple of months, Central Asian soldiers were 

replaced by the enlire Russian divisions.265 simply because Tajik soldiers refused 10 

fight against their religious brothers and in 1980, all of them were sent back home. 266 

In Dushanbe numerous people were arresled in 1982 on charge of provoking 

discontent among population.267 They were distributing pamphlets against the 

Soviet occupation and announcement of the death of Soviet soldiers who were buried 

in Afghanistan. Tajikistan's countryside became the breeding ground for anti 

govennnent activities?68 Deputy Chainnan of the Tajik Republic's KGB. A. 

Belouscv in 1991 reported training camps for youth, near Afghan Tajik boarder. 269 

A survey conducted at Khalton province, disclosed that 81 percent of the 

respondents were under the influence of Islam.270 The area was under the 

commanding influence wahhabism.271 One of the Tajik Wahhabi leader Abdullo 

Saidov publicly proposed the establishment of an Islamic state.272 In 1986 he was 

am~ste:d for presenting his licit demand. The people of Kurgan Tyube protested and 

demanded his release. This incident illustrated the assertion of Tajiks as strong 

believers of Islam, their fervent religious sentiments, fonnidable popUlarity their 

104 



religious leaders and the well organized network that conveyed the news of his arrest, 

can also be viewed as another testimony of Sufism prevailing in Central Asia.273 

A report delivered at 8th plenum in December 1987 revealed that Politicization 

of Islam 274 had become the core of Tajik nationalism, Dozens of trials were held for 

unofficial Muslim clerics called for a Jihad against the existing system, m Religious 

belief remained potent and convincing in Tajikistan, Not only or old people but 

also women ,276 youth as well as children were urged to practice Islam in its 

uncontaminated fonn. 277 Politicization of Islam was blended with nationalism for it 

was required to find a religious covering, We all know that nationalism does not exist 

by itself but we must not under estimate the blinding of religious and nationalistic 

ideas.218 Gorbachev accused the party bureaucrats and trusted officials to be under the 

influence of Islam279 called for uncompromising struggle against religious 

revivals and setup mass atheistic propaganda,280 This campaign followed the same old 

methods and techniques used by Khuruchev and Brezhnev.231 Still religiosity and 

freedom of concisence were at higher leveL282 Freedom of conscience, law of I 

\988, was 10 follow the era of tolerance towards Islam,2il that once witness the 

opening of new mosques, publication of religious material, press publication of 

articles on science and and life of Holy Prophet, Quran, SUMan etc, 

The economic situation deteriorated during the period due 10 many reasons,2S4 

The average industrial production Tajikistan declined from 10,8 to 4,9 percent and 

from 9, I to 3 Similarly agricultural production fell from 7.3 percent to ),7 
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was added when the grdnts from the budget was cut down, the 

living standard of the people deteriorated and give to the social tension.286 

Demographic processes nativization trend also aggravated problems 

Tajiidstan. Muslim had higb population growth rate as compared to that of 

Russians and other nationalities, From 1979 to 89, Central Asian nationalities grew by 

32,7 to 45.4 percent Russians in the USSR by 5,9 percent.2l!7 

Tajildslan the Tajik share of population was I percent 1959.288 In 1987 the birth 

rate grew by 37 thousand. In 1987 it reached to 42 per thousand Thirty porcent of 

Tajik families had five or more, while 15 percent owned 10 or more children. 289 

Russians and other non Muslim nationalities started leaving the republics 

because of hatred of natives for outsider, 290 Tajildstan, Communist Party Central 

Committee published a report in 1990, which revealed that from JanualY to July 1990, 

23,000 skilled Russians left Tajikistan?91 due to in Dushanbe FebrualY 1990 

after the declaration of Tajik as official language. With nativization came the religious 

revivalism in Tajikistan, which was colored by the nationalism, Now for Tajiks, 

Tajikistan meant their motherland, a place where they can progress their religion and 

can live according to their customs and traditions. 

As for national language, few Central Asians knew Russian language, 

whereas, 98 percent of Tajik, Gzbeks etc claimed their own nationallanguages.292 On 

22 July 1989, the Tajik Supreme Soviet gave Tajik the status of state language of 

repUblic. Article 24 of the law on the Tajik states that, "the Tajik SSR shall 
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promote the study for Tajik writings using the Arabic script and the publicatiol! of 

literature using this script ". 29J For the communication purposes, between the 

nationalities within Tajikistan, Russia <;Ie",S to remain the official language for 

communication. With the adoption of Tajik as the stale language one aspect of 

nationalism had been achieved in consolidated for the Tajikistan. 

2.5.7 Disunity oj the Union 

Nationalist riols erupted Central Asia, Trans Caucasus and Baltic states.294 

As the authorities were trying to restore order in the disturbed areas, the nationalist 

riots also broke out in Tajikistan. On Illh .February 1990,3,000 people became violent 

and clashed with militia units. On 12th February, the Tajik Communist Party's 

headqUllrter was besieged and set on fire, Next day almost 50,000 demonstrators 

outside the communist party's headquarters called for the deportation of refugees 

from Dushanbe, dismissal of the republic leaders and better job prospects in addition 

to housing and environmental protection. 296 The rioting mob even began intervening 

in the supply of bread and butter and dairy products and forced the shopkeepers to 

close their shops297 For the first time in the history of Union that multi party 

basis elections were held on 25 February 1990. The Communist Party's candidates 

won the election Makhkamor was elected as the chairman?98However, the 

president had to resign after the vote of no confidence was passed against him and the 

communism came to an end299 The communists hangover resulted in civil 

waf-Tajikistan parliament proclaimed independence for the republic on 9th September 

1991. The state was officially named as the Republic of Tajikistan with Dushanbe it~ 

capital. 
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After independence, the process of building II new Tajik national identity has 

already started. The situation is confused as on the one hand Tajikistan didn't seems 

to go through any of the natural process of state building and independence and on the 

other Islamic aspirations gave colour and flavour to national ambitions. For people 

there is no clear distinction between national, cultural and religiolls fervour. Tajikistan 

is now engaged search of its modem democratic base, with several instable factors. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

NATIONALISM IN TAJIKlSTA.1\l 

discussed in second chapter Soviet state encouraged republic based 

nationalism and Tajiks were officially identified and a separate state. Tajiks 

developed an administrative structure, which gives them a sense of nation state. Here 

state actually created the nation. 

3.1 Emerging Signs of Nationalism 

Moscow clamors its success as far as nationality was concerned. However 

one can witness the emerging signs of nationalism during the three decades between 

Stalin and Gorbachev. The Tajik society also epitomizeu by a current of derussification in 

sueh areas as language, economy, politics and his\ory.l This represented a return to 

korenizatsiya by Tajiks. 

Language was the first to show that Tajik nationalism was on its 

considered Russian language as a mean to create Soviet men and society. 

Moscow 

cannot 

achieved. A very less percentage of Central Asian Muslims claimed to know Russian 

Language,2 whlch was a sharp contrast to the 98% who claimed their own Tajik, Uzbek etc 

as national languages'> It was preferred by Tajiks to speak their own language. Demand to 

adopt Tajik language as national language was made and a draft law was circulated for 

public approval which the importance of Tajik language use and its social functions 
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were stressed4 In draft law it was stated that Tajik SSR would promote Taji!< writings 

by using Arabic script and printed literature in it.s In 1989 Tajik language was given legal 

status by the govemment but Russian remained the official language,6 Before the language 

subject rose the public and the influential group wanted to replace the non-native names that 

had been attached to the Tajik cities and other geographical locations, 7 It was through 

glasnost it became obvious that this colonial practice had enraged Tajik identity and national 

pride. 

With perestroika began the campaign to make the Tajik language more refined, 

Scholars started to invent new words or borrow them from Farsi and Dari, In late 80s 

anti-Soviet poetry also make inroad in Tajik literature, The event which triggered the 

anti Soviet sentiments was the shooting of Soviet army on the anti- Armenian 

demonstration in Tajikistan, which killed and injured the demonstrators, Bozor Sobir, a 

famous Tajik poet and politician, wrote a poem which had anti-Soviet sentiments and 

dedicated it to a Tajik youth killed during the demonstration,S Thus raised the pride of 

Tajik people, The work of Tajik intellectuals snfl>W< the roots and traditions of their 

communities and the Islamic and Persian influence on them, while downgraded the 

Russian contributions. The main objective behind such policy was the realization that 

new generations of Soviet Tajiks were not aware the literature in their language, 

Socialist realism had disrupted national literary traditions,9 The Soviet Tajik writers can 

be placed in to different categories to who tried to contribute in their own way as far as the 

national consciousness was considered. After independence national identity was 



adequately promoted by cultural revival. The most popular and successful was the most 

living Vlriter Tajikistan, Taimur Zulfikarov, whose ancient style of writing 

inspired his readers with nationalist sentiments II Along with Tajik intellectuals, cultural 

institutions l2 also played their role to promote the national pride of the country. 

History is also considered as one of the inlportant tool in the hand of government 

to the nationalist sentiments of the people. In the time of emergency to 

support of the public, governments use symbols related to culture, patriotism and 

historiography to explain and justify policies. This helps emerging nations through 

the identity Similarly it became important for the leaders independent Tajikistan 

to produce a nationalist version of history as a means of reinforcing common Tajik 

identity. Intellectuals, historians, politician set out to revive the Tajik history. Historians 

in 1980s and 1990s were mostly concerned with the following issues: 

I: establishment Tajik identity based on pre-history; 

2: the identification of historical injustices on the Tajiks by external forces (Arabs, 

Turks, Mongols, Uzbeks, Russians and the Soviets); 

3: the justification of claims to specific territories. 13 

People show their interest in books on Tajik history. Monument works were 

republished like Bobojon Ghafurov's monumental work The Tajiks: Archaic, Ancient and 

Mediaeval His/ory (1970), It quickly became the Bible of every Tajik intellectual. 14 Tajik 

interpreted the history according to their own perception; the image of the Uzbeks and 
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ancestors has been constructed by the Tajik scholars which is the result of the 

history of tensions between Tajikistan Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan is portrayed as the evil 

step father who has been trying to stop and deny Tajikistan's existence as II nation. 15 

According to the history Uzebiks retained the two cities of Samarqand and Bukhara, 

which Tajiks theirs. Both became an essential theme in the Tajik 

literature and considered it as the national asserts. Bozor Sobir a Tajik poet wrote a poem 

called Mother Tongue that mourned the lost national values of the Tajiks, 16 he claimed 

that Uzbeks had oppressed Tajiks for at least two centuries. Many poets and writers 

expressed their opinions on the conflict with Uzbek oppressorsI7 and stressesed 

discrimination against Tajik culture Samarqand. IS Tajiks of Samarqand Bukhara 

not only lost freedom but also their national identity, the idea was taken up by Loik 

Sherali. 19Tajik also considered themselves as in the creation of Persian 

civilization and the work of civilization building in Central Asia was done by the 

Samanids,20 period is considered as one of glories of the Tajik heritage. 

If the people are economically satisfied they show their allegiance to the existing 

system. Otherwise the bad economy situation can forced the people to change 

loyalties. UUIlll); 70s and 80s, economic came 10 the limelight in Tajikistan. Soviet 

emphasis to the production of cotton, caused negative impact,"1 Though Central Asia has an 

ideal climate for cotton production but ~c",rci'tv of water became major issue. Due to the 

cotton expansion there was a catastrophic impact on the region's water resources. land 

used for cultivation in Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan increased by 62 pel'Ce!1t 
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just 21 1965 to 1985. 22 But it also had caused enonnous damage to the 

environment, food production, drinking water supplies, health of women and children 

were all affected. Economically cotton production did not have any positive impact for 

the Central Asians because Moscow sold cotton to European countries and kept the 

revenue its reserves. also boasted environmental problems and converted into anti 

Soviet sentiments. T Tajik people felt that the Soviet agriculture and industrial policies 

damaged the Environmental problems are absorption of chemicals and salts in the 

soil, air pollution caused by industries and vehicles, water pollution from disposal of 

industrial waste and sewage, poor management of water resources, and soil erosion. 

Soviet mining operation left toxic wastes in Tajikistan?3 The Kafarnihan, Zarafshan, and 

Valthsh were heavily polluted with industrial wastes, carrying pollutants into the 

Amu Darya and then to the Aral Ground water was also polluted industrial areas. 

Tajikistan's use age of water irrigation was a negative impact on the water resources 

of the region. Air pollution water erosion and forest degradation24 the 

environmental problems. 

The rise in Tajik popUlation and the migration of Europeans and was 

another indicator for the emerging nationalism Tajikistan. 1977, the birth rate 

Tajikistan was 37 per thousand; in 1987 it reached per thousand. 30 percent of Tajik 

families had five or six children, while 15 of families had ten or more children 

which was a sharp contrast to the average number of children in Russian families, which 

was only one per family'"s During 1959 to 1979 percentage of Russian popUlation declined 
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from 13.3 percent to 10,4 percent in Tajikistan and according to 1989 census figures, the 

Russian population declined by 1 percent in Tajikistan26 Tajikistan Communist Parly 

central committee reported in 1990 that about 23,000 skilled Russian workers had left 

Tajikistan from January to July alone in 1990,27 This resulted in mOfe inclusion of Tajiks in 

the government but still the most important positions were in the hands of Russians. 29 

Besides this, in early 60s, the union republics were granted autonomy.29 These processes 

to weaken the Moseow's control in the region. The conspiracies withheld 

information from center or avoids meeting demand~, silence on serious economic problems 

resulted in law and order situation. This was echoed in complaints regime spokesmen 

details of "negative phenomenon" were made public. Because of there was huge 

elimination of politicians from the party, The sign of this was in 1983 when 

Rashidov, first secretary of Uzbek communist party, committed suicide because realized 

that he was about to disgraced by public revelation of his "Mafias" wide spread 

corruption?O end of 1985, all first secretaries Centrsl republics were 

rern01/ed from their position on charges of corruption and mismanagement. Because of this 

all the departments were now being directed by Tajik cadres. The Russian were reduced to 

the traditional proconsular posts of second secretary, Central committee, and local 

military commands. 

During the last decade of Soviet serious economic, social and political problems 

rose in Tajikistan, the conditions which lead to violent out bursts in such places as the 

Fargana and in Dushanbe. Through the history of Tajikistan it seems as if the national 
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identity in modem sense was going to take firm roots but 

relate another 

post independence events 

Post Independence Tajikistan: Unstable Factors For Tajik Nationalism 

development political situation under Gorbachev provided a platform to 

the people of Tajikistan to raise their voice against Soviet rule. Tajik leaders considered 

the reforms Moscow as a threat to their hold on power. In 1990 election K 

Makhkamov became president with 94 percent support of communists of the Supreme 

Soviet of Tajikistan. 31 Oppositions, consisted of democrats and Islamists, were outlawed 

to contest election. Thus sending a signal to the opposition that Russian government 

would no longer cooperate. 

Opposition pressurized the government and pJalced some demands. 32 as a 

result, Makhkamov resigrled and Kadriddin Aslonov. chairman of Supreme Soviet of 

Tajikistan, was elected as a new President. He banned the communist party and because 

of that. communists stood against and removed rum in September 1991. Ralunan 

Nabiev, became the new president who had no experience to negotiate with opposition33 

Under pressure elections were held. He had secured percent votes, mostly from 

Khojend and Kuiyab, wruie opponent Davlat Khudanazrov, a candidate supported by 

United Block of Democratic Forces, had 30 percent of votes 04 trus victory was 

challenged. oS The newly elected president being a communist refused to rus hand 

on Quran. The ruling party was renamed as Communist, and it was claimed that the 
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process of restoring the USSR has started.36 Situation got even worse when Dushanbe 

Mayor and Interior Minister, were accused of corruption. Dushanbe Mayor was removed 

from rank because he had also ordered the removal of the Lenin Statue in September 

1991. The Interior Minister was taken down from his position because he had refused to 

carry out instructions September 1991 to disperse the demonstrators. Moreover, 

Safarali Keojaev, the chairman of the Supreme Soviet of Tajikistan, publicly attacked 

interior minister accused him as kafrr.37 Massive protest in the capital city of 

Tajikistan3S where 100,000 demonstrators39 surrounded parliament. On the other 

hand, opposition bccame well-established with the joining of Haji Turanjonzada, who 

had also occupied a seat in Supreme Soviet of Tajikistan. Under these circumstances, 

Nabiev was able to secure emergency powers. Utilizing these powers he 

Presidential Guard on 2 May, 1991, which was not accountable to anyone. 700 men of 

crirnin.al background were recruited from Kulyab. a respOllse, opposition formed their 

paramilitary forces 40. resulted in a fight between both the groups. Due to the fear 

tbat opposition was gaining upper hand, Nabiev came to an agreement with them 10 

create a coalition Goverrrrnent of National Reconciliation (GNR).41 However, neither 

north oblast nor southern oblast accepted the compromise. Khojend and Kulyab refused 

to recognize the new goverrrrnent42The opposition again raised the issue of the 

agreement being been violated. They had their strong holds in the Garm region east of 

Dushanbe, Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast in the Pamirs and the plains of 

Southern Tajikistan. During all days north remained calm while soulh plugged into 

an armed activism. 
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The most brutal fighting was reported in Kurgan Tyube and Kulyab Oblast. 

Kurgan Tyube supported opposition, therefore, Kulyabi forces destroyed them 

completely.'3 Popular Front of Tajikistan, onder the control of an armed developed 

out of Nabeiv's Presidential Guard. The leader of this was Sanga!< Safarov. a 

Kulyabi with criminal background. He latffiched an attack on Vakhsh valley44 because he 

believed that solution to the problems Tajikistan lies in the eradication of the 

opposition.45 Opposition supported the Front for National Salvation and Youth of 

Tajikistan.46 These groups obtained weapons from various sources 

As the conflict grew, people from Kulyab, Bakhtav, Vakhsh and other parts began 

to migrate to safer places. Round about !0O, 00 Russi:1Il15 and 326,000 Tajiks left 

Tajikistan the end of 1992. 47 Times International reported that more than 20,000 

Tajiks were killed with in the months of the start of the civil war. 48 Lots of refugees 

migrated to Dushanbe for protection . These migrants brought hatred with themselves for 

Kulyabis Khojendis. had a desire revenge that further increased the conflict 

among Kulyabis, Garms, and Pamiris. Opposition was not satisfied with the practical 

implication of the May agreement. So decided to retaliate. Students belonging to "Youth 

of Tajikistan" caught the president at airport and forced him to resign. Akbar Shoh 

lskandarov, a Pamiri and Chairman of the Supreme Soviet, became acting President, he 

was the first Badakhshani to hold such a high position in Tajik pOlitics.49 Ho'we,rer, 
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widespread fighting throughout the country followed Nabiev's removal. Now 

ideological under pining of the conflict lost its validity and it became a clan warfare, 

Acting President and Coalition cabinet resigned and was replaced by lmamali 

Rakhmanov a Kulyabi50 and Abdul Malik Abdullojonov a Khojendi, To make this 

decision a special session of parliament was held Khojend,5! Sanga Safarov accused 

Haji Turanjonzada and Shodmon Yusuf and other opposition leaders for creating disorder 

in Feb 1990 due to which the civil war started 1992,52 The Tajik civil war had obtained 

outside involvement. This can be seen through the fact that opposition groups came 

to power in Dushanbe, they accused Russians and Uzbeks forces of assisting 

Popular Front Forces. It was a valid accusation because Uzbek air force bombed 

Kafemihan , Haji Turanjonzada's town as well as Garm in Dec 1992 and Jan 

1993.53 Russian military had played a major role in the victory of popular front (See next 

chapter). 

After coming to Dushanbe lmamali Rakhmanov made it clear that survival of 

democracy Tlljikistan was not possible and nor could Islam offer anything without 

bloodshed. Therefore, he asserted the need of reinforcing the previous system,54 The new 

government was exclusively based on ministers from Kulyab and Khojend, lmamali's 

government used repressive measures to confront the situation. Opposition was accused 

of creating disarray and the government forces continued to raid areas where members of 

the opposition taken refuge. 55 Anti government perSOllS were arrested 56 and anti 
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government publications were completely banned. Four opposition political parties, 

Islamic Renaissance Party, Democratic Party of Tajikistan, Rostakhez and 

Badakhhsan were banned. They were accused of being engaged in unlawful actions and 

violating the government charters. 57 Many prominent leaders, due to government 

policies, had taken refugee in other countries or had gone underground. 5~ Not only that 

nearly 195,000 Tajik people moved to Russia, lJkrain, Belaurus and neighboring Central 

Asian states. 59 People were displaced internally also. 

The conflict turned out to be a severe threat to the stability ofthe Tajikistan and to 

the entire regilon. The President was pressuriz(~d to accornmodate the opposition. Thus, in 

order to make certain reforms, president allowed the opposition to participate in 

elections.60 The President elections were held in November 1994 and 1999, where 

Imamali received 60 percent votes. The remaining 40 percent were divided between the 

opposition candidate Abdul Malik and Mizro Kabirov.61 In 1999 elections President won 

97 percent of votes, whereas his competitor Davlat Usmanov, an opposition candidate got 

just 2 percent of votes.1i2 The opposition rejected the results63 and elections to parliament 

were held on 26 February, 1995. Foreign observers criticized the elections as rigged with 

psychological pressure. 64Later, the process of political negotiations between the 

Government and the UTa 65 was held, There were eight rounds of inter-Tajik 

negotiations under the UN patronage that lasted for four years. 66 In the process of 

negotiation the of the beads played an important role. In June, 1997 the 

President Imamali Rakhmanov the UTa Sayeed Abdullo Nuri signed a 
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"General Agreement on Establishment of Peace and National Reconciliation 

Tajikistan" in Moscow, which is known as the General Agreement67
. The agreement put 

an end 10 the anned conflict in Tajikistan. However situation did nol improve. 

3.2.1 Factors for Weak Taj/k Nationalism 

identity of Tajik population is divided on the basis of tribal, ethnic, religious, 

linguistic conlext. Therefore, Tajikistan faced problems in creating a national structure 

and a complete socio political domestic system. These identities also turned out to be a 

hurdle in the process of nationalism and minimized the process of state building 

Taj ikistan. 

The very first obstacle in the development of Tajik nationality is the very term 

Tajik itself. Who is a Tajik? This question has different explanations. The original 

inhabitants of Central Asia before the Muslims rule and the Turkish invasion were known 

as Tajik. 68 Answer to this has been given in term oflanguage also. Tajik is someone who 

speaks Tajiki or Persian69 Another explanation widely used by the Soviets is any Sunni 

Muslim Persian speaker is a Tajik. 70 In the 20th century Soviets divided the Tajkis into 

valley and mountain groups, Valleys Tajik was the term used for the people of cities like 

Bukhara, Samarkand, Khojend, Penjikent, Chus\. The term mountain Tajik is used by 

researchers for the people of eastern Bukhara, southern of Hissar region, and 

mountaln villages of Zarafshan and the Pamir71 Dihkan or agriculturists are known as 

Plain Tajiks. While mountaln Tajiks were known as Galchans. Shugnani. largest 
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group is further sub divided into Rushani, Bartangi, Shugni and Oroshori. These names 

were derived from places of residence.72 Thus Tajiks does not have one cornmon name 

for themselves. 

Closely associated this is the language problem in Tajikista.'1. Tajiks, in soviet 

Central meant a well settled inhabitant who speaks Persian. It did not include the 

mountain population who had different dialects of Tajik language (see 2nd chapter). Thus 

Tajiks always created problem for the soviet nationality policy. Stalin also omitted Tajiks 

from the list of Central Asian nationalities and that is why Tajiks were included in 

Uzbekistan.7J For five years, Tajikstan remained a part of republic of Uzbekistan. 

Government discussed the idea to separate Tajikistan from Uzbekistan. This was hotly 

debated. Kazakhs were of the view that this segregation would strengthen Uzbekistan. 14 

Whereas, the aim of the government was to weaken the pan-Turkic ideas in Uzbekistan 

and extend the republics of Tajikistan till Afghanistan border. By doing this they wanted 

to promote the idea a bigger Tajikistan for Tajiks on the other side of the Panj river.15 

The Uzbeks, meanwhile, claimed tbat Tajiks had always been Uzbeks who only became 

Tajik-Persian speakers under the influe!llcc of Persian literature and language. 76 Uzbeks 

have done a favor to Tajiks by returning them their homeland with progress and 

development. External events also puslled Stalin 10 creale a separte Persian state on the 

border of Afghanistan. In Afghanistan King Amanullah was over thrown and was 

replaced by a Nadir Shah, who was supported by British. Stalin emphasized the needed of 

a Persian speaking Tajikistan to influence the large areas of Persian culture from Iran to 

148 



India. A Khojend district from UZbekistan was moved to Tajikistan. decision was 

not appreciated by the Khojendis who always tried to maintain their links with 

Uzbekistan. They always remembered the time when their area was not a part of 

Tajikistan, and they considered other parts of Tajikistan as backward77 

Geographically, Tajik nationals are settled in such a way that mountains have 

divided them into four regions with hardly any connection between them. After 

independence, these areas becaroe the provinces. This division arouse to such an extent 

that it divided the positions ofTajik leaders in to clans and thus resulted in the civil war. 

Table 1. Major General Indicators of Tajikistan Regions 

I Region Population Area (km.2) Area (mi. 2) Capital I 
Badakhshan 206,000 63,700 24,600 Khorog 

I 

Dushanbe 562,000 300 100 Dushanbe 
! ! 

1 Regions of 1,338,000 ! 28,400 11,000 

I 
Republican I I I 
Subordination I I 
Khatlon 2,151,000 1 24,600 . 9,500 Qurgbonteppa ! 

I I 

Sugd 1,870,000 126,100 10,100 Khujand 

I i 
i Total: 6,127,000 143,100 I 55,300 ! i 
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Source: Gwillim Law, 'Raions of Tajikistan' ,Administrative Subdivisions of Countries, 

The creation of new republic the name Tajikistan to a group of regions that 

are geographically and historically separate from each other. These mark 

differences in ethnicity, language, religion, and culture. However, the geography the 

country also contributed to this separation among the population these regions. The 

most distinct region terms of ethnicity is Goron Badakhshan. It is located in South east 

of Dushanbe and contains 44percent of the total area with 3percent popUlation of 

Tajikistan. 78 The area is occupied by seven different Pamiri ethnic groups that mostly 

belong to the Ismaili sect. While majority of Tajiks are Sunnis. Pamirs speak six different 

dialects of eastern Iranian languages, 19 distinct frcm Tajiks. Geographically, culturally 

and ethnically they resemble northern Afghanistan. This is the least deVeloped region and 

has been reputed as the center for L'1e production of narcotics-opium.8<J Geo-strategicaUy 

the mountainous region are important for Tajikistan and other common wealth members 

of the CIS because it is situated near Cluna, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Under Soviet rule tlus region faced problems economically as well as it was 

excluded from the party and administrative system. After independence, the main issue 

for the Badkhshanis was the issue of their autonomy. They had two options. Either to 

compromise with Kulyabis, letting themselves to be by Russia or create an 

independent state with the help of Agha Khan, which would be the only exclusive Ismaili 
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state of the world.S
] Though the local leadership claimed autonomy but the spiritual 

leaders of Agha Khan supported the idea of establishing "close and mutual ties with 

Russia."s2 People of Goma-Badkhshan their own demands; therefore, they joined 

hands with the Islamic cum democratic opposition in Dushanbe. Badkhshan's branch of 

opposition is based on field commanders and is in coalition with the National Islamic 

MDvement ofTajikislan.8l 

regions of Kurgan Tyube and Kulyab joined to form Khalton Oblas!. Kurgan 

Tyube was a desert land, populated by masses who migrated in response 10 Stalin's 

policy to increase the cotton production. By 1991, II percent ofthe Soviet Union's long 

staple cotton was produced in Tajikistan.84 Massive irrigation projects transformed the 

area into a closely populated cotton cultivated area. In this situation, conflicts over land, 

water and government services By the end of fifty new villages in south 

of Tajikistan had been established. 8S This phenomenon is unique in Tajikistan in a sense 

that Tajiks were relocated within national rcpublic. The new settlers instead of integrating 

with the local population became a separate sub ethnic group known as Garmis by their 

neighbours. 86 The resettlement was not welcomed by the mountaineers as they were not 

prepared to work the heat of steamy valleys. Moreover they thought of themselves as 

foreigner in their own country as they brought their own culture, tradition, and customs, 

",-jth them. And they did not want to change themselves. Until the present day, it is 

common in Tajikistan that each comrntmity hardly knows about its neighbours. 87 There 

was migration on massive scale to the capital city of Dushanbe. Half of the growth of the 
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city came from the European part of the population of USSR while the remaining half 

was from Hissar and Garro. The Garro valley is mainly agricultural. It is considered as 

one of the most religious places in Tajikistan. Kulyabis under banner of joined hands 

communism and secularism with Khojendis There are economic and clan rivalries 

between Kulyab and Kurgan Tyube. Kulyabis are secular and communists .88 Thus 

ideology became the most inil'ant faclors between the residents ofthe two areas. 

The north oblasl, Sogd, is located at the entrance of Fergana valley, and separated 

by mountain from the rest of Tajikistan. Khojend the capital is traditionally the 

of Communist Party elites. E9This resulted in resentment from the south 

increased inter regional tension. Khalton one of the poorest republics took an initiative to 

react against this system. In the beginning of the 1970s, Kasinlov, a Khojendi, was 

appointed first secretary of the regional Party committee Khatlon. A rew days after his 

arrival in Kulyab, his body was found hanging on a rope one of the city hoteL90 The 

next secretary appointed to Khatlon was of Kulyab origin. In seventies, the CP leaders 

encouraged people from Kulyab. One reason given behind the investment in Kulyab 

was the fact that cotton grown Kulyab was processed in Khojend. All the major 

industries were situated in north. Khojend. The area is totally dependent on Uzbekistan 

for trade, and other supplies 91 due to the fact that the civil war had destroyed the 

economic out put of the south. 
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tlesaoe this north south division, Ludnila Chvyr92 has pointed out five levels of 

ethnic stratification and self-identification among Tajiks. Such ethnic stratification 

proved hindrances the way of building Tajik nationalism and binding Tajiks into a 

whole nation. The first level ethnic stratification is based on the Tajik perception that 

they are divided into northern flatland Tajiks and southern-mountain Tajiks. Each groups 

referred themselves as the real Tajiks and the original guardian of the Tajik historical and 

cultural he!ita!!e. For example, the southern believed that they retained the 

bloodline while the people from the north had lost it due to their contact with the 

Uzbeks.Both the groups have different language patterns9J The second level of 

stratification is based on the further division of northern and southern Tajiks into several 

local groups with their owu names for identity. In the south, they are called Taj iks 

Darvaz, Karategin, Hissar, Kulyab and others. While in the North they are known as 

Tajiks of Khojend, Ura-Tyube, Samarkand, Bukhara and Fergana. Each local comrnunity 

has ita owu traditions, culture and specific language as well as small groups of migrants. 

Who retained their customs and traditions and refused to amalgamate themselves into the 

main stream. third level is based on some cultural communities of regional status and 

smaller entities. For example Hissari Tajiks ofVarzob valley called themselves Varzobis, 

Ramit as Ramitis and Faizabad as Faizab,adis. Each entity spoke different dialects of 

Tajik language. They knew about their own history, rituals, customs, tradition, area, but 

had no knowledge about their neighboring communities. For them their own customs and 

traditions were important. fourth level ethnic stratification comes from the local 

cultural gre.ups. This can be found among Tajiks of Far'galla valley that had their owu 
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inner structure. For instance the Tajiks of Chust considered themselves as the direct 

descendants of the people of the ancient city of Tusa, while Varzyk, Tajik village near 

Chust, claimed to be direct descendent from the Sogdians. They spoke different dialects 

ofTajik language and had different rituals, for instance, they opposed intermarriages.The 

fifth level is of local micro groups among the Tajik. Each city or village had Mohallah or 

with their own distinct names, They were usually named after the founder or 

legendary) of the village or town or after the occupations of its residents (MuHoyen for 

Mullahs, Ustayen f01: Artisans). 94 A guzar usually comprises of several families or some 

clans. All the levels of stratifications fonned the ethnic features of Tajik nationals and 

played a central role in the self-awareness of Tajiks their traditional, local and cultural 

groups. 

The correlated fact is that Tajikistan is the least urbanized country, In rural areas 

traditional way of life has survived. 95 By the 1980s, the republic had more than 3,000 

inhabited villages, of which about one-quarter had 200 inhabitants. Observers estimated 

that to 89 percent 96 of all Tajikistanis were villagers in 1990, People living in villages 

perceived identity in terms of dynasty, tribe, religion etc and not by the criteria of the 

nation state. Majority of the villages were inhabited by a single nationality. The concept 

of nationalism in a modem political sense did not penetrate in the rural set up because it 

is isolated and focused inwardly,97 As Tajikistan is percent mountainous, the county 

side is divided into separate areas with each area having its own culture, tradition, dialect 

elc. North and south are linked by a single road, which is often blocked in winter, This 
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lack of communication hindered the spread of new ideas and to the existing 

realities.9S Similarly education in the county side of Tajikstan was also less developed as 

compared to the cities. Under such circumstances it is difficult for the Tajik people to 

accept new identity that is alien to them. 

Under these circumstances, it was difficult to classify Tajiks tenns of their class 

and religion.99 Soviet Sociologist discovered that when he went to Central Asia on a 

research in Tajikistan, the research turned out to impossible. The reason was that 

everytime a Tajik was asked if he was Muslim, his reply would be "off course I am a 

Tajik"lOO The sole reason of this was that majority of Tajiks believed Islam. (see next 

chapter .Analysis shows that Tajik politics is built on regionalism. The membership of 

parties did not depend on ideology but on the origin of the leader. party had a 

different political agenda. The dtaw of the political scenario was that none of the 

political party played role during the liberation movements Tajikistan. Parties like 

CPT and Rastakheze tried to support the soviet system while others were not in favor of 

independence. Thus, there was not a single party to support Muslim Ltlllgu.e or Congress, 

who played their role during the freedom struggle of Muslims and Hindus from British. 

t O~ 

Democratic Party of Tajikistan (an anti communist) had support from Dushanbe 

intelligentsia and some industrial towns. 102 Rastokhez, commonly known as the National 

Front; DPT had secular cum democratic character and they supported political a'ld legal 



sources to achieve their objectives. However, these parties realized the lack of secular 

and democratic culture in Tajikistan. The only source to strengthen their shaky position 

was to get the support of Islamic parties. Islamic Reloai:ssaJllce party (IRP) emerged from 

an underground youth organization that started 1978 in kurgan tube. IRP was 

established in June 1990. It recruited Garmis youth through the net work of unofficial 

mullahs. I03 It declared the establishment of legal and democratic statelll4 based on Islamic 

principals. IQ> However, the Party had to tone dov.n its demand because of an 

Islamic State" was not the aim of Rastokhez and the OPT. 106 The IRP was the backbone 

of the UTO and participated in the negotiations that led to the General Agreement. 

Movement for National Unity and Revival Tajikistan (MNURT) was established in 

1997 with the airo to unify the different forces of the country and to establish stable civil 

society. The aim of the People's Democratic Party of Tajikistan (PDP) was to establish 

rule of law, sovereignty, democracy and parliamentary politics, however, its original 

structure resembled the CPT organizational structure.
IQ7

Both these parties has 

been chaired by the president, with its following in north and Kulyab region of the 

country. 

Beside the main stream political parties, there are local parties parties like 

Lali Badakhshan party represented the people of GBAO.1Q8 According to the President of 

the Party Atabak Amir Beig "Parliamentary system oj tke government is tke only solution 

Jor economic. political and cultural crisis In Tajikistan. "IQ9 However, he ruled out any 

possibility of an Islamic state because he was of the view that politics and religion were 
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two different things. no It was a regional organization, whose 

the interest of GBOA. 

aim was to safeguard 

Besides these, several other organizations, parties and political clubs active in 

Tajikistan include Ehya-i-Khojent; the socio-cultural association al Samarkand; Oftab-i­

Sugdian; Wahdat; a Popular Front of supporters of reconstruction; Oshkovo, Society 

Maihan;lll Peoples Congress, National Liberation Front People's Party of Hissar Valley, 

Nasir Khusru. tl2 All these political parties encouraged the polarization of Tajik politics 

through which the issue of Tajik leadership emerged. 

None of the Tajik leader, K. Makhamanaov, Nabiev, Iskanderov, could claim the 

support of the majority of the Tajik population. Even the president Irnmam ali had no 

control over t Tajikistan. It was said that he rose to power due to the patronage of Popular 

Front leader Sanga Safarov. lil Those who supported the government or were the 

member of PF during the civil war, were rewarded by the government with the tnp 

positions in the country. Safarov, attended high-ranking government officials' 

ceremonies and even appeared on television to address the pUblic.ll2 Other PF fighters 

like Yaquh SalinJOv was given key of the mbistry of internal affair, Mohamad Said 

uhaiduloev was appointed as Mayor of Dushanbe, [14 Colonel Mahmud Khudioberdiev, 

who left Russian 201" Rille Division and joined PF in 1992, was rewarded with the 

command of First Rifle brigade of Tajikistan'S new anny. He became so powerfullhat he 

forced the key government officials to resign, 115 Thus, the government was heavily 
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dependent on the PF fighters whom people hated due to their brutalities during the civil 

war. In addition, the opposition did not have a charismatic leader, like Gandhi, Nelson 

Mandela, or Quaid e- Azam who could unite the different regions of the country. 

Khojend and Kulyab are the basis of power for the Tajik leaders. The Khojendi 

took control by encouraging people of Kulyab. The Khojendis allocated more funds for 

the development of their own province. 116 As a result, Khojend's region prospered 

economically and politically. Khojend is surrounded by Uzbekistan with considerably 

large Uzbek popUlation who dominated the Tajik Communist Party. During the Soviet 

rule, Tajikistan's economy was integrated with the Uzbekistan and after independence 

Khojend preserved their economic relations with Uzbekistan. 1t7 This added hurdles in the 

fonnation of Tajikistan's integrated national economy and increased the regional tension. 

The Khojendis succeeded in breaking up the emerging unity of country's other region 

with the failure of National Reconciliation. Kulyabis Popular Front of Tajikistan (PFT) 

provided force to KhojendL '1E Another kulyabi, Safadrali Kenjayev attacked Dushanbe 

in October 1992 and the president building, radio, television and railway 

stations. I 19 collaborating with Kulyabis, the Khojendis had to power with 

them. Thus, lmamali Rakhffianov a Kulyabi was elected as head of State. With the 

selection of imamali, Leninobadi felt that this candidate will work in their interest. 14 

ministers in the new cabinet were also from Kulyab. '2G 
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Soon started to emerge between pro-Kulyabi and pro-Leninabadis forces. 

The Khojendis wanted the Kulyabi to eliminate the opposition and then restore 

Khojendi as a head of the state. This did not happen because Russia also supported a 

Kulyabi as head of the state. This created a new imbalance of power in Tajikistan. 

Abdumajid Dostiev l2l formed a pro-Kulyabi People's Party of Tajikistan. To counter this 

former governor of Sogd province, Abdujalil Khanidov formed Leninabadi People's 

Democratic Party. In December 1992, Khanidov tried to overthrow Rakhmanov, but 

failed and had to face the consequences. 122The Presidential elections of November 1994 

provoked tensions and proved fatal Khojendis power. Rakhmanov won the election 

started removing Abdullojonov supporters from local government. In Sogd province, 

13 out of the 16 district were replaced by Rakbmanov's appointees. l2l 

Government had formed new election laws to Abdullojonov Party boycotted 

the elections. 

This is one side of the story Rakhmanov appointed majority of ministers in the 

cabinet from Kulyab-Baljuvon promoting localism even within the Kulyabi's group.124 

This can be traced out from the fact that Dostiev, a Kulyabi Chairman of the Supreme 

Scviet, was not reelected as the speaker of the parliament. Similarly, a gap took place 

anl0ng Kulyabis; Laqais and Hissari groups, in the PFTHS 

Ethnic element came in to the picture when chief players played their role and the 

etimic groups had to decide which side would support. The Uzbek minority sided 
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with the ruling group and the Russian minority kept a low profile. The opposition was 

eager to show that they had the minority support and that their struggle democratic 

reforms would safeguard the minority interests and rightS. 126 But the policies adopted by 

the opposition crushed the confidence of the minorities and they got suspicious about 

them. Tajik-Uzbek emnity can be traced back to the early history of Tajikistan. This 

ended by the national delimitation policy of Stalin. Tajik scholars criticized the role of 

Uzbekistan's in partition of Central Asian, which scattered Tajik-spealdng communities. 

In Kurgan Tyube, Uzbeks are the significant popUlation; they make up 22.9%l27 which is 

quarter of the republic population and are settled in relatively developed areas of the 

country. 126 Russians make up 32.3 percent, Uzbeks 39.1 percent and Tajiks 10.4 percent 

of Dushanbe. 129 Tajiks and Uzbeks settled in Sogd oblast had strong historical and 

cultural links with each other. hut Uzbeks who settled in Garm and Kurgan Tyube had no 

relations with each others. l3o Similarly Tajiks who migrated to North of Tajikistan were 

not on good terms with the Uzbek population of the area. Thus, there was a lack of 

internal unity within the largest Iranian and Turkic group. Tajik people claimed that the 

two historical of Samarkand and Bukhara were a part of their region before getting 

occupied by Uzbekis. Whereas, Uzbeks claim for all parts of Fargana valley, including 

some parts of Khojend. l3I Tajiks feel inferior when compared with Uzbeks.The Uzbek 

population in Tajikistan encourages Uzbekistan to interfere in Tajikistan's internal 

affairs. During civil war, Tajik Uzbeks supported the communist forces and Safadrali 

Kenjayev launched an attack on Dushanbe when opposition was ruling the country. 

Uzbeks of Hissar and Regar region supported him and were blamed for looting the 
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houses of the Gannis of the Kurgan Tyube. The opposition forces controlled the center of 

Kurgan Tyube oblast and attacked the Uzbek supporters of the Communist rule. 

Similarly, Imamali Rakhmanov received the votes of Uzbeks during the presidential 

election. 132 The Uzbeks support for the communists and their interest in pro- regime 

regions merged the ethnic and regional element together. 

Russians are another important minority group in Tajikistan and make up 10.4% 

ofthe population ll3 they mostly live in urban areas like Dushanbe, which was considered 

as a "Russian city". They were 47.6% of the total population of Dushanbe 1956 with 

only 18.9% Tajiks1l4 Although Russians were not directly involved in the Tajikistan's 

civil war but raised the of their protection and thus the involvement of Russia135 

which resulted in the deployment of 21" Division of the Russian army in Tajikistan 

(see next chapter). Russians in Tajikistan were caught in war. The bulk of 

Russian- speaking popUlation in Tajikistan had taken an extremely negative position 

towards the "Demo-Islamists" and favored the communists not supported 

them, but also because they were perceived as a lesser evil. They had to choose between 

stability violence, and the KUSSl1UlS supported the forces of stability, namely the 50-

called neo-comrnunists. With the start of civil war, Russians started migrating. It Wall 

reported that in 1992 above 90,000 Russians had left Tajikistan.']" migration 

Russians damaged the Tajik economy and stopped various other projects of economic 

development. While Russians continued to emigrate, the Tajik govemment tried to make 

them stay back in Tajikistan. A law was designed to encourage Russians to stay by 
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allowing them dual citizenship, however, due to the economic conditiollB, Russian 

migration continued. The small number of Russians that remained in Tajikistan did not 

have any political representation. There were a small number of organizations promoting 

cultural interests; therefore, protest was virtually nonexistent. lJ7 Now that Tajikistan had 

granted Russians the option of attaining dual citizenship to continue with Russian 

language education (for both Russians and Tajiks), and inclusion Russia!lB 

government and business, there were no demands or complaints made by the Russians 

agai!lBt the government. m 

The nature of power in Tajikistan blurred the boundaries between state and 

society. InstitutiollB such as parliament and the judiciary lack genuine authority. The 

government tries to its legitimacy by holding elections, but real at all levels 

of the state rests with informal clan networks. The country's 1994 Constitution does 

outline a political system based on pluralism and separation of executive, legislative, and 

judicial powers but in practice, this is not implemented. Despite constitutional guarantees 

of trallBparency and access to information, the national legislature often drafts and 

discusses laws behind closed doors, Despite the collapse of communism, the party 

running Tajikistan has not really changed, To get in to civil service, favoritism still plays 

a vital role, and public administration is shaped by regionalism and clan politics. Large 

parts of the country, for example, are run by influential local people, who tax the 

country's cotton, metals, and narcotics trades, 139 Constitution provides a variety of 

individual rights, including the freedom of privacy, assembly, speech, press, association, 
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and religion. It also bans discrimination on the basis of nationality, race, gender, and 

religion. However, government still suppresses the voice of opposition and bans 

independent media. During height of the civil war in 1992 1993, there were 

thousands of extra judicial killings, the majority of which were done by government 

forces and their armed militant allies. Although much of the horror of the civil war ended 

with the signing of the 1997 Moscow Peace Accord, the government continues to violate 

human rights in a variety of ways; through the imprisonment of political activists and 

suspected radical Islamists belonging to opposition. Tajikistan's criminal code continues 

from the Soviet era. Though amended, it contains many of the flaws inherited from that 

period, including a basic assumption of one's guilt until proven innocent. 140 The 

government clearly uses the power of police to arrest and harass opposition political 

party members, often by framing them for possession and smuggling of narcotics. In 

2002, the government gave death sentences at an alarming rate of at least five per 

month. 141 Even after ten years of independence, corruption, crime, and insecurity remain 

a hurdle in smooth transition of post-Cornmunism in Tajikistan. Drug trafficking is 

one of the most significant areas of crime in Tajikistan. Tajik government made some 

efforts to respond to Western criticism of human rights violations in the country. :23 but 

the repression continues in Tajikistan, and the government appears to be using the G 

led war on terrorism as a pretext for the systematic persecution of its political opponents. 

This kind of situation failed to create sense of security and belonging to a nation slate 

among its citizens. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

ISLAM IN TAJIKISTAN 

As discussed in second chapter, the early history of Tajikistan reveals two 

issues: their ethnic composition and acceptance of present name, Tajiks are the 

descendants of earlier Persian speaking people, It was in the 19th century that a 

geographer Uj£ly differentiated from Khorasan and people from on gins 

sold as salves Khiva, Bukhara and Samarkand,l The main identities were based on 

family, kinship religious and language affiliations were the weakest one, It was 

the Arab invasion and introduction to Islam that the scenario started to change and 

religion became the main source of identity, While discussing the identity issue in Central 

Asia V, Barthold divided the Tajik identities on religion, geography and tribe, 2 In the 

begimring the general population did not take religion as an identity also aceording to 

the modem theory Ummah was not considered as a nation, Muslims differentiated from 

others by referring to them as 'we Muslims' and others by 'Those Christians', It was 

after the revolution that Islam was considered as a national identity, 

The Russian govenunent took decisive and calculated measures so that a strong 

Soviet state with a firm structure of could be formed3 Due to religion became a 

target of all anti- religious campaigns, total cutoff of Central Asia from the Muslim 

Ummah resulted in review of Islam within the Muslims of Central Asia, Despite the 

Government claims that all the tribal and religious groups were eradicated or were on the 
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verge of extinction, still strong signs of existence of these groups were felt in late 1980s 

early 1990s. According to Hickson4 historically speaking Tajik identity is Islamic identity 

and it plays a vital role not only defining Tajiks to themselves but also how outsiders 

identify them. 

4.1 Manifestation of Islamic Resurgence 

As discussed before Islamic revivalism doesn't mean that Islam had 

completely disappeared and had now emerged. It meant that after going through different 

phases various theories, ideologies and systems the Muslims turned back to Islam, 

which proved the fact that Islam is the reality today's world, Islam is a part of Tajik 

culture and is practiced in all the aspects of everyday i.e, from birth to marriage to the 

fimerals, Islamic resurgence in Tajikistan manifested at three levels. 

It is observed that in Tajikistan among grass roots level awareness 

regarding religion is increasing, Masses preferred wearing religious clothes, have a beard 

or other external attribute of Islam which showed their identity as Muslims, It is the 

same for the traditional rituals, Nikah is preferred over registration same is the case for 

divorce,S During Soviet rule lot of young people's interest rurned towards religious 

education, since there was no fonnal religious education the students invited clerics or 

scholars them selves to leam about religion, Such initiatives prevailed throughout the 

country but its impact was different in each area, Especially in Isfara, Mastchah, 

Dushanbe, Kofamikhon, Karategin, Fayzabad, Kulyab and Kurgan-Tyube presence of 
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religious education was more, Mosques were built by donations and were managed by a 

prominent religious figure and other followers who were wealthy.6 One of the important 

sources of Islamic resurgence was the publication of literature and religious programs by the 

government. demand of terminating un-Islamic law and implementation of Shariat by 

opposition and some government officials is an important factor Islamic resurgence, 

The government through such steps tried to calm down the opposition? Because for the 

opposition religion was the main source of nation buildings. An opposition leader Abdullo 

Saidov not only gave the proposal for a separate Muslim state but also called for a fight in 

the name of a Muslim establishment. He also presented demand to the CPSU 

congress in 1986 for which was arrested, his arrest cause huge wave of unrest and 

demonstrations were held. Such incidents showed support of masses towards their 

leaders9
• After independence there is no Mufitate in Tajkistan but an Islamic "' ... ,,", .... , which is 

not a part of the government structure but is still controlled by them. It is led by a Council of 

Ulema which consists of 27 official Muslim leaders who are elected after every three 

One the key of the Council is to control and manage all Islamic 

organizations in TajikistanlO
• This is how government help people to understand Islam. 

Even though the COlmcii existed but the Muslim leaders demanded for a Mufiiate so that 

there would a more powerful institution through which Muslim rights would be 

asserted. But the government was hesitant as this would create another power to stand 

against themll
. The policy of the government to encourage the growth of other religious 

leaders in any way they could and to put restrictions on the Islamic CI"I"lCS is not 

plausible, But many officials cleric aree happy with the preiSerl! ~'\I<tifml because it gave 
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them freedom to practice their own religion its custom's. return all they have to do 

is to show loyalty to the state, They have more freedom than the Imams of Uzbekistan 

instance they are not instructed to what to talk about at the Friday Sermons12
, 

After the resurgence of Islam and the removal of the Soviet control that the Tajik 

leaders were able to question the authority of the state. The Islamists have given their 

own point of view of the situation; it is during the anti government demonstratiollli in 

1992 that the opposition used Islam as their ideology throughout their campaign, The 

green flag, the usage of Arabic alphabets, quotation from Quran, slogans borrowed from 

the Islamic revolution in Iran all pointed out the main philosophy of the conflictB It was 

in March 1991 that a prominent religious leader Haji Akbar Turanzhonzoda Suggested 

some changes to support the Tajik's Islamic character14 but the parliament refused to 

recognize the Islamic identity with in Tajikistan and his suggestions were not cOllliidered 

he was defeated by 11 0 to 84 votes1
$ Due to this incident he left the parliament. and 

joined the opposition group, Government supporters also carried out demonstrations at 

Azadi Sqaure which soon became a permanent compound for the government supporters 

16, Joining of Haji Turanjonzada gave the opposition a boost in the political scenario 

it became more stabilized. Most of the parties used Islam to gain more powerl? which 

resulted in unpredictable consequences, To maintain its power and control over the state 

Nabiev's government exploited religion, because Nabiev thought that if the current 

government was exterminated and the fundamentalists came in power then Tajikistan 

development in all fields of life would decline, He made efforts in convincing everyone 
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that Islamic radicals were responsible for the political crisis and they are the ones who 

want to create an Islamic state like Iran 18 He had already cautioned other parties that his 

dismissal would a threat to the nearby .But still he lost which took 

Tajikistan in to a state of decline. After five years of dispute among the communist and 

the lslamists a peace agreement was signed according to which the communists had to 

share power with the lslamists. 

4.2 Survival OfIslam Tajikistan 

4.2.1 Internal Factors 

The question that arises is that how has Islam been able to survive under 

the Soviet rule? This can be answered by two factors; Internal and external factors. In 

1943 when Islam was established officially it had an indirect effect on the Islam which had 

survived the rule of Soviet Union. According to some scholars Islam and Marxist-Leninst 

ideology can coexist Le., it is possible to be a loyal Soviet citizen and a good Muslim. 

Formally the official job of Islam was to print Quran, religious literature, calendars, hadiths, 

etc. The government had its own, Soviet East, magazine, published in UZbek, Arabic, 

Persian, and French,"o The head of the spiritual administration; the mufti of 

Tashkent frequently talked about the misunderstanding the religion Islam Russia but 

the Muslims who were a pari of the Russian system did not see any difference between 

Islam and communism, So most of the masses in Tajikistan as elsewhere in Cenlrai Asia 

followed the Mullahs who belonged to the govemment. 
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One of the important parts of survival of Islam is the unofficial Islam which is based on 

Sufism and Mullahs who have appointed them selves as leaders they do not focus on the 

Mosques but are found other holy places shrines etc. In 1987 it was reported that against 

the 130 official registered mosques there were not less than 1000 illegal mosques 2£ An 

official estimate of late 80s also showed that there were nearly 150 unofficial Islamic 

practitioners Kulyah, of Southern 22. T here followers consisted of peasants, 

rural urban populations, communist party members, youth intellectuals etc. The branch 

of Sufism which is popular in Tajikistan is Naqshbandi with followers like Domullo 

Mukhammadi, Domullo Hikmatullo, Makhsumi Ismoil etc, But Qadiri order is also 

popular in some areas. Prominent religious figures such as Ishani Turajan, Ishani 

Abdulhaliljon, Ishani Nuriddin and olhers are followers of Qadiriya, Since the Sufi 

movements did no! have many disputes with Ihe government Ihey were able to survive 

the Soviet rule. Sufism was popular among Ihe masses and had a huge following this was 

because people had little respect and believe in Ihe government appointed clerics and 

took Sufism as Ihe true representatives of Islam. Sufis played iii major role in 

safeguarding the rituals and practices of Islam. All modem Islamic leaders like Nuri and 

Turanjonsada agree Ihat Sufis were able to keep Islam alive and pass it on to the 

contemporary leaders:> They played a vital role in preserving Islam and even today, they 

have a very big influence. 

Cultural practices such as birth, malTia'O'P_< deaths fasting Eids etc are also one of 

Ihe reasons of survival of Islam in Tajikistsn. In 1987 during the monlh of Ranum in 
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Tajikistan majority of the students of Dushanbe Secondary Schools observed fast, in 

school No. 88, the vast majority of children observed fast. In school No. 89 more than 50 

percent in class were fastini~. secondary school No. 46, two fifty ofthe pupils in the 

5th class stopped attending schools from the flrst day of Rarnzan and were absent for two 

We<:kS.24 According to Ashirov a soviet ethnographer "he who is not is not an 

Uzbek (or a Turkeman or a Tajik)". 25 is the case in death and burial rituals, such 

rituals have influenced the social awareness and increased support for religious and 

nationalist prejudices?6 Similarly the Eid holidays have had positive influence on the youth 

and have helped in ke<:ping the religious spirit alive.The important source of information 

about Islam can be obtained from the family. According to a scholar Muriel Atkin it is the 

family which is a major source of information about religion for the child. It has been 

observed that in Tajikistan also family is the major source of a child's religious 

upbringint7
• They pass the religious education further to their children and are determinoo 

to see their next generation as true followers of Islam28
• This makes the government work to 

suppress the religious education of youth even more challenging. It was observed that 

following of Islamic traditions interfered in the government policy and was a hindrance in 

building a Soviet society in Tajikistan. According to some surveys conducted in 1988 45 

percent population considered themselves as believers29 

Increase in local population of Central Asia is also another reason for the survival of 

Islam. Due to the rise in fertility rate the native Muslims and the migration of Europeans 

and Russians from Central Asia Muslim population started to increase. During 1959 to 1979 
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percentage of Russian population reduced 13.3 percent to 10.4 percent in Tajikistan 

and according to the census figures of 1989, the Russian population reduced by 2,1 percent 

in Tajikistan. Due to this local population increased from 53.1 percent 1959 and then 

to 62.3 percent in 1989 ?O One of the other factors was the differences annual average of 

population growth. The birth rate in 1977 in Tajikistan was 37 per thousand; in 1987, it 

reached to 42 per thousand. 30 percent of Tajik families had five or six children, while 15 

percent of fumilies had ten or more children. These figures should be compared with the 

average number of children in Russian families, which was only one per familyJ: 

Apart from all these factors Islam itself is the major cause of its survival, it is a 

complete code of life for the Muslims covering all the aspects. It is not only for this world 

but also for the world after death. It is the faith in the religion which keeps the soul of Islam 

alive its believers. Its bnan, faith that keep Muslim a fum believer, told Saadi, a Parniri 

Tajik. Beside these important internal indicators the survival of Islam Tajikistan, there 

are also some external dimensions. 

4.2.2 External Factors 

Beside internal there are external factors that help Islam to retain its following in 

Tajikistan. Islamic revival was particularly strongly felt in southern areas of Tajikistan 

due to the spill over of Khomeini's revolution and Soviet intervention in 

Afghanistan.(see Islamic radicalism in Tajikistan) Foreigners, especially those from 

Muslim countries played an important role in the survival ofIslam in the country. As told 
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by Dr Dani that during his visit to Tajikistan, he met a person while offering his prayer 

a local mosque, at Karategin. When that person came to know that Dr Dani was from 

Pakistan, he requested a copy of holy Quran him. He also asked him questions 

related to Islam the way living in Pakistan. He look Dr. Dani to his home and 

showed him the secret underground room where Quran and religious education was 

taught to children. 

4.3 Islamic Radicalism In Tajikistan 

AB discussed earlier Islamic resurgence is not a new phenomenon. It has different 

forms that have engrossed the Muslim world has the same impact on the Muslims of 

Islamic resurg.enc:e manifested itself in the form of Central Asia. The first wave 

revival. In 1898 one of the most important revivalist movement by Sufi brotherhood of 

Naqshbandi emerged in Turkistan in which jihad was declared against the opposition. 

The main aim behind this revolt was to keep religion alive in the area; one of the other 

reasons given was the foreign element i.e. due to the revivalist movement and rebels the 

Islamic resurgence accelerated. Naqshbandi and other Sufis also played an important role 

in it. 32 Mohammad Ali also started advocating against Russia after returned from 

Saudi Arabia under the influence of waIthabism3l
• This movement did not conlinue for 

long and was crushed by the Russians. 

In the mid of 19th century some unsuccessful alt,empts 10 revive the struggle was 

made which was followed by a reformists campaign. It was noticed that Muslims took 
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scientific knowledge from the RUSSUUlS. 34 The end of the 19th century in Tajikistan can 

also be taken as the time period when cultural thinking was restored. It was at this time 

that the school of enlightenment was founded in Boukhara by Ahmad Donish a Tajik 

thinker (1826-1897). This was the start of the revival of national, religious and political 

thinking. 3S A renowned historical scholar and a politician Ahmad Donish also known as 

Tajik Muslim reformer based most of his work on Islam thinking he used a lot of 

references from the Quran, hadith in writings. Secondly he .took a lot of inspiration 

from Ibn Sina (Avicenna, 980-1037), al-Farabi (870-950),al-Biruni(973-1048),al­

Ghazali(1058-1 I 11)36 His third inspiration was the Western influence. Since he was sent 

to Russian thrice as a member of the Bukharian Embassy he has quoted many examples 

of development there in his work. The fourth reason was the difficult socio economic 

situation faced by the country. Therefore most of the Islamic ideology of the Tajik people 

at the end of the 19th and early 20'h is associated with Ahmad Donish. 37 In the start the 

20th century, the Jadid School of thinking was born it was considered as the second 

generation of Tajik enlighteners and reformers. The Jadid movement was a systematic 

movement and was based on organizational forms, programs, and modem approaches to 

the solution of social and political problems. Some of the prominent representatives of 

the movement were Mahmudkboja Behbudi (killed 1918), Abdurrauf Fitrat (killed in 

1938), Sadriddin Ayni (1978-1954), Muuzim, Fayzullo Khjayev (kiUed 1938), 

Abduqadir Muhlddinov (killed 1938), and others. 33 
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The end tenn of the Soviet Union rule is also tenned as the time period of 

Islamic revivalism, which can be seen all the aspects of life, It was at this time that 

development in the educational seclor regarding religion was seen and in Dushanbe alone 

dozens of private religious schools appeared,39 

The role of the schools can be explained with a help of an example; in the Silk Factory 

quarter of Dushanbe, there was a private school run by Haji Muhan3ffiacljan Hindustani 

(1895-1989), When he faced repression from the Russians he went to India for education 

and came in 1950s with education in religion from a Masrassa in Deobandi. His school 

mostly catered those people who already had some religious back ground,40 

Due to Gorbachov's policy of perestroika there was sudden interest 

Islam in Central Asia this was the time period when Islam was reviving, The revival of 

Islam was due to various factors; Islam reemerged in a new shape in Central Asia and 

was laheled as radical Islam, extreme Islam, militant Islam or fundamentalists. This new 

dimension of Islam was not the outcome Islam in Centrsl Asia but was due to the 

external factors. According to Alexandre BelJ11igsen the mid 1980s was marked "in Centrsl 

Asia by a double evolution",41 At first an extensive religious revival emerged on three 

levels: the grass root level, the middle level and higher level. The second trend was an 

important radicalization of local nationalism, In late 80s, the Alma-Ala uprising in 

December 1986 and the Kurgan Tyube riots in February 1987, were the sign of development 

of nationalist movement Thus native Muslims starred conflicting with the government 

resulting in inter cultural struggle, 42Both trends were due to two external factors and 
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their origin goes backs to early 19805. According to A.Beooigsen, Islamic resurgence in 

Tajikistan and in the whole Central IS after effects of the Iranian revolution 

Soviet intervention in Afgbanistan.4J Ayatollah Khomeini adopted two strategies for the 

Islamic revolution: 

1. Usage of mass media to spread Islam. 

2. To provoke religious sentiments in vulnerable areas. 

In 1984 Iran started its religious campaign in Central Asia and powerful broadcast 

stations were established along the borders which broadcasted religious and anti Soviet 

programs. The prognuns mainly constituted of religious information regarding Islamic 

customs, ideology and anti programs regarding political nature.MIn 1984 - 85 a 

survey was conducted among the radio listeners and it was discovered that Tajik listeners 

preferred Asian broadcast rather than that from the West. It was also observed that 

religious programs were more demand than the regular programs4lThe impact of Iran in 

Tajikistan was so much that people had started to name their newborns 'Ayatollah'. The 

religious audio video literature smuggled from across the border was in high demand among 

the public. According to the Director of Tajikistan's House of Atheism, M,Safarov, 

"fighters for the purity of Islam, which he assess as the most acute and vitaL of all our 

problems, some times call themselves Wahhabis and some times partisans of 

Khomeini,,:6 The Iranian influence on masses changed their perception regarding Islam 

and Mullahs not working for the government started campaigning for an Iranian type 
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government in Tajikistan.'7 Due to this public started demllllding religious rights lIIld also 

activated demonstrations in cities, particularly Dushllllbe and Alma~Ata.48 

Though Iranian influence had an impact on the Central Asian but it was the 

Mghan Mujhahideen who had greater impact this was because the Afghan Mujhaeedin 

practically proved it that Soviet army could be confronted and defeated. It was in 80s 

when the Russian rule sent the Central Asian Muslims, including Tajiks, to fight with 

Alghan Mujahiddens. This was a golden opportunity for them because it gave them a reason 

to get to know the rest of the Muslim countries because more Muslim states like Pakistan, 

Saudi Arabia, Iran had joined the Mghan forces. Apart from this mlllly Tajik and Uzbek 

Muslims traveled to Pakistan and Saudia Arabia to get war training and joined the Islamic 

forces. It's not only that Muslims were active in taking part in Jihad but USA also supported 

Muslims to fight with Alghllll Mujahiddens.49 It was after three generation of isolation that 

Central Asilllls came in contact with the Muslim Ummah. Tajikistan was more affected 

by the happenings in Mghanistan because it shares the largest border with Afghanistan 

which results in more politicallllld religious exposure. Also in 1970 Mujhaideen started 

to come across the border Tajikistan which resulted in more contact the 

Muslims of both the This is one of the reason that Islamists arrested in 1986 were 

youth likeAsghar Sha, Nematullah Inayatov, of Kulyab, Abdul rahim karimov, of 

khojend, Rajab Ali of Dushanbe. 50 Soon the Soviet government realized that radical 

Islam was gaining more power day by day in Tajikistan. So it decided to hold an 

International Conference and Thirty Muslim delegations came for it. In addition to this 

193 



the Soviet Media also increased programs on religion Islam. But all these efforts by the 

stale failed as it reminded people of the Basmachi Movement, which their predecessors 

had tried to avoid. Soon the public started comparing the Basmachi and afghan 

resistance. In addition, the cruelties committed by Soviets on Afghans were also the 

reason for changing the Liberal Islam into militant Islam, 5 1 in Afghanistan. It was the 

militant Islam, had an impact on Tajikistan. The relationship between the 

Tajikistan Islamists and the Afghani Mujahideen. The contscts between the Tajikistan 

Islamists and Afghan Mujahideen flourished during jihad and the struggle against the 

Najibullah and Soviet Union continued. Most of the support to the Islamists came from 

the areas near Afghanistan. Thus Afghanistan became the main point for the Islamic 

revolutionist especially for the Central Asians.52 The fall of the government 

Afghinistan gave hope to the opposition in Tajkistan. Soon after the collapse m 

Afghanistan the government in Tajikistan agreed to give in to the demands of the 

opposition that is of elections and new constitutions, this situation helped the opposition 

to strengthen their stance .. !) Most of the support of Islamic opposition had come from the 

areas contiguous to Afghanistan. 

The collapse of the Afghani government to the Talibans was a big shock to the 

Central Asia and the states there decided to support the Taliban alliance. Taliban's 

capture of Mizare Sharif was so great that one western diplomat remarked, "Taliban 

might attempted to pursue Massoud inside Tajikistan- that is the danger" 54 The anti 

Taliban alliance inorder to get support ofthe Tajik government held talks with them. The 
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Tajik government responded positively because they 100 were threatened by the Taliban 

control in north of Afghanistan which would also strengthen the Tajik government 

opposition since they received military trainings and arms support from there. This 

support helped in strengthening the Tajikistan's Islamic movement The dispute opened 

oppurtunities for more militant groups such as the Hizbul-Tahrir and the IMU, to gain 

hold among Tajikistan's Muslims. Deobandiam and Wahbaism also ceased the 

opportunity to strengthen their foothold Tajikistan. 

Deobandi an important Sunni sect emerged in India in the 19th century and one of 

its important contribution was the reintroduction of Jihad in the SullIli Islam. The 

Deobandhi training camps in Pakistan trained the Talibans for Jihad in the 90s. Mullah 

Muhammad Rustamov a student of Deoband had innovate ideads and opened madraasah 

at Dushanbe.55 All the Tajik political and religious leaders like Said Abdullo Nouri, 

Muhammadsharif Himattsoda, Domullo Hikmatullo, Ishani Nuriddin, and Makhsami 

Ismoil where his students and were trained there. 56 Said Abdullah Nuri and Muhammad 

Sharif Himattsoda, formed Islamic Renaissance Party branch in Tajikistan in 1991. The 

Tatar scholars organized Muslims within Soviet Union had established the all­

Union IRP in June 1990 in Astrakhan, Russia. Under Gorbachev's glasnost the IRP 

registered as a political party. However, it was banned in the Central Asian republics 

only the Tajik IRP continued to operate:'? 
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In the early days of civil war the IRP were considered the main opposition 

movement, this prompted Rashid to state that it was only Tajikistan IRP movement which 

was a high stature.' 58 The main aim of the party was to spread Islam and to 

establish an Islamic state. The leaders of party traveled through out the world to look 

for support and this support the party an authenticity59 According to Rashid the 

Tajik Islamists are an exceptional group amongst miltants groups in Central Asia because 

they are combination of various elements which represent the Central Asian Islam giving 

the group more legitimacy than 'other extreme radical groups.6\) IRP attacked the 

government forces and Kulyabi milita from its bases in Karategin, Kurgan Tyube 

Tavildara valleys and Afghanistan turning the civil war in to a guerilla war,ol The defeat 

of Islamists in Tajikistan 1992 led to a number of consequences. Firstly 2000000 

Tajiks migrated to Afghanistan and the party established bases in north of Afghanistan, 

Kunduz and Talogan. Thirdly the tajik were trained and sent back to fight, now 

Afghanistan was directly involved in the power struggle going on in Tajkistan. The 

leaders of the party traveled to various countries seeking support and the Tajik dispute 

soon became an international issue. In 1997 a peace settlement was made soon after 

that the influence ofIRP declined. The losses acquired during the civil war were too great 

for the party and these caused disagreement and disputes amongst the party leaders. 

Many IRP commanders refused to join government and preferred to join Juma 

Namangani, an Uzbek Jeader.62 
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The main reason behind the decline of the party was the general feeling 

about the party among the masses. People thought that the party was no longer working 

for the Islamic cause nor were interested in solving the problems faced by the Muslims. 

The disillusioned members ofIRP fonned Adola! with Islamic revolution being its 

aim. Militant underground groups like, Tauba (Repentance). Islam Lasbkarlary (Fighters 

for Islam), Hizb-I-Islami (Party of Islam)63 decreased the popularity of IRP. Another 

popular radical movement in Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan was Hizb ul-Tahrir 

al-Islami (HT). Even though this movement belonged 10 Middle East it had the largest 

support of any Central Asian lslamist movement. As slated by Rashid its main aim are 

obscure and outdated in nature as compared to the other radical Islemic movements in the 

world today:64 HT was founded in Saudi Arabia Jordan in 1953, with the aim to 

establish the caliphate. The leaders of the party stressed that the methods used by the 

party were non violent their main objective was to win the support of the public 

through sincerity and education. This group denys any links with Taliban, AI Qaeda or 

IMU.65 and believes in peaceful jihad instead of war.66 But due to the repressive polices 

used by the the Central Asian regimes HT leaders were forced to counter them.67 HT not 

only influenced the north of Tajkistan andthe southern end of the Fergana valley, but its 

control could also be felt in Dushanbe. The youth was no! only interested in policies 

but also joined the party. These circumstances not only alarmed the government it also 

took certain steps preaching ofIslam and Islamic activities by the moderator and IRP 

leaders who had joined the government. But it was a kI10\\11 fact that IRP was not very 

popular in the north of Tajikistan.68 HT was unfamiliar of this region due to its denial of 
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Sufism, which was popular Central Asia and its anti-Shia stance. Party magnetism 

(especially Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) is perceived as unable to deliver 

socioeconomic stability and welfare. 69 

The Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (1M!'J) was one movement which shared 

the same aim with HT. But !MD opted a different way to achieve their aim, this party 

emerged in a small town ofNamangan in the heart of the Fergana Valley was led by two 

men in their early twenties, Tohir Abdouhalilovitch Yuldeshev and Jumaboi 

Ahmadzhanovitch Khojaev, who later took up the name of their hometown and became 

Jama Namangani, Their main aim w as to over throw the Uzbek govenunent, and like HT 

it had no value for the official islam nor had any patience and fear of the political 

regime',70 Unlike HT it used violence as its primary method, it was the crack down by the 

Uzbek govenunent which led to the migration of the militants like Yuldeshev and 

Namangani from the Fergana Valley. Vilben the civil war started, Yuldeshev migrated to 

Afghanistan with Tajik lesders and set up IRP in exile, 11 The IRP 

attached Tajik guerrillas to Namangani's group and he moved in to Tavildara valley. This 

Valley remains the IMU', most important base in Central Asia, They also fought with 

govenunent troops.n IMU links with international terrorist organizations increased, and 

U.S. officials then stated that Osama bin Laden was a primary financier behind 

establishment of the !MD. Soon Tajikistan signed the peace treaty it was no longer 

safe for NU to operate from there.D The only option for them was Afghanistan soon 

the !MD bases in Mazare-I-Sharif and in Kunduz, north of Afghanistan became a pan-
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Islamic force. IMU drew fighters from Tajikistan, Kyrzyistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, 

Chechnya, and Caucasus, China's Muslim majority province, Xingjiang, The crack down 

on Islamic militants picked up speed when there was as assassination attempt on 

Uzbekistani president Islam Karimov on 16 February 1999 in Tashkent, in which 13 were 

killed and 128 injured.74 

All the happenings in Central Asia proved that militarism is not 

unavoidable. Islam and politics enjoy a diverse relationship, because all the head of states 

use Islam to make their rule more genuine one of its example is that all the Muslim 

festivals have become state holidays75 The main aim behind regulation, however, 

has been to restrict or prevent 'political organization on the basis of Islam.76 Uzbekistan 

and Dagestan are the most repressed regions. Inorder to prevent emergence of other 

groups such as IMU the government had to allow pluralism. 

The real and the imaginary thrt!ats from the Islamic extremisim lead in 

repressing the democratic freedom and in some cases the authorities have also adopted 

harsh measures against non-militant and even non-political Muslims,77 Due to the Islamic 

extremism repression has increased even in liberal countries like Kyrgyzstan, Between 

Central Asian nations, the threat of Islamic extremism has increased both tension and 

greater cooperation in order to resist and combat the extremists' challenge, 78 Since so 

much conflicts already exists among the Central Asian countries, the tensions have 

overshadowed the cooperation 
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4.4 Causes Of Islamic Radicalism 

There has been a lot of research and analysis done in identifying the main foree 

behind the rise of Islamic militancy and its popularity among the masses, However there 

has been a general agreement among the analysts regarding the basic essentials of the 

militant movements. One is the ideological factors like interpretation of Islam is very 

vital, Similarly drafting of the fighters in the militant group is very much dependant 

on the socio economic condition of the country because the more the unfavourable 

circumstances are more innovative ideas would be possible, Support from external 

sources and financial support are also added advantages, 

After independence Tajikistan faced 50 percent loss in its state revenue 

which it used to receive from Russia, in addition to this Tajikistan also lost the barter 

arrangement with other countries in which it got food in return of cotton and aluminum, 

The civil war had disrupted both agricull:Ural and industrial production of Tajikistan, 

Mainly it was the colton industry one of the major industry in the Soviet time which was 

the worst hit,79 The overall economy of Tajikistan suffered badly and the national 

revenue, living standard, availability of housing, education, health and culture facilities 

were very poor.80At the same time, a rise m the popUlation of Tajikistan was observed, 

with an increase in the unemployment level poverty also increased,s1 
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Due to all these conditions corruption was high in every department82 and drug 

trafficking was cornmon.SJ For example, most of Afghanistan's drug exports to Europe 

2002 passed through the Tajik-Afghan border. This drug export was financial beneficial 

for regional leaders on both sides of the Tajik-Afghan border.1!4 The increase in the 

poverty and unemployment rate drug trafficking became a tempting source of income. 

The drug trade also affected the political process by extending support to corrupt 

candidate.85 

government 10 tried minimized the Islamisls by pressurizing In 

July 2002, after three Tajik citizens were arrested by coalition forces in Afghanistan and 

sent to Guantanamo Bay, the President traveled to the northem town Isfara, made 

a significant speech, stressing on the change in the relationship of the government and 

Islam. He blamed IRP for training people and encouraging extremisim and according to 

him this would lead in splitting the society in to pieces86 He also claimed that 

"extremism" was being proliferated in mosques where IRP members were working as 

clergy. 57 After the visit and speech there was a major crack down on the 

unregistered mosques and many were closed down. The Imsms were discharged due to 

involvement in political activities.sa This crackdown further deteriorated the relationship 

between the Muslims the state. The security was given free hand to interrogate any 

suspicious religious person who they thought would a security threat. Some prominent 

religious leaders claimed that they were called for intermgation and were given verbal 

warnings regarding their political activities. 89 While others were afraid to speak to 
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outsiders without official permission, Ministry of Security (MS) infiltrated religious 

structures90 and the Ministry of Internal Affairs Department No, 8 investigated old cases 

of wartime crimes, despite the peace agreement of 1997, Under such situation it is no 

surprise that people wanted a just social and economic order that existed during the time 

of the Prophet and the four caliphs. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

RADICALISATION OF ISLAM IN TAJIKISTAN: 

EXTERNAL Dll\fENSIONS 

The turmoil in Tajikistan gave outside powers an unprecedented 

opportunity to establish their influence and to safeguard their strategic, political and 

economic interests, These are, the Great Game, (played by the Russi;a, Chine and USA), 

role of important Muslim countries (Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Iran and Turkey) and the 

immediate neighbors (Afghanistan, Uzbekistan), The these important countries 

have for Tajikistan, in one way or another, also gyrate around the religion, which is 

Islam, 

5.1 The New Great Game: Is Islam the Target? 

5.1.1 USA 

The strategic conflict between the British Empire and the Tsanst Russian Empire for 

control in Central Asia is tenned as the Great Game, 1 The powers involved in the game 

demarcated the border between Afghanistan and Central Asia in 18842 The end of the 
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second world war supplanted the United States with Britain as the global power. Now the 

game started for the influence in the Middle East, containment of the Soviet Union, 

ideological conflict and access to resources of region. This period is sometimes 

referred as "The New Great Game".3 Countries like India, Pakistan, Afghanistan etc all 

became the part of the new great game, 

For USA the Central Asian region is strategically very important, as it is located 

close to Russia, China, Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf States, The post 9i 11 event 

growing threat of terrorism, Islamic fundamentalism, narcotics, promoting democracy 

and protection of human rights, enhanced the importance of the region, not only for the 

cOlmtJries of the region but also for the sole supper power. A major area of concern for the 

US in Central Asia is the rise of radical Islamic groups, These groups threatened 

endunmce of the existing regimes ( who supported USA war against terroril;m) and aim 

to establish Islamic governments in their place, USA, Russia and China have complete 

convergence of views as as radicalistaion ofIslam in Central Asia is concerned, 4 

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU). the most prominent radical Islamic 

group in the region, It has its bases in Tajikistan and Afghanistan and it has been 

estimated that the IMU is capable of recruiting and training a multi-national force of up 

to 5000 guerillas within a year, S It is the most potent threat to the stability of entire 

region, Apprehending the dangers of 'Islamic fundamentalist'; the US Congress passed 

the Freedom Support Act in October 1992, aimed at propping up and consolidating the 

new states into viable democratic sovereign entities6 As a policy to counter the growing 
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influence of the fundamentalists, the USA supported the increasing Russian influence in 

the region. However, things changed, as the region attracted long-term investment of oil 

companies. 7 So from this perspective, the containment of both Iran and Russia became 

main concern for the US. 

Iran feels threatened by the presence of US forces in the Persian Gulf and 

Afghanistan, while it viewed the USA involvement and physical presence in the Central 

Asian region to encircle the Iran. To counter this, Iran played a pivotal role in supporting 

the Northern Alliance against Taliban. Iran to considerable influence in Central 

Asia, particularly in Tajikistan, with whom it shares ethnic, cultural, and linguistic ties. 

However post-9/11 developments have changed the whole scenario. S Tajikistan accepted 

US forces on its soil, Turkmen airspace to American over flights has been achieved and 

the creation of US in three Central Asian Republics have sent clear signal 10 the 

Iran thai a conflict with the US, it to open its fronts not only in the Persian Gulfbut 

also in the Central Asia and the Caucasus9 

Out of all the countries of the region, Tajikistan with its uranium enrichment 

facility at Chalovsky (established during 1940' by Stalin and provided malerial for the 

Soviet Union's first atomic bomb) is important for the The American concern is 

over the visits of Iranian intelligence delegations to Central Asian Republics in 1991 10 As 

a consequence James Barker, USA Secretary of Slate, visi.ted Tajikistan in February 1992 

and sought assurance from its leaders that they will not supply enriched uranium to 
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Pakistan, Iran, Syria, Libya and Iraqll Thus an agreement was signed between two 

countries to limit the export uranium. In exchange USA promised to invest in textile 

sector in Kulyab. 12The importance of USA role in the Tajik conflict is clear from the fact 

that Haji Akbar TurandzoDZoda toured the USA and exchanged views on the future of 

Tajikistan and its prospects of peace with USA officials. 13 

With the war against terrorism, Tajikistan became in limelight of world politics. 

Tajikistan, which shares a 750-mHe border with Afghanistan, became a major ally of 

USA and provided its bases to USA forces14 Tajikistan and the USA are establishing 

military and military-technical cooperation on such directions as information exchange 

within the international counter-terrorist operation Enduring Freedom, personnel training 

for the republic's Armed Forces, teaching English to servicemen, providing technical 

assistance for the Tajik army. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld in his trip to 

Tajikistan in 2005 said that the United States and Tajikistan are "solid partners" in the 

war against terrorism "and in promoting peace stability in Afghanistan."1S Some 

military analysts have suggested Tajikistan's Kulyab airbase, located roughly 60 miles 

from the Afghan border as the best potential for US forces. !6 Defense Official Rear 

Admiral John Stufflebeem said 'We would hope to have a capability to get access to 

Afghanistan from the north and the south". "In December 2001, Tajikistan also 

announced that it would provide air bases for US forces, with Kulyab, Khojend, and 

Kurgan-Tyube coming under consideration. In 2002, transport planes from the US, 

France, and Italy used Kulyab airfield to move troops, munitions, and various other 

essential commodities to Afghanistan. ! a 
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5.1.2 Russia 

Russia is considered as one of the major factor in saving Tajikistan from 

disintegration.19 There are different of the Russian interest and involvement in 

Tajikistan. Initially it was limited in the initial stages of the crisis.20 the 

escalation of violence in Tajikistan forced the Russian policy makers to their 

policy. Islamic Fundamentalism21 is considered as the main threat defines for the Russia. 

It is said that if fundamentalism succeeded in Tajikistan, it would have spill over effects 

for Uzbekistan and Russia22 as 8 percent of Russia's own Muslim popUlation lives in 

areas adjacent to Central Asia23 there was that Islamis! feelings will also effect 

them. The fear that the Islamic Renaissance Party (IRP) was gaining the control, Russians 

forced the government in Dushanbe to accommodate the opposition. As a result coalition 

government was formed in 1992.24 The mediation was through the commander of CIS 

forces stationed in Dushanbe25 However the conflict escalated, and as a consequence 

ethnic Russians started migrating towards their native land26 This created pmblem of 

refugees, unemployment, housing, food, etc. for Russia. Also Russia was concerned 

about the growing influence of China, Afghanistan Iran in the region. the main 

source of weapons for opposition is Afghanistan, Russia took a serious of the 

situation and decided to seal off the Tajik-Afghan border on the plea that drugs, 

terrorism, extremism and subversive activities will pour into Central Asia and thrcugh it 

into Russia. 27 In May 1992 Russia, Armenia, Kazakhistan, Kirghizistan, Uzbekistan and 

Tajikistan signed a Treaty on Collective Security in TllShkent. The treaty committed the 

signatory states to undertake co-operative military action under article-4 of the treaty?S 
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The Tajik Cabinet of Ministers ordered CIS troops to protect strategic sites in 

Tajikistan?9 The treaty was further expanded, when it was decided to setup a blue helmet 

force for rapid deployment in any area of conflict within the CIS. Russia, Kirghizistan 

and Tajikistan signed an agreement in January 1993 to consider the external border of the 

CIS as the border of Russia30 Russia sigJtled important agreements with Tajikistan3l 

Similarly a bilateral treaty of friendship and security was signed. Russia agreed to protect 

Tajik-Afghan and Tajik-Chinese borders and take the CIS troops under jurisdiction.12 

The decision was condemned by Tajik opposition and called it as interference in the 

internal affairs of Tajikistan were charged of supplying arms and fuel to the anti-

Islamic forces. Tajik former Deputy Preraier Davlat Usman compared the conflict in 

Tajikistan to the Russian intervention in Afghanistan and called it 

Tajikistan and Afghanistan, a war between Islam and non-believers"]) 

war between 

Russia interference added fuel to the fire. Rallies against the Russian presence 

were held in pro-Islamic regions and Dushanbe and was addressed by the leaders like 

Hajl Akbar Tunmdzonzoda.:l4 lRP leaders showed no faith or confidence on CIS forces. 35 

On the other hand pro-government elements like Kulyab and Khojend regions, along with 

Uzbek and Russian minorities welcomed the Yeltsin decision.36 Russia launched its 

"Near Abroad Policy". The policy aimed as "Russia's tasks are to end and regulate amle" 

conflicts around Russia's territory, to prevent them spreading and to ensure the strict 

application of human rights, especially those of the Russians in the near abroad"J7 With 

the policy Russia recognized as a key player in Central Asia. In order to be active and 

reasserting its influence in Tajikistan Russia supported President Imamali. It is a new 
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development in Tajikistan's politics. Previously Khojendis had the support of Russia, 

while Kulyabis had no extemal support. Thus realizing the importance of Russian support 

Kulyabis tried to get maximum out of the situation and consolidated their power. 38 The 

Kulyabis with the Russian consent, began to gradually drive the Khojendis and 

Tajikistanis Uzbeks out of the Central government and local administrations throughout 

Tajikistan.39 

However Russia have to pay for its involvement. On 13'h July 1993, Ru.ssialll 

border guards were attacked by 200 Mujahideens and 200 Tajik militants, killing 25 

Russian guards.4!l This incident raised the question real involvement of the RUi;sia 

Tajikistan's affair and for the fIrst time a comprehensive Russian policy at normalizing 

the situation in Tajikistan was worked out. It was decided that Russia had special 

responsibility to end all conflicts the former Soviet Union, that its armed forces have a 

special mission to protect the million Russians living outside Russia.'! Yetlsin 

declared that "withdrawing the Russian army from Tajikistan would mean leaving a 

whole nation to perish, something Russia would never allow ".'2 It also decided to seek 

political and diplomatic solution of the crisis and pressurized the Tajik government to 

held talks with the opposition leaders. Russian President convened a Russian-Central 

Summit in Moscow, on the Tajikistan Four important documents are sigued 

which pro~ided the legal basis to legitimize direct Russian role in Tajikistan,43It was the 

under Russian pressure, that Tajik govemment allowed opposition parties to contest 

elections. 41 Tajik opposition candidates were allowed to contest election with a predicted 

result. In February-2000 parliamentary elections, several political parties took part. Also 
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at the January 1996, CIS Summit, lmamali's government was warned that the peace­

keeping forces45 mandate would not be extended indefinitely unless lmamali find a 

compromise with the opposition leaders during the peace talks.46 According to the peace 

agreement IRP members/guerrillas were inducted in Tajikistan's regular army. But still 

the army has 9000 Russian thus the key to Tajikistan's Security is Russian forces 

that stationed the country. With the of Taliban threat of extremist Islamic ideology 

infiltrating in Tajikistan has emerged. This gave Russia a chance to increase its presence 

the country and has formalized the presence of Russian army forces.48 The Russian 

government supplied arms to General Ahmad Shah Masood, to assist him in his battles 

against the Taliban. There is evidence that the Tajik city of Kulyab is being llBed for this 

purpose:9 Russia has not been happy with the establishment of close links between 

Central Asian states and the West; the threat ofIslamic extremism is one way it can bring 

Central Asian states under its own protective umbrella. 

5.1.3 China 

Although for Beijing Central Asia has enormous economic potential for China, 

it's policy is driven by its national concern. China's Muslim majority province Xingiang 

has borders with Kazakhstan, Kryzhistan and Tajikistan. The province faced rebellion in 

1990 when the Kazakh, Tajik, Kil'gh:lz popUlation of the province to join their 

brethren across border with whom they religious, social, cultural, linguistic and 

historical relations. 50 Also IMU and Taliban recrnited Islamic militants and separatists 

from the Xinjiang province and attacked the Chinese security forces. CARs closed 
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Uighur publications, export of arms, propaganda or funds for Uighur separatists in 

Xinjiang.51 In return China provided military help and assistance to the governments of 

Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and kyrgyztan to fight militanl Islam. Thus China realized the 

trans-national threat for its territorial integrity. Thus for Tajikistan, as like other Central 

Asian Republics major economic partner is China. 52 China called summit meeting, of 

China, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Russia and kyrgyzstan in 1996. Demilitarization, 

demarcation of boarders, and joint military patrol were the main decisions of the summit. 

But the creation of Shanghai Five was the most significant of aiL The summit of 1999, in 

Bishkek, became the forum to discuss the threat of Islamic fundamentalism, drug and 

weapons smuggling from Afghanistan.53 Thus radical and extreme Islam became 

focal point around which the major powers of the world formulate their policies. 

policies, unlike the past, are based on cooperation and coordination. 

5.2 Radicalization of Islam from Neig1ibors 

5.2.1 Uzbekistan 

When opposition groups came to power in Dushanbe, Uzbek Presid~lnt, Islam 

Karimov was threatened and was ala.rmed by the opposition at home. He is fearful about 

the extending to Uzbekistan. Moreover, with a Tajik population in 

Samarkand and Bukhara, government in Taskhent could not a new r~olm" In 

Tajikistan, which could demand the return of these regions. Approximately one million54 

each Tajiks and Uzbeks live in each other borders territory. Any man migration of 
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Tajikistan's Uzbeks could invite a backlash from Uzbekistan against Tajik nationals in 

that country. Thus fostering unrest in Uzbekistan. In this backdrop, the most important 

threat for Uzbekistan is the radicalization of Islam in Uzbekistan is started in the town 

Namangan by Tohir Abdouhaililovitch Yuldeshev and Jumaboi Ahmadzhanovitch 

Khojaev (Juma Namangani). He participated in war against Afghanistan. He admired 

Mujahedeen and traveled Saudi Arabia for religious instruction, came under the influence 

ofWahhabism and received funds from Saudi Wahhabi foundations. 5s Yuldeshev and his 

men wanted to declare Uzbekistan as an Islamic state,56 Uzbek government cracked down 

in Namangan, Yuldeshev and his men flee to Tajikistan and joined IRP. He also traveled 

to Pakistan, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia Turkey, Caucasus, wn""" he meet with many 

Islamic fundamentalist groups to raise funds for his aim.Namangani moved to Tavildara 

valley IRP attached guerrillas to Namangani's group. He frequently visited IRP 

headquarters in Talogan in Afghanistan to plan strategies to receive supplies and to meet 

the IRP political leaders. 57 When civil war ended Tajikistan Namangani was not 

happy. As Tajikistan could not be considered as a safe place for Namangani so he moved 

to Afghanistan where Taliban provided him refugee. 58 All this gave president Islam 

Karimov an excuse to crush Islamic opposition. The opposition leaders are imprisoned. T 

border with Afghanistan and Tajikistan had been sealed. Air traffic between 

Uzbekistan and Tajikistan had been stopped 59 Uzbekistan's political organizations are 

prohibited from receiving financial or any other support from outside the republic.co On 

16th July 1992, at a meeting of CIS Foreign and Defence Minister in Tashkent, he 

reqUll,!iited the CIS border troops deployment along Tajik-Afghan border. He also warned 
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Russiaabout the emerging Islamic threat not only for the region but for the Russia also. 61 

Thus played a significant role ousting of the Islamists and democratic forces from 

Dushanbe into the Parnir Mountains and Afghanistan62 Opposition also accused 

Uzbekistan. 63 Uzbekistan became the regional ally of Russia, 

This resulted in interstate conilict In 2000 winter Tashkent cut supplies to 

Dushanbe and Bishkek in order to pressurize the Tajik governments to stamp out IMU. 

Tashkent also started expelling the Tajikistan refilgeles from Uzbekistan who came during 

the civil war in Tajikistan.64 Wbile Tajik government had its own resentment against 

Uzbekistan as it provided sanctuary to several dissents from Tajikistan 65 However a shift 

.can seen in UZbekistan's policy. On 7ill August 1993 at Moscow, President Islam 

Karimov declared that was "no solution to the Tajik Conflict".66 He 

appealed to the UN Secretary General Botris Gall to help 

settlement requested UN observer to be sent to Tajikistan.57 

the search of political 

called on the leaders 

of Tajikistan to resume talks with opposition and announce election. major shift can be 

seen when Islam Karimov invited Akbar Turandzonzoda at the UN-mediated intra-

Tajik peace talks, for consultation68 Islam Karimov also held intra-Tajik peace talks in 

Tashkent. A natural consequence of such a move is to forge alliance between the Tajik 

opposition and Khojendisand to minimize the influence ofKulyabis and Russians. When 

opposition were invited a number of Khojendis also came. With such a move Karimov 

won the regional support his Tajik policy. Karimov convened a Sununit meeting of 

Kazakhistan, Kirghizistan and Uzbekistan. At the meeting "common approach to resolve 



the Tajik civil War',69 was discussed. This started a tug of war between Russia and 

Uzbekistan. 

Although Karimov tried to convince Russian leadership that Uzbekistan is the 

only principal ally70 of Russia in the region, on the other hand 30,00071 Russian troops in 

Tajikistan, make Karimov apprehensive about Moscow. Also Russia backed Rakbmanov, 

a Kulyabi, to counter the Khojendis and the Uzbekistan's influence. Then he accuses 

Russia of neo-imperialism in the region. 72However, erO-55-loorder invasion by armed 

insurgents is a sensitive issue between Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Anti-Rakbmanov 

forces attacked from Uzbekistan 1998, while Military group of Islamic Movement of 

Uzbekistan (lMU) launched attackes from Tajikistan into Uzbekistan territory in 2000 

and 2001. In 2000, Uzbekistan also questioned Uzbek-Tajik hor,der. 

5.2.2 Afghanistan 

Many scholars believed that emergence of fundamentalism and eruption of civil 

war in Tajikistan is the extension of what is happening in Afghanistan. There are ethnic, 

cultural religious continuity between the popUlation of Afghimistan and Tajikistan. 

After Pashtuns, T ajiks are the second large nationality in Afghanistan. Uzbeks and 

Turkmen ranks third and fourth respectively. Dushanbe is just 100 Km from the 

Afghanistan. Most of the present settlers in northern Afghanistan had left Central Asia as 

refugees during anti-Soviet Basmachi Movement (1917-1927) and the Collectivization 

campaigns early 1930'. Leaders of basmachi in Afghanistan launched guerilla 
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operations against communist forces north of Afghanistan. Thus their relations 

cannot be explained through state controlled approach. They have multiple channels. 

From mid 80' the link was established between religious parties in Afghanistan nd 

southern and central Tajikistan. Dr Dani told that it was during Afghan jihad that Islam 

was politicized and fundamentalist movement in Tajikistan started. The reason he gave 

was the Tajiks of Afghanistan are more religious than Uzbeks and had the greater 

potential and capacity to exert Islamist influence on their ethnic cousins across the 

boarder. The fundamentalist parties of Afghanistan had a strong presence along the Tajik 

boarder. The Afghan Mujahideen established contacts with the Tajiks and started 

crossing the border into Tajikistan. They used to smuggle anti-Soviet Islamic and 

fundamentalist ideology literature into Soviet Central Asia via Afghanistan. The 

Mujabideen have been the source of inspiration to the Tajiks. A Tajik intellectual told an 

American Speeialist:... in 1904-5 the Japanese showed an earlier generation of 

Central Asians that Russia was not invincible, the Afghan Mujahideen have demonstrated 

this to the present generation. 73The Soviet intervention re-established links between the 

Tajiks and their brethren in Afghanistan.74 These links were fostered by "same language, 

same culture, same religion and same ancestors in common ".75 Reports about the aetive 

involvement of Afghan Mujahideen in propagating Jihad in Tajikistan began to appear in 

the Soviet Press since 1986.76 It was the Dushanbe anti-Armenia riots of February 1990 

that both Ahmad Shah Masood and Burhanuddin Rabbani, both Tajiks and belonging to 

rama-i-Islami faelions, reacted strongly and characterized it as "freedom movement ", 

"internal revolt" against the "Soviet subjugation"n As a consequence the Islamic cum 
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Democratic opposition have the main support from Afghanistan. As the civil war started, 

opposition from Kurgan, Tyube, and Gorno-Badakhistan crossed regularly 

into Afghanistan to secure arms, training and safe heaven. 78 

order to cut the main support of the opposition, the CIS decided to off the 

Tajik-Afghan border in a CIS Treaty of Collective Security of July 1992. lmamali 

Rakhmanov welcomed decision 79 decision added more fuel in the situation, 

Shadmon Yusupov Chairman of DPT issued a public appeal to Afghanistan asking for 

aid in the ongoing conflict and also against the "interference" of the crs forces in 

"Tajikistan's internal crisis,sO This created panic among 

and situation on the Tajik-Afghan border became tense. 

CIS, Russia and Uzbekistan 

The first armed attacks from outside Tajik territory occurred from Afghanistan. 

Incidents of border violation and armed clashes on Tajik-Afghan border were escalated, 

By the end of 1992, about 50,000 were reported to have been killed in these armed 

clashes, where as more than 6 lacks became refugeesSI these were mostly the opposition 

supporters who fled to northern Afghanistan, These H:aU!$'O~' lived in three distinct areas 

of or around the of Mazar-i-Sharif in Balkh province, Tashqurghan and in the 

province of Kunduz borders directly on Kurgan Tyube82 However Tajik goverrunent 

estimated that by June 1993, 5, 90,000 refugees had retumed.83While Afghan 

Mujahideen leaders provided training to Tajik extremists.S4 
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Tajik government exile in Taloqau, Afghanistan was set up by the Tajik 

opposition groups included of IRP, DPT and Lal-e-Badakhshan. Voice of Free Tajikis~ 

a new radio-station had been also working in Afghanistan,S; which propagated the 

opposition propaganda and Jihad. Not only that the Tajik opposition has been radicalized 

but also they received military and political support from difference forces in 

Afghanistan. The main Afghan Lords Ahmed Shah Masood, Burhanuddin Rabbani the 

Tajik, Rashid Dostwn, the Uzbek and Hikolat Yar, Pashtlln not only shared the 

refugees among themselves but provided military and diplomatic helps to their 

ethnic brethren across the border. 

Abdul Rashid Dosturn with his Junbish-i-Milli-yi-Islami-yi-Afghanistan became 

the regional ally of President Karimov86 and visited Tashkent several times, helped to 

evacuate Uzbek refugees from Kurgan Tyube during the civil war. There have been 

reports that General Dosturn and Uzbek President, Karimov have been trying with the 

idea of creating 11 "Secular buffer state" in northern Afghanistan to cover the southern 

borders of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan which would act as a wedge against the spirit of 

radical Islam,. 87 

President Islam Karimov took the initiative to pursue Russia to control Tajik­

Afghan border and helped the Tajikistan's government to reassert its control over rebel 

strong holds within Tajikistan, Still tholliiands of IRP guerrillas are regrouped and 

received training in Afghanistan. Gulbaddin Hekolatyar's, he is from a town near 
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Afghan-Tajik border, Party Hezb-i-Islami supplied weapons to pro-Islamic forces and 

trained the Tajik fighters in Kunduz33 while Masood's Supervisory Council of the North 

(seN) provided training facilities to the pro-Islamic forces in Tajikistan. '1'!-.,"_ forces 

used to wear the unifonns of Masood's SCN.S9 Burhanuddin Rabbani's, he is 

Badakhshan, lamiat-i-Islam-Yi-Afghanistan (JIA) also provided help to pro-Islamic 

forces.9() Khanabad was the headquater of the Saudi Arabia backed Ittehad-I-Islami( 

wahabi part) in Kunduz. It must remembered that the disturbance that broke out in 

Kurgan tyube was on the arrest ofWahhabi leader, saidov. 

With the rise of Taliban phenomenon the threat of rise ofIslamic fundamentalism, 

Taliban favoured the Deobandi interpretation of islam, and suspected iuroads by the 

Taliban militia into the Central Asian main land has forced the Central Asian leaders and 

Rill,sia to take a concrete stepS.91 Taliban tbreat provides a justification for Russia to 

maintain an armed presence along with political and economic interference in Tajikistan. 

only that it also justified the - Imamali's policies against opposition, but the positive 

repercussion is that the Taliban factor encouraged the Tajik opposition and government to 

enter into negotiation. Abrned Rashid mentioned it was not Islamic zeal that 

made Taliban popular in Afghanistan, rather it was the rise 

against the tajik control over Kabul, beside other factors, that 

Pashtun nationalism 

Taliban a chance to 

control the area, 92It was only after the thousands of Pakistani, Central Asian, Arabs, 

Africans and East Asians who fought for the Taliban that Islamic radicalism with global 

perspective became the leading goal for the Tallban. Thus now top leaders of Taliban 
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wanted to expand their goals beyond Afghanistan into Central Asia 93 The first enemy to 

singled out would Tajikistan because of Russian in Tajikistan. 

President Rabbani also encouraged Tajik peace process in the first meeting 

between Rakhmanov and Nun took place Kabul. But when Taliban captured Kabul in 

September 1996, it forced the government and opposition to intensify the reconciliation 

process and when Taliban captured northeast Afghanistan in 1997, it forced the Tajiles in 

exile in Afghanistan to leave for Tajikistan.Beside the military, political channels are 

used by Afghanistan government94 to solve the Tajikistan's problem. However their 

reconciliatory move did not solve the problem and did not defuse the tension on the 

Tajik-Afghan border. 

5.3 Muslim Countries: Spreading Islamic Ideology or Radicalization'! 

The disintegration of Soviet Union not only provided opportunity to people of 

the Central to reestablish their ethnic, cultural identity but also to reconnect 

themselves with the Urnmah. Islamic missionaries from Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and 

Turkey were the first visitors in the region. These visitors build new mosques, provided 

copies of Holy Quran, and support to Islamic parties. 
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Iran 

Tajikistan, geographically seems very remote from Iranian territory - still due to 

cultural linguistic, historic and economic interests, both countries have co-operated in 

various fields. That is why when pro-Islamic government failed and Russia's influence 

increased in Tajikistan was not regarded with pleasure in Iran. Iranian newspapers 

accused Russia and Uzbekistan for interfering in internal affairs Tajikistan and 

supporting Communists in Dushanbe95 

Tajikistan is the most fertile ground for Iranian influence in the region. Iran 

became the first country to open an Embassy in Dushanbe. Much of the Iran's interest is 

in Persian culture. Even before independence in 1989 Tajikistan opted for 

Tajik as II state language and openly recognized the importance of Persian culture.96 Iran 

welcomed the decision and played a major role in providing teachers, text-books, printing 

manual and publications. However, the change of alphabets and reliance on and frcm Iran 

has created problems for Tajik speakers. Tajik language belongs to the Eastern branch of 

the Persian language family is not identical to standard Iranian Persian. 

Secondly, there are vocabulary differences between Tajik and Iranian Persian 

because Tajik language bedsides the Russian loan-words also have the survival of the old 

Persian tenninology.97 As a remedy Iran setup a Association of Persian language on 19 

Fe!nuary 1992 with Tajikistan, Afghan Mujahldeen and any state wished to join 98 

Besides linguistic both countries have cooperated in various cultural spheres since 1989. 
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Religion Islam is also a source of friendly relations between the two countries, 

Iranian revolution and its spiritual leader Ayatollah Khomeini had great impact on 

Tajikistan (see previous chapter). With independence Inmian electronic media 

emphasized Islamic solidarity and wam against western imperialism. The Iranian 

government gave publicity to the rise of Islamic forces, praising the decision of the then 

President Rakhman Nabiev in 1992 to include members of the opposition in his 

government and hailing it as a "triumph of the Muslim people Tajikistan,,99 Iran 

supported the government of President Iskandarov with money and goods, At the 

headquarter of the Tajikistan TDP military wing; Commander Nazaruddin Zuberdulla 

admitted Iran is helping TOP with funding, food and other supplies, loo 

With the exit of Islamists from Tajikistan, start of civil war and the arrival of 

Russian troops ended the influence, which Iran had acquired earlier in the country, Some 

analysts believe that there cannot be compatability between Shiit Iran and Sunni 

Tajikistan . Muriel Atkin supported the opposite idea .. 10/ Akbar Turandzonzoda, 

repeatedly stated that most inhabitants of the republic do not want to emulate Iran's 

Islamic Republic.102 Similarly IRPT leaders asserted that the country would find its own 

gradual path to an Islamic state rather than follow the Iranian example.10J 

Beside cultural and religious relations the two countries are also involved in 

economic affairs. Two countries discussed joint ventures e,g, in shipping, cotton 
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weaving, transportation, rail, roads and cattle breeding etc. The most important is 

that Iran provided technical and skilled persons and modem technology for Tajikistan for 

economic uplift. 104Tehran and Dushanbe governments have encouraged increased 

political and diplomatic relations. June 1990 was the turning point when Otakhon Latifi, 

Vice Chairman of lhe Council of Ministers, headed a delegation to Tehran to attend 

dealh anniversary of Ayatollah Kllomeini. IO
$ Iran's Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayeti 

as part of his visit to Soviet republics stopped in Dushanbe and met with Tajikistan'S 

President Nabiev and olher officials. lOS President Nabiev also visited Iran and 

emphasized how much lhey and Iranians have in cornmon 107. 

However, when in September 1992, Nabiev resigned, Iran had shown its keen 

interest to mediate Tajikistan internal dispute. But Iran was suspected of being not 

neutral. Indeed, there were reports that supplied arms to pro-Islamic rebels in 

TajikistanlOS and hosted Tajik opposition leaders from 1993 to 1998. But Iran cannot 

relied on its Shia ideology, which is not welcomed in Sunni majority Central Asia. Under 

lhe influence of Wahhabism and Deobandi, modem Sunni radicals considered Shias as 

kafir. Thus major aim the Iran has is 10 curb the growlh of Sunni Islamic radicalism in 

Central Asia. Despite its cultural, economic and political undertaking in Tajikistan, 

Tehran could not playa major role Tajikistan because Iranian's attention is to its 

norlhem border. Furthermore, feeling politically isolated (by USA) lhe Iranians are keen 

10 build its relations with lhe Russia. It depends on Russia for its arms supplies and 

cannot afford to give support to the Tajik pro-Islamic forces,109 
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Inm can outstrip the obstacles by its long coastline in the Persian Gulf, which can 

be used by the CARS for their economic activities. Further Iran also offered closest 

platfonn for airline connections to the rest oflhe world that could also reduce the reliance 

on Russian. Similarly reviving of the Silk Road by building II highway from Turkey 

through Central Asia 10 Western China and creating a rail link by connecting the railway 

at the Iranian city of Mashhad to the Turkmenistan railway could also be quite temping 

for most of the CARS. I 10 

5.3.2 Turkey 

Turkey is considered a natural model for rest of the CARS. 11 1 Ankara moved 

swiftly to build its influence in the (I;gion. In Marcy 1991, Turkish President invited the 

Presidents of all five republics and Azerbaijan to Ankara for future cooperation. I
:
2 It was 

the first major international gathering of the CARS leaders. Turkey is seen by the CARS 

as a bridge to the west, a possible solution their economic needs. Turkey is also trying 

its best that CARS leaders choose the Turkish model in preference to others. III West also 

preferred Turkish model to counter fran. However, it will be wrong to assume that 

Tajikistan is of no importsnce to Turkey. Tajikistan being a Persian speaking state can 

threat the Turkey's interest of Pan-Turkism cooperation. Thus Turkey is playing its 

religious (Sunni) card. Numbers of bilateral agreement.!l4 were signed by Turkey and 

Tajikistan's government. Turkey provided economic and political support to Tajikistan. 

Initially Turkey has been successful in extending its influence in Asia. 
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TUIkish Muslim leaders built Islamic madrassahs in Central Asia to teach 

moderate Islam and rejected radicalism in Islam. However TUIkish intelligence keeps in 

touch with the opposition movements in Central Asia. As a consequence Uzbekistan 

government shut down chain of TUIkish schools, accusing that they support radical 

Islamic groups. 115 TUIkey also funded IMU and anti Taliban forces in Afghanistan. 

However it stopped its support to IMU when IMU linked itself with Talihan. \ 16 

5.3.4 Pakistan 

Pakistan has its own set of designs in Central Asia, which is determined by its 

Indian rivalry. The idea to set up an "Islamic Crescent", from Caspian to Arabian Sea, 

came with the disintegration of Soviet Union and came at a time when Pakistan lost 

frontline status. Also Pakistan was facing the consequences of a new American doctrine 

of containing Islamic fundamentalism and its nuclear programme. Pakistan hoped that it 

could revive its new geo-strategic importance as the ,ml·ew·av to Central Asia. Pakistan 

also seeks support of the CARS on Kashmir and Afghanistan issues. Pakistan, talking the 

timely action, became the first country to recognize all Central Asian states. Of all the 

CARS, Tajikistan is geographically most proximate to Pakistan, with its eastern 

autonomous region of Badakhshan separated from Pakistan by the Afghan Wakhan 

corridor, To enter international trade through shipping Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 

Kazakhlstan can use Karachi port, which is about 1500 miles away from these states. 1l7 



ThUll Pakistan 

Karachi. 

the Central Asian States the shortest access to the port facilities at 

In this geographical setting, Afghanistan occupies the pivotal position in respect 

to transit trade due to network of roads linking KabuL with border towns of Ceutral Asian 

sU!!es_ It is. therefore, considered important that Afghanistan should retumed to normalcy 

in the shortest possible time, otherwise most of the agreements between Pakistan and 

Central Asia will remain unimplemented. At the end of 1991. Pakistan's Economic 

Affairs Minister led a delegation businessmen, industrialist, economists, scholars, and 

joumalista to CARS and met their counterparts and signed memoranda of understanding 

with all five CARS. i is With Tajikistan, Pakistan signed a number of economic 

agreementsll9 

Thus Pakistani religious scholars have made deep inroads in Tajik Muslim 

Society in rural area. The newly formed Tajik Hezb-i-Ayay-e-Islami is developing along 

Paltisltanlama'at-i-Islami pattemUO It has made a strong base among the rural population 

where Islamic revivalism is strong, The Jama'at Chief Qazi Hussain Ahmed called on the 

government "to cOllfront US imperialism and the New World Order by 'Using the Central 

AIiian Republics for a combined fight saying that, Pakistan mUlit provide Central Asia 

with Islamic guidance rather than economic aid n, I2i In March I the Foreign 

Ministers of Uzbekistan Tajikistan directly accUlled the Jama'at of aiming and 

training radicals from their repUblics, The Jama'at also helped IRP to establish links with 
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the Muslims especially the Arab world. m Russia also accused Pakistan for its support to 

pro-Islamic forces aiming to threw the neo-Communist regime in Dushanbe. ,23 

Initially Rakhmanov's government was suspicious of Pakistan's role because of the 

strong support rendered by Pakistan to different Mujahideen groups fighting during 

Soviet war with Afghanistan in 1979. In this war Pakistan's Inter Services Intelligence, 

lSI, gave preference to radical afghan Islamic parties put aside moderate Afghan 

nationalist parties. Thus Central Asian leaders believed that ISI has been supporting the 

radical Islamic groups the region. 124 

After the death of General Zia ul Haq, the successive governments promised the 

Central Asian leaders that they would curb the support the lSI gave to the Islamic parties 

, Taliban and other militant groups in the region and would not allow the Central Asian 

militants to study in Pakistani madrassabs. But all this cennot materialized. The Il\1U, 

HT ands Chechen rebels have sent many of their young men to study Pakistan 125, and 

this has been confirmed by Tajik ambassador that many Tajik students are getting 

religious education in Pakistani madrassahs. However in 1994, Pakistani government 

supported Taliban in order to get security for Turkmenistan, southern Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, gas pipeline, Thus any advance by Taliban in northward antagonized the 

Central leaders and they blamed lSI and Pakistan military, 126 Ahmed Rashid 

argues that Islamabad believes that the present generation of Central asian leaders must 

be replaced by more Islamic - oriented leaders who would look to Pakistan, rather India 

and Russia, for support. \27 
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However, Pakistan's privilege was enhanced when Pakistan played its positive 

role in Inter Tajik Peace Talks (see next section). At the inaugurating meeting of 3'd 

round of Inter Tajik Talks, Foreign Minister of Pakistan said "Pakistan wished to 

build relations with on the basis of non-interference". !28 The efforts bear fruits 

and President Rakhmanov a state visit to Pakistan in 1994. Both countries 

signed number of agreements. 

5.3.5 Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia is not territoriaHy contiguous to the Centr;al Asian region, but 

growing Iran's presence in CentrJd Asia seems to be stimulating the growing Saudi 

presence in the area. Initially Saudi funded few religious literature, 

and donation to the religious institutions, which promoted its in the region. 

Historically Wabhabism arrived in Central Asia in 1912. a result, Sayed Sharif 

Muhammad from established Wahhabi cell in valley. 129This ideology 

was not so popular in the regIon because of its opposition to the Sufism in the region. It 

was only in the jihad against the Soviet invasion that Wahhabism began 

to play its role in the ItvfU and HT Islam derive largely from Saudi's Wahhabism. 

130 Not only that there are evidences that religious groups 

donations from big business community Islamic charities 

Ce.ntr,a\ Asia receive funds, 

1ll1.iU"llU'" leaders of Saudi 

Arabia, who profess wahhabism. IRP leaders also traveled Saudi Arabia to seek funds. 
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These funds were provided to the IRP during the civil war in Tajikistan, to keep them 

joining Iran, III Thus Saudi Arabia did not prefer to build state to state relation in 

Central 132 This policy backfired and all the Central Asian government considered 

Satldis as threat to their region. 

events of September 11 have changed the whole world scenario. The 

rivals, KUSSl:a, and joined their efforts to fight against terrorism and Islamic 

extremism in the world. They developed a cooperative defensive policy to eliminate the 

Isl!lll1l.c e:l{tr;~mJlsm in Tajikistan, without giving due consideration to the underline causes 

of such extrenlisrn. Definitely these powers have their own ends to safeguard. While the 

important and effective neighbors, Uzbekistan and Afghanistan, have fed the extremists 

in Ta:iiki,stan by providing weapons, funds, sanctuary to the militants and rival groups. 

Same is the situation for the other Muslim countries that provided funds, arms, ideology 

and mil:itanlts. 

In order to curb the extremists the world community in >!eIler,al and the lYlLLSHm 

countries principally have to think in wider perspective and abandon investment in 

=~'Hu':m" development and instirution building of Tajikistan. This will help Tajikistan to 

became an effective member of international community. 
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CONCLUSION 

The global phenomenon of Islamic reawakening in the 20'h and 21" centuries 

attracted number of researchers and guide them to explore the underpinnings of renewed 

interest in Islamic culture, history, symbols, ideas etc. Islam as a religion and as a form of 

cultural and political identity has acquired a new meaning not only among the Muslim 

countries as well as countries with Muslim minority. It also piercingly challenged the 

nation state identity of the modem world. Tajikistan is one of such countries which is 

undergoing such experience. After independence Tajikistan entered in the club of 

international community. The membership of this is based on the concept of nation-state. 

However, Tajikistan faced lot of problems related to its new identity. Islam and 

nationalism has been recurred and came in conflict with each other in Tajikistan as both 

forces are powerful and reality of the present age. 

Islamic resurgence is not a new phenomenon. Islam has a deep rooted history of 

tradition revival (Tajdid) and reform (Islah), which started from the early Islamic 

centuries and still exist to the present day. It had different forms that gripped the entire 

Muslim world in one way or the other. Three different periods have been identified in this 

research work that are, resurgence in the history 0 f Islam, Pre Modem or Islamic 

Revivalism, Modem or Islamic Reformism and Neo-Modem or Islamic Radicalism. 

However, there has been more emphasis on the third period in this research. Its during 
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this phase 

Tajikistan, 

two ideologies, Nationalism and Islam are at a conflicting in 

The early history of Tajikistan showed that two separate exi.sted one was 

the cultural composition and the second was the acknowledgment of present name, 

of the major sources for group identities among the Tajiks was 

iangullge were the weak connections but after the Arab conquest and 

the situation drastically changed and religion was soon COllSi(len:d as 

major source of identity, general population did not associate religious with 

politics the mC,delJl sense Ummah did not mean nation, Still the Tajiks shared 

common faith, history and civilization with the rest of the Muslim world. When the 

Russians came they soon found out that in Tajikistan there were different feu<Is1 and 

tribal areas with complexed national composition and cultural sysitenns 

Central Asian natives was a totally new phenomenon since these pec'ple 

The division of 

no national 

feelings, sentiments and they believed in their rulers. The distinction was not between 

Turkic and Iranian groups, but between nomad and sedentary penple, 

KUSSI!Ul thOUght that since they were the representative of the European civilization 

were superior to the natives, But on the other hand they were considered as 

foreigners and intmders by the local population, The feeling of resentment between the local 

people gave rise to the feeling of nationalism which did not exist 

previously. The rep.res!;iou of Uzbeks, Tajiks, and Kazaks etc by the Russians resulted in 
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negative impact on the Russian rule and resulted in the growth of national awareness, Still 

me,deJrll nation state norms cannot applied on such feelings, Muslims identified 

themselves as Muslims them as Christians, The Russians tried to repress the Muslims 

which resulted in disputes, revolts of religious nature, There was hostility towards the 

Russians by the religious leaders and conservatives, It was during this Islamic 

world entered a phase relative decline in economic, political, cultural realm and 

witnessed Dark Age, 

It was during this time period that Modem or Islamic Revivalist movements 

started with their main focus on religious decline, its slllVivai and revival. Andizhan by 

Muhammad Ali; Sufi brotherhood of Naqshbanid was one of the most important and 

prominent revivalist movement in Turkistan, It started in 1898 with the main aim to keep 

the religion alive, Most observers found the primary motivation for this uprising to the 

zealous religiosity of the area The view that foreign element played a vital role was 

highlighted by lot of scholars, observation was supported by the emergence of 

revivalist movements, religiously motivated rebellions in the Islamic world by the 

role that the Naqshbandi and other Sufi orders played in many of them, I For instance 

Mohammad Ali preaching against Russia began after his retum from Saudi Arabia and 

was influenced by the Wahhabism2 Bennigsen and Chantal argued 

on same lines, Russians crushed down tbe revolt that resulted in various aspects, First of 

all it indicated that the natives had questioned the Russian policy in Central 

Secondly the strategy ignoring Islam which was supported by Von Kaufinan came to 



an end. Thirdly supporters of the rebels were punished and ~"v,e..,.1 villages were 

destroyed. The Russians who had migrated to Central Asia were given the fertile lands 

were as the natives were forced to go to barren lands to start new villages. Fourthly more 

military command was placed on local leadership. Fifth was the state control over the 

Muslim educational institutions. Sixth, it was decided to introduce Russian language and 

culture, at least to the local elites. This would shift their focus from the religious 

leaders and would help them in leaming about the modern world i.e. Russia. 4 All these 

opportunities provided the Islamic reformists to fill the gap between tradition and 

modernity. 

This work substantiated the facts that in the mid of the 19th century the ineffective 

efforts made to revive Islam resulted in a campaign by reformists, this movement 

started to the European dominancy in the region. Soon the Islamic reformists of 

Tajikistan started to realize that religion and society were declining as compared to 

Russia. Academia and scholars who were educated realized this. For theses intellectuals 

the importance issues changed and they started to focus more on issues of women 

nI'."S scientific education, political reforms, constitutional and representative forms of 

government, etc. To overcome these problems, they drew scientific spirit, positivism and 

fuith in progress Russian reformers5 It was this time period that Nationalism 

emerged the Islamic reformist not only took advantage of knowledge from the Russians 

but also adopted the ideology and structure setups from IlrK"V This movement was 

more long lasting and had a greater impact than the previous ones.6 
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school of enlightenment was founded by Ahmad Dorush (1826-1897), a 

follower of the modem trends like J amal-ud-ding Afghani and Sir Syed Ahmed khan. He 

was known as Tajik Muslim reformer and his school as enlightenment. 

This school was the start of the revival of national, religious and political thought 7 He 

had a lot of outside world exposure since he was sent to Russia thrice as a member of the 

Bukhara Embassy Thus most of his work was on the lines of Islam, the state political 

policies, western influence and the socio economic conditions state it self. result 

of his work was that by the end of the 19th cenmry and the start of the 20th cenmry all the 

Islamic thinking of the general ITlllSSes was aligned with the thoughts of Ahmad Dorush.8 

It was in the early 20th century; the J adid of thinking also started to and 

was known to produce the second generation of Tajik enlighteners and reformers. The 

Jadid movement through its modern forms and approaches came up with different 

solutions the social political problems. The reformists believed that standing up to 

Russian and challenging them would not bring any results in the revival of Islam rather a 

peaceful treaty and cooperation between both Russia and the Muslim world would have a 

greater impact in the resurgence of Islam9 ln the start the movements more focus was on 

the education filed but as the movement grew stronger its demands also increased. They 

started to demand more educational reforms, cultural and political representation and 

condemned the existing and government systems. lO Soon arguments and conflicts 

stru1ed between Jadids and the supporter of Usul Kadim.ll who thought that there could 

be no made in the Islamic structure and any modernization would prove fatal and 

dangerous for their religion. There are four stages identified in the development of the 
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refonnlst movement of the Muslims of RussiaY The fIrst development was Religious 

reforms in which the old traditionalist thoughts and ideas were modi fied without making 

any drastic changes within the Islamic structure. It was to show that Islamic teaching 

matched the modern and education. Cultural reform was the second development 

which was an attempt to change the literary culture by the mid the 19th century 

Arabic, Persian Chagatay Turkishll were three common languages in the region. 

amalgamation of language was considered as the starting point of cultural by the 

reformists. So a common Turkish language, free of possible Arabic Persian accrual, 

was popularized. Third development was the educational reform which as considered as 

an important mile stone in the rebirth of Islam one of the example is of the Jadid School 

which played an important role revival of Islam. The last is identified with 

political nationalism, this stage Muslim prepared to stand against the Western 

pressure.14 Muslim leaders and Scholars were not only to revive the Muslim 

society politically, which they thought could only made if the society follows the 

modern trends. At this stage pan Turkism and Pan Islamism remained united to each 

other and encouraged the revival of Islam1s Jadids dominated the political in the 

Central Asia up to the Revolution of 1917 and after that it played an active role in 

Soviet government of the region. 

In the start of 20'h century, the Basmachi movement confronted the Soviet rule 

in Central Asia. Though the movement officially carne to an end in 1924 but still its 

activities continued for several more years. Thousands of the Basmachi supporters went 
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in to hiding or migrated to Afghanistan. Thousands of Tajik Basmachis either wenl 

underground or took refuge in Afghanistan. This movement though ended but is still 

considered as a landmark for the radicals in Tajikistan and Afghanistan. With time due to 

conflicts among the leaders of the movement it lost its energy and strength but still 

provided a sense of unity amongst the Muslims and gave confidence and strength to 

stand against the authority. It was through this movement that a lot of leaders came in to 

the lime light later became the symbols nationalism and independence. Due to this 

movement the Russian government never trusted the communist part of Tajikistan and 

always accused its leaders of ultra-nationalism betrayal. 16 can be seen in the 

process of national delimitation, when Tajiks were intentionally divided by the Russian 

gO'/eI1tllnent It was a start of a new era in the history of Tajikistan. 

It has been discussed that in order to increase national consciousness amongst 

people it is necessary to create awareness first create a nation state it is necessary to 

form a nation first after which it can be transformed in to an independent state. case of 

Tajikistan it was a state before it became a nation. Tajikistan was given the status of state 

by the new Bolshevik regime due to some political reasons, it as afterwards that it 

developed as a nation. Hickson asserted that national identity is never created in a 

vacuum. 17 It is a fact that Tajik people existed in Central Asia for hundreds or maybe 

thousands of years. ethnic or genealogical concept can be used for the formation of a 

Tajik nation. In Russia the term nationality was used instead of nations tills was due to 

some political reason. Because according to ideology nations was linked with 

256 



nationalism which meant different states and independent identities. Where as 

nationalities were expected to have predominantly cultural aspirations. ls Still Tajikistan 

did not the status of nation and then that of a state until the establishment of the 

Tajik independent region of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Uzbekistan in 1925. Though 

the awareness of nation hood existed in Tajikistan before the Russian but the modem 

theory of nation hood in Tajikistan was mainly under the of Marxist ideology. 19 

According to Atkin, the Soviet rule purpose of handling the Tajik national identity issue 

was not only to weaken the attempt of uniting Turkistan as a state but also to reduce the 

attraction, the Tajiks might have felt for the Persian speaking communities in Iran or 

Afghanistan. tO The ethnic affiliation of ,.,~,a,~ to Iranian origin communities, nol to 

Tureomans was enough to be distinguished from other Central Asian republics. This 

division has two fIrstly that it should divide one nation from the olher and second 

that it should unite a nation internally 21 

Though Moscow claimed that they were successful in resolving nationality 

issue but the three decades between Stalin Gorbachev way for nationalism that 

was to forth under glasnost. The evolution of Tajik society reached on its peak in 

80s and was differentiated through division in areas like language, economy, politics, 

history." It also a strong force in consolidating nationalism. Nationalist policy was 

based on the lines of modern ideas and historical glories. l3which represented a kind of 

return to korenizatsiya, not by Russians but by Tajiks themselves. However, the civil war 
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in Tajikistan portrayed the weak nationalist feelings along with strong regional 

affiliations. proved to be a reliable ground for future political action and decisions. 

When the Soviet rule ended there two possible paths along which Tajik 

nationalism could have developed. 

liberation movement standing against 

setup in 

was that it could have taken a form of national 

Russian and encouraging new political 

authenticity to the ideology provided by state. Secondly it could have 

the elites and acted as a brake against political transformation for the old order. 2. It was 

the first part along which nationalism in Tajikistan moved and soon after the collapse of 

Soviet rule Tajik lea:deJi'S viewed nationalism as a negative philosophy against their ovvn 

beliefs. Unlike other Central Asian leaders who used nationalism for their own advantage 

by bringing legitimacy and stability in their rule through it 25 Tajik leaders were reluctant 

10 deal with such a new and changed ideology. Above all, it shows, there was no solid set 

of objectives, no moral or ideological foundation, and or frame of for the Tajik 

nation. 

The Tajik opposition movement was satisfied with the restructuring carried out by 

the Soviet govermnent. Soon these movements obtained the nationalist flavour when they 

were linked with the need to reestablish identity, but the leaders remained 

resolute.26 Their lack of political perception and staunch commitment to the status quo 

contributed to the deterioration the past indep~mden(;e situation the country. As far 

as the issue of religion was concerned the Soviet govermnent issued a series of changes 
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like the continuous rejection in accepting as a reality in Central 

destruction caused by these changes in the seventy years of Soviet rule are as follow: 

First, the government based anti-religious campaigns weakened the Islamic structure in 

Cell1tnll Asia's, thus making it to influences corning from Arab world and 

South Asia. The closure of Islamic institution by government also created a shortage 

of religious teachers. Second, was the creation of government appointed clerics which 

followed the state agenda. Due to this instead of getting guidance from well learned 

Islamic scholar's people started to follow ignorant and conservative rural mullahs. These 

state dependant clerics damaged the credibility of Islam and to "parallel Islam." 

In the 1970s, elements of this parallel Islam became politicized. 27 was the policy 

of the Soviet government to oppose other Islamic countries by using its own Muslim 

population like its otlici:al religious leaders etc. This policy led to interaction of the 

Soviet Muslims with other Muslim countries and they were exposed to the politicized 

versions of Islam as well as with a variety of militant nationalist and anti-colonial 

2S 

All this provided opportunity for the res'urgenc:e of new Islam and other radical 

movements to grow, Since there was no proper reinterpretation of Islam people started to 

criticize the Islamic modernist in following the west by adopting models presented by 

them and for adding the western elemelnt in the Muslim societies. Thus new Islamic 

resurgence, radicalism movements started, 

259 



This research emphasised third phase of Islamic resurgence that is Islamic 

radicalism. Those parts of the Muslim world where the Islamic reformists were already 

based became the foundation for Islamic Radicalism or Neo-Modernism. The end of the 

2nd world war is considered an important time for the reformists because soon after 

getting independence Muslim countries started to restructure their societies for which 

they followed two models that were capitalism and socialism. From 1950- 1970 all the 

Islamic countries changed their political, social, economical and cultural systems. It was 

during time that the idea of nation state became popular and the idea of 

transformation in religion was subordinated to nationalism, popular democracy 

and a plethora of novel goals." 29 But alilhesc ideologies proved to be rejected by the 

Muslims who were demanding stronger ties with their Islamic identity. 

With the revival of Islam in Tajikistan, two issues were identified that were 

Islamic survival and Islamic revivalism. The Soviet period can termed as Islamic 

survival; because even with all the efforts made by the government to suppress religion it 

remained the major identity of the Tajik people. They believed that religion controls all 

the aspects of life from birth to marriage till death. Plus under the Soviet rule 

Muslims could not find any model or ideology which they could compare with Islam 

making their belief in their own religion stronger. last ten years of the Soviet rule can 

be termed as the Islam revival period. revival can be seen at three levels, grass roots 

level, upper level and middle level. At grass roots level people have more awareness 

regarding their religion. People wearing religious clothes, beard or any other 
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external Islamic attributes through which they can easily be identified as Muslims. 

Islamic traditions were more imp01iallce like Nikha was preferred over registration 

of a marriage and same case is with divorce3o It was also observed that there was more 

tendency in the younger generation 10 tum towards religion and its impact was different in 

each region. Mastchah, Dushanbe, Kofamikhon, Karalegin, Fayzabad, Kulyab and 

Kurgan-Tyube all areas had traditional forms of religions education and Mosques 

were buil! with private donations,>l 

publication of Islamic literature and religious program by the goverrunenl is 

also a canse of Islamic resurgence. The members of opposition and government 

also demanded elimination unlslamic laws and implementation of Islamic Sharia!. The 

goverrunent, stressing on its legitimacy also tried to calm down the religious leaders 

about their demand of implementing Islam completelyY They considered religion as a 

source of nation building.)) Abdullo Saidov, an opposition leader, suggested the of an 

IslinnJIC state and called for Jihad in order to achieve establishment of an Islamic state h'1 

Tajikistan. He also preseDlted this demand to the CPSU "Ull~l'~ in 1986 to which, 

he was amlSted. arrest aru;:ra,'ate:d a big demonstration in the tmvn of Kurgan Tyube. 

This showed the passion of Islam and Islamic leaders among its believers the spread the 

news of his imprisonment through their well organized networkH After independence 

Tajikistan had no Muftiate; but an Islamic Center which though was not a part of the state 

but was still controlled by the government. This center is run by a Council of Ulemas 
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which comprises of 27 official Muslim leaders. These Ulemas are elected after 

three years, the center controls and regulates all Islamic organizations in Tajikistan.35 

Tajik Muslim leaders demanded the creation of a Mufliale along with a powerful 

leader who could assert the rights oflhe Muslim community. However, Tajik government 

seriously condemned the idea with the apprehension that this would create an alternative 

centre of power within the country36 This policy was not successful because government 

gave space to religious leaders of other religions who had different ideology, ambitions 

and financial power. there were many government appointed clergy, who were happy 

with the current system because due to this they were able to freely follow their religious 

rights, beliefs and rituals. return all they had to do was to loyal to the government. 

They had more rights and freedom than the Imams Uzbekistan because they were not 

given instructions as what to talk about during the Friday sennon's.37 

Along with internal factors, there were certain external factors that gave a new 

shape to Islam in Tajikistan. As a result ofthese factors labels like radical Islam, extreme 

Islam, militant Islam or fundamentalists were associated with Islam. This was an external 

dimension and not the result of the traditional Islam that existed in Central Asia, The 

internal factors for the revival of Islam Tajikistan resulted in the acceptance of the 

external influence. 
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In external influences, Russian federation is an important factor. After losing 

Afghanistan, Russia could not afford to lose another state. The danger of fundamentalism 

was the best policy adopted by the Russians to keep the Tajiks and the other Central 

Asian states under its influence. Plus it used its Russian minority present in Tajikistan to 

stay their. failure of Russian army in Afghanistan and Chechnya lowered down its 

self-esteem. Tajikistan supported Russian armed forces to recover in the struggle against 

Islamic extremists. President of Uzbekistan highlighted the Russian policy about 

Tajikistan. He identified the opposition as a threat to stability of Central Asia and Muslim 

parts of Russia. He accused Russia for creating disorder Central Asia and further 

attributing the term fundamentalism with Muslims. The Russian support for the 

Rakhmanov really confused the opposition38 real reason behind all this was that the 

Uzbek president could not afford an Islamic goverurnent in Tajikistan because of Islamic 

activist in his own region. These activists could take the Islamic goverurnent as a model 

and create problems for him. That is why he allowed pro nabiev Popular Front m 

1992 to use its territory for military 1.1<""ll1l1.1$ and to launch attack on Du:sh,mbe. Gharm 

and Badakhshan, were bombard from Uzbekistan, where opposition held strong hold. 

This shows how karimov perceived Islamic radicals as a threat. Due to these attacks, 

Shodmon Yusuf him Uh,englz of twentieth century.19 Further was accused 

of being far behind the Islamisation of Tajikistan. Whereas, the truth was that carried 

natural similarity between the Persian speaking people of Tajikistan. Therefore, it did not 

need to establish its own goverurnent in Tajikistan.4D 
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The arrival of funds, Korans, liteTature and mullahs from Saudi Arabia, Iran and 

Pakistan all promoted Islam in Tajikistan in their own ways. The ahsence of any official 

Islamic leadership gave an opportunity to fundamentalist groups to remerge. The 

government of Tajikslan refused 10 allow religious education in official schools resulted 

in foonation of unofficial Islamic Schools:1 Ma:sse:s found their own way to spread Islam 

by forming mosques and other Islamic centers on their own, 

The war against terrorism was the only issue on which China, Russia and USA 

agreed on. It was decided that their was a dire need 10 eliminate terrorism in the region, to 

safeguard their own interests. However, Tajik government like other central Asian 

governments also tried to make the opposition to work with them on the of 

terrorism, 

This study supports view thai out all external influences, the impact of 

Afghanistan jihad on Tajikistan has the strongest. There are certain other 

transnational influences have played a major role in the growth of religiosity and 

radicalization Islam III Tajikistan, Situation Afghanistan has al ways affected 

Tajikstan and its population; reason being that Tajikistan shares the largest boarder with 

Afghanistan. Therefore, it is more exposed to political developments and religious 

movements Afghanistan. Army in 80s sent Central Asian Muslims, including 

Tajiks, to fight with Afghan Mujahiddens. However, this turned out to a blessing in 

disguise, because Tajiks got an opportunity to interact with Muslim leaders and Urnmah. 
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The scope this interaction further increased when Muslims from Pallcistan., 

and Iran reached Afghanistan. They shared Islamic knowledge with Tajiks and Uzbeks 

Muslims. seek more information of religion Tajiks and Uzbeks started to travel secretly 

to Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. They also received education Madrassahas as well as 

training in guerrilla warfare. Recently it has been observed that Muslims throughout 

world have been obsessed with the spirit of jihad. Consequently, USA encountered 

dilemma of cold war, supporting the radical Muslims to fight with Afghan Mujahiddens.42 

so it can be said that Muslims rediscovered the Ummah, 

isolation. 

three generation 

The relationship developed between Tajikistan's IslaIl"Jsts and Afghanistan's 

mujahideen during Jihad continued to thrive. Thus Afghanistan became a facilitator to 

export Islamic revolution to the central Asian republics of Soviet Union.4
] Most of the 

support of Islamic opposition bad come from the areas near the Afghanistan border. The 

war and RahknJanov's victory provided more chances for new and more militant 

Islamists, such as Hizbul· Tahrir the IMU, to gain more power among Tajikistan's 

Muslims. As a result of Afghan Jihad, Deobandism and Washbasin the two important 

Sunni Islamic sects held control in Tajikistan. lMU, HT and IRP are the examples to 

quote. 

Facts verify that Islamic radicalists were successful among the urban educated 

middle and lower classes like students, teachers, government employees, unemployed 
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youth, etc and were considered as "strength" of the radicalisms. However, it was during 

this time 0 f Islamic resurgence the west tagged the Islamic revivalism as 

Fundamentalism. Muslims carrying the flag of were teImed as terrorists. teIm 

fundamentalist has been with; struggle western political economic 

control, rejection of modernity western way of life4s and the problem associated with 

retire states.46 

Elements Islamic fundamentalism are present some radically minded 

activists wanted an Islamic state. These activists were very few in number and were 

under the leadership of unofficial Mullahs. They were trained far flung areas away 

any official clergies. The roots radicalization started in Tajikstan at the time 

when Haji Akbar included Imams, Peers Mullahs within the prominent official 

pcsitions.47 These people established the core of Islamic Renaissance Party. Ifwe analyze 

the situation it seems that the IRP oC\;anle the focal opposition movement in the early 

days of the civil war, prompting Rashid to conclude that no other Islamic movement in 

Central Asia had ever been given a cl1:aDc:e as Tajikistan's IRP had received .'48 The 

main purpose of the party was to promote Islamic spiritual revival and not to establisb an 

Islamic state. Tajikistan had gone a long way on the path of secularization; therefore, 

Badakhshanis were of the view that secular Tajikistan would be more prospering and 

flourishing. In that situation even Islamic radicals wanted to have an Islamic state, the 

public would not accept it. Whereas, the opposition held the view that Islam was 
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important to regain the identity of Tajiks they had lost durmg the Soviet rule,49 Thus, 

none of the opposition proposals ever put the secular basis of the state in danger. 

After the peace treaty of 1997, the popularity of the IRP declined dramatically, 

this was due to the losses acquired by the party during the civil war were great thus 

the party lost its credibility and appeal in the masses, There were ."", .. r:.1 other reasons for 

deterioration, for instance, joining of Haj i Akbar Turajonzoda in the government, 

membership Sharif Himatzoda in the parliament, inclusion rebels into army, 

Along with some other concessions made to the public by the state the Tajik refugees in 

Afghanistan were also allowed to come back The conflicts and disputes between 

party leaders was also one the reason of decline of the party, Many IRP commanders 

refused to join government and preferred Juma Namangani, an Uzbek leader.5o 

leadership changed with the death of Abdullha Nuri and Mohin-ud-din Kabiri was given 

charge in his place. He was known as liberal and modernist and believed in political 

structure that would help in spreading Islam 5 
I He also asserted the need for constitutional 

frame work 

Hizb ut-Tahrir al-Islami, wanted to reestablish the caliphate system with one 

single state over the Muslim world, 52 This concept was popular in north of 

Tajikistan and increased its influence to the southern end of the Fergana valley and 

Dushanbe, The younger generation was more interested in the policies of and 

started joining the party, situation alarmed the government and the President asked 
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the moderate and the IRP leaders who had joined the government to preach and 

Islamic educational activities. IRP was not so popular in north of T'\iikistan.5J The 

government of Tajikistan accused of working against Islam and banned it.54 

Because HT had rejected Sufism was very popular in Central Asia and due to anti-

Sma campaign, the Shia cornmunities in southern Uzbekistan and eastern Tajikistan 

remained at a distance this movementS5 liT also opposed Jews and openly 

and had ignored the fact that a large Jewish cornmunity lived Central Asiaso The 

movement was concerned more with international issues rather than daily life problems. 

It also wanted to take over each country and transfonn it in to an Islamic political state 

without giving any thought to sensitive economic, social and political problems of the 

region.57 

The Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan shared HT's aims; however, their way of 

achieving targets was different. The primary 

government and they started to accomplish 

of IMU was to overthrow the Uzbek 

objective through violence, The 

crackdown by the Uzbek government resulted in migration of the Uzbek militants from 

the Valley to Tajikistan. "'nen civil war started, they moved to Afghanistan with 

Tajik leaders and set up IRP base in Talogan58 IMU also started to make more 

international contacts with terrorist organizations and officials claimed that Osama 

bin Laden was a primary financier behind the establishment of the IMU. With the signing 

of peace treaty in 1997, Tajikistan was no longer considered as a consistent base for 
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Namangani operations.59 For them the only option available was Afghanistan. The 

Namangani did not show any political flexibility and were against the peace treaty. 6U 

The facts are substantiated that Islamic ideology was gaining popularity among 

the people of the region. Quarries regarding the supporting factors that provoked Islamic 

militancy and its appeal to the population have been the subject extensive and 

analysis. Different analysts have different views over this subject. It IS that 

interpretation of Islam is the core of militant movements. It was observed 

that of the followers and fighters in the militant groups depend on the social 

and economic conditions of countries in they operate. Generally, unfavorable 

social and economic conditions of a country are an ideal environment for such groups. 

While support from external sources, ideological and financial, is considered as an added 

advantage. 

After independence, Tajikistan lost nearly percent of its state revenue which 

was transferred from Moscow, the barter system that brought food from countries in 

exchange for cotton and aluminnm was also severely damaged. The civil war had 

disrupted both agricultural and industrial production. It was the cotton industry that faced 

major loss6l since then, economic reforms has been uneven, privatization has 

occurred mainly in the services sector, and the overall economy remains in the state 

decline. National revenue, housing, education, health and culture facilities issues were no 

longer significant.62 Eighty percent of the population lived below the poverty line'"' 
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Roger Bracke, head of International Federation of Red mission to Tajikistan told 

that "we have seen children digging among rat holes in wheat fields, searching for the 

hoarded by the rodents for the winter. Competition with rats for food was a horrific 

illustration of the people's battle to survive"M At the same time, population growth in 

Tajikistan increased, especially in rural area.os The poverty increased reason being 

unemployment particularly for youth.66 

Internally, the threats of Islamic extremism have further strengthened state 

measures towards it. This has lead to restriction on democratic freedoms and adoption of 

harsh measures against non-militant and even non-political Muslims.67 Repression has 

increased even relatively liberal countries like Kyrgyzstan. The threat of Islamic 

extremism has increased tension as well as cooperation among central Asian nations in 

order to resist and combat extremists.63 However the level of tension is more than the 

efforts for cooperation due to increased disorder in Central Asian countries. 

In July 2002, three Tajik citizens were ~rr,.d"n by coalition forces in Afghanistan 

and sent to Guantanamo Rakhmonov traveled to the northern town of Isfara, and 

made a significant speech in which he criticized the lRP in training people to become 

extremists which would result in splitting the society.69 claimed that "extremism" was 

being proliferated in mosques where members were working as clergyJO After the 

speech there was a major crack down on unregistered mosques. Some of them very 

closed down and in some, number of imams were dismissed for "political activities,,71 
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This crackdown created more gap between the state and religious figures and has 

increased dissatisfaction among Muslims. It been seen that population of Tajikistan 

supported the movements that are similar to the time of Prophet (PBUH) and four 

caliphs. Paula Newberg72 argued that across the region, weak economies are failing and 

rule of strongmen has become well-established. Armed militancy has grown, not as 

ideology but as a way to express disagreement when other means are unavailable. 

Although there is no common formal definition on the concept of nation, many 

scholars on some of its features. For example, according to Kellas nation is a 

group of people who form a community on the of similar histort, culture and 

common ancestory.73 He that nations have a purpose which may include a territory, 

a language, a religion, or common descent. For some it is • the SUI)reme loyalty' for 

people are prepared to die for their nation. 74 Tajiks as a nation do have objective and 

subjective characteristics, but what is missing is the soul of nationalism. The nation slate 

sv,;telm adopted, after independence, did not provide a sense of identity. The nationalist 

elites also were unable to establish their legitimacy and meet the of people. In such 

situation, a heritage, against other nationalities.75 and most important common 

destiny for the future 76 can playa key role in building a national consciousness. Tajik 

national identity with the passage of time will take a roots but for that again the 

leaders have to adopt such policies which will to develop a sense of common future 

for its citizens. The post 9/11 developments are indicators of resurgence nationalism in 

Tajikistan but again in scenario, Islamic forces seem to brighter prospects. To 
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provide Tajiks their complete identity, only Islam can playa role by emerging as the only 

stabilizing factor. 

The Islamist movement throughout remained the major opposition the 

Tajik government. It is seen Tajikistan \\>111 tum in to a secular state with some 

tolerance for religious activism.77 The possibility that Islamic forces will be to canry 

out their agenda for a religious state remains remote due to following facts: One of 

the facts being that most of the religious leaders have received education under the Soviet 

system instead of Madrassahs due to which they easily accept the modern ideas. Even the 

mullahs are following trend. Such groups of people who are influenced West 

beliefs it seems difficult that they would accept the mullah's concept of Islam. Furthermore 

Tajikistan's population are fur better educated, their exposure to science and technology is 

greater, they have been greatly exposed to seC:UllU world view, than the population of any 

other Muslim country. The Soviet controlled educational system has chall1g<:d the conceptual 

enVlromnent of the masses; it has transformed the intellectual multi·faceted opposition and 

presented different factions, ideas. 

Out of all the Islamic opposition movements, joined the parliament and 

the new leadership consisted liberals and moderates. HT and u\II.U drew its JOeol()gy 

that is extremist Islam, from the external sources which were foreign to the region and 

did not mention the real problems of the region. With the passage of time they lost their 

popularity and following. This happened due to the policies adopted by the government, 
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because the policies of Tajik government would determine the political future as well as 

nature and extent the Islamic revival the country. Authoritarianism reigned 

supreme, democracy was suppressed, and the Islamic revival curtailed, often through the 

use of force. The government response to the Islamists were crackdowns in which not 

only militants but also thousands of ordinary practicing Muslims were tortured and 

imprisoned long periods.78 The draconian measures enforced by the government 

forced even moderates and liberal refonners to the rapidly swelling ranks of the 

militants. Due to this there was a decline in the economy and drug trafficking, ethnic 

unrest and terrorism increased.79 The way Best to eliminate the extremist 

elements from the country is to allow the Islamic practices, which would result in better 

economic and social conditions. 

Tajikistan is dependent on Russia for economic and military support, Russia 

caunot tolerate an Islamic government in Tajikistan. Rakhmanov's government supported 

Taliban coalition in order to military. economic and political support from 

Russia. In addition, Uzbekistan's leaders are afraid of 1I:"'!O"'''' revolutionaries and will 

do everything possible to isolate Tajikistan as long as they consider them a threat so There 

are different ways through which Afghanistan can influence Tajik population. 

Therefore, peace and economic developments are the prerequisite the better 

nonnal relations between the two govennnents. In war against terrorism, Tajikistan 

joined the international commtmity. Aid from the West and support in rebuilding the slate 



apparatus, rehabilitating agriculture and reconstructing of economy could play huge share 

not only stabilizing Tajikistan but also in showing its neighbors the advantages of 

joining the global community and to international of behavior and 

nation bUilding. 31 

Tajikistan's govermnent is at a critical crossrnads. It can either consider the rise of 

Islam as terrorism, extremism or radicalism or as a part of reviving society and an 

emerging civil culture. For this, it has to make a distinction between Islamic actlvl"tS. 

extremists, and terrorists. It seems in the future the Tajik government has to opt for the 

second option and for this; it has to provide a room for the supporter Islam to eXf)re!.s 

them selves in a democratic manner. far as nationalism in Tajikistan is considered 

with the passage of time it will going to take firm roots because being the member of 

international community Tajikistan has to depend on nationalism for survival. 
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Appendix-II 

ENVER PASHA'S REBELION IN TURKESTAN 

In the latter part of March, 1922, Enver Pasha with 200 sowars and Machine-guns 

left Bokhara for Kizil Tappa to fight the Bokharan rebels. The following day news was 

received in Bokhara that Enver Pasha and his men joined the rebels. The at that 

time were said to exceed 20,000 divided into 3 main bodies, at BOOsun, Termez and 

Shahr-I-Sabz respectively. Bnver Pasha was appointed leader. The object of the rebel 

was stated be the occupation of the whole Bokhara and reinstatement the Amir of 

Bokhara. The available Bolshevik troops were inadequate to meet this threat and every 

effort was made to bring up reinforcements. On the 20,h April 15,000 well equipped 

troops from Samarkand and Chrujui were collected at Kagan, 8,000 of these being 

subsequently sent to Karshi, which place the rebels from Shahr-I-Sabz endeavored to 

surround. Heavy fighting is reported to have ensued and the Bolsheviks claimed that they 

had defeated the rebels and driven them towards Samarkand. A report dated the 2nd May 

stated that heavy fighting was in progress .Termez which place had been isolated 

from Kilif by the rebel occupation of Chusbk Guzar 

The Bolsheviks at this period were hard put to it to hold the to\\.11S on the railway 

whilst the rebels were reported to be in great strength and to command the province. On 



the 10th May rebels attacked and captured the town of Shahr-I-Sabz after fierce 

fighting, The Bolsheviks continued to concentrate troops at Karshi, TheEx Amir at this 

juncture distributed notice~ throughout the province calling for a Holy war against the 

Bolsheviks. These notices stated that Amir did not to became king again but 

wished to help clear the foreigners from Islamic territory, A attack on Kermineh on 

the II th May failed after 6 hours fighting and the rebel withdrew un pursued. On the \9'h 

May Enver Pasha was reported to be proceeding from Baisun 10 Shirabad, tbe rebel al his 

command were estimated at 30,000, and the immediate object was the capture ofTermez, 

which was still holding out, and for the relief of which Bolshevik troops were advancing 

from Kerki. 

The rebel forces entered Termez on the g'h June but were eventually driven off 

and the river route opened to Termez . fighting was continued six miles north and east of 

the lown, In the mean time Enver Bey, personally commanding a rebel detachment had 

captured Shirabad inflicting heavy losses on the Bolsheviks. During June Bolshivikes 

continued to bring reinforcements almost daily into Charjui, Karshi, Guzar and Kerki. In 

middle of June heavy fighting took place round Shahr-I-Sabz which the Bolsheviks 

occupied. Further fighting in the neighbour ofDerbend resulted in a reverse for the 

Bolsheviks, who decided to concentrate a sufficient force at Karshi to defeat Enver. In the 

middle of July Enver was reported to be between and Shar-I-Sabz; rebel forces 

25,000 having captured the latter on July 9'h and advanced to with in six miles of the 

former place. The Russian troops in that area were estimated to be not more than 15,000. 
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battle was fought near Guzar lasting 24 hours, the Russians losing one fort and the 

town beign practically surrounded by rebels. Casuelities on both sides were said to be 

heavy. same time rebels attacked the Russian outposts at Bokhara after 

three days fighting were driven back, with heavy loss, by troops arriving from Kagan. 

The rebels were also reported to have renewed their attacks on Termez during this period, 

their number in this area being estimated at 20,000 under Beg Effendi. 

On 10th August the Bolsheviks announced that they had defeated the rebel 

forces ofEnver Pasha and had occupied Baisun. Subsequently reports stated that Bnver 

had been killed, these have been repeated and denied frequently, though the weight 

of evidences is in favour of his death. x 

The back of the rebellion appears to have broken by this defeat, but 

rebels have taken up a guerilla warfare in the Eastern mountains of Bokhara which seems 

likely to continue for months, if not for years. 

x 

Source: 

" Times" dated 10.11 states their Meshed correspondent reports 

Enver to be certainly living. 

(ltd). PM.R 

OIOC Catalogue No,LIP&S/lO/837, Accession No, 987, National 

Documentation Center, Islamabad. 
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INTERVIEW WITH 

TAJIKISTA.~ AMBASSADOR 

Q: There were emerging signs of Tajik nationalism under Gorbachove, then 

why civil war started in Tajikistan, which shows that nationalillm fails in the 

couutry? 

Ans: Up till 20th century, there was no word as nationalism for the Tajiks. Nationalism 

had been taken in a negative sense. After independence, there were economic and 

some other problems that were exploited by some segments! leaders ofTajikislan. 

So coalition government was fonned and that even cannot solve the economic 

problems. That government was a failure. Peace agreement was signed, 

Leadership has been changed. Mr Nuri is dead, he was 59 year of and his 

deputy Mohinuddin Kabiri, is a liberal and moderate and is a PhD politics and 

was my ex student. Tajik people are more patriotic than nationalist. 
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· Q: In Tajikistan, do you agree that Islamic resurgence is more at society level 

than among the upper level that is government? 

percent to 97 percent Tajiks are Muslims. Tajikistan, still is a secular 

democratic state. Government level has Shura-e-Ulma, who advises Mufti. Mufti 

in Tajikistan gave fatwas. Regions have their own Muftis. A leader of Muftis is 

Imam Iman Ullah khan. Mosques are registered with committee of Religious 

Affairs. In this way govemment helps to understand Islam and there is no 

confusion among masses related to any religious ,~~""'. 

Q: After independence how you see Islam in Tajikistan? 

Ans: From 1991 to 1997, religious groups like Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, they are 

active in Tajikistan. Out ofthese only 10% to 15% are the Muslim groups, like 

Agha Khan Group. They came to help poor people. All of them were active at 

different regional levels with uo net work for whole of the country. 

Peace agreement was signed between opposition government. That was 

remarkable. It was signed not because of some conciliation between different 

ideologies but due to the fact that there was realization among the leaders that war 

is of on use and they have to work together for the development of the country. 

Now the Whole country is under the government control. President Imam Ali 

Rakhmanov, gave emphasis on education. Modem technology has been preferred. 
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Two schools are built for orphans; quotas are for the girls in universities. The 

point to emphasis is that we pay more attention to the development of Tajikistan, 

Q: It has been said that radicalism in Islam in Tajikistan has external 

dimension, like jihad in Afghanistan. Do you agree that Islam in your 

country has been radicalized? 

No, I don't agree that Islam in Tajikistan has radicalized. Hizbul·Nizhat·j· 

Islam, IRP, is working with the govenunent. Hizbul-Tahrir is banned in the 

country on the plea that its against Islam and it has 

lost its following in Tajikistan. 

formed by Jews. Its 

Q: How you see future of Islam in Tajikistan? 

Ans: More preference is given to the education rather than religious educatiolL 

Students in Tajikistan are more civilized, This civilized the religion which is 

good. Even in Kulyab region, a Mullah established a school; it's a school on 

modem lines with modem education, 

It, religion, also depends on important factor and that is in those places where 

people don't have modem facilities or clubs or schools or inns or theaters people 

definitely go to the mosques, But in places like Dushanbe, where are 

theaters, clubs, entertainment facilities people hardly to mosques, Its all about 
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facilities. People of Tajikistan are as patriotic as people of Pakistan. 

Q: After 9/11, Russia and USA pressurized TlI.jik government to controllslamic 

Militancy? How government responded to tile public criticism? As in 

Pakistan president Musbll.raf lias to pacify tile opposition and tile public. 

Aus: The war against terrorism is not a war against Islam. Its against narcotics, 

terrorism and rule of Talibans' . president told in a conference 

Kazakhistan that Islam is a clean religion. But terrorist have no religion. Its not 

Islam are targeted its terrorists will be dealt with iron hands and 

T~i.kistan is with the international community in war against terrorism. 
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Th'TERVlEW {DISCUSSION WITH 

DR AHMED HASSAN DANI 

Q How you see a Tajik society? 

Ans. I have been visitirtgTajikistan since 1964 and I have given the citizenship of 

Tajikistan also. So I can say that it's some what like Pakistan. Their culture, 

customs, way ofliving all resembles Pakistan, even the food. Except that 

Pakistani has more spicy food than Tajiki, even Tajik people eat bariani, which is 

the most favorite in Pakistan. Even Dholl, drums, which Tajiks beat on their 

marriage ceremonies, just like the same we use in Pakistan. North is more 

developed, industrialized and with political consciousness. South ofT<\iikistan 

resembles Pakistan. More villages are in south; their way of living is just as 

Pakistan. If some one goes from Pakistan to south of Tajikistan one cannot frod 

any difficulty over their. You feel at home in Tajikistan. 

Q. Its mean in Tajik society there is clear demarcation for the male and female 

roles, like Pakistan? 

Ans. Yes, Male are preferred to do work in the fields, outside jobs and females they 

stay at home and take care of their family. Pakistan rural Tajik the 

rural areas preferred to have large family. More children are considered an assert. 
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Q. Its mean Tajik have more influence on Pakistan or it's the other way 

round? 

Ans. Its both the way. 60 percent of blood ofpeopJe of Pakistan came from Central 

Asia. Tajik came to Pakistan. Urdu is derived from the Tajik Farsi and not 

from the Iranian language. Kashmiri language resembles the Tajik language. 

Islam in the region came from Central Asia. Same is the case related 10 dress, 

shalwar kameez, kelash caps all came from Central Asia. Even Ihe system of 

government came from Bukhara Samarkand the sub continent. As Trudia is 

the important place between Central and South Asia so from Pakistan 

it's the Buddhism that penetrated to Central Asia. 

Q. What impact Russians have on Tajik society? 

Ans. The same British had on our society. Strong Russialll influence can be seen in the 

major cities of Tajikistan. Almost alilhe important cities have all the recreation 

facilities, thealers, cinemas, modem schools, universities, hospitals and even the 

modem educated elites. In the mral areas strong Tajik customs and way living 

are still survived. 
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Q. How much it has its impact on the religion of the Tajik people? 

Ans. Strong religious way of living can be seen in rural areas. As Soviet government 

Cilllllot penetrate in the far flung areas of Tajikistan, still people observe religious 

festivals and majority of the people preferred to offer pray, five times, the 

mosques. Even in majority houses of the villages, had underground rooms. In 

those rooms they gave religious education, like teaching of Holy Quran, to the 

children and they covered the top of the room with rugs or furniture. One Cilllllot 

guess they had such a room under their house. Also the rural cornmunity was 

so much knitted together that if some Soviet officials came 10 their village, they 

immediately spread this news to their fellow villager and it's a signal 10 take 

precautionary measures and hide all the religious or Islamic literature. 

urban areas oue can find hardly few people go the mosques and 

ray. Still 

majority of the Communist party Of Tajikistan members have a preference to 

observe a religious life cycle rituals. 

Q. This means, faith that is religion was stronger under soviet rule? 

Ans. Yes. Main reason this was the realization that Communists are anti Islamic 

and trying to make people Kafir, unbeliever. That was more related to way of 

living. Even for example Communist Party members registered for their 
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marriages but when carne horne they nikkah. and they tried to follow 

all the rituals related to religion. In rural areas also people follow their religious 

traditions. 

Q. Beside faith, what are the other means which helped the Islam to survive 

under he Soviet rule? 

Ans. are diferent ways to your faith structure, as in a 

family system grand mother tell children about their religion. Than 

strong sense of community also helps to keep the religious feelings intac!. 

Your eating habits also are the one way to make you remember that 

you are a Muslim. 

External influence is also important. People Tajikistan, for instance were keen 

to about the Iranian revolution and also the afghan jihad was considered as 

a part of the revival of Tajik religion. For me the important source was the 

Muslim foreigners who visited Tajikistan. Once I was offering a namaz in a 

mosque that a man carne to me and when that I am from Pakistan he 

asked me so many qu'astJlon related to religion and also he asked me a gift of 

QUlran. I had only small holy Quran so I gave it to 
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Q. Do you think 

language? 

language was more influenced by the Iranian 

Am. No. Iranian Farsi is modernized, while Tajik language is the old Persian. It's more 

difficult to learn understand than the Iranian langulige. Shah-e-name-e-

Firdousi is also a the Tajiks house in the country has 

this book. Also they considered prestigious to read A11ama Iqbal. In rural areas 

where people cannot 

Shabnama. 

and write, still majority of them do memorize the 

Q. What you think are the main problems in building a strong tajik nation? 

Am. Regionalism and "J".''''Ul was carved by Stalin. A Khojend district 

Uzbekistan was moved to Tajikistan. Decision never liked by the Khojendis 

who always tried to maintain their links with Uzbekistan. Still the older 

generation remembers the period when their area was not a part of Tajikistan, and 

they considered their distinctness from Tajikistan, south of Tajikistan, as 

backward. To most ofTajiks considered them not as a true 

Tajiks 

Also stalin's campaign of mass migration had a negative impact on the Tajik 

nationality. The new settlers instead of integrating with the local population 

became a separate ethnic group known as \Jaunls by their neighbours. 
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resettlement was not welcomed by the mountaineers. It is common 

Tajikistan that each community hardly knows about its neighbours. 

Q. On what pyramid can build their nationalism? 

Ans. Islam. Religion is the important aspiration for them to forge a sense of 

nationalism among people. Also they have an enriched history, historical 

figures, plus all the mgrecllents of a nation state. present government to 

a sense of belonging to all Tajiks, irrespective of their ethnicity or area 

residence. 

Q. How you see the future ofIslam in Tajikistan? 

Tajik society is conservative, you can say that. The positive point is that 

97 percent educated and even their Mullahs are educated. Also 1""'1"" 

do not listen to those who are against their religion for instarlce wahhabis. 

Wahhabis considered to shrines as biddat. While Tajiks they preferred 

to to the shirines of their pirs. 

The Islam and Tajikistarl are interwoven, You cannot separate them, By nature 

tajik people are peace loving and future of Islam is going to be liberal and 

moderate, As far as extremisms is considered not going to stay for long, 
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