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Change in Land Own ership, Birrufly System and Social Status in a 

Punja bi Village. 

Introduction 

This study is an attempt to understand the chang ing soc ial patterns and the ir processes in 

Punjabi society in general and the rural areas in part icular. Punjabi society is undergo ing 

a rapid change with di fTerenl mani festations across the society. This process o f chang!.! in 

society and its culture stimulates to understand the Pllnjabi soc iety 1'1'0111 specific 

re ference to its present fo rms of land ownership in rela tion with hi sto ri cal import ance or 

the land. Another important di mension in thi s regard is the concept of biradl'y and casle. 

which has its pecul iar re levance in tJ1C village li fe. This warrants a comprehensive study 

to understand these inter-dependent concepts in a Ill utual re lationship within thei r own 

context. Thus, understanding of these factors needs a mutua ll y inciusivl: ap proach 10 sec 

the Punjabi society in rel ation with land and subsequent composi tion o f the society. 

Land has remained a cornerstone of the social structure of Punjab with its dccp

rooted impact for the society. Digby (1982) has traced the imporlance or land in 

determining one' s social position in North-West India since eighth to twe lfth centuries 

known as period of 'endemic warfare' in which, " landho ld ing became the chief bas is or 

social and poli tical status" and resultantl y it gave bi rth to a system known as " India n 

feuda li sm" (Digby 1982: 46). This re lat ionshi p between land and soc iety has remained 
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importan t throughout the times of ancient Indian rulers to the contemporary times. ]rfall 

Habib has debated the role of land and the patterns of its divi sion with their attri bu tes like 

" large ho ld ings of the khots or headmen, to the petty plots o f the bale/bars. or village 

menials" (Habib 1982: 48). These attributes like klwts, baldars etc. show the importance 

of land in determi nig one's position in the soc iety during pre~ll1ughal timcs. 

Now, we turn to a recent time i.e. the Bri tish colonial period where there was a 

systematic sett lement, di stribution and allocation of land with deep roo tcd and long term 

impact for society. Imran Ali, a Pak istani hi storian, through his rcmarkable work by 

minute ly exploring these trends, is di rect ly re levan t. He has traced the results of colonial 

interventions in the fertile lands of Punjab with their ever-lasting impacts on social 

composition of the area. Before the arrival of British and the enactment o/" the canal 

colonies. only small portions of thi s very fert il e land were being used for agriculturc. The 

whole land of Punjab, which was under "canal irrigation" before 1885 increased from 

"3,000,000 acres to around 14,000,000 acres till 1947" (Ali 2003: 9- 10). All detai ls 

given by Ali (2003) give us a g li mpse into the entire change that took place in thi s pari or 

the subcontinent. However, pract ical outcome of the relationship or society and statc in 

today' s Punjab is of d irect concern. Imran Ali is quile relevant to trace the or igin or 

today's land owne rship patterns in co lonial social enginee ri ng. He is or the view: 

"Those who obtained land strengthened their position in society and were the rea! 

beneficiaries of agricultural colonization, while those who were exclllded ji-O/ll 

this new resource suffered a relative weakening oj their stat liS , . (Ali 2003 : 62) 

Colonial administration instrumcntalizcd the role of land 10 changc the composi tion or 

society for all times to come, according to its own interests. It shows the sign ificance o r 
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land not on ly as an important source of food and econom ic self-sufficiency, but also as a 

determinant of social status. Al i (2003) explores the relationship between state practi ces 

and consequent hierarch ical division of society for coming times. The wri ter analyses 

colonial policies as responsible for allotting land in such a way, which divided people as 

"agriculturists" and the "non-agriculturists" al so known as "kamins 01' menials" (Ali 

2003 . 64). 

imran Al i's (2003) book provides us very llseful detail s ofa huge project of sm: ial 

engineering in the Punjab with some initial impacts or some projected impacts on Ihc 

society without elaborating how it looked at ground. However, Eglar (\960) provides us 

with the most useful picture of how the Punjabi society was practically shaped in the 

wake of these colonial practices. Eglar (\960) tries to sec the village life and the role of' 

land, birac/ari, caste, religion, seasons, land cultivation, honour, prest ige and social 

dependence through the concept o f formal practices of Varian Bl/an)i and the economy or 

the village. Eglar's book (2010) can better be understood by seeing the trends of land 

di stribution among certain categories of people and the consequent rolc or land 

ownership patterns at the village through ' rec iproci ty' based upon 'vangaar' and 'varian 

bhwy'i'. Thus, different au thors have debated social implications of these trcnds or land 

ownership in Punjab (Ahmad 1977, Chaudhary 1999. Mohmand 20 11 , Javed 201 2). 

Moreover, the living significance ofland ownership palterns has also been debated as an 

arena in state pract ices since British period (Gilmartin 1988) to contemporary polit ical 

processes like voting behaviour (Mohmand 2011) and the role of landed el ite in politics 

through patronage (Lyon 2002, Talbot 1998). 
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Like above mentioned authors, for Eglar (2010) the ownership or land is 

"dividing line between zamindars and kammis, the interest of both is centcred on thc 

land" (Eglar 20 10: 59). The author has also debated the understanding o f social capita l 

and economic capital in the village mainly attached with land at her time of study. The 

author argues that not only ownership, but even the size and quality of land is also 

important "among the zamindars themselves, size o f landholding is the basis on which 

social status is measured" (Eg\ar 2010: 60). The author further ex tends the role or land 

ownership patterns to see the effects of these patterns in the society through regulation 

and maintenance of relations. 

For understanding the social relations in the village, Eglar's study (2010) is of 

primary importance through her insight fu l understand ing of the institut ional fi·am cwork 

of ' VarIan Bhanji' (mutual exchange of gifts). She defllles 'varIan blumji" as "An 

exchange of gifts and also refers to gifts so exchanged; likewise it denotcs the 

relationship between people established through this exchange" (Eglur 20 10: 119). This 

institutional setup of mutua l intcn .. it:peudence is reinforced through hierarchies and 

fee li ngs based upon the consciousness of closeness and distance. Importantly, the book 

tri es to explore the interdependence of a village community as dctermined by llllllllill 

understanding of 'social capital' here in the book ca lled as ' Prestige or Izzaf' (Eglm 201 0: 

61) depending upon different factors li ke caste, land ownership and durat ion of 

relationshi p which decide about the level ofparticipatioll in this interdependence. 

Both these studies of Ali (2003) and Eglar (20 10) show the central importancc of 

land. This shows that division of land, given its scale of operation as described by Inmm 

Ali (2003), resulted in immense forces of transformation in the society. Resultantl ),. 
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people started internalizing the role of land ill their lives in relati on with the practical 

impacts of land ownership. Since Eglar's fieldwork (1948-53), which was laler ('Ill 

pub li shed ( 1960, 20 I 0), no systematic field research has been undertaken to acadelll il:ally 

understand the changes that have taken place in the Punjab with majnly focusin g on 

bndownership and biradary system. This study intends to fill the gap for understanding 

the role of land in th~ social change which is the central focus of this study. Further Ihis 
, 

gives birth to the understanding of the social trends and attitudes at present, which were 

• 

historically defined througlYland. However, Illy observation is that land is no l110re single 

most important determinant of social prestige . 

. 1.1 Statement of the Problem 

Society in the viJ\age is undergoing a change in the wake of factors li ke improvl::d 

mechanization, enhanced use of money I , role of media, industriali zation and populalion 

increase resulting in shrinking land holdings2
. These factors are self-cvident on a visit 01' 

village. Technological advancement has replaced human means compelling 10 remain 

interdependent through 'mal1g ' or 'vongool". Moreover, as the life in the vi llage is 

witnessing rapid change in its social setup, this study atlepmts to answer some of the 

questions, doubts and confusions about the village. The above given background porlrays 

the earlier vitality ofland in the village life, but the modern relationship bctwecn land and 

society in the present context is of direct concern. There are many striking rea li ti es and 

academic studies, which challenge the traditional principal role of land. Moreover. the 

1. Clifford Geertz (1993) has highlighted same aspects of change In Javan trad itional society about f OU l 

decades earlier "Population growth. urbanization. monetization, occupational differentiation and the like, 
have combined to weaken the traditional ties of peasant social structure" (P, 148). 
1 Zekiye Eglar had observed" With the 'Green Revolution' introduced by the government, ch~ were 
starting to take place in an area that had remained the same for centuries" (Sa rwar, fW' Ii e;,~06J 

-.' ). 
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not ions of caste and biradry as a permanent feature have a lso been cha llenged. This was 

already observed by Saghir Aluned : 

"lJllom members forced 10 adopI some othe,. occllpa(ion have in mOSI c:uses 

become known by the name of the new occllpation. For example, the tobas (Irel/ 

cleanerj~ I an occupation which disappaeared with fhe advent of Ihe inigolhlll 

canals, became carpenlel's" (Ahmad 19 77: 74). 

There are serious challenges to the trad itional sehlp of vi ll age- li fe. This can also be 

understood from increas ing trends of mobili ty to cities and increas ing population, which 

leaves land ownership with decreasing potential fo r dependence. As Muhammad A. 

Qadeer has made it clear: 

.. Villages have turned il1fo cities and cities have spread alit 10 become megalopolises. 

These are the physical expressions of /I/'b(mizafio/'l, which is dejilled {IS IIw 

concentration ofa/arge number o.fpeop/e " (Qadeer 2006: 14). 

These trends themselves raise serious questions about possible dependence UpUll till: 

land. Now this pl'Ocess of change in the society generates a potent ial debate abollt the 

mutual relevance and signi fi cance of the actors invo lved in the process. So, a relational 

and mutually inclusive study of the actors has been duly realized. This aspect is also 

corroborated by Ian Craib, who sees "The first prol)crty of societies" as relat ional bccimse 

" they are comprised of enduring relations of the agents to each other and to the 1ll<llerj:lI 

objects that also make up the social environment" (Craib 1984: 22). Above given 

refe rences of change and composition of village life endorse the need fo r rei nvestigation 

of the earlier study with certain questions and doubts to be academica ll y explored. 
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This study has reali sed the need to investigate the social change in the village with 

main focus on study of Eglar (1960), which tri ed to understand the village life mail11y 

revolving around land. The role of land as a dividing marker and its existing significance 

for biradlY system has been debated to show the penetrating forces of social change. 

Indeed, a Punjabi village is composed of land among individual s and their respective 

positions in biradri, which play important ro le for placing someone in hi s or her 

indiv idual or collective position. So, the study tri es to determi n the importance of land 

ownership and the signifi cance of birad,y system, which determine the extent o f" social 

status defined by them. 

Ccntnll Stntemcnt 

This sttldy proposes a departure from the inherited understandings about over· 

stated importance of land ownership for its economic and socia l signi ficance. h is 

proposed that ro le ofland in the village can not be taken anymore as sole structu re. which 

' enables' only those who own it or as a ' constraining ' one fo r those who lack it s 

ownershipJ. Moreover, the social importance of lanel has al so been proposed to alternate 

with new factors like increased use of money, mecahanizat ion of domestic sphcrcs and 

di versification of means to accumulate economic capital. Thus, the vil1age li k is 

proposed to be understood with main focus on diverse factors, which arc redefining the 

earlier significance of traditional roles of land and biracily. 

l This understanding of land as a 'structure' to be 'enabling' or 'constraining' is credited to Giddens (19H4, 
1979) 'Theory of structuration'. 
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1.2 Theoretical Framework 

At present, the main thrust of socia l sc iences is on ..:ertain theoret ical models given by 

sociologists. However, the comparatively recent theoretical frames offered by Pien'\). 

Bourdieu and Anthony Giddens seem to be more re levant themes of human action. Mail1 

argument of the prescnt study seems 1110re relevant with that of Giddens. It is not merely 

a matter of convenience to operationalize one of the theories and to reject the remaining 

ones. Pierre Bourdieu's main ideas about the societal dynamics can be analysed ulrough 

his idea of capital. According to Bourdieu: 

"capillll, which, in iI~' objectified or embodied /OI'IIIS, l akes lillie 10 aCCIIIJlII/lIle 

and which, as a potential capacity to produce pro/ils and to reproduce ifse(l in 

identical or expanded fo rm, contains a tendency to persist ill its being, is a fiwcc 

inscribed in the objectivity of things so tltat evelytfling is 110t equally ' pns,"ibfe (II' 

impossible" (Bol/rdietl 1986: 46) 

This approach o f Bourdieu to see the potential capacity o f capital to 'persist in its being' 

seems problematic in the light of contemporary study. which altmpts to analyse lhc 

processes of change, This is the reason that Bourdicli has been judged to "fall into cerwi n 

deterministic pitches, thus over-emphasising the role of structures in influencing human 

behavior" (perez 2008-2009). 

Bourdieu' s understanding of everyday life in terms of economic importance IS 

also difficult to sustain, Bourdieu argues: 

Has evely one knows, priceless ,things have their price, and the e:l:lreme d!Oiculty 

of converting certain practices and certain objects infO money is oll/y dlle 10 Ihe 
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f act ,har this conversion is refused in Ihe eve,:y inlel1liol1 that prlu!lIces ,hem, 

which is nothing other thall tlte denial (Vem eil1llllg) (~rthe eCfJ/10/lly " (BollI'dieu 

1986: 46). 

This tendency or resistance of the producing mechanisms in the fllce of challenges also 

becomes unsustainable, when seen against the increasingly monetized practi ces in 

cultural domain of tradition. 

This limitation of the Bourdieu' s theory mainly seems to be due to hi s concept or 

' habitus,4 as "a sys tem of generated dispos itions in tegrating past experi ences" which tor 

him "functions at every moment in a matrix of perceptions, apprec iations and actillllS" 

(Bourdieu 1977: 83). This historical baggage of'habilus' functioning at every momenl is 

further probJematised by Bourdieu's concept of 'field ' "as a social arena within which 

people compete for scarce resources" and as a social system "based on slruclmc in power 

relationships; a network, or configuration of objec tive relations between posi ti oll!-o" 

(Bourdieu and Wacquant 1992: 92). So, Bourdieu 's concept of 'habi tus' as a perallllll.:nt 

baggage in a ' field of scarce resources) fee ls diffi cult to hold in the light of pres en I Silldy. 

where the study as it unfolds would bring to fore the con1licling ideas wi th Ihe argulllents 

of Bourdieu. However, Bourdieu's ideas would reeur as the study demands. For e;..;all1plc. 

Bourdieu's idea about <Habitus' as defined earli er and his LJnderstanding of mutllal 

interplay between economic capital and cultural capital over the time is understandabl y 

relevant. 

4 Bourdieu's concept of 'habitus' is an important idea but it leads to or it may be til ken as a result 01 
8ourdieu's pre-supposed might iness of structures, which leaves very little space for agency 
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There is direct need and relevance of' Anthony Giddens theory of struc tur:ltion, 

which seems more important to theori ze the main argument o f'the study at hand. Ant hony 

Giddens' s interest in the systemic formulation or ' Theory o f' Structuration' traces its 

origin in his writ ings from 1976. The autho r defines agency as " the stream or ClI.:llIClI or 

contemplated causal interventions of corporeal be ings in the ongoi ng process o f' events

in-world" (Giddens, 1976: 75). Author further gives space to the agent who "could have 

acted otherwise" bes ides the vision of the "world as consti tuted by a stream of' events-in

process independent of the agent does not hold om a predetermined futurc" (Giddens, 

1976: 75). These trends in hi s formulation of different theoretica l concepts abou t acti on 

and space negotiated between agency and structure , show Ihat for Giddens, structure docs 

not remain so over-emphasised. This understanding of Giddens is crystallized in his 

leadi ng theorem of the theory of structuration where "every socia l actor knows a grea t 

deal about the condi tions of reproduction of the society of which he or she is lllcmlx;{ ' 

(Giddens, 1979: 5). 

Furthermore, anutht:r rdtwant theme of Giddens 's theory pF structuration is hi s 

concept of ' duality of structure' which means for him "the structural properties or soc ia l 

systems are both the medium and outcome of the pract ices that consilule them" (Giddens. 

1979: 69). This idea of structure as outcome of the practices that const itute them, 

becomes direct ly relevant when Giddens conceptualizes mutual dependence of structure 

and agency. Giddens further argues: 

"The identification oj strllcillre with constraint is a/so rejected: s(ruct/lre is Iw(h 

enabling and constraining, and it is Olle oj the specific tasks oj social theolY to 
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slIfdy the conditions in the organisation of social .5ystell1s Ihat govern fh e 

inlerconneclions be/ween the two " (Giddens, 1979: 69-70). 

This is an interest ing theme of Giddens's theory of structuration, which seems to be 

direct ly relevant with emerging themes of the study. As the notion of academically 

presumed understanding of structures in Punjabi vi ll age seems not to be so ri gidly 

defined as it has been taken, this identification of structure as enabling and constraini ng 

seems pertinent Another interesting aspect about Giddens's duality o f structure is 

significant because the structural properties themselves are seen by Giddens as a 

manifestation of the consti tuting forces themselves. 

As present study is a case in point, the re is need to locate the study in its own 

milieu of directly relevant studies. The study at hand is about the changing traditi onal 

structures as they have been presented in the contemporary literature and the negoti ,nion 

of agency with these structures. First of all , the above cited studies of Ahmad 1977, Alvi 

1972, Chaudhray \ 999, Javed 20 12, Lyon 2002 and Mohmancl 20 I I, present the bi}"{l(hy 

system as a structure which mainly influences the conduct of individual actors. lJi/"{/(/Jy 

system is assumed to be super-structure, which domi nates the rest of indiv idual , grou p or 

collective spheres. Zekiye Eglar's understanding of the birad,y system of its own lime 

seems challenged in its existing context in relation with traditional image of hiracl!y. 

Moreover, an important theme of such studies has been zalllindar and kam",i relations. 

This relationship inherently gives sense of rig id social sett ings, which do not give equal 

space to the kammi castes. This inequality between zall1indar and kall1l11i is seen as 

structural hindrance on the part of kalllmi to employ his/he r agency. So, as an OULline 01" 

the mainstream existing frames, which surround the whole debate abollt ' agency" and 
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'structure' , patLerns o f land ownership and bir(uhy system as a force in the village. can hI.: 

seen to operationalize poss ible theoret ical opt ions. 

Apparently, a ll these formulations by Giddens about role of agency and structure 

111 the action feels somewhat irrelevant, but these are themes which make sensc by 

applying them in the context of vi llage. For example, if role of land ownership is sccn as 

an enabling agent for those who own it and constraining for those who lack this 

ownershi p, there are somc extendable poss ibilities of 'thcory of strucLuration'. 

Furthermore, Birad,y system as a la rce is not equally strong in the village and its 

Fundamental tenets, which we have inheri ted, are being redefin ed aga inst the historical 

sense. This has been debated by Giddens as he proposed that " the structural properti l.:s" 

are "outcome of the practices that consitute them" (Giddens, 1979: 69). Thus, thi s 

understanding o f Giddens can be seen in the light of changing signi fi cance of bir{t(hy, 

which can not be essential ised in its role as a structure. There is no doubt abou t thc fact 

that birad,y is still a strong social force in the village, but the intensity and strength or ils 

traditiono l actors is in the process of renegoriat ion with the conventiona l sensibili ty of 

'structures' . 

Likewise, land ownership al so can not be seen in its assumed earli er worth to shape 

the broader socio-economic landscape of the village. The earlier economic signi fi cance 

and social imagination about the positions of different involved actors on the basis of 

land ownership is also no more socially relevant in the current contex t of the villagt:. 

Thus, the traditional understanding of 'structures' and 'agency' as a background 

knowledge seems to give more space to the non-landholding fam ilies as it is generally 

believed. The societal dynamics of the operationali zation of 'theory or strucluration' is 
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expected to be presented in the fo llowing chapte rs. So, as the given background S~~I11 ~ III 

be suuported more by Giddens's ideas of theory of structuration, yet Bourdicu "Iso 

remains re levant in some o f the aspects, which would be made clear as the study 

proceeds. 

1.3 Village P rofile 

1.3.1 MoM" in GujNl/: Bigger Picture. 

Glljl'af is one of the most important districts in Pakistan. It has been enjoying over-riding 

importance in Pakistan, due to its location and its role at di fferent historical phases. These 

roles and importance of GlIjral has earned it the titles li ke "The pivot of Pakista n" 

(Rehman and Wescoat .lr. 1993: 19). Gllj l'Clf has remained an important ci ty throughout 

its history. Besides military and political importance of this area , there has remained a 

trend of industriali zation as well. Rehman and Wescoat .lr have debated the historical rol e 

of Glljral as "center for maki ng swords, daggers and other warfare too ls during Mughal 

period" (Rehman and Wescont .1 1'. 1993: 12). This trend is still vis ible in the area bl:l:all s~ 

it is one of the largest industriali zed areas in Pakistan. So, GI!/I'at connected through 

Grand Trunk road and established mai nly by the colonial pract ices is an important area in 

terms of its dependence upon industry and local bus inesses. However, these busincss(.;s 

are being in fluenced now by the larger ones and being connected wi th international 

businesses5
, 

5 This fact is vindicated by the locat ion of the village of study, which is surrounded by One flour mill, two 
rice mills in the North of the village Near Harianwala (hawk, two (NG stations, one pipe factory in the 
east of the village, Two fi lling st at ions and three hotels one at the G. T. road. 
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Mohla is a vi llage located at the left side of G:r Road while from Lahar\! to 

Islamabad. The village lies 8 kilometers in the south west side of Glljral cit y. Mohfa 

village is div ided into two vi llages of lvlohla Ka/aan known as Mah/a wadda (Big) and 

Mahto Khurd as Mahto lando (Mohla at the side, where sun sets in). Mohla Ka/aal1 is 

located at the west side of Grand Trunk road. The village has extended to G.T road n~ wt'. 

Moh/a khurd is situated in the north of Moh/a kalaan. Both these villages an: 

adm inistrat ively considered single uni t, but there is a feeling of difference and di stanc\! 

between people of both these villages. The difference is mainly in terms of social makcup 

of the village, as there is not such a clear difference of landholding among the f~ltll il ies of 

zamindars at Mahla Khl/rd un li ke two Cheema fam ilies owning most of the land of 

Mahla kalaan. Therefore, people of Mohla Khurd are considered socially morc organ ized 

as compared to people of MaMa kalacl/1 because the Zalllindar famil ies of 1140hla KllIIl"d 

have set some standards, which have to be met at every cost by the fe llow village 

brethren. However, thi s is not truly reflected in MaMa Kaloan because the Challdlll ), of 

Mol1la kalaan is reported ly less interested in affairs of the village. 

Moreover, the vi llage is surrounded by villages o f Kal/wla at sO llth cast, GI/CI~i 

Chak at South west, Shodiwaf at North West and Dhirkey at north. With the passage of 

time Mah/a Kalaan has become too close to Sammall to make a geographical di stincti on. 

Another important li nk of the village with outlying vi ll ages in NOrlh-west side o/" the 

village is road leading to Shadiwal, which al so connects SalJllJlan with G. T. road to 

enable supp ly of sand to the di stant places. Furthermore, an important pHrl of these 

6 This ext ension is a resu lt of the shift of two barber shops, one tailor shop, one blacksmith shop <J nd two 
hotels at the main G. T. road. Th ese shops have been constructed in a row, which seems like a small 
market in citi es. 
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villages is thei r mutual ownership and use of bella, (a long stretch of sand extending to 

kilometers in length and almost one kilometer in wid th in the ri ver) ror wheat cultivation 

by some fami lies and the most important use of this land is to keep animals there arter 

end of winter till the September, the lime of flood after monsoon rains, Furthermore, 

there are other social, economic and politica l boundaries as well , which cri sscross these 

geographical boundaries, For example, people are inter-related th rough tics o f marriages, 

business and political affi liations with nearby villages or the distant ones, These ti cs also 

play their role as catalyst to feeli ngs of affiliations and closeness at some times wh l.: l1 it 

comes to matching life partners and deciding about poli tical support. 

1.3.2 Physical and Demographical Makeup of the Village 

Mohta is located at the west of G, T. road and this proximity to road provides the village 

easy access to Gujl'af city, Wazirabad city, and other nearby villages, As one leaves G. T. 

road, there starts a market and the road leads to centre of the village, This same road 

crosses Mohla Ka/aal1 to cross MoMa klw/'d also, Throughout this road lhere al'(; no 

kacha (mud) houses except some o f the deel1dar hOllses or Mol"a kImI'd. There is no 

typ ical difference of hav ing Zamindar houses in middle of the village \"hile those of' the 

kall1l11 is at the outer side of the village7, At Moh/a Kalaan, the most important location is 

owned by the ChaudlllY Pervez Cheema himself, for hi s KOfhi (bungalow) and b(/i!lwk 

(the place for guests) the earlier situated right in the middle of the village while baillwk in 

7 Chaudhry, (1999) ststes that generally Zamindar families live in the centre of the village an d landless 

groups are at the outer-side of the geographica l boundary of the village. This is not the case at both 
villages of the study except one house of the Chaudhry of the Moh1a ka/aan, whose baithak is at the 
outer-side of the village. 
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front of mosque, surrounded by lash green fie lds owned by the Chaudlny himsel r. RC~I or 

the vi llage is divided almost on equal terms among all other biradries and ramilies. 

There are zamindar and kammi houses in every street known as mohallas in thc 

village. Almost same pattern of housing is at Mahta KI1lIrd except one !lIe! tha! the 

houses of eleendars (those who are considered as recently converted from lowest stmla of 

the society) are kachay (mud made). There are also much wider streets of Mah/a khurtlm: 

compared to Mohta kalaan. Another important observation has becn some of the morc 

beautiful houses of the kammi castes than those of zamindars. So, the tradit ional il11tlgc of 

a village as it is generally divided among the population of the vi llage is 110 marc relevant 

for both villages of Moh/a kalaan and Mah/a Khurd. 

From the demographical point of view, according to the latest prepared lists for 

local bodies' election there are total almost 1500 registered voters of both villages. Mohlll 

KalaQ/l leads by approximately 100 votes. Mainly, there are Jail biradries which own 

almost all of the cultivable land. They are Cheema, Warraich, Bajwa, Chall/lli. Sandhll, 

Hanjra, TaraI' and Janjuo families. Most of the fam il ies are from Warraich bira(ftJl 

because their ancestors were settled by the Colonial administration from Chopaala a 

vi llage on the Chenab River to Sheedan wali ncar Phaalia tehsil of Mandi l3aha Udd in 

districtS. There is not even a single Warraich fam ily, which does not own land in both 

these villages, though some of the families have been left now with only nominal 

landholdings. Furthermore, WarlYlich biradl)! is followed by CheemG biracby in terms or 

thei r household number, although Cheema biradlJl owns most of the land near the village 

I This was shared with researcher by Chaudhry of the Mahla Kalaan and it is generally agreed 
understanding among the people that Warraich biradry was allotted land In this belt by the colonial 
administrators. 
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because the largest tracts of land in terms of ownership per household is owned by 

Cheema khandan at first two numbers. Moreover, there is one fam ily or TaraI' Jall~, who 

are on their nanki dheri (lhe land inherited trough mother's line). Another famil y on 

nanki dheri is that of ChaJlha family. Moreover, f!cl/1jra and Jcu!illa arc the families Whl) 

do not own land but are considered Jails because they are one Goth or clan from many or 

the JOtl goths. Likewise, there are two Jatl families of Sandhu and Bc~iwa at },llohla 

Khurd, who are also on their nanki dheri. 

It is not easy to tell the number of families of any biradry because ass i gnill ~ 

numerical value as being a complete household carri es a different definition of the 

household by the family itself from the one defined or understood by the researcher. This 

was known to the researcher while asking a group of four elderly peoplc abollt their 

definition of a tabbar (household). There was a feeli ng among the elders that they 

consider the household as a rabbar, who has not divided land and whose members do not 

engage in Vartan Bhallji as independent members. I-Iowever, 1'01' the people it was 

important at present that the conceptualization of tabba,. docs !lut rt;muin as ri gid as it 

was earlier. The reason for present understanding about the (abba/' is that fami lies arc 

themselves divided in people living abroad or having jobs outside the village, Thus, the 

tabbars and individuals arc accordingly represented and expected for their /'akh roklw() 

(mutual dealing at daily basis) in society, Thus, for the sake of our own convenience, we 

can rely on definition given by the people of village themselves as having same house 

and representation orthe fami ly in VarIan Bhanji as a tabbar. 

There are three Buff families who have mostly their reliance upon income [rom 

abroad, transport business and a family relying on govenmlcnt job as clerk in WaleI' and 
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Power Development authority (WAPDA). Furthermore, there are approximatel y twelllY 

Moochhi /abbars (water-carrier and the one who used to co llect wood for the t~lIni l ics 

with whom the family was at seyp) in both villages, almost same number of .III/a//{{ 

tabbars (weavers), 25-28 Mllsalli tabbw's (cleaners), 15 kllll1haar (abbars (potter and the 

supplier of grain to households from the field) , 13-15 lIIachi (abba!'s (cobbl!.!r), 4 Noi 

(abbars (barber) and 3 lohaal' tabbars (b lacksm ith) in both the vi llages. Another caste, 

which is ne ither ranked among the Zall/indar families nor in kammi families, is that of 2 

Lalari fami lies at MoMa kalaa11. Lalari families have thei r dyei ng business in GI!jraf city. 

It is important to note that no family of these kammi famil ies is working on seyp except a 

klllnhaar and nai of Mohla Kill/I'd. The fu ll picture o f th is institut ional arrangement or 

seyp has been largely transformed due to the varied means and sources o f the kallllJli 

fami lies. The deta iled analys is of the profess ional layout of these kalJlllli families and 

thei r present professional options has been discussed in the coming chapter of land 

ownershi p. 

1.3.3 L und O wn ership Patterns 

Cheema fam ily is main land owni ng famil y of lhe village, which holds approximalely 

100 acres of land or 4 ' l1Iurabbay' (\ mllrabba= 25 acres). Ch. Pervez frs/wc/ CheelJw i ~ 

owner of this land. He owns this land exclusively because his brother Ch. GII/rez irs/wc/ 

is seltled in America as surgeon and does not seem to claim his share. Moreove r. eh. 

Pervez also bought a lmost all of the land from his relatives who shi ned to Sargod/w and 

Siafkot except one of his cousins, who did not sel1 the land to him for personal reasons. 

Another, important land owner is Ch. Jawwad Cheellla, who is absentee land owner and 

owns almost 60 acres of land. He has just ret ired from his post of federal secretary and 
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has started taking some interest in his property near vi ll age though he still lacks 

practically complete interest as a land owner li ke other za11/indars. Almost 4 years back, 

ChalldlllY Jawad sold his 18 acres of land to the real esta te developer known in the nallie 

of ' River Garden Housing Society'. Another, important fami ly in th is regard is that or the 

two sons of Malllvi Sarda,. Warraich, AII/aan VI/ah and Allsall Vllah. They own almost 

50 acres of land. half of which is cultivable and hal f of rest is in the river. 

Moreover, rest o f the landhold ing families most ly belong to Warraich famili es. 

followed by Cheema, Tarar, Challha, Sandhu and Bajwa families. It is interesting to nOle 

that except Warraich and Cheema families, all the families are at their l1al1ki dheri (land 

inherited from mother). Tara,. and Chall/Ill families are from Mohla Kalaan whereas 

Sandhu and Bajwa famil ies are from Moh/a K/llIrd. All of lhese fam ilies own land but no 

one has ownership of more than 20 acres. Importantly, th is land at present is still owned 

most of the time as fam ily instead o f ownership as individuals. This does not mean thaI 

the referred fam ilies do not divide land betwecn the indiv iduals. However, it seems 10 be 

important part of consciollsness of all individuals and families that it is IXlIe!' to hl: 

remembered co llect ively instead of inheri ting too li tt le share to rcmain indi vidually self

suffi cient. 

The constant division of land within fami lies makes it much dl.!arl:1' among thl: 

people. The significance of land for complcte village is incrcHsing because 011 the olle 

hand, those fami lies who already own land are facin g Ihe acute shortage o f' land. On thl: 

other hand, those families, which have enough resources to buy land, fi nd it almost 

impossible 10 buy from those fam il ies who themselves feel that their ownershi p of land is 

shrinking. For example, the largest Blfll fami ly, who have 5 brothers settl ed in Europe 
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and two brothers having good transport business at local level , has been asking ChalldlllY 

Pervez to se ll some land to them f'or construction o f home. However, the Clwlld/IIY has 

never acceded to thei r request. The people of village believe that sell ing land to 111/(/ 

famil y might be harmful to the interests o f Chaudhry himsel f. Moreover, it IS also 

bel ieved that ChaudlllY neither needs money to se ll land nor he is will ing to see SOl11conc 

else constructi ng a baithak in front of his bail/wk. Thus, se ll ing land is still not liked 

among the vi llage fe llows unless a proper reason warrants the sa le ofland like leaving the 

village or shi fti ng somewhere else. 

1.3.4 Elements of Change 

(a) Mobility, Foreignizllt ion and Jobs in the Village. 

As the location of the villages suggests, about some poss ible tre nds leadi ng to increasing 

monetization, industrialization and businesses proliferat ing around the vi llage. thi s is 

trul y refl ected from Mohta 9 and it s surroundings. As the study aillls to dr~\\v a 

comparative analysis with the study conducted by Zekiye Eglar. there is visible departure 

of the earl ier trends as compared with those of contemporary times. Gujm/ is one of" the 

areas in Pakistan, which have proportionally larger numbers of em igrants. 1\1/ol1la. in il s 

role as a vill age of the larger cluster o f vi ll ages, towns and ci ties, located in the area with 

one of the largest emigrant ralio, also fo llows the larger social trend. The earlier ovcr-

rid ing importance ofl and has become di ffi cult to be sustained due to the limi ted possible 

reliance upon land coupled with increasing mobility. 

9 When the singular word for both the villages as Mahto is used, it represents both the villages of mahto 

koloon and Mahlo khurd. 
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People seem to follow their preferences, which are operationali zed within brotldcr 

socio-economic context of the village in terms of trend to go abroad for earning moncy. 

Moreover, pemlanent settlement is also a preferred option if there if one manages to 

settle. These patterns themselves are neither equally shared nor realized on proportional 

basis among different households depending upon certain determining clements. 

Moreover, people decide about their favored destination depending upon the people who 

are already living there. Preferably, if a brother, cousin, hamsaya (ne ighbour) or fricnd 

from the village or from outside the village is already there, then that dest ination as a 

place to work is prefen·ed. There is need to understand the village as operat ing diffe relltly 

for respective actors in their capacities at individual , group or at Bil'Clcity levels. It is 

difficult to pinpoint any speci fi c family, which has peculiar reason for ils decision to seck 

employment abroad. indeed there are reasons, which are shared by the people al 

individual level, but it also operates within the village as a general requirement to meet 

the socially prescri bed standard. For example, if a person belonging to kaml1li family 

docs not have any work to do, it may be more simple decision for him to go to travel 

agent instead of a person from Zamindar famil y who does not hold enough land lO 

support himself. So, at present, there is hardly any fam ily except some MIISltlli families. 

which does not have its male member abroad as source of earning money as 

remittances 10. 

The patterns of mobility to Gujrat ci ty as well as going abroad for earning money 

may be traced from routinized activities of people to the extended form of looking lor 

possible avenues at abroad. There are strong reasons for mobility of people like going to 

10 This trend to go abroad for earning money among the Musalli families is also increasing. During the 
researcher's stay. there were two boys of the Musa/li families. who were trying to get visa. 
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schools, colleges and university, jobs ei ther in government sector or in private sec tor. 

There is a clear outgo ing routine of the village people in the morning. 130ys and girls start 

leaving village for their schools and colleges in the morning. The boys mostl y go at their 

own by using university bus, motorbikes or other public transport , but the girl s have been 

provided pick and drop facility fo r thei r schools and colleges. There arc a few students 

who study at Moh/a primary school. They mainly belong to those households who do not 

have enough resources to support the educat ion of their children in pri vate Eng li ~h 

medium schools. Some students who are again comparatively less privileged, go to 

Kathala High School till their matriculation. However, thi s trend itsclf of send ing 

children to nearby schools is being replaced by preference of sending children to Glljral 

city in private institutions like Bloomfield English Medium School, Lahore Granllllilr 

School, Punjab Group of Colleges or Superior Group o f Colleges etc. 

Another important recent addition in thi s race for the sake of education is 

establishment of Gly"ra{ University. As educat ion has become the possible best guarantor 

of one's social status in society, the education plays an importallt role for increase in 

mobili ty due to its defined and scheduled patterns, which regulate thi s movement o f" 

people. Furthermore, another important reason for mobility to Gujfal city is jobs either in 

govemment offices, attending courts as advocate, serving as banker, worki ng at Utility 

Stores Corporation, or jobs at factories, which are again mostly closer to Glljrat ci ty. So, 

people have enhanced mobi lity to G1U·rat city clue to the mentioned n.::aSOlls. This 

exposure to city life through systemic encounter with city life causes change at home as 

well. Moreover, these increasing needs and the practice of go ing abroad is important 

aspect inlhe village li fe of A1ohfa. 
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(b) Role of Technology and Mechaniz~'tion in the Vi lhlgc L ife 

There is an increas ing reliance upon technology and the overall l<lynut of village life is 

rapid ly becoming mechanized. From farm cultivation to daily lise of app liances al home. 

there is an ongoing process of increasing use of the tools and devices re latcd with 

technology. Mohla Kalaan and Mohla Khurd both villages were not connected by road at 

the time of Zekiye Eglar's stay due to the water from flood or rains most of the timc in a 

year. However, at present the village is connected with Europe, Americas and jvliddlc 

East at the distance of only Bt/llons. People use internet via internet service providers and 

mobile service providers to use social media likc Faccbook, Skypc. Vibcr and Twitter to 

remain connected at local level as we ll as with those who <Ire in foreign countries. 

However, the main reason for th is increas ing use of internet seems to be a contact with 

those who are in the foreign countries. This use of tcchnology goes even fa rther. as it 

comprises lise o f television, personal computers now being rep laced by laptops, washing 

machines, refri gerators and use of motorcycles at least one by all households and cars h) 

some people. All or some of the above referred items arc pHrl ufcvery household. 

When it comes to the lise of technology at farm , there is also an equally important 

foc lls on the lise of technology in cultivation. ChaudlllY Pervez shared it proudly with 

researcher that his family was the first to introduce tractor in the village and he is still 

largest landowner of the vi llage with maximum availability of latest too ls of technology. 

His notion of using the technology before everyone else entailed the sense or i:WI 

(honour) and status 1 I. There are two important things relatcd with usc of technology. 

which determines one's social status as a result of the usc of technology. Firstly. il is 

11 This sense of using technology at first level, in a somewhat different but related way has been argued 
by Eglar (2010) as a permanent contest of ;zzat among the village fellows. 
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about using the technology at first number and if not then it must be of better quali l) ill 

terms of money and name from the one who used it at fi rst number. Secondly, the usc or 

technology helps to improve socia l SlalUS onl y if use of that is not dependent UPOII 

someone else. This may be better understood thro ugh every ZOll/indar' s effort to become 

independent at least for havi ng his own tractor, besides other help ing tools like plough. 

leveler and trolley etc. Another equally important requirement is that of independence 

fro l11 depending upon someone else for watering the crops. Moreover, the re is increasing 

tendency to use more fe rtili zers and pestic ides fo r the crops against the ir usc at ear1i ~r 

times. This is a da ily complaint of farmers about increasing input coslo So, technology 

and mechanization are increas ing in the village and seem to accele rate the ir speed 

because their maximum use has been attached with social status. 

1.4 MethOdological Framework 

As it has already been made clear about the existing academic work on the topic, it is 

needed to reinvestigate the changing cultural patterns in the soc iety but through the 

society itse lf, as it exists. An interesting realizat ion on the part of the resea rcher is the 

fee ling of absence o f re levant academic material on the topic. David Thomson put il 

rightly "only immense ignorance makes the sllldy and wri ting of hi story poss iblc" 

(Thomson 1970: 19). I-Iowever, from social and cultural point of vicw, Zcki ye Egla r's 

study of the Punjabi villagc remains one of the fundamcnta l studies in necd or 

investigation after stich a long time. Thus, the intended study may prove of grei.1I 

importance to analyse the modern cultura l and social changes in a Punjabi vi llage. 
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As the study aims to bring to the fore the changed conceptions or sta tus and 

prestige in a Punjabi village under different fo rms o f means and sources which cause this 

change, the study is expected to prove of great worth fo r generati ng a new debate about 

the topic. The topic itself depicts the need to view the society closely in order to 

understand the culture, which is in transition in its own contex t. This ve ry aspect has been 

advocated by Theodore H. Von Laue: 

"Our grasp of the human condition depends 0 11 the distance ji'01ll which we 

examine il. On the ground floor of life we proceed ji'01ll personal observclliol1s uf 

concrete detail through ollr eyes and ears amidst the familiar COlltexl.\· 0/ daily 

life " (Laue 1998: 217). 

This excerpt from the cited book sheds light on the importance of the source 0 1 

knowledge as concerned with an understanding o f human li fe. its culture and the modes 

of changes in it. 

The need to minimize thi s ' di stance' for comprehensive understandi ng oflhc lirc~ 

world of a village, has been necessarily realized. The major aim of" the stud y has been 10 

get firstw hand knowledge of the society through fi eldwork. As the topic and statement o j" 

problem show significant aspects of changes in culture of village life, major events like 

marriages, funeral s, and other activities which involve social gatherings and subscqucnt 

show of symbols of status and prestige were part icipated as a part icipant observer. 

Importantly, the need to stay in contact with the village and the people was also realised 

to part icipate as participant observation in the daily life o f the people because people 

themselves are hard ly full y expressive or clear at first instance. Sometimes, it may be due 

to unavo idable feelings of being in contact with an un known researcher or the 
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unwillingness of the people themselves due to their personal sensitivities. Chris Gorden 

has also felt this need: 

"Now thaI fieldwork is seen as negotiation and dialogue. it is also possible to see 

that local people have considerable ability 10 comrolthe ill/ol'lIIalion coming /u 

the anlhropoiogisl and 10 impress new themes and Ihoughls 011 them " (Gorden 

1999: 60). 

Besides attending some marnages, VI'S at Samman , Cricket Tournament anc!' 

wheat harvesting at Moh/a and flood and the responses in its wake were tried to observe 

as a participant. Moreover, often repeated conversations with people of the village was a 

regular exercise throughout the stay at the village. The methodology was aimed to 

understand the cultural notions of status and prestige in relation to the social strtlctun.: ur 

society. Clifford Geertz elaborates this aspect "Culture is the fabric of meaning in terms 

of which human beings interpret their experience and guide their act ion ; social structure 

is the form that action takes" (Geertz 1993: 145). Thus, it shows that culture is a 

'complex whole' and social structure is a meaning ascribed to the ' complex whole' as 

called by Geertz (1993). Thjs construction of different meanings as a result or 

interdependence between culture and social structure itself shows that the whole complex 

of culture can be understood with the help of deep understanding of social struclUfC itsel f 

which requires on the prut of the researcher to go native. This aspect may be realized by 

the 'Ontological depth ' as level of existence beyond what lies on the surface" (Craib 

1984: 22). Thus, fieldwork extending on 6 months with repeated visits afterwards was 

conducted comprising observation, interviews and surveys about demography. 

educational enrollment, patterns of mobility and employment of tbe vi ll age. 
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Chapter No 2. Land Ownership ill the Village and Its I mpact upon 

Village Life. 

2.1 Introducing Village L ife 

The word village as the name suggests, naturally leads to a feeling of different li fe-world 

as compared to c ity or town. William Raymonds corroborates th is difference by see ing 

" ' country' and ' city" as "very powerful words" (Raymollds 1975: 1)12. Moreover, the 

vi llage life in its broader context is mainly understood in relation wi th land. For example, 

John B. Comell views Japanese "Rural society" in its "nexus in the village community 

which, being rooted at a certain place 011 the land, tends to reneel the vital ecunomic :lllel 

ceremonial importance the peasantry attaches to using the land" (Cornell 1964: 1\/19). 

Mohla, the village o f the study still bears a distinct culture as a village quite against the 

general image of loday's changing village. Mohfa is still surrounded by lash green fields 

from its northern. eastern and western sides. However, southern side of the vi llage speaks 

fo r the present march of the fo rces, which are dictating change in the traditional image or 

the village. Grand Trunk Road, which nms from southern side of the village, causes 

expansion in all the three villages of Moh/a, Sam man and Ghazi Chak to the side of road. 

There is an increasing commercialization of nearby land for commercia l purposes. For 

example. recently established housing society known as Ri ver Garden, Plnseo Pipes 

n Wi lliams (1975) furth er argu es " the cont rast of the country and ci ty is one of the major forms in which 
we become conscious of a cent ral part of ou r experience and of the crises of our society" (Raymonds 
1975: 78). 
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factory, two filling stations and two Compressed Natural Gas stations al G.T road ncar 

the vi ll age, speak for the commercial importance of Janel. 

There is ample evidence provided by anthropological and social studies aboL1t 

Punjabi society, which highlight the importance of land as Eglar (2010) terms it 

Uprinciple source of livelihood" (Eglar 2010: 58). Moreover, there has been a hi storical 

relationship of " Punjabi farmers" as their "profession of tilling land since ages" (Sidhu 

and Bhullar 2005-2006: 5620). Likewise S. C. Dube has ana lysed the importance of land 

inlhe vi llage life "Land is indeed the most precious and coveted possession of the village 

people" (Dube 1967: 76). Although thi s referred study was conducted almost fb ur 

decades earlier, yet it is truly reflected from the experiences in MaMa Ka/{f{1/1 and Moh/{I 

Khurd. 

The above given picture of village and academic references present to some 

extent contradictory picture. Undoubtedly. Zekiye Eglar ' s analysis abou t the significance 

of land as "dividing line between.zamindal's and kammis" upon which " the interes t o f' 
, . 

both is centred on" (Eglar 2010: 59) is witnessing a shift from such an extent of . '.' , . - ! . . "- ' . 
depe~~ence. Ta:day's Mohta Ka/aan and MaMa khllrd do n01 view the ownership of land 

> ~\ 

as a guarantor of economic self-reliance for being either zamindar or kaml1li. ell . M . • 
Hussain Warraich made same argument that the gradual but conti nuous division o f' I:Jl1d 

has left it neither sufficient for zamindars nor significant enough for maintnining 

zamindar-kammi relations. However, an equally important aspect of these changing 

relations may be the unwillingness of kammis to keep on working as kammis due to their 

redefined posit ions. This aspect will be discussed in detail in the coming chapters. 
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Land's socia l ro le in the village life goes beyond its genera l ro le as an entity for 

agricul tural worth or its increasing commercial importance. Possession or ownership or 

land itself entail s besides honour and prest ige, some cha llenges \vhich play an important 

role in the detennination of one's status or posi tion in the society. For example. peaceful 

and just division among brothers or brother's sons is considered a noble and sociall y 

accepted act as proof of that fa mily's illehaad aur daanai (unity and sani ty). In Mohla's 

case the fam il y of Baba Bahadar Warraich and his brothers l3 is given credit for the ir 

internal unity in this regard because they have been successful cnough to di vide their 

landholding and business without even a word being heard by the shariks. Thus, it can be 

said that land 's economic significancc may have been compromised at present timcs 

against the income coming from abroad or jobs in government or pri vatc sector but it s 

social and historical importance is sti ll living among the people , 

As ownership and possession of land itself en ri ches one ' s position or status, it is 

clearl y reflected fr0111 the fact that ChaudlllY of Moh/a ka/aan claims that he exclusively 

owns the sett led territory of vi ll age site, On the other il Ulld , lili s claim is CU lllcsled uy 

most o f the people 14
, In thi s case of Nloh/a Ka/aan one female member or KlIIl1lW"I" 

famil y has gone to court against this claim of Chalfdllly /5 . Li kewise, there arc orten 

fee li ngs of ill-will among the people about ownership, boundar ies and sales or purchases 

of the land. M, Azam Chaudhary's analysis aboli llhe land 's role as a souree of connicl is 

directly relevant "Many different types of conflic ts take place over land and propcrly: 

Il From Mah/a khurd, Known as Hassan kay (in the lineage of Hassan, one of Iheir elders) 
14 People are least willing to accept the claim of Chaudhry as sole proprietor of the land. TheV generally 

take the sight of the village as collective property known as shaamlat in the vill age, 
IS According to Chaudhry the land of the village belongs to him, so he ca nnot allow anyone to se lilhe 
land. However, he said that he has no problem if people want to use the land for residence purposes. 
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like the division of land. house and other property" (Chaudhary 1999: 42)lb. So, despite 

recent changes in its worth and signifi cance in the vi ll age li fe , land st ill remains 

important for determining one's socia l status and its role in dividing people in bimdries, 

2.2 Historical Economic importance of Land 

Today's Mohta gives some important ins ight about its earlier nature of relationsh ip wi th 

land. Eglar's analysis is directly relevant about her analysis of village economy 1Ilinosl 

six decades back "Land is the central po int around which the life of village is organised;' 

(Eglar 2010: 288). At social level, there is still presence of the kammi families and 

zamindor families who directl y or indirectl y depended upon land. Eglar further elaborates 

economic and social importance of land as a "source of income and the basis on which 

village society is di vided into two distinct groups, owners and non-owners" (Eglar 2010: 

288). Importantly, it is not intended to downplay the importance of the kall/lll i castes by 

assigning them the role which used to be influenced by the zamindars, but it reneets how 

the village existed at that time. This is in line wi th the main a im of the study to detcrm inc 

the worth of ownership or lack of ownershi p of land as an interplay between ' structure' 

and 'agency ' . 

Eglar's ahove given analysis in the light of other existing literature makes it clear 

that ownership of land remains ' enabling' for some, whi le this study al so brings to fore 

that it also leads to 'constraining' for those who are depri ved of it. For example, as the 

vi llage life itself was heavily depended UpOIl land, there was a direct ly proportional 

dependence of the non·landholding fami lies upon those who owned land. Quddus (1992) 

16 Chaudhry (1999) argues that fundamentallv village feuds and conflicts are mainly due to zan (woman), 
zor (wealth) and zamin (land). 
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has made same argument "The main divis ion o f the people, all of whom arc Musli ms, is 

into zamil1dar or landowner and kammi or vi ll age craftsmen" (Quddus 1992: 41 ). 'I'he 

relationshi p between owners and non-owners itse lf determ ined the extent and forlll of 

social status besides providing assurance of economic salvation. Formally, the exact word 

used in the village for the system is known as seypl7, and "jajmani in South Asia" or 

"oluk" (Mughal 20 14: 3) in some parts of southern Punjab. 

Presentl y. people still remember, there was no t so pronolLllced penetration or 

market forces and moneti zed economy in the public sphere of the village at earlie r times. 

It makes clear that land was not only important fo r the monetary benefit s but it was also 

of great importance because daily transactions also used to be less monetized. As above 

given picture shows, over-riding importance of land was main detcrminant of one's 

economic prosperity or social status. Similarl y, people o f the village a lso consider Ihe 

role of land in its hi stori cal relationship with the village as one of the de fi ning features of 

that time. For example, all the main titles and positions which were important for Ihc 

people were dependent upon land like, Chaudhry, Numberdo,. (mostl y people call it 

Lambardw), Pafwari, Qanlll1go and Tehsildal' etc. Interestingly, thi s hierarchy wilh 

slight changes is important fo r the village communities even in Thailand. For cxalllpk. 

John E. de Young has deliberated upon the administrative structure of" the village where 

the District revenue officer is known as "Nai ampul"" and a chicf vi llage headman as 

"kamll/c/I1 " (Young 1969: 13- 15). Likewise, these all peoplc arc directl y or indirectly 

related with land ei ther in their position as ChalldlllY or frolll ofticial position arpa/It'ari. 

The pos ition of chaudl-uy itsel F is largely depended upon the landholding because the 

17 The word used in the village is seyp to understand or to express the arrangement of this system. 
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position itself demands some generosity and support from the birad,y, which again 

depends upon land ownership as a symbol of brotherly relations 'bhai cl/ara' among 

fellow biradry men, 

Historically, ro les and modes o f mutual dependence actuall y arranged social 

structure of the vill age in such a way that land itself was given primary importance. AI 

earl ier times the mult iple opt ions of professions, were not available to the people, !lOW 

provided by, market economy, increasing industrial ization, forcign ization o f this part of 

the Punjab 18 and 'commercially mot ivated education' . Thus, land was the most 

conveniently found and reliable source at that time. In l\1lohla's case, it was simple 1'01' the 

people to count their ancestors in government jobs or in private businesses because Ihey 

were not in large numbers. For example, as the researcher asked a group of fou r elder 

persons about the ir memory of some of the persons who joined government jobs. Thcre 

was a sudden and calcu lated reply about the following persons; Ch. Styjad f-Iaida,. 

Cheellla an officer at Pakistan radio , a No; male member known as 13000 QaYYI/J/I, in 

Pakistan railways, some school teachers from Julaha families and a female frail I 81/(( 

family. So, it can be sa id that earli er Mah/a as like other general character of villages was 

largely dependent upon land due to its internal dynamics of mutua l sel f-dependenee to 

resist the fo rces which have caused change in its present setup. 

2.3 Crops and Activities on the Calendar 

At present, calendar of Moh/a as a village does not depend only on land due to 

multip licity of interests and dive rse preferences of the people. For example. it IS 

18 This term of foreignization has been used in the tight of the increasing trend of going abroad peculiarly 
in this part of Pakist an due to the intensity of the phenomenon. 
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importan t to note that land cultivation does not remain any longcr thc activity so milch 

difficult and time-consuming as it used to be at the time ofZekiye Eglar's study in 1950s. 

She portrayed the cultivat ion in re lat ion with "SUll and the rain" as " two main factors in 

connect ion with agriculture" o f that time. Moreover, the writer has al so shed light all 

diffi cult patterns of cultivation for a farmer "wi th a plough drawn by a pair of oxen" il 

takes the fanner "one day to plough one field , and he has to plough each fi eld at fOllr to 

five limes" (Eglar 20 10: 66-67). 

However, at present, crops and seasonal act ivities of the farmer of Mallia have 

also changed due to increas ing mechanization and technological advanccmcnt. No doubt , 

there is not very much variation in the crop cu ltivat ion preferences exccpt Vi.: ry ran.: 

variations like one field of Strawberry near river by a Cheellla fami ly. Interestingly, what 

has changed is not the options about selecting crops but the real change is about the way 

the agriculture as a profession is changing. There is an increasing reliance lIpon trac\()rs. 

tube wells and electric machine for cutting grass for animals etc. This change is not so 

linear and without social repercussions. Presently, thi s change may be reali zed from its 

overa ll penetration in the domestic sphere of the village life. 

At Mahla , the use of these modern faci lities changes the social relat ionshi ps and 

the compulsions of dependence upon fellow farmers. ChaudlllY R. Warraich s!Hlfi.:d 

almost same feelings with the researcher that now cultivation has become easy and 

z(lmil1dars have more leisure time (f(lrigh lime) but they do not feci thc llcl:d to lunaill 

socially connected. Similarly, same argument has been advanced by Sidhu and Bhullar 

(2005) in their analysis o f comparative agricu ltural patterns ·'farm mechanisat ion has 

played a significant role in bringing multiple cropping system and pre-eisioll and 
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timeliness in the fanning operations 111 both Punjab" (S idhu and Bhullar 2005-2006: 

5624). From the time pattern for cultivation and harvcsti ng of the crops, lvlollla, is not 

much changed village evcn at present times. An important limi tat ion in th is regard was 

that researcher was able to see the village only in relat ion with wheat harvesti ng due to 

the required extent of stay at the village. However, (o r thi s section the book of Eglar may 

be relied due to her analysis of "Farmer's calendar, the vi llage in winter. the ca lendar of 

religion and Khushi: A Tenan t Farmer" (Eglar 20 I 0: 66-88,3 18-352) . 

There are some other social activ ities in Moh/a , wh ich are properly organized and 

celebrated in relation with timing strategies of cuhivat ion patte rns and the ir timc 

suitability. For example, at the end of wheat harvesting there is a competition fo r pigeon 

flying and a very warmly played cricket tournament among the teams from dille rent 

l1Iahallas I9 of Mahta Kalaan. The tournament is played at the land o r ell. Pervcz or 

Mah/a Kalaan. He is credited for giving that place near school of the villagc for thi s 

tournament. There is heavy presence of spectators as well, who come to support the 

teams of their respecti ve mohallas . This is an activity, wh ieh is waited throughout year by 

the people, but the youth is specifically interested in thi s tournament. 

Another important acti vity is the Urs at Darba,. of Shahs of Samlllol/. J Jowcvcr, 

before the start of V I'S one night of Qawwafi is organised at the main cJwwk of Mollla 

Kalaal1 in front of mosque. There are beds only ror the !.yeds and thei r kids but other 

people sit on ground to pay their respect to the syeds. Earl ier, the III'S started at the last 

Thlll'sday of haarh, the fourth month of bikrami calendar, in the vi llage known as desi 

maheenay. However, thi s time III'S was started on 5-6-14 due to the RO/l/:olI on fourth 

19 Mohalla, is a term used in th e village mainly for a street. 
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Thursday of haw·h. Urs is attended by people from a ll nearby villages .. There arc two 

bazars. which are deco rated and remain crowded due· to presence of many peo ple. /Jem 

and HaveJ/i of Syed fami ly are in these streets besides the DarbaJ' (mausoleum or a 

saint). People fetch Ohm·olli after getting accepted their Mannals 20 . The events of 

gharollis are accompanied by fe llow village people also at the invi tat ion of the host 

family. Moreover, there is also reasonable presence of women. Women come mostl y 

from musalli and other kammi families. Furthermore, there is a kabadc/i (a game like 

wrestling) match in the evening of fi rst day. 

An important aspect about the timing of these social activities is that crop season 

plays an important role for these ac tiv ities. For examplc, land used for cricket tournament 

is left free after wheat harvesting and before paddy culti vation for only those days when 

the tournament is played. Moreover, the timings of 1I1'S in Punjab are al so socially decidcd 

for their economic and social importance. S.A a male member [rom Muslilll sheikh f"lmi l), 

told the researcher that the timings of these activiti es inlhe vi ll age are important because 

they depend upon the interest of people in terms of time and money. He re ferred to the 

liming of Zlrs as well that the lIrs time starts after wheal harvest ing which is il'nponant for 

the people because they have both time and money to spend at that time. 

2.4 Ownership of Land as a Marker of Division 

There is no doubt that significance of land ownership as a mean .and source of 

dependence is changing, but possession and ownershi p of land remai ns cheri shed and 

ZO Gharolli is a pitcher filled with water from the mausoleum and the people come to the mausoleum in 
the form of procession. with Dholls (music drums) and women of the house are also P<J rt of Ihe gltorolli. 
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aspired due to its social and cultural capital21
. This sense o r re lationship wi th the land as a 

determining factor among the people as zamindal's and non-zaminc/ars is slill preva lent in 

terms of categoriZat ion of the people. No doubt , thi s catego rization of people in its , 
presently prevalent sense ,~traces its origin to colonial enumeration and rraming, However , 
it remains still living and being reinforced in the daily village life. interestingly, Rani .. -
traces colonial practices to enumerate people in different categories like " Jail s are 

renowned for their peasantry" and arains as U they produce more due to their increasing 

toil" but" more accustomed, to serve than to rule" (Raza 1969:29). The mainly z{lmim/aJ' 

fami lies of Mohla like Warraich. Bajwa. TC/I'or, Cheema, Sindhll. J-Ianj/'£l, Chal/IIC/. 

consider themselves racially pure .lollS. T his was also propagated proudly by rho M, 

Hussain Chattha22 that the people of village are proud to be pure Jcws and hare/vi ,\'/111111. 

He also shared his view that land remains important ror a JCIII because he is 10 till il as 

tilling the land needs expertise and hard work , which runs in the blood of tiS (jails). 

Moreover, thi s consciousness is deeper enough that those castes who do 1101 own land in 

the village, are still considered zllmindal's and they share jalt Bira(by due to thei r 

hi storical relationships as defined mainly through land. Ln Mohla's case. j({J~jlla und 

hal1,Jra are considered asjal1 biradry (brothers) even though they do not own land in the 

village. However, an important exception is about ara in bira(by who own land but an.! nol 

considered as zamindllr bire/dry because they do nOI belong to jail famjJjcs. 

Socially, kammi castes are still cons idered as unequal, but practically there is 

gradual shi ft of social status of these castes in relation with government or private jobs 

11 Here again the cultural capital needs to be seen in the light of relationship between economic capital 
and cultu ral capital as advocated by Bourdieu (1986). Bourdieu, views the cultura l translation of economic 
capital with the passage of time through the process of 'acquisition' . 
12 Ch. M. Hussain is a resident of Sammon, but he inherited his mother's land rro~Mohla ko/oan . 
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and through different businesses. For example, members of .iu/aha famil y in Moh/a 

Ka/aan are considered educated and socially elevated due to thei r jobs in government 

sector as School teachers, police constable or unive rs ity clerks. Likev~' i sc, there ... 1'':, an 

advocate from nai family. a medica l doctor from jlllaha family and a lcc turer from 

/IIl/salli fami ly. Some of these cases provide food for thought to understand the changing 

importance of land as only mean of categorizing people in terms o f their caste or as 

zall/indars or kammis. This feature of traditional sense of caste as e ither zall/indar or 

ka/JIll1i may prove to be insufficient at present times because the earlier understanding or 

vi llage as advocated by Eglar (1960) only in relationship with land has adoptcd diversit y 

in terms of its dependence only upon land. Furthermore, the changing castes, which arc 

bu ilding block of Biradry, their acceptability in the village will be di scussed in the 

commg pages. 

2.5 Land as Static Entity and Changing Village Life 

As the above given discuss ion shows the role of land and the subsequcnt space lor 

different actors in the village either as individuals, families or bil"tldries, there is need to 

see the village according to modern changes in its traditional setup. It is a fact that village 

li fe is facing a brunt of forces, which bring change in traditional structures of societies 

and different actors are using their agencies differentl y23. For example, in Mohla" s easc. 

role of land in the traditional setup has been fundamenta ll y transformed. 

From changing castes to di versified options in terms or professions compel us to 

think beyond the existing references which present the '"vi llagc communities" uncler:-;tood 

13 The contemporary patterns of change in the traditional structures as sources of economic reliance brinr, 
forth the case of structuration theory of Giddens (1984), who sees the interplay between agency and 
structure as 'structuring structure'. There is enough space for agency to remain in action with structures. 
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as "gencrally economically sclf-contained" (Nazir 1981: 28 1). However, at present times, 

there is hardly any poss ibility of heillg se!f-sust~i :1 i ng for any v iHdg..::: i ll Iht;: wake o( 

factors which are not the making of a vi llage itsel f. For example, there is a structurally 

perpetuated relationship of Mohta village with GlIjrtlt ci ty. M. A. Qadccr has put th is 

relationshi p of cities with villages as: 

"Apart from the gradual commercialization of agriclIltllre (llld challgill);; llilld 

~J'st el1l, the gradual ~pread of lIrbanism and the sti/ching loge/her of lIrball and 

rural areas have a/so tram/armed viI/ages and la wns" (Qadeer 2006: 126). 

Moreover, the setting of Moh/a village and its proximity to Gujml city itself incn.:ascs 

the prospects for mobility of people to the cilY. For example, most o f the young boys 

daily go to schools, colleges and Uni versity for the ir education. This is in distinction with 

the fa rther vi llages because if there is more distance fro m the city, then pcoplc preter to 

educate their childre n in nearby schools or colleges. Furthermore, government jobs or 

private jobs also dictate the regu lar movement to Gl!irat city and it makes people think 

beyond the village as only avenue for their scJf-cxpression in the arena or econom ic or 

social life . 

There is ano ther important factor which may be understood in relation with the 

concept of agency of kammi families as well who have adopted new professions and arc 

least willing to own their traditional professions. For example, W. A, (Hai) who has 

become advocate, calls himself chohan and a medical doelor from .illla//{{ ramil y is 

known as bl11llfa. Besides these two references, there is an al most complete transiti on in 

the common village professions li ke IIll/sallis and kWJllw(lr working as nai mostl y on 
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cash and onc moch; working as ta ilor. Mo rcovcr,julalia Biracby has only one khaddi" 

funct ional in the villagc although thcy have morc than twenl y ho t IS"" in ho!h villages t IC 

MaMa. 

The above given picture of Mohla is in line with main argument, that village as 

self-sustaining un it is no more possible to hold anymore. Consequently, there is an 

increasing reali zation o f diverse needs and an ever- increasing trend, which crystalli /.I,:s 

monet ization of most of the domest ic affa irs, which were earl ier li nked with land. M. A. 

Qadeer has rightly argued: 

"How have viffage economies changed? The single most pervasive change is Ihe 

progressive monetization of economic transactions. The traditional seYJl 

(ellstoll/my and obligatory barter of goods and services amollg falldo wllers. 

farmers , tenants, workers, and ktmllllil) sySfem of economic dealings has gil'ell 

way 10 cash Iransactions and pricing mechanisms " (Qat/eel' 2006: 12 J). 

It shows, Mohla as an entity does not remai n any more se lf-suffi cient depending 

only on land. Contraril y, the village relies heavi ly on alternati ve means and sources ['or 

attaining economic prosperity, and social capi tal. The increasing variation in the 

professions of village castes and their resultant changing affilia ti ons with biro{liy lll ay be 

understood as a result of erosion of the mechanisms wh ich provided the village with 

sources of self-sustenance. This may be due to the fact that land itself is becoming 

insufficient for the owner families themselves and it s vital ity to keep intact the 

relationshi p with kammis comes afterwards. At present needs o f the people have gone 

beyond the village and it challenges the role of land in its earlier significance. So, 

24 Khaddi is a local word used for the t echnical arrangemenl, a weaver makes 10 weave. 
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za/JIindal's find it difficu lt to maintain their earli er SOClo-eCOnOI11l C posit ion through 

reliance upon land. 

2.6 Land as a Mean of Dependence at Present Times 

Today's Mohta is a completely changed Moh/a in terms o f its sources of soc ia l security 

and self-subsistence depending upon land. There is clear academic proof of vitali ty of 

these two concerns in the vi llage life in relationship wi th lane\. This claim on the pan of" 

researcher may seem self-contrad ictory at first glance but this claim is proved by the 

present socio-economic setup of the village. As a matter o f fact , the ownership of land 

has become too divided among families to remain economica ll y suf"fi cient. I'"or instance. 

there is onl y onc family of main chaudhry of Moh/a kalaan, who exclusively owns 

almost 100 acres of the land with two sons. Moreover, the elder son's wife is also 

believed to have inherited almost 60 ac res of land from her parents. Another im portant 

fac tor for the family to own so much land is the fact that most of their relati ves Illigralcd 

to Sialkol, Sargodha and Faisa/abad and they sold that land to them due to the sociall y 

prescri bed rules o f preferably selling land wi thin one's fami ly. Another important factor 

which contributes to the concentration of th is land in onl y one hand is thai chaudhry ' s 

brother. a surgeon in America, is not interested to come back. So, challd/II)' and his two 

sons own this land exclusively, and it makes them one of the largest land holding f~unili cs 

in Gujral, according to chaudhry himself. 

Another importanllandowner is eh. Jawad Cheema, a retired bureaucrat. lie is an 

absentee landowner. He owned almost 60 ac res land ncar village o f MoMa. Now, hc has 

sold almost 20 acres of his land near Moh/a to a housing scheme (Ri ver Garden) but. he 

43 



st ill owns almost 40 acres o f land near Dhirkey. An ansa,-i (jll/aha) family member is 

manager o f his property. Another important famil y in terms of llllld ownership is that or 

the sons of Nlau/vi Sm'dar Warl"{fich, whose sons Ch. Amaan UI/all and Ch. Elison Ullah. 

own almost 50 acres o f land, ha lf o f which is submerged in the river ehella/). They arc 

both married and have families to feed, educate and to compete socially. At"tcrwards. 

there arc other many zamindar families who own land bu t the ownershi p is not so rnur.:h 

extended in terms of number that it may be cons idered economica ll y self-reliable. As a 

precursor, it may be generali zed that not even a single fami ly among the rest of zOlJlilJdo}" 

famil ies owns more than 20 acres. Importantly. even among zOl1linc/ol" fam ilies there arc 

most ly those households, where marri ed brothers arc liv ing togethe r to avo id the further 

division of land. 

This above given picture suggests one thing that present ly ascribed terms or 

honour and status in the soc iety cannot be achieved wi th so little ownershi p of land. This 

compels one to thi nk beyond the trad itional structures of re liance. At present, thcre is 1101 

even a single family who can afford to feed their ani mals like buffaloes, cows, goats and 

horses so lely dependi ng upon their landholding. The historical significance of keeping 

animals is tru ly depicted from the famous saying in the vi ll age that dlldh Ie pUlla/" Allah 

di kilos nemal ha (milk and son are two great bless ings of Allah). Presen tly, except 

Chaudhry Pervez there is no family who keeps their an imals for whole of tile year at thei r 

dera (the place where an imals are kept) depending upon the grass and fodder from lan(\. 

Contra rily, rest of the zamindor fam ilies send 111 0st of their ani mals 10 bella , whl:[,c thl:Y 

are left free and do not depend upon the personally owned land. 
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So, there is no family among zamindars, which is se lf-suffic ient without relying 

upon the professions, which do not di rect ly fall in the c~legory o r dependence upon land. 

For example, except the fam il y of challdhry of AI/ohia, (who also cannot claim to rely 

only on land because of his brother's unclaimed half share in the property) every famil y 

has some men abroad or they depend upon government or private jobs. Furthermore, 

those fami lies who have some of thei r men well-settled in fore ign countries, seem to bc ill 

better socio-economic position. This is corroborated by the family of Ch. A:~1I1l11 

Warraich, who enjoys relat ively higher social status due to the fact that he has 

established a ri ce mi ll in the MoMa KllII/'d, with the help of his cousins and nephews ill 

Saudi Arabia and Europe. According to Ch. K. N. Warraich, earlier, their family did not 

own much land but they were known for their unity. However, now they have bOll !~h l 

sO l11e land near the village and everyone knows they have better economic prospects in 

future due to established sources of income. 

Another di rectly relevant concern is abou t the dependence of traditional kalllll1i 

fam ilies lI pon (he land in th is changing importance of land in the vi llage life. As it has 

already been made clear about the relat ionship among zamilldar fam ilies and kall/lI1i 

rami lies which depended upon land. At present, this relationship has undcrgom: a 

transformation. The word transformation itself speaks for the extent of change. This 

specific aspect of the vi llage li fe is almost non-existent in the vi ll age now. The zalllilldar

kammi re lations which are often framed in such terms which show the non-Iandovmcrs or 

small landholders as passive are unfi t fo r understanding today's l\JJollla. For cxampk. 

James C. Scot highlights some references in specific terms of th is relationshi p like 

"Vertical ties" and "patron-client relationship" (Scott 1972: 5), which do not fulfil the 
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criteri a upon which such relationships in their own hjstorical contex t have bl:l:n 

understood. Most ly. kammi biroc/r;es work on net payment either it is barber. POIt!:f or 

tailor except only few exceptions. This trend itself breaks the traditional sensibility of this 

relationship, which was directly related with land either in terms of needs, l1le~ns or 

sources. Another reason for the transformation in the zamindar-kammi relations may 

seem to be the increasing inter-connectedness of MaMa with GUjral , which leads 10 a 

distinct kind of ceo-cultural settings. Drahmoune has importantly ana lysed some certain 

trends of "urban sprawl and rural change" as "simul taneous processes, and emphasises 

tJle interconnectedness of rural- urban dynamics" (Drahmoune 20 13). 

Kammi biradries have also shown upward mobility in terms of lhei r social statuS 

due to the role of educat ion, government or private jobs and above all the trend of going 

abroad. So, the village community neither solely depends upon land nor it is anymore 

possible to do that in the given space to compete within vi llage. Undoubted ly, land it);dr 

has been shrinking in terms of numbers and so has shrunk the sense of its measurement. 

Another impol'lant aspect is that the needs and aspirat ions o f the people have also 

multiplied against the decreasing possible reliance upon land. Undoubted ly. land itse lf 

produces more in terms of output ratio, but the over-riding needs and Ihe innllL' IIl:~ llr 

city~ li fe are also important due to physical closeness of tile Mah/a to Gujrat25 . 

2.7 Professional Tradition in Transition 

At present limes, the decreasing value of land ill the village setup is an important , 

for the diverse professions which the people of village are opting. However, it docs 110 1 

2S There is a visible change in the life-style, which is targely making of the contemporary broader socio· 
cultural context of the viUage. 
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seem the complete reason for the overall shin in village life. There is need to understand 

the village setup in its broader context, which may help us to hui ld lhc whole thellle o r 

these interconnected reasons and needs which mark the departure fro m trad itional selup. 

The reasons fo r th is change and shift in these processes of profess ional transition in the 

village transcend the boundaries of village. Rightly so, one membcr of the Mllsalfi t~llllil y 

from fol!ohfa Kafaa/1 reca lled earli er times when everyth ing o f need was ava ilable at the 

vi ll age. Unl ike earlier times, now these needs cannot be completely mct evcn in Gl!ira/ 

city. This view of the fIIl/saffi member suggests the extent of changing att itudes which 

naturally look for possible a lternat ive opt ions aga inst the tradi tional sense of reliancc 

upon land. 

Historica ll y, land was equa ll y important for a zamindar and kalllll1i because either 

di rectly or indi rectly. both were dependent upon land. As society itself does not operatl: 

li nearly, so arc its institutions. There are some explicable reasons which caused the 

present rupture in zalllindar·kal1lfll i relations in Mohta. Indeed, the decreasing land 

ownership, itself is tht: most important reason fo r the gradual shift o f kallllll i families to 

the commerciali zation of their professional expertise. There is no exaggeration in usi ng 

thi s term of commerciali zation because present fo rms or these tradit ional profess ions do 

110t give its earlier sense of fee lings which worked on trust ancl rec iprocity based upon 

mutual obligations. Contrarily, nowadays, the concept of 'seyp ' has becn rep laced by tIll! 

forces of market economy. For example, Nai (barber), darzi (tailor) and lo/iaor 

(blacksmith) have shifted the ir shops to the side of G.T road where thesc shops giVe a 

sense of market. These changes also have been deliberated upon by different writers. 
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A. M. Shah has quoted the analys is given by M. N. Srinivas: 

"Tile fuelilised system of prodUCllon oj joodgrains and olher necessities based 011 

a caste-wise division oj labour, which has endured for over 111'0 1I IO/lSOIu:1 years. is 

jasl breaking down al/ over rural India. and is likely 10 disappear in Ihe neal' 

[lI/"re" (Shah 2007: 109). 

Moreover, those who have not shifted to the shops, do not prercr to wo rk at .'ley,," 

Another, important reason for the payment in cash may be the nature of instant needs of 

these Kammi families. For example, the ChaudlllY of Moh/a ka/aal1 told the author about 

not engaging the kllmhaal' permanently, because the kllllliwar always asked the ChOlldlllJl 

to pay him in cash due to his dai ly needs, like need to pay his son's school fcc dcmand 

instant ava ilabil ity of money. Hassan and Raza ri gh tl y reel 

"The old-caste ~Jlstelll has broken down leading 10 a ~realer socia! and 

economic mobility. Many of the j llnclions thaI were pel/armed by fhe old 

arlisanal castes are no longer easily available in the rural areas as many o/fli clII 

have been replaced by industrially-produced goods" (Hasan and Raza 20 II : 43). 

Besides this cOlllmercializati on of traditiona l professions, the variation with in thesc 

profess ions is also an important aspect. As a case in point , two IIH/sa/li.~· and a klllllliaol' 

are work ing as nai and one //Iochi is working as tai lor. As these pro fess ions arc no more 

transferred to the coming generations, the need of inter-dependencc through fo rmal 

arrangement itself dies. Thus, land does not remain on ly determinant or the zOll/illdo/,

kall/Illi relat ionship rather the reasons and needs which calise lhi s change arc morc 

diverse in their nature and beyond the confines o rthe vi llage it se lf. 
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There are interesting twists and variations for a researcher to understand in the 

contemporary sense prevailing within the changing professioni'll tradition. First or ::11. 

agriculture cannot be monopolised by the Jail famili es only because there is no castl.: 

which is ready to accept their profession as traditionally belonging to them as a caste. 

This feeling is importantly part of the subconscious of all castes from Zalllindor to Nai or 

mochi in the vi llage. For ZC//Ilindar, the claim as orili s ancestors to till the lanel , docs not 

prove practical when this claim is contradicted by the landless Zamindars or those who 

cannot re ly only on land. This gives the Zamindar famili es of Mohta the reason and 

understanding of the needs to seek alternative professional options. For example, al 

present, some of the Zamindar fam ilies whose ancestors did nol own land, arc working as 

labourers al the river site for loading sand besides some manllal work in f~leto['i cs . 

Moreover, there is hardly any Jail family. who does not have one or morc than onc malc 

members in outs ide Pakistan in Europe or Middle East. This fact is vindicated by llassan 

and Raz:'l's analysis of the emigration trends "emigran ts belong to fa milies of who own 

small subsistence agri cultural farms, and are heavily dependent on non-I~tnn employmcnl 

fo r their li velihoods" (Hasan and Raza 20 II: 49). 

Furthermore, one elderly male member of Warraich bil'acliy was or the view that 

at present, land does not remain anymore signi ficant for rozi rolli (bread earning). This is 

an important point about the ' land's significance as bread earning' because those matcrial 

or non-material aspects which are considered in this category of I'ozi ra((i arc thcmselves 

of very recent or igin agai nst the trad ition. For example, today's mushroom growth of 

private schools like ' Bloomfield school' , 'Beaconhouse school ', Collcge and uni vcrsity 

education are becoming part of equally ' essential' catcgory but it causcs eXira-ord inary 
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economic pressure. Moreover, ex isting marri age pallc rns also inc rease thc /1111t/ab/a /Ju ;.:i 

(competition) within the biradlY, or among the village fe ll nw<: as part of brger 'socia! 

field ' . This larger social fi eld at thi s case may bc the village cOlllmunity and biJ"(f(Ii:r 

which is within the village or possibly beyond the vill age. So, all these interconnected 

reasons and justifications to rely less on land are causi ng pro fessional shift in the thinking 

of a common zam;ndar as well as one belonging to the kal/l/JIi birachy. 

2.8 Making IBiradries ' and 'Slllirikaas ' 

The role of land in the vi llage li fe has already been debated with it s impact upon 

historica ll y constructed and subsequently sustained imagi na ri es of the village people. 

These social imaginaries further divide people into ,klll/lbas (households), biradries. 

gaw(wndhi or hall/saya (neighbour), molwllac/ar (people of the same street) and pind de 

log (village men). Interestingly, these divisions are not static or discre te in their form s 

and mani festations. Contemporary At/oh/a operates at different levels of feelings among 

the vi llage people about one's closeness and difference from the f""cllow klllllbay kay 10,,<: 

(members o f household), biradry, Iwmsaye, lIIohalladar or pind wale (village men). I:or 

example, Chaudhary ( 1999) elaborates the social structure of a village "Structurall y, the 

vi ll age community seems to open from inside towards the outs ide" in different enclosures 

or units "these layers are based upon two criteri a, i.e. of kinship and te rritorial tics". 

(Chaudhary 1999: to). Thus, the sense of feeling about closeness or di stance in the 

village has remained related wi th land. 

Importantly. though land does not remain sote cri teria l'or judging one's position 

in the society. yet it plays an important part in understanding the broader soc i o~cultu ral 
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context of the village life. Land ownershi p is a mean, which keeps people inter-dependent 

and a constant bhai cham (brothcrhood) is maintained thrnll uh it , unless and l:ntil 

disturbed by serious conflicts among the people. Furthermore, vi llage community is 

divided in biradries, which is made up of kllll1bah or (abbars as households. The 

composi tion of birad,y is dependent upon the number o/" (abbors or households, whieh 

further depend upon the nature of economic and social posit ion of ind ivi dual s. 

Every labba,. who owns land has two neighbours, one with whom is shared the 

wall of housc and the other known as bal1l1ay da blwi (brother through land 

neighbourhood). These words themselves convey the scnse of attachment ancl the feelings 

people share with each other in terms of thei r relationship wi th land. As a case in poin t. 

the one wi th whom boundary ofland is shared is known as hannay da blwi, so thi s word 

itself entai ls sOllle responsibili ti es and prerogatives in tcrms of mutual needs. At present 

there are no trends o f vangaar but those who help thei r ne ighbollrs are respected among 

the bannay san/andr; (neighbouring farmers). For example, e h. Shahid Na\1laz Warraich 

is still remembered even leaving the village almost three years earl ier for Germany, 

because he was always helpful to his village fe llows. 

Moreover, one is not supposed to sell or buy the land without taking into 

confidence his neighbouri ng zamindal' because it may cause some permancnt un wanted 

inconvenience fo r both of them. During my stay at Mohta kIll/I'd Ch. R. lVal'l'Oich was 

fee li ng aggrieved because his father' s brother's son was planning to sell hi s part of fheir 

holding to the zamindar from Mohta KllIIrd, which first ly concerned thc membcrs or 

immediate rabba,. and then to the zaminc/a,. members of Moh/a ka/a(/II. Actually , thc land 

as all entity belongs fi rst to the immediate fami ly and then to respect ive biradry mcmbcrs 
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preferably of same vi llage or then the area at large. The same line of rcasoning has heen 

advanced by Bourdieu, while worki ng in Algeri Cl "preventing bnd f:-om falling into th..: 

hands of strangers is a duty" (Bourdicu 1979: 22). 

So, land divides people into different categories, from lIpna. lagde lagal1de to 

obra 01' ghail' (not belonging to one), one's apni biracby to ghair bir{f{by and from one's 

own village to other's village. Furthermore, land also plays important ro le in determining 

distance and closeness depending upon geographical setting in terms o f house or 

landholdi ng. There is complete sense of preferably mainta ining friendl y re lations among 

the neighbours as being neighbours unless and until otherwise is warranted by 

circulll stances. This is proved by the fact that one who is no t at good terms with 

neighbours, is remembered by the fellow village men as sllee/an (devi l). Ch. A. U. 

Warraich was of the view that one who is constant ly quarre ll ing with his fe llow village 

neighbours must be himself sheelan otherwise everyone else cannot be a bum aadmi (bad 

person), 

Moreover, the mere ownership of landholding is not a sufficient introduction /nr a 

farmer, rather the descent of one is traced purely in terms of patri li neal linc, Those 

families who own land from their mate rnal descent are still remembered as /lallki tilted 

wale (those who own land from motherly inheri tance), For example, at MoMa Kltllrd. 

b(y'wo khandal1 and sand/Ill khandan are on !lanki dheri and it shows the village people 

that ori ginally they were not part of the village, Likewise, in MoMa kalaol1, TaraI' and 

Chollha families own a flanki dlleri, This diffe rence of /lanki dlteri as 'nOl bl.: illg the 

original ownership ' was reinforced by repeated references made for those who owned 

nanki dheri as 110t part of original zam;ndar families of the village. 
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Importantly, village is not divided only on the basis of di stance from patrilineal 

descent, rather these di\'isions become blurred wbcn more careful attention is p~id to the 

relationships, which are criss-c rossed by internal divis ions. There goes a famous saying 

in the vi llage that there is no one sJwrik except one 's father's son26
. This saying depicts 

the potentially underl ying dormant fi ssures, which natura ll y crupt after one generation to 

another. As a family grows one generat ion oldcr, there arc severe socia-cul tural 

challenges to the Function of that family. An elderl y male member Crom Wa/"raich 

Bira(liy was of the view that the greatest challenge to one's fam il y is twice in every 

generation, that of v;rasat eli vand (div ision of inheritance) and al/faad di shadiaJ/ 

(marrying one's sons and daughters) . These both challenges are or over-riding concern to 

the village people because these both factors are the rea l reasons which keep the sharika 

feelings in check if properly addressed. On the other hand, if any of the brothers or sisters 

or in extended form cousins, feels that he or she has not been properly treated by the 

fellow members, it may lead to the feelings of ill-will which crystalli ze into shaFiko. 

2.9 Land, Property of Men 

Land is always 3uributed in terms of its patrilineal inheri tnncc. For instance, people 

mostly refer to it as a root of their origin to thei r ancestors, which show at the same lime 

thei r pride in their ancestors as well as their understanding o f thcmselves as pure Jaw·. 

The most referred source of any Jail birad,y in the village is always their hi storical 

relation with land as haop, daada k; zameen (land from one's rather or father 's 1 ~lIher) or 

jaddi pusht; virasal (inheritance through ancestors) . Therefore, land is always att ri buted 

26 The axiom means fath er's son as shoreek because property is to be divided, honour and prestir,e is 

shared among th e cousins an d it may lead to the feelings of mutual competition. So, one is expected to 
face challenge and competition from father's son. 
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to only patri lineal line27 and same rule is followed when it comes to transfer it to the 

coming generation. Till thi s date, no one is sllre (thOll l (I llY case when the land was 

transferred to sister or daughter if male member in the line we re there to inherit the land. 

The inheritance mostly works accordi ng to socially approved manners. For 

example, all brothers get equally but elder brother is mostly given symbolic ownership . 

This trend was al so interestingly followed in the di stant societies li ke that of Englrmd 

during pre-modem times. Ben-Amos has traced tbi s practi ce " Parents took care to 

provide for all their chiJdren, privileging the eldest son but providi ng lo r YO llngt: r 

children - sons and daughters - often in equal shares" (Ben-Amos 2008: J 9). Moreover. 

women are not considered legi timate claimant if tbey have brothers 0 1' sons to become 

heir to virasat. 

Legally, thi s may sound absurd but in its own soc ial context th is custmnury 

practi ce makes re levance, which may be helpful to understand the rat ionale behi nd thi s 

practice. In the permanent character of marriage as an enduri ng relationship, the house of 

peke (home of father and brothers of the bride), remains an everlasting souree of support 

to the girl for rest of her li fe. T his remains an important concern fo r the girl that i f O I1l':C 

she claims her share in the house, the ownership of that land wi ll keep reinforcing the 

fee lings of distance from the peka ghar. Thus, thi s may leave her vulnerable in the hour 

of need against her in- laws. Accordingly, KJwala R. a female member of Warraich 

biradlY told the writer that if a girl claims her right in her fath er or brother' s properl )', 

then of cOllrse there is no izzal (honour) in peka ghar at the time of need. Purthermore, 

17 The case when land is Inherited from matrilineal descent has also been made clear, when people still 
refer to such people even after two to three generations as /lank; dheri wa le (those who inherit from 
mother). 
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the inheritance of girls is also indirectly li ke giv ing land or other inherited properly 10 

those who are shariks as well. It makes reall y difficult for the villae,e men to sec their 

shariks moving as maalik (owner) on their kJ/{/I1c1clI1i virasa/ (patri linea l inheritance). 

So, a village setup in its soc ioMhistorical context does not prescribe the inheritance 

of daughters or sisters as a preferable option unless there is no male voris to become heir. 

Moreover, the dowry fo r gi rl s remain an important concern for whole o f the household . 

The house as a uni t has to take care of the dowry of the girl. 'rhi s practice in Punjab is 

already we ll establ ished28. It also traces its origin even in studies about distant cultures. 

For example, BenMAmos has felt thi s trend in medieval London: 

"the dependence of clallghrers on inheritance portiol1s and dowries was 1JIarked 

even il1 London, where ClistOIll dicta/ed Ihat oneMlhird ala deceased lIIall 's esrale 

be divided equally between his children, regardM less of gender. The SOli's shllre 

was ordinarily invested il1 apprenticeship or served as capital for bllsil1ess alld 

Irade, while the daughter 's share was set aside for her dowlY " (Bc nMAmos 2008: 

38). 

As it has already been made clear about the land inheritance by the siste rs or daughters or 

the house, there is an equally importan t need to view the trends of land distribution 

among the male members. Pract ically, the divi sion of land itself operates at levels. For 

instance, an elder brother has some responsibilities besides enjoying some ri ght s, which 

come virtually with being elder. The ri ghts are most ly in the form or role as 

representative of the house to be honoured at marriages, parea panchayat (village 

18 Dowry for a girl is arranged and taken care by whole of the family. The show of dowry by the household 
on the day of marriage is also properly made to invite the relatives, friends and neighbors. 
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council), or to adj udicate fam il y matters. Importantly, the entitl ement of these rights do 

not come without duties and responsibili ties. The elder of the hOllse may have to f:1(:c the 

blame from rest o f the fami ly if there is any serious grievance o f any of the fami ly 

members or from the rest of the Birad,y members about any of the members of the 

labbar. 

2.10 Commercialization, selling land and facing the Bi/'{uily 

Land has remai ned main determinant of econom ic self-reliance and provider o f socia l 

security to the people of village till very recent times. This is clearly renectcd from tht.: 

attachment of people, they still feci for the land. However, al present, a zalll indar in 

Mohla, is faci ng pressure from the sett ings of his immediate surroundings and more 

importantly of the recent past to keep on thinki ng about hi s re liance upon land as sole 

source. There is an increasing reali zation among the zalllindar families that land cannot 

be held anymore as a sole source of economic dependence due to constant di vision or it 

and expanding needs o f the people flS ind ividuals and famil ies. This is a departure li'oJll 

the traditional sensibility about importance and the ro le of land in the village as a 

determinant of one's standing in the society. Therefore, it needs to be seen outside the 

domain of our over-riding concern with structures main ly decided by lan(\. 

Moh/a is at a distance of only 8 kilometres from Gl~jral and geographically 

located on one of the main arteries of Pakistan, G. 1'. road. Another road nllls with ri v~r 

Chenab through Samman to Shadiwal which has given birth to one o f the most importan t 

businesses of the day near Mohia, the sand-loading and supply o f it to di stant placcs. This 

trend itself has made the zamindars of A'loh/a and Sallllllall to think about thei r 
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submerged land in terms of its poss ible ro le in procurement of the sand. Added to thcsc 

fnctors, Gujra! is one of those areas in Pakistan, which <I I..: \v itJl\:::.:.illg a rapid 

industriali zation. This trend of industri ali zation is it selfwevidcl1 l through firs t Iravel 10 

Mohla from GlIjral city. Mohla itself does 110 t feci ly ing outs ide the Cujra( city as an 

independent village, rather it fee ls a ll lhe way to Molt/a thaI these villages arc just subw 

urban units supporting Gujraf city's industries. There is a rice mill known as Hassan rice 

mills at Moh/a landa and a soap fac tory near the Gcmda Ncw/a (sewerage waleI' channd) 

in the middle of both villages. Therefore, MaMa is also under pressure from thi s tn:nd or 

increasing commercialization of land for purposes other than agricuilurc. Thus. Ihc 

increasing importance of land near G. T. road, which is largely owned by the zalll inda/'s 

of Dhirkey, gives stimulus to the zamindars of MaMa to think about the possible options 

in termS of commercial uses ofl and. 

Indeed the above given picture suggests that land in Mohla must have been ready 

to sell against its decreasing economic relevance, but the case docs not seem 10 be so. 

Moreover, attachment of the people with land is hi storically dcep rooled and socially 

reinforced through the everyday encounters with society itself. As the ownership of land 

is instrumental in determining closeness and di stance in terms of physical prox imity and 

nOI1wphys ical imaginaries like bil'Cfchy, bal1l1ay sC/lI/alldri or sharika etc. , there arc equally 

important resistant factors as well to sell land. Before assuming the ro le of ei ther the 

buyer or sell er of the land, one is expected to comply with certain ru les and dut ies. One 

cannot sell the land without taking his (abbar. birC/(l!y or pilld wale into confidenec. 

Interest ing ly. the sequence itself tell s the hierarchy of the actors in terms of their 

importance for matters related wi th ei ther buying or more import an tly for selling the land . 
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In Mahta' s case, the land sold Ollt by a reti red bureaucrat to the nearby housing society is 

mostly disliked venture in the eyes of zamindars n r vil1l'1 ge_ eh. J. T. Warr(!ic/t was of the 

view that zameen bechno koi barkot ka kom nae (se ll ing land itself is not an ae l of 

blessing from GOd)29. 

It shows the general arguments put in favour of no t selling the land because land 

itself is not created as an entity to be sold or at least as people generally be lieve. So, at 

present, people are fac ing some contradictory trends. whieh are at the one hand res islCd 

or no t li ked by relatives, birad,y and fri ends, like sell ing the land. On the other hand, 

there are compulsions which are outside the making of village itself but they bring 

pressure to sell land or to di vert from the trad itional lise of land for agriculture. Despite 

all the above cited reasons and pressures to se ll the land , it is hardly a preferred or 

recommended course to follow in the village where se ll ingjaddi pushli land is resisted hy 

the community at large. 

2.11 Conclusion 

Land was and still continues to remain important in the village li fe. This importance has 

changed its fo rms and expressions but these forms and express ions ponrait different 

relationshi p with land as compared to tradi tional structure o f the vi ll age li lc. The ovcr-

riding importance of land for the village with its earlier signifi cance lor ZCll/I;lIdo/".\·, 

kommis, trade, economy and inter-dependence has been largely comprom ised. This word 

of ' compromised' connotes an ongoing process of change which has revealed the 

insufficiency of land to accomplish the promised provision of social security and 

19 Chaudhry Junaid Tariq Warraich shared it with the researcher, while talking about the land sold by 
Chaudhry Jawad Cheema to a real estat e developer. 
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econom ic se lf-re liance. This change in primary importance of the land itse l f marks mai n 

argument of the study to see the understanding of c;:tructures in Punj:Jbi society \\ itll 

newer forms and understanding of the 'structuration ' . So, as Eglar portrayed thl! 

dependence of the village upon land at her time o f stay at the vi ll age in 1950s. is hardly 

tenab le claim right now. This compromised character of structures is helpful to theorise 

Giddens idea of the 'Theory o f structuration' where struclures arc in the prot:css of 

' reslructllfing structu res, 3D 

The changing sensibility about de pendence upon land is best conveyed by the 

saying of eh. Azmat Warraich that zameen to badhi nae lekin hum faadad mail1 badh ,i!,(/e 

/win (Land does not expand but we the owners have multiplied). The population of Ihe 

village has increased almost twofold against the time ofZekiye Eglar's stay at the village. 

This increase in population has direct bearing on the people for their dependence upon 

land. Once the land was rea lized as a comlllodity becoming dearer among Ihe people. it 

caused a rupture in the historical fl ow of socia l mechanisms involved in thi s process. 

Punjabi society is most ly understood in its traditional setup of zamindar-kammi relations. 

However, today's MoMa does not have systemic arrangement of seyp becH Llsc thosl! who 

were considered socially lower do not depend upon those who ,,\ferc at uppe r ladder31. 

So, there is reluctance on the part of kamlllis as well to remain dependent upon the 

zamindars, who themselves are not se lf-sufficient by re lying upon land. The seyp was 

traditionally based upon ' trust' and 'reciprocity ' . Nevertheless, Ihis system of seyp was 

30 Giddens (1984) main idea abou t duality of st ructure is important at this pOint, which is seen by the 
author as " the structu ral properties of socia l systems are both the med ium and outcome of the pr!)clices 
that consitute them" Giddens (1979: 69). Thus, role of land can not be seen as a structural component of 
the society, which defines the society without getting its own posi tion challenged. 
31 This is again opposed to the generally conveyed sense of dependence of Kommis as a proof of the roh~ 
of land ownership as a structure, which hinders the action of the agency of those who did not own land. 
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origina ll y depcndent upon land to bc fulfill ed in its required and expec LCd sense. Thi s 

mutual arrangement based upon shared nceds and in tcrcsts anlong both the ::amiu.fon. 

and ka/11l11is has slowly but gradually givcn way to the alternati ve options avaiJabk to 

people. So, there is hardly any formal arrangement of thi s system of seyp anymore 

bctween zamindar and kalllmis or among kammis themselves. Importantly, lanel cannot 

be given the role of only determining elcmcnt which causcd thi s shin in the traditional 

setup of tile vi llage. It is beyond any doubt that land itse lf turned out insuflic ient to I"ullil 

the needs and aspirations of people, but this may not bc so linear and easy to dec ipher 

from the vi llage. There are some other fac tors also, which calise transcendence {"rom the 

boundary of village in terms ofrcliance upon land as maximum sel f·s llstenancc. 

The village profi le sheds light on the facto rs, wh ich havc thcir pcculiar role in 

determining the extent of depcndence upon land. There is clcar indication of prelcwble 

dependence upon moncy earned from abroad by fami lies nol onl y of zalllindars but all 

othcr families as well . This trend itsel r is self. reveali ng of the changi ng sensibi li ty, which 

used to be historically related with land. The same people, whose ancestors did not take 

pride in dividing the family in individuals for earning, are now more than will ing to send 

their brothers and sons abroad bccause they know, ZClllleen ab rozi rolli k liay kaji Hoe 

(land is not suffic ient now for bread eaming)32. This shift in the vi llage fo r having many 

people working abroad as workers and labourers is significant enough to change the 

earlier sense of status of peoplc as zamil1dars or kOllllllis. When researcher asked Ihmis 

Ansari about the significance of moncy earned from abroad by the kali l/IIi f~lmili cs. he 

replied that it is important for the personal express ion of individual as kalJlllli because it is 

32 Shared with researcher by one of the elder male member from Warroich Biradry. 
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hardly poss ible for them otherwise depending upon land of zamil1dal's. He gave example 

of an advocate frol11 Nai t~ullily whose father is wnrking in Kuwait :!s ro rcm~:n but hr.: ha:; 

st ruggled hard to educate his sons, which is an example of' signi licance of money carm:d 

from abroad. Simila rl y, Europe or Gul f countries arc important destination lor zamil/(/{lr 

families as well because they find it hardly poss ible to meet their both ends with solc 

dependence upon land. There is hardly any zamindar t~ullily in MaMa. whose male 

members are not worki ng abroad. 

Land has undergone a fundamental change in its importance 1'1'0111 economic poinl 

of view but it still continues to hold its position as a source of social capital. Thi s 

translation of economic capital into social capi tal is acquired over the lime as proposcd 

by Bourdieu.33 The mere ownership of land remains importan t source to be categorized 

among the bimdry of zamindars. This category itsel f gives birth to the subsequent social 

forces for imagining people as Jail hiradry or z{lmil1dar and ka/JIlllis. These imaginari es 

though not equally strong as they were some decades back, still make people "icn 

themselves as those who own land and those who do not own land. Thcrc are certain 

socially endorsed and recommended courses or action about being hall/sayC/. ball/my da 

bJllIi or pilld wala, which highl ight the deeper attachment with land as a locati on o f hol1'll.: 

or sharing land boundary with neighbouring farm owners. ror example, neighbour 

through " territorial ties" as suggested by M. Azam Chaudhary "ClIt across the lines 

established by the hiradari, sharika, and other kinshi p tics" (Chaudhary 1999: 17). So, 

33 Bourdieu (1986) is relellant to see the 'economic capital' in the light of time it takes for the 'acquisition' 
of the sta tu s 'social capi tal' . This may be th e reason that this attachment of socia l capital wi th land still 
remains important despite its loss of economic significance. 
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village as a place of home or location of landholding rcmains socia ll y important besides 

economic benefits accrued from it. 

So, in this increasingly monetized, digitized and mechanized AI/ohla, land is 

source of pride for those who own land and it still gives an a ffirmation of the origin as 

being from zamindar family, who have an historical burden of Icgacy related with la nd. 

This legacy lends legitimacy to the patterns of attributing the ownership of" land to those 

who hold it either as father, brother, son, brother's son, or biracby in its extended form. 

Such imagination of one's relationship with land as that of jadcli jJl/sllli virasal has ils 

own functional resonance within the village. People still do not like to marry outside the 

biradry because one Jalt can give birth to pure Jails only if the mother o f the children is 

also from Jail family. This theme would be discussed in deta il in the coming chapter of" 

bil'Cl(by but the ro le of land as promoting imaginari es of difference in relation with land 

ownershi p is clearl y marked. So, land is losing its economic relevance in terms of 

agriculture but the social importance, it still holds seems losing ils grip as we ll in the 1 ~lcc 

of changi ng significance of bil'CldlY and di versification of sources, which pl ay important 

role in giving or defining social status. 
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Chapter No 3. B irt"ily System and its Importance in the Village life 

3.1 Earlier Position of Bira,iI:v in the Village Life 

Today's our unde rstanding of biracliy is not discrete and separated from its understanding 

conveyed to us through transmiss ion from earlier generations. It is conveyed and given a 

practical understanding through the practical rorms and oral history, which resollnd 

withi n the society. However, the biradlY is considered one of the fundamental s or rllnll 

society as understood by Qadeer: 

"Family, kinship, clan, community, {mel class are Ihe social ins/illl/ions (lul/./imll 

a bridge between individual and national society. They are Ihe bllilding blocks (d' 

social organization and anchors of the cli/tura! lyslelll " (Qadcer 2006: 189). 

Signi ficance of biradlY was rea lized by the researcher because bil'Clcby was one of" lh~ 

frequently recurring themes of disclission whenever a question was asked about 1he 

relationship of people with their tradition. This was the theme, wh ich mainly concerned 

people frolll its constantly flowi ng social relevance in their daily life. People tend to take 

himcby beyond the limited frames of either political dimensions of biracby or its role in 

f l · I · . M terms 0 c ass conSCIOlisness as an exp oltalive arrangement . 

Earli er, significance of birad,y in village was morc pronounced clue to 1he lirniLed 

penetrat ion of technology and without so much excessive usc o f" money in the li ves of" 

1-4 This reference has been made to refer to the inherited sense of the word given by the existinr, liter<Jture 
as it is generally proposed. 
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people. So, the resultant dependence upon human hands was necessary to meet the 

demand o f time. This whole context requires an interpretat ion nf lhe daily l1lHHerS, h()'.',' 

marriages were organized, what were the procedures to be foll owed as a birac/!y {() r 

participating in a marri age or to go to pay condolences to any of the members or thl: 

birtuby. One thing which seemed to be common to the perception of all Jail members or 

the village was that the earli er role of biraelry has not weakened itse lf but it is being 

rep laced by the increasi ng use o f money and technology. Their important concern ill thi s 

debate was that at earl ier time money was not so much important and the biradlY was 

considered responsible for the conduct of its affairs for ils own image. For example. 

ChallelJ1IY Sana Ullah Warraich , narrated that at earl ier times when the daughter or a 

ghareeb bhiraa (poor brother) was married, it was understood responsibility for all 

tabbars of birac"y to help the family of gi rl because the girl was Pinel eli dhee (daughter 

of the village). These affairs were taken as a collect ive responsibil ity unlike its shrinking 

domain at present times. 

This mutual support and help from the bira(/!y was also important ror biradry 

about its levels of slwrika, which worked not only at indiv idual level but also among the 

villages as well. The representation of village as a un it 10 represent the birad,y or thal 

village was also equally important consideration. However, this represen tation or the 

village was also dependent upon the nature of relationshi p established through inll:r

marriages, blood relations and close friendshi ps among the people in their indi vidual 

position or as biraelries. Likewise, the relationship between Mohla and Dhirkey lfIoddo 

(big) is much closer as compared to other villages. Both the villages arc considered 

sociall y close vi llages due to the inter-marriages between both vi llages. FUrlhennor~. 

64 



people still remember that when Uncle of ChaudlllY AZlI1al Warraich dil!d , the people or 

a nearby village Jukali, came as a group to convey the feeling" of whole of the '.'ilbgc 

with the bereaved fam ily (Mukaani5 at fi rst level and then with whole of the village. 

This group of people from Jukali was considered important because it resultantly 

burdened whole of the biradlY from Mohla to pay back this gcncrolls gesture of the 

people. At further probing o f the point about paying back thi s group condo lences and the 

means through which it was paid back, the researcher was told that it remained a prm':licc 

for some time but ultimately these feeli ngs themselves did not remain important within 

the vi llage in terms of the ro le of biracby, so to keep it with the outer vi lIages was indeed 

depending upon fi rstly at home. 

Moreover, the kammis were also represented in their capacities as kallll1lis of the 

village. For example, there were formal arrangements in the village f'or pay ing kallllllis in 

their capacities as kammis of the village like 'clllIflh' and 'khalf' which wcre hclpful for 

the relationship between 'zaminda,.' and ' ka11lIllis' . In cl1lIflh, the family of bridcgronlll 

used to give the money to the male member of family of Bride, who divided that money 

according to his di scretion among the kammis of the village. !-Iowever, in ' khalt ' onl y 

important kammi fami lies were given the 'Jaag'. People of the village be lieve Ihal main 

reason behi nd 'chulJh' was that in coming times anyone who intends to get the bride fi·om 

same vi llage in coming times must pay more than the chulJh has been offered by the 

family of Bridegroom. 

So, Biracby operated within the antagonistic notions of s/wrik. IIIl1k/wlil 

(opponent) and the attributes of brotherhood and fra ternity like Qall111 bhiraa (brothL'r 

35 Mukoon is the word used in the vi llage to refer to group condolences. 
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from the same caste), Jail plIllar, and apni zaat da etc. So, it can be said that hiradlJ' was 

considered important enough factor to be given the role of one of most important :Jetor in 

the village as well as in its larger socio-cultura l setup. The importance o/" IJiradry as it 

social force was al so rea li zed by viewing the importance of it from the ideas and 

hi storical consciousness of the people about the village. For the people, the histori cal 

consciousness about biradlY was mainly in relation with the pract ical s ignificance 01" 

biradlY· 

3.2 Earlier Sensibility and Present Status of Bi/'fI(liy 

Biradry in South Asian context has remained important in general but in Punjabi rural 

society it is given specific importance as an important dctcrm inant of social curn'; llt s 

within the society. The sign ificance of biradry as a moving fo rcc beh ind attitudes. 

expectations, sense of rights and responsibilities and feel ings at individual or collcclivl: 

levels is already well established. There have been many academ ic efforts to understand 

the underl ying currents of this vibrant social force. For example some of very important 

debates have been generated by Zekiye Eglar's analys is abou t vi llage divided only 

between "zCllllindars and kCllllll1is" in terms of "caste" (Eglar 201 0: 45), M. A:I.al11 

Chaudhary's understanding of "the fi rst impression of the village" is that "its population 

is divided into zamindars (farmers) kalllmis, (craftsmen) and busincssmcn (Chaudhary 

1999: 5). The above referred two directl y relevant sources of Punjabi society and thcir 

peculiar focus on birad,y are of direct concern bes ides some studies who have focused on 

the funct ionality of biradry in the vi llage only through lenses of Political significancl:. 

For understanding the polit ical debates about birCl{l!y system the studies conducted by 
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Javed (Javed 201 2: 230-240), Lyon (Lyon 2002: 72 & 125-127) and Mohmand 

(Mohmand 201 1 :59-6 1) are of signi lic:lncc. 

However, the above referred studies may be important in the ir respective contexts 

about defining biro("y and its role in that specific context of the area at the lime of that 

silldy. At present, the ana lysis o f the vi llage as a social setup by Zekiye Egiar (2010) and 

M. Azam ChaudlllY (\999) about the over-rid ing difference between z(l l1Iinc/{fl's and 

kammis is difficult to hold at MoMa in its prescill setup about the role of bira(hy as the 

source of help and the earli er importance of the actors who determined the role or 

biradry. Likewise, there is a marked shi ft in its importance for one's social status in the 

village. On the other hand, the studies conducted by Javed (201 2) to sec the entrenchment 

of the ro le of landed elite in political setup with Lyon' s focus on the patronage and the 

role of birad,y as its main element bes ide Shand ana K. Mohmand's (20 11 ) assessmcnt of 

biradlY as an important consideration in the vot ing behaviour, seem to be somewhat 

di stant ideas in present case. BiradlYas a concept o f li ving fo rce in the vi llage needs 10 

be understood within the context of village it sel f. Thus vi llage itself is needed to dc linl: 

the concept of biradfY. 

Biracby as a social force is ascribed by birth but it does not remain too ri gid to 

remain immune from social pressures, wh ich it has to face from the society. One of the 

important concerns as a researcher in the village was about understanding or the people 

themselves about birad,y, and thei r sense of the biradlJI in their context. It is diflicult to 

understand the village comprehensively only in its categoriza tion o f people as c ithcr 

zamindar or kalllilli. Similarly, thi s general categori zation o r Ihe village bccolllcs 

untenable because kCfllll1li if considered one of the two essen tial categories in the vi ll age. 
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is Vit1ually absent from the village. This understanding requires more diverse approm.: h 

towards the cletermining elements of the bfradry. For example, 1abbars or glhlr at 

individual level are considered essential part within caste and then the cas te it self is now 

becoming diverse and even changing among /abbars wi thin the vi ll age. 

There cannot be any linear understanding of /abbars ultimately leading to the 

makcwup of biradlY because the increasing profess ional divers ity and exceeding options 

for improving social status within every caste itse lf poses cha llenge to the collcctivc 

approach of the ,abhars. Zamindars in Mohla's case almost exclusively be long to ./u/l 

biracliy, which is then further divided into gOlh or =.aar of IVlIrraicli, CheelllCl, Tom /'. 

Clwl/ha, Bajwa, Sindhu, Hanjra and Janjua. There is no specific re lationsh ip o/" 

closeness or feelings of difference or sharika between any of the two o f Jafl castes, but it 

Illay be there in terms of general settings of society. For example, feuds or connicts basl:d 

upon land or opposi tion as politica l groups may reinforce closeness or di stance among 

some Biradly members but these trends crisscross the rest of village as we ll . 

When it comes to kamlllis as a himd/y, it becomes more difficult to position tho s~ 

rabbars or households as belonging to a general category of one profess ional branch or 

the other like //Ioch i or nai. At present , a medical doctor from ansari (earli cr known as 

julaha) fam ily has changed hi s caste to bJ1IItlCI (another sub-caste of jails) . The above 

given reference is also significant because it helps to understand thc emcrging trl: lld 

within the kal1lllli castes to shift their caste, after improving their socia l and economic 

position, to those who are socially considered as higher ones. This trend itse lf docs not 

only challenge the single category of kallllll i but al so signa ls the variation within the 

respective kalllmi castes. As a case in point, the ansari biracby is one of the largest 
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biradries in the village. However, AWl/is Ansari was o f the view that ansari hirmllJl is not 

given due importance in the vi llage affai rs because as a bir{l(hy, Ihey Cl re nN organized 

themselves. 

People do not sec kammis as a biracby, but some profess ional categories take 

themselves as a birachy. So, it is proposed to see the biradry at these levels in the village 

and its rationali ty worki ng with in the village because the change in the build ing blocks of 

biradry are themselves in transition from their earlier positions. M. A. Qadecr has fe lt the 

change in" Family, kinship, or community" which "may appear to be constant. but they 

do change, sometimes imperceptibly and at other times drast ically" (Qadcer 2006: 189). 

However, given this scenario, it cannot be said that all these changes arc without their 

relation with tradition. This a ll ignment of change with trad ition must bc taken as mutua l. 

Once agai n M. A. Qadeer is qu ite relevant in ana lys ing th is changing relat ionship: 

"All these institutions are loosening up, their structures are becomillg more 

malleable, and functions are being realigned and reinlerpreled. Crude~y, they 

may be said to be modernizing, but it is a modernizarioll within the grooves (? f 

invented lradilions" (Qadecr 2006: 189). 

So, th is shift of earl ier sensibility of the social forces, which arc genera ll y taken 

as structures which can not be undone easily, need to be revisi lcd . Thercfore, Giddl.:lls 

seems to be more relevant abollt the 'interplay o f agency and structure' as mutuall y 

' structuring' .36 

16 Giddens (1984) 't heory of structuration' feels pertinent to see the traditional stru ctures being replaced 
with different structures, but those structures are not exclusive of the action of agency. This mutual 
interplay of aBency is shown from th e fact that if Biradry as a structure is really so strongly structured, 
then how it manages to be redefined among different actors. 
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3.3 Bil'lulry, Its Characters and their Roles 

Bircuby in its present sense cannot be completely understood without laki ng in to account 

the significance and space allowed for differen t actors in the funct ion of birochy. lJif'{uhy 

does not come into be ing without certain roles and responsibi lities. These roles and 

responsibi lities determine the extent of functional dimension of biroc"y as a force. This 

functional dimens ion attached with the operationaliwtion of the biradlJ' as a force starts 

with certain structured positions like fami ly, human resource power and the soc ial status 

of the biradry as a whole and that of its ind ividuals as well . So, hire/dry depends upon 

kumba (clan) who further narrows down thi s responsibili ty to depend upon labbar,\' 

(households) and then the tabbars themselves have an indi vidual as a public face to 

represcn t them for the mechanisms, which ultimately come under the domain of hiradly. 

This hierarchy is not practica ll y followed from upside-down but it works Ii"om 

bottom-up. This approach is itself reflective o f the importance o f the actors invo lved in 

th is arrangement of bircuby as a force. So, th is setup itse l r is inrl icHtive of some resultant 

changes in the previous domain of birad,y like decisions of marriage. the sense o f' 

collective honour and prestige known in the vi ll age as ghairal and izzal respectively" 

These marriage patterns will be dea lt in detail in the coming paragraphs. 

The biradry as a social force with its rules of rights and responsibilities docs not 

come itsel f, rather it depends upon the factors who make it. Likewise, it is important \0 

see the ro le of biradlY in its significance for the involved individuals, labbars and klllllba. 

zaat or poss ibly wafs. There are many roles and expectations in the village which are 

given importance in the working significance of birachy. At present, the role of birodry 
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also needs to be recognized in its relationship with technology and ils use or symbols for 

status and prestige based upon show o f money. These symbols and their subsequent sho\\ 

are actually an encroachment upon the domain of birachy. The detailed debate about USI.: 

of technology and its role in the village life would be given in more detail in the coming 

chapter of Social Status. Moreover, the control and checks of these mOllctin:d 

mechanisms are a lso a challenge for birachy. Importan tly, birachy as a social !orcc is 

considered more significant at MaMa Kllllrd because the Jail Bimdry in Mohta KImI'd 

binds individuals, tabbars and kumba in certain responsibilit ies. These responsibilities 

cannot be broken without fac ing consequences like being socia ll y disapproved as all 

individual or Tabbal's or even excommunication in extreme cases 37 . IJiracfi y also 

develops some mechanisms and procedures of social conduct fo r rcgulating the amlirs. 

which are important to itself or the society at large. 

For instance, at MaMa Khllrd, the jail biracfiy has dec ided lhat no wbba/" is cun 

serve its guests coming for funeral or paying condolences with me(lt. Moreover. nothing 

can be haked or cooked in the bereaved (abba/' or glial' 1I111e~s thejal1oz(I (funeral praye r) 

has been offered. Whosoever, breaks thi s law would have to face excommunication from 

the rest of hirad/y . ChaudlJlY Nasru/lah Wa,.ra;ch, told the researcher that when 

Clul/ldh,y ;lzma! Worraich' s mother died in the winter nigh t, he (ell. AzmCl t) served the 

guests with boiled eggs and tea onl y after consulting ciders of his biracliy. Moreovcr, 

when ChalldlllY Azmal's grand uncle had died, he again first consulted hi s bi/'{/chy ilnd 

then served the guests with meat on Eid-ul-Azha because it was convenient fo r him at j';ill 

to arrange meal, which otherwise could have been difficult . 

17 The functiona l dimension of eKcommunication is important enough in the village to work as a 
mechanism of counter-check. Chaudhry (1999) has also aptly highlighted he importance of 
eKcommunication in a village. 
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So, hiradlY now operates at the levels of caste among the kallllJlis, but all thc .la(l 

gOfhs (sub~easte) consider themselves as single birad,},. Gencr~ !l y, ~mlOng kamliii C<lSh;S, 

thi s feeling of biradry does not seem to be very much important because these C<lstcs arc 

themselves in the process of transition. So, their earli er attri butes signi fying thei r 

tradi tional profession and their present profess ional status, which is varying even among 

the castes as well. For example, the earlier nai tabhars cannot make scnse of themselves 

as a nai biradlY because some o f their households have evcn changed their caste titles 

and adopted new ones like Chohan or Cheellla. However, it does not mean thai there is 

no feel ing of attachment or the subsequent determination of closeness and di sta nce based 

upon caste. This feel ing would be analysed in more detail in the subsection of this chapter 

about marriage patterns, but its practi cal fo rm does not presen t an organized fo rce or nai 

birad,y as that of j ail biradry. Unl ike this, among Jail birachy the realization o f bi,.{/(flJI 

as a stro ng support and fo rce seems to be more important because thcir earli er sources or 

pride and status with their resultant show of symbols are relatcd with the ro le of bil"lldry. 

It is important tu analyse the earlier sensibi lity about biNlchy relatcd with its ro le and 

relevance in the village li fe. 

3.4 Changing Feelings of Relations at Present 

As it has already been made clear about the role of land and it s subsequent role in society, 

there is also a visible change in the sense of relations in the vill age due to change in the 

importance and signifi cance of the land in the village lifc. Toelay ' s III/ohIo docs not 

depcnd only upon land either for only zamindars or kalil/IIi fami lies but there are divcrsc 

means and sources, which have alternated with land as sole 1~lctor for dependcnce. 

Therefore, it is needed to di slodge the carlicr notions o f class structures and the 
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subsequent composition o f society with so simple understand ing. For example, Mosse 

argues "ECO!10mic relations based 0 :1 property ensure the reproduction o f soc ial relations 

of dominance and dependence" (Masse 1999: 66). This approach to sec the soc ietal Il ow 

only in terms of economic patterns seem to be misleading. There arc many new trends 

even in economic paradigm which demand more diverse approach. For example. there is 

d iversi fication of options fo r people to opt in the shape o f going abroad. The number or 

people going to Europe or Middle Eastern countries is exponentially hi gh <mel it plays 

important ro le in determining one's social status at home, in vi ll age or in the society at 

larger level. Moreover, education in its presen t sense, as primary factor for all 

considerat ions of a person, family or birad,y is another fundamentally important fact or. 

Education also plays important role in the village life because it givcs birth to the 

different feeli ngs of social s tatus in the village unlike its previolls dependence lIpon land. 

Ro le of education in determining soc ial status will be di scussed in detnil in the chapter of 

soc ial status in the village. However, the importance o f education in the village li fe 10 

determine feelings of relations is self~ev ident at the time of looking for marriage partners. 

Same aspect was highligh ted by eh. K. N. Warraich when he told thc author about 

present fo rms of marriage patterns. He was of the view that now marriage does 110l 

remain a sphere only in the hands of parents because if one of the boy or g irl is educated 

then the partner also lllust be of a reasonable qua li fica tion. So, educat ion is making new 

biraclries and relationships for the people of the vi llage due to Ihe Ircnds, it gencnllcsJN
. 

Moreover, education is a lso important factor in determini ng the needs and reasons for 

38 This does not mean that there is a complete transformation in the marriage partner choices, but the 
(rend itself seems to get started. 
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new fr iendships, redefining interests as biraell'ies, glV ll1g a new sense to traditiollal 

professions and its important ro le in -he determining the socia! st~tliS. 

These all factors lead to the weakening of those fo rces which were bnsis of earlier 

order of the village setup in terms of sense of the relat ions ei ther as Illl/usaya or ballI/a)' 

do bhai. This is an important dimension of social reality in the village because those 

fo rces, which cause the change in earlier sense of relations have to negotiate their space 

in the society with the forces, which are being transformed. Similarly, in Mohta's case, 

role of money earned frol11 abroad and the importance of education are negotiat ing thei r 

space with decreasing role of land in the village life .There is an imporlan t shift in the 

earlier sense of positions within the village like role of Challelluy , pallclwyaf and the 

pract ical functioning of biraelry due to the emergence of new actors. ror example, an 

advocate from nai family considers himself socially important and inevitable ror the 

vi ll age people that he even quoted some instances when c/wl/ell/ely of the village sought 

his help. For example, chaudhelY asked him to access tehsildar fo r saving his lands In 

inundate in tile recent floods. This single event is helpful to understand that the tradi tional 

sense of relationships is changing with the passage of time due to diverse actors usi ng 

di fferent sources for present forms of social status and the resultant changes in traditiona l 

strllcture of the society. 

3.5' Varla/l Bllllllji' and the Present Importance of B irrullY 

Mutual exchange of gift known as Varfan Bhanji in the village is OIlC of the most 

organized and systemic arrangement to show the vi llage life in general and that of 

birad,y in specific. For Zeki ye Eglar, in her study '" VarIan Bhmy'i' is a mechanism of 
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gift exchange' " it a lso denotes the relationship between people through thi s exchange" 

and in its "extended meaning of dea li ng in this relationshi p" (Eglar 20 1 0: 11 9). Exchange 

of gifts or reciprocity in the social relations has remained an important aspect of social 

networki ng. 

This debate about social relevance and importance of 'reciproci ty' and 'cxchang~ 

of gifts' traces its origin to the important academic debate started by Marcel Mauss 

through his analysis of the significance of 'giv ing ' or ' receiving ' gift. Author sta rts with 

his understanding o f gift exchange something beyond a general understanding of thi s 

arrangement " In theory, such gifts are vo luntary. but in fact they are given and rcpaid 

under obligation" (Mauss 1969: I). He further proceeds to shed light 011 th~ social 

significance o f relationships created through exchange of gifL. The author feels thai " bond 

created by things is in fact a bond between persons",and "since the thing itself is a pl:rSOIl 

or pertains to a person, I-fence it follows that to give something is to give a pari or 

oneself ' (Mauss 1969: 8). This importance of exchange of gift , if tricd to undcrtsand in 

the larger socio-cultural context, suggests that it cannot be takcn as a disconnectcd 

practice from its larger society. Still there is great importance o f the VarIan IJ!7my'j illlhc 

village life but its earlier characters seem to have changed now in te rms of significance 

and and the ir consequent participation in the manifestation of this practice of V(/I'IWI 

BhGly'i, 

First of all , there is also need to view cri tically the understand ing of Zekiyc Eglar 

about the rec iproci ty or mutua l exchange of gift. Zekiye Eglar argues: 

"Varian Bhanji transactions do 1101 ,ake place at random, bill 011 ,~pec(fic 

ceremonial occasions. The principal occasions on which giji exchanges lake 
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place are birth, the circumcision of a son, marriage and dealh of an old person " 

(Eglar 2010: 121). 

This does not seem complete understanding to the researcher because to be invited or the 

level of participation itsel f depends upon the ongoing level of interaction and the 

intensity of relationship. So, the roots of this setup in the village itse lf" lie in the every day 

affairs, which basically give sense to the feel ings of bhai chara or sharUm. Moreover, in 

today's Mohla, there is clear diffe rence in the actors and their positions as related to the 

one at the time of Zeki ye Eglar's study (1 960). 

Although the actors and their parti cipation In thi s arrangement is determined 

through intensity of relationship which in the village is largely dictated by the forces to 

decide about closeness and distance. These actors have also been debated by Ben·Amos, 

who argues: 

"How and to what extent were social networks mobilized? 11 has long been 

presumed Ihat sucial ties ;n the pre-modern past formed a hierarchy oj 

obligations, based on a core of co-resident and local lineage, and followed by 

concentric circles that spanned beyond the locality; the [anller the co-resident 

kin, the weaker became the obligation and inclination to offer support" (Ben

Amos 2008: 45). 

As it has already been made clear about the earl ier role of Biradry at the time of need 

through shared obligations, thi s system remained intact due to the feelings of mutual 

needs and the role of money involved at that time. Moreover, now, the role of women has 

also been compromised to some extent in the arrangement of Vartan Bhanji. Women are 
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less involved because now there is less transaction in the kind as compared to L:arliL:1 

practices when, rice. sugar, fl our and clo thes etc. were given 01 ill lht! ~piri l of system. 

returned to the house of marriage. This was shared with the researcher by a rnale lllcmhl:f 

of Muslim sheikh (musalli) birallly that his mother rece ived 1110St of their len (tht: 

receivables) at his sister's marriage in the cash because close relatives come and pay lilt 

money. Accord ing to him, it was due to the thinking that girl or boy can usc it according 

to their wish. 

So, the former role of women as mother or elder daughter-in-law of the hOll sc is 

resullamly compromised. ALmost same line of argument was made by Chaudhry Ilene;; 

Cheemll, three days aftcr marriage of his SOil . He was of the view that it is easy now for 

both families involved in len den (mutual obligations) to pay in money instead of pay ing 

III kind, which even may be not according to the expectation of the receiving fami ly ~vcn 

though it might be too costl y. He was of the view that now money decides about the level 

of the relationship as his son was paid three lac rupees by one o r his ma ternal und !.: to 

show the love of the nanke (relati ves of molher side) ror his children. So. Ihl.! 

monetization of these major events has also changed the ro le of women in the varflln 

bhcmj i, because earlier when most of the transactions were in the kind, women werc 

entitled to keep the domestic record at home. 

Likewise, the role of biradry has also been curtai led to a larger ex tent due to the 

over-reliance upon money and out-sourcing the arrangemcnts, which were ea rli er reasons 

to remain dependent upon birad,y. For example, now people do no t invi te thei r gues ts fo r 

nights before the marriage as they lIsed to do at earlier times. These mee ti ngs were also 

necessary because at that moment it was important La take the biracliy all board because 
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different households were given different responsibi lities, which were not possible IU bl.! 

managed by the single household. Now, as there arc no guests in large numbers to sw)' 

for nights as it used to be, it is not needed to ask biradry for hclp. Sim ilarl y. ullolhcr 

important reason for today 's transformation in the rolc of biradry is the trcnd to arrange 

the marriage functions at marriage hal ls. which leaves birad':)1 virtually un imporl <l nt. Olle 

gocs to the management of a marriage hall and simply sets the menu for the function ::lI1d 

distributes the cards to invite the people formally. Tbis above given paragraph is a 

summary of the group discussion of three elderly people's goss ip at the dem of [-fry·; 

Allah Dilla Warraich at Mahta Khllrd, after the marriage of ChaudlllY Pervez's son , 

However, it is important to note that reciprocity is not only about money or in kjnd 

but it also counts even the time spent at function or even in daily life f1bout reciprocating 

the frequency of one ' s visit at one 's place. This expectation or the measure a /" olle's 

contribution to the needs and requirements of those who are being paid, is al so depentkl1! 

upon the nature of relationship. For example, first of all , immediate relali ves like "'Yll 

(Father' s elder brother), chacha (Father' S brother), 1lI(1111l1 (Mother' s brother), khalo 

(mother's sister), phuphi (father' s sister), kumbay wale (kith and kin) followed by bi}"(/c!Jy 

or hamsaya are considered close re lations. This given list may be the one upon whidl 

there may be fluctuation in terms of importance of one upon the other, but generall y 

reciprocity is expected with more confidence from these actors. The remaining uetai1cd 

analysis of symbols of status and prestige relating to transactions under the domain o f 

VarIan Bhanji will be dealt in detail in the coming chapter of Social Status. 
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3.6 Binulry as a Force and Present Change 

Birad,y has been enjoying important place in the village setup because villages arc not 

considered as anonymous spaces, where individualiza tion is taken as a complete social 

being in its individual existence. Villages are important part of collective consc i ous ncs~ 

of their individuals because ind ividual ex istence is largely socially determ ined. People 

belong to their introduction as a son. member of a household or mrcuby at the m U!i1 

extended stretch. Lndeed. all these references of an individual are part o f the villngc 

setting. but the strength of UljS phenomenon itself seems to lose its grip graduall y. 

People are not living in the time and space where speed o f change was slow!.!!" 

enough to accommodate social trends. Now, the decisions about marriages or Ihe ch i ldl'~n 

do not remain only in the domain or ram il y. This leaves the approva l from bi}'(fc/J y abo 

compromised due to the diminishing role of family itself. . The present trcnds of 

marriages in the village highlight the importance of some new considerat ions for the 

family and the biradty. Chaudhty Pervez Cheemll, shared with the researcher that whell 

he married his both daughters to the anny officers belonging to .Jail famili es, no one had 

an objection because they were Jail and of his status. The latter part of tJle reason given 

for match making is of special signi ficance because the status in terms or money or 

financial position has become important concern for the people. Chaudhry MIl /wl/lll1ad 

Hussain Warraich, was also of the same view to analyse the present trends that now 

biradry 's izzal is also related with the newly made relat ives through exogamy. because 

they become part of the birad,y afterwards. 
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As the role of biradry has al ready been debatcd in the changing socio-clIl IlIl'al 

context of the vi ll age. there is need 10 :-ce the potentia! mcch:misms "..,hieh replace ! h~ 

earlier significant position of birac/ly. This errat ic force of birachy presents two 

inheren tly contradictory scenarios. On the one hand, there is evidence. which highli ghls 

the changing importance of birad,y in the vi llage life with decreasing worth of primary 

perFormers like labbars, kumbah or rishlaydar (relatives) etc. Contrari ly, the re placing 

mechanisms, which may be helpFul For the people o f the village do nOI seem to be 

unambiguously understandable. For example, if village does not have arti culated way to 

reso lve the conflicts, then the alternative mean left for people is their reliance on stale 

legal system, which itself still does not have trust of the people. Another related need of 

the people is thei r constant need to have a mechanised setup of conflict resolution at the 

village leve l. This situation req uires deeper understand ing on the pari o f resei.lrch~r to 

untangle the relation of change with the needs of the people as indi viduals, households 

and biradries. 

There are many challenges. which the village has to race in it s co llcctivc sphere 

like floods, thefts of an imals and other such mallcrs of mutual concern. These mailers 

requi re more organized response of the communi ty as a whole, but the signi fi cance or 

bira(by is further crysta ll ized at such moments. For example, Chaudhry Khalid Nawa::. 

Warraich remembered the ro le of his Ja/l birachy when his six buffaloes were stokn 

from his Dera near the Chellab Rive r. It was fi rst of all the birachy and then all fi'il;nd s 

from the vi ll age as we ll as fro m nearby vi ll ages, who came to hi s hclp either through 

physical presence or accompanying him to the Police station. He sa id though he could not 

find his animals, he could not forgct the important ro le played by his birachy at Ihis 
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critical moment. This was also witnessed by the researcher at the time or nood~ in 

September, 2014. The village has an enduring re lationship with the river CI/{!IIob. ·Ih.: 

river crosses the village from its western side. River provides village with di rect means o j' 

economic benefits like se lling sand, working there as labourers, cattle grazing at '/willa '_ 

People of both Nloh/a villages, Samman. Shadiwo/ and some nearby villages send their 

cows and buffaloes there to feed them without bearing direct financial liab il ity for them. 

This bail/a comprises the shaam/aal, (collecti ve ly owned land among community or an 

area) so zamindar families have this mutual understanding to share these benefits or 

boil/a mutually.39 

However, thi s lUldcrstanding ofmuhml convenience proved to be unfortunHte thi s 

year because of heavy losses incurred by the people who had sent the ir cattle (lI/fl lIl 

manni, dhoo,. and dangar are the used terms for cattle when talked in indirect way). On 

the night of 6th September and 7th September there was mass ive increase in the now ol 

the Chenab river, which resulted in the loss of all cows, bufraloes and tractors or otil r.: r 

such machinery at bella. There was a loss of almost 1200 animals. From Mohla lando or 

Khurd, there were more losses. Some families even lost morc than 50 anilllal~. ramil)' or 

Chaudl1lY Azmal Wal'raich lost many cows, buffa loes, 3 ho rses and 2 tractors because 

they were cultivating the shaamlat owned by other zamil1dar ramilies as well . From 

Moh/a Khurd Chaudhry Riasal Warraich and ChaudhlY Kha/id Warraich each los\ 4 

animals. 

~9 Some families also cultivate their share of the land at bella. There Is mutual understanding among some 
families to take care of not only of their own land but also for that of rest of their relatives or IJirodry 
members. For exampte, the robbor of Hassanke also takes care for the land of family of Chaudhry Khalid 
Nawaz Worraich and his brother . 
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Some families recovered their animals by constan t struggle to find them by 

visiting different fl ooded areas and by keeping a team o f people at [ lead Qadimhac/. 

However, some fami lies could recover partially and some could not get the ir animals 

despite long efforts. These moments also proved that biro{by is a soun.::e of mutual help 

for the people at such critical times of need as it was evident at the follow up til1l~ <tIkI" 

floods. Every monling there was a team of almost 30 persons on motor bikes belonging 

to Warraich famil ies, who left the village for whole of the day. Importantly. tllose 

families who were fortunate enough to recover their animals timely. did not SlOp going in 

search of the rest of animals, because acco rd ing to Chaudhry Khalid lVarraich. it is not a 

noble deed to leave the birad,y at the time of need. So, birad,y is still nn iT1lpo rt~n t 

source of help for the village people but it's every day representation through in tCI"a(;liull 

and the symbols like participation at important events is not so pronounced and 

symbolized as it used to be. 

3.7 Conclusion 

BiradlY has remained important fac tor in the socia-cultural seUi ngs of Punjabi rural 

society. The reasons for today 's peculiar rural dimensions of Punjab may be traced to 

Punjab 's relationship with fertile plain land. Th.i s ownership ofland itself gave birth to a 

society which was organized on the basis of dependence upon land as owner or as 

dependent upon the land owner in case if one does not own land. So, <l society was born . 

whose needs and requirements could be only fulfilled in its given mode or dominance 01' 

one segment of society (zamindars) through incorporation of the landless class known as 

kWllmis or "specialized worker" (Ahmad 1977: 26). This ownership o f land as a 

prerogat ive of some people upon the basis of their categorization and the deprivation oj' 
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the rest of people served as a 'structure' . This structure is practi call y re inrorced thro ugh 

the role and importance, which was assumed by the bif'{fdl'ies mainly upon tht: busis of 

thei r ownership or land. This undcrstanding in its carlier imporlance upon the basis o r 

sU·l1cturally detennined posit ions becomes difficult now to understand because it s 

primary actors like land, family and bi,.adry are themselves in transit ion. 

This mutual interaction also gave birth to a society, where biro",.y a:-; ;1 

brotherhood was realized on the basis of fami ly lineage, incorporat illg mostly pal ril inc:d 

descent. Though at earlier time's village distribution in terms of caste wns more ill terlllS" 

of its general categorization either as zamindars or kaml1lis, now this undcrstnnding 

seems to lose its relevance. The understanding of those elements like househokl \J r 

ramilies themselves do not remain "relational" as propagated by Mosse through hi s 

analysis of untouchable caste because "they are defined and reproduced by rela tions or 

dependence and subordination" (Mosse 1999: 69). This construction of caste, so rigid anti 

least prone to social pressures, becomes difficult 10 hold in Ihe presence o r evidence. 

which highlights the change in its social acceptance and visibility. It shows that as 

Giddens propagates, there is always a mullla! interplay between ' structure and ag~IlI.;.y· 

which may produce some newer types of strucures, but it call not be exclusive ly outcome 

of structures. 40 

Today 's MaMa cannot be categorized only li ke Zeki ye Eglar' s categorization 0(" 

the village in terms of only zamindar and kammi presence. There it ree ls ma rc 

40 Giddens (1984) position about his understanding of restructuring structure is of particular interest in 
th is changing role of Biradry. Giddens takes the interplay between structure and agency in a flow, where if 
the traditional role of Biradry might have been compromised, but the process of restructuring itsel r gives 
way to produce new types of structures. 
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appropriate to employ some alternative possibilities fo r people to be categorized in t c r lll~ 

of thei r standing in the vi llage. The insufticiency of the existing frames docs no t 111\!1Ill 

that the relationship between the people who own land and those who do not 0\\' 11 . is 

antagonistic, but the variation within the positions is visible and self-speaking. As it hm; 

al ready been elaborated about the change in social position of the Kaml1li castes. this also 

changes the larger socio-cultural scenario. Ju/aha caste now known as Ansari is 

considered one of the most educated castes in the village. They have been teachcrs, now <J 

doctor and some in other governmcntjobs like clerk or constable in Punjab po lice. which 

shows that the traditional sense of word JlIfaha associated wi th the klwddi may he 

misleading at the moment. The earlier sense of the word Julalw associated with khaddi 

also conveys its sense of dependence upon the zamindctr through seyp . which is not the 

case at present times. Moreover, this may be inappropriate to take fo r granted the 

trad itional sense of the word 11111salli as the one who used to clean the house find " em or 

the chaudhry, because now the people of this caste introduce themselves as Muslim 

sheikh. This word is used by them becaust;: the word mllsalli enta ils a burden or thei r 

passive position, which is no more applicable to their changing socia-econom ic posi tion. 

For example, one n/llsalli member is practicing as medical doctor ill the village besides 

one retired army Major, one lecturer and some members of the bimdry working abroad. 

So, neither is the position of the kammis statjc in the village nor it entai ls hostil~ 

relationship within the zamindar and kammi equation. This background of the kOlllllli 

professions and thei r today's positions reveal some fissures in the contemporary 

dominant vision of this class as an oppressed and passive one. Another direct ly relevant 

account has also been advocated by Harriet Bradley "The power of capital has taken a 
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more impersonal form, embedded in a set of organizations and inst itut ional practices" 

(Bradley 19<)2: 18). This shows that status and position of the ac-tors now at pn::scnllilll c~ 

is main ly dependent upon the capital which introduces its own institutional practices. 

Moreover, there is space now for new as well as existing acto rs but it docs nOi 

mean that they may be equally effective in creat ing the institutions fo r their 

representation. Likewise, at Nloh/a, the k(llllll1i castes do not make thei r sense m: 

co llective force, but they are divided alllong themselves as n(li biJ'(I(by. JIII/salli hiradl'Y or 

ansar; bil'adlJI because of their changed sources to accumulate capita l. Bourdicu <ll 

becomes relevant there to see his lmderstanding of economic capital' s translation inlo 

social capital as acquisition over the time, which comes slowly and takes long 10 gn :IS 

well . This di vision within the general category of ka11l1ll; also gives sense t('l Ihe 

consciousness of each caste as different from rest of the castes due to different 

relationship with the means to improve socia l standing. 

In the above given scenario it is hardly surprising to propose that tradi tional 

understanding of biradlY as a social force has become to some extent inva lid. Th e. village 

profile sheds light on the demographic composition of both the villages. The Jail bimd/:J1 

with all its sub-castes is known and accepted in its sense through the word Llsed to dellote 

it as a functional force in the society. However, it has already lost some or its symbuls In 

presen t itself as an inclusive and self-enriching force. It was interest ing experience fo r the 

researcher to see one of the Ansari fanlilies as main organizers of the walilll(l 01' 

41 Bourdieu (1986) "Social capital is the aggregate of t he actual or potential resources which are linked \() 
possession of a durable network of more or less institutionali zed relat ionships of mutual acquain tance 
and recognition--or in other words, to membership in a group which provides each of its members with 
the backing of t he collectivity-owned capital, a 'credential ' which enti tles them to credit, in the various 
senses of the word . These relationships may e)[ist onlv in t he pract ical stat e, in material or symbolic 
exchanges which help to maintain them" (Bourdieu 1986: 49). 
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ChalldlllY 's son. The Ansari members were also on the reception ga te to n:ceive the 

guests. which is one of the pri vileges for much closed ones. This action of the d Ull/dill) 

was also an unwelcome gesture for some of the Jan guests who shared the table with 

researcher. 

Biradry for Jotts is fac ing some challenges as well frol11 the ascendance of some 

of the actors who have gained enough socio-cultural and economic capital to con test the 

hegemony of Jatls in their capacity as land owners. This shows the possibi lity of 

stlUcture as an option to be replaced with the passage of time in the wake of shi n ill 

determinants o f economic capi tal. For example, during the last general elect ions of 20 13. 

ChOlldJlIY Pervez Cheema and Nalleed B/l1I organized a ra ll y and process ion a\ the 

village in the favour of Chaudhry Alonis £Iaili. which was hosted by a member from 

mllsalli family. Chaudhry Per\lez shared the stage with the representat ive of' hllll nUll il )' 

because the butt famil y also has good poli tica l standing in the village besides economic 

capital. So, there is no more the concentration of social or economiL: capital as 

exclusively resting with .Jail biradl)!. Moreover, there may be no linear interpretation o r 

the functionality of birad,y as well as for analys is of its actors and the space they have 

gained for themselves now. There is an ongoing negotiation between the actors and their 

ro les to gain maximum space for oneself. The ongoing process of change itscl f warrants }1 

redefinition of the earlier position of the actors ca ll ed agents by Giddens and their 

respective importance in this changing environment. Giddens becomes more relevant 

through his space of .. the knowledgeability incorporated in the pract ical activities" lo r 

agent, "which make up the bulk o r daily life is a constitutive fea ture (togc ther with 

power) of the social wo rld" (Giddens 1984: 90). 
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So, there is need to see the role of individuals and fami lies even through till: usc 

of di vesrse professional options as ' knowlegeability ' of the agent. This gives more space 

to the agent 111 te rms of the different pract ices, which ieads to newer fOrlns or signi ficancc 

of actors, earlier known as biradry. Another important aspect proposed by Giddens is 

also about the knowledge of actors, which takes the agen t beyond hi s generally presumed 

limit of experiencing the world. I-Ie argues: 

"Of course, the fact that alt actors move ill sitlfClfed cOlllexls willlill IcwJ!.er 

totalities /imits the knowledge they have of other contexts which they do 1/01 

directly experience. Alt social actors know a great deal more than they ever 

direclly live fhrough " (Giddens 1984: 91). 
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Chapter No 4. Discussion and Analysis: Locating Social Status. 

4.1 IzzlIl (prestige), gIll/iNti (honour) and C/uwdlt,.,tflll/ in the Village. 

As the change has already been proposed in the primary 'structures' or Olll" inherited 

understanding about the village. the ' positioning' of individuals is itself in Iransi lion. 

Giddens has tried to understand the " positioning" as a "social ident ity that carries with it 

obligations and prerogatives" (Giddens 1984: 84). However, this domain of ob ligations 

and prerogatives can better be understood with the help of G iddens idea abolll process of 

'structuration ' where the process itself gives more space to the actors. I-Ie advocates "The 

positioning of agents in circumstances of co-presence is an elemental fea ture of the 

structuration of en eo linters" (Giddens 1984: 84). 

It is already an establi shed fact that village is changing rapidly in its relationship 

with land and the sense of Biradly is itse lf undergo ing a rapid trans Formation in its basic 

tenets. A village has an enduring re lat ionship wi th social precepts of its rel at ionship with 

one's ' position ' in the society either as ind ividua l or in the collective sphere as TlIbbar , 

kllmba or Biradly. These positions themselves carry some ' obl igations ' and 

'prerogati ves' with them. These prerogati ves can better be understood through difTcn:nt 

attri butes in society like izza/, ghairat, rlltba (position) and dUll/dliar 01' clialldllm/io/. 

The word izzat can better be understood through its Functional definit ion given by 

Chaudhary, who is of the view that "izzat is actually the way ind ividuals arc assessed" 
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(Chaudhary 1999: 66). The definition of izzal itself as given by Chaudhary ( 1999) is 

signiticant In relation wi th Giddens idea about ' positioning of agellls (indi vidual:-.) 11 \ 

circumstances of co-presence' as a featu re of '·strllcluralion". So. these allribul~s 

themselves cannot be taken without being realized in their interplay withi n process ot" 

structuration. 

Chaudhary (1999) further traces the main concerns of the people for their 

understanding about social status at the vi llage level. He argues " zan, UtI" lind zi/mi l1 arc 

the proverbially known reasons for conflicts in South Asia" (Chaudhary 1999: 42). These 

words are sti ll used in their earl ier signi ficance through the historical understanding uf 

underlying relationship of these words within lhei r socia-cultural contc1't. As tbe villagl:._ 

suggests some of the changing dynamics within its socia-econom ic milieu, there arc 

some challenges to the traditional understanding of the village about its notion of 

hierarchical setup. It really feels a bold statement to challenge the so dom inant di scol/rse 

about the Punjabi village by making a departure From histori cal legacy from the 

determining elements. 

Mohta is no more a traditional village, which can be imagined through historically 

constructed lenses. As earlier divisions with in the village arc no more the traditional 

ones, so are changes in the manifestations of symbols and sensibi lity related with 

concept ion of social status. These diffe rences in terms of their earlier positions are parI oj' 

everyday affairs of the village. There is no informally agreed mechanism of the 

panchayaf as it generally happens or nt least is taken to be the case in most of tbe Punjab. 

Furthermore, as the earlier div isions of the village have changed, 50 have changed th~ 

positions of the involved actors. For example, ChaudJuy Pervez, the largest land owner in 
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the village, whose father and forefathers were chaudheries of the vi llage, docs nol 

arrange any slIch meetings in the village. He himself shared thi s with the researcher lila l 

now it is not the time of panchayats, because people prefer to go to courts, po lice stations 

and Tehsildal's instead of going to chaudhlY. I-Ie was also of the view that it is m(lr~ 

convenient for him to manage his affairs through connecting police orficcrs. j udg\.:s or 

lawyers instead of bothering directly to make the people happy. This shows lhat 

fundamental practices, which were once related with one's pos it ion in society have 

transformed due to changing social status of the involved actors as individuals, f~lJnilics 

or bil'adries. One important aspect about such affai rs is that if there is need for stich 

meeting in the village, most of the time people are never invited or represen ted as 

individuals, but as a head of family or elder of the bira{by. 

The concepts of izzat, ghairal and chaud"ar are 'relational' , which depend uron 

material and non-material sources. At present, material sources of izzol and chcll/dllar arc 

first of all money preferably earned from abroad, land ownership to show the lineage as 

khandani and jobs either in government sector or private sector, bu t government job is 

preferred due to access to government offices. For non-materia l sources. attending (hI.! 

village affairs with shara/al (nobleness) like good • Varian Bhanji J or len den and lhe 

descent or the reference of one's parents is still important part of one's introduclion. Thl! 

above given notions of material and non-material sources mllst not be taken as sd r

contradictory because the vi llage is witnessing some changing tendencies, but it never 

means that there is complete transformation. Therefore, these patterns of change and their 

relationship with their historical understanding attached with these concepts should be 

analysed mutually inclusive. 
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As a lready shown through profile of the village, Chaudhry Pervez Clleen/{! is the 

I))rcest land owner of the village a!1d elected ex Nazim of the Union Cm:r:c: l Kathaljl. 

I-Ie is the accepted Chaudhry of the village, but only in terms of hi s land ownership 

otherwise the village is largely without properl y maintained and fu nctioning panchayal 

system. This is not possible for a village to sllstain itse lf as an ent ity without having a 

mechanism to operate at the village level for conflict resolution. This mechanism known 

as panchayal is losing its significance in the village due to multiple reasons. These 

reasons may be traced to the character of the chal/dlllY and other involved factors in their 

respective capacities like representation of an indiv idual, fam il y, Biradry and status based 

upon money or job. These factors as a whole mark departure from tradit iona l logic lind 

justification for thi s system to remain actively involved in the village due to llll(krlying 

change in the position of invo lved actors. Giddens again becomes relevant clue 10 the 

space, he has given to changing posi tions and thcir accommodative attit ude towards 

social positioning of the individuals through 'socia l interaction' . lie realizes : 

"Social inleraCfiOI1 refers 10 encounlers in which individl/ols engage ill sill/a/ions 

of co~presence, and hence 10 social integration as a level of Ihe 'bllildillg blocks' 

whereby the instilutions of social systems are articulated" (Giddens 1984: 89). 

Moreover, there are sti!! some of the recurren t di scursive aspects rcla ted with 

soc io~econom ic status of an individual or fami ly as a whole in the village, which signify 

the sense of position at the vi llage level. For example, there is no dependence of the 

landless castes upon the landholding castes but the zamil1dar castes sti ll calcgori"l.c 

themselves different ly as a symbol of their higher social status. This theme has alrcad) 

42 This administrat ive setup of the Union council is expected to be redrawn in the upcoming local bodies' 
elections. 
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been discllssed in deta il in the chapte r about land ownership. Importantly, as the village 

itself does not remain rigid in its earlier sense of actors, there is visible ch::mge in the 

position of the involved actors. Today's Mohla Kalalll1 is an important case to understand 

the contemporary change in the village. Present ly. social status is no t only asc rihcd al 

birth , but it is also a field which is competed now among the actors on the basis u( 

lUoney, educat ion, jobs or mobility at first level to city and then to abroad. The vi llage 

does not have properly functioning panchayal because the landless castes may not be 

wi lling to accede to the composition of the panchclyal as a body constituted only by the 

zamindar castes without giving them representation due to their newly gained prominent 

roles.43 So. social status needs to be wlderstood in the changing socio-cultu ral context (){" 

the village. 

4.2 Status of Symbols and Markers 

There is interesting shift in the symbols of status and prestige in the village due 10 the 

changing representations and forms of the symbols and markers. which define SO~illl 

status. These symbols may be physical like houses, vehicles, electricity appliances lind 

teclmology instruments etc. or non-physical ones like relations. human resources and 

genealogical lineage etc. These symbols or markers are important manifestat ions of the 

positions acquired by the actors through their space and presence in the village. As it has 

already been elaborated in the village profile, there is 110 kacha house at MaMa kalaml, 

but there are some katcha houses of deel1dars at Mohta Khurc/. Thcse houses ha ve 

. 3 The composition of panchayat must be one, which is e)(pected by the actors, who cannOl be 
understood in the traditional sense of the village setup. For e)(ample, a lawyer from Noi Biradry and a 
medical doctor from Juloha Biradry or use of money earned from abroad for the Kammi families has 
become a source equal to tha t of the most of the Zamindar families. 
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important symbolic signi ficance for the people because it is a lso importan t factor ro r 

multiple re3<:on<: For example, house is impor!a::1t conside rat ion to look for malTiag..: 

partner for child ren and the phys ical nature of the house is important factor [0 detcrminc 

the economic position of the household. 

Another important factor at present time is the change in trad itional image of [he 

village. There are many houses of Jail famili es, which are either partiall y pukka, (brick

made) completely pakka or not as good as that of the landless kall1J11i households. J\t 

Mohla Khurd some of the houses of the warraich fami li es are not in good condition as 

compared to the ollejulaha and l1lusaffi houses at Mohfa Kalaal/. Moreover, construction 

of a new house is important for every household to show the halllsaya, /I/Ohalladar or the 

people of village to show one 's socio-economic status. This was also reOccled by Rizwan 

Muslim sheikh that everyone who starts earning money, tri es to construct a new housc 

much better than earli er because it is proof of one ' s earn ings. 

Furthermore, cars, motorcycles, tractors, cell phones and appliances of daily lise 

at home are also important factors to show one's social status among Ihe village fe llows. 

The cost and usage of these symbols are important aspects in determining the worth of 

that car, cell phone or electric appliance. For instance, cars arc important determinan t in 

social status because they are not owned by everyone. There arc only ri ve to six cars in 

the Mohla kalaan and a lmost sallle number at Moh/a Kill/rei. These numbers suggest thai 

those who have cars, must have a different standing in terms of profession, job, land 

ownership or any other source of earning. This was al so shared with the researcher whi le 

conduct ing an interview with a Brit ish researcher from London School of Economics, b) 

a young man Nabit Ahmad. The boy was lIsing one of the costly mobiles available at 
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market. When he was asked the reason to buy so costl y mobile, he responded lilat us lit: 

earns himself from the business of wood, he must be using 'good' and cost ly th ings. This 

use of technology is not onl y competed at individual level blu al so among fa milies and 

neighbourhoods. Those who use their own appliances and machines li ke washing 

machine at home or tractor at farm are considered sociaJl y e leva ted because dependence 

upon others may harm one's socia l status. 

When it comes to non-physical resources, these resources are also cqually 

important in making sense of the concept of socia l status ill the village. There is II 

complete glossary of attributes which rank., categorize and labe l people in the ir capacities 

as individua l s~ fam ilies and biradries. These words, sente nces and proverbs place people 

in hierarchies as well which are not in their own making. The siglli ri cance or languagt.! in 

terms of its presentation e ffect has been analysed by Szabo "our knowledge abuut 

lingui stic expressions is knowledge about types" (Szabo 1999: 14 5). As some or the 

attributes related with land and the division in the village on the basis of land is 

practically becoming lesser influential , these representations arc also changing somewhat. 

For example, now there are some tabbars. who have changed their castes a lier changing 

their professions and do not face hostile social pressure for changing their caste. There 

mlly be some references in this regard that they have changed the ir cas le at the cost of" 

introduction of their forefathers. However, there is no serious threat in terms of 

embarrasment and unfri endliness from the people if the person or famil y, which has 

changed the caste after considerably improved socials tatus. 111is is also (rue for the 

medical doctor and an advocate of the village, changing their castes respect ively from 

.III/aha to Bhllfla and from Nai to Chohan. 

( 
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Apart from birad,y, there are also other changing perceptions abollt the 

understanding of social status. The numerical strength at tab bar or birachy level, which 

used to be bedrock of the rural society, is also changing now in ils relationship wi th 

social status. There is a famous example of a fight between b Ull family of eight brothers 

and a kammi family of nine brothers. It is generally agreed perception that both ramilies 

were always at loggerheads because they had considerable numerical strength. However, 

now this numerical strength has transited into the economic avenues available to the 

family or biradry for managing its affairs. Now. there is hard ly any fami ly in the last lwo 

decades, except some musalli families, who has given birth to more than four chi ld ren. 

This is practically difficult for the people to manage their affairs in the vi llage 

wi th less resources to provide presently recognized 'essentia l' provision to the chi ldren. 

Now, the education itself has become an importclllt factor fo r the village people \() 

compete in the vi llage. Thus, sociaJ status in Today ' s Nloh/a is mainly dependent UpOl1 

money, education, nature of job or land ownership. This sequence of the ractors whit:h 

detennine the extent of significance by any of the factors as contri buting its part in thl: 

social status, shows that traditional determinants are no more only factors. This Illutual 

exchange of the space between these actors seems to suggest that vi ll age can not be 

comprehensive ly understood only in relationship with trad itional sensibil ity of strllc1ure 

as mightier one and agency as being downplayed by the tradi tional structures. 

4.3 Land 's Importance and Social Status 

The role or land in the vi llage has already been discussed in dela il~chapter about 
\"1! 

land ownership and its impact upon the village life. Moreov~r, land must He s: en beyond 

.,~.,.. 
\...,.. ~' 
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its only economic significance in the village life. It is important to note that social 

significance of lanel i:- still there in the vi!bge. Despite :'lo.ssivc cconom iza tiun <1IIU 

monet ization of the domesti c affairs, land is important marker o f one's status and posit ion 

in the society. This importance can be reali zed bo th economically and symbolically. It 

would be naive to say that economic relevance of land has been completely al ternated 

with non-land based sources. Land still remains important for those who do not own land, 

because status in the vi llage is related with land from multiple aspects. For eX~'l1lp lc . Ihe 

BIIII fa mily, who has good economic and social capital , finds it rea ll y diffi cu lt to ha ve 

animals like buffa loes and cows without owning land in the village. The family has a 

dera (a word used for the place to keep animals) in the Mohlo Kalaan, a servant but they 

have to take the land at theka (an agreement between land owner and the rentcc to rent 

land for a fixed period at a fi xed cost) unlike other landowning fam ilies. So. land remains 

important fo r the people not onl y for agrieuitllral purposes but also fo r home and other 

needs li ke baithak, clerc/u or business related activities. 

Indeed, land is an important factor in determ ining and then even in maintaining 

the social status in the village, but at present it does not remai n as signi licant as it ll sed 10 

be. Those symbols whieh werc related wi th land like dealing o f things for things mai nl y 

secured from land, has shifted mosHy to hard money. Convcrsely, at present the needs 

and aspirations of the people cross the boundaries of village. This tren cl leads to gradual 

shift orthe vi ll age from lesser use of money to increased paper money. This monetiza ti on 

of the domestic affairs was also deliberated by one of the ciders from i\4ohla Kllllrcl. lie 

44 The Dutt family has been repeatedly asking the Chaudhry to sell some of his land to them at the pr i c(~ of 
his discretion, but Chaudhry is not interested in selling land to the Dutt family due to the social capi tal also 
being transferred with the land. 
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was of the view that there are stTuctural reasons of increased use of money as a soun:c oJ' 

mutual dealings and interdependence, because people mainly usc monty now c\ en <It 

the ir social activi ti es like marriages (neol1dl'll, !(fag and vchi etc.) child bi rth or death 

anniversaries. POI' example, now even a child birth is burden upon the fami ly o r child 

because everything is measured in rupees now. This use of money is transcending HII 

earlier forms of social dealings which involved active participation by all biradl)1 

members, relatives and village feLlows. As 110W there is increasing trend or arranging 

these activities at marriage halls and restaurants with the use of money. so sole reliance 

upon land is naturally weekend. 

This above given picture leaves liS on the one hand with significance of land. 

while role of land as only factor to provide basis of social status is contradicted by Ihe 

village itself. There is increasing pressure upon the village in terms of expanding needs 

and shrinking importance of land for economic re liance. This is corroborated by the facl 

that most ly people arc concerned about f'i nding alternative sources to general!: 

propOlt iollai revenue to meet thei r expected level of performance in sociela l dealings. 

Thus, loday's Mohla is not relying solely upon land for its dynamics of social status, bur 

alternative sources mainly determine one's social status. 

4.4 Education and Social Status 

Contemporary setup of the vi llage is mainly defined by the factors, which arc not making 

of the village itse lf. The role of education has already been debated as a factor to cause 

mobili ty in the village at daily level and at permanent basis. The complete role or 

education must also be viewed in its practical contribut ion to the overall village economy 
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and socio-cultu ral context. There seems to be a close re lationsh ip bctwCL:11 role or 

educ2.ticr:. :J.r:.d the determination of one's socia: position in. BvUJdit:li i~ ljuik Idt:vi.lI1l : 

"The barriers creafed by d(fferences in schooling are vel)1 sllarply de/incd. 

especially in the modern sector where advancelllent in tile social hierarchy cOllies 

ol1ly by large leaps" (Bollrdiell 1979: 35). 

Moreover, education is also important fac lor in sett ing the trends of soc ial mobili ty as a 

marker of socia l capital. This aspect in somewhat differen t but relevant contextual terms 

has been debated by Vi, who views the role of educat ion as "Social citizenship which 

sees soc ial mobility in terms of recognition : the degree to which ind ividuals arc 

recognized by o thers as being equal partners in the community" (Yi 2008: 9). 

Thus, educat ion makes available many aven ues for those who arc cducatL:u 10 

play their part in diffe rent capacities. These roles may be individuall y motivated or 

collective ly cheri shed for people as individua ls, tabbars and biradries. It has already 

been made clear that Ansari lJiradry is given social recognition (IS a di stillL:l une ror its 

number of educated male members, though now the girl s arc also being educated . 

Likewise, those Jail families who have the ir educated children arc given mon.: 

importance because it gives more opportuniti es to send the educated chi ldren abroad il"no 

good job is found in Pakistan . This leads to more sources fo r earni ng mOlley, which is 

needed more in today's village due to its increas ingly penetrating role in the village lill: . 

Now, the education is considered important not only for individuals bu t al so fo r whole of 

the families and eventually for biradries as a whole. 
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Today's MoMa presents many such cases, where the educated people \\ho 

managed to find gnod jobs or were lucky enough to go themselves or to send broth\: r nr 

cousins (mainly in patrilineal line) abroad, enjoy more social recognition. For installl:c, 

the CIUllIdlllY of the village, who owns most of the land in all nea rby villages_ often ask 

an advocate from nai fam il y to help him in his matters related with courts or government 

o ffices. The referred advocate once shared with the researcher that CllOlldlllJI Pern.::: 

came to his chamber and requested him to help him fb I' fill ing his f~lrlll s to appl y for the 

local bodies' elections. He also referred to the recent noods when challdhlJI requested 

him to intercede to the lehsildar on the chaudhry 's part to save his land li·om inundation. 

Moreover, there are two doctors in the village belonging to j illaha and 1II11.\"(/lli 

fami lies. They are al so respected among the village fellows due 10 the everyday 

encounter with them. A relevant theme of the socio-economic dimension o f th is ehallgc 

in the village was also propagated by an elderl y warraich bazurg, who opincd thaI today 

zalllindars find it difficult to compete with the kalllmis because they did not focll s on 

education and thi s has resulted in such a situation when son o f carpenter beealll l.: an 

expert construction contractor, the .Iatt became labourer. He gave example of one .Jail 

family who are left with no land and they have to work as labourer at daily wages or as a 

loader of sand at the river. This feeli ng is gelling crysta lli zed with the every passing day 

because thi s trend is itse lf becoming competition among the village people. Thi s 

competition is not only about sending children to school, rather it is about who pays how 

much fees, where does one educate his/her children ctc. This Irend is now increasing 

among the girls al so because it is important for their future as a matching part ner to the 

preferred partner who is likely to be educated one due to this increasing trend. At prcscnL 
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education has become important factor to decide abollt one 's social status and it is 

becoming more and more important with the passage o f lime. The education is li kely to 

become one of the most defining element for social staniS in the village. 

4.5 Marriage Patterns and Social Status 

Marriage is an important institution of human society. Besides regulating sexual conduct 

mId reproduction, there are many social responsibi lities and roles which directly come 

with the institution of marriage. The close ana lysis of the vi llage itself suggests Lim! 

marriage is one of the most important decisions not only for the parents but <lisa fo r thl! 

extended kin group and Biradly. There is an overall cbange in the socio-cultural context 

in the village, which has already caused some changing trends in the marriage patterns. 

This change may be conceptualised as a manifestation of the much deeper underly ing 

currents in lhe society. An interesting aspect in this regard mllst be a sensitivity to sec thl! 

change not separate from the broader context of the village, but as a phcnomenon which 

is also in continuity with the traditional sense prevailing in the village. 

Marriage is one of the most crucial decisions for the fam ily as i.l whole and 

specifically for the parents, because it entails the future perspectives for the marriage 

partners and the family as welL This leads to the sense of birct(liy itself because making 

new relatives is not only concern for the immediate family but it al so ex tends to those 

who have already bcen connected with the family. This was also reflected upon by a m: ur 

the elder male members of cheema family of Mahla Khurd thalmarriage is important for 

all of the relatives and the concerned family because it means YOlL are sharing yO ll !' 

bloodline with the one to whom you are engaging in relationship tbrou 
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Another important concern was shared with the researcher by 11 female member or the 

Wal'raich family. who w~s of the view that select ing new relati .... es :0 conncct th!l)ugli 

marriage ties is of prime importance because they are those people with whom one has to 

share even the space of house because "bela ya beti k slIsra! se parda 10 nae kia ja skw " 

(the in-laws of son or daughter cannot be ve iled). 

These are some of the concerns which resonated in the vi llage for its SOCIO

cultural sphere and these provide fruit to think about the importance attached \0 the 

marriage in the village according to the perception and prioriti es of the people. 1\ is an 

agreed percept ion among the elder people of the vi ll age that at ea rli er times their paren ts 

had the authority to decide abou t their marriage partners, I-Iaji S'iddiqlle Allsari shared 

with the researcher that the people who belong to his category o f age will hardly be able 

to accept that anyone of them had been ta lking to his would-he-wife before marriage. , 

Moreover, most of the marriages were arranged preFerably within the close relatives and 

if no! among close relatives then there must be strong enough reason to get married 

outside the relatives. This practice it self was symbol o f mutual status and honour f{l r 

whole of the family if the family could manage its marriages wi th in famil y or its 

extended fa I'm of incorporating more close relatives. For example, family or Buho 

Bahadar Wal'raich, who are known as Hassall kay, enjoys good social re(.;ognitioll 

because they have managed their marriage affairs with in their family, Thc famil y is giV('; l1 

respect because three elder members of the fam ily dec ide about the marriages of even 

thei r grand-chi ldren and those decisions have never been turned down by any or (he 

family members. 
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These earl ier practices and their logic in the broader context of vill age ha w 

started changing or at least becoming manifested tlu-ougb contemporary decisive factors 

about marriages. Those logics alld reasons seem to be in transition, which used HI be 

important factor for deciding about the marriage. There are some factors at prcsl.:L11. 

which have become important consideration fo r tlle people due to the changing socio-

cultural context of the viUage. For example, Salman Aabid (Muslim sheikh) was or the 

view that he marri ed his sister to hi s cousin (father' S sister 's son), because the boy works 

in Istanbul , Turkey and the fam il y has good h,Ouse and maal moveshi (animals). So. it was , 

a decision of mutual conveniel;~e lo r both' families to marry within the fam il y. This case 

is important to understand the present sense of terms for arranging a marri age because the 

sense conveyed through the stated case highlights some pre-conditions lor the-marri agi..:. 

These changes are more crystallized when it is scen e ither in 11.: 1"111 5 of thl.: pL:\JP ' ~ 

who see themselves as zamindars or non-zamindars. For zamindal's. the bride lor brother 

or son has to qualify not only in terms of education, but she also must be of zamilUlar 

descent. A jail a lways marries in a jaN fam ily because accord ing to alread y quoted 

saying, only this will ensure a purejalf. Moreover, this sense of caste is so intemalizcd by 

the people that even those fami lies who have changed their caste in the village. would 

marry within the ir own traditional caste. For example, a nai who has become advocate 

and is known as chohan. did not marry in his relatives due 10 his improved soc i,,1 status. 

but married in a nai family of Kharian. This trend of endogamy even among the 1\(1111111; 

fam ilies has been analysed by Usman and Amjad: 

"all of the Kammi respondents in the presen' research stressed ,hal they 1/10/'1)' 

only in (heir occupational ljlloms by parentage e.g. barbers within barbers. Of' 
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carpenters within carpenters. Rejecting the idea of lIIany ing olltside Ilteir 

O""I /p"rlo/'a ' g/'o'/~" 'Us/,'"" ","/A .. ·; ~A "0'3- 3 " ) ....... ~. . •• . I~ I .~ ••••• ~. "~ .. u... • . ..,.J. 

Importantly, despite the changes in decisive factors, the trend o r endogamy remains 

preferred in the changing socio-economic milieu of the village. This shows that presently 

perceived and understood sense of social status is playing important role in the villag.:. 

but thi s change is not complete disruption of the earli cr traditional set-up o f the village. 

At present, the socially approved standard as a successful marriage partner has 

alternated with contemporary means of social status. These means in Mohla ' s case may 

be education , source of earning as determining onc's social posit ion or nature of job in 

government sector or private. The earlier position of land as a dominant factor has 

al ready been di scussed in detail , but today land remains symbolically more important 

than its economic significance except a couple of families who own larger land holdi ngs . 

So, now as the sources of social status have been changed, so are its cha llenges and 

demands from the parents, family and biradry to dec ide about the marriage options. 

These marriage challenges tend to vary with the decision either about son's marriage or 

for the daughter. 

4.6 Analysing Change in Social Status 

There is need to see the vi llage in its changing dynamics instead of focliss ing on ri gid 

interpretation o f static nature of structures. So, the earli er understanding of Ihl..: 

positioning of individua ls as proposed by Giddens can be understood through his idea 

about social structure, which includes two elements " the patterning o f interaction·· and 

"the continuity of interaction in time" (Giddens 1979: 62). Giddens ideas about the 
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continuity of interaction and the patterning of interaction can lead to better understanding 

of the 'structures' and the ~ gent 's ability 'to h.:!ve ::.ctcd othcm'isc '. The idcd vr tlH .. : 

patterning of interact ion through continuity of interaction in time, has proved true in the 

village, where the above given rererences present the ada ptab il ity in purely traditional 

and indigenolls features of social system like role of land in the village life and the social 

significance of biradlJI. 

It may be oddly narrow and rigid to start everything in the village with the 

importance of land, but land st ill remains important f'or imagining lire in the village. 

However, despite all importance of land in the tradi tional village set up, its present 

economic relevance has contracted. Today's concept ion of izzal, glwiral and 

challdhrahat in the vi llage tend to revolve around the graduall y evolving dctermi nants. 

These changing determinants signify change in structural components of society ill its 

changing socio-cultural context. This makes Giddens ideas directl y relevant about 

'patterni ng of interaction in the conti nuity of interaction'. This possi bility in changing 

structures gives more space to the agency because the determined position 01" s t rLlctllr~s 

as propagated by Bourdieu in hi s concept of ' habitus,45 leaves vcry little space for 

understanding the changing village li fe. Therefore, Bourdieu' s understanding about the 

"durable, transposable di spositions" seem difficult to " function as structuring structun:s" 

(Bourdieu 1990: 53) .. Importantly, Giddens is more relevant to locale the ex istence o f" 

structures in Inunlal interplay with agency. This change in the village is self-cvidcnt. 

45 "The conditionings associated with a particular class of conditions of existence produce hilbi\u s, 
systems of durable, transposable dispositions, structured structures predisposed to function as 
structuring structures, that is, as pr inciples which generate and organize practi ces and rep resentations 
that can be objectively adapted to their outcomes wi thout presupposing a conscious aiming at ends or an 
express mastery of the operations necessary in order to attain them" (Bourdieu 1990: 53 ) 
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For example, the increased mobility results in broader socio-cultu ral change in til ..: 

village dl1c 10 interaction of incoming cultural traits \-vith the peoplc besides the tinancial 

changes caused with inflow of the money. Elliot ct, al have also analysed the cultural 

impact: 

"1n a time 0/ increasing transnational .floll's oj clilfure, people. alld capital, 

"home" has become a border/and where cllilural fradilions, vailles, and ways ({ 

I{fe come logether, clash, meld. and are transfigured ·' (Elliall el,al 2007: 2). 

These contemporary changes are not di sconnected with the traditiOll~ll somccs il l 

the vi llage but their current position and forms are at least new for the village. Il is 

interesting to note that there is a competition mainly in terms of mOlley, its symbols, 

influence and authority gained and practiced with the help of it. As I<lnd docs 110t remain 

only source of earning money, there is a competition in the alternative sources as wc.:ll. 

Who manages to go to which country, how much one manages to earn, which job is 

important in terms of social capital, whose chi ldren are studying in English medium 

schools with more fees and whose cbildren are studying at Lahore or Is lamabad. arc 

mainly nature of the sense which play its role in social status. These questions themselves 

speak for the nature of competition in the village. These interests themselves suggest thnl 

the mainstay of social status has also shifted from traditional sensibi li ty of slruclllrcs to 

newer forms of the structures themselves. 

As the numerical strength has given way to one's access into corridors of 

authority and manipulation, this subsequently undermines the worth of biracby as a fo rce. 

The bl/II family represented at village by Aurangzeb BlIII , is considered important playe r 

in political, social and legal affairs of the village despite the fact that they do ,,-,om a Ie . ., 
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land in the village or a larger BUll birad,J' li ke that of .Jail biradry. This pos it ion or lh~ 

bUll {(unify is main ly due In their source of earn ing fre m abroad as fi ve bhJI\1l::r3 aI~ 

work ing abroad (Ireland), whi le those who arc at Moh/a, work as transportcr. land 

culti vation on rent etc. It is interesting to note that despi te absence o f primary mean of 

land ownership or having support of biradry as an effecti ve fo rce, the bllll hunily 

managed to raise their socia l status. This is a newer but increasingly growing spectaclc 

about socia l status with its changing manifestations and determining factors. 

Education is another important factor for causing change in the sense o r social 

status. Those who are educated are more likely get ajob or to go abroad and carn morc as 

compared to the uneducated or less educated ones. This source o f earning itself is 

important besides its importance in monetary terms. Government job is Ii I's! priori l) or 

the people because it is permanent and better introduction as compared to pri va tc job. 

Government job al so wields more authority and inroads to other government offices. One 

important dimension to be taken in the contex t of the vi ll age itse lf is provision of 

alternative sources available to people except relying on business, remiltances or jobs 

secured on the basis of education. 

There are some other significant actors as well. which highlight the irnporlam:c of 

other sources li ke biradly or patronage in the form of social cap ita l. There arc m<l1l)' 

people from Mohla kalaan, who go to ClwudlllY A/zeli Sall/man's dera bccausc hc is 

given importance in the regional political set up due to hi s close association with 

Challdheries of Gujrar (CIUllldhIY Pervez Elahi, ClwudhlJI Shujaal and their family 

members) . ChalldlllY Afzal does not own large landholdings but he re lics on his earnings 

from his business of sand and upon the remittances from his brother and nephews sett led 
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in Saudi Arab ia. He also remained once Union COllncil Nazim and is expected to contcst 

elections aga in whenever held. 

To conclude, the village can be understood through two following diagrams from 

historical point of view and in its contemporary form. 

The fo llowing diagram shows the tratiitiollallloll-porolls social bOlll1(lm/ 6. 

,. 

Non-Porous Social Boundary 

The above given diagram tries to highlight the interdependence of main three actors with 

the main focus on land ownership as the diagram itse lf depicts. The second most 

important element in this troika seems to be biradry system and mainly these both factors 

defined the social status of afraad, tabbars or birad,y. As the diagram has given more 

46 The main idea for these both diagrams is credited to Dr. Arif Mehmood (National Institute of Pakistan 
Studies). 
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space to land ownership, it shows that the bira(hy as a force was also important in it self 

but it primarily depelldt:d upun land [or iis significance as a sociai force. The hl/'ad!'Y 

itself was mainly given importance on the basis of land ownership, At earlicr times. the 

main social division among the people was on the bas is of land ownership, which placed 

one group as zamindars and the other as kammis, This setup remai ned inlact ror longer 

span of time because the forces, which cause change now were not so pronounced al Ihat 

moment. Moreover, the present picture of the vil1age may be diagrammatically presented 

as follows, 
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The above given diagram shows that at present the role and inOuenec of the traditional 

sources has been largely compromised with the newly emcrgent factors like remittances, 

educat ion, jobs or bus iness. Another important feature is the negotiat ion be tween the 

factors which is depicted by the diagram through two way of relationship o f bil'(l{liy 

system and land ownership with social status. This relat ionship has become two \\ay 

because now the land ownership and bircuby system are not the on ly fac tors which 

complete ly define socia l status, rather it has become more varied. This variation now 

mainly depends upon remittances, jobs, educat ion and business because these l~lctors an: 

becoming increasingly dominant instead of traditional sources of in Oucncc in the vil lage. 

Now, the newly defined sense of social status has also deep inOuencc on thc patterns or 

land ownership or upon the biradlY system as a soc ia l force. In Mohla's C'ISC, the hllff 

fami ly who has good amount of remittances from their brothers working abroad an; 

looking fo r some land near the village besides some small tract of land they have bought 

0 11 the other side of the river Chenab. This is a marked departure from the earlier practkc 

in the village when the za111indol' families did not like the transfer of land to the nOll

z(ll//indar fam ilies. This host ility is sti ll there bu t the earl ier intensi ty and strength of' 

these patterns seems to be slowing in the wake of reconsti tuted sources of social status. 

This shows that the conception of izzal, ghairat and challdhal' arc not only be ing 

renegotiated between those who were earl ier at the lower level of society but it is al so in 

transition among the za1l1 indar families as well. The conven tional sources and their 

effect iveness in the vi llage has changed and thi s dependence is fur ther getting divers!.! in 

terms of reliance upon constituting factors. Practica ll y, there is no morc a single hc:,d or 
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challdhlY in the village who runs, mediates or oversees the amlirs of the vi llage as a 

represent Mive of the whole vi!bge, i.!thcr this domain or alli hv i ity ha:. OCl:ume more 

diverse and scattered in differen t hands. 
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C hapter No 5. Conclusion 

The speed of time and penetration of distant modes and sources, which bri ng change ill 

domestic setup of the vi llage have been signi ri cant part of the whole di scli ss ion. The 

above given picture suggests that the village is changing in a ll its important dynamics 

either they be land ownershi p, bil'ad,y system or the social status. This change itself 

suggests that the composition of 'structures' itse lf is bei ng redrawn in in terplay wi th the 

agent's agency. The earl ier vill age was different in its relat ionship with land as a source 

of economic dependence and its significance fo r the people to be categorize as either 

zomindars or kammis acted in the vi ll age different ly. So, the land ownership was tak cl~ as 

a structure which de fi ned the extent of one's agency. So, the classifications of' people 

were themselves so internal ized and reinforced by the pcople that the hierarchi cal setup 

of the village was a result of all these social processes. 

At Mohfa, the main determinants of one's posi tion were mai nly ascribed on Ihe 

basis ofl and ownership or belonging to the specific caste or bil'm"y. It was vital 10 110te 

in the vi ll age that the hi stori cal sense of people about their past as indi viduals or f'amili cs 

was mai nly shaped by their relationship with land. The over-riding imporlancc or land ;n 

the vi ll age was a direct result of less rel iance of' the people upon a ltcrnati vl.: sources 

which are ava ilable today. There was more homogenous vi ll age setup in tcrms o f' 

economic reliance upon land and the consequen t con fi guration of'thc socicty as compmcci 

w ith that of today. So, at earlier times, when the competition was not abo ut so much 
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scattered but scarce resources, is now in different posit ion due to the 1l111lti~dil1lensi()naj 

reasons, which replace the primary position of land. BOUl'd ieu's UlItkrstanding or 

individual efforts and scarcity of resources seems relevant: 

"The relationship of (o~jecfive (fnc// or subjective) competition between hilllselj 

and the other possessors oj capital competing for the sallie guods. in wllidl 

scarcity-and through it social value-is generated " (Bow'die/( 1986: -19), 

Present sense of the village may be made more appropriately by taking village 

society at earlier times as comparat ively non-porous or marc closed as compared with 

porous or open village society of today as proposed through diagrams in the last chapter. 

At earlier times, the speed of change was markedly slower, due to the less inflow or the 

forces and means which have caused the contemporary change, This is the reason, which 

leads to the earlier notion about vi llage societies in particular as "a living thing .. . a 

system", with "a well-de fi ned separate entity and an individual qua lity (Tinker 1959: 55). 

Moreover, there were also some socially devised arrangements likt: seyp. whiL:h 

divided the society on the basis of land. As long as people remained attached with land as 

only source, those who did not own land, depended upon those who owned it. This gave 

birth to the specialization of diffe rent poss ible works in the village which could ensure 

the working capac ity of this mutua l relationship between zamindar and kOIJlIlli. This is 

clearly refl ected through the contemporary Mohlo as well. Besides zomindar ramilies. 

there is almost complete presence of kammi or art isan castes. Though the social 

arrangement of seyp does not practically operate, but the oral history has not still 

fo rgotten those days. 
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Al present, society of the village is selfMcvident about the innucncc and Ihl.: 

penetration of various forces. which have diversified the shape::. ur change. Those sources 

and means, which bring change in the vi llage have already caused a transition in the 

society. This transition is itse lf in multip le forms as arc the agents of change. Tlw!';c 

agents of change cannot be categori sed in their forms as purely fall ing in economic. 

socia l or cultural sphere. Importantl y, there is need to understand these processes as intc rM 

dependent and complementary to each other. With the decrease in the val ue of land 

ownership as a source of social status, the diversification in the lorm of new sources has 

brought the village community under the influence of mul tiple actors. Thcse diverse 

fo rms o f economic, social and symbolic capita l, show the inadcquacy of exist ing 

understanding of ' structures' in the village. So, the earlier village society, wh ich was 

comparatively closer one has become open and porOlls under the impact of new actors. 

These actors can be main ly out lined in relationship wi th contemporary p<lHCrns. which 

• 
are nOlmaking of the village itselfbu( they make a large diffe rence in the village li fe. 

At biradlY level, biradry as a fo rce seems to face challenges frolll shrinking 

interest of the birad/y wale, because biradry has lost its practical needs for the people to 

remain dependent upon it. People always remembered the role of biradry as a force due 

to the needs fu lfi ll ed at earli er time by the biro(by force. However, at presen t thosc nc\:ds 

have been lost to modern means and form s to arrange the events, ac ti vi ties and solution 

of conflicts etc., which used to be under the purview of biN/dry. Furthermore. the Irend 

of interMl11arriage also seems to weaken wi th the passage of lime because the choice or 

bride or bridegroom has a lready started depending upon the factors which may nOI be in 

the control of the bil'adlY itself. As the marri ages tend to slide away from the domain of 
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bira(hy, so it would naturally lead to the erosion of birachy 's posi tion as a fo rce. Bcsidl:s 

marriage, the symbolic power of biradry in relation with bnd os :=omiudw j~ also ii kdy 

to face more pressure in given diverse options which are replacing the central position or 

land. So, like land ownership, biradry system also seems to be replaced by newly 

const ituted and negotiating not ions of changing castc or diverse prokssional opt ions. 

It can be said that un like earl ier, one side flow of the in n uence of land and 

Biradry, now the fl ow is two way and the Birachy and land ownership are al so influenced 

by the social status in the village. If one manages to accumulate enough social capital on 

the basis of remittances, job or a good running business, it is likely thnt it may lead 

him/her to own land or even to redefine the caste. This has happened sometimes among, 

the village (kammi) castes, when the improved social status has led to shi ft the casle to 

that of a higher status caste (zamindar). Important ly, one aspect, which meri ts attention is 

the fact that despite change of one's caste, there is no complete dc parlllrc from the 

practi cal socia l attachment or pos ition in respect of the profess ional easte'17
. So. thc 

boundaries of the village are becoming increasingly blurred and bei ng readjusted 

according to new patterns of socio-cuituralmobility oflhe people upon the ladder. 

Theoretically speaking, slructures need to be seen in their lasti ng or organized 

form, which can practically hinder or constrain the social , economic or cultural 

independent play of the agency. As it has already been made clear that structures do not 

exist as structures there is need to sec the social practices in the light of Gidckns n.:k,·anl 

idea about institutionali zed form of structures. Giddens proposes: 

.47 'The professional caste' is proposed to be taken as the natural ca tegorization among most of the villar,e 
people. Moreover, Kommi castes st ill prefer to marry in their own caste thc presumed 'natural ' onc 
instead of reaffirming the one to which the tobbor has shifted. 
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"We can analyse how 'deeply layered' stl'lIclUl'es are in terms of historical 

duration of Ihe PI'l7Clices Ihq recursivezy orgamse, and the spaNal hreadlh of 

those practices: how wide,\pread they are across a range 0/ interactions. '/he 

most deeply layered practices consliflllille 0/ social systems in each of fli est' 

senses are insfitllfions"s" (Giddens 1979: 65), 

Tlus lUliSt be seen in the light of presented data. which highlights transi tion in all 

important social practices in the village to the changing social institu tions like se),I'. 

marriage patterns and multipolarity of determinant's of social status. This transition in 

most of the important sociaJ practices and institutions can not be understood in the light 

of Bourd ieu's 'habitus as "systems of durable, transposable disposi tions, Si ruct lll"l.:d 

structures predisposed to function as structuring structures" (BourdiclI 1990: 53). 

Furthermore, Bourdieu 's understanding or the 'social order' is also problematic ill the 

light of data at hand. Bourdieu proposes "Social order is fi rst o r all a rhythm, a temp\). 

Conforming to the social order is primari ly a matter of' respecting rhytl llTIS"o\9 (Bourdicu 

1979: 27-28). So, the village is ill the process of transition and needs 10 be understood in 

the light of more dynamic and vibrant models as one proposed by Giddens unl ike the olle 

advanced by Bourdieu to take social order as a 'rhythm' to show ' respccllO rhythm '. An 

important distinction between Bourdieu's ' habitus' and Giddens " leadi ng theorem or 

structuration" is "every social actor knows a great deal about conditions of reproduction 

48 Giddens (1986) idea about t he structural composi tion of institutions can be understood in reliltion with 
his understanding of "agency" an actor must have, He advances his Idea "'Power relations a(e always two 
way: that Is to say, however subordinate an actor may be in a social relationship, the very fact of 
involvement in the relationship gives him or her a certain amount of power over the other" (Gidden s 
1979,6 ). 
49 Bourdleu (1979) extends his understanding of the social ord er to the group or collective sphere as well 
"Belonging to the group means behaving in the same way al the same time of the day and YCClr as the 
other members of the group" {Bourdieu 1979: 28}. This is important reason, which renders Bourdieu to 
some e)( tent irrelevant with the main argument of the study about the social change in the vi ll ilee life. 
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of the society of which he or she is member " (Giddens 1979: 5). Despite some 

reservations about undue ascendance or the I.;oncept of agency, Giddens remains marc 

relevant to see the social transition in the village. 

S. l Envisioning Future Prospects 

It is not an easy task for a researcher to predict the atlinlde of indiv iduals or to predict the 

pattern of social change, due to the nature of society itself. This has also been advocated 

by Anthony Giddens in the introduction of his one of famous books as main problem to 

define this relationship between society and its possible different interpretations. Giddens 

argues "Socio logy is by its very nature controversial" (Giddens 1984: xii v, introduclion). 

However, the author feels emboldened due to research experience and first hand 

information about the village to understand some of the causes which may shape future 

course of action of different actors and forces in the village. 

The changing dynamics and their speed in the given socio~cultural cum econoillic 

milieu of the vi llage lends cn;::c.lt:nce to certain trends. The diversity of changing 

mechanisms and their resultant forms are strong enough to mark a more robust shi t"t in 

the influence of the primary factors. These primary factors like land ownership and 

biradlY system, as studied can not assume central position in the village li fe in coming 

times. Land ownership still remains cherished among all the village people as fami lies, 

but the shrinking size of it does not allow its ownership across the society. Furthermore, 

the ownership, if renogtiated from zamindars to nOIl-zamindars would not be anymore 

related with its traditional symbols of status and prestige in the vi llagc Ii rc. It is expected 

and mutually agreed perception among the village people that land does not remain 

significant for agricultural purposes due to its very size, but it has already started 
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assuming commercial value . This commercialization, itself cloes not advance the symbols 

of village Hsell li ke earher sense of the village. I' or example, there may be no \\t;li

defined relationship among the people merely on the basis of land ownership as ;:alll idar 

and kammi. So, commercialization of the land is on the rise and is expect cd to takc its 

shape more rap idly within coming decade. This eommereiali7..at ion wi ll al so sharpen the 

process of urbanization of the life style in the vi llage, which is already marked and 

preferred way among the youth o f the vi llage. 

This increasing reliance upon money and diversificat ion of professional options 

itself has important ro le to play in social structure of the village. I\ s the monet ized sphere 

seems to transcend boundaries o f birad,y, there arc no prospccts of tradition to remain 

long- lasting. The increased monetization has a lready divested biradlJI of it s many 

functions and it seems to accelerate in the com ing days . These pract ices would become 

clearer with the passage of time through the marriage partner's selecti ons and the rol e 

education is likely to play for defini ng social status in the village. Education and 

remittances are two main elements in determining a family 's soc ia l status in the village. 

Over the time, these both contri butors are likely to play the defining role, which may 

crisscross the social, economic and symbolic boundaries of the village. 
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Glossary 

Endogamous group. Patrilineage. 

Bella A long stretch of sand in the river surrounded by waleI' from all 

Sides. Flood plain. 

Baithak A separate room or house especially des igned and maintained to 

host guests. 

Chllllh A tradition in which the family of bridegroom used to give 

Money to the father, uncle or brother o f the bride to be 

distributed among the kanunis cffamily and the next 

bridegroom was expected to pay more than the amount paid by 

the earl ier bride. 

Dera Men guest house. 

Gharolli A religious tradition to pay homage to the saint by fetching a 

pitcher and then bringing that pitcher to the mausoleum c rthe 

saint in a procession. 

Goth Sub-caste. 
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Jackli pllsh'i Belonging to paternal ancestors. 

llamsaya/gawaanrlhi Neighbulil. 

Kammi The professional caste working in the vil lage as a permanent 

Feature. 

Khal/ The Inag paid to kammis, considered as more important. 

Laag The material either in money or in kind paid to kammi as a 

Payment of services at specia l events. 

Maachhi A profess ion in the village, who was supposed to provide the 

wood and water to the households, wi th whom they were on 

seyp. 

Mam-101 A religiolls custom when a sacrifice or distribution or food is 

practiced to thank a sa int in return o r the fulfilled wish. 

Mochi Cobbler 

Nanki dheri Inherited land share from mother 's inheritance 

Obaddlghair Non-relat ive 

Pil7d Village 

Peke House of the father and brothers 

Susraf The in- laws 
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Rishtaydar Relatives 

Rakh rakhao Mutual dea li ngs in the society based upon reciprocity 

Shaamlal Village common land. 

Seyp Formal practice of exchange of professional services betwecn 

zamindars and kammis or among kammis. 

Qawwali One type of traditional sufi music. 

Tabbarl/cumba Household. 

U's/mela Annual anniversary of saint. 

VarIan bhanji Exchange of gift and networking of social relations based 

upon ' Reciprocity' 

Vehi A register to keep an account of money given or recei ved or 

ceremonial occasions. 

Viratsat Inheritance 

Vangaar Collective labour 

Zamindar One who owns land 
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