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CHARTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Educat ion is the primary source to shape the attitudes of individuals. It equ ips the people 

with signi ficant knowledge and skills to effectively handle and grapple with various 

challenges of li fe. Education enables people to resolve problems and contlicts by 

generating conditions that engender peace and development. Education is a source of 

peace and progress, because it promotes haml0ny and tranqui lit y. The role of education in 

development of peace is an undisputable fact. It brings about a positi ve change in the 

attitudes and behaviours of people. Peace and progress are the ult imate results of effecti ve 

education. Individuals get awareness about their roles and responsibilit ies through 

education and traini ng. They find mutually interact ive opportunities of learning new 

behaviours and acquiring new knowledge. This helps them to co-exist peacefully with 

others and \0 work for susti:linable peace and development of their societies. 

A great educationist of the Province, Qaiyum Khan asserts, Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum was the fi rst to rea lize that without education the Pathan would be nowhere in a 

world fast moving ahead I. The Pathan of North-West Fron ti er Province has ever remained 

backward due to thei r cUllselVatism, stubbornness, and religious dogmatism. Moreover, 

they had always resisled foreign domination and never submitted 10 drive benefi ts out of 

i{ The people of North-West Front ier Province were deprived as shares in fo rtune of 

India and the process of their absorption in the Indian cosmos remained slow. Instead of 

progress they were retrogressing towards backwardness. Their already pitiable economic 

position was ful1h er aggravated by the various government expeditions and would have 

soon fallen in abyss of ignorance and non-entity, had Abdul Qaiyu111 not came forward as 

their savior. 

Sir Nawab Bahadur Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Kllan belonged to 3 well known 

religious family of Topi , a vi llage on the right bank of ri ver Indus in Swabi, N.W. F.P. 

1 Qaiyum, Abdul. Gold and Guns on the Pathan Frontier. Hind Kitabs Publishers : Bombay, 1945. p.22 

2 Ahmed, Shakee1. Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, life and Work. A published Ph .D Dissertation, Area Study 
Centre, University of Peshawar, 1989. p.86 
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Although the Sahi bzada family has been pennanent resident of the village Topi for many 

generat ions however they were not of the native Mandanr Youasfza i stock but wcre 

Path an of royal Lodhi familyJ, 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was born in 1280 A. H., ( 1863-64) but ex tant offi cial 

documents indirectly indicate 12. 12. 1964 as being his date of birth. His father Abdul Rauf 

died when he was nine years of age. His maternal uncle who was a teacher by profession 

looked after him . He got hi s early education in Madrasa. He passed his Vernacular 

Examination in 1880 from Municipal Middle School Peshawar. Later with the assistance 

of Christian Missionary, Reverend Hughes and Clarke he got admission III Edward 

Mission High School and passed his Middle School Examinat ions in 1883. In 1885 he 

passed the Entrance Examinations both from the Punjab and Calcutta University. After 

quali fyi ng the examination ofNaib-Tehsi ldar, he joined the Govellll11Cnt service in 1886 

but due to non-availab ility of post, joined the office of the Commissioner as reader. 

During his government service he also selved on lien as member of Durand Line 

demarcation commissions in Mohmand, Kun'am and Asmar regions. He also served as 

Assistant Political Offi cer from 191 7 to his retirement in 19 19. In reward of his services 

he was awarded various titles by the Brit ish Government. 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum is known for two great services whi ch he rendered 

for the people of his Province, one is promotion of education and the other is gett ing 

constitutional refonus for his Province. He reali zed that education alone could bless his 

people with freedom from foreign domination and dependence. He was fu lly aware of the 

fact that without acquiring modem education the people of Frontier Province could not 

progress. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum educational services started when he, along wi th Qazi 

Abdul Ghani ass isted Roos-Keppel in writing a Pashto manual of grammar in 1898. 

He rendered for his people, the everl asting services of establishing the Darul­

Ululll Islamia Sarhad in 19 13 which latter known as Islami a College. In Islamia College 

beside religious education, modern Western education was imparted to the young, He was 

the li fe time Honorary Secretary of Islamia College. Sahibzada Abd ul Qaiyum had great 

! Ibid, p.l. 
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love and interest in Islamia College, which he used to visit in his car al most every day, or 

as often as he could manage the spare time for doing so. He knew most of the students by 

name, which had great love and respect for him. The studentsb always felt as if al home in 

the company ofSahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. 

The establi shment of Islamia College Peshawar was an achievement for w hich he is 

rightly called as "Sir Syed of Frontier". He was a strong believer of real education which 

adds some knowledge to the existing one in the form of conduct ing research. According 

to him " real value of education lay in that, it brings and the refinement is grant to hidden 

talents" . To him, just getting dCb'TCeS is alternative of surface knowledge. He was a 

strong believer of all kind of learning whether it 's Agriculture, Technical or Industrial. In 

his political carrier he stmggled for the uprising of standard of educat ion by demanding 

morc grant to Islamia College, establishing new schools and appointing tcachers etc. In 

connection with his services for the cause of education his Ii fe span is comprised of four 

periods namely, government service (1887- 1919), non-official nominated member from 

N.W.F.P. in Indian Legislative Assembly (1924-32), minister of Transferred Departments 

in N0I1h-West Frontier Legislative Council (1932- 1937) and as Chief Minister of 

N.W.F.P. (April 1937 to September 1937). He not only sbllggle for promotion of 

t:tlucation in frontier Province through debates, arguments and resolutions in these 

HOllses but his Historica l Address in All India Muhammadan Education Conference, 

Aligarh is a master piece of his views about the promotion of knowledge of 

contemporary subjects and of true spirit of education. 

1.I STATEMENT OFTHE PROBLEM 

The central question of study is what role had been played by Sir Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum for the promotion of education. So far no comprehensive study exists of this 

particular aspect ofSahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. This study will bridge this gap. 

1.2 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Li terature review discusses published and unpublished in fOlmation on a particular 

subject area within a certain time period. By and large, it is an extensive fact finding 

exercise that highlights the main findings of similar and relevant which have been 



4 

completed by the researchers in the past. Much has been written on the personality and 

physique of Sahibzada Abdul Qai yull1 , family background from which he nourished the 

services he had rendered as govemment servant and his post retirement politica l acti vities 

and other services till hi s demise in 1937. All the researchers and writers mainly 

emphasized on the one or other aspect ofSahibzada Abdul Qaiyul11 in their works. All the 

existing studies focused on the political achievements of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum in the 

fann of struggli ng granting r e f0 J111S for North ·West Frontier Province. The said topic has 

caught little attention by the researchers and wri ters and so at present no in.depth study 

exists on thi s particular topic. Shakeei Ahmad in his Ph.D dissertation only allocated a 

chapter about the establishment of Islamia College, Peshawar and broadl y discussed about 

the political and general services perfonned by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. According to 

Shakeel Ahmad, Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was able to convince the Govenllnent 

authoriti es that the idea of the College to be insti tuted primarily for the benefits of 

Pathans coming from the far·o ff recess of the Fronticr4
• Ln 1936 while addressing the 

North·West Frontier Legislative Council about the need of establishment of Peshawar 

University he insisted on that the "real aim of establi shment of a university is not the 

addition of new university in the existing universities of India but the ideology behind it is 

to do arrangements for practi cal syllabi so that the people become the bett cr citi zens of 

Indians. He wanted that education must be impal1ed in the mother tongue and the rest o f 

the languages being learnt just to such an ex tent they facilitate in acquiring knowledge6
. 

As a non-official member of the Indian Legislative Council fTom North·Wesl Frontier 

Province, his main purpose was to present the case of his Province before the House 

covering all matters. In Indian Legislative Assembly, he struggled for the promotion of 

education in his Province. Besides requesting the House fo r considering special gTant to 

Islamia College Peshawar fo r covering its finan cial defi cits, he strongly objected the 

closure of 105 primary schools in N. W.F.p7. He was particularl y aware of the backward 

condi tion of women education and stressed the House fo r providing better education 

~ Ahmad, Abdul Qalyum Life and Work, p.2Sl. 
5 Khan, Mir Abdus Samnd. Loai Pukhloc)II: Sir Syed-i- SClrhad Sa/rib:ada AMId Qun'rllll KIm". (Urdu). Peshnwar: 
Univcrsi ly Book Agency, Peshawar, 1982. p. 325 . 
• Ibid., p.32S. 
1 Indian Legislat ive Assembly Dcbmcs. M~lrch 14. 1924, Vol. IV, No.3 1, Onidal Rcporl, Dclhi. Govcnllllcntal Prcss. 
1924. p. 1752. 
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faci lities for them, so as to help to create balall ce and harmonious environment at home. 

When he was elected as fi rst Chief Ministcr of North-West Frontier Province in 1937, he 

had a vast plan for the development in every fi eld. He had plan for the expansion of 

primary education , curriculum development, and promotion of female, technical, 

Industrial and agricultural educationS, 

All the existing literature mainly emphasized on poli ti cal caiTier of Sabibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum. Likewise in all other books and existing literature on NOl1h-West Frontier and 

region history, little emphasise is given to the educational efforts of Sahihzada Abdul 

Qaiyum . For thi s purpose a full nedg research is needed to hi ghlight the facts in a single 

treati se. Research question addressed in thi s thesis is abou t the ro le of Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum for the promotion of education in N0I1h-West Frontier Province. 

1.3 RESEARCEI METEIODOLOGY 

The study is based on qualitat ive analysis based on historical research covering 

the dynamics and dimensions of role ofSahibzada Abdul Qaiyum towards the promotion 

of education. I have used both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources included 

the archiva l material ill the fonn of speeches and addresses delivered a ll di ffe rent forums 

by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. Indian Legisil'l livc Assembly debates, N0l1h-Wcst Frontier 

Province Legislati ve Council debates and North-West Front ier Province Legislative 

Assembly Debates are the main three forums from which Sahibzada Abdul QaiYUIl1 

struggled for promotion of education as non-officia l nominated member. minister of 

transferred Departments and as Chief Minister of Frontier Province respectively. These 

councils and assembly debates have been used as primary source. Secondary sources are 

included books. Certain institute and Libraries have provided suffi cient material in the 

Conn of primary and secondary data on the topic such as Islamia College, Peshawar 

library, Directorate of Archives and Librati es Peshawar, Provincial Assembly Library, 

N.W.F.P., Peshawar, Hakim Abdus Salam Public Library. Haripur, National 

Documentation Centre (N.D.C.), Islamabad and National Library of Pakistan, lslnmabad 

etc. This thesis has also utili zed articles in illtelllational joulllals and digests. This thesis 

utilized articles and editorials of leading newspapers of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum time 

' Khyber Malt, Peshawar, July 4, 1937. 
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which arc present in Directorate of Archives, Peshawar. This thesis also used the wcbsites 

related to hi storical data on the topic in the Conn of on line access. This thesis cons ists of 

six chapters. Chapter I which is present chapter of the thesis, deals with the general 

introduction about the topic, ex isting literature on the topic, research question , research 

method used and source used for citation of references. Chapter 2 deals with a general 

biography covering fami ly background, shOl1 sketch of his government services and post 

retirement acti vities of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. Chapter 3 deals with the Education 

services o f Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul11 during his active Government services during which 

Islamia College, Peshawar was established. Chapter 4 is related to hi s post-retirement 

activates and his role in Indian Legislative Assembly (1924-32) as non-official nominated 

member to present N.W.F.P. In the year 1925 he presided over the A ll India 

Muhammadan Educational Conference at Aligarh and delivered bis historical address. 

Chapter 5 is related to his role on the subject as Minister of the TransfelTed Departments 

in N.W.F.P. Legislati ve Council ( 1932-36). Last Chapter. chapler 6 is related to his 

educational services as first Chief Minister of N.W.F.P., in N.W.F.P. Legislative 

Assembly (1 937). For refe rences Kate L. Turabian ' s Manual is used. 
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CHAPTER 2 

BIOGRAPHY OF SAHIBZADA ABDUL OAIYUM KHAN 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum KJlan belonged to a well~known religious 

fami ly of Topi , a vi llage on the right bank of the river Indus in Tehsi l Swabi.9 He 

belonged to the Lodhi family. Lodhi were the rulers of Ghar. In the seventh century AD, 

a Taj ik youth Shah Hussain fled to South-East of Ghar due to di sturbance ill the country 

and took refuge with a Pathan named SheikJl Belan. Sheikh Betan was the second SOil of 

Abdur Rashid who probably residing a place between H ilmand and Kandahar. Shah 

Hussain ancestors were from Persia and had embraced Islam some half a century back. 

Sheikh Betan gave his daughter, Bib; Mato, in marriage to Shah Hussain. The Lodhis arc 

from the progeny of this couple. The word Lodhi has its Pashlo ori ginal OOLoae Dey" 

which means ' he is Ihe elder or Ihe greater son '. The Lodhi dynasty was founded by 

Afghan noble named, Behlol Lodhi in 1451 10 which mled over India as fifth Palhan 

Dynasty. Behlol Lodhi was succeeded by Sikandar Lodhi. Sikandar Lodhi was succeeded 

by his son Ibrahim Lodhi who mled over India fi'om 1517 10 1526. 

Zahir-ud din Babar defeated Ibrahim Hussain Lodhi in the battle 

of Panipat in 15 April 1526 .Ibrahim 1.odhi was ki ll ed in a battle. When the princedom 

came in the hands of Mughals the remainder family of Ibrahim Lodhi has to leave India. 

Some of hi s family members migrated to West Afghanistan and settled there. They live 

there for a long time and probably in eleventh century A.D., one of prince whose name is 

not available migrated to Yousafzais area and settled in Topi . Due to his religious 

devotion and abstinence, native people started to call him Sahibzada instead ofShahzada. 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyu111 Khan belonged to this family. Some other people of same 

family are settled in Barg in Tribal area and Tarnao in Hashtnagar. They are also known 

as "Sahibzadagan'o. An earl y and notab le religious figure of the Sahibzada famjly was 

Umar KJlan commonly known as Buzurg Baba. He had finn trust in God and was very 

generous. Every year while seeing the moon of Moharram he used to distribute all hi s 

9 A Urochur~ on "111e D;1nJl-ul-Ulum-i-S;i rh:Jd" (lslami:J Colicgi;1[c School and Islamia Ctl ll eg~ Pcsh;] \\";).r) In TIle 
Mcmory of [he Foundcr SahibZllda Abdul Qaiyum ( 1863- 1937). 1985. p.8. 
IOChillldra. Anj:ma MohtihM. Imlia Condcnsed, 50()0 YCllrS of History lind Cuhure. Mnrsh:lll Cavcndish Editions, 2008. 
p.49. 
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belongings and treasures among the poor and needy_ Another religious elder from hi s 

family was Sahibzada Abdul Kmim who died in 1747 and is buried in a graveya rd named 

" Loi Shahecdan" about one mile to the North of Topi. The boundary wa ll of this 

graveyard is made of stonc. There was a long broken epitaph read as: 

~;Jv ~..JU;' '.k ~fi......-); I -(-Ak.f);i) (t ,)/1./.1 (t,JI.» I.k---;/i 

_____ (;.!(;il ,~.-?,.:;.i'-,)J v.:'Jh.K; ,P! ;:!;i ~ I-)i. ~ --f tJj' ~ 

" If anyo ne asks about the names and the well- being of the dead-one, hi s name is Abdul 

Karim, having three sons by the names of Sarf-ud Din, Sadr-ud Din and Shams-ud Din_ 

Sahms-ud Din and Sadr-ud Din were resid ing in Topi in 11 60 A. H. (l747A.D). This 

inscription Ill ade after forty years and thi s grave during the rule of Ahmad Shah", 

2.1 SAHlBZADA QUTB-I-ALAM THE PATERNAL GRANDFATHER OF 

SAHlBZADA ABDUL QAfYUM 

The paternal grandfather of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan was born in 12 15 A.H. 

( 1803 A.D). In hi s youth he accepted tbe oath of allegiance to a renowned religious 

scholar and saint of his time Hazrat Syed Amir Bacha, commonl y known as H:lzrat Sahib 

of Kotha. The forefathers of Hazrat Sahib resided in the superb of Ghazni. Probably 

during Ihr reign of Hwnayun he left hi s ancestral abode which was lying somewhere 

between Ghazni and Kabul, came to Peshawar and finall y settled in Kotha II, He belongs 

to the Naqshbandi school of thought. He saw Qutb~ i Alam as pious person and married 

hi s sister to him. Qlltb~ i Alam has two SOilS Abdur Rauf and Abdul Basir, while the latcr 

died in hi s youth . 

2. 1.1. Sahibzada Abdur Rauf 

Sahibzada Abdur Rauf was born in 1252 A.H. (1837-38 A. D). His birth year is 

making from a rough estimate. When in the year 1257 A. H., there occun'ed great 

inundation in the River Sind then the age of Sahibzada Abdur Rauf was only fi ve year. 

" Khan, Muhammad Sarwar. Soba Sarhad Ka Aik Azeem Insan: Mukhtasar Halat ·e·Zindgi Janab Sir 
Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan, n.d. p.G. 
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He had acquired all the degrees in the fields ofFiqah, Usoel, Tarsir, and Hadith, logic and 

Philosophy etc. The Dastar-Bandi o f Abdur Rauf was perfonned by Hazrat Sahib of 

Kotha himself in the presence of other rel igious scholars in 1272 A.H, ( 1857), the year of 

War of Independence l2
. Sahibzada Abdur Raufwas so acknowledged in religious learn ing, 

that famous Christian Saint Robert Clarke could say no more in defence on the question 

of trinity. He was got maniage to Zanib, the daughter ofSyed Ami !" Bacha in 1858 A.D. 

Abdur Rauf has three daughters and a son. Two of hi s daughters died in childhood while 

Khair-u n- Nisa who was born in 1277 A,H (1860-1861 AD) only survived. 

His son, Abdul Qaiyum was born in 1280 A.H. (1 863- 1864 A. D).Thc extant 

official documents indirectly indicate 12.12. 1864 as being his date of birth 13. Sahibzada 

Abdur Rauf spent rest of hi s life in giving lessons in religion, yet he found enough time to 

ind ulge in creative writings in the fonn of religious books such as Shahab~ i~Saqib, 

Hash ia~i- Fasool dar J1m ~i-Asool and Zaidad Wn~Nuqsan-i ~Im an etc. besides these, he 

wrote leamed commentari es on books like ' Qafia Wa Sharrah' , • Mullah Jami Wa Saimul 

Am olU' and also intended to write a 'Tafsir' but his untimely death did not permit him to 

do SOI4. 

Akhund Sahib of Swat whose real name was Abd ul Ghafur, at that time was 

contemporary ofSyed Amir Bacha. Both were tbe religious leaders oftbe Muslims. Later 

there occurred religious differences because of puritanic attitude of Hazrat Syed Amir 

Bacha towards Islam and its canons. The followers and other disciples of Akbund Sahib 

issued ' Fatwas' (Religious Verd ict), declaring Syed Amir Bacha and his di sciples as 

' Wahabis'. The differences between the followers of two prominent religious fi gures 

resulted into an enmity. On August, 19, 1873, when Abdur Raufwas returning back to 

home from evening prayers was stabbed to death by a hired assassin disguised as student 

by the conspiracy of a close one of Abdur Rauf named Schram. Abelur Rauf got 

l l 1bid ., p. 10. 

U Ahmad, Abdul Qaiyum: life and Work, p.10. 
14 Ibid ., p.ll, 12. 
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martyrdom at the age of thirty six's, Hazrat Am ir Bacha conducted the Namaz-i-Janaza 

(funeral) ofSahihzada Abdur Rauf. 

2.1.2 Abdul QaiyullI 

Mother of Sahibzada Abdul Qaium died when he was an infant of three years and his 

father Abdur Rauf get martyrdom when he was only ten years of age. He and his sister 

Khair-un- Nisa were brought to Kotha by his uncle, Syed Ahmad Bacha. 

Abdul Qaiyum got admitted in a Primary School in Kotha where hi s uncle was 

serving as Primary School Teacher16
, His uncle took keen interest in his early education. 

Once Abdul Qaiyum had a fight with hi s cousin (son of hi s uncle Sycd Ahmad Bacha) 

over some issue and beat him bitterly. The boy went weeping to hi s father and 

complai ned of Abdul Qaiyu1l1 beating. Thereupon his uncle went out of his home and 

gave heavy chaps to young Abdul Qaiyum. Abdul Qaiyul11 s tm1ed weeping bitterl y and 

cried, where he ought to go. He had ever remembered thi s incident and whenever he 

narrated that , tears came out of his eyes 17. After pass ing 4 1h class he becomes a school 

tcacher in the village Marghuz. At that time the monthly salary of a teacher was olll y six 

Rupees. 

Christ ian Missionaries often used to come to Kotha fo r religious discussion 

wi th the uncle of Abdul Qaiyum. Among the Christian missionalies Hughes had friendly 

relation with Syed Ahmad Bacha. Abdul Qaiyul11 also developed his personal relations 

with Hughes in Kotha. Hughes also inclined Abdu l Qaiyul11 towards education. Hughes 

was fully aware of the intelligence of Abdul Qaiyu m and thought of utilizing hi s talent 

after suitable polish and refinement by education. He di scussed the idea with the uncle of 

Abdul Qaiyum who eventually agreed. Hughes accompanied Abdul Qaiyull1 to Peshawar 

and got him admitted in Municipal Board Middle School Peshawar where from he passed 

hi s Vernacular School Examination in 1880. 

ISSheikh, Asad Saleem.EncvclopadeaTehreek-j - Pakistan. Sang-i- Meel Publication, Lahore. p. 689 
16Sarwar, Soba Sarhad Ka Aik Azeem lnsan, p.14 
11 Ibid., p.1S. 
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He also cont in ued religious educat ion besides schooling while staying in the 

mosque of Haji KheJ Kandi in Bar-TehkaL In morning lime he used to go to school and at 

evening to Pakki Mosque's Imam named Arfan for reli gious education and recites his 

lesson wi th Noor Muhammad, the Imam of Haj i KhcJ Kandi Mosque. Later on he got 

settled in the house of Maulana Ghulam Hassan Naizi in Yakatoot. Muhammad Ismail 

Naizi, Inspector Schools was a disciple of Syed Amir Bacha, so he cared a lot of the 

grandson of his sheikh. After passing his Vernacular School Examination he got 

admission in Edwardes Mission Higb School with the help of Hughes and Clarke. 

He passed his English Middle School Examinations in 1883. Two years after in 1885 he 

passed the Entrance Examinations both from Calcutta Uni vers ity and Punjab UniversitylS . 

In the Punjab University entrance examination he got second position among the boys 

sent from whole of the Punjab '9. Abdul Qaiyul11 was a good player of cricket and had 

taken pat1 in athletics and won many prizes. Mission High School Principal, Rev. 

Wm1hington Jukes has great reverence and respect fo r Abdul Qaiyum . Being the best 

player his tuitions fee were borne by Mission School as long as he stayed there. He was 

also selected as the Captain of the games. Physically he was a tall man with a height of 5 

ft and 8i inches and the land owned by him was 240 kanals and 13 Marlas20
. 

In September 1886. he appeared in the examinat ion of Naib Tehsi ldar and passed the 

same in first attempt. As there was no post then lying vacant, he applied to the Deputy 

Commissioner, Peshawar, Mr. A. Christ ie, to be sent for train ing in the Settlement 

Work21
. 

2.1.2 Govcnllllcnt Service J887-19J9 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul11 joined the office of Commissioner of Peshawar 

on Febmary 15, 1887 as translator and reader with a salary of Rs. 50 per l11onlh22
. He then 

was deputed to settlement as Naib-Tehsildar on December 2, 1887 against the post 

l'Oirectorate of Archives, Peshawar. Serial No. 2256, Bundle No.64, Commissioner Record. p.112 
1'lbid., p.2. 
10 Ibid" p. 112 
21lbid ., p.3. 
n Ibid. p.7 
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vacated by Mughal Khan, who was promoted and transferred 10 Hashtnagar Tehsi1. He 

served as Naib Tehsildar for about two years and f0l1y three days . As Sahjbzada Abdul 

Qaiyum Khan mother tongue was Pashto and al so was fluent in Engli sh so was an expcl1) 

to translate Pashlo into Engli sh and vice versa. 

His sister Khair-un-Nisa had been nagging him for some time that he shou ld 

get man' jed and settl e in life happil y. Abdul QaiyuITI could not evade the matter for 100 

long and even tually hi s matrimony was arranged with his tirst cOll sin, Rahmania Begum, 

the daughter of his uncle Said Ahmad. They lived a happy life as Begum Qaiyum slaying 

in Kotha most of the time. Their happiness was matTed by their lack of children 23 . Later 

on due to lack of children and for legal heir he remarried but the purpose behind the 

second marriage had remained unaccomplished. Some people relate that there were two 

miscarriages by the second wife. 

His luck even helped him with a lottery of twenty five thousand. He thereafter often used 

to say "he never fell short of money aftc r this lo ttery,·:;4. 

He has perfonncd hi s duties as Mir Munshi with Colonel E. L Ommanlley, 

Commissioner Peshawar who had also acted as Chief Political Officer with Hazara Field 

Force in Black Mountai n Puniti ve Expedition in 1888. He rendered useful services in 

Black Mountain Expedit ion for wh ich he was duly rewarded with a silver medal 

dispatched to him after few years on June 28, 189725
. 

He was then sent for training in settlement to Shahpur, Sialkot. He has been 

remained busy in settlement trai ning from 15.02.1890 to 1.1 J . 1890 and on successful 

completion of training in settlement assumed the of fice as Naib Tehsildar in Kohat on 

December 2, 1890. He also perfo rmed hi s duti es as Tehs ildar in Kohat from 9.4. 189 1 io 

30.6.1891 wi th a monthly sa lary of Rs. 12526
. He was appointed as Tehsildar against a 

post vacant by Gopal Sarru1 Dass who was then on special duty in second M iranzai 

23 Ahmed, Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaivum: life and Work p.24.2S 
24Sarwar, Soba Sarhad Ka Aik Azeem In~an , p.l 7. 
250irectorate of Archives, Peshawar, Serial No.14S0, Bundle No. 48, Commissioner Record. p.3S, 
260irectorate of Archives, Peshawar, Serial No. 22S6, Bundle No.64, Commissioner Record. p.2. 
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Expedition. Abd ul Qaiyu1ll services Were reverted as Naib-Tehsildar with effect from 

Ju ly I, 1891 on the resumption of charge ofGopa\ Saran Dass as Tehsilda r. 

Official record indicates that he also served as Naib-Tehsildar for sett lement 

work in Barak Tappa of the Teri Tehsil of Kohat from October 2, 189 1 to August 2 1, 

1893 with a monthly salary o f Rs 100. 

The British l!ldia reoccupied Kurram in 1892 and due to difficulty of 

assessment felt the need of settlement over the iSSll C of collection of revenue. Abdul 

Qaiyum Klwn was appointed as Settlement Tehsi ldar in Kurram along with a team of 

revenue-workers and prepared the field-maps and reven ue-roll for the whole vaJlcy21. 

This settlement stm1ed on September I, 1893 and accomplished on February I, 1894. The 

work of Abdul Qaiyum was duly acknowledged by Mr. W. R. H. Merk, Officer on 

Special Duty (O.S. D.) Kurram in his Sett lement Repo1128
. 

W. R. H. Merk also recommended Abdul Qaiyum be Revenue Assistant 

and Treasury Officer fo r the next six months with a monthly salary of Rs. 150. He 

perfonned his duties as Treasury Officer and Revenue Assis tant from May I I, 1894 to 

November 25, 189429
. 

He has also appl ied for the post of Officer on Special Duty (O.S.D.) 

and Extra Assistant Commissioner. He passed the Extra Assistant Commissioner 

examinat ions in group ' 8 ' and 'C' in 189630
, He also served as translator, reader and 

editor with J. Donnald, the incharge of Kurram Delimitat ion Commission in connection 

with demarcation of Indo-Afghan border. He was awarded with gold watch and chain as 

Khillat and it was recommended that his name be entered in category 'A' for the post of 

Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

He also served as Mi r Munshi in connection with the Asmar Boundary 

Commission from November 26, 1894 to May 15, 1895 with monthly sa lary of Rs. 200, 

21 Directorate of Archives, Peshawar/ KUrram Settlement ", Serial No. 184, Bundle NO.2S-A. p.20 
2'lbid., p.2. 

~Djrectorore of Archives, Peshawar, Serial No. 2256, Bundle No.64, Commissioner Record. p.112 
~ Directorate of Archives, Peshawar, Abdul Qaiyum's l.A. for E.A.C. Examinations at l ahore, Serial No. 
2135, Bundle No. 64, Commissioner Record. p.p.1, 11,17. 
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with Richard Udny. the Commissioner Indo·Afghan border Commission for Asmar 

section in the North . 

After the Asmar Boundary Demarcation, Abdul Qaiyum resumed the 

Commissioner Office in Peshawar as Superin tendent of the Vernacular Office from May 

16, 1895 with a monthly salary of Rs. 150. In 1896 the British Government of India 

presented a sword or Rifle to Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum as KJlillat for hi s services both in 

Mohmand Settl ement as well as the distribution of first installment of the allowances 

among the Mohmalld to render fa ithful services to British Government .Later in March 

11 , 1897 he was awarded with a s li ver sword valued Rs. 315 for the same services. 

In Mohmand Khyber Demarcation 1897 he had served as Mir Munshi 31 with 

Richard Udny and on the completion of the task resumed the charge of Superintendent 

Vel11acular Office in the office of Col1unissioner at Peshawar. 

When Afridis and Orakzais att acked the Blitish posts in 1897, General 

W.S.A. Lockhart, the Commander o f the Tirah Expeditionary Force made advancement 

by appoint ing Richard Udny as Chief Politica l Officer with Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum as 

Mir Munshi, incharge of Political Camp on a pay of Rs.2S0 per month. After Tirah 

Expedition in reward of hi s valuable services, R.i chard Udny in hi s le tter of datcd April 

21, 1898 strongly urged that Abdul Qaiyul1l be granted with title of 'Khan Bahadur' . 

lieutenant General on the recommendat ion of General Lockhart and Richard Udny 

granted him with the tile of 'Khan Bahadur' for hi s special services in Tirah Expedi tion32
. 

He also servcd as Official Mir Munshi to Punjab Government for three months from June 

19, 1898 to September 28, 1898. 

As he has already applied Assistant Poli tical Officer in Kh yber along with 

eight candidates, on the strongly recommendation of then Commiss ion, F . D. 

Cunningham the higher authori ti es appointed him on the post while the latcr took over the 

ll OirectoTtl!c uf An:hives. Peshawar. 1897. Uduy. Richard. ·Muhmand Arr~irs· Serial No.648 (VuU I). Bund le No. 19. 
Commissioner Record. 11.3. 
3~ l bid .• p.24. 
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Charge at Simla on September 19, 189833
, Capta in G. O. RODs Keppel also assumed the 

charge of Political Officer, Khyber on September 15, 1899,34 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul11 used his diplomatic tactics and acted as mediator over 

various issues raised between the British and Tribal peoples, epical\y wi th Afridis. He 

also concluded the truces with Zakha·Khel and Mujahedeen. In 1909 he was granted with 

the titl e of ' Companion of the Order o f the Indian Empi re (C. I.E) and Rs. 3000 in cash 

for his serviccs3.S, 

I.n 1909 he visi ted Great Britain and other westem countries. In July, 1910 he was 

promoted as Assistant Political Agent Chitrai where he served for about three months till 

September 29, 1910 when he resumed the charge as Assistant Poli tical Officer, Khyber36
. 

His long last ing dream to educate the young of the Frontier became true when on March 

2 1,1 9 12 the inaugural ceremony of establishment of Dar-ul -Ulum and adjacent mosque 

had been taken place. Dar-ul-Ulum latter on upgraded to the status Islamia College. He 

remained the lifetime Honorary Secretary of Islamia College. 

On January I, 19 16 he was awarded with the title of ' Nnwab ' which 

Sanad was di spatched to him on January 8, 191631
. He took over the charge of Political 

Agent, Kll yber and remained in that capacity till his retirement in 1919. For his 

remarkab le services the British Ind ian Government gran ted him with the title of Knight 

Commander of the Indian Empi re (K.C.I .E) in June 19 17. 

Soon after the retirement Govemment felt the need of his valuable services 

fo r talks for preliminary peace as a consequence of Third Afghan War and fonnal 

concluding of the 'Treaty of Rawalpindi ' which was signed on August 8.1919 ben,veen 

Afghanistan and Bri tish Indian Government. For th is purpose he pmt icipatcd in 

Mussoorie Conference, Abdul Qaiyulll was the strong believer of the constructive 

agitation that's why he was non-believer of Hij ral Movement and Non-Cooperat ion 

Movement which is termed as "Tark-i-Mowalaf", 

ll Dircctol"9tc of Archives, Peshawar, 1898, Cunnin gham. F.D .• Serial No. 1001, Bundle No. l03.p.45. 
34 Warbunon. Robert. Sir. ·Eighu~en Years in Khyber' Reprint Pakistan. 1910. p.lS) 
lSSarwur, Soba Surhad KII Aik Azecm lnsan. p.19 
l5 'Khyber", Islamla College Peshawar, p.29. 
17 lbid .p.29 
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In 1921 he left on an overseas tOUf around the world and main purpose was to 

enquire about hi s fast friend RODs Keppel's health. Upon his return from England and 

Amelica, he wen t to Spain, Syria, Arabia and Egypt, visited Haram Sharif, Bait-ul­

Muqaddus (Jerusalem), Hijaz Holy Kaha and Madina besides other places of historic and 

religious significance38
. 

In January 1924 he was nom inated by the Governor General as non- official 

member of the Legislative Assembly of India. This assembly was also sometimes called 

as "Centra l Legislat ive Assembly" and " Imperial Legislative Asscmbly,,)9. He served the 

interests of N.W.F, P. from tbat platform in the form of demand fo r reforms as par with 

the olher provinces of British India. 

On December 26, 1925 in hi s hi stori c Presidential address at Aligarh on 

occasion of the 381h
, All India Mohammadan Educational Conference, stressed the need 

of proper education rat her producing mere graduates who become a burden in their 

surplus production4o
• On June 3, 1929 for hi s public services in India awarded wi th the 

title or··Qai ser-i-Hind~l . 

He palti cipated in the first and second Round Table Conferences held in 

London from Novclllher 16, 1930 to January 19, 1931 and September I to December I, 

1931 respecti vely. In these conferences he demanded refonn s for N.W.F.P., and finall y 

succeeded when the prov ince was given the status of' Governor Province ' having its own 

Legislative Council. 

He left Delhi on March I S, 1932 and was nominated as the sole Minister of 

the Transferred Departments on Apri l 20, 1932. He served in the House for fi ve years 

and worked for the betterment of their prov ince. After the five years of lenn, the next 

stage of constitutional development was its growth into N.W.F.P. Legislative Assembly. 

II Afghani, .. Tarik-l-Afghania. p.66 
19Wikipedia, the free Encyclopaedia. 
40 Qaiyum. sahibzada Abdul, Si r, Presidential Address - All Ind ia Mohammadan Educational Conference, 
Aligarh 1925. p. 11 
41 Qaiyum, Abdul. Mashaheer-i-sarhad, Feraz Sons limited, lahore, 1977. p. 132 
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Elections were held for the so called Assembly according to 1935 Act. This Act was 

come into force in N.W.F.P. through a notification of Aprill . 193741
, 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum contested the eJection from t\.vo constituencies 

namely Utmannama from his home town and Haripur South . He won the seat ITom 

Haripur South. His United Muslim Nationalist Party won 16 scals whi le Congress won 19 

seats. Hindu·Sikh Nationalist Party won 8 seats and Hazara Democratic Party won 4 

seals. Two seats were won by Independent candidates and Abdur Rab Nishtar belonged 10 

no p31ty at that time. 

Abdul Qaiyum Khan fonned his ministry as Chief Minister on Apri l I, 1937 

with coalition of Hindu-Sikh Party. Dr. Khan Sahib dissolved his millistry by movi ng "No 

Confidence" motion on September 3, 1937. The new Ministry of Dr. Khan Sahib took 

oath of office on September 7, 1937. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul1l then perfolll1ed his duties 

as Leader of Opposition in N.W.F.P. Legislative Assembly. After sometime he came back 

to hi s home town, back in Topi he got involved himself in the local matters, meeting 

delegat ions and attending social functions. A delegation comprises of Principal, (slamia 

College, R. L. Holdsworth, Dr, Umar Hayat Khan Malik etc went to meet Sahibzada 

Abdul Qaiyum on the day Friday, December 3, 1937 in connection with the Silver Jubilee 

of the college. Sahibzada Sahib seen off him but whi le walking back he felt giddy and 

vomited and was about to stumble down had it not been support of those around him who 

helped him into a chair"). 

This was an attack of paralysis which took him into a state of deep coma 

lasted till early morning at 1.30 AM, December 4, 1937 when he expired and left this 

mortal world"4 on Eid day. He was buried along with the graves of his sister in the 

mosque which he had himse!fbuilt. 

According to his will which he has written in 193 1 "that all hi s propcrty was 

to givcn to hi s nephew Muhammad Akbar" . According to Shariat and Mohammadan Law 

other three relatives of Abdul Qaiyum Khan were declared as his legal heirs. With the 

42 Gazetteer of India 1937, Notifications, p.l 

43Sarwar, Soba Sarhad Ka Aik Azeem Insan Khan, p.124 
44 Ibid., p.12S 
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consent of three legal heirs Muhammad Akbar Khan was also included as hi s fourth legal 

inheritor. One third of the deceased undivided property was separated as ' Waqr for 

lslamia College and Education purposes. 

On the death of Khan Bahadur Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan the then 

Governor General of N.W.F,P., Sir George Cunningham tribute him in hi s diary on 

December 4, 1937 in words: 

"Abdul Qaiyum is a great loss and the people-Khans as well as othcrs- will a ll be running 

aboul looking for a new leader but they will find it difficult 10 find one"45. 

45Abdus Samad, Mir, " loa! Pakhtoon, University Book Agency, Khyber Bazar Peshawar, 1982. p.99 



CHAPTER 3 

BACKGROUND OF MODERN EDUCATION IN N.W.F.P AND 

ESTABLISHMENT OF DARUL-UL-ULUM-I-ISLAMlA, SUBA­

SARI-IAD, PESHAWAR 

3.1 BACKGROUND OF MODERN EDUCATION IN N.W.F.P. 
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The East tndia Company was established 0 11 December 31, 1600, although it' s maJll 

purpose was trade wi th eastern countries, very earl y in its li fe, it look some measures 

which clearly seem intended to help the spread of Christian ity. For example, it sent out 

Chaplains to India, prim arily to look after the spiritual welfare of its Christi an employees 

and their families and incidentally to spread the Gospel among the Indians people46
. 

In the Charter Act of 1813 , the education of the Ind ians people was definitely 

included in the duties of the East Ind ia Company and for this purpose a comparatively 

large aillount was annually secured for educational act ivities ; and missionaries began to 

land in India in large numbers and estabished English schools. therefore lying the 

foundation of the modern educat ional system"7. Missionary En terprise was pointed out 

from the last f:hapter of the Chartt:r Act of 1 ~ 1 3 which opened lndia 10 Missionary 

Socities. A large number of new missionari es socities came into being while the existing 

ones expanded at a large scale. 

The new miss ionmies socities which came into being were General Baptist 

Missionary Society, London Missionary Society. the Church Missionary Society. the 

Wesleyan Mission and the Scotch Missionary Society elc. 

The educational hi story of India reveals the fact that the credit of intToducing of Modern 

Westem and English education goes to three main sources: 

u. Foreign Missionaries 

h. English Estab lishment and 

46Nuru llah. Sycd. History of Educalion in India. M'lcmitlllil and Co .. LId. Bombay. Calcutta. Madras and London: 
1943.1'.44 
H Ibid., p. 67 
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(,,;. Private Enterprise. 

In the foreign missionaries the name o f Mr. Schwarz is on the top of the 

list, who had directed a small group of Mission Schools in Madras as earl y as in 1787. 

Scrampore Miss ion College in Bengal was started in 1818. In Bombay the 

Elphinslone Instit ution was started in 1827 and the Wilson College in 1834. The 

Madras Clu'isti an College was started in 183748
, 

Similarly, Lord Will iam Bentincki 's education policy of 1835 was introduced 

and Engl ish was substituted with Persian as the court language in 1837. Sir Henry 

Harding's declarat ion of 1844 made western education the deci sive criterion for 

employment in the public sector and government services. 

Sir Charles Woods 's Despatch of 1854, were the important landmarks and 

mi lestones in the Hist01Y of Modern, Western and English education in India. In the 

Famous Despatch of 1854 by Charles Wood, recommendations for the introduction of 

the Primary Education, the h'Tants in-a id system for the private institutes and starting 

as separate department of Public Instlllclions were made49
. 

In addition to the above recommendations, the Despatch also contained an 

outline fo r the University system of education. The result of these recommendations 

was culminated in the establishment of the Calcutta, Madras and Bombay Universities 

in 1857. The schools of the modem type conducted by private non-missionary 

agencies were extremely li mited during the British Period from 18 13 to 1854. 

The organization o f a Department of Public Instruction in Punjab took place 

111 1854, when it was put under a Director. This Despatch fi111her emphasized on the 

provision of scholarships to the teachers dllring their training periodso , The new 

education system grew slowly and institutions of all kind were eSlablishedsl, 

~~ Ahmad, Rakib-ud-Din, The Development of English Education in Ind ia wi th special reference to North West 
Frontier Provinec··, Khyher, Joum:ll tlf Islmniil Collcge PCShll\\'ilr, Apri l 1933: p.37. 
~9 I bid .p37. 
jO Mi ~hra. Bharti. "Brit ish EducIJliun System beforc lodepemknt India", Intern:l!iooal JOLimul or Creulil'c Research 
Thoughts, Vol. 2, Is!\ue 4, April 2014.p,2. 
SIZuHiq:lr. Pmf. Dr. Ghulll lU Hussain.Hll1ldrcd Ycars History of the University of Punjab. Lahore. 1982, p.4S. 
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The period of sixty seven years between the Despatch of 1854 and the 

transfer of the control of the educat-ion to the hands of Indians Ministers in 192 1 forms 

the second period in the history of modem education in India . During this period 

Education Departments organized, either directly or through the Local Boards or 

Municipaliti es. This period is conventionally di vided into three sub-pedads viz (i) 

1854 to 1882 (i i) 1882 to 1902 and (iii) 1902 to 1921. In all the three periods the main 

focus of the British Indian Government was on the development of education ill 

centrally situated provinces. 

In the post-Mutiny era, the Education Commission which was sct up in 

1882 recommended for fm1her extension of the grant in-aid system and it was the year 

when Punjab Uni versity was establ ished. 

Among the Indians Raja Ram Mohan Rai of Bengal is crowned as the 

first and recognized pioneer of educational reform in India The famous watchmaker of 

Calcutta Raja Sahib stm1ed the first Hindu College in 1816 at Calcutta. Among the 

lndian Muslims Sir Syed Ahmad Khan (181 7- 1898) was the first great visionary and 

rcionner of his time who established AJigarh School of Thought in post-Mutiny era. 

His Mohammadan Anglo Oriental (M.A.O) College which he founded in 1875 at 

Aligarh became the first great home of learn ing, from where the Indian Muslims 

started getting modern and westclll education which ultimately illum ined the entire 

Muslim India52
. 

Like other provmces of the British India, Modem, Western and English 

education came to N.W.F.P. , through Foreign Miss ionaries, British Establi shment and 

Private Enterprise. Church Missionary society had founded the Edwardes Church 

Mission High School Peshawar in 1855 by the Rev. Robel1 Clark under the patronage 

of Sir Herbert Edwardes KCB, KeSI , and Commissioner of Peshawar53 . Thc Christian 

miss ion was establi shed in Peshawar in J 853. 

S2 Khun. Nuushad. "Histury of Modcm Education in North-Wcst Frontier Pnll'incc-'. Arts and Lellers Bi::mmwl 
Rcsc~rch Journal orLanguagc.~. Social Sciences and Islamic Studit:s, Editor Dr. Nauslmd Khan. [ s[~ rni(l College 
Universi ty or Pestwwnr. Vol.l. No.3 (Autumn .2(01): p.). 
SJ The:- Punjab Univc~i'y Calendar rOT the yeaT 1920-1921 , Part I. Lahore 1920 p. 6 18. 
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Col. Edwards 's idea behind the establishment of Christian Mission and the Edwardes 

Mission High School was to convert the local turbulent Pathans into humble Christian 

who would support the British rule rather than oppose it. 

This goal was well known to the natives, who were somewhat reluctant in sending their 

youths to the Mission School and depended more on their traditional I Maktabs' and' 

Madrassas' • than the British design. 

Similarly the Dera Ismail Khan Mission School and the V ictoria Bharatri High School 

Oera Ismail Khan had been founded by the Foreign Missionaries in 1864 and 1887 

respectively, 

When there was felt a dire need for the refonns in prevailing education system 

and curri culum for the Muslims, the famous contractor of Peshawar, Babu Ghulam Haider 

and Mian Abdul Karim participated in thi s Education Movement. They fOllnulated an 

association, Anjuman-e-Himayat-i- Islam in 1884. The main purpose of this association 

was to safeguard the Muslim student from the non-Islamic envirolUnent of Christian 

Missionary Schools and acquiring of western knowledge of science and technology along 

wi th religious education. 

This association established Islamia School in Peshawar in 1890 which was 

uPbTfaded to High School in 1903.Anjuman-i-Hamayat-i-lslam al so estab lished its club, 

Islamia Club, a Library and reading Hall. 

The development of the Edwardes Mission High School in Peshawar in 1901 was a happy 

augury for those who were seeking educational advancement of their province. In spite of 

that, the majority of the people in the province, particularly in the peripheral and tribal 

belt remained neglected and deprived of proper facilities for their education. 

The overall situation in the first decade of the twentieth century was rather pathetic, as the 

percentage of literacy had fallen from 5.5 in 1901 to 5.1 in 191 1S4
• 

SolBaila .LaI.Miss. N.W.F. P. Administration undcr the British Rule, 1901-1919. A Published Ph.D TIlcsis, National 
Commission on Historical and CullUml Research. 1978. p. 198. 
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P';mary education facilities in rural areas were entirely inadequate. For an area of 

4,530 square miles with a population of 1,065,097, there were 214 District Board Schools 

and 40 aided schools. The education facilities of the urban areas were litt le better. 

TIle educational expenditures of the five Municipalities, Peshawar, Abbottabad, 

Kohat, Oera Ismail Khan and Bannu had been largely absorbed in the maintenance of the 

five Municipal High Schools, and primary education had been left almost entirely to 

private enterprise. Total enrolment in five Municipalities schools and al1 levels and types 

of schools was 4.06 percent. 

The main reasons of this poor condi tion of the province were the lack of interest 

on the part of Govcll1ll1ent officers, lack of adequate fund s for the progress and the 

ineffective control of the educational machinery through the Punjab Government55
. 

The North-West Frontier was the last acquisition of the British and hence the last to come 

under the British development of the educational system. Sikh power was annihilated by 

the Btitisher fo llowing the first and second Sikh Wars in 1846 and 1849. By the 

Proclamation of March 29, 1849, the Frontier Disbicts along with the Punjab were 

incorporated with the Btiti sh Empire56
• 

Since the annexation in Punjab in 1849, the Frontier di stricts and adjoining tribal areas 

had been administered by the Punjab authorities from Lahore. 

Since the Frontier region were outlying tracts, the Government's efforts in 

introducing and expanding educational system in the territory were more restricted than 

the Cis-Indus districts of the Punjab. Local prejudice and indifference to Western 

Education had considerable effect in retarding its spread in Frontier region and tribal belt. 

Similarly the people of the N.W.F.P. had been engaged in efforts to expel the Briti sh. 

They adopted a policy of anned resistance particularly in the tribal areas and in some 

cases succeeded in inflicting heavy losses on the British in the region. That was why the 

S5 Ibid., p. 198. 
~Qaiyum, Gold and Guns on the Pathan Frontier, p.1 1 

I 
I 
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British rule did not extend into this region as smoothly as compared to other parts of 

India51
. 

The Mullahs and other religious men, who wielded an overwhelming 

influence on the local population. were hostile to British schemes of education, suspecting 

them of being deliberate attempts to undermine their sacerdotal authority and destroy the 

religious faith of the populations8
. 

In fact "the Pathan has always despised education as fit only for Hindus and 

cowards. He had litlle need for spelling, but much for swordsmanship, and if the Hamsaya 

of alien creed, whom he employed to look after his money matters, cheated him so 

flagrantly that even his ignorant master could not look after it, there was short shrift for 

the accountant and a fresh start was made with a clean sheet"S9. 

The Muslims had tllcir mosques schools, maktabs and madrasas. In maktabs, the 

maulvis and imams taught chiefly the Quran by rote, taking no fees from the pupils. In 

madrasas the instlllction was confined to the teaching of Arabic and Persian. Girls also 

attended schools where Quran was taught to them by wives of men who were teachers by 

profession. 

The Hindus had their Patshalas while the Sikh their Gunnukhi schools; instruction 

m both being confined mainly to sacred scriptures. They also maintained mahajani 

schools where public instruction was imparted to the students. 

The private schools were beginning to decline and there was no encouragement to 

religious schools by the Government. 

The Government schools had middle and high classes. Secondary schools were 

further classified into Anglo-Vernacular and Vernacular. In Anglo-Vernacular the 

medium of instruction was English language. High schools were all Anglo-Vernacular 

while middle and primary schools were of both kinds. The primary school level 

comprised of two stages: the upper primary with two classes and the lower primary with 

S1Rauf, Abdul, ~Socio-Educational Refonn Movements in N.W.F.P. _ A Case Study of Alljumall-i- Islahul Afaghina". 
Pakistan Journal of History & Culture, Vol. XXVlU2 (2006): p.3 1. 
ssReview of the Annual Repon of the Public Instruction in N.W.F.P .• 1911 · 19 12. by Roos-Kl.'ppcl.p. l . 
)9 Census Report of India, 1911 , N.W.F.P .. p. 116 
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three classes. More than half of the school-going children did nol study beyond the upper 

primary stage60
• The basic curriculum in the plimary schools consisted of reading, writing 

and arithmetic, with some lessons in Geography and Persian. The courses of study in the 

secondary schools were the same as those prescribed by them in the Punjab and 

Matriculation Examinations were conducted by the Punjab University. 

British JUlcrs were not very cooperati ve with the private sector in the education as 

they wanted to avoid a competi tion with their own Mission School th us, the 

Commissioner and Superintendent of Peshawar had written to Inspector of Schools, 

Rawalpindi Circle, in his annual report of 188 1-1 882: 

"1 am not in favour of adding an English class 10 the Vernacular School in Peshawar; it 

would derange the work in that school and be in unworthy competition with the Mission 

School in the City, which fulfils the functions in teaching English well .... Private 

education at home is much resortcd to throughout the di stricts and wi ll continue to be a 

favourite practice with the Khans ... "l>I. 

In 1886, the teaching of English was introduced in the Govemmcnt-aided 

Schools of Peshawar. The statistics of educational developmcnt from 1849 to 1900 shows 

that during these fifty years there is no record of two or three High Schools. During 1849 

to 1879 on.ly 88 Primary Schools were opened62
. 

The Viceroy of India, Lord Curzon separated N.W.F.P., from the Punjab on 

November 9, 1901 and named it as the North West Frontier Province. The British rulers 

kept the Musl.ims ofN .W.F.P., completel y outside the orbit of growth and progress. Even 

the constitutional refonns granted to the other provinces were denied to them61• Among 

the thirty one districts of the Punjab, the fi ve Frontier di stricts COMPRISED OF North 

West Frontier Province were by far the least advanced in regard to education in 1901. The 

total outlay on education in 1902- 1903 was onl y Rs. 29,93764
. Similarly there were 927 

60 Rcport o f the Public Instruction in N. W. F.P .. 1901-1902. p . ll . 
61 Directorate of Archives, Commissioner Record, 1881, 1882, Annual Education Rcpon, Serial No. 491. BWldlc No. 1 J. 
6=Yousli, Maulann Allah Baksh. Sarhad aUT Jcdojohd-C-Azadi. N .. fces Academy Urdu Bazar: Kamchi, Jl .Jl. 120.121. 
630 ashir. Nadia, -A Rcvic.'w of Poli tical Awak.ing in N. W.F.P .. ( 190 1-1947)", Pakistan Annual Rcscll rch Jountal , Vol. 
49. (2013): p. 59. 
~Bah3, History of lslamia College, p.J. 
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private schools in the settled distri cts with. 13,636 pupi ls. In 190 1· 1902 there were 154 

primary schools with 5,082 enrolments. 

As far as the fema le education IS concerned in 1901·1902 there were eight 

Government recognized primary school for girls in the entire province with 491 pupils 

and total annual expenditures inclmed on their maintenance amounted to just Rs.2,477. 

The pupils were mostly Hindu girl s belonging to families of Govcm11lcnt servants and 

tmders. There was no Muslim girl attending public school in either Hazara or Peshawar, 

educationally the most backward dist[icts65
. 

Arya Kanya aided scbool at Oera Ismai l Khan run by the local Hindus was the 

1110St fl oUli sh ing educational centre for girl s. Arya Kanya School was upgraded to the 

status of Middle School in 1906()(i . In 1916-1917 the Frontier Province acquired its own 

Inspectress of Girls Schools. In 1920, a Nonnal School for Women was opened in 

Peshawar but after two years it was close down due to the lack of finance. Tota l number 

of Girls Primary School in 1911-1 912 was 28 and in 1920-192 1 stood at 56. Total number 

of Girls Middle Schools was only tlu'ee with 783 pupils till 1920- 192 1. 

Of the three main communities, Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs, the first was 

most backward in education. Though it constituted over 92 percent of the lotal population 

in 1901 , from among it, the percentage of boys attending any kind of educat ional 

institution was only 11 .7 percent compared with 36.3 and 22.3 percent ill case o fHilJdus 

and Sikhs, respectivell7
. The Hindus were 65 percent dwellers of town and cantonments 

and only 35 percent in the country by virtue of their occupations show a higher 

percentage of literacy than Muslims68
. 

3.2 ESTABLISHMENT OF ISLA MIA COLLEGE 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan was deeply concemed about the prevailing 

slate of affairs in the province. Experimental Schools run in the Khyber in the fi rst half of 

the fi rst decade 0[201h CentllrY ... which were establi shed there as the result of the mutual 

efforts of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum and Sir George Roos-Keppel- had given promising 

6SAnnuai Report of Public Instructions in N.w.F.P. 1901-1902, pp.ll,2. 
66Quinquennium Report on Public Instruction in N.w.F.P., 1901-1920, p.14. 
h71bid., p.6. 
G8 Khyber Mail, January 1935. 
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result, and th is inspired Sahibzada Sahib to start think.;ng about the development of 

education on a grand scale. 

Si r George RODs-Keppel served as Political Agent, Khyber 6'0111 1899- 1908 and 

then as Chie f COJllmissioner and Agent to the Govcl11or General in the N0I1h-West 

Frontier Province from 1908-19 19. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum had al so served under Sir 

George RODs-Keppel as Ass istant Political Agen t fi'om J 898 to 191 8 and then Political 

Agent, Khyber, from May 19 1810 December 19 19. 

Their official relationship graduall y developed into warm fTi endship. As the 

intimacy grew between them as RODs-Keppel found an unfailing helper in Sahibzada 

Sahib. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum slowly ga ined the confidence of Roes-Keppel and 

became his most trusted fri end. After hi s appointment as Chief Commissioner of the 

Province, Roos·Keppel sought the advice of Sahibzada A bdul Qaiyum in all matters of 

importance and honoured him . Sahi bzada Abdul Qaiyum was thus "his Chosen interpreter 

and one time almost his second sel f-69
. They were different men, each suppl ying what the 

other lacked. Roos·Keppel considered him as hi s brother. 

In First World War (19 14·1918) , the yo unger brother of Sir George Ross Keppel 

got killed in the batt le, while hearing the news of hi s death he called a Training Dm'bar 

and while address ing the audience he said: 

"My brother h<ls got killed in the battl e and I am still a bachelor. After my death our race 

will end'-. While saying these words he began to lament and after that said, " 1 am happy 

on that I have my second brolher Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum is a li vc·,7o . The association of 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum and RoDs-Keppel served another purpose. It brought closer nyo 

men liked the Pathan and worked for them. The people's welfare being dear to their 

hearts, made them keen to work eagerly together fo r their moral. material and intell ectual 

progress. 

Roos-Keppel always thought that the Frontier was North-Western and not South­

Eastem in its outlook and the Pathan could onl y be tamed to civility with greater watch. 

6<lCaroc. Olaf. Sir. The r uthan with l\ Epilogue on Ru~s i a, Oxford University Press. KOr:Jchi , Eight Impression. 1992. p. 
414 
1OKhon, Muhamnllld Sarwar.Soba Sarlllld kaaikAzccmlnsan- MukhtOS<lrHalot-c ZindgiJ:lnab Sir Sahihzada Abdul 
Qaiyum Khan . p.19. 



28 

The found ation of Islamia Collegate School and College in conceit w ith Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyull1 was one of those taming efforts 71, 

RODs-Keppel himself was fluent in Pashto language and often used to make 

discussion with Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul11 for its development. Roes-Keppel was fluent in 

Pashia, who in collaboration with Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum and Qazi Abdul Ghani Khan 

compi led a book on Pashia grammar, ''The Pashlo Manua l" which was published in 1901 

by Humphrey Milford Oxford University Press fr0111 London, Edinburgh, Glasgow t 

Copenhagen, New York, Melbourne, Cape Town, Bombay, Calcut1a, Madras and 

Shanghai. This book even today is like a guideline for the learner of Pashia 

language72.The second impression of "The Pashia Manual" published in "1907 when be 

was serving as Captain in Kh yber. 

In 1901, Roos-Keppel also produced his own ed itions of Rev T. B. Hughes·'Ganj­

i-Pashto' and 'Tarikh-i-Sultan Mahmud-i-Ghaznavi' with their English translations. 

which became standard textbooks fo r Military officers replacing the older versions73 ror 

Lower and Higher Standard Examinations in Pashtu14. At the turn of the Twentieth 

century, Roos-Keppel was also the president of Central Committee of Examiner in 

Pashto. 

It was sometime during the year 1904 to 1906, at Landikotul on the cresl of the 

Khyber , that Roos-Keppel and Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum discussed the idea of 

establishing an institution of higher education for the "Afghan- ' boys of the Frontier 

Province. However the realization of the dream seemed difficult for the moment for both 

Roos-Keppel and Sahibzada Abd ul Qaiyulll were holding but subordinate posts. In such 

circumstances, they had to wait until the moment was right7s
. Sahibzada Abd ul Qaiyum 

felt his way the need of a higher institution for his Province and proceeded with 

detenninatioll. 

He was successful in drawing together a band of earnest and devoted workers to hi s 

causc. All of them had an interest in keeping on good tenl1S with both the Govcnunent 

71 Khan, Muhammad Anwar, The Role ofN.W.F.P. in the Freedom Struggle, TIle Research Society offlakismn. Lahorc, 
2000. p.43. 
7~ lbid .. p.17. 
1~NlIrul1 nh, History of Education in India, p . 171. 
N Roos-Kcppc\ , G, Captain nnd Qaz.i Abdul Gha~i Khan. TIIC HislOry ofSullnn Mahmud ofGhazni. Anglo-Snnskrit 
l'l\:ss, Lahore. 1908.p. l. 
n Baha. History of Islumin College, p.22. 
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and people. Some of them were GovCllll11Cn l contractors other lawyers a few merchants 

and finally a few Khans, the ritual ari stocracy of the region. All were quick to appreciate 

the advantages of such a col lege for their young men 76, 

In August 1908, RODs-Keppel became the head of the province and this ensured the 

implementation of the idea. He was full y aware of the educational backwardness of the 

Province. Consequently he adopted a new educational policy, lay stress on primary, 

secondary and collegate education77, Regarding collegate education, he would encourage 

private eff0l1s and give guidance and SlippOit to movement SOOI1 to be launched by some 

leaders of thoughts, guided by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, who was emi nently suited to 

play the role of intermediary between the administration and the public. On one hand he 

was in Government service and a finn fri end of the Chief Commissioner, on the other 

hand, because of his position he could influence his community. 

Hardly four month had passed when in earl y December 1908 Sir George Roos­

Keppel commented on the report of Public Instruction of his province for tllC year 1907-

1908 and expressed the following opinion regarding collegiate education: 

"The Chief Commiss ioner considers that the fac ili ties in th is Province fo r the suitable 

education of boys of good fami ly are at present inadequate. Both in the di stricts and 

across the Prov ince there exists a strong feel ing among the Mohammadan gentlemen in 

favour of a Provincia l College, established under the religious ausp ices where Arabic 

would be taught side by side with the more modern subjects. At present the only 

institution offer higher education of thi s kind in an attractive form arc the distant colleges 

at Lahore and Aligarh, and may safely be said that for every student from his Province 

who attend these seats of learn ing at least ten would avai l themselves of similar 

opportunit ies if offered local ly. As it is, lacking either the enterprise or the where-withal 

for his distant quest after knowledge, the great majori ty entered into man 's estate without 

any education worthy of the name ill -equipped ror a carrier Ollver' te aux talents and 

1(iBaha, Miss La!. North West Frontier I'fQvin(.'C Administmtion under the British Rule 1901-1919. NatiOnal 
Commission for Historical and Cuhural Research: Gn .... emmcnt ofPakistan, lslumabad. 1978. p.207, 
n Baha. History or l~lnmia College. p.2S. 
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condemned to the perpetual di scontent which lack of opporttmity must always breed in 

the well -born. The matter is achiev ing the Chief Commissioner attention" . 

Chief Commiss ioner ordered that a copy of foregoi ng Remarks be circulated with the 

Report and forwarded with the copies of the Report, to the Govemment of India 78. 

On 241h March 1909, Roes-Keppel held hi s first Darbar at the Government House 

Peshawar. In his address to Nawabs and Raises) he apprised them of his views and 

expressions, which he informed of the general conditions and other affai rs during hi s tour 

and visits to their areas. At the end of this speech, he broached the subject of education, a 

matter very dear to hi s heart. He spoke in the fo llowing manner: 

"The queslion of education faci lities is the one that rests mainly with you. III every di strict 

men have spoken to me about the necess ity for increasing the number of schools, for 

improving the pay of the teachers and fo r insti tuting an Islamia College at Peshawar. 

You know how much I have sympathy with you in these object and how ready 

government is to help those who help themselves, but I should like to bring it to yo ur 

notice in this as in other mrulY matters there has been too great tendency to lean entirely 

on govemmenl. I do not say that thi s is so in all cases, for in some di stricts which I have 

recent ly visited the leaders of the people have spo11laneollsly suggested a -'chanda" of a 

pie in the rupee on the revenue to be devoted to Education , and onl y the feel ing which thi s 

proposal indicate were to become general, we should have no fu rther difficulties on the 

subject. This Province wou ld then take the lead of the whole of Lndia in the matter of 

education instead of lagging behind as it has undoubtedly done hitherto. I see before me 

here representatives of nearl y all the fami lies and clans of the Province. Will you not seize 

th is opportunity to di scuss thi s and other important topics among yourself, foml a 

Provincial Committee and District Committee, and see what you can do to help yourself? 

Throughout the world the greatest respect is paid to the memory o f pioneers and 

benefactors of education, and if it is anything to you, as I think it is, to leave a good name 

behind, there is nothing of greater value to your fellowmen that YOli could take up or that 

wi ll secure you a more lasting fame. I look to your local pride and to your local patriotism 

11 Review by the Agent \0 the Governor General and Chief COl11l1lissioner . N. W.F.P. of the AnnulIl rcpurl or Public 
lnstnlction in the N. W.F.P. for the year 1907·1908 
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to accomplish much in this direction and to save this Province from being left behind in 

the race of progress. In the eyes of the world you have a great name and great tradition to 

maintain, and thi s cannot be done by isolated effort or by sitting still and looking on. You 

must organize and work untidely on a definite scheme and with a clear object in view,·79, 

Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul11 was destined to organize and lead them towards 

the achievement of thi s goal. He felt his way and proceeded wilh determination. He was 

successful in drawing together a band of earnest, devoted and enthusiastic workers to Ihj s 

cause. All of them had an interest in keepi ng on good tCIlTIS with both govemment and 

people. Their combined efforts led to an organized movement for the opening of a college 

at Peshawar. During a period of four years, between 1909 and 19 12, it passed through 

various stages. 

In August 1909, the Chief Commiss ioner while paymg a fonnal visit to the 

Himayat-i-Islam Islamia High School, Peshawar was received by a gathering of many 

leading Muslims. Presenting him with a welcome address, those gen tlemen, once again, 

stressed the need fo r Higher Education for their children. Roos-Keppel in reply welcomed 

the suggestion and infonncd them that he would shortly be paying a visit to the 

Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental Co llege at Aligarh while his way to Calcutla nnd returning. 

After that he would be in a bcttcr position to di scuss the issue in question8o . 

Accord ingly, Roos-Keppel accompanied by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum went to 

Aligarh and visited the Mohammadan College. They saw the great seat of learning and 

also met the few Path an boys who were studying there, and who gave them a warm 

reception. The Path an students collected donation of Rs. 100 and presented it to Roos­

Keppel and Sahibzada Sahib and requested them, that thi s donation be spent for the 

cstablishment of a college in Fronticr. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum ordered his servant 

Habibullah to keep thi s money with him which will be utili zed for the establishment of 

Darul-Ulum in Peshawar81
. On their return Roos-Keppel was again approached by the 

leading Muslim gentry who again broached the subject. 

19 Speech of Sir Gcorge Roos-Kcppcl on March 24. J 908 in Oarb'lr. File No. 28-43-FRP. J 904-1931. Trhal Research 
CeII. No.786/G.L 
~oQaiym. Sahib;r.adn. Abd\ll, "Jnilial Rcpon Darul- Ulum-i-Islnmia, Suba-Snmnd. Peshawar. June 5, 1912, pp.I-2 . 
81 Khall, Muhammad Sarwar. Sob:. Sarhad Kn Aik Azccm 111&1", Mukhtasar HaJal-e Zindgi Jmwb Sir Snhibzada Ahdul 
Qaiyum Khan, pp.22-23. 
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The Chief Commissioner thought it necessary to gauge the extent to which the 

various sections of the Muslim public of the Province were penneatcd with the desire to 

obtain higher education. Agreeing with his proposal, a Provincial Committ ee led by Qazi 

Muhammad Akbar, the incharge of the Himayat-i- Islam Islamia High School, circul ated 

an open printed Ictter in U1C various distri cts. This enquiry evoked "an enthusiastic 

response" and was endorsed and returned by numerous leading people throughout the 

Province. It revealed that absence of college was being keenly felt in all parts of Province 

and genuine desire existed 10 have one. 

Before the representatives of the Musl im coml11un.it y met the Chief Commissioner 

to lay before him the findings of their inquiry, they came to know that he was about to 

leave fo r his home country. They were advised that deputation should call the 

Govemment House on the November 1, 1909, the date of his handing over the charge to 

his successor, W. R. H. Merk. so that he should recommend their case to hjmll2. 

Merk like Roos-Keppel was an old Frontier Officer being well acquainted wi th the 

people. He commanded the widest and sincerest love and respect of the entire Muslim 

community. The officiating Chief Commissioner was sympathetic but told the deputation 

that he would, in his forthcomi ng tour of the districts, have an oPPOItunity gauging the 

feeli ngs of the people himself, and if he found the people keen enough to have a coll t:ge, 

he would send for an expert who would give the scheme tangible shape. 

The Chief COllunissioner's enqui red, however, complete ly convinced him o r "the 

widespread desire for a college'·. Keep ing his word, he then invited the Dean of the 

Aligarh College, Maulana Muhammad Abdullah Ansari, to meet the representative of the 

Musl ims in order to confer 0 11 the subject. 

On January 18, 1910, a deputation met Merk and in hi s presence a COl11mitlee was 

fonned. Sahi bzada Abdul Qaiyum was selected the Honorary Secretary of that 

Committee. On the same day the Committee discussed the scheme with the Dean of 

Al igarh College, and drew wi th his help a rough outl ine of the whole project. On the 

fo llowing day while presenting that rough out line to the Chief Commiss ioner, they 

requested him to help them financially. The Chief Commissioner asked for the formal 

1ZW.R.H .. Merk to Sccrewry, Government of tndia, October 3. 1910, enclosing LeU!..-rs from the leading gentlemen of 
Peshawar to the Chief Commissi()lwf. Indinn Education Proceedings, Vo1.8699. August 1911. Prnceeding No. 5)·54 . 
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presentation enclosing the plans and estimates of tbe proposed College and embodying 

their requirements for tlle submission to the Imperial Government. The following were 

the leading gentlemen who were the members of the very first lslamia College Committee 

on May 24,1910. 

1. Colonel. Nawab Muham mad Aslam.K.han 

2. Muhammad Azam Mohmand. 

3. Ghulam Hassan. 

4. Mufti Fida Muhammad. 

5. Ghulam Sarwar. 

6. Dost Muhammad Tehkal. 

7. Yusuf Ali, Jagirdar. 

8. Muhammad Jan Kafoor Dheri. 

9. KarimBakhsh. 

10. Khusha!. 

11. Muhammad Zaman Mullazai . 

12. Syed Mahdi Shah, Manager, "The Afghan". 

13. Zaffar Khan. 

14. M. Abdul Aziz, Bar-at-Law. 

15. Muhammad Sarfaraz ofChamkalli. 

16. Abdul Aziz, Honorary Secretary(For only a few months in 1910) 

17. KJlan Bahadur Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan, Honorary Secretary. 

Most probably drafted by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan, the representation was an 

important document, obviously aiming to enlist the sympathy and active cooperation of 

all the parties concerned. On one hand it envisaged the association of the educational 

interests of the Muslim community with those of the political interests of the British 

Government and on the other, the introduction of a higher course of Arabic teaching in 

the scheme meant the collaboration of the Ulema class whose influence was a force to 

reckon with on the North-West Frontier. Dwelling first of all upon the advantages of 

Islamia College, the Committee pointed out that: 
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"The Mus lims of this Provi nce have graduall y awakened to the fact that their 

backwardness in higher University education debars them from serving the govcllll1l cnt as 

they would wish and otherwise seriously handicaps them in the proper di scharge of their 

duties. The rapid progress of India under the benign rul e of British Govcmment and the 

more complex condition of modern ex istence rendered it compulsory for them~ if they are 

nol to sink into mere insignificance- to keep abreast of modern education advancement. 

To meet this necessity. therefore, they need a college which wou ld not merely provide a 

h"aining ground fo r the youth of our Province but would constitute a nucleus of rightly 

trained intellectual activity and would enab le them to play an honourable role in the 

hi story of the country and progress of Empirc,,83. 

The Committee had thus in the first instance two objectives to reali ze: 

"First, that our yo ung men should grow up to be broadminded Muslims and secondl y, that 

they should from the very beginning of their training regard loya lty to the British Thome 

as one of their highest and noblest qualifi cations". 

However the aim of Committee was not to estab li sh an A.is College alone. They like 

Muslims a ll over India had rea lized that '-any scheme of educating the young which 

leaves out of its scope religious and moral trai ning is not su ited to the needs of their 

community". 

It was even more imperati ve in their Province than in other parts of India, where the 

influence of the Ulema class in the national and political life of the people was a 

significant factor. This, on no account , they could ignore or overlook and for this purpose 

they would introduce a higher course of Arabic in the College which would be in their 

view: 

;· ... .. .. . not onl y to produce able and loyal graduates but also to tlIrn out Mullahs who, fuIly 

equipped with the modern progress of Islamic thought and an intell igent application of 

modern civilization, wi ll go ou t of the Province and across the border and preach more 

wholesome doctrine". 

Sl Baha, UII, Baha, Lal, Dr. History of lslnmia College, Peshawar, Vol-I (1913-1953), the Aays, Pcsh:lwar, 2013, ['1.29 
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They were thus confident that: 

-, .. .. such a scheme would not only be popular in thi s province but would evoke 

enthusiasm of OUf co·religionist across the border and beyond. The Mullah who is so 

imp0l1ant a ractor in our national life and who occasionally looms so large on the political 

horizon wi ll have true knowledge brought to hi s door. The thousands o f Talibs, who for 

centuries past have fl ocked to Peshawar, will find a new educational world and by seeing 

wi th thei r own eyes an institution in which the Govcl1unent patronised pure Islamic 

Education, would carry back pleasing impressions which it would be hard to efface. This 

intercourse in the pursuit of knowledge is bound to fosler fri endly feelings and quell 

fanatic ism, and would directl y tend to sink deeper the fou ndation of the Empire". 

And that: 

" ..... The Alumni of our College will go out with training and feelings of deep seated 

loyalty which will be direct contrast to the regrettable seditious and anarchist attitude of 

some educated persons in the other parts of Ind ia". 

Finnly believing the Committee ended that: 

< ........ an Islamic College in Peshawar would prove to the Government of greate r 

advantages than a fort of gan'isons on the frontier84
., . 

Regarding ways and means, the Committee analysing the si tuation stated that Muslim 

community was poor and illspite of "their united and Fervent determinat ion", they would 

be unable to meet tll e whole cost of the project which according to estimate would be Rs. 

3,34,500 for initial expenditure on buildings, equipment and Rs. 55,200 for annual 

recurring charges. They therefore requested the Government that they should share half 

the in it ial cost and half the recurring charges by treating the case of the Frontier Islamia 

Collegess. 

The reali sation of the remain ing half cost would be done from the Muslim 

community by three ways, first by donation from the well-to-do people, secondly by 

&-I leum of thc Lcading gcntlcmcn of Pcslmwllr \0 thc Chicf Commissioner, N.W.F.r. May 24 .191 0 
I!Saha. History o r Islam Collcge, p.3 1. 
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subscriptions from Muslim Government employees from their pay and thi rdly by the 

contribution frOI11 Muslims revenue payers. 

The Commiltee infonned the officiating Chief Commissioner that most of the 

land- revenue payers had already shown their will ingness to voluntarily pay for the four 

years an extra six pies, or if necessary, one anna with each rupee o f the land revenue. 

This, they bel ieved would cause no hardship or inconvenience to even the poorest revenue 

payer, who was, in fact , accustomed to give sometbing in charity at each harvest. They 

hoped that the Govcmment would approve thi s step and extend their cooperation by 

authorising their reven ue collecting agency to receive these contributions. 

Simultaneously, the COlllmittee also undertook the selection of a site for the 

proposed college. About 46 acres of land on the Peshawar- Kohat road, which 

approximate cost was shown to be Rs. 20000 was inspected by the Oanison Engineer and 

Lieutenant Colonel O. L. Dukt: a Civil Surgeon at Peshawar. In conclusion the 

Committee made it clear that if even they could sl8l1 a college without aid from the 

Oovelllment, the better course for them would st ill be a humbly ask for the association 

and active cooperation for the mlers in a work of such fa r-reaching beneficent results. 

On receiving the detail s from Ihe Committee, Mcrk sought the advice of Sir 

Theodore MOlTison, the Pri ncipal of Aligarh College. whom he had presumably invited to 

Peshawar fo r this purpose. After carefully going through the details of Commi ttee, Mr. 

Theodore MOiTison made some suggestions with regard to cUlTi culum and fund of the 

proposed College. He also submitted his recommendations and proposal about the 

constitution and the governing body of the College, as that subject had not been 

mentioned by the Comm ittee. 

Avail ing himself freely of those suggestions, Merk wrote to Mian Abdul Aziz, 

Personal Assistant to the then Revenue Commissioner. The latter had just assumed the 

duties oftlle Honorary Secretary to the Committee from Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum who in 

the meant ime had left for Chitral as Extra- Assistant Commissioner and Assistant Political 

Agent86
. 

Regarding the const itution and governing body of the College, it was suggested 

in the Merk ' s letter that there should first be a body of the Governor composed of abollt 

16 l ctlCfofMcrk to Mill!1 Abdul Aziz, May 27.1910. 
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100 persons and secondly a syndicate consisting of 8 to 12 members who should 

constitute the executive body of the College, thirdly, two Committees or the Faculties to 

advise the Governor and the Syndicate and be thei r sole channel of communication with 

lhe staff of the College and students. The Chief Commissioner enqu ired from the 

Committee as how they would select the above mentioned three govemillg bodies and 

who would select, appoint and remove the Principal? It was further suggested that the 

Constitution and functions of the three governing bodies would be as such; 

·· ......... lhe Governor and Trustees shall be one half representatives of Orienta! and 

Theological learning and one half of Western Education. The function oflh is body should 

be to sanction the broad lines of policy upon which the College is to be established". 

"That the Syndicate should consist of 6 to J 0 members chosen by the Governors and the 

Principal should have a seat on the Syndicate ex-officio but not have a vote when any 

questi on relating to his pay, leave or conduct is under consideration or instead of a scat he 

might be given the right to be present at meeting of the Syndicate"". 

"The Chairman of the Syndicate should correspond and function to the Honorary 

Secretary of Aligarh College. He should not be in the service of the govcrnment. Lastly 

Ihe Syndicate should meet once a week, appoint the Professors in consultation with the 

Principal and genera ll y gove rn the College through Principar'. 

"The COll1l1lilleeS or Faculties should advise the Governors and Syndicate upon 

Theological and Oriental education and the other on European education. The Oriental 

Faculty would consist paJ1ly of members of the Body of government with purely orien tal 

education and part ly of learned Maulvis and Doctors of Quranic Studies and Law. Tbe 

Faculty would suggest regulations and books for the teaching of Theology, Law, Arabic 

and Persian elc. it would also suggest the course of religious and theological instruction, 

which would be obligatory upon the whole College i.e. both sides, Oriental and European 

sides. The Occidental Faculty would be similarly composed and advised similarl y for it s 

side". 
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Likewise the functions and duties of the Principal would be the fo llowing: 

"To the students the Principal should be the fmal au thority. The order of the Syndicate 

should issue through the Principal. He should have executive authority in the College and 

in the Boarding House and over all the sta fr and employees". 

" It Illay be we ll to have h"lo Vice Principals under I1jm. one for the Oriental and the other 

for the Occidental side", 

"The Principal ... .. Il1USI however be accountable to the Syndicate for his stewardship. He 

wi ll have 10 give the Syndicate and to the Governors full infonnation and must obey their 

fully considered opinions and orders. The ultimate power rests with them and not with the 

Principal" . 

The Committee complying with the request of the Chief Commissioner put 

forward their views on June 6, 1910 as to what courses of study and cUlTicululTI they 

intended to select for their proposed College. The College according to them would be 

affi liated to some university like the Punjab, as an affiliated insti tution, it had to comply 

'::;~h thc ;\uvi:sions of Section 19-24 oflhe Indian Universities Act 1904. 

Consequently the course of the studies for the various examinations prescribed by 

the university would thus be taught in their College as well. Anyhow they would leave the 

actual selection of the books to the Principal, who they hoped he an experi enccd man 

besides being the educationist of great repute. 

However the selection of course of study for the Oriental branch of the College was 

a matter to which the Committee "devoted cons iderab le attention". They thought Ihat: 

"A great dea l depend on a proper se lection of the curriculum and if OUl' work is to prove 

successful we must so mould the traditional course of Arabic teaching as to blend with it 

some of the li berali zing influence of the west". 

This aim they believed would be achieved by adopting the courses of study of two 

institutions of Lndia i.e., the Oriental College Lahore and Nadwat-ul -Ulema institution in 

lucknow The Oriental College Lahore taught uplO Nadwat-ul-Ulema standard which 

crossespond to the Master of Arts on the English side, and the textbooks prescri bed in that 

College included translations of European works on History, Psychology, Mathematics, 

l ogic, Ethics and Philosophy. The Nadwat-ul wU lema on the other hand had been entirely 

a religious body, composed of the leading Muslim Maulvis of whole of India. This body 
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was doing excellent work in propagating Arabic learning particularly Islamic Theology 

under the patronage of the Government of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. 

The Committee therefore proposed to adopt main ly the textbooks of these two 

institutions as well as the Arab ic College at Deoband for their Oriental Faculty. They al so 

hoped to introduce the work of such eminent modem exponents of Islamic thoughts as the 

Late Sir SyeJ Ahmad Khan, the late Maulvi Mehdi Ali known as Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk 

and the Right Han'able Syed Amir Ali 81
. 

Agreeing entirely with the Chief Commissioner's suggestions concernmg the 

Constitution and the Governing body of the College . the Committee fe lt that the Chief 

Commissioner should be the patron of the institution and that the constitution should be 

so framed as "to leave some definite some powers in the hands of the head of the 

Province". 

They suggested that 40 governors of the College should be nominated by the 

Government and the remaining 60 should be elected by the Muslim members of the 

various DistTicts Boards and the Municipals COlllmittees, more or less on the population 

basis in the fol lowing proportion: 

Table 1: District Board and Municipal Committee of Islamia College, reshOtw"r 

District Board and Population No. of Governors 

Municipal Commi ttees 

District Population 8 Lakh 30 

I? Ibid., p. 35. 
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Hazara 5 LakJl 12 

Kohat 2 Lakh 6 

Bannu 2 LakJ, 6 

Oera Ismail Khan 2 Lakh 6 

The governor's term of service was fi ve years and one who contributes Rs. 20,000 or 

more would become a life member. The Distri ct Board and Municipal Committee would 

be at libcI1y to elect either any or their own members or outsiders. A governor once 

elected or nominated can be elected on the expiry of his original telln of office. 

Moreover the Syndicate, the Committee opined that should consist of 12 members instead 

of 10 as suggested by the Chief Commissioner. Out of these 8 should be selected by the 

governors and remaining 4 should be nominated by the Government. Also the Director of 

Public instruction N.W.F.P. might be made an ex-offi cio member of Syndicate. Besides 

that the two advisory Com mittees should be selected by the Governors with the approval 

of the Patron. Similarly the selection, appointment and remova l of the Principal should 

rest wi th the body of Governors in consultation with the Patron, and that he should be ex ­

officio member of the Syndicate. 
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Accord ing to the above suggestion of the Committee, the Government would 

score a fa ir representation of the above body of the Govemors and the Syndicate with 40 

and 4 nominated members respectively. Also the Director of Publi c Instruction N.W.F.P. 

as an ex-officio memberss , 

At the end, the Committee infonned the Chief Commiss ioner to have found a 

handsome source of income for the maintenance of their proposed College il1 obtaining 

soon the proprietary rights oftbe premises of the Frontier Islamia Club, Peshawar. 

Islam ia Club which was a registered body and owned house property outside the Kabuli­

gate was previously built from funds raised by subscriptions from the Musl im communi ty 

in 1901-\902. The annual income of th is Club from rent was Rs. 4000. As the Club 

property was erected from public funds belonging to the Musl im Community and the 

chief objective of the Islamia Club was to support the cause of education among the 

Muslims, the Trustees and the Members of the Managing Committee of the Islamia Club 

were therefore entirely willing to transfer the proprietary rights of the premises to the 

Govemors of the proposed lslamia College. 

Dwell ing upon the advantages of the scheme the offi ciating Chief 

Commissioner strongly recommended it on October 3, 19 10 to the Impelial Government , 

thus wrote: 

"Vle believe that it will do more. than anything to bring in to the stream of modern 

civilization thi s back·water of lndia. There call be no question that the more intelligent 

men, not only in th is Province, but also among tile Frontier tribes and in Afghanistan will 

avai l themselves of tile means. thus brought to their door of bringing and raising the 

future generations out of darkness of by·gone ages which slilllingers in these pmis. The 

College will serve as a Illost useful link to connect Muslim conservative ol1hodoxy with 

modem life and modem educat ion. It will be observed that the constitution and scheme of 

the College is carefully devised as to Cilli st the sympathy and support of the Maulvis and 

Ulcm3 classes which are so powerful among the Patbans,·89. 

n Mcrk leller to Abd ul Aziz, May 27,1910. 
19 Merk to Secretary Govt:mmcnt of India, October J, 1910. 
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3.3.1 Collection of Subscriptions for the Islanua College 

In the beginning of 1911 Roos~ Keppel rctumed from leave in England 

and Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was transfCITcd back to the Kllybcr Agency. Both of them 

immediately took up the issue with renewed vigour and gave a new momentum to the 

movement by their enthusiasm. 

In April 191 1 a Provincial Committee with Distri ct Committees was 

fonned ill order to collect subscription for the College. Hamilton Grant, the Deputy 

Commissioner of Peshawar and Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum were appoi nted the joint 

secretari es of the Provincial Committee. 

A meeting of the notables of Peshawar, chaired by Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyulll was held at the resident of Abdul Karim, a con tractor of Peshawar, in wh ich a 

commi ttee was constituted for the co ll ection of subscript ions. After the formation of the 

Committee, the meeting appealed for donation to meet the initial need for the constructi on 

of Darul·Ulum. The response was posit ive from the audience90
. In May 19 11 , it was 

reported that the "utmost interest has been excited and a ll classes including the most 

bigoted Mullahs are exerting them to help)·9 L. The Committee has a vast netwo rk both at 

provincial and di stri ct level. 

The Vice Presiden ts of the Provincial Committee. each were requ ired to donate Rs. 

10,000 and its members Rs.I 000 where the Vice Presidents of the Districis Committees 

and their members Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 500 respectively. The first and foremost offer 

towards donation came fr0111 Abdul Karim, a contractor with a princely purse of Rs. 

10,000. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum acknowledged hi s contribution in these wo rds: 

"Abdul Karim. cont ractor has been the foremost mall who stepped forward in the realm of 

large heartedness and became a cheerful giver of Rs. 10.000 for the well -being of the 

community with an extra promise to instantl y provide more money as Qarza.e· Hasana 

for the purchase ofland if neooed. It is Truth that this God feari ng man tumed out to be 

the first supporter of the College whose ungrudging bounty, encouragement and hope had 

been an asset in thi s noble aim. The community thus might be indebted to him. Sethi 

'10 Suhan.i.Rolllc. Thc North· Wcst Frontier (Khybn Pakhtullkhwa) Essay on History. Oxford University Press, 2013. 
~.J94. 
I Roos.Kcppc1 Lo BUller. May I, 1911. BULler Papers Vo1.]2 
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Sahib also promised to provide bricks on cheap rates for the construction of the College 

building92
, 

Other leading subscribers were KJlan Bahadur Mian Rahim Shah, K.I.E. Kaka KJlcl 

who promised one Lac rupees. Khan Bahadur Haji Mian Karim Bakhsh contributed fifty 

thousand rupees for the College Mosque. The Nawab of Amb promised o ne Lac and 

N awab of Dil" promised one Lac and a quarter of rupees besides 400 trees for building 

purposes. Nawab of Mohmand and Nawab Mohahat Khan of Toro promised tcn thousand 

rupees each 93 . 

On May 29, 1911 , a meeting of subscriber of Islamia College Fund was held at the 

Town Hall , Peshawar with Nawab Muhammad Aslam Khan , and K.C.l.E. in chair. 

Among other resolutions unanimously adopted the most important were: 

"that the proposed lslamia College be called the "Darul-Ulum-i- Islamia, Subai Sarhad", 

proposed by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan C.I.E., Seconded by Khan Bahadur Mian 

Abdul Rahim Shah Kaka Khel". 

"That a sub-committee be appointed to frame rules and regulations for the administration 

of the "OaruJ-U lum" and that these may after approval be registered under "Library 

Scientific and Charitable Societies Act XXl-1860" proposed by Maulvi Saaduddin Khan, 

Pleader, seconded by Mian Abdul Aziz , Bar-at-Law". 

"That until the institution is registered and permanent Committee is finally appointed, a 

temporary Committee may be appointed to transact all important matters in connection 

with the "Darul-Ulum". 

Proposed by Mufti Fida Muhammad Khan, Bar-at-Law and seconded by Maulvi Ghulam 

Hassan Khan. 

"That Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan, Khan Bahadur, C.I.E. and A. H. Grant, C. I.E .. 

I.C.S. may be appointed Joint Secretaries of the said institution, who shall have power to 

appoint Assistant Secretaries whenever required". 

91 Q3iyum, Sah ibzada Abdul, Initial RI,.-pon, Darul-Ulurn-i- Islamill Suoo Sarhad, Peshawar. June 5, 19 12. p.p.3·4. 
93 Daily Paisa Akhbar, Lahore. May 27, 19 1 J. 
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Proposed by Maulvi Gh ulam Hassa n KJml1. seconded by Qazi Muhammad Akbar Khan: 

"That the deputation be sent 10 d ifferent parts of the Frolllier Provi nce with a view 10 

collect subscriptions and that the Joint Secretaries may select members for these 

deputations and make other necessary arrangements connected thcrewi th··94
. 

In pursuance of the resolution, deputat ions were thus fonned and sent to 

various pm1s of the Frontier Province to raise funds for the Darul-Ululll. In earl y June 

1911, Si r Sahihzada Abdul QaiyuIU led a deputation of leading persons of Peshawar to 

Hashtnagaf. An unprecedented warm and fervent welcome awaited them everywhere. In 

about twelve days, they visited, Tangi, Sherpao, Umarzai, Turangzai and Prang. It was 

repOlted that speeches of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum were extremely impressive and soul­

stirring, almost bewitching the aud ience. Khan Bahadur Haji Ghulam Haider Khan of 

Tangi WI;tes: 

''The magical orato ry and impress ive speeches of Sahibzada had the effect of me lting the 

heart of people and persuaded them to\vards donations··95
. 

Another account says: 

"The people showered rupees, ashrafi s and notes with Immense love and 

sinceriry,,96, Wi thin six month, by October J 9 11, five Lac rupees had been collected and 

promised. Later on in a meeting of the College Committee it was dec ided through a 

resolution that all those who had donated a sum of rupees one Lakh or more to the Fund 

of Islamia College would be called " the Benefactors of the Darul-U lum", and all those 

who subscribed a sum of rupees ten thousand or more would be known as "the supporters 

of the Islamia College". The names of Benefactors of Islalllia College are: 

I . Nawab Badshah Khan Sahib , Nawab of Dir. Rs. 1,25,000 

2. KJ1311 Bahadur Mian Rahim Shah Sahib Kaka KJlel. Rs. i , i5,OOO. 

3. Nawab Sir Muhammad Khan-i-Zaman Sahib, Nawab of Amb. Rs.l, 00,000. 

The names of "SupP011ers of the Islamia College" are: 

I. Nawab Abdur Rahman, Khan ofTeri. Rs. 50,000 

2. KhaLlzadaFateh Muhammad and Brothers of Mardan. Rs. 50,000 

'IotKIHIn. N~ltshad , "Arts ~nd Leiters Siunnual Research }oumul of S(}Cilll Sdem:es and Isl<llllic SWdies and Languuges"". 
Editor. Dr. Nuush:nl lslmnia College University of Pcshuwnr Vu l.l , NO.6. tAUlulllll , 2005): p.p.6-7. 
9! Daily Paisa Akhbar, Lahore::. June 21 , 1911. 
96 Daily Paisa Akhbar, Lahore, May 5 lind JUlie 15. 1911. 
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3. Haji Karim Baksh, Sethi of Peshawar. Rs. 50,000. 

4 . Sir Shujaui Mulk. Mehtar o f Chitral. Rs. 20,000. 

5. Khan Muhammad Hussian Khan, Jagi rdar of Gar hi Habibullah. Rs. 12000. 

6. Nawab Ghulam Qaism Qutb-ud-Din Khan of Tank. Rs. 12000. 

7. Kahan Bahadur Abdul Hameed Khan ofNowshera. Rs. 12000. 

8. Khan Badahur Nawab Muhammad Hussain Khan, Chief ofMohmand. Rs. 10,000. 

9. Khan Bahadur Nawab Mohabat KJlan ofToru. Rs.IO,OOO. 

10. Abdul Karim , Contractor of Peshawar. Rs.1 0,000. 

II . Haji Mohahat Khan of Prang. Rs. 10,000. 

12. Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan Sadozai, Nawab of Dcra. Rs. 10,000. 

13. Khan Bahadur Muhammad Azam Khan ofKundi.Rs.! 0,000. 

3.3.2 The C hoice of the Site for Darul-Ulull1 

It was dec ided in the resolution 8 of the Subscriber's meeting that A.H. 

Grant and Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, the Joint Secretaries had to hunt for a suitable 

site to be acquired for the College. The site already selected by the Committee on the 

Pcshawar- Kohat road did not appeal to the Joint Secretaries. Seeking the adv ice of 

Roos Keppel, they eventually succeeded in selecting the ex ist ing site. 

This is the same site where Afghans under the leadership Muhammad Akbar 

Khan gave a cl1lshing defeat to Sikh General Hari Singh in 1837. It is also the same 

place where in Second Century A.D., there was a large Buddhist monastery of the 

time of Kushan ruler which linked up the Islamia College with a remote past and 

made it the successor of a renowned educational institution of a great epoch of culture 

and civilization in Asia97
• 

Accordingly during the years 19 11 and 1912, the Joint Secretari es acqu ired an 

area of 199 acres The acquisi tion was done through private negotiations. The land 

according to Sahibzada Abdul QaiYlIIll was "purchased at the average rate of Rs. 150 

91Principal Rcpon on chc Progrcss of isl:lm;a College :lnd lslamia Collegiace School, Peshawar. during the year 1915-
19 16.p.2. 
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per Jarib and a special concession was made in the rates by tbeowncrs as part ofthek 

donat ions towards the inslitution··(}II, 

3.3.3 Foundation Ceremony of Islalllia College, Peshawar 

After the collection of necessary subscript ions and acquiring of land for the 

DalUl-Ulum, next step was to lay the foundation slone of the proposed institution. For 

thi s purpose Sahibzada Abdu l Qaiyum invited all the leading Ulema, scholars, 

religious divines and notable personali ties in the province and beyond, and March 21, 

191 2 was selected the day of foundation of Darul-Ulu l11 and the adjacent Mosque. A 

congregation of2s-30 thousands individuals from the Province, Tribal arcas and other 

pm1s of India participated in the Foundation Ceremony ofDarul-Ulum. 

Ceremony began with the recitation of the Holy Quran by Maulana Abdullah 

Abbasi commonly known as Qutub Shah. After that Nawab Abdul QaiyulI1 Lodhi and 

Colonel Aslam KJlall Sadozai took a bucket of lime and forward a silver mason trowel 

towards Hazrat Haji Sahib and requested him to lay the foundat ion stone while the 

later laid the foundation stone of the COllege99
. 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum laid the foundation stone of the co llege from Haji 

Sahib of Turangzai because of two reasons, firstly, be was a great religious and 

spiri tual personality of his age and was struggling for the upheaval for the 

advancement of education in the Frontier, and secondly, the people of the Frontier 

avo id their children to get admission in the instinltions opened under the guardianship 

of English with fear that such institu tion may not covert their children into 

Christi ani ty. Sahibzada Sahib thought that by layi ng the foundation stone from such a 

religious personality like that of Haj i Sahib o f Turangzai would vanjshed away from 

the minds of parents and they will not be reluctant to get adm ission thei r younger in 

th is Institution. 

All participants were entertained with refTeshment and food and excellent 

arrangements were made by the organizers and workers who took upon themselves to 

911 Abdul Qaiyuln to the Dircc\{lr or Public Instruction . N. W.F. !'., Octoix.'f 26, 1916. A loose File in the old record or the, 
Darul-U1uln. 
99Ja\!id, Aziz. Bar-c-Saghccr Kc Tchrcck-i·Azadi Ka A ik Azccill Mujahid: Huji Sahib TUrllngzui. Edal"'J Tchqttk \Vii 

Tasnccf, Pakistan .p.p.8S.86. 
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pay for all the expenses of the function. Khan Bahadur Haji Mian Kari m Bakhsh 

distributed sweets and Lungis etc among the Ulema. 

On June 23, 19 12, a special meet ing of the Committee which was held at the 

Qaisiriya J. Hall , Islamia Club. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, the Honorary Secretary and 

incharge of the College funds presented a detailed repol1 about subscriptions and it 

was found that so far an amount of eight lakh and ten thousand rupees had been 

promised. Out of thi s about three lakh eleven thollsand and five hundred had al ready 

been collected. The campaign for the collection of subscriptions continued and it only 

ceased when an amount of fifteen lakh nlpees had been collected. 

In May 19 12, the College Committee submitted second presentation to the 

Chief Commissioner. It embodied the proposals on the various aspects of the College 

Scheme in final fo rm which were worked out under the personal supervision of Roos­

Keppel. 

Acknowledging gratefully the debt of Roos-Keppel in rendering moral support to 

them, they were glad to comment that " the dormant sense of Ollr community is 

awakened and that necessity for education on modern lines as well as the Oriental 

classics is rea ll y fe lt by us ... and lhat an institution of thi s kind proposed was really a 

keenly felt want" . 

The lslamia College, proposed the Committee as they did previously, would 

be a triple institution containing an Oriental Faculty. Arts College and a High School. 

This divi sion into Oriental and Arts Faculti es was due to their strong conviction that 

religious instructions were an integral part of the education as a whole, as they 

expressed it: 

"Every true educationist, not only in India but throughout the c ivili zed world has 

come to the conclusion that no education divorced from its religious instructions is of 

an y permanent use to any community. Whatever may be the state of affairs elsewhere 

it is our fi nn belief that the old circumstances of the Muslim comm unity in thi s 

Province make it our boundcn duty to make some real and tangible provisions for this 

kind of educat ion in our schemel> . 
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In the Oriental Faculty therefore enlightened religious instructions, coupled with 

secular education on modern lines to a certai n extent would be imparted. The 

objective of this Faculty was thus set ou t thus: 

"Our chief aim in this facul ty will however be to turn out Mullahs not of the ignorant 

and fanatical type that we have got at present but gentlemen imbued with enlightened 

and civi li zed ideas, their fanaticism eradicated and their mind filled with rational , 

humane and sound religious plincipies with their whole nature pennealed with 

devotion and loyalty to the Bri tish Crown, a duty which is ordained by our religion in 

its true spirit and light and which should be the marked characteri stic of every true 

and sincere fo llower of Islam. It is a fact.. .. .lhat the Mullahs wield a grea ter amount 

of influence over our co- religionists not only on thi s side of the Frontier but across the 

border and anywhere else. It is our belief that the type of Mullahs we proposed to turn 

out of our College will exercise humanizing and civilizing influence over our brethren 

in the independent territory, which needless to say will materially contribute towards 

our own peace and tranquility besides making them the most Joyal adherents of the 

British Empire" . 

The students of the Oriental Faculty, th.e Committee explained would be talibs who wuuld 

be granted special stipends for two years of course. In the first instance 25 scholarships 

would be awarded so that the branch might be expected to open with 25 students. 

As fa r as an AI1s College and a High School were concc111cd, the Committee would 

make previsions for the "study of modern languages and sc iences" in them because their 

introduction was considered by them as the ir solemn duly as they expressed it: 

" .... the Muslim Community in Ind ia has become keenly alive to this need with strong 

desire to keep abreast with the other sister communities in thi s country and this have been 

fuJly well real ized by every thoughtful Muslim here. We would therefore be failing in our 

duty to our community were we to stal1 an educational institution where an Arts Faculty 

had no place, it was therefore, our bounden duty to make provisions for a decent Al1s 

College in our scheme, and this on the ground that we were fully convinced that cheap 

educat ion is worse than no education al all". 
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At the same time the Committee availed the opportunity of thanking the Imperial 

Govcmmenl for their generous grant of Rs. 2,00.000 towards the capital expenditure and 

Rs. 25,000 for recurri ng expenditure for the upkceping of the College. They requested the 

Chief Commissioner to enquire if the Educat ion Department would be \.\' illing to lend 

them serv ices of two officers of the Indian Educational Service to serve as Principal of the 

College and Headmaster of the SchoolJOo, 

Regarding the management and control of the College, the Committee submitted certai n 

proposals which were entirely different from the previous ones. 

In the new proposals the overall control and management of the College was left 

to three bodi es namely the Governors of the College, the Board of Trustees and the 

Counci l of Management. The Committee has the power to select one hundred members of 

Board of Governors among the people who had contributed materially for the CoJlege. 

The Board of Trustees has twenty members selected by the Govern ing body from among 

themselves for five years for matters related to the investment of the College and budget 

etc. the Counci l of Management consisted of fourteen members, five of them being high 

ranking Government officials i.e. the Deputy Comm issioner, Peshawar, the Director of 

Public lnstructions, the Inspector General of Police, the ComlllAnding Royal Engineer and 

the Chief Medical Officer. The rest of Ihe nine members will be selected by the Board of 

Trustees annually and overall function of Council of Management was general cont rol 

over all matters of the College. 

The details of the above scheme were worked out by the Committee under the 

personal supervision of Roos.Keppel. He forwarded the proposal on September 26, 19 12 

to the Government of India for approval. The Government of India responded favourably 

with the suggestion that College rules should provide that the Chief Commiss ioner should 

have the power to suspend the constitution of the institutions and direct its authorities to 

take such action as might appear to him desirable lO l
. The College Committee however 

opposed thi s suggestion considering Ihat it gave aa ltogether too sweeping" powers 10 the 

Chief Commissioner and that it might have the effect of converting "an independent aided 

ICO ne Commiuec Of lhc Islalll ia College 10 Sir George Roos-Kl"PC1. May 22, 1912 . Indinn Education Proceedings 
Vol.S94J, NO\'clllber 19] 2, p.p. ] 76-177. 
101 Leiter of Joint Secretary to the Government o rlndia. Novcmbt.'1' 22, 191 2 
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College into a purely government institution with which the subscribers have little to do 

but to subscribe". At this Roos-Keppel proposed that Chief Commissioner may be only 

entrusted with the power of veto any measure passed by the three managing bodies. The 

Government of India agreed with the proposals of Roes-Keppel on the condit ion that the 

Principal of the College would be equipped with adequate di sc iplinary powers regarding 

both the staff and students. The College Committee accepted it lO2
. 

A section or the Hindu Press in Punjab denounced the Islamia College scheme. 

Writing under caption "Si r George Roes-Keppel ' s heaps of sins" and The Punjab 

Advocate pointed Qut that the blackest pmt of his sinfulness is connected with the interest 

which he has been evincing in the establishment of the Islamia College at Peshawar103
. 

The newspaper Observer strongly defended Roos-Keppers active association with the 

College and stated that he was :'entirely free from <.I ll these unfounded and unjust ifiable 

blames and slurs lO4
". 

However the Muslim press in Punjab and N.W.F.P. welcomed the movement and 

strongly condemned the Hindu papers opposing it. 

The authorities of the Edwardes College al so opposed the scheme of the Islamia College 

and Islamia Collegiate School in words that "to promote the creation of a second College 

there is no adequate need". 

The construction of both the school and college building commenced in October 1912 and 

the work continued smoothly and with utmost rapidity. The layout of the main campus 

had been meticulously planned sym metrical in character and it preserved the principal 

fea tures of the Muslim archi tecture. A proper setting within the original square plan had 

been given to the College and school building, the mosque} hostels, residential quat1ers 

for the staff, playing fields, a market and general administration centre. 

Throughout the process of the construction, Roos-Keppel and Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum exhib ited keen interest by minutely inspecting the construction and offeling 

valuable suggestions al times. 

The credit of the design and architectural beauty of the buildings except the Science 

Block was due to Colonel W. J. D. Dundee, the then Secretary of the Public Works 

1I);o Lcner of Roos-Keppello the Joint Secretlu)', the Government of India, January 8, 191 3. 
IUJ The Punjab Advocate, July 6. 1911 . 
1(1.1 The Observer May 18 und 22, 1912. 



51 

Depm1ment and Lieutenant Colonel G. P. Campbell, the Assistant Commanding Roya l 

E ngineer, Peshawar, of the Military Engineers Service. Both of them supervised and 

directed the erection operations as welL This was disclosed by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum 

on the opening ceremony of RODs-Keppel Hall on February 4, 1915. 

The entire cost of the College white mosque was mel by Khan Bahadur Haj i 

Karim Bakhsh Sethi of Peshawar City. As expected, the school building and a school 

hostel were completed wi thin stipulated time. On Saturday, April S, 1913 H arcoUJ1 Butler 

perfonned the opening ceremony of the school. Impressed by the sincere fervour Butler 

expressed a great hope in the future of the institution. He marked: 

"Standing here on the most famous highway of Asia, facing the mou th of Khyber Pass, I 

confess lhat my imagination is powerfu ll y affected at the prospect of the enlightenment 

which will rad iate from this School and College, not only in thi s Province and along the 

Frontier, but far into the recesses of Asia,,105. 

Six months later, on October I, 1913, the College was officiall y opened with twent y six 

scholars of whom about five were day boys coming from the city and the rest were 

boarders accommodated in Hardinge Hostel. Mr. Tipping had ri ual charge os Principal uf 

the College and Headmaster of the Islamia Collegiate School. 

Proper arrangements were made for scholarships for poor and deserving students by 

the CoJl ege Committee. Distri cts Board Scholarships which were awarded to the 

intelligent students were apart fi'om it. All tri bal students were scholarship holders and 

received stipends through their respective Political Agents. Nawab Colonel Muhammad 

Aslam Khan and Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyull1 who remained previously ejected the 

President and the Honorary Secretary of tile govern ing body; on March I, 1914 both were 

elected as life President and li fe Honorary Secretary of the College Committee by the 

Board of Governors. 

On April 30, 1914 the first PI;ze Distribution Ceremony in the hi story of the 

Darul-Ulum took place. Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, the Honorary Secretary read the 

report in Pashto rmd infornled the audience that College in itial enro lment was only twenty 

105 Annual Rcpor1 oflhc Public lnstnlClion in N.W.F.!'., 19 13- 19 14. p.4. 
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five students with one Hostel and today the College and School has five Hostels full y 

occupied with over three hundred students . 

He further stated thai: 

"Special attention and efforts are being devoted 10 Namaz and other religious du ties. That 

our school is reall y popular in the Muslim Public and that it has fi ll ed a long fe lt want is 

evident from the fact that its precincts you will fi nd the sons of sturd y Wazirs and hardy 

Afridis on the one side aIong with the sons of ruling chiefs of independent territory like 

the Mehtar of Chjlra\ on the other. It may also note that the gentry and the public of this 

Province are al the sam e time full y represented as out of 3 13 boys on the rolls 70 are from 

the independent t~rr i tory"I06 . 

He further told that, as the insti tution was developing rapidly, after sometime they felt 

the necd to open Science Department in the College. They invited Mr. A.S. Hammy, the 

distinguished Profcssor of Science in the Government College Lahore,107 who had come 

to Peshawar and di scussed the design of Science Block with College Commi ttee members 

and al so Ihe matt ers related to the requirement of this FaCUlty. Courses leading to the 

Bachelor of Arts were started in 19 15 and those for Bachelor of Science in 1920. At 

degree level the College was also affi liated with Punjab University. 

The inauguration ceremony of RoDs-Keppel Hall was perform ed in the College 

on February 4, 1915 . On this occasion Sahibzada Abdu l Qaiyum appreciated the eff0l1s of 

Roos-Keppel for the cause of education in the words that "he has al ways been ready to 

guide liS in the momentous work" . 

In December 19 15, the 28~h session of the All India Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental 

Educational Conference was held at Rawalpindi. Sir Abdul Qaiyul1l , L. Tipping, the 

Principal and a few students of the Darul -Ulum al so participated. Sir Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum presided over the fifth session of the conference on 28 th December and in his 

address narrated the story of the foundat ion of Darul -U lum-i-Islamia Peshawar. The Prize 

Distribution ceremony in College was held on Apri11 3, 19 16, on tlle occasion Sahibzada 

16/1 Translation of Ihe Rcpon prcscmed in 1'3shlo by the H OllOml)' Secrelnry, Sir Abdul QaiyullI on the occasion of Ihe 
Distribution o f Prizes by Ihe 1-10n 'able J.5 Dun<.lld. Acting ChiefCumll1is$iuner, N.W. F .1'. on April 30. 19 14. 
1010arretl , Herbert .Leonard .Offiey. and Abdul Hllmid, A Hislory oflhe Govemmcm College Lahore 11164· 1964. 
l)Ublishcr, Dr. Nazir Ahmnd I'ri ncip~l GovCnl111cnt College. 1964. pp. 128, 153. 
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Abdul Qaiyum expressed his thoughts with regard to the character build ing of the 

students and said : 

"That the ideal we set before ourselves has been kept strictly in view, and that particular 

care is being taken for the moral and religious welfare of the boys. The comm ittee has 

much pleasure in noting that every effort is being made to form the character of students 

and it is confidently hoped that the son of the Darul·Ulum wi ll do full cred it to the 

institution by roving themselves in after life to be true Muslims, law abiding ci tizens and 

loyal subjects ofliis Majesty the King EmperorlO8. 

Roos·Keppcl deli vered a short and succinct speech in Pashia conveyll1g feel ing of 

tenderness, affection and attachment which he cheri shed for the students of Darul -Ulum . 

His memorable words will forever remain blight in the annals of the History of Islamia 

College, Peshawar. 

He told the audience: 

"Nawab Sahib and J dreamt a dream al Landikotal over twe lve years ago to establish a 

College at its present site for the benefi ts of Afghan ~ boys. We often sat together ti ll late 

nights di scussing how Almighty God would be pleased to give us ti me to establi sh a 

college. The seed was sown three years ago. Today we have a tree before us and here are 

the fruits (pointing toward boys at gallery). I hope the tree will continue to .brrow taller and 

taller. "Boys" he said, " I feel extremely de light to sec you at all times. My happiest 

moments arc those when I am in midse' I09. 

About the fin ancial position of the College, Sahibzada Abdul QaiYUIl1 revealed that the 

budget passed by the College Committee on March 18, 1916 stood as fo llowed: 

(Recurring! Non- Recu rring) 

Estimated Income: Rs. 99,130 1,70,100 

rQ8 Tmnslalion of the Repon presentcd in Pashto by thc Honorary Secretary. Sir Abdul Qaiyum on the occasion of the 
Distribution o rPrizcs by the Hon'able LI. Col. Sir George Ruos-Keppel J.S Donald. ChicfCommissiollcr, N.W.F .P. on 
~)ril13, 1916. p.2. 
1 Address of Sir Georgc Roos· KCllpel, ChicfCol1lmissioru.:r, N. \V.F.P. on the occasion or thc Annunl Prize 
Distribution. April 13, 1916. 
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Estimated Expenditures: Rs. 1,18,915 1,80,215 

It showed a deficit of Rs. 19,785 in the recurring and Rs. 19,1 15 in nonMrecurring 

charges. The Imperial Government was engaged in its World War 1 preparations so 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum didn ' t find it fit to request the Government for financial 

assistance. So to overcome the deficit proper savings were made from allocations of 

capital of many proposed buildings etc. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was also fully aware of 

health of the students of Darul-Ulum as Roman phrase is "Menssana in Corporesano 

(healthy mind in the healthy body), for this purpose grounds for games like cricket, 

hockey and athletics were laid. 

Bibi HUT, the daughter of late Ghulam lilani of Peshawar donated valuable 

collection of manuscripts and books to the College Oriental Library. 

The father of the lady Bibi Hur had rare manuscripts of authors of b'Teat repute like 

Muhammad bin Imam Muqaddasi, Allama labrati and Sheikh Abdul Haq of Delhi etc .. 

When the scheme of establishment of the College took a practical shape, Sahibzada 

Abdul Qaiyum along with other members of the College Committee approached the lady 

and succeeded in persuading her to donate treasure of knowledge consisting of 2116 

vo lumes to the College Library. The collection came to be known as "Library of Oriental 

learning, Darul~U lum ~i ~ l s l o.mill, Peshawar Ilnd Maulana Abdur Rahim, the fi rst Librarian 

of the Darul~U lum compiled a complete catalogue of these collections in 191 3 and named 

it "Catalogue of Scientific Knowledge in the Library of Darul-Ulum-i-Islamia, Peshawar. 

Shams-ul-Ulum, Lexicon of Arabic. Sharah-i-Majrna-ul-Bahrain by Allama Jabrati, and 

Sanan-i-Kulra-i-Bahaqi. Sharah-ul-Hakim etc are some notable manuscripts present in the 

College LibraryllO. 

The English section of the College Library was kept separate from the Oriental section. In 

1917 the College issued its own Magazine named "Khyber Akbbar", After two years it 

started in the shape of a proper Magazine, During 191 7-1918 two new subjects. 

Economics and Logic were introduced. 

The war years (1914- 191 8) were years of great unrest in the tribal territory. The 

Turco-German Mission to Kabul and their anti-British activities in Khyber and other parts 

110 Khyber Mail, June 1, 1941. 
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of the Frontier were greatly annoYlIlg the administration. Nonnan Boltong, Deputy 

Commissioner of Peshawar reported in August 19 16 that "the news of the movement is 

causing excitement and some alann in Peshawar. 

Of all the heads of N. W .F.P. under the British ru le, Sir George Roos ~Keppel ten ure 

of office had been the longest comprising of eleven years. He left for home in September 

19 19, an earl y retirement and passed away in 192 1111
, 

He was succeeded by Sir Hamilton Grant. The Trustees of the Darul -Ulum while 

presenting him with an address of welcome on December 12, 19 19 raised fo r the first ti me 

the issue of the Frontier University. Nawab Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum reca lled that: 

·· ... we now find that on the recol11mcudat ion of the Calcutta Universi ty COlllmiss ion, the 

Government of India had already taken up the question o f the Industrial and Teaching 

Universities to be established throughout in India. With you r genuine sympathy assured 

we feel confident that we wi ll be given every fac ility to reali ze thi s goal and that our 

institution at no distant date will have the honour to be one of the leading teaching 

Universities in India,, " 2. 

About the rmslng of Islamia College to the status of r\ University, the Chid 

COlllmissioner, Hamilton Grant remarked: 

"thi s is a great and worthy am bition but as yo u know there are many difficu lt ies, fi nancia l 

and other in such a proposition. All 1 can now say is that healtil y sympathise with your 

aspirations and if in my tenure a University should be established in Peshawar, 1 should 

regard it as the most auspicious event in my period of office". 

The man behind thi s entire struggle was Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyu1l1 who fi rst 

realized that wi thout modem education tJle Pushtoons neither preserved the ir giOlious past 

nor they could ensure their bright fu ture in South Asia. 

111 TIle Twentielh Century (1901-192\) A Concise Dictionary of N:lIiol1:1i Biography, Completed Upto 192 1, Q:>iford 
University Pres~. 1930. 
11~ TrJnsl:llinn of l'nshl0 address presented to Hon' able Sir Hamilwn Grnnl. K.C.I.E .. Chief COl11missioner. N. W.F .P. 
by Ihe Truslce and Honorary Secretory. Sir Abdul Qlliyurn on December 12. 191 9. 
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This earned him the titl e of Sir Syed of Sarhad because he did all that fo r Pushtoons of 

N.W. F.P., which Sir Syed Ahmad Khan had done for the Indian Muslims on all iJldia 

level 11). 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan earned his retirement after four months of the 

retirement of his close fri end, Sir George Roes-Keppel, in December 191 9 as Po li tical 

Agent KJlyber at the age of 55. 

11.\ Arts and Letters. Biannual Research Journal of Social Silences, Islamic Studies and L1ngU:lgcs. Editor, Dr. Nnushad 
Khan, Islamia College. University ofPcshawnr, Vol: t. No.4, Spring 2003. p. 41. 
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The NWFP was politically calm during the First World War (19 14-18). But in the years 

um1' followed the province's apparen t isolation from India 's political currents came to an 

end11". Rowlett Act was promulgated in 1919 after the end of World War 1 for cllrtailing 

the raising launched by Congress and others. According to thi s Act, without ordinary 

court proceedings sentence can be imposed and anyone can be arrested without warrant or 

trial l15
. This created a wave of discontent tluoughout British India. 

The situation turned into a worst possible one when the army fired at a mass meeting 

held to protest against the Act at Jallianwalla Bagh, Anllitsar, on April 13, 1919 killing 

hundreds of men and injuring thousands. Martial Law was also imposed in Peshawar on 

May 8, 1919 116and several aJTests were made. Tyrannical and autocrat ic laws wcre 

imposed upon the people like Frontier Crime Regulation (FCR) and Murderous Outrage 

Act of 1877. Maulana Mohammad Ali Johar described the situation in the provi nce as 

Sarzamill-e-Bay-Ayill (the land withou t law)1I7. Rowlett Act and Third Afghan War, 1919 

were followed by Khalifat ami Hijarat Movement. 

At the end of the World War I when the British started treating Turkey 

disgracefully, a movement of great religious and political enthusiasm emerged, known as 

KIIi/a/at Movement, led to a large scale Muslim KIIi/a/at agitation in India. On the 

platform of Khalifat Movement, Hijrat Movement was launched in 1920. British India 

was declared as "Dar-ul-Harb" (Land of War) and it was now a religious obligation to 

give up everything and take refuge in Dar-ul-Islam (Land of Isla111)1I8 . Such a great 

scholar like Abul Kalam Azad and Maulana Abdul Bari of Firinghi Mahal , Lucknow, 

1I4Bashir.Nadia:·A Revit'w ofPolilical Awaking in N,W. F.P.(1901-1 947)"". Pakistan Annual Research Journal. Vol. 49, 
(2013): p.61. 
lIS Shah, Syed Wi'lar Ali. Muslim Lcague in NWFP. Kamchi: Royal Book Company. 1992. 1).5. 
II~ Tribal Research Cell, 1919-1 no, 'Border ;\dministr.Jtion R{'~on' , 2309/G. p.IS 
IIlYousnfi,Allah B:lkhsh, S(lrirad our jadd-o-Jel1f/iI-i-A:adi. L1hore: Mnrkazi Urdu Board, 1965. p.62 
III Tendulkar, D.G. Abtlul GhaITar Khlln : Faith in a Battle. Gandhi Peace Foundation, BomhllY, 1967. ]).32. 
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issued jatwas (religious verdicts) in thi s regard 11'1, Muslims from the Frontier went for 

I-lij rat to Afghan istan in large number. 

As the constitutional development in N.W.F.P. is concerned, NW FP was placed 

under the direct control of the Government or India in 190 I, through a Chief 

Commissioner and Agen t to the Govclllor General . appointed and directl y responsible to 

the Government of India 120. Even after a decade o f the fannation of NWFP, it was not 

considered fit for constitutional rcfonn s. The Montage Chelmsford Report ( 191 8), whi le 

recommending di archy in other provinces did not suggest any change in the 

ad ministration of the Frontier Province. 

The educated and poiitical.minded people of the Province ad vocated for the introduction 

of the constitutional refOnllS in the Frontier Province as par with other provinces of India. 

This was the prevailing stale of affairs in the Frontier in the second decade of twentieth 

century and Sahibzada Abdu l Qaiyum was not happy wi th the new turns in the politics of 

Frontier. 

Soon after his ret irement In 19 19, Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum partic ipated in 

Mussoorie Conference followed by Third Afghan War, and 'Treaty of Rawalpindi 'for 

further talks before a treaty of friendship with Afghanistan. He was not a believer of 

i-lijrat Movement and 'Tark~i-Mawalat' (scven.llice ur n;: lali um; with the government) but 

a strong believer of onl y the constructive agitation. 

In the meeting of Board of Trustees o f Isla111ia College 0 11 November 28, 1920 he 

not onl y condemned the destructive agitation owing to Hijrat Movement and Tark-i 

Mawalal but also had dreamt for a Universit y in the Frontier and said that "we shall be 

soon on the highway to establish a University of our own" 12 1. 

A University for the Frontier Province was a dream of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, 

while addressing the Counci l of Management' of islam ia College, Peshawar he expressed 

his dream as: It Butto have a University of our own and if thi s alternative is adopted, the 

only feasible and practi cal plan open to us is to develop our college into a res idential 

119Buha.Lal. "The 1·lijmt Muvement and Nvnh Wcst Frtlntier Province". Islnmic Studies Juumal.lslul11llbud.( 1979): p. 
2j t. 
1:<1 Shah, Sy<.'d Waqur Ali. Nonh W'-'SI Frontier Province: Hi lilory lind Politics. IsllllIHlb lid: Nmionnl COlilmission on 
HislOr1clll and Cu lluml Rf..'ScnTch, 2007.p.11. 
I~I Tribal Research Cell , 1920, Kh~lifut Agitation in Islumiu College, I'cshuwar, 121-PcshuwOIr, p.54. 
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University" 122 This dream of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum did not materiali ze for lime 

being. 

His contemporary, a leading personality oflhat lime, Abdul Ghaffar KJmn had also stul1ed 

hi s movement of 'Azad Schools' at Utmanzai, which he later planned to establi sh High 

School. For the purpose o f co llecting the donation for Azad School he visited Charsadda 

in 192 1.Soon more Azad Schools were opened in Charsadda and Mardan sub-division. 

In summer 1921 Nawab Si r Sahi bzada Abd ul Qaiyum left for an overseas tour 

around the world , with a prime purpose to enquire about hi s fast friend RODs-Keppel 

whom he found ill. He also visited the United States of America. Upon his relUlll from 

England he visited some Islamic countries and places of religious and historical 

sib'llificance, i.e. Syria, Egypt, Jerusalem, Saudi Arabia, Spain etc. 

Constitutional reforms was the demand of the people of the Front ier and when thi s 

demand caught the momentum, the Govel11ll1ent of India fonn ed a committee in April 

1922, consisting of three Englishmen, three Muslims and two Hindus under Sir Denys 

Bray, the Foreign Secretary, to report on the desirabi li ty orN.W.F.P. wi th the Punjab or 

of granting the Province reforms. In N.W.F.P. some ' communal-minded ' Hindus opposed 

the introduction of such refOl1l1 s. They pl eaded for the strengthening of the power and 

authority of the executive. Sahibzada Ahrll.ll Qaiyulll advocated in ravour of refonns tor 

Frontier Province before the Bray Committee and in case of re-amalgamation with 

Punjab, the Frontier peoples would " Iose their ri ght of civi l citizenship". 

The Commit1ee Report in October 1922 against the re-amalgamation scheme and 

recommended grant of liberal institution with certain safeguards 12). The Government took 

no action on the Rep0l1 of Bray Committee. 

Il2 Agenda Matter to !;Ie brought before the Council of Management of Islamia College, Peshawar at thei r 
Annual Budget Meeting to be held on Monday April 17, 1933, p.9. 

1230hhrai. Diwan Chand . TIle Em/Illion of North-Wes! Frolltier Prol'illce. Pc.rhtlllV/r. Saeed Book Bank, 1983. p. I 22. 
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4.1 KHAN BAHADUR SIR SMI IBZADA ABDUL QAIYUM SERVI CES FOR 

THE CAUSE OF EDUCATION IN INDIAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 1924-

1932 

lo January 1924, Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was nominated as the non·official 

member of tbe Legislative Assembly of India by Lord Reading, Governor General of 

India l24
, This Assembly was also sometime called the Imperial Legislative and Central 

Legislative Assembly. It was in this august House where he and Quaid- i-Azam 

Muhammad Ali Jiunah had long parleys regard ing the future oflndian Muslims. 

The first meeting of this Assembly was held on Wednesday January 30, 1924, wherein 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum and others members took their oath of officc l2S. 

During his membership of the Central LCbrislative Assembl y, he was not forgetful of the 

need of his province. His main agenda from this forum was to get democratic refonns for 

his Province par with the other provinces in British lndia. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was 

by then quite old and not so wel l. He often remained indisposed due to his Sciatica but in 

spite of that he continued his struggle for the development of education in the Frontier 

Province besides gaining refonns on this plattolm through questions, debates , suggestion 

and speeches etc. 

On March 14, 1924, he raised question on closing of 105 Primary Schools in N.W.F.P. by 

the Government in 1923 and that the Government "cut off one lakh from a small province 

and a small budget last year),126 . 

. On this the concerned education department minister, Narasimbha Sanna replied that 

schools were closed due to "balance alIT Budget" and cut off the budget of education 

department is temporary in nature and "this Department will endeavour to do its best to 

improve the number of schools, to improve the quality of education, to improve the pay of 

teachers" 121. 

m Khan. Naushad, "Arts and Leners, Biannual Joumal Researth o r S{lCilll Sciences. Islamic Studies and 
Lnnguugcs'·.lslamill College, University of Peshawar, Pakistan, Vol : 1. No.4. (Spring. 2003); pA2. 
uslndian Legishllive Assembly Debates, January-February, 1924. Vo!. I, Pan. I ,Official Report, Delhi, ctilmm"""~\\. 
Press, 1924. January 30, 1924 
116lndian Legislative Assembly Debates, Mareh 14, 1924, Vol. IV, No.31, Official Report, Ddhi, Gm"m,:.q 
1924, p.1752 
127Ibid ., p . 1753. 
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Mian Sir Muhammad Shafi in hi s speech lo ld the House that " primary educat ion in the 

NOl1h West Fron ticr Province is a long way ahead of primary education in many of the 

other provinces of India" , 

Sahibzada Abd ul Qaiyum insis ted in the House that if money to be fou nded it must be 

expended on pdmary education in Front-ier Province. He furthe r reiterated " that secondary 

education as well as uni versity education was as imp0l1ant in that corner India as primary 

education is". 

He further raised objection that a Sub-Committee which was presided ovcr by the 

Director of Public Instruction, N. W. F.P", appointed by the Local Administrat ion La go into 

the financial position of residential lslamia College. Peshawar in its repol1 demanded Rs. 

60.000 from the Govemment, and that a grant of only Rs. 40.000 was allowed for the year 

192 1-1922 and as a consequence of thi s the institution is run under a deficit. 

On the behalf of Government the concerned minister, Narasimbha Sanna rep lied: 

'·the Govemmcnt ce rta inly recognized the claim of North-West Frontier Province and 

Islam ia College deserve every encouragement. If GoVenllllcnt of India are in happy 

position of finding funds, I am sure that we shall be the first to help that College and 

secondary and primary education in N.W.F.P., so that the Province may. by the growth of 

civilizing influences, be a source of strength and not a source of anxiety to the people of 

India,,128. 

He not only advocated the development of education in the sett led di stricts of the Frontier 

but also stressed the need of its development in tribal area as wel l. In the Second Sess ion 

of the Legislative Assembly of India, held on January 17, 1925, he asked the Govcmmenl 

abollt the ex lension of "benefit's of educat ion 10 the tribesmen,,129. 

In the British India budget for the fi scal year 1925-1926, Finance Min ister Basil Blackett 

made provisions to increase the grants for Islamia College and other colleges in 

N.W.F.pno 

128 Ibid.,p.1848. 

1l9The legislative Assembly Debates,1925 ,Vol. V •. Part.l, Official Report, Delhi, Governmental Press, 1925, 
p.296 
130 Ibid.,p.1828. 
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In 1926 and 193 1 he was elected as the member o f lhe Standing Finance Committee along 

with thi rteen others131 and later as member of Panel o f the Standing Committee on 

Emigration along with fifteen others members. tn one of Assembly debate he prefclTcd 

education over the demand of consti tutional ref 0 11115 for N.W. F.P. and depicted the true 

concept of education by saying: 

." do nOI mean reforms but only education, not the ordinary school education, the literary 

or the book rcading lest, or the test of passing examinations and gett ing degrees but some 

practi cal system of education by whi ch the people will not only leam the peaceful ways of 

settling their disputes and earning their livel ihood but also becoming good neighbour and 

friendlyallies .. ]J2 . 

Here he again pleaded for the ex tension o f education beyond settled districts in tribal 

areas as through "which they may learn to li ve peacefully alllong them and earn their 

li vings, that educat ion is practi cable "onl y in the triba l areas 133 . 

He considered the tribal areas the other wing of an cagle and once had said : 

"This Province is di vided into two parts one is call ed the tribal areas or the Agencies and 

the other the sett led di stri cts. We are like the b NO wings of an eagle and wlless the two 

wings are brought to the same level of ~trength , the eagle cannot be expected to fl y fast 

and work solid ly,,134 . 

He al so declared that British India is responsible for the welfare of tribal areas as it is 

" British Subject". He observed in the Assembly that the triba l people had become 

something like a mill -stone fo r the Indians hanging round their necks, but they never 

bothered to th ink and fi nd a solution for removing that heavy burden from the shoulders 

of tax-payer. He thus said to the House: 

Ui The l egislat ive Assembly Debates, 1926, Vol. VII-No.8, Official Report, Delhi, Governmental Press, 1926, 
p.624. 
III TIl<; l cgislath'c Assembly Debates, Mllrch 4, 1926, VoI. VIl . No.8. Official Repon. Dclhi. Govenllllcnt:'li Press, 
1926, p.2066. 
113 1bid., 2067. 
IJ~ N.W.F.P. legisllll ivc: Council Dcbmes, Official Report, September 28, 1937 Vol: II , Nos. I - J6. I'cshawar, Printed 
and Published by the Manager, Govcrnlllcut StUlioncry alld Printing Books Depot ;.Ind Forms Store. 
N.W.F.P .. Peshawar. J938, p. 594. 
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.. , .. m)' advice to you wi ll be to find some money for expenditure, not for raising Mili tias 

and armies in the cQunlry . . . but...to teach Ihcm ... somc technical education and bring 

them to a sense of good citizenship and good neighbourbood. And this wi ll help you more 

than anything else in reli eving t.he tax-payer of the heavy burden of expenditure on these 

Frontier expeditions and you will have earned the gratitude of the suffer ing humanity of 

the Frontier", lls, 

In February 9, 1927 while taking part in Assembly debate, he sh'ongly objected over the 

demand for an extra grant for Education Department which was reduced by the 

Government to Rs . 1,546 only. He argued before the House: 

.,] see that even the Department of Archaeology, which is only meant for digging out old 

ruins and graves has rece ived Rs.57,OOO, while Educat ion, which is the imp0l1ant subject. 

has not come up with a la rger demand than Rs. 1,546 only,·136. 

While comparing the education situat ion of North-West Frontier Province with Punjab for 

the years 1916- 17 and 1922-23, Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum stated thaI: 

"i t is fact that while in Punjab Ihe percentage in educat ion has gone up from 3.8 males and 

.79 females in 1916- 17 to 6.04 and 1.0 per cent respectively in 1922-23, of its total 

population, the percentage in the North-West Frontier Province which stood at 3.5 and.44 

respectively in 1916·17 had only reached the figure of 4.1 and .5 in 1922.23,,137. 

He fi.u1her inquired from the concerned minister about the suspension of grant allotted for 

the development of education in the Frontier Province. 

" it is the fact that towards [he end of the year 1925 certain proposals were 

submitted by the Local GoVel1llllcnt for the consideration of the Government of India 

drawing attention to the educational backwardness of tbe Province and asking for a 

special grant of rupees five to twelve lakhs in five years to improve the situation, but that 

the Govemment of India only allowed Rs . 75,000 extra for the year and postponed the 

consideration of the scheme to some late date"l3S. 

os Lcgislmivc Assembly Dcbutcs. 1926, VoL VI I, Pan. III , Offici31 Rcpon. Delhi. Governmental Press, 1926. p.2068. 
m l egislative Assembly Debates, 1927, Vot.IX::No.14, Official Report, Delhi, Governmental Press, 1927, 
p.620. 
U7legislative Assembly Debates, 1927, VoL IX=No.24, Official Report, Delhi, Governmental Press, 1927, 
p.1313. 
IlS Ibid . 
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At this the Honourable concerned member l .W. Shore replied: 

"i t is not to proposed to make any special granl lhi s year in add ition to sum of Rs. 75,000 

already provided. During the next five years, however, it is hoped, subject to the voting of 

the funds by the Legislative Assembly. to make to the NOJih-West Fronticr Province for 

the expansion of education, additional grants amounting to nearly 16 lakhs for nOI1-

reculTing expenditure and of Rs. 1,62,000 in 1927-28 ris ing to Rs. 4,65,000 in 1931-32 

for recurring expenditure". 

Similarl y Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum inqui red from the J .W. Bhore about the posts of the 

Indian Educational Service on the cadre ofNOIih-West Frontier Province and by whom 

they were held. J.W. Bhore replied that ··there are five posts in all, three of which are held 

by the under mentioned officers and the remaining two are in abeyance: 

Director of Public Lilstruction-Mr. J. H.Towle. 

Headmaster Government High School Peshawar-Me Inayatullah Khan, 

Lnspectress orGirls Schools-Miss G, Linlewood" , 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum strongly objected on the utilization of service of Mr. 

Inayatullah Khan as Headmaster in these words: 

" Is it not the waste of qualifications and a wasle ofmolley to employ a man of that salary 

and experience on running onl y an ord inary Government Schoor '? He further suggested 

that a man of such qualification may be appo inted as " Inspector of Vernacular Sc,hools or 

even as Principal of the Training College in the same province, where men of lower 

qualifications belongi ng to provincia l service have been working,oI 39 . 

In the Standing Finance Committee of Legislative Assembly it was decided to allocate 

more funds in the budget, for expansion of education in Fronti er Province and other 

telTi lories directly administered by the Government of India for fi scal year 1927-28, 

U9lbid., p.131S. 
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"The educational programme which extends up to 1931 -32 involves, during the five 

years, an additional non-recurring expenditure of 29! lakhs and a recuning expenditure , 
rising gradually from 4 lakhs in 1927-28 to 1 O~l akhs in 193 1-32. The total amount of 

add itional expenditure I-or the year isjust under 12Iakh5·,140. 

Sahihzada Abdul Qaiyum not on ly struggled for the development of educat ion in the 

Frontier but was fu ll y aware of the induction of educated Muslims in Indian Govclllment 

services as to cam their livelihood. On March 12, 1928, he demanded in the House that: 

"The Mussalmans all over India, are so very poorly represented in Government servi ces, I 

reall y do wish that Govenun ent would take some effective steps to improve their 

condition. There are some departments in which you can scarcely find a single 

Mussahllan·,141. 

In 1928, the Chief Commiss ioner, North-West Frontier Province received 

memorial from the inhabitant of Peshawar and prayed for establishment o f a Girls High 

School in Peshawar while their request was denied on the &'Tound that Ihere already ex.ists 

a Girl High School and enrolment is middle schools from which the girls pass to high 

classes is not sufficient to justify the establishment of another hjgh school. Simi larly in 

1928, according 10 Ihe report " there exists no arts college in the Frontier Province but 

only a Government Training College,·142. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum denied this statement 

and staled that lslamia College, Peshawar is another College opened and aided by 

Government im!spcctivc of caste and creed, as there are a large number of non-Muslim 

students in the CoJlege". 

In November 1928, the Ind ian Legis lative Assembly had appointed a Committee fo r 

examining the educational condition in N.W.F.P., Ajmer-Merwara and OelhiJ4J.This 

Comm ittee comprised Sir Abdul Qo.iyum, Member of Legislative Assembly (M.L.A), Rai 

140lbid .• p.1462. 

141legistative Assembly Debates, 1928, Vol. I-II, Second Session of the Third Legislative Assembly, Official 
Report, Calcutta: Government of India Central Publication Branch, 1928, p.1329. 
142 Legislative Assembly Debates, 1928, Vol. 111, No.1, Official Report, Simla, Government of India Press, 
1928, p.316. 
141lslamia College library Record, 1929-30, 'Report of the Primary Education Committee', p.l. 
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Sahib Harbi las Sarda, M.L.A, Rev. LC. Chatterjie, M.L.A, Miss L.M. S tratford, Member 

of British Empire (M.B.E), with Mr. M. R. Littlehailes, Educatio n Commiss ioner 

Government of India as it s chainnan and Mr. J. 1-1. Green, M.B.E. as Secretary)44. 

The Education Committee assembled at Simla on June 21, 1929 to prepare its 

questionnaires, and then started its lour fi'om Simla on July 14, 1929, visiting Delhi Ajmer 

and Beawar, returning to Simla on August 17, 1929. During this part of tJ1C tour, 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was unable to join the group on account of hi s illness. 

However, he joined the team to start their second part of tour stat1ed from Simla on 

October 3, 1929, visiting Abbottabad and then onward to Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, D.L 

Khan and fi nally back to Delhi , where the tour ended on November 15, 1929. 

DUling their tour the group visited schools in the cities as well as in the di stJicts 

and agencies. Moreover written statements in reply to questionnaires were received from 

a tota l of 11 7 persons and evidences of I 12 persons were recorded in the region so 

specified. The final repolt was signed on April I, 1930 for onward submission to the 

Government for suitable implementation, in the fonTI of general recommendations as well 

as area analysis of the various prevailing problems and deficiencies. Special stress was 

laid on gi rl ' s education, sanitation and change in curricula etc 145. 

In 1929, under Standing Order 80 of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders, 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was appointed as the member of "the Committee on Public 

Peliliol1S,,146 along with three others members. 

4.2 PRESlDENTAL ADDRESS OF SHAIBZADA ABDUL QAIVUM ON 38T11 

SESSION OF ALL INDIA MOHAMMADAN EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 

ON DECEMBER 25,1925 AT ALiGARH 

The All India Muhammadan Educational Conference establi shed by Sir 

Syed Alunad khan on December 27, 1886, in stretchy hall of the Al igarh College, 

presided over by Maulvi Samiullah KJlall, the co-founder and a trustee of the college. It 

was an advance guard of his educational movement promoting modem, liberal education 

144 Ibid. 
l~S Ibid . 

' ~6Leg islative Assembly Debates, 1929. Vol.I-lIl , Official Report, Ca lcutta, Govemment or India, Centrul 
Publication Brunch, 1929. p.38J. 
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for the Muslim communi ty i ll India l47
, Nawab Sahi bzada Abdu Qaiyum was aware orthe 

importance of education for the Muslims of the subcontinent and stressed 011 the need of 

education in his President ial Address at Aligarh on December 25, 1925. He in his address 

stressed on the need of acquiring knowledge o f all the modern discipline of education li ke 

commerce, trade and abJficulhlre elc. According to him, research is the soul afknowledge. 

which adds knowledge to the existing knowledge. He addressed the gathcling as: 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

,, ' am greatl y thankful to you on the respect you have bestowed upon me to select me the 

president of thi s mmual sess ion of All India Mohammadan Educational Conference. 

When I think of the eminent personalities present in thi s Hall , who were presiding over 

the sessions for th i11y eight years, then my weaknesses came before my eyes and cannot 

dare to address them . Thc.:re is only reason of my selection is that you were gel tired of the 

lengthy and complicated Pres idential addresses and this time want to li sten to the point 

and straigh tforward speech with practi cal suggestions of a person who accord ing to you is 

the in terpreter of your brethren, the Frontier Pathans'". 

4.2. L Achievements of the C onference 

One of the aims of thi s Conference was to remove the hatred of Westcl1l Educat ion from 

the hearts of Musl ims. J congratulate that thi s Conference has ach ieved thi s aim. Now we 

not onl y find a quest of Westcl1l Education in lnd ians but also in Tirah, Swat and other 

remote and scarcely populated areas as well. It had just past two years that prince of 

Chitral had got B.A from Islamia College, Peshawar. You can see students fTom AfTidi , 

Masud and Toru tribes leaning theirs English books in Islamia College and School. One 

English School has been establi shed in the sovereign stale of Swat and one sll ch school is 

desired for Tirah. ln short lndia and its adjoining areas there is a desire of Western 

Education. Old prejudices vanished, and people now realized that without Western 

Knowledge they cannot embellish thei r present state of affai rs. The credit of this 

achievement goes to thi s Conference. The problem of education is a vast and complicated. 

On thi s issue a lot has been wri tten and so on discussed in the Conferences from time to 

U7Zubair. Gu lahun. "M uhammadan Educational Confcrence: 11'5 Impatl on the Development of Modcm Educlltion for 
Muslim Community in Rajasthan During 20th Century". IOSR Journal of Humanities And Social Science (lOSR-JHSS) 
Volume 19. Issue 5, Vcr. VI (Muy. 2014).p.74. 
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time. I am unccI1ain on which side of education I shou ld speak and which ignore. I have 

no intention to speak on the subject but only wi ll describe those problems which have 

great imp0l1ance nowaday, 

First o f all r will highlight the maIO objective of higher educat ion. After that, I will 

certain ly speak about the Subjects which nowadays are of great popularity like 

Agricultural Education, Commerce Education and Industrial Educat ion. Latter on I will 

speak on moral education of children and youth, as this problem is of prime importance to 

me and al the end I will speak a sentence about female education. 

4.2.2 Education for educational p rofessions and Govern ment services 

Stati stical data has been collected in abundance in compari son to the neighbouring 

nations, to prove that we have less Intenn ediate Sanad holders and graduates. It is now 

assumed that worthy of a nation can be judged from the number of graduates it possesses. 

Tbe peoplc of thi s theory consider university education as gateway, passing through it 

they can en ter into the palace of government serv ice. The name of govemment service to 

them is synonym to wealth, and power. 

The supremacy of a particular nation in government offices is great danger to other nation 

in a country like India, where people belong to different religion similarl y, have less 

sympathy among them. Every nation has to adopt some measures to safeguard its rights. 

I agree with you one this that one aim of education institution should be to furnish people 

for govemmcnt services but disagree on thi s that all institutions should have same such 

aim,·148. 

,·It is suitable for the people belonging to every sect to adopt such professions for which 

they are naturall y appropriate. In framing the educational po ljcy we should not be blind 

followers of the others. Our presentation should be in every profession and depmtment. 

Counseling is best in selection of professions. 

OUf attitude towards other country men on the way of progress should be friendly and 

reconciliation, and to avoid any tussle with them we should adopt such professions with 

hlIl concentration which others have le ft',149. 

l48Qaiyum, Honourable. Sahibzada Abdul, K.CI.E, Member legislative Assembly, President Conference, 
Presidential Address, All India Muhammadan Education Conference, C.38 and 8TH

, Aligarh, December 26, 
1925, p.G. 
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4.2.3 Educational researcli 

" I will start my discuss ion with has been remained the highest alln of education and 

educationist in all countries and all ages, that is the invention of modern fac ts and search 

of new natural laws. This is like the creation of glittering stars and bright skies from the 

darkness which has cordoned human. Research is OUf national obl igation therefore it is 

foremost and SUIl)Ussing in nature. We have assembled in this Hall to solve the education 

problem of the Muslim but bes ide it we have also to see that what achievement have been 

done by the Muslims in the existing knowledge of the world and what faci lities have been 

provided to increase of knowledge. It is not enough to say that we have established 

schools, col1eges and universities. Unless live knowledge streal11s now from such 

institutions are nothing but tombs of white 111arble wi th putrefied and decayed bones and 

illusion of the sight. By publi shing the surface knowledge we cannot cla im that we have 

accomplished our task. The number of scholars is nothing but thei r vast knowledge is real 

and valuable asset. Surface knowledge is not the successor of the depth knowledge. The 

existence of a single l11an with depth knowledge is usefu l than the hundreds wi th surface 

knowledge. If we have care about our education then, can initiate necessary arrangements 

for educational research and investigation in our institut ions l50.The basic aim of education 

should be ' the search of truth ', which is 1110re than religion because true reli gion is ' search 

uflruth'. The ex istence ur God is the 1110st beautiful truth" . 

4.2,4 Agricu ltura l, business and trade education 

In his address he emphasized on education of modern agricultural methods and use of 

chemicals like urea in cultivation of different crops so as to increase the agricultural 

production. There is extensive of ban'en land which can be utili zed for agricultural 

purpose and a source to cam more wealth but un fortunately we have left such a 

profess ion. 

He was also aware of the significance of business and trade, which makes the individual 

and a nation wealLhy, But there was need fo r having such li aison offices where the 

business could be registered of their needs, while authori ties of educational institution 

1491bid, p.8. 

l!.O lbid., p.ll. 
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could enli st the numbers and names of such students who were desirous and suitable for 

adopting business as profession. He declared that it was fundam ental fa ult in our 

education policy which deprived us ofaclive involvement in trade. 

4.2.5 Industrial education 

"You sbould provide skill ed, machinist, machinists, craft people and arlisans for 

industri es and agri culture fi elds. If you want to br ing perfection in industry and 311s and 

make it an attribute of your nation, you will become such rm integral part of your nation 

without which national life will be unimaginable. 

Industri es, railways and telegraph are like hands, feet, eyes and cars of nation withollt 

which a nation is deaf, dumb and blind. Our aim should be to produce technicians, 

mechanist and electricians instead of mere graduates with no skill and profess ionali sm. 

Our youth should acqui re the knowledge of shipping and maritime. 

I suggest that it will be better to fonn a sub branch of thi s very Educational Conference, 

comprised of eminent traders, industrialists and intellectuals to di scuss the practical 

problems in the field of technical education and to decide matters related to scholarship 

indigenous and forei gn ones for I.ndians". 

4.2.6 Mor al educlltion: 

"As far as moral educa tion is concerned there is no difference between Madras and 

Govenunent Schools, both impart moral education to the students. You would have 

thought of such Government Schools which not only impart critical, analytical and 

conceptual knowledge but also responsible to nouri sh the morals of students. We should 

intef,'Tate religious knowledge with modern lllundane education to prod uce the optimum 

resu lts of comprehensive knowledge. 

As far as the youth educat ion is concerned, it is as imp0l1ant as child education .We must 

educate and prepare our adu lts so that they Ill ay be capable to comprehend the speeches 

delivered on pulpit on Fridays prayers in a meaningful, infonnative and refonnative 

manne r' -1 51 . 

151 Ibid., p. 37. 
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4.2.7 Female education 

" I beli eve that here in the hall there are many supporters and promoters and of female 

education. What I suggested and proposed in my speech for male education lhat is equaUy 

applicable for female education. If we onl y impart educat ion to the males and deprived 

the female, the result will be the reduction of overall capabilities of a nation. An educated 

woman can play an effective role ill the progress and prospclity of a family not onl y at 

domesti c level but also on national level as weJr,152. 

These were the very useful observations and suggestions of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul11 

showing how accurate he was in pin-pointing the short comings of his brethren. remedy 

whereof could make them trul y civ ilizes and refOlmed. 

4.2.8 Khyber Union London 

The students of Islamia College Peshawar have the honour to raise the banner of Pakistan 

long before the Muslim League could do that. Some student of til e same College who had 

proceeded to England for higher education organi zed a body called Khyber Union there. 

Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak tell s how they coined the name o f Pakistan . He wri tes 

as under: 

•. in Englund we Puthun had our Khyber Union. Saadullah Khan, the great Dr. Sahib's son 

was president unti l 1929 when I was elected to that office and Khan Inayatullah Khan of 

Charsadda became General Secretary. Sadiq the yo ungest son of Sheikh of Mongrol, a 

small state in Kathiawar on the Arabian Sea, was another member. Others were Abdul 

Qadi r Sehrai of Peshawar, Dr. Abdur Rahim, a lawyer trained at Aligarh and London. 

Main Azizuddin . Shah of Swabi , Afif from Sandhurst ,and S.S. Dhawan ITom Dcra 

Ismail K.Jlan who later become a High Court Judge and Provincial Govel1lor in Ind ia. 

These were the days of the Indian Round Tabl e Conference 1930-3 1. Delegates from all 

over India assembled in London ... were so bi tterl y di vided that they could not agree on 

anything in tenn of Indian National aspirations. J was cOllvinced that until we solved the 

Hindu-Muslim problem we could remain in bondage to the British. What could be done 

about iC I5J? 

IS2lbid., p.39. 
1H Khntlnk, Muhammad AslulI1 Khan. A Pathan Odyssey Ox rord Un ivers ity Press. 2004. pp. 69·70. 
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The initial membersh ip of this Unio n in Great Britain was about forty, mostl y Pathan 

student af N.W.F.P. with few Afghan boysl s4, 

They conceived the idea of Pakistan and contacted the Musl im Youth of India urgmg 

them to initiate debate on the scheme of Pakistan. A debate of thi s kind was held in the 

mid 1933 in Islamia College Pcshawar155
, 

They published a pamphlet titled as -'Now or Never" contained solution to the problems 

o f the Muslims of subcont inen t. The pamphlet was signed under the signature of President 

of K11 yber Union l56
. 

The post independence writers have portrayed Chaudhry Rehmat Ali to be the sole 

champion of this movement and have totally ignored the other three persons tantamount 

to concealing the histori cal facts l57. 

ISo! Director:Hc of Archives and Librnries, Peshawar. Khyber Union, London, file No.456. pr. 2.6.10. 
ISS Khan. PCTvez Ahmad. Fromicr Concingcnc to the Lahore Resolution. M.Phil Thesis. Areas Study Centre. UnivcrsilY 
orPeslmwar. 1993. p.5 
I ~ Qureshi. lshtiaq Hussain. The Stmgg1e for Pakistan. Karachi. \984. p.119 
In Fllkhr-ul-ls1am. Poli tical Devclopmencs in N. W.F.I' . since 1947. A Ph.D Dissertation. Area Study Centre. University 
of Peshawar. 1996. p.73. 
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CHAPTERS 

SAIDBZADA ABDUL QAIYUM EDUCA TlNAL SERVICES IN 

NOTRH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

1932-1936 

5.1. STRUGGLES FOR REFORMS AND FORMATION OF N.W.F.P. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

A very important object In the mind of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was that of 

obtain ing rcfonns for N.W.F.P. , for which he started his struggle soon after his entrance 

in the Legislative Assembly of Ind ia. On February 13. 1924, he observed in the Assembly 

that the GOVCllll11Cnt of India Act had not been given a fair trial and it was unfortunate 

that those reforms were not extending to N.W.F. P., as i f the Pathans were ' untouchable' 

who did not fOllll pm1 of India 158. 

In the Legislative Assembly of India on September 8, 1925, while debating the question 

of rcfonns when Alexander Muddiman staled that Reform Inquiry COlllm ittee only 

belonged to Governor Provinces, at this Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum aptly stated with 

en thusiasm: 

"Then do I understand that N.W.F.P.is not part and parcel of the British Empire. The 

mention of the depressed classes and labour is there. The Committee recommends some 

franchi se for the depressed and some extension of the franchise fo r the labourer, but not 

fo r those stalwart robust people across the Indus. This was what surprises me very 

much,·159. He through arguments persuaded the House that constitutional refonns are the 

need of tbe day for his Frontier province. He urged before the House that in Para, 38 of 

the Reform Inqui ry Report, it is stated that "we (Frontier) people are capable of do ing 

everything which the people of the other provinces can do. He advocated that, the people 

of Frontier are loyal subjects to the British lndia who fought not onl y aga inst the Arabs 

and Turks but also, several times with the Afghans. He questioned to the HOllse "who 

15' Lcgisbtive Asscmbly Dcbutes, Jllnutlly-Fcbrutlry 1924. Vol, IV. Pm1.1. Official Report, Simltl, Oovcnlmcntlll Press, 
\).SI8 
59 Lcgislmive Assembly Dchates, 1925, Vol. VI-No. 12, Official Report. Simltl, GoVCm1llcntlli I'ress. 1925, 1'.978. 
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have defended the borders of India in 1919 and who has gOl the cred it for it?,,]60, Hindus 

being against the reform for the Frontier claimed that if constitutional reforms will be 

given to them, "some sec ret soc ieti es" among them w ill "overthrow the mighty British 

Government", Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum strongly objected thi s claim and told the House 

" it is the minorit y not the majority that goes in for unconstitutional methods,d61. He often 

used to complain in House that Frontier province and matters related to it "has not 

attracted as much attention of the House as it deserve". He raised a voice in the HOllse 

"not 10 treaL us (North West Frontier Province inhabitants) as alien or stranger in tJlis 

country" . 

Similarly All lndia Muslim League passed a resolution urging the Government 

immediately to grallt refonns to the Frontier Province. The Government was of the view 

that prime hurdle in the way of granting refonns to the Frontier Province is financial 

difficulty as " there will be a recurring expenditure of Rs. 1.13 ,000 and it would no t under 

any circumstances exceed Rs. 1,25.000,.162. After a strong struggle of demand for refol1ns 

by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. the British Government decided to take solid steps in thi s 

direction and for the eva luation and implementation of refomls sent Simon Commission 

to Frontier. Simon Commission under the Chainnanship of Sir John Simon visited India 

in Febntary-March 1928 and again in October 1928 and April 1929 163
• 

Among the ai ms of the Commission were to inquire into the working of the 

system of govenunent, set up under the Act of 1919j the growth of education, and to 

report whether and to what ex tent, it is desirable to establi sh tbe principle to the 

responsible government, or to extent, modify and restrict the degree of responsible 

government then existing in India l 64.The Commission also visited Peshawar in November 

1928. The Commission entirely shared the view of the Bray Committee that "Provision 

ought now to be made for the Constitutional advance of the NOlth West Frontier 

Provi nce". 

l(,() The Legislative Assembly Dt-batcs, 1926, Vo1. V II , .No. 8, Official Report, Delhi, Governmental Press, 1926, 

~.lJlO. 
61 1bid., p.13 12. 

1621bid., 1301. 
16JQureshi, Ishtaiq Hussain. Struggle/or Paki:mm ,Karachi: Universi ty of Karachi, 1984, p.56 
'6l-y'alat, Nllushccn, ., A Review of Poli tie;!1 A' .... Jkening in NWFP (190 1.1 947)"' M.A. thesis, Pllkist3n Sludy Centre. 
Univers ity of Peshllwar, 1987·1989. pA8. 
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On the other side at the national level the all Indian Muslim League too adopted a 

resolution on 29th 30th and 31 sl of December 1926, at Delhi demanding refolllls for 

N0I1h-West Frontier Province. 

The British Govcmment, in order to resolve the const itutional problem of India and "to 

consider the Simon repor(,165 convinced the Round Table Conference in London. 

In a joint session of State of Council and Indian Legislative Counci l was held on July 9, 

1930, Lord Irw in , the Viceroy of India outlined the object of Round Table Conference as 

that of reaching solutions to all the problems faced in india through mutual consultation 

and 3brrcement, to be rectified later by the Parliament l66
. In September 1930, the 

Govcl11ment announced the nomination of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyulll as the representative 

ofN0I1h-West Frontier Province in forth coming Round Table Conference. 

Sahibzada Abd ul Qaiyum strongly pleaded the case of reforms in Round Table 

Conferences held in London. The first and second Round Table Conferences took place in 

London in 1930 and 193 1 respectively. Despite the intensive lobbying in London, Sir 

Sahibzada Abdul QaiYUI11 successfully pleaded the case ofrcfolllls to be inh'oduced in the 

Frontier. He said: 

'·When Frontier was separated from Punjab, we were assured by the government that 

under the direct supervision of Central Govemmenl the Province will fl ourish in every 

respect. We accepted the assurance and did not protest but the question is that what we 

have got after the separat ion? Other provinces are progressing whi le we are rctarding·-I b7. 

A sub-committee was formed in the first Round Table Conference to consider the Frontier 

issue in greater detail. British Prime Minister J. Ramsey Macdonald, chairman of Second 

Round Table Conference announced refonns for Frontier Province on December I , 193 1 

as: 

"Reforms are being awarded to the North-West Frontier Province as par with the other 

Governor Provinces of India therefore till the completion of new constitution Government 

of India Act 1919 will be enacted there,, 168. [11 hi s speech in N.W.F. P. Legislative 

16S Sabir, Shafi. Tarlkh Suba Sarhad. Peshawar: University Sook Agency, 1986. p.65S 
166 Obhrai. TIle EI'O/rlliOII oJNol"lh-Wesl Froll/iu Prodllce, 1'.1 56. 
161 Ahdus Samacl, LOtli Pllkh/ooll. p.194. 
161 Aziz. Sarhad Ku Aiyl..'Ilc Anaquh, p.219. 



76 

Council. George Cunningham praised Sahihzada Abdul Qaiyum for his successfu l role in 

Round Table Conference in these words: 

"The Round Table Conference in London of which we are proud to possess in thi s House 

a very distinguished representative who pleaded the cause of this Province and of India 

with great skill and devotion,,169, 

Now the long struggles of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum brought fruit in the fonn of 

Legislative Council of its own. In order to take part in the proposed popul ar presentation 

in the tirst ever Legislative body of the province, he has to stop role playing his important 

role in Indian Legislati ve Council. He left Delhi on March 15, 1932. 

Elections were held for twenty eight elected seats of Legislati ve Council of North-West 

Frontier Province in a House of total forty. Twelve members were nominated by the 

Government. The communal distribution of elected members was twenty two Muslims, 

five Hindus and one Sikh. The nominated members comprises of five European, one each 

for Muslim and Sikh and non-officials, four Muslims and one Sikh. Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum remained uncontested from his ancestral constituency, Topi . The Viceroy of 

Ind ia, Lord Willingdon and Lady WiJlingdon came to Peshawar by air on Apri l 16, 193 1 

and installed Sir Ralph Griffith as Governor of Frontier Province l1O
• 

According to Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum ··the reforms have brought a long with 

them many facilities for us and we can now have a face to face talk with the treasury 

benches and official groups. We take part in the deliberation as equal partners with them 

and we can discuss state affairs. state finances and state poli cies with them on the floor of 

thi s House as equal partner" . 

5.2 Struggle for education in N.W.F.P. Legislative Council 

On April 19, 1932, the oath cercmony of members of Legislative COUl1cil took place at 

Victoria Memorial Hall , Peshawar and Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum took oath as only 

Minister of Transferred Department on Apri l 20, 1932, on which day the viceroy 

addressed the Council and the message of King Emperor was read. The Honourable 

Minister, Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was al so incharge of Education Department and 

Finance. The control of other depaltments rest with English who were called as 

llil Khyber Mail. Janullry 27, 1935. 
110 Ibid., p.219. 
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'Executive Councilor'. Fi rst H. Gidney and later on George CUlmingham Were appointed 

as Executive Councilor! 7l, 

There held total eleven meetings of N.W.F.!) Legislative Counci l comprising of 105 

sessions and during the entire period, a 10lal36 resolut ions were passed by the Council. 

In the session or North-West Frontier Province Legislative Assembly held on May 

20. 1932 at Victoria Memorial Hall , Peshawar when Sardar Raja Singh, an elected 

member for reserved seat of SikJl community rai sed an objection that "Government does 

not contemplate the starting of Govern ment High Schools for girl s" and according to the 

Minister "one of such places under considerat ion for the starting of gi rl s schools was nol 

Peshawar, though one of the places under consideration was Abbottabad. I may point out 

that in Abbottabad we have already got girl s high schoor· ln. Sim ilarly he a lso criti cizt!d 

that "Agricultural farm or an ywhere else is not doing the duty that is entrusted to it. The 

f-i&'Ures show that Rs. 78,000 is being spen t on the Tarnab Fam) annually and the return is 

only Rs. 31,500. and thi s too is again spent on purchasing things on farm. By what 

educat ion is the fa rm liv ing to agricultu ralists by improvi ng thei r method of agricultllre"? 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum clari fi ed the objection ofSardar Raja Singh explain ing 

" 1 never excluded Peshawar from the li st of places which will be taken into consideration 

for establi shing a high school fo r girls. Peshawar is one of the places which will be 

considered along with Abbottabad, But the Hon 'able genrleman must bear in mind that 

both places got private high school for girls, already in existence and it is not that the need 

of the one fo r high school is greater than the Ol her" 'I73. 

Before the adjournment of the session a member, Ghulam Rabbani Khan suggested 

that in the House there is conscnsus of opinion on the point that a fema le high school 

ought to be established at Peshawar. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyulll strongly disagreed with 

the view of the Hon'able member that Tarnab Farm had not done instruct ive work and 

highlighted the importance of Agricultura l development in thesc words: 

17l Yousfi, Muulana Allah Bakhsh. Sarlmd aur Jcdojohd.c.Azlldi, N:lfccs AcudclllY Urdu Bazar Kamchi. fl . 656. 
m N.W.F.P. l egislative Councit Debates, Omcial Report, From 191

1> to 20!h April and 1S!h to 27'~ May, 1932 
• Vol: 1., Peshawar, Printed and Published by the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Books 
Depot and Forms Store, N.-W.F.P., Peshawar, 1933, p.100, 
J73 tbid, p.lO!. 
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'" am constrained to admit that it has not done much instruct ive work. It is a good 

decoration and worth y of show, No doubt it has spread the love of fi"uit growing in Qur 

country and several gardens and orchards have been slat1ed in various parts of the 

province. It has int roduced some new types of fru its into the country and fruits prices 

have gone down and some improvement in the fruit growing in the prov ince has certainly 

been the result of this agri cultural fann . We are now considering how to make it more 

useful. We are contemplating the poss ibility of maki ng it morc useful and instructi ve by 

the opening ofsomc agricultural classes and opening up ofsnwller fa l111 S in some parts of 

the Province where new implements for agriculture, new seeds some sllch things could be 

placed incharge of, not a very highly paid assistant, who should show the use oflhe same 

to the general public and acquain t them with the improvement that has been made in 

agri culture in several p ,U1 S of the Province. As regard the medical department, there is an 

idea of starting a medical school in order to train people for village life wi th a view to 

opening of shops and giving a little medical aid in the ru ral areas where government or 

district board di spensaries cannot be opened it is so immature alld the same old question 

f . . I r. .. 174 o . money agam stares us III lle lace . 

On May 1932 in the session of N.W. F.P. Legislati ve Council held at Town Hall, 

Abbottabad, Klliln Abdul Qaiyul11 Khan inqu ired frol11 Min ister of Transfen'cd 

Depal1m ents, Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum about the scholarshi ps for cducation at the 

Agriculture College Lyalpur, the num ber or scholarshi ps and selected candidate's district 

of domicile. 

Sahi bzada Abdul Qaiyum replied that: 

"Scholarship is awarded by the Government smce 1912 and at presen t there is one 

scholarship. The scholarship is generally been awarded after an interval of three years. So 

far two boys from Kohal, one Ii'olll BalUlU and rour from Peshawar have been awarded 

agricultural scho!arship,·175. 

n~N. W.F. P. l cgishnivc Council Debates, Official Report, May 21. 1932 , Vol: 1., Peshawar, Prinl(:d "nd Published by 
the Managt:r. Government Stationery mid Prillting Books Depot and f onllS Siore, N.-W.F.P. , Peshawar. 1933. 1'.144. 
17slbid .. 1'.2 11. 
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Ln the N.W.F.P. Legislative Counci l seSSIon of May 27, 1932 a non-Muhammadan 

member from Peshawar city, Rai Sahib Lalu Mehr Chand Khanna moved a resolution 

about the establi shment of Girls High School in Peshawar as: 

"This Council recommended to His Excellency the Governor 111 Council that a 

Govemment High School fo r Gi rl s immediately be opened in Peshawur,, 176. 

He through his strong arguments argued to pass the reso lu tion from the House for 

estab lishment of Gi rl s High School in Peshawar by declaring il a " un iversal demand" , He 

staled in the House that Report on Public Instruction in the North-West Frontier for Ibe 

year 1928-29 stressed upon development the female education as: 

"Remarkable through this growth is, there is no reason [or compliancy. The urgent need 

of the day is to bling the (.-'ducation of girls up to the standard reached by boys. Otherwise 

the cultural development of Indi a will continue to be one-sided, to the great loss of future 

generations. Public opinion is now alive to this need, as many arc noted [TOm the faci that 

from all over the Province rai ses a demand for more schools and particularly for schools 

that can teach English. 

Striking evidences o f this growth of Public opinion is also afforded by the record of the 

deputation of ladies, which met Miss Littlewood and me last January in Peshawar. An 

address of educational needs of the Province was read and a discussion of various detai ls 

followed . The address and the reply given were published in the press at the lime. Here it 

is sufficient to say that scheme of demands was most comprehensive and could only be 

completed by very brradual steps. An assurance was given to memorialists that the 

Department would do its best to help in satisfying the needs to which they had 

referred,-I77. 

After a long debate the resol ution was adopted for the establishment of a High School for 

Girls in Peshawar. 

In the budget speech presented in the House on May 18, 1932 for the fiscal year 1932-33, 

C. H. Gidney, Finance Member, cUI the education budget by three lakhs as compared with 

176 N. W.F.P. l egislative Council Dcbutes, Ofllcial Repon, May, 27 1932, Vol: I, Peshawar, Prinled und I'ublishcd by 
the Manllgcr, Government St;Jlioncry and Printing Books Dl'Pol anti Forms Store, N.·W.F.P., Peshawar, 1933, p. 372. 
I17lbid., p.374. 
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the budget estimates fo r 193 1-32, which was RS.1903 thousands. However in the budget 

of 1932-33, "a sum of two lakhs on account of non-recuning b'Tant allotted to the local 

bodies for construction of school build ings which completed the five years expansion 

programme,·l7s. In the budget there was no provision for development o f girl' s education. 

In the budget some of Rs. 4 lakhs has been located for the maintenance of those 

Govenuncnt institutions which are exclusively for the use of boys .In addition the 

Govern ment is paying about Rs. 2,78,000 as grant-in-aid to non-Government secondary 

schools. about Rs. 2,38.000 as grant in aid to local bodies fo r secondary education and 

about Rs 6,52,000 fo r pri mary education l79
. 

A provision for Rs. 1,72,00 has been made In budget for scholarships for general 

education and Rs.6,500 fo r medical educat ion .. Th is bring total to about Rs . 16 lakhs 

which shows that 1.7S per cent or less than 2 percent of the tota l budget is allocated for 

education. 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum stressed the need for establishment of technical school and told 

the House that examination result showed that "government aided schools were do ing 

much better work than government schools". 

The total strength of teachers in all male and female Government schools were 1 S I 

In 1932 which detail is as under on the basis of communities from which teachers 

belonged to: 

T able 2: (St r ength of Teachers in Government Schools Bllscd on Communities in 

1932) 

Particular Num bers Hindus Muslim Sikhs Chri s tian 

178 N.W.F.P. l egislat ive Council Debates, Official Report, 18'h May, 1932, Vol: 1., Peshawar, Printed and 
Published by t he Manager, Govern ment Stationery and Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, N.-W.F.P" 
Peshawar, 1933, pp.33,34. 
179 N.W.F.P. l egislative Council Debates, Official Report, 27''' May, 1932, p.372 



81 

2nd and 3rd grade 28 09 12 01 ------

Masters 

Commercial Masters 01 01 ------ ----- -------

J.A.V. Masl.ers, 77 26 47 04 -----. 

Drawing Masters and 
I S\ Oriental Teachers. 

Junior Oriental 36 I I 25 ----- -------

Teachers 

Drill s Masters. II 04 07 ----- ------

Mistresses at Nonnal 04 ------ 01 ----- 03 
Schools for Girls. 

Total 151 51 92 05 03 
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In 1932 total strength of clerical staff in the offi ces of D.P.!' and D.1.Ss in the N.W.F.P. 

was as following: 

Table 3: (Total Strength of Clerical Staff in the Offices D.P.I. and D.I.Ss in 1932) 

Offi ce Total Hindus Muslims 

~ ~ , . 
~ '-

Offi ce of D.P~1. 19 01 ~ 
Office ofD~I. Ss. 18 03 IS 

Total 37 04 33 

CD.P.1. Director Public Instruction, O.1.S. District Inspector of School) 

Similarly Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum told the House in the session of questions and 

answers about the strength of Head Masters in Government Schools l80
• which is as under: 

180 NW .F. P. Legislative Council Debates, Official Report, 25th May, 1932, Vol: 1., Peshawar, Printed and 
Published by the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, N.-W.F.P., 
Peshawar, 1933, p.2S3. 

, 

/ 
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Table 4: (Strength of Hcad l\bsters in aU Governlllent Schools based on 

cOllllllunities) 

Particular Numbers Hindus Muslim Sikhs Christian 

One I.E.s. 01 ------ 01 ------- ----.-

S.E.S.Posts II 03 08 .-.-- -------

Head Mistress for 01 ------ -------- ------ ---.--
Nonnal School for 

Girls 

Total 13 03 09 ----- ------

In 1932, total strength of P.E.S., was 10 which distribution accordi ng to different 

communities were as under: 
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Table 5: (Total strength of P.E.S in 1932) 

Particulars Total Hindus Muslims 

P.E.S. Selection 01 ------ 01 
Grade 

D.l.Ss, P.E.S. 05 05 

P.A. to D .P.!' Post 01 ------ 01 

Registrar Post 01 ------ 01 

PTC. Post 01 ------- ------

V.P.T.C .Post 01 ----- 01 

Total 10 ------ 09 
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When Mehr Chand Khanna enquired from the Minister of TransfclTcd Department about 

the communi ty bases detail of enrolment in the Training College Peshawar for S.Y. and 

J.Y. courses fo r the 1asl len years, on th is Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum presented before the 

House a statement showing communal composition of candidates for S.V. and l V. 

classes. 

Table 6: (Total strength ofS .and J,V. in Training College Peshawar in 1932) 

A. Table 6.1: J unior Vernacula r Class: 

Year Muhammadans Hindus Sikhs Indian Total 

Cilfist ians 

1922-23 58 II ----- ----- 69 

1923-24 50 13 ----- ----- 63 

1924-25 57 05 ---- ----- 62 

1925-26 29 0 1 -.-. ----- 30 

1926-27 60 05 ----- ----- 65 
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1927-28 84 02 ----- ---- 86 

1928-29 73 05 .--.- 01 79 

1929-30 74 04 ---- 01 79 

1930-31 74 05 01 ---- 80 

·193 1-32 75 07 ---- ----- 82 

Total 634 58 01 02 695 

B. Table 6.2: Scnio l' Vernacular Class: 

Year Muhammadans Hindus Sikhs Indian Total 

Christians 

1922-23 21 05 ----- ---.- 26 
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1923-24 20 01 ---.- ----- 21 

1924-25 19 02 ---- ----- 21 

1925-26 16 03 ---- ----- 19 

1926-27 17 01 ----. ----- 18 

1927-28 19 01 ----- ---- 20 

1928-29 35 04 ----- --_.-- 39 

1929-30 37 03 .--- ------ 40 

1930-3 1 31 05 03 ---- 39 

1931-32 36 04 ---- 01 40 

Total 25 1 29 03 01 284 
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Grand Total 885 87 04 03 979 

A and B 

Khan Bahadur Habibullah Khan asked from the Minister of Transferred Department 

about the annual inspection of schools by the controll ing agencies, maintaining of log­

book in schools performance of schools to judge the work of staff and matters related to 

the submission of an nual confidential reports etc l81
. 

At this Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum told the House that Di rector of Publ ic Instruct ion and 

Inspector of Vemacular Education inspect the schools at least once in a year, log-book is 

maintained by each school and annua l confidenti al reports submitted to Director Inspector 

of Education in June each year. 

Mehr Chand Khanna was a man who strongly cri ticized the Government for negli gence of 

female education in fhe Frontier Prov ince, in the House he stated that as compare to 

Punjab, Frontier Province is far behind in female education. He strongly objected over the 

discrimination that all scholarships are onl y for male student and "girl s were even 

debarred for applying for these scholarships" as "only Article 11 2 of Frontier Education 

Code provides ordinary maintenance grants fo r maintenance of girl' s schools·· 182 . 

Similarl y apart from general education female are completely ignored by the Government 

in the fi eld of medicine. 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyu m told the House that enrolment in already ex isting Girl s 

Schools i.c. Miss ion High School, Peshawar and Govind High School, Abbottabad is very 

low that' s why no need was felt for establishment of new girl s High Schools. Simi larl y in 

further support of his view point, he pointed out that presentl y " in thc ex isting Mission 

III N.W.F.P. l egislat ive Council Debates, Official Report, 23,d M ay, 1932, Vol: 1., Peshawar, Printed and 
Published by the Manager, Govern ment St ationery and Printing Books Depot and Forms St ore, N.·W.F.P., 
Peshawar, 1933, p.1 5S . 
182 N.W.F.P. legislative Council Debates, Official Report, 2i" May, 1932, p.373 
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Girls High School there are 12 girl s in 81h class and 14 in other two classes. There arc four 

Middle Schools at Peshawar and one of these schools, the Hindi School, Karimpura there 

are II girl s in glh Class and 13 in the 71h class. In the Municipal Board School at Yakka 

Tut, the number is practi cally the same. The Peshawar Cantonment School has 8 girl s in 

Slh class and 5 girl s in lower c1ass·,ISl. Apart fro lll o ther provinces there were 973 girl s 

enrolled in primary schools and there was no scheme to upgrade gi rl s primary school to 

Anglo Vernacular Middle School in Tehsi! Mansehra in1932. Overall in 1932 there were 

3,348 villages in North-West Front ier Province wi th total 827 boys and girls schools. 

Apal1 from 827 schools located in vi ll ages there were only 156 schools situated in urban 

localities. 

About the mcdium of instruction, he replied to a question in the House on Octobcr 12, 

1932 that: 

"Among the Pashto speaking people, we come across a remarkable solidarity of opi nion 

in favour of instruction being given in Urdu rather than in PashIa. Pashta was 

recommended to be used only colloquiall y in the lower classes oflhe school in the course 

of explanation by the teacher. The Pashlo-speaking population was practically unanimous 

in favour of instruction throughout in Urdu. Accounts and every day conversations are 

usuall y in Urdu and never in Pashto,,184. 

Five years Expansion of Primary Education scheme was stated by Mr. Towle in 

1927-28 to open 246 boys and 25 girl new and appointment of 40 male and 20 femal e 

add it ional teachers for these proposed schools. Total capital reserved for this scheme was 

Rs. 5, 20,443. The scheduled scheme actuall y given effect to wilh some modification 

duly approved by the Government, establi shed 178 boys and 25 girl s primary schools and 

appointed 133 male and 20 female teachers to run these schools. Since the introduction of 

Ihis expansion of primary education scheme in 1929, upto 1932, Rs. 4, 58, 174 were spent 

on the scheme. 

1U N.W.F.P.leglslative Council Debates, Official Report, from 10·h October to 2Sth October, 1932, Vol: II., 
Nos. 1-9, Peshawar, Printed and Published by the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Books 
Depot and Forms Store, N.W.F.P., Peshawar, 1933, p.1SS. 
II!4 Ibid, p. 132 
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Districts wise di stribut ion ofspcn l money under the scheme is as: 

I. Hazara Distri ct, Rs. 1,23,240. 

11 . Peshawar District, Rs. I ,30,3 13. 

Ill. Kohat District, Rs. 67, 939. 

IV. Bannu Distri ct, Rs.65,48S. 

v. D.I. Khan District, 71,197. 

Grand total amount spent under the scheme in Prov ince was Rs. 4,58, 174. The detai ls years by 

years are: 

T able 7: (District wise Distribution of mOllcy in Five Years Prim31'Y Education 

Expansion Scheme from 1927-28 to 1931 -32) 

Y ears Originall y Hazara Peshav.'ar Kohut Bannu D.I.Khan Total 
Sanctioned Spent 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1927-28 47, 115 7,467 11 ,303 7,027 7,764 7, 194 40, 156 

1928-29 9 1,485 20,26 1 19,407 11 ,2 16 11 ,195 8,420 70,499 

1929-30 1,04,677 26,637 25,478 13,488 13, 176 14,558 93,337 

1930-3 1 1,32,169 33,097 35,500 17,033 15,953 18,706 120,289 

193 1-32 145,000 35,778 38,625 19,175 17,996 7 1,197 4,58, 174 
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Total 5,20,443 1,23,240 1,30,3 13 67,939 65,485 7 1, 197 4,58, 174 

The difference between the amoun t "origina ll y sanctioned" and "Total spent"' is due to fact 

that originally sanctioned is the amoun t which means average cost and total spent is the actua l 

cost spent during a pal1icular year18S, This scheme was slopped in April 1932, i.e. at the close 

of fOlll1h year due to financial stringency and by the orders o f Govemment. 

Similarly during 1927 to till March 3 1, 1932, fifty one scholarships were awarded to talented 

students of Frontier Province for their medical education in King Edward College, Lahore and 

Medical School, Amfitsar. 

Mehr Chand Khanna asked from the Minister of Transferred Departments about the grant-in­

aid paid to various institutions of secondary education in 193 1_32 186
. On thi s Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum placed at table before the House the details about the grant -in aid awarded to valious 

institutions. 

Tablc 8: (Maintcnance Grant-in-Aid, Provident Fund, Schola rs hips and Building G rants 

paid to Various Institutions of Secondary Education in 1931-32) 

Heads of Estimates 

Maintenance 
Grants-in-aid to 

Colleges. 

• lslamia 
College 

Peshawar. 

185 Ibid., 291. 
186lbid ., p.363. 

1927-28 1928-29 

Rs Rs 

80,000 80,000 

1929-30 1930-3 1 193 1-32 Total Number 
of 

Scholars 
in 193 1-

1932 

Rs Rs Rs Rs 

1,00,00 1,04,000 1,02,000 4,66,000 333 

0 



92 

• Edwardes 11,750 12,000 
College 

12,000 25,000 24,000 84,750 115 

Peshawar. 

• V.B.Colleg 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 50,000 62 
e Oera 
Ismail 
Khan. 

Total 1,01 ,750 1,02,000 1,22,00 1,39,000 1,36,000 6.00,750 510 

0 

Provident and 
Scholarships Grant 

to Colleges. 

Provident Fund to-

• Islamia 
College 

Pesha,\'ar. 5,300 5724 6,228 6,3 12 7,020 30,584 ----. 

• Edwardes 
3 12 456 504 516 624 2,412 -----

College 
Peshawar. 

• V. B. 22 1 324 384 384 1,3 13 ----- -----
College 

Oera Ismail 
Khan. 

Total 5,612 6,401 7,056 7,2 12 8,028 34,309 -----
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Scholarship Grant 
to -

• Islamia 
College 

Peshawar. 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 15,000 -----

• Edwardes 
College ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ____ v -----

Peshawar. 

• V.8. 

College 
----- ---- - ----- ----- ----- ----- -----

Dera Ismai l 
Khan. 

Total 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 15,000 -----. 

Building Grant 
to-

• lslami a 
College 

Peshawar. 
---- 80,000 72,500 ---- ---- 1,52,500 -----

• Edwardes 
College 

Peshawar. 12,500 12,500 -.------- ---- ----- ---- . 

• V.8. 

College 
Dera Ismail --.- ----- ----- 25,000 ----- 25,000 -----

Khan. 



94 

Total 12,500 80,000 72,500 25,000 ~.---- 1,90,000 ------

Grand Total 1,22,862 1,9 1,40 1 2,04,55 1,74,2 12 1,47,028 8,40,059 -.---

6 

In 1932 Pashtu was not a recognized vemacular of the Province like Hindi, Punjabi and Persian 

languages in the Middle School Examination. The main reason behind th is was there were "no 

Pashtu textbooks available for the courses of study prescribed for the Middle School 

Examination" ] K7. 

In the budget estimates for the fiscal year 1933 -34, the Finance Member, M .C. H. Gidney, 

allotted Rs 46,252 as recUlTing and 24,000 as non-recurring under the head ·'education,· lss, 

Abdul Qaiyul11 Khan an outer member from Mansehra stressed the need of 

Agricultura l educat ion to the fanners who are using "old methods of tilling their land sowing 

the seeds and keeping their seeds and it is high time that we took up modem and scientific 

methods of agriculture,, 189. The best way to educate the fanners is "to give them some literature 

which should mainly deal with aglicultural subjects, with the methods of growing fruit trees, 

preserving fru its and securing good market for their produce. For thi s agri cultu ral classes 

should at least know to read". 

Khyber Mail, a leading newspaper of that ti me had expressed the need for the development of 

agricultural education as: 

187 tbid, p.287. 

183 N.W.F.P. legislative Council Debates, Official Report, March 9,1933, Vol: UI, No.1 Peshawar, Printed 
and Published by the Manager, Government Stat ionery and Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, N.­
W.F.P., Peshawar, p.39. 
189 N.W.f.P.legislative Council Debates, Official Report, March 25, 1933, Vol: III, No.1 Peshawar, Printed 
and Published bv the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, N. ­
W.F.P., Peshawar, p.777. 
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"The Government and National schools of the Prov ince, especially in Ole ru ral areas should 

display interest to introduce agriculture in the high classes in order to prepare the preparatory 

ground for the Islamia College by imparting the preliminary knowledge to the students, who 

wish to predetennine their careers whi le at school. The inclusion of Agriculture as compulsory 

subject in the curriculum of S.V. and J.V. classes of the Central Training College, Peshawar 

will greatly help the promotion of improved agriculture and uplift of the Province" I90
, 

As far as primary education is concerned he to ld the I-louse " it should be made free and it 

should also be made compulsory". He also suggested that the question about the duration of 

primary education should he decided by our Ministry or "some committee of experts". 

During the session Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum infonned the House about the achievements and 

steps taken by the Government for promotion of education in the Province. He told {hat: 

"Medical inspection of school c-hildren is now being carried out in many schools, almost in all 

the schools. The appointment of addit ional inspec ting staff is under consideration". The medical 

inspections of students were carried out in whole of the Province under the guidance of Dr. 

Muhammad Shah, M.B.B.S., Medical Inspector of Schools and the perfomlance of th is project 

was published in Khyber Mai l as: 

"The total number of boys subjected to medical examination during 1934 was 42,794 against 

13,540 of 1933. Out of total, 17,238 cases were recommended for treatment, 14,123 or 82 

percent actually received treatment. Out of all, 4625 operat ions were conducted out of which 

422 were major perfonned in 1934 against 149 major and 1.1 23 minor operations in 1933 191
• 

Similarly dispensaries were opened in different schools". 

While debating in the Assembly, he told the House that "a conference of educational experts 

were held in Peshawar on February 27, 1933 in which the question of the improvement of 

primary education was fully discusses. The summary of the Conference is: 

1. '''Primary Education in this Province requires revision" . 

190 Khyber Mail, Need of Agricultural Education in N.W.F.P. by Kahan Singh, January 20, 1935 
191 Khyber Mail, Medical Inspection of Students In N.W.F.P., November 10, 1935. 
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2. "A primary school should consist of five or six classes; English teaching should commence 

from 4th class, if there are 5 classes, otherwise it should begin in the 5th class. Whether 

English should be compulsory or optional in any palticular school would depend upon the 

staff available", 

3. "The train ing of teachers should be improved and selection of the candidates for training 

should be done more carefu ll y". 

4. "That the policy should be to gradua ll y convert Vernacular middle schools into Anglo­

Vernacular middle schools" . 

5. "The practice of sending gi rl s to boys elementary schools should be encouraged", 

6. "Matriculation or Anglo-Vernacular School examination should be selected for training as 

teachers but that those who have passed Vernacular Middle School examination should also 

be eligible as at present". 

7. "Urdu should continue to be the medium of instruct ion, but teachers working in rural areas 

where Pashto is the mother tongue must possess knowledge of that language,,192. 

During thi s session a resolution was also carried "to give immediate effect the 

recommendations of the Primary Education Committee" and another was moved by Khan 

Malik-ur-Ralunan Khan "that the Vernacular Middle School Usterzai Payan be raised to the 

standard of an Anglo-Vernacular Middle School" . The resolution of implementation of 

recommendations of Primary Education Committee was unanimously passed by the Legislative 

Council and later in November 1933 in answer to question Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum told the 

House about the practical achievements of the so passed resolution as: 

1. "That medical inspection of school ch.i ldren is now being carried out III Peshawar, 

Abbottabad, Kohat. Bannu and OeTa Ismail Khan". 

2. "With effect from Apri l this year, the one year's courses of training for teachers have 

been converted into a two years course" . 

3. "A proposal has been sanctioned by the Government whereby grants will be admissible 

to girl 's schools, which are more generous than those allowed to boy's schools". 

4. "Govemment is considering a number of other proposals e.g. the appointment of 

additional lnspectress, the opening of new primary schools for girl s, the creation of 

m Ibid .pp.77S.79 
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more posts of teachers for girl ' s schools, the raising of certain boys schools to high 

schools, the conversion of middle schools into Anglo-Vernacular middle schools and 

construction of new building for schools etc. But the abi lity of Government to sanction 

these wi ll depend upon provision of the necessary funds" 193 . In 1933 English teaching 

has been introduced in 53 lower middle schools total strength of ministerial staff in the 

office of inspectress of Girls, Government Training College Peshawar, District 

Inspectors of Schools, N.W.F.P ., and Leady Reading Provincial J-Iospital, Peshawar was 

40 besides 4 Muharrarirs were appointed in the office of District Inspectors of schools, 

N.W.F.p I94. 

Mehr Chand Khanna strongly objected that during 1932-33, Islamia College was given a grant 

of Rs. 1,03,000 which in proportion is more than Rs. 300 per student per annum whereas Vedic 

Bharatri College, Dera Ismail KJlan was given Rs.1 0,000 per annum which in proportion is less 

than Rs. 140 per student per alIDum 19S. 

1n a session held on March 10, 1934, Mehr Chand Khanna enquired from Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum about the grant-in-aid, scholarships and gran t for building of Islamia College Peshawar 

since its existence to till dale. In reply to this Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyulll placed on table the 

details of grants-in-aid, scholarships etc. which is as under: 

193 Index to N.W.F.P., legislative Council Debates, Official Report, from November 6, 1933 to November 
13,1933, Vol: IV Nos.1-S, Peshawar, Printed and Published by the Manager, Government Stationery and 
Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, N.-W.F.P., Peshawar, 1934,p.80. 
194tbid. 156. 

195 N.W.F.P.legislative Council Deba tes, Official Report, March 17,1933, Vol: III, No.1 Peshawar, Printed 
and Published by the Manager, Government St ationery and Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, N.­
W.F.P., Peshawar, p.233. 
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Table 9: Grant in aid and scholarships etc from 1912-1933 to Islamia College, Peshawar 

Year Maintenance Scholarship Provident Fund Building Grant 
Grant in Rs. Grant in Rs. Grant in Rs. 

In Rs. 

1912-\3 ------- ------- ----- 2,55,000 

1913-14 40,000 3,000 ---- 1,26,160 

19 14-15 52,280 3,000 - --- 6,055 

19 15-16 50,00 4,000 ----- -----

1916- 17 50,000 3,000 ---- ----

1917-18 50,000 3,000 1877 .-.-

1918-19 50,000 3,000 1879 -----

1919-20 50,000 3,000 1868 -----
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1920-2 1 50,000 3,000 1881 ----

192 1-22 1,02,000 3,000 232 1 ----

1922-23 50,000 3,000 3180 ----

1923-24 50,000 3,000 30 12 ----

1924-25 50,000 3,000 3672 ----

1925-26 70,000 3,000 3612 ----

1926-27 80,000 3,000 4,200 ---

1927-28 80,000 3,000 5,300 ----

1928-29 80,000 3,000 3724 80,000 

1929-30 1,00,000 3,000 6,2 18 72,500 
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1930-3 1 1,0 1,000 3,000 6,332 ----

193 1-32 1,02,000 3,000 6,780 -.---

1932-33 1,03,000 3,000 6852 68,728 

Similarly scholarships were awarded to the poor students of sole Intermediate College, 

Vedic Bharatri College Dera Ismail Khan Rs. 1200 per annum who got admission in RA. 

in Islamia College, Peshawar or Edwardes College. Peshawarl96
. 

The Khyber Mai l in October 8, 1935 expressed the development of education repol1 fo r 

the year 1934 that: 

"Advantage has been taken of the countenance of the financial depression to implement a 

deliberate policy of concentration and consolidation. Inspite of this, however some 

improvement and expansion has taken place in the department. Two lower middle schools 

were raised to the status of Anglo-vernacular middle schools while a 9th class was added 

to Anglo-Vernacular Middle School at Karak. Specia l English classes were attached to 

seven schools. A fine new building for Govemmcnt High School, Hangu, was completed 

while new school building for Baffa, and the Is lamia High School Nowshera Cantonment 

are under consideration,,197. 

On November 5, 1934, \1l the sessIOn of Legislati ve Council , a Muhammadan 

member from Peshawar, Pir Bakhsh moved a reso lution "to introduce the compulsory 

1M N.W. F.P. legislative Cou ncil Debates, Official Report, March 10, 1934, Vol; V, Nos.1-14, Peshawar, Printed and 
Published by the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Sooks Depot and Forms Store, N. -W.F.P., Peshawar, 
p.206-7. 
197 Khyber Mail, Peshawar, Occober 8, 1935. 
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system of education in the Province",198 ,Pir Bakhsh besides moving resolution, presented 

before the House full derails of cuniculum which he wanted to be adopted for primary 

education in the Province. His motion for introduction of compul sory primary education 

in the Province was carried in the House.ln the same session Lal Ladha Ram slated that 

"today there is a resolution (Resolution No.5) stating that technical and industrial 

education should be provided in this Province for enabling the people to eam their bread 

and blHter". 

As far as the medium of instructions is concerned, A.E.H. Macann, the Secretary to 

Govenunent Nortb·West Frontier Province, Transferred Departments in his letter of June 

25, 1935, suggested to the Director of Public Instruction North -West Frontier Province 

that: 

" instnlctions of infants must, until they have acqu ired some elementary education, be 

imparted in the language which they are accustomed to speak" . Education in preliminary 

classes of primary schools should , therefore, be imparted in Pashto, Hindi or 

Gunnukhi l99
. The medium of instruction must be in Urdu or English in upper classes. 

Grant-in-aid will be di scontinued unless the medium of instruction is changed to Urdu 

within a transition period of five years" . 

[n reply, the Director Public Instruction of tbe Frontier Province, Karim Bakhsh suggested 

through a letter on dated June 29, 1935 that "it is desirable that infants ~hould begin 

education in their mother tongue. The languages spoken in this Province are Pashto and 

Hindko (punjabi). The latter is spoken chiefly in urban areas of the Province. Punjabi and 

Hindko are allied tonbrues. Hindi is not the language of this Province. GunnukJli is the 

script in which Punjabi is written. Punjabi can also be written in Persian character. I will 

therefore, recommend that education in the I st and 2nd classes should be in the mother 

tongue of the infant, viz Pashto, Hindko or Punjabi. They should also learn Urdu. In the 

I'll Lcgishllive Council Debates, Officinl Repon, from November 2, 19]4 to November 8. 1934, Vol: VI • Nos.I-5, 
Peshuwar, Printed and Published by the Manager, Government Stationery (lnd Printing Books Depolnnd Fonns Store, 
N.W.F.P., Peshawar, 1935.p.I60. 
' 99 N.W.F.P., Legislative Council Debates, Offici::!l Report , from November 4, 1935 10 November 16, 1934\ Vol: 
lX,Nos.I-7, Peshawar, Printed lind Published by the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Books Depot and 
Fonns Store, N.-W. F.P., Pesh::!war, 1936.p.256. 
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3rd and 4th Primary classes Urdu alone shouJd become the mediulll of instruction. In 

midd le classes the medium of insLructioll should continue to be Urdu for both boy ' s and 

girl ' s schools. In the high classes and in colleges, the medium of instruct ion should be 

Urdu or English,,2oo. 

The government fi nally recommended in a letter to education department on dated 

September 4. 1935 that "Government agree that educatjon in 1 Sl and 2nd classes should he 

impaticd in the mother tongue of the student; that is to say, in Pashia speaking areas, in 

Pashto, and in Hindko speaking areas, in Hindko. They also agree that in the 3rt! and 4 1h 

Primary classes Urdu should alone be the medium of instruction". A circular was issued 

by the Director Public Instruction about the medium of instruction throughout the 

Province. 

The newspaper and various societies appreciated this step of the Government to declare 

Urdu as medium of instruction as: 

The Dairai-Adabia, an organization working in Peshawar in its Working Committee 

meeting congratulated the Local Government on taking the bold and quite justified steps 

of making Urdu which is Lingua Franca of lndia as a compulsory medium of instruction 

in the Primary standard and thanked Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum and Director of Public 

[nstruction201
. 

The non-Pashto speaking and predominately non-Muslim members of the Assembly 

objected to this memorandum. To them, it came to be known as anti-Hindi-Gunnukhi 

circular or the Black Circular. 

Some Hindus writer wrote articles in opposition of circular. Khyber Mail under the tilted 

'The Educat ion Circular'. Direct Blow at Minority Rjghts . wrote: 

A deputation of Provincial Hindi Gunnukhi Defence Committee waited upon His 

Excellency the Governor N.W.F.P. and presented a long memorial in which it is objected 

that: 

200 Ibid ., p. 257-258. 
201 Khyber Mail, November 10, 1935. 
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"the policy underlying the circular, which is extremely detrimental to the religious and 

cultural interests of Hindus and Sikhs and which at the same time is obviously calculated 

to effect most prejudicially the cause of Female Education, constitutes as well as a most 

violent infringement on minori ty ri ghts orlhe Hindus and Sikhs,,;!02. 

The Hindu and Sikll members, who opposed it vehemently. did not attend sessions of 

Legislative Council for three days and Black Day was observed with processions. Leader 

of Congress Pm1y, Dr. Khan Sahib declared on August 7. 1936 that when Congress came 

to power, this circular would be repealed203
. 

To this Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum replied in defense that he had tried to compromise by 

adopting a common language 'Urdu ' fo r the whole of the Province which ought to have 

sati sfied all , especially when it was not his own mother tongue. 56 percent of our 

population is non-Pashto speaking. Anyone who did Dot agree to a common language in 

such a small Province as N.W.F.P. could not claim to be a nationalist. Nationali sm 

demanded that they ought to look at the interest of the Province as a whole and not the 

private and sectarian one204 .Rai Bahadur Mehr Chand Khanna mentioned that the 

Province owned a great deal of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum for his short tenn of office 

under the new constitution. He was responsible for removing all restrictions on intemees 

and external, the suspension of the Public Tranquility Act, li fting the ban on Congress and 

other poli tical organizations and the cancellation of anti-Hindi-Gunnukhi Circu lar. 

Since the Refonns has been introduced in Frontier Province every year 6 students were 

nominated by the Frontier Government to the Medical School Amritsar, In 1935 the 

numbers of scholarshjps were raised to 6 which previously were only two for Punjab 

Veterinary College, Lahore. Similarly the total strength of the employees in education 

department based on each cOlllmunity is as under the table: 

:!(12 Khyber Mail December 15. 1935. 
203 N. W.F.r., Legislative Council Debates, Official Report, September 28, 1937, Vol: II , Nos. I- 16, PeS1U\\\'llr, Printed 
and Published by the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Books DC\lOt and Fomls Store, N.·W.F.P., 
Peshawar, 1938,r.674. 
204 lbid .. p.6 17- 18. 
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Table 10: Employees in Education Department based 011 each Community in J935 

Service Total No. Muhammadan Hindus Sikhs Christians 

Provincial 12 10 ----- ----- 02 

Subordinates 238 172 51 06 09 

Clerks 42 39 03 --- ---

Total 292 221 54 06 11 

For the promotion of technical and industrial education a resolution was moved by the 

Independent Party in tJ1C House in 1933 and 1934 but the ballot did not favoured that. In 

Legislative Council session held on November 16, 1935, Malik Khuda BakJlsh moved thi s 

resolution again by stating that : 

"to take early steps for establishing institutions for imparting technical and industrial 

education in thi s Province" , His Illation was carri ed in the House. In support of his stand 

point he made references from the latest Education Report which clearl y speaks: 



lOS 

"As mentioned in the previous reports, the demand for establishing a technical institution 

in order to remove unemployment among the educated classes has been steadily 

increasing for the past several years. The paucity of funds precluded the possibility of 

starting an institution of this kind, A schedule of new demand was, however submitted to 

Government last year for the establishment of industrial classes at the Government 

Training School for Men, Peshawar. The course wi ll be for two years, and if necessary it 

can be extended to three. [n order to fac ilitate the opening of these classes, it was 

proposed to abolish or reduce the nwnber of J.V. stipends and to utilize the savings thus 

affected in financing the industrial classes. The Government sanctioned the scheme on the 

above lines and industrial classes consisting of a smithy and carpentry classes with ten 

stipendiaries in each have been started in the Training School for Men in the current year. 

The success of this new experiment will be watched with great inlerest'120S
. 

He further told the House that pure education is not at all useful at the present 

moment and insisted on t.he need of teclmical and industrial education otherwise 

unemployment tend to increase day by day. T. C. Orgill, the Director of Public 

Instruction, told the House that "an atlempt has previously been made to include technical 

or industrial training i.n the ordinary high school curriculum"zo6. Under the supervision of 

Director Agriculture a weaving institute has been started where weaving, dyeing and all 

the departments of a weaver's trade were being improved with shuttle looms and double 

looms which increased the weaver's ourtUfll . In connection wit.h the technical education a 

small class has been started at the Tamab fann to give an elementary electrician 's training 

to candidates in connection with the Hydro.Electric scheme. Classes in Agriculture have 

been started at Islamia College. The Punjab Uni versity has granted the College affi liation 

upto F.Sc. standard. A dairy and fanning training class has been started in Islamia 

College. In 1935 additional funds were demanded for starting B.Sc. in agriculture. In 

1936 it was demanded in the Legislative Council by T. C. Orgill that a University may be 

established in the Frontier Province to cater the needs of higher education. The Punjab 

University Enquiry Report known as Anderson Report and the Committee of inspection 

which has visited many colleges of India had reported that the lslamia College Peshawar 

lOS lbid., p.366. 
llloI lbid, p.368. 
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and Khalsa College Arnritsar were the only two colleges capable of being made unitary 

Universities in the immediate future207
. The idea of University in N.W.F.P was strongly 

supported by Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum as; 

"The idea behind it is to find some practical course of studies for students to make them 

better citizens of India and to enable them to earn their living in a better way than as mcre 

clerks and officials. A University here will have to cater for tribal areas which fonn half 

of this Provincc,,208, 

In October 1934 he asked Wordsworth to appoint a Committee to enquire into the 

adequacy and suitability of the present system of higher education in N.W.F.P., consider 

the question of establishing a separate university and make necessary recommendations. 

Wordsworth constituted a Committee which held five meeting in 1934 in connection with 

the establishment of a University for the Frontier Province and supported that only a 

separate independent University could break away from old traditions set up by the 

Punjab. The name of the university proposed was 'Khyber University '. The Secretary of 

the Commit1ee, Ahmad Ali Sadiq submitted the report to the Principal Is lamia College, 

who handed it over to T. C. Orgill, Director Public Instructions for further transmission 

with the government in January 1935. After a few months this report was returned 

without comments209
. 

The efforts and services of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum were much praised by the 

members of N.W.F.P. Legislative Council. Rai Sahib Mehr Chand Khanna said that 

" lslamia College was the pet child, unol the only child of Sir Sahibzada Qaiyum". Sardar 

Muhammad Aurangzeb Khan, a non-official nominated member of the Counci l also 

referred the devoted services of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum for spreading education in the 

Province because of this Aligarh University has got his services as member of its Court. 

He was offered the Vice Chancellorship of the Aligarh University but he prefclTed to 

serve his native people. Sardar Aurangzeb further said time was ripe for N.W.F.P. to have 

201 Holdsworth, Annual Report, Marh 1934-March 1938, 
20t N. W.F.P., legislative Counci l Debates, Officinl Repon, from March 10, 1936 to March 28. 1936, Vol: X,Nos, I·1 2, 
Pcshawar, Printed Bnd Published by the Manager, Government Stmionery and Printing Books Depot and Fonns Store, 
N.W.F.P .• Peshawllr. 1937,p.197. 
209'09 Wordsworth, Annual Report. 
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a University of its own inspilc of the meager reso urces of the Province and paucity of 

funds because the Punjab Universi ty bas grown unwieldy and could no longer carry the 

burden of N.W.F.P. Cn this regard, the people could utilize the ripe experience of 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum who knew exactly the needs of his people and Prov ince, to be 

kept in mind wh ile drafting a scheme for a University210. 

In the session of Legislative Council held on March 18, 1936, Pir Bakhsh 

moved a resolution "to take immediate steps to dispossess the Punjab University of 

control over higher education in thi s Province", which was carried after a long debate 

among the members in favour of University in their own Province. Another resolution 

which was moved by Malik-ur-Rahman about the establishment of rntermediate College 

in Kohat was carried out by the President of Legislative Council during the 

session2 11.Duling his tenure as Minister of Transferred Departments, work started on 

Malakand Hydro Electric Scheme, Shariat Act was passed and Agriculture Referendum 

were introduced and a Radio Station was establi shed in Peshawar212. 

Different educational programs and talks were broadcasted from this radio station, 

i.e. Quran-i-Sharif, Humorous Dialogue Agriculture saying, Medical Subject, Talk: The 

Place of Teachers in Education, Talk on Agriculture, Veterinary ~\Ihj ect , History of Islam 

by M.A, KJlattak 213, Quran-i-Sharif. Humorous Dialogue and Talk to Children ctc214
, The 

establishment of vi llage libraries in certain rural schools and installation of radio sets in 

certain others for broadcasting purposes, broaden tbe outlook of villagers to general 

knowiedge21S, 

5.2 EMPLOYMENT OF THE STUDENTS 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was much concerned about the employment of the educaled 

youths so that they can eam money to nourish their fam ilies. The unemployment problem 

arose when a large number of graduates of agricultural, medical or general institutions 

210 N.W.F. P. Legislative Council Debates, Official Report, March 1936, Vol: X, Peshawar, Printed and Published bv the 
Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Sooks Depot and Forms Store, N.-W.F.P., Peshawar, p.194·S. 

2lIN.W.F.P., Legislative Council Debate" Mlln::h 18, 1936, p. 179. 
m Obhrai, op, cit, pp.297-98 
m Khyber Mail, Peshawar, May 5, 1935. 
214 Khyber Mail. Peshawar, May 19, 1935. 
115 Khyber Mail, Peshawar. October 8, 1935. 
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became jobless due to less induction in the govcl11l11cnt services. He as non-offi cial 

members in Indian Legislative Counci l stressed on the House to increase the number of 

vacancies for the Muslims in depal1mcnts slich as railways, revenues etc. 

Islam Seva Smaj Society was fonned on December 13 , 1933 on a non sectarian basis as 

its office in Bombay. The 'Unemployment Muslims Office' was estab li shed by this 

society on July I, 1934. Till September 1935 this soc iety's Office registered 365 

unemployed Muslims and 60 employed216
• 

As a Minister of the TransfclTcd Department he opened new schools, hospitals 

agricultural fanns and industries etc resulting creat ion of vacancies in these departments. 

He too stressed upon the students to seek the knowledge of technica l and industrial 

education. He was of the opinion thai to produce mere graduates wi th no job is burden for 

the country. 

While focusing on the problem of employment of the outgoing students Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum as Honorary Secretary infonned the member of the Counci l: 

"There is yet a further need which is a crying nced but to meet which I am absolute ly 

helpless. Every member of the Council , I am sure is fu lly alive to the present day 

conditions. Employment among the educated classcs is a matter of serious concern not 

only fo r the government , but for the society itself. Time is changing and the various 

avt;:nucs of employment are being seriously contracted. If we have to keep abreast in thi s 

race of life, we have to alter our education pol icy. It is no use now to tum out graduates 

and under-graduates in dozens or in hundreds. We want practical education which may 

suit our products for the various competitive examinations for higher and lower services. 

Under the present condition only that education inst itution can prosper, which is in a 

position to provide means for training students for the competitive examinations and it is 

absolutely necessary for us to provide for special classes in charge of competent persons. 

On my representation His Excellency the Governor was pleased to approach the military 

allthority·s permission to allow us to open military training classes but unfortunately, hi s 

recommendation was turned down on the plea that the military budget did not allow the 

necessary expenditure ... but this is a matter, which could not be allowed to remain where it 

was. I have already requested His Excellency the Governor to make one more eff0l1 and 

216 Khyber Mail, Peshawar, September 8, 1935. 
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to infonn the military authorities tJlat the College would be prepared to contribute partly 

towards the necessary expenditure. r have taken this step for the reason that military 

service is the coming service, offering fair scope for employment to young Pathans. a 

service which they are naturally fitted on account of their traditions and their physique. 1 

hope that the Cotmcil wi ll approve ofthis·,217, 

In his Presidential address at All India Mohammadan Education Conference in 

1925, he stressed upon the need of agricultural, technical, industrial, business and trade 

education so as to cam living by adopting professions related to it. For thi s purpose 

cert:ificates and diploma courses were started in different institutions so as tile people 

acquaint with them with the basic knowledge for practicaJ field work. Minority's 

representatives in the N.W.F.P. Legislative Assembly were very much concerned about 

their due share in government services and demanded a greater share according to their 

high literacy rate. At this Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum told the House that: 

" It has been urged that a large proportion shouJd be fixed for the minorities In the 

Educational Service. I wish to draw the attention of this House to the fact that the 

minorities, especially the Hindus have taken up their education in their own hands as far 

as school education is concerned and have established, with the airl of the Government 

brrant, their own schools throughout the length and breadth of the Provi nce. They do not 

send their boys to the Government Schools, because they wish to retrain their own culture 

and they can do it more satisfactorily in their denominational schools. What is then the 

use of increasing the number of Hindu teachers in Government schools when til ere are not 

a sufficient numbers of Hindus boys to be taught? Urdu is medium of instruction in 

schools here but Hindus and SikJ1S insist on conducting their female education through the 

mediwn of Hindi and Gunnukhi. If they give up their present policy of segregation and 

sent their children to Government Schools in large number, a great problem will be 

solved. Our expenditure wi ll be reduced almost by half and there will be a lesser cause of 

grievance from any quarter,·2Ift , 

117 Agenda Matters to be brought before the Council Management, Islamia College, Peshawar, at their 
Annual Budget Meeting to be held on Monday April 17, 1933, p.6. 
218 Khyber Mail, peshawar, February 3, 1935. 
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He while replying to a question of S. Ajit Singh in N.W.F.P. Legislative Assembly who 

enquired about the ways and means to ameliorate the condition of employment, 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum said that Government is considering the ways and means to 

deal with the problem of education unemployment and aim to reli eve hardship as soon as 

possible but the problem did not admit of an easy or rapid solution2 19
• The Director o f 

Public Instruction in an article suggested some suggestions for the problem of 

unemployment. He wrote: 

"A practical so lution of the problem of unemployment can onJy be found in radical re­

adjustment of the prescnt system of education in schools in such a way a large number of 

pupils shall be diverted at the completion of their secondary education either to 

occupations or to separate vocational institutions .. 220
. 

m N.W .F.P. legislative Assembly Debates, September 1, 1937, Vol. II, No. 1, p.9. 
zw Khyber Mail, December 8, 1935. 
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CRAPTER6 

SARIBZADA ABDUL QATYUM AS CHIEF MINISTER OF N.W.F.P. 

AND PROMOTION OF EDUCATION 

After a term of five years, the next step of constitutional development for the 

N0l1h-West Frontier Legislative CounciJ was its development into Legislative Assembly. 

According to the Act of 1935, the general elections were held in February 1937 for 

N.W.F.P Legislative Assembly. The voter's li sts were publ ished on July 15, 1936. 

Frontier Province was divided into 49 constituencies and throughout the Province 257 

polling stat ions were established. Out of these polling stations J 6 were reserved for only 

female with only female poll ing staff so that female may not feel hurdle in casting their 

votes. Every polling station was reserved for at least 1000 voters to cast the ir votes. The 

elections were held by the Frontier Reforms Office. Best ,mangements were done by the 

Reforms Officer Khan Bahadur Muhammad Dilawar Khan. This election was held in 

different dates from February I, 1937 to February 10, 1937. Total number of registered 

volers was 2, 46,609 and the number of vote casted was 17,9529. No right of vote was 

given to tribal areas in this election. District wise distribution of seats were, Peshawar, 14, 

Kohat, 6, Baulll!, 6, Mardan, 6, Hazara, II and Dera Ismail Khan, 7. The communal 

distribut ion of seats was as: 

Muslims Reserved Seats. 36 

Sikhs Resetved Seats. 3 

General Scats. 9 

Landlords Reserved Seats = 2. 

In the voters lists total registered female volers were 4,895 and the total female cast votes 

were 3,998221
. For a total House of 50 seats there were 136 contesting candidates and not 

a single candidate won without contesting. In the elections Muslim won 38 seats, Hindus 

won 9 seats and SikllS won 3 seats. 

nlJavid.Aziz, S::arhad Ka Aiycni Artaqah (Udru), Idarn Tchqiq wa Tasncef. Pt.'li llllwar, 1915.p.p.239.240. 
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Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum contested the elections from two constituencies, one from his 

ancestral area, Topi and other from Haripur South. In Topi his opponent Khan Abdul Aziz 

K11an of Zaida defeated Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum whereas he won the seat from Haripur 

South . 

From amongst 36 Muslim seats Congress contested 29 seats, but they won only 15 seats. 

From total of nine general seals, eight of which were contested by the Congress and only 

four won by the Congress. 

The party-wise position in these elections of 1937 was as fo llows222
; 

I. Congress 19 

2. Hindu-Sikh Nationalists 7 

3. Muslim Independent Party 2 

4. Independent Muslims 2 1 

5. Lndepclldent Hindus 1 

Total: 50 

Out of total 36 seats reserved for the Muslims, majority i.e. 23 members who got elected 

did not belong to the Congress. This was because of the fact that majority of the Muslims 

in the province did not like the Congress activities:Ul
. By combining together all the 

Muslim members along with support of some non-Muslim members Sir Abdul Qaiyum 

fornled his United Muslim Nationalist Parry2l4. 

Shortly after the elections, Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum formed his own party "United 

Nationalist Party" in the Assembly with the help of Independent members . 

The elected 23 independent Muslim legislators grouped themselves into tlu ee part ies: 

1. Nationalist Party headed by Nawab Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan. 

2. Hazara Democratic Party in which members belonging to Hazara were included. 

3. Azad Party in which rest of the Muslim and even some non-Muslims were included. 

mSul!ana, Dr. Kishwor, Sir Sahibz,ada Abd ul Qaiyum MiniSlrY in N.W.F.P., Apri l -September 1937, Pakistan Annual 
Reseorch Journal, Vol. 50 , 20 14, p . 190. 
m Yusufi , A llah Bakhsh. Sfj·asat.j.Sardad key IrtaqaiAfalla::if(Urdu), Kamehi, Mohammad Ali Educational Society. 3 
Hatt iYusufi House. 1972, p. 77. 
124 Talbot, [lin. Prol1illcia{ Politics alld tiJ l! Pakis/a l/ MOI'Cmt'llt 1937·1947. Karach i, Oxford UniversilY Press. 1990, 
p. lO, 
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These parties all ied with each other and supported Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum to fOlm his 

Ministry. Hindu-Sikh party supported the United Nationali st Party on certai n conditions, 

some of lil at were, that the Pashia circular issued by the Di rector of Public Instruct ion in 

September 1935 be withdrawn, 25 percent of the admission to technical and professional 

schools in and outside the province should be allowed to Hindu and Sikh students and 

scholarship be granted on the same percentage and 25 percent of future appointments to 

the public service should be allotted to Hindus and Sikhs225
• 

Under the circumstances, Sir Abdul Qaiyul11 formed the Ministry on I April , 1937 as first 

Chief Minister of North-West Frontier Province along with portfolios of Minster of Home 

Affairs including Educat ion and Public Works. Other Ministers of his Cabinet were Khan 

Bahadur Saadullah Khan and Rai Bahadur Mehr Chand Khanna. Khan Bahadu r Saadullah 

Khan had portfolio of Minister of Agriculture and Rai Bahadur Mehr Chand Khanna with 

portfolio of Finance. Abdul Majid Khan a Muslim member from Haripur Central was 

appointed as speaker of the Assembly by the Governor. In the second session of 

Assembly held in Town Hall Abbottabad on September 3, 1937, Malik Khuda Baksh 

Advocate was elected as Speaker of the Frontier Assembly with the support of 29 

members226
. 

The fi rst meeting ofN.W.F.P Legislati ve Assembly was held on 14 Apri l 1937. On 15 

April Sir George Cunningham, Govcmor of the Frontier Province, addressed the 

Assembly. During the Governors' address the Congress Members did not participate in 

the Assembly proceedings. 

When Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum was elected as Chief Minister of tile Frontier Province he 

has a vast programme for the development of his Province. That was published in the 

newspaper, the Kh yber Mail as under: 

I. The development and expansion of the faci lities of educa tion and health. 

2. Eradication of unemployment. 

3. The development of primary education and cumculum 227
. 

225 The Dilily Civi l and Military GazeHecr. L:thorc. July 30. 1939 
m "u/i(1II AI/IIIW! Reg;sler 1937. Vol. 1. p. 167. 
~11 Khyber Mail, July 4, 1937. 
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During the Sh011 period of his premiership Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum did a lot fo r the 

development o f education, He made compulsory the read ing of Mufti Kafi yatull ah . 

President of Jamia! Ulama·i- Hind seri es of Islamic Education as textbooks upla class i h 

in all Govemment schools228
. 

When the Chief Minister of N.W.F.P suspended the Hindi Grant to the institutions, 

Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad divcI1ed his attention to the fact that owing to the suspension 

of Hindi grant in majority of Muslim Province, no doubt the Muslims of thi s Province 

will get some financial benefits but in react ion to this, in minority of Muslim Provinces 

due to the suspension of Persian and Arabic grants the Muslims in comparison will suffer 

a great loss. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum being a foresighted man reali zed the facLs and had 

taken back the orders of suspension of Hi ndi grant. During the years 1934-37 nine 

stipendiaries were sent by the North-West Frontier Government to the Central Training 

College Lahore. 

He continued his stmggle for the developmen t and expans ion of lslamia College. 

Agriculture elasses were started and for this purpose aided with grant-in aid229
• For 

Agri cu lture and industria l growth certain associations were encouraged to establi sh 

cooperat ive socicti es in both rural and urban areas. 

For the purpose of easing the job hunting and provision work for the comlllon man, the 

provincial government did establish Government Training School, Peshawar and 

estab li shed a Thennal Power School in Mardan. 

Minister of Finance, Mehr Chand KlulIlna presented the budgct in the House for the fiscal 

year 1937-38 on September I, 1937 while the opposition walked out during the session. 

Special emphasize was given to female education in the budget speech. Finance Minister 

told the House in hi s budget speech that: 

·'The Government has made a start to fill a long felt want in this Province. I refer to 

female education. lntennediale classes has been started in Lady Griffith Girls High 

School, Peshawar and it is intended to open high school for girls at headqum1er of each 

di strict. Step are being taken to re-organize primary education and affo rd fmiher facilities 

~2fKhan,M ir Abdus Sanml,Loni PflkI'1001l : Sir Sycd.j. Sadwd SlIhih:ndu Abdlll QllJ,llm KfulII (Urdu), Peshawar. 
Univcrsity Book Agcncy, 1982, p.3?!. 
~~Javid, Aziz, Srlrhad KaAiycllcArtilph. (Urdu), ldlll".l Tchqiq \Va Trlsncd: Pcshawur, J'HS.p.246. 
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for technical and industrial train ing. In spite of Ollr small resources we have been able to 

sct apart a sum of Rs. 0.66 iakJls for new expenditure on Education over OUf existing 

commitments of Rs.2 1.60 lakhs under this head,·230. As far as Agri cultural education is 

concerned he said: 

"B.Sc. class in Agriculture has been opened in Islamia College, Peshawar and training 

classes at Tal11ab Farm have been extended. Mention may also be made of special 

scholarships intended to assist the poorer classes. In the Schedule of New Expenditure 

under the head Agriculture and Allied Depmiments a sum of Rs. 0.83 lakhs has been 

provided for the purpose over and above the ex isting commitments of Rs. 5.83 lakhs,':!31. 

Abdul Ghaffar KJlan who had been released from a five years confinement came to 

Lahore in AUh'Ust 1937 and said that he was not happy with the government of Si r Abdul 

Qaiyum. Therefore, he was trying to install a Congress Ministry in the Frontier Province 

for which great effol1s were required2J2 .The Congress tried its best to fom, the Ministry 

earlier but it could not win support from the Hindu and Sikh members of the Asscmbly. 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Ministry however, lasted from Apri l 1, 1937 till September 3, 

1937 when Dr. Khan Sahib Icd Congress with the help of Hindu-Sikh Nationalist P3I1y 

and the Hazara Democratic Party passed a non-confidence motion against it233
. 

On the day of non-confidence motion, in the Town Hall Abbottabad, Sahihzada Abdul 

Qaiyum in his speech openheartedly accepted the motion and hoped for the best for new 

installed Ministry of Dr. Khan Sahib in these words: 

" \Vh ile extending my heartiest welcome to the incoming Ministry let me express a hope 

that the Ministry wi ll be fo rmed under the able guidance of our friends and guests who 

arrived here a few days ago wi ll be a Ministry which we wi ll be able to look back upon 

with pride, a Ministry that will be a stable one, and a Ministry which will be pure and 

undiluted, so that it can command the confid ence and respect of all sections of this House 

=~.W.F.f>. Legislative Assembly Dcbalt:s, Septembe r I. 1937, Vol. II. No. I, Budget SllCt:ch by Mchr Chand Khnnllll, 
r,,·35-36. 
_51 Ibid.p.36 
illTimcs or India, 23 August 1937. 
m l~ittcnbcrg. Stephen A.The Independence Movement in lndi,, 's Nurth West Frontier Province: 1901-1947, A I'h.D 
thesis. Columbia University 1977. p.24. 

i 
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and of the people outside it. Let me also express a hope that the b'Teat principles of the 

great Organizat ion will no t be compromised in th is my small provincc .. 234
. 

After hi s speech in the House, the Speaker of the Assembly moved the motion of no 

confidence, led by leader of the opposi tion Dr. Khan Sahib in these words: 

''This Assembly expresses it want of confidence in the Council of Mini stries, N0l1h~ West 

Frontier Province, consisting of Nawab Sir Abdul Qaiyum, Khan Bahadur Saadullah 

Khan and Rai Bahadur Mehr Chand Khanna". The Assembly gel divided by 22 against 

the matioll and 27 in favour of motion, resulting dissolving the Ministry of Sahibzada 

Abdul Qaiyum. 

Dr. Khan Sahib Ministry took the oath of offi ce on September 7, 1937. 

Under the provisions of the Section 78 of the Government of India Act and Rule 114 of 

the Rules of Procedure Congress led Ministry presented a second budget in the House. 

Congress Ministry was o f the view that as no general di scussion has been carried Oll t on 

the budget presented by the Ministry ofSahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, therefore existing rules 

allowed the presentation of second budget. Besides thi s they argued that the previous 

budget was not passed by the House. Sahibzada Abdu l Qaiyum strongly objected on this 

decision of Dr. Khan Sahib in these words: 

" If onl y one budget is during the year is allowed, will a second, third or f0U11h budget be 

introduced along \;vith the changes in the Ministry,,?23s The advocate General had 

remarked that there is no law by which except ordinary expenditure, supplies can be 

granted to run the Govemmcnt and this has to be taken as fin al decision. The decision of 

Dr. KJlan Sahib Ministry to present a second Budget for the same fi scal year was be like 

ultra vires and against the Government of India Act 1935. Finally Minister of Finance, 

Lala Bhanju Ram presented a second budget before the House on September 17, 1937. In 

the new budget some of Rs. one lakh had been el iminated from Cont ingencies. In the 

budget, proposals regarding the convers ion of cel1 ain Primary Schools into Middle 

Schools had been omitted2l6
. There was a cut in the gran t of Education in the new budget, 

amounting to Rs.54,243, Another disappointment was the cut of Rs. 44,160 out of Islamia 

234 N. W.F.P. legislative Coundl Debates, Official Report, September 1, 1937 to September 30, 1937 Vol: II , Nos.1·16, 
Peshawar, Printed and Published bv the Manager, Government Stationery and Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, 
N.W.F.P., Peshawar, 1938, p. 97. 
235 N.w.F.P. legislatIve Council Debates, Official Report, September 17, 1937, p. 110. 
236 Ibid, p.129. 
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College allotment meant fo r Agriculture classes there237
, Even the Governor was pained 

to see all this happening and recorded in his di ary as: 

'·B.Sc. faculty at Islamia College wiped Ollt , but I am not sure that I don' t sympat hise" . 

The new budget presented by Congress had cut fi ve Primary Schools for boys and fi ve for 

girls, while the nominal encouragement for the health department was al so unsatisfactory. 

As leader of opposi tion in the House, thi s given him great shock when in new budget 

Congress cut of head of Educat ion whereas on the contrary he was expecting a double 

increase in education &'Tant after saving from under other heads. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul1l 

was of the opinion that any sav ing by the Government should have been cannarkcd fo r 

education and sanitation rather than di stribution in pies and annas as remission in land 
. ")38 

revenue to Its payers- . 

The cut in Education grant was also deplored by a number of o ther Assembly members. 

Sardar Muhammad Aurangzeb Khan obselved that the Ministry of Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum had provided eleven items in the budget pertain ing to budget, wh ile the Congress 

Min istry, the so-called Swaraj Ministry, was pleased to cut off seven it ems from 

education. Even Abdur Rabb Nishtar was in favour of additional grant to Islamia College 

for it s B.Sc. Agricu ltu re classes, although he otherwise approved the new budgee39
. 

Arbab Abdul Ghafur Khan defended the cut in grant for Islamia College by saying that 

"his fourteen years stay there had revealed to him that the sa id College was ' Islamia' only 

in name, the same be ing a misnomer unnecessarily attached to the College" . He further 

said that the College foundation was laid by the British, who probably had an agreement 

with the authorities to ever have an Engli shman as its Principal, whose duty was to curb 

nationalists and patri otic feelings in the students. Thus people were hood-winked by the 

word ' Islamia ', as the College was not so in the real sense. He expressed hi s happiness 

over the proposcd cut in the College grant rather he went a step fU l1her to recommcnd the 

stoppage of entire grant24o.Qazi Ataull ah, Revenue and Education Minister of Congress, 

137 N.w.F .P. Leglslatiye Council Debates, Official Report, September 17, 1937 Vol: II , Nos.1-16, Peshawar, Printed and 
Published by the Manager, Goyemment Stationery and Printing Books Depot and Forms Store, 
N.W.F.P., Peshawar, 1938, p.l13. 
238 Ibid. 

m Ibid, p.284 
240 Ibid, p.228 
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justified the cut by saying that the original College gran t was not reduced and it was onl y 

the grant for Agriculture classes which was being cut because these classes could do no 

more than to produce surplus and j obless Agriculture Graduatcs2
'", This was Qazi 

Ataullah who took some measures which objected him to criticism. The first step taken by 

hi m was the exclusion of a book titled Taleem-ul - Is lam by Maulana Kafiyatull ah from 

course. His criti cs arc of lhe view that he did it just to please Hindus242
, 

Other Congress member Khan Faqira Khan also criticized Islamia College for retarding 

the progress of the natioll because he thought it merely produced clerks and lawyers who 

were a source of burden for the coun try. Pir Bakhsh KJlan and Rai Bahadur C ham an Lal 

etc also criti cized Islamia College. 

In response to repeated attacks on Islamia College, Mian Ziaudin remarked that he was 

very sorry to see the thi n end of the wedge in the cut off in the Education Depm1 mellt. 

Still more sad fact was to see o ld Islamia College students standing up in the Assembly t.o 

speak against their Alma-matter, whi le in their College days they made speeches to 

impress others with their love and devotion for that institution. These men have now 

changed thei r co lour after coming into the Assembly. 

Mian Ziauddin observed that fo r people like Abdu l Ghafur Khan, Islam ia College has 

become an eye-sore, which remi nded him of Anwar's couplet: 

_Y{L,.-::A t,;/..)j{ 
• 

Translation: - Every bolt from the blue sky, thought o rdained fo r others. 1.11 the process of 

descending, enqui res as to Anwar's dwell ing place so as to fa ll thereupon. 

w Ibid, p.297 

2.2 Hilali Yousafzai,Toryaie, Maktaba Jalllhooriyal, Peshawar. 1966, p.220. 
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After the end o f second session of N.W.F. P. Legislative Assembly, Sahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum returned to his native village Topi. On Friday. December 3, 1937 a delegat ion of 

Islamia College came to meet him in connection with the Sil ver Jub ilee of the college. 

While seeing those off, he felt gidd y and about to stumble down of paralysis attack, which 

took him into a state of deep coma lasted till early morning at 1.30 AM, December 4, 

1937 when he expired and left thi s morta l world. His li fe till hi s death was devoted to the 

cause of educati on. On his death the fomlcr N-W.F.P. govclllor Sir George Cunningham 

wrote an article in the l ow'nal of Pakistan Society London in 1962 wherein he says: 

"Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum Khan, a man of great dignity, great character and certainly the 

most farseei ng statesman thai the Frontier Province ever had. You had only to look at thai 

strong purposeful face of his to know that there was a man who really was made to 

command" . It was greatest tragedy that he died so untimely before he had time to see the 

result of his political work for the North-West" Frontier Province."The Eastern Times 

under the 

Caption 'The Passing of a Great Path an. 'wrote: 

"Not only Frontier Province, but the whole Muslims of India was plunged into deep 

SOITOW and mourning on Eid Day at tbe unexpected and sudden death of Nawab Sir 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum. So terrible was the shock that first it was diffi cult to believe in 

the fact. Even now there is no consolation but the knowledge that this is the will of God in 

whose hands are the li ves of all beings. That the late Sir Sahi bzada Abdul Qaiyum was 

not only the greatest statesman and leader of the Frontier Province but he was 

incomparably the greatest man that the Province ever produced,·243. 

After the death of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum his devoted fri end Sardar Aurangzeb Khan, 

who had attended the Round Table Conferences as his private secretary. was elected as 

leader of opposi tion. He became the Chief Minister of the Frontier Province in May 1943. 

He occupied the same post ti ll March 1945. He continued the miss ion ofSahibzada Abdul 

Qaiyum and within in a short period of two years, six new High Schools were added to 

the existing 19 in the Frontier Province. His Ministry was also di ssolved after a no 

Confidence motion tabled by Dr. Khan Sahib244 

243 The Khyber, Sir Abdu Qaiyum Memorial Number,January 1938, pp.14· 15. 
1~ Shafi Sabir, Tarikh, op, cit, pp.253-54 
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Conclusion 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyulll is generally known as "Sir Syed of Fron tier" , a title which he 

rightly deserved. Sir Sahibzada had cordial relation with the British. Whi le in tIl CiT service 

he played mediatory role between them and Pathan tribes. It was due to bis friendship 

with Roes-Keppel that the idea of foundation of Islamia College materialized. The 

foundation of Islamia College which he has done so much in enlightening of Pathan 

community is a landmark which has to hi s credit. The lslamia College Peshawar was 

opened in 1914 for the purpose of giving Mussalmans of the Frontier the advantages of 

western learning along with a careful training in the principles and precepts of Islam. In 

lslamia College every effort was made to deepen the student devotion to their religion and 

to encourage the growth of their rel igious life. The College Library was equipped with 

manuscripts and rare book with the personal efforts of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum . 

He possessed unique administrati ve skill, shrewd judgment and considerable tact. He was 

pioneer of education in a backward Province, particularly at a time when English 

education was attributed to "Kufir" in North-West Frontier Province. This was Sir Syed 

of Frontier, who miraculously spread knowledge and science in the length and breadth of 

the province. The brilliant achievements of such an outstanding parliamentarian. 

exceptional statesman and sound educationi st ought to be written in golden letters. Tn the 

words ofSahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, real education consisted in the study of Nature, Man, 

Society and God, which provided an endless source of thoughts to anyone who turned to 

it. He asked the student to test the truth of knowledge deri ved from the books by 

comparing it with Nature, Only by doing this anyone can be able to form independent 

judgment 

He fully advocated the cause of Frontier as non-offi ciaJ nominated member of Indian 

Legislative Council from 1924 to 1932. The demand for a full -blown democratic 

constitutional set up in the Frontier was thus conceded at the Round Table Conference 

when a committee was constituted to look into the question of refonns and it was 

recommended that law be handed over to responsib le minister while ' watch and ward' 

was to be central subject incharge of provincial chief commissioner or governor. Thus 
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from December 1, 193 1, N.W.F. P. was elevated from the chief commissioners to a 

lieutenant governor's province and Montford scheme of refonns o f 19 19 duly. if belatedl y 

introduced. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum struggled for the promotion of education from this 

venue and subsequently when Frontier province was upgraded 10 a status of chief minister 

province. Accordingly elections were held and Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyul1l foml ed his 

ministry. He from all the parliamentary '-louses struggled 10 grant scholarships to the 

students for their medical agricultural and general education. He th rough his speeches and 

addresses stressed upon the students to equipped themselves with the knowledge of 

modem subjects like technical , industrial and business shldies. 

He had realized thai students should be diverted to occupational training hal fway through 

their scholasti c career rather than be allowed to finish their studies at a University and 

subsequently swell the number of unemployed candidates for Govenunent service. For 

thi s due the efforts of Sahi bzada Abdul Qaiyum a start has been made by the introduction 

of A!,rri culture classes at Islamia College and opening of Industri al classes in Peshawar. 

Primary Education was made compulsory in the Province. To develop the true sense o f 

nationality, Urdu was declared as medium of instruction at primary level. Other two 

contemporary channels fo r uplifting the standard of educat ion at that time were Azad 

School by Ohaffar Khan commonly known as Bacha Khan and Anjuman-e-Hamiyat-i­

Islam, Lahore which won appreciation from all corners of the Frontier Province. 

Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum also helped the needy and orphans in thei r education, 

employment and other faci lities. He set in change which made his brethren rea li ze the 

sign ificance and need for modem education. The real va lue of education according to him 

lay in the awaking that it brings and the refinement that it grants to hidden talents. He had 

realized that education alone could bless his people with freedom , not only freedom from 

ignorance and freedom from want, but also freedom from yoke of foreign domination and 

dependence. 
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