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ABSTRACT 

Islamophobia is a term which is widely used in academia and public discourse bllt 

what exactly is Islamophobia and what it means in depth that would be discllssed in 

this research paper. Moreover, this research paper will also explore that how the 

incident of 9/11 transformed the definition of Islamophobia and changed the lives of 

Muslims in the United States of America. This study wi ll also use secondarv data to -' . -' 

highlight the role played by media and certain politicians to prove that Islam is a 

religion of terror and Muslims are terrorists or sympathizers of terrorists. Lastly, this 

study will point out the role played by 'Muslim scholars to clear out the 

misunderstanding whicb people of the United States had regarding the religion of 

Is lam and it wi ll also explain in detail that how [Vlus lims t~1ced discrimination, 

physical and verbal abuse after tbe incident of 9/11. This study will prove that 

fslamophobia is real. and Muslims are st ill facing discrimination because of this 

phenomenon. 
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INTRODUCTION 

011 II til September, 200 I four coordinated terrorist attacks were launched against the 

Un.ited States of America and al-Qaeda was heJd respons ible for these attacks. i After 

these attacks, the lives of Mus lims in the United States of America changed as paJi of 

the general public as well as some political figures started blaming them for these acts 

of terrori sm. Some of the media outlets in the United States of America also played a 

very im portant role in convi ncing a part of the general public that terrorism in the 

United States is only carried out by the people who are olive skinned and \vho fo llo\-v 

the religion of Islam which promotes violence. 2 So, basica ll y these attacks became a 

base of"the narrative which started to circulate not ill the United States but beyond its 

border that 1.7 billion Muslims are terrorists ancl they want to impose Shariah La\v in 

the United States of" Amcrica. J After these attacks some Americans started to think 

that every Muslim is a jihadist who is just \vaiting for an opportunity to bring the 

Western civilization down . This was just based upon the information which was 

provided to them by the llleci ia. So. the attacks of 9/ J J gave bi rth to a phenomenon 

wh i ~h came to be known as IsJalllophobia. 

Islamophobia is not a new term. Ilowever, there is a debate that when it got introduced 

as a part of global discourses. It is usually pointed out that this term was popularized 

by a repolt titled IslalIIophobia: A Challenge/i)r Us All. 'fhis report was published by 

Ru nnymede Trust which is H lead ing multiculturalism think tank in Britain in 1997. 

I AssafMoghadam, The Globali::atioll (!fMarlyrdom: At Qaeda. SalC!fi Jihad, and tile Di/fllsion ~/ 
Suicide Attucks (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Universi ty Press, 2008), 48. 
2 Arsa lan Iftikhar and Reza Asian, ."l'capegoats: !-low [slamophobia Helps Our EI/emies and Threatens 
Our Freedoms (New York, NY: Hot Books, 2016) , 
:; Iftik har and Asian. 



Robert Richardson \",'as the one who edited this report and he found out that 

fslamophobia is a phenomenon \-"'hich is much older and it existed through most of the 

tvventieth centmy. According to Robert Richardson, French critiques used to use the 

term Is/amophobie to describe how French administrators Ll sed to treat M usl im 

citizens. The term ls'lalJlophohie was also used in a hook: titled La Politique 

MUSli/malle Dans j·IIl.Alj-ique Ocddentale Frallcaise which was written by A lain 

Quellien in 1910.4 In English language. the term Islnmophobiawas used in print media 

in 1985 in an artic le which was written by the late Palestinian academic \vdter Edward 

Said. He was the first writer who mentioned that there is a strong connection bet\veen 

lslamophobil1 and Anti-Semitism. He criticized writers, who did not recognize that 

"Hostility to Islam in the modern Christian West has historically gOlle hand-in-hand 

with Anti -Semiti sm and that this hatred of Islam has stemmed from the same source 

and has been nourished at the same stream of xenophobia."" 

One thing needs to be mentioned that before 9111 attacks, term Islamopbobia was used 

to describe the hosti Ii ty towards M lIs l ims but alter the 9111, this term was 

transformed and it was used to describe an irrational fear of Muslims. Apart from the 

attacks of 9111, several other incidents like the terrorist attacks in Paris in 20 15, the 

mass shooting in San Bernardino, California and the terrorist attack in Norway (which 

was not carried out by a Muslim but again Muslims were blamed for this one as well) 

further aggravated the situation and the phenomenon of Islamophobia got fluther 

intensified in the United States. Other terrorist incidents also happened which were 

not carried out by Muslims but the media in the United States never labe led them as 

4 Arsalan lftibr, "The Sharia Bogeyman," in Scapegoats: How hZonIophobia Helps Our EJlemies (lnd 
Threatens Our Freedoms (Hot Books. ::!O 16), chap. 3. 
5 Tftikar, 33. 



tC1Torist attacks. There were some terrorist incidents wh ich were carried against the 

Muslims by White Christians but those people were never ca lled as terrorists and 

media used to call them people having some mental disorders. Moreover, this 

irrational fear of Islam was carried beyond the borders of the United States and some 

peop le in European states also started to label Muslims as terrorists. So, the ripp le 

effect resulted in the globali zation of [slamophobia. This study descr ibes what exactly 

is lslamophobia? [low did it get intensified in the United States? It wi ll specifically 

highlight the role played by the US media in spreading Islamophobia. It will also 

mention the impact of lslamophobia on the lives of in the United States. 

Key Literature 

S'capegO(1IS: How fsfamophobia Helps 0111' Ellemies and Threatens OU!' Freedoms 

written by Arsalan lftekhar was taken into account. In this book, Arslan Iftekhar who 

is an International HlLman Rights lawyer has explained in detail that how after 9111 his 

life has chan oed and how in everv media show he was invited he was asked absurd b 01 , 

questions. How he tried to clear misconceptions that Muslims are not terrori sts and 

fs lam is not a violent re ligion. This book mostly deals with the consequences of the 

attacks of 9111 and it does not ex plai n much about the phenomenon of Islamophobia. 

KhaJid A. Beydoun's book titled American [,,"alllophobia: Understollding the Roots 

and Rise of Fear was al so taken in to account. In thi s book, he has discussed in detai I 

about what is Is lamophobia. He has also shed light on radicali zation but what impact 

did it have on the lives of Muslims all across the world is not discussed. 

Nathan Lean's book titled The [Y/amophohia Industry: How Ihe Right A1ml1!/actures 

Fear of lvfuslims was also taken in to consideration. In this book, the author has 
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mentioned that lslamophobia is increasing in the United States and Europe and it is 

not a result of some incidents vv'hich happened recently. lslamophobia has increased 

gradually due to the actions of some politicians and right wing corps. This book 

mostly deals with that how these people portray Islam as a violent religion. 

The Fear {?f !s'lUIJl: An Introductioll to /siamophohia ill the West written by Todd H. 

Cjreen was also taken in to account. In this book, Todd has actually tried to examine 

Islamophobia in North America nnd Europe, lIe also took in to consideration the 

report published by Runnymede Trust related to lslamophobia as this report clearly 

talks about eight central aspects of Islamophobia, In this book, Green mostly focused 

on the role played by media to promote Islamophobia. He mentioned that media is 

biased toward Muslims and med ia is actually playing a critical role in shaping the 

narrative of general pub lic tmvard Muslims. General public consider the commentary 

of media as unbiased and then they start to view Muslims as people who are violent 

and dangerous. 

The Politics oflslamophobia: Race .. POI,per and Fantasy written by David Tyrer is also 

taken into account. The author in this book mainly focuses on the h1Ct that 

lslamophobia is a form of politica l racism. He also mentions that the image of 

Muslims is shaped by some kind of liberal politicians and media. Different accounts 

have been mentioned where politicians like Tony Blair and David Cameron have 

given statements which were against Musl.ims and which portrayed them as dangerous 

others. 

hlwllophohia: Features (?f h'/alllophohia alld Strategies against it written by Linda 

Edvardsson is also taken in to account. In this research paper, she mostly described 
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what exactly fslamophobia is and ",'hat strategies can be taken in to account in order to 

prevent or eliminate Islamophob ia. She did not lalk about the role of media and 

politicians. She also did not mention about slate policies. Mainly she focused on 

strategies which can be lIsed to prevent and eliminate fslarnophobia. 

The Ruciali:::ation (!llslam in the Uniled Stutes: ls/amophobia, Hate Crimes. ([nd 

"FIJ1illg .... vhile Brown " written by Craig Considine is also taken in to cons ideration . 

This article explores the relationship between race and Islamopilohia. It also takes in 

to cons ideration the view of general public of US about Muslims and how they 

consider them dangerous others . 

. fslamophobia, "C/ash (~f Civili::aliol7s ". und Forging a Post-Cold Ffi(.lr Order! written 

by Ilatem Baziall is also taken in consideration. In this article he has actua ll y related 

lslamophobia with Clflsh of Civilizations Thesis. He mentions that how Sflmuel P. 

Huntington was also of the view that Muslims wi ll bring the Westem Civilization 

down. He did not talk about the role played by media and politicians. Although h 

mentioned that nobody talks about the root cause of Islamophobia. 

What is Islamophobia? An article \vritten by Reem Bhadi and Azeezah Kanji is also 

taken in to consideration. This article mostly deals with what exactly the term 

Islamophobia means ancl what is its history. 

The Ps)'cllOlogv of l~1aJ/lophobia written by Fatima Yakllbova is also taken in to 

account. In this atticle she mentioned about indicators due to which Islamophobia is 

increasing. She also talked about the role played by media for the promotion of 

Islamophobia and apart from that cognitive aspects of Islamophobia are also 

discussed. 
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Muslims ;n Pre and Post 9/11 Contexts written by Mel Abu Shahid Abdullah is taken 

in to account. In til is article he has made a poi nt that even before 911 I happened, 

Muslims were portrayed as ten'mists in different mms. 

General Debate on the definitiol/ (~llsla/Jlophobia written by Pervin Desai, Douglas 

Pyper is also taken in to account. In this different definitions of Islamophobia are 

discLlssed and criticism on those definitions is also mentioned. 

The Reluctant Fwu/alllen/({/ist written by Mohsin Ilamid is also taken ill to account. In 

th is he narrates the story of a Muslim man named Changez and how his llfe changed 

in the US after 9/11. limN he \-vas humiliated on daily basis and how this impacted his 

thinking process. 

Unl!qual Justice: Arabs in America and United Sw/es Antiterrorism Legislation 

\vritten by Michael J. Whidden is also considered . In this he also discLlssed thm 11m\' 

Arabs in the United States have to face discrimination and how they are considered to 

be dangeroLls others. 

An article tit led The E;ffects (~l 91110n At/iludes Toward JlIlll1igl'Utioll and the 

M()c/erating Role (?f Education is taken in to consideration. 'fhis article is written by 

Simone Schu ller and it explains that after 9!11 atiacks, anti-immigration policies were 

introduced which had a protound impact on the lives of Muslims living in the United 

States. 

Research Questions 

1. What is lslamophobia? 

2. How and Why did it get intensified in the United States of America 
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3. What impact did it have on the Jives of Muslims? 

Hypothesis 

tslamophobia is the irrational fear of Islam and hostility towards Muslims and it got 

intensified due to the attacks of 9/11. Media played an important role in promoting 

lslamophobia and due to this the lives of Muslims changed and hate crimes against 

them greatly increased in number. 

Theoretical Framework 

This study is conducted using theory of Constructivism. Concept of Power-

Knowledge nexus is also used in order to explain phenomenon at hand. 

The theory of constructivism tries to elucidate that how people become aware of the 

things that they know. Tt states that people create their own understanding and are 

influenced by the social forces around them. On one side there are theories of 

International Relations like Realism and Liberalism which focus on m~lterial hlctors 

such as pm.ver but on the other side there is constructivist approach which takes into 

consideration the influence of icleas.6 Following are the main claims which are 

proposed by the theory of constructi vism: 

I. The main component of examination for International po litical theory are the 

states. 

2. The main characteristics in the state systems are not material but they are inter-

slIbj ective. 

ci John Baylis and Patricia Owens, "Social Constructivism," in The G/obali:::(ftion (?f World Politics: All 
Introduction to /ntemational Relations, Fifth (Oxt,xd University Press, 1(97), 153. 
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3. The identity and the interests of the states are established by the social 

7 structures. 

Constructivists hold a view that people create their own understanding of reality. Now 

the quest ion is that how people create their own understanding of reality? 

Constructivists answer this question QY stating that people construct meanings which 

arc actual ly based 011 the ir connection with the circumambient. [n most extreme cases, 

constructivists also believe that no reality exists and whatever they construct with their 

own miJ1ds is the reality. 

Von G lasersfeld suggested that one can only understand constructivist approach if 

one \v(Hlld consider both the Ontology and the Epistemology.8 Ontology is something 

wh ieh tries to provide answers to the questions like what is reality? One o~' the 

branches of Ontology is Idealism and according to idealism reality is something which 

can only be there in ideas. 

Nicholas Onuf used the term of constructivism in his book, T'he World of Our Making. 

Different forms of construct ivism exists but all 0 f them on ly deal with one thing that is 

how ideas have the ability to shape the intel'llational structure and how this 

internationa l structure in return has the capability of shaping the identities, interests 

and foreign policies of the states. Before the rise of constructivism, neo-realism and 

nco-liberali sm dominated the international structure but due to four main factors the 

theory of constructivism became suceessfu l in making its place in international 

7 Alexander Wendt. "Collective Identity Formation al1d the ll1ternational State." Americill/ Political 
~'ciellce Review 88, no. 2 (June 1994): 385, https:!!doi.orgi l 0.2307!29447 I I. 
~ William R Warrick, "Constructi vism: Pre-Historical to Post-ivlodern," 1997, 19. 
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relations in 1990s,'1 One of the most important factors \Vas that the cold war came to an 

end and it ended without a bang. Alter the end of the cold war new debates started and 

states literally started to ta lk about ideas like national interest and identity. The main 

focus of constructivism is on human consciousness and "vhat role is played by it ill 

international life. The core focus of constructivism is that one should serio Li sly take in 

to consideration the role played by ideas in world politics. Constructivists believe that 

actors are actually created by the ir cui tl1l'a I environment and it also takes in to 

consideration that how these actors are going to give meanings to their activities. 

Constructivists hold a belief that culture is one thing that informs the meaning that 

people give to their actions. Olle simple definition of power is the capability of one 

state to force another to do Vv'hat it wants. Constructivist.s are of the view that forces of 

power is not only material but it can be ideational as well. Let llS take in to 

consideration the idea of legitimacy. All states including the great powers want to 

make sure that their actions are legitim ized. They want to make sure that\·vhatever 

they are doing is actually in accordance "v ith the rules and norms of greater 

international community. Moreover, states do not want that they receive shami ng frolll 

human rights activists as they care about thei r reputation at an internationa l leve l. The 

image of the state matters. 

Constructivism states that ideas have the capability to shape international politics and 

then this international politics can shape identities, interests and foreign policies of the 

states. 'rhis is what happened after 9/11 . An idea was generated that Muslims me 

terrorists and Is lam is a rel igion which promotes violence and extrem ism. 'rll is idea 

9 Baylis and Owens, "Social Constructivism," 153. 
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impacted the intemational politics. This impacted the interests of the United States and 

translonned itsloreign policy as well. But the hatred toward Muslims was there in the 

United States of America belore 9/11 but this incident intensified the hatred. Before 

this, the hatred was at an individual level but after 9/l 1 thi s hatred was taken to groups 

and state level and some po licies \vere introduced target ing Muslims. The crimes also 

increased against Mus lims. 

Prior knowledge also plays an important role in construction of ideas. So, one can say 

that Americans also had in mind their prior knowledge about Muslims. During 

imperialism and orientalism, a discourse was generated in which Muslims were 

framed negatively so, they also used that knowledge after 9/11 and constructed the 

identity of Mus lims as terrorists and extremists. 

Constructivism also states that academic discourse is more powerful in bringing a 

change in global affairs. So. after 9/11 Brigitte Gabriel launched ACT. The main aim 

of ACT was to educate general masses and policy makers to make policies \-vhich \vill 

help in counterit1 g terrorism. it creates academic discourse. Gabriel , the founder -o f 

ACT hirnself stated once that Mus lims can never be loyal to America. In 201 L he also 

gave an interview to CN'N and during that interview he clearly and openly stated 

"America has been infiltrated on all levels by radi.cals who wish to harm America." 

Media has also played an important role in constructing this ide,a.- After 9i II Illhan 

Orner in a conference stated that some people did th is and a ll of us are now suffering 

and thi s statement of her received really negative response by media as we ll as other 

politicians. Even New York Times took this really negatively. Different dramas and 
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sitcoms were also created to create thi s reality. The most famoll s one was The Citizen 

Khan. 

Social Constructivism provides another argument and it states that academic di scourse 

is actually more powerful in bringing a change in global affairs. Constructivists are 

somehow related with the ideas of Michael Foucault who stated that through discourse 

one can achieve success ill all human and social relations, . Michael Foucault is the 

pioneer of generating the idea of power knowledge nexus. He notes that power has the 

capabi lity to of shaping knowledge. This can be seen after 9/ II .The Un ited States is 

the biggest power of the system . . It possessed the capability tha t is utilized to shape 

the knO\vledge of masses. 'fhis can be proven from that fact that when it started Global 

War on 'rerror almost all the states including the Musl im States like Pak istan stood 

with it. Bush at that time stated that either you are wi th us or against us. i\lmost all the 

states made sure that they are with the United States of America. 'T'he United States 

used its power to shape knowledge of not only its own people but it also used its 

power to shape the knowledge of the en tire world. Tt made sure that all states stand on 

it3 side and oppose whatever it is opposing .. So, one can say that hatred was there 

against the Muslims in the United States but the attacks of 9111 only intensified thi s 

hatred and the hostility between the Muslims and the West also increased. Ilatc crimes 

against Muslims increased and they were physically and verbally abused. 

Cartoons of the Holy Prophet (P.B .U .II) were also created and in Norway they burned 

the Iio ly Quran but all these incidents did not receive a response which the attacks of 

9/J I received simply because Muslims states are not that l11ueh powerful and they 

canl10t influence globa l politics. So. these ineidents also show that some of the 
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Westerns are against Muslims and Islam and they believe that Islam is a religion of 

extremism and Muslims are terrorists. 

Research Methodology 

This research is carried out using mostly qualitative methods and combination of 

primary and secondary sources are used. Several books and articles were criti cally 

analyzeli. As thi s research is carried out using secondary data so it was really 

important to make slire that the data was rel iab le. So, for th is purpose theoretical 

research \vas carried out. Apart from that some primary data was also gathered. In 

order to gather primary data, interviews w<;rc cond ucted with some people who were 

in USA at that time but now they arc res iding in Pakistan. They shared their 

experiences and how their lives changed in the United States after 9/ II. Some of them 

even shared that how they were treated differently at the airports. Muslim women 

were interviewed as well. They shared their experiences that how they had to 1~lce 

threats because they used to wear H~jab. As these people were not comfortable in 

disclosing their names and ethica l considerations need to be taken in to account so, 

their names were not mentioned. 

Organization of the Research 

First chapter of this dea ls with the definitions of Ts lamophobia and also relates 

Islamophobia with the clash of civilizations thesis. Then in the next chapter the attacks 

of 9111 and other attacks carried out are discussed. Then the next chapter j()cuses on 

the media attacks aga inst Islam and Muslims. After that, those attacks are di scussed 

wh ich were not carried out by Muslims and were never labeled as terrorist attacks. 

Then the hate crimes against Muslims are discllssed and how these inciden ts impacted 
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the lives of Muslims across the world. Lastly, the role played by academic writers to 

clear misconceptions is discussed. Recent developments are taken in to consideration 

as well. 
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CHAPTER 1 

HISTORY AND DEFINITION OF ISLAMOPHOBIA 

1.1 History of Islamophohia 

No scholar is sLlre \vhen exactly the term of lslamophobia did get introduced in the 

global lexicon and the debate is stil l going on. Some scholars are of the view that the 

term Islamophobia first time appeared in a report titled Islamophobia: A Cha llenge 

for Us \vhich was published in November 1997 by Runnymede 'T'rust. It was 

considered to be one of the main multiculturalism think-tank of Britain. This report 

was actually written by Jack Straw who at that time was the British Home Secretary 10. 

It was edited by Rob in Richardson who stated that actua lly the term lslarnophobia was 

much older than this report. He further argued that in the twentieth century French 

writers used the term Islamophohie in order to describe that how French rulers used to 

treat Muslim colonized SUbjects. In print media, the term lslamophobie was first time 

used in J 910 when a book named La Po!i/;que Musul1ilmie Dans L' Afj';que 

Occidentale Francaise written by Ala in Quellicn was published in Paris. In this book, 

the author described the policy used by French towards people of West Africa which 

were colonized by them. In English language, the term Islamophobia was introduced 

in an article which was written by a Palestinian Academic writer Edward Said in 1985. 

In this article, he mentioned that there is a strong connection between ls lamophobia 

and Anti-Scm itism. Edward Said actually criticized those authors who do not 

recognIze this fact that "Hostility to Islam in the modern Christian West has 

10 fftikar. "The Sharia Bogeyman." 33. 
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historically gone hand-in-hand with anti-Semitism and that this hatred of fslam has 

stemmed 11'0111 the same source and been nourished at the same stream of 

I t · "ii xenop 10 113. 

Afler 1985, in 1991 an American Journal with the name of Insight lIsed the term 

Islamophobia in order to describe the hostile policies of Russian Governrnent towards 

its Muslim subjects . Author Nathan Lean argued that: "fslamophobia also accounts for 

Moscow's reluctance to relinquish its position in Afghanistan, despite the estimated 

$300 million it takes to keep the Kabul regime going.,,12 

He further stated that in the past the term [slamophobia was actually used to describe 

the hatred towards Muslim community and it was not confused with irrational fear of 

Islam. 'fhings changed and now Islamophob ia refers to the irrat ional fear of Islam and 

rVluslims. How things chnngcd and what triggered this change would be discussed in 

later chapters. 

1.2 Definitions of lslamophobia 

In simp lest words, Jslamophobia can be defined as hatred towards 1'v1.L1slim community 

or irrational Fear of lslam. However, different sources have defined Islamophobia 

differently. For instance, the report published by Runnymede Trust in 1997 titled 

Islamophobia: A Challenge for Us defined Islamophobia in the following words: 

"lslamophobia refers to unfounded hostility towards Islam. It refers also to the 

practical consequences of sllch hostility in unfair discrimination against Muslim 

II Iltikar. chap. 3. 

12 I ftikar, 34. 
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individlJals and communities, and to the exclusion of Muslims from mainstream 

politica l and social affairs. The lerm is not. admittedly, ideal. Critics of it consider that 

its llse panders to what they call political correctness, that is sti fles legitimate criticism 

of Is lam, and that it demonizes and stigmatizes anyone who wishes to engage in such 

criticism .,,13 

Foundation fo r Political, Econom ic and Social Research also dctined lslamophobia in 

the fol lowing words: " lslamophobia operates by constructing a static 'Muslim ' 

identity, which is attributed in negative terms and generalized for al l Mus lims:,(4 

1.3 Khaled Beydoun' s Definition of Islamophobia 

[(halid Beydoun proposed a definition of Islamophobia after taking into consideration 

the conditions and circumstances which were prevail ing in the Un ited States. lIe 

observed that the definitions of lslamophobia \vhich right nov\' exist in the lexicon of 

American politics equate Islamophobia with irrational fear of Islam and hatred 

towards Muslim community. So, he defined Islamophobia in the following words: 

"The presumption that lslam is inherently violent, al ien, and inass imilable. Combined 

with this is the belief that expressions of Muslim identity are correlative with a 

propensity for terrori sm. Tt argues that Islamophobia is rooted in understandings of 

[slam as civilization's antithesis and perpetuated by Government structures and private 

citizens. Finally, this piece asserts that [slamophobia is also a process---namely, the 

dialectic by which state policies targeting Muslims endorse prevailing stereotypes and, 

in turn, embolden private animus toward Muslim subjects." 

IJ Nasreen Rehman et a I. , "The Runnymede Trust Publication Order Form." 1997. :2 . 
1·1 Rehman et al. 
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From this del1nition, one thing becomes clear that in the United States there is a form 

of Islamophobia which can be classil1ed as private fslamophobia. Now the question is 

what is private fslamophobia? Private lslamophobia can be del1ned as hatred or 

prejudice faced by Muslims at the hands of individuals or other private actors. This 

can also include hate crimes against ['v1uslims or the discrimination they face at 

workplace or schools, shopping malls etc. Most of the times. scho lars just ft")cus on 

this aspect of lslamophobia. Ilowever, Kha led Bcydoull has made an important point 

that actually private Islamophobia is a product of state policies and state is responsible 

for creating this type of Islamophobia. Not only state, media also plays a critical role 

in strengthen ing this form of Islamophobia. 'rhe fact which needs to be mentioned 

here is that only a less than half Americans stated that they directly know a Muslim. 

Majority of the people actually depend on media and media is actually shaping their 

views and opinions about rVluslims. 15 FBI did a survey and according to that survey 

there is a more probability that Americans may die due to faulty furniture than they 

may be killed by a terrorist Muslim jihadi. 11i 

1.4 Islamophobia and the Clash of Civilizations Thesis 

Samuel P. Huntington in his book The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of 

World Order also stated that for West the main problem is not Islamic 

fundamentalism. ft is actually Islam and the followers of this religion .Muslims are of 

the view that their values and culture is superior. The main issue of Muslims is not the 

CIA or the US department of Defense. Their main problem is the West which they 

15 Reza AsIan. "Foreword." in Scapegoats: How /s/anIophohia Helps Our Enelllies and 71Jreatells Ollr 
Freedoms (Hot Books. 20 16). 160. 
16 Asian. 
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consider is a different civilization . So, he was also of the view that the next con!1ict 

that will emerge will be between the West and Tslam.17 Samuel P. Huntington wrote 

this book in1996 so it means that from that time academic scholars in the United 

States cons idered Muslims as a threat. They used to be considered as others \vho 

cannot actually become a part of the American society . Later Oll. this perspective 

changed in to a notion that Muslims want to impose Shariah L.a\-v in the United States 

and they are not loya l citizens. One thing needs to be mentioned here is that this 

perspective is even older than 1996. In 1957, Bernard Lewis delivered a speech at 

Johns Hopkins University. In his speech he also stated that Islam and West are 

completely different from each other and their values are also different. He went on to 

say that this difference can only be resolved through a conllict. 18 So, one can say that 

it would be wrong to conclude that fslamophobia is a new concept. It \:vas very much 

there Ornar ibn Said \-vas an African Muslim who was forcibly brought to the United 

States to be enslaved along with thousand others. His story further proves that from 

the beginning Islamophobia existed in the American society. lIe VvTote his journey in a 

fifteen page manuscript. "Wicked men took me by violence and sold me," he wrote. 

"We sai led a rnonth and a half on the great sea to the place called Charleston in the 

Christian land. I fell into the hands of a small , weak and wicked man, who feared not 

(jod at all." 19 

17 Hatem Bazian, "Islamophobia, 'Clash ofCivilizatiolls', and Forging a Post-Cold War Order!:' 
Religions 9, no. 9 (September 19, 20 18): 282, https:!!doi.org/lO.3390/rel9090282. 
18 . HaZlan. 
19 Khaled Beydollil . How [s lalTlophobia was ingrained in America's Legal System long before the war 
011 terror., ]\1ay 6, 20 18, https:lithei ntercept.comi2018iOS/06famerican-islamophobia-khaled-beydoun
i nterview/. 
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He was even forced to convert to Christianity. However, he continued to follow Islam. 

He used to pretend that he had become Christian just to safe himself from punishment. 

This shows that fhHTI the beginning there was a concept of lslamophobia in the United 

States but in the past it was silent. 

There is much evidence which proves that Islamophobia is real and that Muslims are 

actual ly suffering because of this phenomenon. Still there are some people and some 

organizations which do not believe in the concept of [slamophobia. The National 

Review' Journal stated thal fslamophobia is nothing hut it is just a myth. Sam I farris 

stated that Islamophobja is: "A word created by fascists, and used by cowards. to 

. I ,~o mal1lpu ate morons . . -

So. the question is that if Islamophobia is a myth then why there are certain la\vs 

which are actlwlly trying to curtail the freedom and rights of Muslims? Why those 

partie~ are \:vinning elections which openly use anti --Muslim sentimenl? Why hate 

crimes against Muslims are increasing day by day? 

There are a lot of evidences to prove that Islamophobia is real and it has transformed 

in irrational fear of Islam after certain incidents. Just like one cannot deny holocaust 

and denying holocaust is considered as a prosecutable crime in Europe. Similarly 

scholars should not claim that Islamophobia is a myth because it is real. Muslims are 

suffering and they have been labeled as Others by some groups in the Western 

Society. Islam in is considered as a threat and as a violent religion by certa in group of 

people in. the Western Society. In the next chapter. those incidents would be discllssed 

in detail which intensified the concept of lslamophobia or one could say that which 

~o AsIan, "'Foreword:' 
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actually transformed the concept of [slamophobia fror:n hatred towards Muslim 

community to irrational fear of Islam . A!ler those incidents, Muslims were considered 

as dangerous species who can cause harm to Westerns as they hate them and theLr 

freedom. 
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CHAPTER 2 

INCIDENTS INTENSFYING ISLAMOPHOBIA 

As mentioned in the previous chapter that certain events took place which intensified 

the phenomenon of Tslarnophobia in the United States. The most important. tragic and 

traumatic event which provided an extreme boost to the phenomenon of Islamophobia 

was that of September I I attacks also referred to as 9111. September I I attacks 

changed the lives of Muslims in the United States Hnd certain group of people statted 

considering them as terrorists or as people who sympathi ze with terrorists. What 

happened during 9/1 I and how it changed the lives of Muslims and what role did 

media play that 'would be discussed later. One thing which !leeds to be mentioned here 

is that even before 9/11 happened. some of the media olltlets in the United States used 

to portray Muslims as negative people and in some Holly\vood movies they \vere even 

labeled as terrorists. So, one cannot say that before 9111 there was no concept of 

lslamophobia in the United States of America because it was very much there. It is 

jllst that after 9/11 and sOllte other incidents it just got intensitied. 

2.1 Muslims Shown as Terrorists in Pl'e 9/11 Films 

A film named True Lies was released in 1994 which was directed by James Cameron 

and actor Arnold Schwarzenegger performed the role of main male lead. Tn this film, 

Arabs were shown as exploding the nuclear bomb inside the United States? I The 

Arabs who were shown as exploding the nuclear bomb inside the United States were 

actual ly Palestinians and Cameron gave this terrorist group a name of "Crimson 

.I ihad". Crimson actuall y means red and the color red is llsed to denote blood. lie has 

21 "Muslims in Pre- and Post-9I11 Contexts." JllternatiOllalJollmal ofCompamtil'e Literat1lre alld 
Translatioll Studies 3, no. 3 (Ju ly 31. 20 15). https :!idoi.org! 1 O. 7575!aiac.ijclts.v.311.3p.52. 
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also used the word Jihad in a wrong sense as he has associated Jihad with vio lence . 

. A !though Jihad in fslam is actually a struggle and this struggle can be against any 

wrong doing. The Arab characters in the film were not on ly sho",m as wild but they 

were also portrayed as people who lacked sense and who were irrational. They did not 

even know why there exploded a bomb in the United States of America and they \vere 

shown as people \\iho just hate everything which was associated with America. 

Arnold was given the name of I larry in th is film and as be was the main character so. 

he was actually given the responsibility to safe American cities from these terrorists. 

He was shown as a kind of person '.vho can go to any extent to safe his cOllntry and for 

that he killed Arabs without even thinking twice. There was a scene in this film in 

which Harry's wife Helen asked him, "Have you ever killed anyone?" Harry replied, 

"Yeah. but they were all bad:,22 From this conversation, it becomes crysta l clem that 

even before 9/lJ Arabs were considered as bad people. This movie can be seen as an 

attempt to promote racism against Muslims as it shows that Muslims are the kind of 

people who promotes violence. After watching this movie. there was a man named 

Casey Kasem who was actually associated with radio . He wrote a letter to the director 

of this ti lm, .James Cameron and to actor Arnold that this fi lm had actually promoted 

the concept of racism against Mus lim s and it had actually insulted them as well but 

unfortunately nobody paid any attention and he never received any response. 

Another film named "The Siege" was released in 1998. In this tilrn, Muslims were 

again shown as violent and aggressive people and they had only one mission. FBI had 

arrested their Sheikh and they wanted that he !TILlst be released no matter what. In 

~~ "Musl ims in Pre- and Post-9!11 Contexts:' 
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order to fulfill their mission, Muslim terrori sts took chi ldren and elderly people as 

hostages in a bus. Danzel Washington played the role of FBI Agent in this film. In the 

film, it had been shown that he tried to negotiate with them but they did not listen to 

him and they blew the bus. It is a killd of suicide bombing and in the n1m Muslims are 

depicted as suicide bombers. Tn the same fi lm, Mus lims also bombed a crO\vded 

Broadway Theater and in this bombing cultura l leaders of the city also lost the battle 

of their li ves . They even tried to bomb a school. Moreover, in thi s ~ilm Arabs al so 

attacked FBi headqualiers and in that attack two hundred people were ki lled. After 

this attack, the US ch ief of staff stated that the Arab Muslims were "attacking way of 

oll r life.',23 Martial law was imposed and the army started to search for t\venty men 

who were behind this attack but all nfteen thollsand Arabs and Muslims were 

suspected who lived in Brooklyn. This further explains that attack was carried out by 

t\·venty men but because of that all Muslims came under lime light and they all had to 

bear the consequences even in the film. A11l1Y arrested Musl im men between ages 

fourteen to thirty and they were put in detention camps. Another thing which was 

shown in this movie and which was very di sturbing was that the FBI Agent who was 

living in the United States from past t'vventy years and who was serving in FBI from 

past ten years also found his twenty years old son in detent ion camp .iust because they 

were Shite and they were also suspected. So, thi s movie clearly showed that if 

something wou ld happen in the United States and some fraction of population wou ld 

be responsible for this then everyone would be suspected. Everyone has to bear the 

consequences even if that person is not involved in it. At that time the only th ing that 

"3 "Muslims in Pre- and Post-911 1 Contexts." 
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will matter wou ld be that a person is an Arab whether he has been living in the United 

States n'om past twenty years or past two years. 

Another rea lly interesting thing which was shown i.n this film was the role of C1A. It 

showed how erA was responsib le for making Muslims terrorists and when those 

Musli rns fulfill its mission after that it used to leave them. 

Arab Muslims did not like this that how Muslims were portrayed in this movie and 

they requested the director of thi s movie to modify the plot by replacing 'm ilitiamen' 

for 'Islamic fundamentallsts'. Ilowever, the direc tor of this movie did not pay any 

attention to the request of the Muslims and it was released in its actual form. In an 

interview with HBO Special, the director of thi s movie gave a very controversial 

statement. lie sa id that this movie was "based on truth rather than fiction thriller.,,24 

The main character of this film , Denzel Washinglon gave an inlerview in which 

having a conversation with CNN Reporter he openly stated that "'rhis is not a 

stereotypical vie\-v of any group of people. by any means. Unfortunately, we are 

imitating life.',25 

Moreover, in this film the director sho\ved di flerent lslamic practices like the 

rec itation of the Holy Qman, performing ablution etc and he associated all these 

practices with that of terrori sm. In this mm , whenever someone pedormed ablution in 

order to perform his daily prayers something violent used to happen. So. the director 

actually tried to portray that ablution is a vio lent act although everyone knows that it is 

jllst a way of deaning body from any kind of dirt so that one can perform prayer. So, 

2·1 "Muslims in Pre- and Post-9/ I I Contexts ." 
"5 "~,fuslims ill Pre- and Post-9i ll Contexts." 
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this was actually a kind of humiliation for the entire Muslim community as their 

religiolls practices which they consider sacred were linked with violence and 

telTorism. 

So, from this it becomes really clear that even before 9/11 Muslims were treated as 

others and they were even shown as terrorists in some 0 f the Hollywood movies. This 

further proves that evcn before the incident of9111 Islamophobia was very much there 

in the United States of America. 

Now it would be discussed that \vhat happened on 11 th September, 2()() J and certain 

other events would be discussed due to which the phenomenon of Islamophobia did 

get intensified in the United States. So, let's begin with 9111. 

2.2 September 11 Attncl,:s 

On II III September, 200 I an extremely unusual and surprising incident happened In 

the history of the United States. There \,vere four passenger planes which were 

supposed to reach Californ ia were hijacked by ninetecn al-Qaeda terrorists. Among 

these four planes, two ofthcm crashed in to the North and South towers of the World 

Trade Center. The third one crashed in to Pentagon and the fourth one missed its 

target. 'rhese planes were actually supposed to tlew towards Washington DC but 

instead of that they crashed and fell in to a field in Stonycreek T'ownship, 

Pennsylvania. So, to make a long story short September 9111 attacks vvh ich are 

commonly known as 911 I were actuall y a chain of four synchronized terrorist attacks 

by al-Qacda against the United States. 26 In these terrorist attacks, almost t\\'o thousand 

ninc hundred and seventy seven people lost the battle of their lives. Many people got 

26 Moghadam, The G/obuli:nlion (?(;,vfurlyrdoll1, 48. 
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injured and there was also a loss of around 10 billion dollars as infrastructure got 

damageli.~7 The United States stated that these attacks were carried out by al-Qaeda 

under the leadership of Osama Bin Laden. Osama Bin Laden however denied his 

involvement in these attacks. On 16th September, 200 I on A l-Jazeera the statement of 

Bin Laden \vas shown and he stated, " I stress that I have 110t carried out this act, whic.h 

appears tC) have been carried out by individuals with the ir O\VI1 1110tivation."28 

After that in November 200 1, from a demollshecl house in Jala labad. Afghanistan the 

US forces found a videotape in which Osama Bin Laden was talking to ((haled al-

Harbi and he was actually accepting the ~act that he was the master mind behind these 

attacks. Up till now Osama Bin Laden did not publicly accept that he was behind these 

attacks. He actually issued a taped statement in order to publicly accept that he was 

behind these terrorist attacks. He provided a reason that why they attacked the World 

Trade Center and Pentagon. He stated, "We are free ...... and want to regain freedom 

for our nation. As you undermine our security, we undermine yours"?) 

The September I I attacks completely changed the lives of Muslims in the United 

States and immediately they were labeled as terrori sts and media played a really 

important role in portraying Muslims as terrorists. After 9/11 hate crimes against 

Musl ims greatly increased not only in the United States but also in other European 

states in which Muslim s were in minority. What ro le did media play and what impact 

this event had on the lives of Mus lims all around the globe wo uld be disclIssed later 

~7 Mattbew J. Morgan, ed., The fmpact 0/9/11 on Po/ilics and War, I st ed, The Day That Cbanged 
Everyth ing? 15t v (New York: Pal grave j'v1acMillan. 2009). 
28 l'v1organ. 
~'I"Bin ~ Laden 011 Tape: Attacks Benefitted Is lam Great ly.," 
.https:!iweb.archive.org/webi2007 1227125232!http://arc hives.cnn.com!200 I !USil2i13/ret.bi n.laden. vid 
eotape/. 
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on. So, one can say that after 9/11 the phenomenon of' Tslamophobia intensil~ed not 

only in the United States of America but in almost every pmt of the world where 

Muslims were in minority. 

Muslims all around the world condemned these attacks and famoLls personalities also 

gave statements against these attacks. For instance, Ayatollah Syed Ali Khamenei 

denounced these attacks in the fo llowing \vords: 

"Ki lling of people, in any place and with any kind of weapons, including atomic 

bombs, long-range missiles, biGfogical or chemical weapons, passenger or war planes, 

carried out by any organization, country or individuals is condemned. It makes no 

difference whether sLlch massacres happen in Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Qana, Sabra, 

Shati la, DeiI' Yassin. Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq or ill New York and Washington.,,3o 

Muslims all around the globe castigated these attacks but still in the 'United States after 

the attacks of September It they became dangeroLls "Others", 'rhe Muslim population 

was blamed tor these attacks. The religion of Islam transformed into a violent religion. 

A narrative was established that Muslims actually wallt to impose Sharia law in the 

Un ited States. This was actually the most absurd thing because everyone kno\vs that 

there is a Supremacy Clause which states that "'rhe Constitution and the laws of the 

United States [are] the supreme law of the land,,3l, 

This statement makes it clear that no law including Sharia Law can replace the laws of 

the United States. Still thi s narrative became so strong that the legislators in more than 

.1(' "Leader Condemns i'vl.assacre of Defenesless People.," Islamic Republic News Agency [RNA, 
September 17, 200 l. 
http://web.archive.orglwebi200 1 0920073203/http://ww·w.irna.com/en/hphotoiO I 0916000000.ehp.shtm l. 
:n Iftikar, ''The Sharia Bogeyman." chap. 3. 
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thilty American states actually introduced anti -Sharia legislation. This proves that the 

incident of 9111 changed the lives of Muslims in the United States . They vvere now 

known as terrorists who were disloyal. 

2.3 Paris Attacks 2015 

9/ ] I was not the on ly incident which changed the lives of Muslims in the United 

States. There \vere other incidents as well. One of those was that of Paris Attacks 

which occurred on 13th November. :2015. Paris Attacks were al so a series of 

harmonized attacks. These attacks occurred on 13 th November but Paris was high on 

al ert from th e start of the year. In January there were attacks on Charlie ll ebdo Offices 

and an attack was also launched on Jewish Supermarket in Paris. In this attack, 

seventeen people lost the battle of their lives and almost twenty people got severe ly 

injured. But Paris Attacks of' November were the deadliest and in these attacks almost 

one hundred and th iliy people got killed and four hundred and thirteen peop le got 

injured. :12 After these attacks, The Islamic State of Iraq and Levant also referred to as 

IS fL stated that it was behind the execlltion of these attacks. It stated that these attacks 

was a reaction against the French air strikes on rSfL targets in Iraq and Syria. 33 One 

interesting fact which needs to be mentioned here is that Paris attacks were actually 

compared with that ofM.umbai Attacks which occurred in 2008 .in India. Even 

Michael Leiter, who \vas the former director of the United States National Counter 

Terrorism Center stated, "The attacks demonstrated a sophistication not seen in a city 

32 S imon Valmary, "More than 120 People Killed in Paris Terrorist Attacks" (Yahoo News .. ) . 
33 Jessica Eigot, '-Paris Attacks: fs lamic State Says Killings Were Response to Syria Strikes." November 
19, 20[5, https :i/ww\v.theguardian.comi world/ live!20 15!nov! 14/pari s-terror-attacks-attackers-dead
mass-killing-live-updates. 
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attack since the 2008 Mumbai Attacks and that it would change how the West regards 

the threat. ,, ~ ·l 

So, from th is statement it becomes clear that although these attacks occulTed in Paris 

but it changed the perspective of the Western community which included the United 

States of America as well. So, these attacks again created a hype and due to these 

attacks also the lives of the Muslirns changed drastically not only in the United States 

of America but also all arollnd the world . Actually the enemy was the same and the 

enemy was Islam and Muslims. Atler these attacks also the phenomenon of 

lslamophobia did get intensified and again Muslims came in limelight. They were 

regarded as dangerolls Others who are violent and \vl1o wants to impose Sllaria law. 

2.4 San Bernardino Shooting 

Apart from Paris Attacks, there was another incident also which created a lot of 

problems in the lives of Muslims living in the United States and that was the incident 

of mass shooting in San Bernardino, California. In December 2015, a Muslim couple 

named SyedRizwan and Tashfeen Malik killed fourteen people during a holiday party 

w hich was happening for the San Bernardino County Health Department. An amazing 

fact which needs to be mentioned here us that the husband, Syed Rizwan used to work 

for the San Bel11ardino County Health Depattment.35 

As this mass shooting was carried out by a Muslim coup le so again some of the peop le 

in the United States got an opportunity to blame all the Muslims and they became sure 

that Muslims actually were dis loyal and their religion Islam promotes violence. Some 

34 "Modeled on Mumbai? Why the 2008 India Attack [s the Best Way to Understand Paris,". 
35 ltlikhar and As ian, Scapegoat.s·. 
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of the media also used this incident to promote hatred against MusLim community. 

Although after sometime it was found out that the male shooter whose name was 

Rizwan Farook had stopped goi ng to the mosque two years before he carried out this 

mass shooting. Moreover, it was also revealed that he did not only kill Westerns 

during that mass shooting but he also killed his Muslim female colleague who used to 

go to the same mosque as he once used to go . Lastly, it was also revealed that 

Rizwan's brother mImed Raheel used to work ill US Navy \vho had received severa l 

awards like National Defense Service iv1edaL Cilobal War 011 Terrorism Exped itionary 

Medal ancl Global War on 'T'errorism Service Medal. J6 So, if al! Muslims are terrorists 

and they all want to ki 1/ Westerns then why Rizwan' s brother was not a terrorist? Why 

d iel he serve in US Navy? I f they are d isloya I \,vhy Rizwan' s brother was so loyal that 

he was awarded medals? If they just want to kil l Westerns and if they hate them then 

why Rizwan killed his female colleague who used to attend the same mosque as 

Rizwan? These questions deserve an answer and r think: nobody in the United States is 

even now ready to give answer to these questions. T hey still think that Muslims are 

terrorists and Islam is a religion of violence. 

There was another terrorist attack in Norway on 221ld Ju ly, 2011 and it was the \.vorst 

terrorist attack. For this attack, again Muslims were blamed and some of the media 

outlets in US without getting any proper incident started reporting also that it was the 

work of Muslim terrorists. Although, it was later found out that it was not carried out 

by Muslims. 1-I0\v media used this incident to defame Muslims and vvhat role media 

has played in promoting Islamophobia in the United States of America and its biased 

:;6 lftikhar and AsIan. 
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· role in not labeling incidents carried out by Christ ians as acts of telTorist wou ld be 

di sclissed in the next chapter. The role of media will actually highlight that how the 

phenomenon of fslamophobia did get intensified in the United States and how this 

phenomenon ,vas utilized to achieve personal goals. The role of media will actuall y 

answer the quest ion that how the idea was established that Musl ims are terrorists and 

Islarn is a rei igionofvio lence and how it was imprinted on the minds of people living 

in the Uni ted States of America. 
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CHAPTER 3 

MEDIA COVERAGE AGAINST MUSLIMS AND WHITE 

TERRORISM 

As mentioned in the previous chapters that after 9/ I I media played a crit ical role in 

shaping the image of the Muslims in the United States of America. It was due to the 

role played by media that majority of the people in America started to view Musl ims 

as terrorists or as people who sympath ize with terrorists. One thing wh ich needs to be 

mentioned here is that media alone cannot be held responsible for this because after 

9111 some of the political leaders in the United States came on media and gave 

statements against Muslim citizens. Their statements also created a sense of hatred Cor 

M usl ims among Americans and they statted to view them as people who promote 

terrorism. So, one can say that some of the political leaders used the platform of 

entertainment industry to promote that Muslims are actuall y disloyal ancl their religion 

promotes violence. 'T'hey cannot be a part of America. Muslim scholars like Arsalan 

Iftekhar and others tried to clear thi s misconception that Islam does not promote 

vio lence and j'v1uslims are not terrorists but unfortunately they 11iiled to clear this 

misunderstanding, 

A(-lcr Charlie Hebdo, Arslan Ittekhar who is a renowned Human Rights Lawyer and 

who grew up in Ch icago was invited for an interview on CNN with Don Lemon. Don 

Lemon is a notoriolls media personality mainly because he llsed to ask bizane 

questions from gllests who llsed to appear on his show. For instance, once an alleged 

Bill Cosby rape victim appeared on his show and he without any shame stated that she 

should had chomped down the rapist penis while he was trying to force himself on her, 
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He crossed all the limits when he gave a sham eful advice to the \voman stating that 

"there are ways not to perform oral sex if you did not want to do it.,,)7 So, obviously if 

he could ask this type of a question (i'om a rape vict im so it would be really nai've if 

one will expect that he would have forgiven Arsalan lftikar. Moreover, one must keep 

in mind that Arsalan Iftikhar is a Mus lim and he appeared in his show at the time 

when Muslims were considered to be terrorists. At that time even if you were born and 

brought up in America it did not matter. The onl y thing that mattered was that you 

were a Muslim and Muslim s cannot be loyal to America. Although when Arsalan 

Iftikhar appeared on hi s show, he condemned Paris attacks and sUHed that the Paris 

terrorists were "Irre ligious crimina ls committing acts of mass murder" and that the 

bloodshed thevperpetrated was a "crime aga inst hL1manitv:-3~ ., ~. 

Still this much condemnation and rebuking was not enough for Don Lemon and he 

shamelessly asked Arsalal1 that "Do you snpport ISIS'?" Now imagine that /\rsalall 

lftikahr is a human rights lawyer who dedicated his entire life to light for humans who 

are suffering and now on National Television a person is asking him that Do you 

support IS IS? Obviously Arsalan lftikhar also became extremely angry alter Don 

Lemon asked thi s question and he responded by saying "Waif', "D id you just ask if I 

support IS IS'?" 

Although after thi s incident, intellectuals and scholars gave statements against Don 

Lemon. For instance, Dave Zirin of The Nation magazine stated that:"Asking Arsa lan-

-- author of the book Islamic Pacifism---if supports ISIS is like confusing Angela 

:;7 Arsalan IJbkar, "When Life Gives You A (DON) Lemon," ill Scapegoats: How fslamopllOb ia Helps 
0111' Enemies and Threatens Our Freedoms. (Hot Books, 20 16), chap. I . 
j8 Iftikar, 5. 
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Davis with Condi Rice .... If Don Lemon had interviewed Nelson Mandela, he would 

have demanded to know where he stood on 199y Azalea.',39 

One th ing wh ieh needs to be mentioned here is that after September 11 attacks and 

then alter Paris Attack.s, Muslim scholars and intellectuals were invited on national 

television and it was expected that they must condemn these acts. On the other hand 

and it was also pointed out by Arsalan fftikhar on the same show that Christians also 

commit acts which come under the definition of terrori sm but nobody had ever asked a 

priest or a pastor to come on Nat-ional 'T'elevision and give an explanation about these 

acts. But the case was different for Muslim scholars and intellectuals. Moreover, US 

media never labeled a Christian as terrorist even if they performed such acts. For 

example, Dylan Roof was a twenty one year old boy \.vho was respons ible for killing 

A fr ican American in Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston 

SOllth Carol ina. He even ki lIed Clementa Pinckney who wns the senator of the state of 

South Carolina. Before shooting them, Dylan said to these people, "{ have to do it.. ... 

Y· d I · ,-40 ou rape our women an you are ta <lt1g over our country. ' 

When his friends were inquired about his personality they mentioned that he was a 

kind of a person who used to make racist comments on daily basis. Moreover, his 

roommate also admitted that Dylan was planning this kind of a thing from past six 

months and he actually wanted to start a "race war". This incident happened on 17 th 

June, 2015. Paris Attacks also occurred in 2015. Media labeled Paris Attacks as an act 

of terrorism and Muslims were labeled as terrorists but the act of Dylan Roof was not 

considered as terrorism and he was not labeled as a terrorist just because he was a 

39 I ftikar, 6. 
40 Iftikhar and As ian, Scapegoats. 
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Christian and not a MusJim. In fact it had been reported also that when he '.vas arrested 

by police, he was treated really nicely. He complained that he was starving and the 

police took him to Bmger King so that he could be fed. Now one can imagine that if 

this mass shooting was carricd out by a person who was olive skinned or ill other 

words by a Muslim then reaction was going to be rcally very different. Similarly. 

another incident also took place which further proved that media was actually playing 

a double role and it only labeled Muslims as terrorists and there was no concept of 

Christian or American terrorism. Robert Dear was another Christian man \\Iho made a 

plan and then in Colorado he shot up tbe j;lanncd Parenthood CJinic. 41 He also 

executed his plan during the same time when Paris Attacks and San Bernardino 

shooting took place. He had really strong beliefs related to Christianity. Once hi s ex-

wi fe gave a statement in court that he claims to be a Christian and is extremely 

evangelistic .... He says that as long as he believes he will be saved. he can do 

whatever he pleases:12 As mentioned before. this incident also happened at the same 

time whcn Paris Attacks and San Bcrnard ino shooting took place but media did not 

label these acts as terro rism. Moreover. media personalities did not call Christian 

re ligious leaders on thcir shows and did not ask thcm absurd qucstions. They did not 

ask them to prove that Christianity does not promote vio lence. So, one can simply say 

that the US mcdia used the term of terrorism only for those acts of violence for which 

Muslims were responsible. 

Another fact which necds to be mentioned here is that thi s happens not only in the 

United States of America. It happens almost everywher~. Recently in March 20 19, a 

41 Arsalan Iftikar, "Introduction," in Scapegoats: HoH' /s/al1lop/tobia Helps Our Ellelllies and Threatens 
Our F'reedoms. (Hot Books, 2016), 160. 
~~ lftikar. 
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person named Brenton Tarrant carried out mass shooting in two mosques In New 

Zealand and Muslims were attacked. When police anested Brenton, he was not 

charged with terrorism but he was charged with murder. Even after this incident where 

Muslims were directly attacked and cvidence was fOllnd as well as when Brenton 

entered in the mosquc and started this mass shooting he live streamed this on face 

book but no media house called any priest on the show to condemn this attack. 

Nobody called him a terrorist. A professor named Juan Cole also mentioned about the 

dual role played by some of the media outlets and the some of the political figures. lie 

stated "[Oklahoma City bombers] 'ri l1lo tily McVeigh and Terry N icho las would never 

be c,dled 'Christian terrorists' even though they were in close contact with the 

Christian ldentity Movement. No one would speak of Christo-fascism 01' Judeo-

. fascism as the Repliblicanrs] ... speak of 'Islamo-fascism.' [Tn fact, it was] persons of 

Christian heritage [who] invented H:lscism, not Muslims." 

As mentioned before. this incident a lso happened at the same time when Paris Attacks 

and San Bernardino shooting took place blltmedia did 110t labe l these acts as 

terrorism. Moreover, media personalities did not call Christian re ligious leaders on 

their shows and did not ask them absurd questions. They did not ask them to prove 

that Christianity does not promote violence. So, one can simply say that the US media 

used the term of terrorism only for those acts of violence for which Muslims were 

responsible. 

Moreover, after September 11 attacks and then especially after Paris attacks some of 

the political figures in the United States also used the platform of media to promote 

the notion of Islamophobia. They appeared on shows and gave ridiculous statements 
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about Islam and about Muslims. They did not even rea lize that these bizarre 

statements which they were giving against Is lam on National Television wil l only help 

the terrori st groups like al-Qaecla and ISIS. These terrori st groups will actuall y use 

these statements to target you ng Muslims and wi ll say to them that look Western 

World hates us and then they \vill use these Muslim individuals to carry out acts of 

violence . This was also mentioned by a novelist named Mohs in (Iamid in hi s novel 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist. It is H fiction novel but it is based on how the li ves of 

Muslims changed after September II Attacks. In this novel, he narrated the story of a 

Pakistani Muslim named Chnngez who was residing in the United States. After 

September II attacks, his life drastica ll y changed as he had to face discrimination and 

hate crimes. He was attacked by a random guy \,1,1 110 called him fucking Arab. At 

Airport, he had to face discrim ination as he was separated from his fellow prophet for 

checking. These events really perturbed him ancl he returned to his homeland. He then 

became anti-American because he was conv inced that the Westems hate Muslim s and 

they cannot tolerate them as a pati of thei r society. So. Mohsin Hamid also through his 

novel and especiaJly with the help of the main character Changez tried to show that 

how these statements which these politicians and other public figures were giving 

openly were creating a sense of discr im ination among Muslims. They started to think 

that America was no longer thei r home. This obviollsly will help those who want to 

spread terror and they can recruit these individuals to carry out these shameful acts. 

Unfortunately, American politicians and public figures did not pay any heed to it. 

After September 11 Attacks, in November 200 1 Franklin Graham who is the son of 

Reverend Billy Graham was invi ted on NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw. On thi s 
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show he openly Llsed derogatory language against Islam and God.43 Then again in 

2005 he was invited for an interview by Anderson Cooper who at that time was a host 

on CN~. During that interview again he gave absurd statement about Muslims and 

said that there is only one way for Muslims to gain redemption and that is to die in a 

holy war. Then he was again invited for an interview on the same channel (CNN) and 

again he did not have anything good to say abo ut Muslims. lIe again rebuked and 

ridiculed rVfuslims. 

Graham did not stop here. In lower Manhattan, Pmk 51 Community Center was about 

to be constructed and he was the one who openly protested against its construction. 

When he was questioned that why he was against the construct ion of it, he stated thm 

"Muslims will claim now that World Trade Center property is Islamic l<:md.',44 

In October 20 I O. an event with the name of ABC town hall was held and during that 

event Graham stated: "American Muslims want to build as many mosques and culiural 

centers as they possibly can so they can convert as many Americans as they can to 

Islam. ,,·15 

From this statement, it becomes further clear that after the September 11 attacks this 

notion was constructed and implanted in the minds of general masses that Musl ims 

actually want to impose Sharia law in the United States of America and in order to do 

this they can go to any extent and they can become terrori sts as well. Ciraham never 

stated that he was sorry for saying such absurd th ings about a rel igion which is almost 

followed by one fifth of the world's popUlation . Although hi s father, Billy Graham 

43 Arsa [an Ifbkar, "The J\ifcd ia Crusade .Against Islam," ill Scapegoats: How fs lamophobia Helps 01/1' 
Enemies and Threatens Our Fi'eedoms (llot Books. 2016). chap. 2. 
41 Iftikar, chap. 2. 
45 Ttlikar. chap. 2. 
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was not convinced with hi s son's fslamophobic ideology and he also gave an in terview 

in which he stated that he had a lot of friends which were Muslims and they a ll are 

really nice people. 

Apart from Franklin Graham, another popular personality who promoted the 

phenomenon of Islamophohia at that time was Reverend Pat Robertson. He was a lso 

the f()uncler of Christian Coal ition and he promoted Islamophobia through his 

Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN) tel evision . lie sued to do a show on hi s eBN 

television with the name of 'rhe 700 Clu b. lie once lIsed high ly derogatory language 

against Is lam.46 

lie was also invited on a show named 'rllis Week with George Stephanopou los on 

ABC News. During this show he openly said that Mus lims along \vith I [ind us should 

not be given top pos itions in American govcrnmcnt or judiciary. I Ie also gave another 

really pressing statement against Muslims and ls lam on his television. He stated that 

he is allowed to persecute Muslims because, " Is lam is not a religion as sLlch .... [It] is 

actuall y a political system that is bent on clominating you and killing you.',47An n 

Coulter also joined the league of Franklin Graham and Reverend Pat Robettsonwhen 

she stated openly that: ''''ve should invade the ir countries, kill their leaders and convert 

them to Christianity.,,48 

So, one can see that these people were actually against Muslims and labeled them 

terrorists because they were of the view that MlIsli ms were trying to convert 

Americans to Islam. On the other hand it was perfectly okay and jllsti tled fo r them to 

48 lftikar, '"The Media Crusade Against Islam," chap_ 2. 
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convert them to Christianity. They were also doing the same thing but they were 

righteous and nobody had the audacity to call them terrori sts just because they were 

powerful. Ann Coulter used to give hurtful statements against Islam and Muslims on 

dai ly basis and television channels like FOX News gave her a platform to carry out her 

absurd speech. Ann Coulter also stated that all Muslims must be deported from 

Alnerica. 

Thanks to the efforts of Franklin Graham, Reverend Pat Robertson and Ann Coulter. 

politicians like Donald Trump and Ben Carson also became conndent and started to 

give hateful statements against Musjims openly. They knew that nO\N they wou ld not 

be questioned. As mentioned earlier that Paris attacks made the situation worse for 

Muslims in America as after these attacks Ben Carson compared Musl ims to rabid 

dogs without any shame or fear. He stated, " If there is a rabid dog running around in 

your neighborhood, you are probably not going to assume something good about that 

dog:'49 

Everyone knows what he meant as nobody is na'ive, and every single person knows 

that how a rabid dog is treated. Actually, some of the politicians in America from the 

beginni ng were not very fond of Muslims and llsed to th ink that they were disloyal and 

at some point they wou ld deGnitely do something vvhic.h would be really against the 

American societal norms. September 11 attacks actually changed their doubts and 

speculations in to reality. II00v they responded to it and what policies were carried 

against Muslims would be discLlssed in the next chapter. 

49lftikar. chap. 2. 

40 



Another media personality who openly promoted the phenomenon of Is lamophobia 

was Bill Maher. He did a show on HBO and the name of the show was Real Time. 

This show was really famous and he used this show to promote the phenomenon of 

Islamophobia. He once stated on his show that " Islam is one religion in the world that 

kills you when you disagree with them.',5o 

Once he invited Richard Dawkins 'vvho was also someone who used to hate Musl ims 

on hi s show. They discussed about Islam and Dawkins easi ly said that lslarnic 

traditions Iwd t~liled to achieve any th ing. His actual words were, "To hell with the ir 

cu ltu re.,,5! . On another occasion he invited another personality named Sam Harris on 

his show who also hated Muslims. On the same day along with Sam llarris, Ben 

Affl eck was also a guest on hi s shovv. Bill Maher who on dai ly used to re buke Islam 

011 that day also compared Islam with "malia" and staled that if you will say or do 

something which according to it is not correct then you would get killed . Sam Harris 

also joined him and called rslam as "the mother lode of bad icleas:,s2 Usually all the 

guests used to agree with the comments of Bill Maher but on this particular episode 

the tables got turned when Ben AfJ1eck stated that the comments of Bi ll Maher and 

Sam IIarris were actually gross and he also stated that they were making racist 

general izations about Islam. When Ben Affleck took the lead after that some other 

scholars also came 011 front and criticized the comments which were openly made by 

Bi ll Maher. 

50 Iftikar, chap . 2. 
Sl lftikar, chap. 2. 
52 l fti kar, chap. 2. 
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Nicholas Kristof who is a New York Times columnist also stated that the comments 

made by Bill Maher had "a tinge of how white racists ta lk about Ali'ican Americ.ans 

and define blacks."s3 Fareed Zakriya also tried to knock some sense in BiH Maher' s 

mind when he appeared on his show in April 2015. lie stated that Bill Maher must 

show some respect towards the religion of {slarn as he \-vas talking about a religion 

which is the second largest in the world. lie had no authority to mock an entire 

religion. When Fareed Zakriyatried to do that Bill Maher became angry and he went 

to say that the comments given by Fareed Zakriya on his show were actually insulting 

for him. He lIsed to insult an entire religion and when somebody who in reality is a 

sc holar and an intellectual person who is far more knowledgeable than him he became 

offended. 

Apart from thi .. , some .. hows and movies ,vere also made which rebuked Muslims and 

ridiculed Islam. For instance, sitcom Citizen Khan was a shmv which was actually 

directed by a Muslim Ad il Ray but this show also mocked the religion ofIslam. When 

it was aired on BBe after its first episode it waslhund out that BBC received around 

one hundred and eighty five complaints against this show. One of the viewers who 

complained about this show said that: "We fee l though as if this show has crossed the 

line and we expected a comedy show but now we have \vitnessed a mocking show. ,,54 

Another movie with the name of American Sniper was made and Bradley Cooper 

played the character of the main lead of the movie. This film was made in 2014. It was 

53 lftikar, chap. 2. 
51 "Sitcom Citizen Khan Prompts 185 Complaints to the BBe:' 29th August, 
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again a movie which was Anti -Muslim as in this movie killing of Iraqi men, women 

and children was praised. 

A Iter the attacks of September I I whenever something used to happen, some of the 

media outlets used to blame Muslims for that without even carrying Ollt an 

investigation. The same thing happened when an attack was launched on Norway on 

22nd .J ul y 20 I I. This attack was actually carried out by a man named Andres Breivik. 

lie nrst planted a bomb in a car which exploded and ki lled about eight people. After 

that he went to the island of Utoya and started shooting people. His targets were 

actually teenage boys and girls who were actually attending a Labor Patty youth camp. 

lie did not stop lIntil he ran out of bullets and once he vias done then he surrendered 

himself to the SWA'f team. Now the question is why did he carry out this heinous nct? 

it was found out lhat he carried alit this attack as he used to ca ll himse lf a modern day 

crusader against Islam. He gave a statement that it \vas necessary to carry out this 

attack so that Norway can be prevented from becoming a colony of Mus.lims. 

Moreover, he ,vas of the view that Labor Party in Norway was trying to promote 

multiculturalism as they welcomed Mus li m immigrants. This was his mind set. 

A(-ter this attack again. some of the media outlets in the United States displayed its 

double standard and without even carrying out an investigation they started to blame 

Muslims for this act. Even The New York Times and The Washington Post also 

staltcd to link this attack with Jihadi Muslims. Laura Ingraham also statcd that this 

attack was actually a work of Muslim lihadis while she was hosting a show The 

O'Reilly Factor. Although 'when she went on air there were already some news which 

were taking rounds thar the person who was arrested for carrying out this attack was 

43 



not a Muslim but he was actually a European Christian. Pamela Geller who hated 

Muslims also did not waste this opportunity and as soon as she came to know about 

this attack she 'l-vrote on her website "'Jihad in Norway?" Later on things became 

really different when it was found out that the person who carried out this attack was 

actually a European Christian and he used to admire Pamela Cjeller55 This incident did 

not even stop Pamela Geller and in 2012 she bought some famous advertising spaces 

in New York City subway stations and 011 those spaces she exh ibited her 

memorandum. Iler aels promoted: "A panorama of the sky the moment the World 

'Trade Center burst into names [on September II], accompanied by a quote from the 

Quran that reads 'Soon shall We cast terror into the hearts of the Unbelievers."s6 

'rhis attack was never referred to as terrorism and Andres was never called a terrori st 

by the US media. From this incident it becomes crystal clear that terrorism was only 

linked with Muslims and some or the media outlets actuall . .' played a really critical 

role in building this perspective that only Muslims are terrorists and only they can 

carry out terrorism. Although even at that time Christians and others also used to kill 

people and they used to promote vio lence bllt they were not labeled as terrorists 

neither Christianity \-vas called as a religion which promotes violence. 57 

This will be wrong to say that before the attacks of September 11 Muslilns were not 

shown as negative fi gures by media as even before 9/11 some of the media outlets 

were against Muslims. Muslim scholars like Arsalan Iftikhar and Fareed Zakriya tried 

5S Arsatan lftikm', "The White Terror." in Scopegoats: How lslamophobia I-fdps Our Ellemies and 
Threatens Our Freedoms. (Hot Books, 20 (6), c.hap. 4. 

56 [ftikar. "The Sharia Bogey man." chap. 3. 

57 Iftikhar and Asian, Scapegoat.s'. 
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to clear the misunderstanding, but it did not help and hate crimes increased against 

Musl im s. They had to face discrimination and they became the dangerolls OTHERS. 

What they faced and what role did some of the politicians play and certain policies 

which were carried out aga inst them \-vould be discllssed in the next chapter. 

45 



CHAPTER 4 

HATE CRIMES AGAINST MUSLIMS 

As mentioned in the previous chapter that after the September 11 attacks, hate crimes 

against Muslims increased drastically not only in the United States of America but 

also in European states \vhere [\iluslims were in minority. After the attacks of9/1 1, life 

of Muslims in the United States changed as they were now viewed as terrorists or 

sympathizers ofterl'Ori sts who want lO impose Sharia law in America. One thing needs 

to be mentioned here is thnt after 9/11 Musl ims alone did not become targets of hate 

crime. Sikhs also suffered from it .iust because they used to wear a turban and they 

used 10 have long beards so some of the !\ ll1ericallS used to con fuse them \\litll 

Muslims. They used (0 think that these Skihs were also practitioners of Islam. One 

would be surprised to know that the [,irst perSOll who became target 0 f these hate 

crimes post 9i11 was not a Muslim or an Arab. He was a Sikh. His name was Balbir 

Singh Socii and he was an fndian American businessman. He was forty nine years olel 

when he was murdered in Arizona at a gas station. lie was not doing anything wrong. 

LIe was not bothering anyone neither he was carrying out any illegal activity. He was 

murdered just because of the color of his skin and ·because at that he was wearing a 

turban so people who killed them actually got confused and thought he was a Muslim. 

He was murdered on 15th September 200 l. 

On the same day, an Egyptian with the name of Adel Karas was also murdered. Fie 

was also not a Muslim. lie was an Orthodox Coptic Christian. He was killed in Los 

Angeles and he lost the battle of his life just because he resembled with Muslims. 

Then in Texas three people were murdered by a white Christian. One of them \-vas a 

46 



Pakistani who was an owner of a grocery store. The other one was Hindu who owned 

a gas station ancl the third man was a Bangladeshi. That white man ki lled them 

because he was of the view' that these people were responsible for 9/1 1 although they 

had nothing to do with it. 58 Even the ir places of worship including temp les, mosques 

and glll'dawars also became target of violence. For instance, on 5th August 2012 a 

wh ite supremacist with the name of Wade Michael Page entered ill a Sikh temple on 

Oak Creek ,W isconsi n with a ni ne mi lli meter handgun and he killed six people. Again 

the media in the United States did not recognize this act as an act of terrorism because 

a white man killed people who had olive skins. 

Moreover, a ftCI' the September 11 attacks some of the white Americans statted to 

target Muslims deliberately. For instance, a mall named Cra ig Stephen Hicks who was 

forty six years old deliberately ki ll ed three yo ung Mus lim co llege students in their 

own nat at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill in February 2015 . When 

police arrested him and an investigation was carried out then it was found out that he 

did not have any strong reason for that. He just kil led them over a smal l parki ng 

dispute. !\Her sometime it was also found out that he 'was an enemy of religion of 

Is lam. lie once stated, " If your re ligion [Islam] kept its big mouth shut, so would 1.,,59 

So, after all these incidents one cannot deny the fact that after the September I I 

attacks the phenomenon of IsJamophobia grew in the United States of Ameri ca and it 

was real it was not a myth. 

58 Arsala n fftikar. "When Islamo[Jhobia Wears a Badge." in Scapegoats: How Islamophobia Helps Ollr 
Enemies alld Threatens Our Freedoms (Hot Books, 20(6), chap. 5. 
; '1 lftikar. chap. 5. 
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One fact which needs to be mentioned here is that people in the United States at that 

time were not being killed only by Muslims but the main issue was that they were not 

ready to accept this fact. Moreover, some of the media houses exploited this narrative 

and they lIsed it as an opportunity to blame Mus lims for a ll these ki ll ings. For 

instance, Southern Poverty Law Centre published a report in which it was clearly 

mentioned that a white supremacist Dylan Roof alone murdered more people in one 

night than " Islamic terrori sts have ki lled 011 US soil in tota l between 20 II and 20 14.,,60 

Even these facts did not change anything for Muslims and still they had to face 

suspicion. Afte r 9/11 the Ne\v York Pollee Department started to spy 011 American 

Muslim community throughout New York (unconstitutionally) and it was actually 

revealed by Associated Press Reporters Matt Appuzo unci Adum Goldman. They both 

a lso \\/011 Pu litzer Prize in 20 12 for reveallng this. It \-vas a Iso fOllnd out that these 

police officiuls llsed to send undercover agents to tv)' League Colleges like the 

University of Pennsylvania and Yale University. These undercover agents Llsed to spy 

on Muslim students and then they used to give reports to New York Police 

Department. Apart fl'om this , it also sent undercover agents known as "rakers" into 

MusLim neighborhoods. They used to sit \vith Muslims and used to interact with them 

in places like internet cafes, restaurants, halal meat shops and hookah bars. It was a lso 

found out that New York Police Department a lso used to recruit Muslims for carrying 

out spying activities. How they usecl recruit Muslims for this is the real question. 

Actually Muslims who uscd to get arrested for small crimes I ike a traffic vio lation 

they llsed to separate them from other criminals and then they \VCl'e asked to become 

60 lftikar, chap. 5. 
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their spies. Those who lIsed to agree they were given cash rewards. For example, an 

American Muslim named Sbaimur Rahman who \vas at that time nineteen years old 

was arrested. After that he was forced to become an undercover agent and h is task: \vas 

to instigate Muslims to give pejorative comments. l1e used to provide pictures of 

mosques and he used to make li sts with the names of Mus1 ims who lIsed to attend 

religious study groups. Actually a strategy was made by New York Po li cc 

Department with the name of "create and captlll'c". Accordin g to this strategy, the task 

of Rahman was to initiate a conversation with Muslims about jihad and terrorism. 

'1'hen he used to gather their comments and lI sed to give a report to Nev" York Police 

Department. For carrying out this task he was rewarded with a c~lsh prize of abollt 

$ IOOOa month. He himse lf stated that New York Police Department said to him, "We 

need you to pretend to be one of them:,61 The activities of New York Police 

Department actua lly legitimized fslamophobia in the United States of America. Even 

though Muslim officials used to cooperate with them but it did not even spare them. 

F or instance, there was an imam in New York with the name of Reda Shata who lI sed 

to fully cooperate with the law enforcement agencies. lie used to invite po li ce officials 

for break fasts and dinners in his mosq ue. He cven invited Mayor Michael Bloom berg 

for dining in in his mosque but sti ll New York Po lice Department did not forgive him 

and he was also sp ied on continuously. So, this spyin g by New York Po lice 

Department was unconstitutional and it was a ser ious violation of religious freedom . 

One can say that it was actually a kind of psychologica l warfi1 re which was initiated 

against Muslims after September 11 attacks becanse they started to suspect fellow 

worshi ppers. New York Police Department carried out these activities till January 

61 Iftikar. chap. 5. 
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2016. A ner that a law suit was fi led against it and the decision came which forbid it to 

calTY out investigations on the basis ofrace. religion or ethnicity. 

Aller 9111 the hatred of some of the US politicians towards Muslims also increased 

and they openly started to give statements against them. For instance. after 9/11 the 

then Republican Congressrnan Saxby Chambliss held a meeting with emergency 

responders at Valdosta, Georgia. During that meeting he stated that we should "turn 

the sheriff loose and arrest every Muslim that crosses the state line.,,6~ Then another 

Republican Congressman named John Cooksey was invited for an interview at a radio 

channel and he was asked about racial profiling. lIe stated without even thinking ror a 

second, "11' I see someone that comes in that has a diaper on his head. that guy needs to 

be pulled over.,·63 Another Congressman Peter King also gave a bizarre statement. He 

said, "We have too many mosques in this country and thal extremists lead 80 to 85 

percent of American mosques.,·C,4 

This hatred was so strong that even President Barrack Obama had to face it. He \-vas 

also made awk'vvard sometimes just because he was considerecl to be a Black Muslim. 

Due to th is reason, Barrack Obama visited a mosque during the last year of 11 is tenure. 

The statements given by these politicians had a strong impact on American people. 

This can be seen from the j~lct that in 201 1 a public opinion poll was carried out by the 

Public Religion Research Institute. The results of this public poll showed that thirty 

62 rftikar, chap. 5. 
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percent of the American people were of the view that Muslims wanted to impose 

Sharia law in the United States of America.65 

President Donald Trump also used hatred against Muslims as an opportllnity to gain 

votes when he was running his Presidential campaign in 2016. He organized a RaJiy in 

New llampshire and during that someone asked him a question in the follovving 

words: "We have a problem in this country called Muslims. We know our current 

president is one [a Muslim]. You know he is not even an Arnerican. But anyway, \ve 

have training camps growing where they [Muslims) want to kill us. That is my 

question: When can we get rid of them [Muslims in America]?,·66 'rhis was a racist 

remark and Trump should have challenged this but he responded in a similar manner 

and stated, "We are gcying to be looking at a lot of d itTerent tl1 ings and you know, a lot 

of peop le are saying that [Obama is a l'v1 usli m]and a lot of people are say ing that bad 

things are happening and we are going to be looking at that and plenty of other 

things.,,67 Aller becoming President. he also introduced immigrntion ban on Muslims 

which again was a racist policy. 

After 9/1, some of the Republicans turned against Muslims and their hatred towards 

them increased. Several polls were carried out which showed that some of the 

republicans were suspicious aboutl'vluslims. Tn 2015 a study was carried out and it 

revealed that less than half of repUblicans were of the view that the religion of Islam 

should even be legal in the United States. This was the impact of September II attacks 

and this is how it changed the lives of Muslims in the United States. September II 

65 rliikar, ''The ShiH'in Bogeymall," chap. 3. 
6°Iftikar, chap. 3. 
67 rftikar. "When Islamophobia Wears a Badge," chap. 5. 
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attacks not only changed the lives of Muslims in the United States but in other 

European states their lives also changed, Hate crimes increased against them not only 

in the United States of America but also in Europe and in other parts of the world, For 

instance a poll \vas carried out in France in 2016 in which around forty six percent of 

French respondents stated that they are afraid of refuges especially from those wh ieh 

'II t' 1\1 I' " I '11 " " 68 S WI come rom]\1 us lin ma,Jonty areas as t 1ey Wl . carry out terronst activIties. , 0, 

after 9i11 the narrative about Muslims changed not only in the United States of 

America but a Iso in other Ell ropean countries, 

,;8 Engy Abdelkader, "A COl\tlPARATlVE ANALYSIS OF EUROPEAN ISLAMOPHOBIA: 
FRANCE, UK, GERMANY, NETHERLANDS AND SWEDEN," ,62, 
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CONCLUSION 

From above discussion, it becomes clear that [slamophobia is not a myth, but it is a 

reality. The narrative of Islamophobia was created by the United States of America 

and then it used different tools especially media to intensify this phenomenon. 'rhe 

phenomenon of lslamophobia got intensified after September II attacks but even 

before these attacks [slamophobia \vere very much there. After these attacks, iv1uslims 

were openly declared as clangerous others but Muslims were not the first people who 

had suffered this. Before Muslims, Jews were also considered to be dangerous others 

and what happened with them is a different story. Islamophobia and Anti -Semitism are 

more or less the same thing. One is hatred towards Islam and the other one is hatred 

towards Jews but different steps are now being taken in order to prevent Anti

Semitism . Same needs to be done \-vilh Islamophobia. There is a dire need to introdllce 

steps which would curb growing Islamophobia as it is increasing day by day. 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation. must need to come up with a policy and it must 

take steps so that prevent growing of Islamophobia. Islamophobia is real and it is 

growing and it is impacting the lives of Muslims as well. It impacted the lives of 

Mus lims in the United States of America and in Europe and recently one can see wave 

of lslamophobic policies in India as well. So, nobody can deny the fact that 

Islamophobia does not exit and it is a myth. It is real and it is increasing day by day. It 

is widely accepted phenomenon and all around the globe M usl ims nre considered as 

terrorist because of the fact that the United States of America is a hegemon and 

whatever discourse it will create wil l be accepted no matter what and this argument is 

supported by the power knowledge nexus theory as wel l. Nobody calls a white 
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sllpremacist as a terrorist even if they carry out mass shootings. So, one can say that 

Islamophobia is another form of racism and in the United States of America minorities 

are suffering dlle to this racism. Not only Muslims but even black people are also 

suffering and the murder of George Floyd actually proves this tact. So one can say that 

in the United States of America there is not only Islal11ophobia but actually lhere is 

tv! inorily phobia and that is why they are perseclIted. 
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