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Chapter 1 

IlIt'roduction 

It is fact that Sindh has been th e crad le of ditlerent c ivilizations since antiquity . Natura lly, the 

culture of Sindh has been very diverse s ince the vcry beginning. And, its med ieval und 

modern history is no exception in this regard . 'nilS divers ity of nft, arc hitecture, archaeo logy, 

literature and even the buria l systems provides a vas t ground for research. The speci fic area 

i.e. the burial SystClll has attracted gro ups of researchers over the centuries to co nduct studies. 

The old graveyards, shrincs and buildings in Thalia, Hyderabad and scattered grnves of 

Kirthar range in Karachi show how the people of previous tillle used decorat ive des igns 10 

ex press their beliefs and ritua ls at that time. That is the very reason that these sites have got 

the attcntion of many scholars to conduct researches and reconstruct the history with the ir 

good work. The origin or scattered graves or Kirthar range ut Karachi dates back to 15th- 16th 

century, situated in districts a long with National Highway. TIlese graves arc decorated with 

motifs, jewellery, symbols, turbans and crocodiles etc. 11lcse are the similar graveyards as 

Chaukhalldi which WIIS first noticed by the British officer J.P. Voge l in the eurly 20th 

century. 

Due to exposure and vulnerability to c li matic influence, human-environment interaction and 

IlIck of attention from tiny authority most of graves have severe ly been damaged. Damages 

have a lso been caused by treasure hunters. TIley have removed decorated stones for different 

purposes such as building of new graveyards. Lund grabbers also arc involved in the 

destruct ion. 



I . I Statement of Problem 

Tbese ChaukJlandi tombs/graves have been high lighted by a huge number of notable 

scho lars, who have do ne the val uable work on them. However, a huge num ber of simi lar 

tombs arc scattered all over in different areas of Karachi . For instance, they can be found on 

the nearer si tes of Karachi division such as union councils GadaI'. Kathore. and Moidan . 

Furthermore, such kinds of graveyards are scattered in various areus of the aforementioned 

union councils. They have not been studied by any sc holar so far . This study ni1l1 s to exp lore 

lind study these graveyards, in Gadap, Kathore and Moidan. 

J.2 The Signilicu ll ce of the Study 

nlis study wi ll contribute in di fferent ways. It will bring these graves in the no tice of 

concerned authorities and will also help to reconstruct the regiona l history o f mentioned 

areas. It will also d iscuss the culture and tradi tions of the time and some regiona l stories 

regard ing these graves will be documented. It also provides ins ight into the o rigi n of these 

graves. 

I. J Literature Review 

'nlcrc has been sufficicnt literature about grave, graveyards and burial systcm of S illdh and 

Baluchistun. It includes books, articles etc. 

Lashari (20 12) discusses the decorated graves of C hawkandi graveyard situ ated at Nationa l 

Highway Karachi , The author writes that these graves arc an exce llent representation of the 

artistic taste of ind igenous tribal people of that time. 111C details engraved 0 11 graves are not 

just beauty but a lso meaningful and serves some purpose. For the graves of male deceased 

have diITerelit symbols then th at of fema les. The female graves are cngrnved with feminine 

symbols such as Jewe lry whilc malc graves have Turbans (Hasan, 1992) . 
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Ali Ah mad Brohi (1986) memions all th e sites ofChalikhandi graves, the ir history, location, 

construcl'ion, symbo lic representation depicted on Ihese graves. He also disc usses the 

chrono log ical dates for the construction or these gra ves and assoc ial es them with 16 century. 

Ka llnati (2014) writes that these graves are not just the resti ng place or dead people but they 

arc the vault of history of this land wh ich can help us to understand and rewrite the local 

history. 

Bnloch (1984) say Ihal indigenous tr ibes living in this area from hundreds of years onen had 

battles with each o ther. The warriors on each tri be ho ld a prcstigious posit ion in the tribe and 

usually marty red in a battle rece ived a high burial ceremony. If YOll go to "Bhingll" 

Graveyard you will rind a decorated o ld grave which is a rest ing place or a warrior from 

Kalmat i tribe named ·'Bhingu". 

Khan (20 I 0) observes thai Chaukhandi graveyards IIrc not the only graveyard with such 

decorated graves in that area but actually, therc are othcr scattered graveyards as well but 

sadly Ihey have been neglected by many. One can start with understandi ng the decorated 

graves which have been studi ed by experts that wit l hel p one to understand the art and 

archaeo logy of stlch less known graves. 

Thatthvi (1959) states thaI graves of Makli eames the history of an era when there we re 

imperia l wars in Sindh between Arghuns and Turkha ns for the nile of the empire. 

Abro (2009) mentions, Sindh have many hidden gems which need extensive exp loration rrom 

the experts or lhe fie ld thllt can he lp in lhe reconstruction orhistory. 

N. A. l3aloch ( 199 1) writes thai the chaukhandi graveyards arc also known as Rumi style it is 

not derived from Roman but it is derived from Molana Jallaluddin Rumi by his followers and 

he rocused on chaukhandi gra veyards located in urban centers, such as Landi town. 
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Z. A. Kahol'o (2009) writes two s ites III Sindh, located in Tando Muhammad Khan and 

Thalia, respective ly. I-Ie disclisses various an ima l depicted on the graveyards, as a symbol of 

represen ting warriors. He further slales, these graves are dating back to Mian Ghulam Shah 

Kalhoro (1758-1772 C.E.) and are related to powerful tr ibes of Jats. 

Kalhoro (20 II ) vis ited Thuna Bula Khan in Jarnshoro, Sind h. In this paper author highligh ts 

the graveyards of different triba l chi efs o f Burfat I'ribes. I-Ie further disc llsses the symbols 

depicted on t hese gruves. 

Salome Zajadacz- l-Iastenrath (2000) discusses the orl gm of tombs chauris or canopy in 

lslamic architecture. This sty le of lombs decoration was started in the 12th and 13th century in 

the cil iy of Bhadresvar in Kathiawar, India. He also discusses the canopy sly ies of Makli 

graveyard, and states that, these canop ies were on ly present on the tribal chiefs or rulers. 

Sheikh Khurs hid Hasan (1984) observes chaukhandi graves in Pir Palho located in ThaU a 

dist rict. He further mentions the measurements and dep ictions o f horse riders on these graves. 

which belong to Jok hia tribes. 

Kalhoro in a proceeding (201 6) speaks about current cond ition ofChaukhandi graveyards in 

Makli and tries to highlight th e threats. He further ment ions th e role of civil society ror the 

safeguarding of this cultural heritage. 

Kalhoro again in a proceding (2018) stresses upon the conservat ion and preselVations of lhe 

grave in Makli graveyards. 

During the Course of survey at Chaukhand i tombs many decorative moti fs were found to be 

carved on the cenotaphs, in Lakhopir graveyard ncar Jhirk . The lap carved stone, flat in 

shape. (HaSan. Grave stones from Chuukhandi, 1992) 
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1.4 Me thod ology 

Methodology is the systematic knowledge and " log ic and usc" of the wnys, procedures nnd 

techniqucs to havc enough knowlcd ge abolltthe research YOli are goi ng to conduct. 

My research follows descriptive, quantitative and survey methods. 

This study dea ls with the s imilar graveyards of dine rent rural areas of Karachi which arc still 

unexplored and needs dyer attention from the researchers to ex plore its historical and 

archaeo logica l significancc if the background and intcrprctation of symbols and inscription 

engraved on thcse gravcs arc done attentively. 'n lCse graveyards can be found on the nearer 

sides of Karachi division such as un ion COUJlc ils of Gadap, Kathore and Moidan . Th is study 

aims to deal with the history, art and architecture. 

Total eigh t graveyards of three union counci ls were studied from Kirthar range, Thrce 

graveyards from UC Mo idan, three from UC Gnd<lp and Iwo graveyards from UC Kathore. 

Names ofthesc graveyards nrc as fo llows 

I. «Imam Bux Bur' ra" , " Shair Muhammad Bnndija", "Kand Jhang wari Rumi" of UC 

Moidan . 

2. " Ka lmati wari Rumi". "Bhingu" and ';Hnji Nothak" of UC Gaddap. 

3. "Jummn Kache lo" and "Garban! Gohar Baan! Gaorbnn" Gravcyards of UC Kathore. 

1. 5 Data Co llection 

The data for this rescarch project was collected through various methods. Accurate 

measurements of the length and width of the graves under research is d il'cctly taken . Survey 

method was used to find alternate ora l narratives about th cm. Photographs enhancing the 

important dctails of the design and architecture of the graves werc takcn . Oral history 
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interv iews III semi structured form were conducted by the researcher on the history and 

antiquity of the s ite. 

I. 6 Key Questions for Ihis I{escarch 

What is the historica l backgro und of thesc graveyards? 

What arc the similarities and diss imilari ties among these graveynrds with Chaukhandi 

graves? 

Which symbo ls are engraved and what they mean? 

What is inscribed on these graves? 

I. 7 Objectives 

• Survey and documen tation of lhese scattered graveyards. 

• Hisl'O rica l background of these graveyards. 

• Interpreta tions of symbols and inscriptions 

1. 8 Org:luizalion of the Study 

This research consists of /1 ve chapters; chapter first is an introd ucliol\ whic h ide ntify the 

nccd of this research and the data co llection methods and literature rev iew. In Ihe second 

chapter, the geography of research sites are discussed. Thc th ird chupter is 'sile pro file', 

which d iscliss the s ite description in detail. The next chapter is dala analys is, in wh ich the 

data of research s ites are compare with the works of previous scholars. 
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Chapter 2 

Geography 

The focused areas o f this study are situated in Mali r distric of Karachi . Ma lir is located 

approximately in between 24 45'N to 25 N, Latitudes and 67 13' to 67 22 ' E, Longitudes. 

District Malir is part of Kamch i Div ision in North East Karachi. In iI's Wesl and South, 

District West Karachi , Dist rict Karachi East and Korangi District are loca ted. 11 is bordered 

wilh Thalia from Sout h East side, Jamshoro is on North and Nort h West Ba loch istan 

Provi nce is located. 
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There arc to tal 20 union counc ils in dis trict Ma li r. In this study, wc focuscd o n three un ions 

councils where afo rementioned graveyards arc s itlillted. These thrce union councils arc as 

fo llows 

I. Union Counc il Moidan 

2. Union Council Gadap 

3. Union Counc il Kathore 

2. I Union Council Moidan 

It is s ituated at the distance of 30+ kilometers towards no rth from Karachi To ll Plaza, Super 

Hi ghway. It is mostly a mountainous area with no clectric ity, roads or other bas ic facil ities . 

Ruin is the only source o f water. Li vcstock is the mai n source o f income in this area. 

The literal meaning o f Moidan is claimcd by two tri bes living in thi s arca i.e . 8 ik ik and 

Bareja; " Moidan" was Ilame o f a perso n who belonged 10 c ither Bik ik or Bareja tribe. 

Another theo ry is th,,! thi s namc " Mo idan" is j ust a nam e like any of othcr nam cs lik e 

" Remdan", " Kuldan" or " Pishukan".l 

There ure around 70 villages in UC Moidan, BurFat lind Bikik arc the o ldest living 

commu nities in this area while o ther major tribes include Brchi, Khaskhcli, Kan rrc, Chhutta 

and Ahmedani etc. Market language oflh is area is S indhi. 

I. Gul Hassan Kalmaty. Karachi S illdl! J i Maa,.i, I SI cd. (Karachi : Kacho Publ icatio ns. 
2007). p537. 
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2.2 Union Council C mlap 

It is s it uated at the d istance of 24 kilome ters towards north from Karachi Toll Plaza, Super 

llighway. There are two theories regard ing the meaning of its name "Gadap" , one na rw tion 

goes like during the I3 ri t ish colon ia l era, when the Roj adm in istrat ion was search ing for water 

sources in NaraThar mountain ranges. After a long search. they fina lly found a st ream let in 

th is <lrea and called it:l "Good "Iope" for the settlement. Wilh the passage oftirne. th is word 

"Good I-lope" turned into "Gadap". The seco nd tradtion is that th is place was a helping place 

fo r carav<lns in o ld times to rest and water the caravans. In 8aluch i language "Gadd" means 

"wild goat" whi le "Aap" mC<lIIS "water".2 

2. Gul l-l assan K<lhmlty, Karachi Sindlt Ji Maari, I $I cd. (Kamchi : Kacho Publications, 
2007), pS41. 
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There nrc 45 villages in UC GadaI' where Jokhio, Gnbo l and Wadhe lo Ba loch being the 

oldest res id ents; Olher major groups include Kalmali , Khask heli and Khossa etc. Mark el 

language is S indhi. Gad .. p is nOI very much di versiried yel Ihey have shared "Eid Gah" 10 

o ffer Eid and JUTlllna prayers but Graveyards are separaled o n tribal or eOllllllunity bas is. 

UC Gadap is moslly plain land sharin g borders wilh UC Kathore. Agriculture is ma in source 

o f incollle for ils inhabita nts. " Thadho" (co ld) river is the main source o f water; however, 

underground water is most ly used for irrigation purposes. 

2.3 Union COllllcil K11thOl'c 

Knthore is s ituated 0 11 left s ide o f the highway o n 45 k ilometers. '111e nlllnc " Katho n:" is 

deri ved from Sindhi language which literally means "Timbe r market" or a region which has 

arid land .) Klithorc comprises 58 v illages while Kalmati lI lid Jokhio being the o ldest 

res ident's, other nuuor cas tes may include Khossa, Gubol, Uurfat , Wndhc la, Mard, Bugli, 

Taillni , Kache lo, Chhuun <md Dashti etc. 

Kalhorc is most ly plnin lund while huving mountai ns o n iI's bo rders separating it from district 

Jamshoro. Kathore has 2 main sources or water i.e. river and Jal andharu ri ver; area s till is 

mostly re ly ing on underground water sources for irri glltion purposes. 

Kulho re has a much di ve rsiried environment yet people are very we ll conn ected w ith eac h 

other. It has one uniried " Eid Gah", Eid and Jumma prayers arc o fTercd at s llllrcd space 

together. Even though area is somewhat tribal yet il has II shared gra veyard for the 

communities o f area. It also has some ancient graveyards hnving some vis ib le s imilarities to 

CJulllkha l1di graveyard. 

3. Gul Hassan Ka lmaty, Karachi Sil1dh Ji Maari, I ~t cd. (Karachi : Kacho Publications, 
2007), pS2. 
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Chapter 3 

Site P rofile 

This chapter rocuses on complete measu rement or gravcs and also dea ls with history and 

ownership or these graves. Prev iously no survey was conducted in this pmticu lar region, 

mostly the Chaukhandi tombs o r Lundhi is popularly kn own but othe r re lated gra ves arc 

mostly ignored or we re not given much allent ion. This survey and doclIlllent ation is 

concerned with Kirt har Runge Kurachi , which was not surveyed before. Eight sites were 

vis ited during this st udy which are discusses brieny below: 

3, 1 Im;ult Dux BUl"m Cl':lvcyard (Ue Moklan) 

Graveyard Imam Bux Bur' ra was vis ited by researcher on 16111 April 2019, having spen t 3 

hours on measuring th e graves und noting the prominent symbols engraved of graves. 

According to the loca ls, these graves arc at least three centuries old. The reccilt graves in th is 

graveyard be long to the Bur' ra tribe while the ownership of old decorated gravcs is still 

unknown. 

The tot al numbers o f deco rated graves are twenty four out or wh ich 10 graves belong to 

mi nors i. e. chi ldrcn. The inscript ions on the graves are severely arfected by the erosion thus 

very difficult to read. Every adult grave is cons isted of 5 stone s labs and covcred with one 

large vertical slab. The measurements of adult graves arc as fo llows 
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Figllre 6 Damaged adult grave al/mam BILt 8u,. 'ra 
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The small graves are co nsisted of th ree s labs and covered with one large vert ical s lab. The 

measurements of sma ll graves are as fo llows 

Figurl! 7 Pholo of child grlll'l! at 11,/(/11/ 8'Ll !Jllr'l'I/ 

Widt h "" 1,25 n 

Length "" 2.2 ft 

Height "" 1.35 ft 
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TIlese graves nre made of yellowish co loured, native stones that arc carved into slabs. The 

grave is on average 5 tiers. -nlcse tiers were th e representat ion of the social status of the 

deceased, the more tiers, the higher and the grave which represents the higher soc ial status 

among the soc iety. Though the deceased lying in these graves is not known today it can be 

identified that they hold hi gher soc ial statuses, as also to ld by the old man from the nearby 

vi llage. The o ld man, during th e interview, added that these graves arc so o ld that we almost 

lost the traces Ihat afe ly ing ins ide these gravcs but one thing we know for sllre is Ihat they 

must be people of some greal innucnces in the soc iety, whether be socinlly or spirilllnily. 

That is exactly why these graves usually experience some vis itors who comc for the 

fulfillment of theif desires expec ting these graves to have be longed to Pirs or Murshids of 

the ir tim cs. 

There is sure ly some inscription on the s labs of the graves but due to severe neg ligence and 

eros ion, these inscriptions are unable to be read and required a professional vis it and una lysis 

10 be decoded. There arc some decorated geomet rical shapes carved on these stones. Us uully, 

the foulldation tier is plain which has no decorati ve sy mbols or inscriptions on them. The 

second tier has the reprcsentation of four-petaled flowers in square blocks which are similar 

10 the roselle (symmctrica l circular motif) which can be found in Ihe gl'llves Chuukhandi 

grave of Mnlir (Hasan, 1996). 

The third tier has circular lo tus flower plates with big circu lar and square cu t Ollts from the 

slabs. Lotlls is another motif which appears on the most of the Chaukhandi tombs, an o ld 

lllotifthat was used by the ancient Egyptiuns in the ornamentation of all kind o f work. It wus 

used from the most co lossa l columns down 10 the s mallest objects. Lotus was conceived as 

be ing specially endowed with life force. The c ircular und tilted square cutouts on the graves 

LIlay seem servin g a pure ly decorative purposc but they might have the ir interpretation. The 
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c ircle may represen t the Sun or moon which Illay sy mbol ize the time here. II is clear. the 

circle is predominanlly decorative so it seems th e case with square eu t-Ollts (Las hari, 20 12). 

Tier 4 is a thin borderline slab carved with zig-zag lines or may also he ca ll ed di viding bands. 

The appearance of the add itional tier was not a mere addition but it went a long way in 

devcloping the look of these g raves. Tier 5 is a representation of "Takht" i.e. royal crown 

which again s ignifies the deceased higher status. Tier 6 is n verti ca l s lab carved with lotus 

plates of both sides (Sec fig. 5). 

The minor g raves lire usually 01' 3 t iers made of the same stones as used for the adu lt g raves. 

The minor graves arc severe ly eroded. These graves have bordered with straight lines and 

tilted square cut-outs for decoration. It can be seen that no deta ils havc been given to the 

graves on its symbolic representations (See fig. 7). 

The present condition o fthesc graves is a larming. All the gra ves are damaged by the c limatic 

eros ion which has a ffected the carvings 011 the graves. Due to eros ion, it is almost imposs ible 

10 read or decode the inscriptions on the graves. Another threat to these g raves is the treasu re 

hunters and the bluck mag ic thai usually dig out these graves for thei r pu rposes causing great 

damage to the graves (See fi g. 6). 
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3. 2 Shair Muh ~lll lll t;td O:lIIdija (ue Muidan) 

Th is graveyard was visit ed by researcher 0 11 171h April 2019, having spent 4 hours on 

measuring the graves and noting the prominent symbols engra ved of graves. According to the 

loca ls, these graves are more than three centuries old. Recent graves of this graveyurd belong 

to Khas kheli, Bandija and Jokh io tribe while thc ownership of old decorated graves is still 

unknown. 

There arc two types of old graves, one ty pe is decorated groves and the second is undecorated 

graves. Thc decorated graves arc ru rther di vided into Iwo types as per their decorative style. 

It is ass umed by locals Ilml decorated graves belong to the peop le who be longed to the 

wea lthy and innuenlial families . This ass umption seemed very justifiabl e as the base of both 

types of graves is made of same type of local stones while the decorations made of imported 

(o f' that lime) stones, which mc addit ion on the decorated graves. Colour has also been used 

as decoration on some gru ves. There are !lendy three hundred graves of both types out of 

which two graves belongs to the " Peer" or "Saints" namingly -'She ikh Kann i" and "Mahoond 

Peer" (see fig. no. 1 I). 

Symbols and pic tures engraved a ll decorated graves are books (QlIran), Teerbund, weapons, 

and mosques etc. (sec fig. no. 12, 13). On undecorated graves, there is one long standing 

stone is placed on the head s ide of the grave that can be lIpto 4 n whi le standing stone on foot 

side is 1.5 ft . 
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Figure /J Phow of decarmeri grm'es (,/ Shoir Mull("""'I1(/ /Jantilja 

The Illeasuremcnts of decorated graves arc as fo llows 

Wid/It = 4.25fl 

Lel/glh - 7. 15 fi 

Heigh/ = 4/1 

As men tioned above, thcre are mainly two types of old graves at Sha ir Muhammad Bandija 

graveya rd, one type is decorated graves and the seco nd is undecorated graves . The decora ted 

graves are further divided into two ty pes as per their decorative style. Loca ls be lieve that 

decorated graves be long to the people who belonged to the wealthy and innucnt ial ramilies. 

The stone used in these graves belongs to the local area. Decorated graves are ve ry s imilar to 

those of graves thaI are in Imam Bux Bm'ra. 

23 



Flgllre 9 !'II01o oj decoraled gra\'i!s til Shl.lir Mlii/(/IIIIIUKI Illllldi.fa (C//Wlltu "le w) 

Undecorated graves are s impler where graves are bordered with small Slone slabs whi le a 

vertical undecorat ed stOlle pole is standing 0 11 the head side of the graves. This ve rt ical pole 

can also be scen in Turkhan sty le of graves which is decorated wilh different designs and 

sym bols. 

The li rst decorat ed type is the one that is vcry s imi lar to the one at Imum Bux BllI"ra 

graveyard . These graves have usua lly six tiers and a vertica l s lab on the top. The base tier is 

plain while different tiers and different symbols and des igns. 

The second tier has a Slln disc, sunnowcr plate in circular shape bordered with dots 

representing the vase while the tilted sq uare des ign is also present. Sun is assoc iated wit h the 

light of hope usua lly, yet sun most cOlll lllonly represen ts the " true light" the life force of all 

li ving things, which transcends death (Roge rs). The third licr also has noral plates and four­

petaled nower plates in square blocks which are similar to the roseue (sy mmetrica l circular 

moti f) which can be found in the graves Chaukhandi grave of Ma liI'. 
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The fourth and lirth tiers are plain s labs and have a vert ica l s lab decorated with noral and 

geometrical shapes on the top which represents the social sta tus of the deccased. (see fig. 8) 

There arc some motifs which vary in difle rent graves giving uniqueness to the graves and the 

identity of the deceased. These motifs may include gun, Teerbllnd (some sort of taweez that 

is supposed to work as a shie ld against bullets), Book (most probably QUrHn), mosque and 

etc. (see fig. 12 and lig. 13). 

The grave wi th an engraved gun on it, not just rcpresent th e ge ndcr an d warrior type pers01ll1 

of the deceased i. e. ma le warr ior but it also renects the soc ial cl11Inge Ihat happened between 

17th and 18th century in terms of war 100 Is. It te lls that these tribesmen have acqui red guns us 

the ir arms to light aga inst enemies in the ballies and the era of the sword has been len behind. 

Tcerbund represents that the warrior has been unlouched in the bailie and has received the 

tit le as he has never been wounded in the battle fie ld yet managed to fight bravely. Mosque 

and Book represent the high spiritual and religious status and s ign th at the deceased was all 

"Enman" when he died. 

Another type of decorated graves is those which are made up of plain (un-engraved) stones 

slabs making up to 4 tiers wh ile 11 vertical s lab is on the top. On these types of graves, the 

s labs arc decorated with hand-painted geometrica l shapes from diffe renl co lours (See fi g. 9). 

25 



In the present time, apart From thc threat of treas urc IUlIlI'ers and black magic practitioners, 

there is anoth er thrcat faced by this graveyard is that the peop lc arc stcal ing thc dccorated 

stones from these graves as thesc graves have no watch guu rd or caretaker. Those stolen 

stones arc being insta lled in new grnvcs by these peoplc. 

FIgure 10 Photo o/,,"decomfed grln'e /1/ Shair A/"II(.mmlld Hal/diJa 

The measurcmcnts oFundecoratcd graves are as fo llows 

Widllt "" -1.25 It 

Lenglh = 7, J 5 ji 

Heighl = / ,5 fi + (4 fl o/slanding slone) 
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Figure 12 Mosque engraved 

Figure JJ Book, weapo" allli bullet btll deplcled Oil Ihe grave 
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3.3 KlIIuJ JlulIlg Wu .. i Ru mi (UC Moida n) 

This graveyard was visited by researcher on 171h April 2019, having spent 2 hours on 

measuring the graves and noting th c prominent sy mbols engraved o rgra vcs. According to the 

locals, these graves arc from IS1h - 161h century. The old graves in this graveyard arc very 

similar to Chaukhandi graveyard. The named "Rum i" g iven (0 thi s gravcyard is because orits 

style which is similar to the o ld grave of Turkish Mystic sufi Ja la l lid din Mu hammad Rumi, 

as quoted by locals. All thirt'cen old graves belong to thc deceased o f Kahn ali tribe. 

FiKllr~ J.I Plrolo of grm'e III Klmd Jh'II/K ... ori Rwm 
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Figure I j GrllI'e at Klllld Jlwng WlIr! Nmlll 

The measurements oFthcsc graves arc as follows 

Wid th "" 4.75 n 

Length = 10.75 n 

'-Ieight = 8.2 0 

--,. 

This myst ic sty le graveyard of Ka lmat i tribe consists of ve ry high ly decorated graves which 

give a sense right away that lhe deceased be longed to the el ites o f the tribe. The graves in 

here, for the most pm1, arc up to II leve ls thnt comprise of empty chambers ob long 

rccl'angular chambers, lip 10 three chambers for every grave, worked ofT and encased by huge 

pieces of des igned sections of slabs e laborately CUI on each s ide. A progressive ly ambi tious 
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struct ure comprises of two such chambers superimposed, one upon the othe r and the best 

exa mples whi ch the height up to 8 fect over the leve l o f the grou nd from which Ihey spring 

have freq uently three stories in this way superi mposed yct separated from each camber or 

vau lt- like structu re, trade mark highlight of each grave right now makes it one ofa ki nd from 

di flercn t graves presen t right now in that area. 

Engraved slructmes incorporate lot liS and sunfiowcr pi ales, borderlines, Sun and othcr 

geometrical shapcs, an d so on. As ide from that Loh-c-Mahfilz image can likewise be seen on 

these graves that speak of the religious tab le which is the bas ic prese nce of all things is 

written by the di vine hand and there wi ll never be a way out from it (Lashari, The study of 

slone carved graves, 2012). 

Apart from the serious cl imatic eros ion and stone steal ing by the people, another serious iss ue 

is that the heavy vehicle trunic passes between the graveyard that severe ly damages the 

graves. Lots ofchambcrs are miss ing the ir plales, wh ich is a common site in here. 
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3.4 Kalnlllti mlri Rumi (UC Gadup) 

Th is graveyard was visited by researehcr Oil 181h April 20 19, having spellt 4 hours on 

mcasuring the graves and noting th e prominenl symbo ls engraved of graves. According to the 

locals, these graves are from 151h - 161h century. The old graves in this graveyard arc differcn t 

from that of Chaukhandi graveyard . The inscript ions on the gravcs are in Persian lunguage, 

but due 10 climat ic eros ion diflicuit to read . These graves are made or simple carving stones. 

Male graves cun be ident ified with hav in g a Illrban des ign cngru ved on head s ide whi le 

female graves are decorated with the symbols of Baloc h traditional fema le embroidery. Fcw 

graves are s urrounded by a boundary wa ll. All these twenty five graves belong to the 

Kalmati tribe. 

' 111ese graves arc the least difficult types or fini shed graves for example secured with a level 

rectangular slab or .1 progression of decreas ing sections cut out from stones. Trademark 

devices, for exampl e, the "Qa lamdan" and "'!'akhtiH are regul arly utili zed as symbo ls to 

distinguish between the gra ves of male and fcmale. Over the lasl piece, there is cO lllmonly a 

case molded structure with a piiarelle cut at each corner. Because of dis in tegration, the 

incomprehcnsive engraving can be found on the graves. The upper piece is for the most pm1 

as a coffin o f "Taboot" representin g to the grave itse lf. There arc some graves wilh the Sllllle 

strlLcture and sha pe but enclosed in a boundary Willi call ed " Rnllnk" in loca l language. 

This graveyard fall s in the rcg ion which hilS been cau ght by thi s top of the line housin g plan 

call ed Bahria tow n Karachi . The progress ion in the development of Ihis hous ing plan is 

devas tating such antiquated graves force ful ly which makes this cemetery entire ly helpl ess 

and vulnerable. 

34 



.... '- -

-"- - -" -. --, 
-

Figure 16 Pholo a/gr(n'1! n/ Knlll/IIII welrl Ruml 

The measurements of these graves are as fo llows 

Width = 4 n 

Length = 8.5 fI 

l'le ight = 4.5 n 
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Figllre 17 1J01IIUItW)' lI'(dl(Uatwk) 0/ KIIIII/(Ili Wori Rllm; 
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3. 5 Bhingu (UC GaLl:II)) 

This graveyard was visited by researcher on 18111 April 201 9. ha ving spent 2 hours on 

measuri ng the graves and noting the prominen t symbo ls engraved on graves. Accord ing 10 

the loca ls, these graves are fro lll I Sih - 161h century. The old graves in this gmveyard are very 

simi lar to "Knlmali wari Rum i" gra veyard . " Blling u" W:15 a w:mio r o f Kailnali tribe whose 

grave is situated in this graveyard thus the graveyard was nam ed after the warrior. Total 

numbers o f o ld graves arc threc. all belong ing to Ka lmati tribe. Name of Bhing u is engraved 

on Ihe bOllndm), wa ll o f gra veyard (see fig no. 19). 

Now th is grllvcyard falls in the bou ndary o f a controversia l hOllsing scheme named Bah ria 

Town Karachi. This grave is considered endangered as thc Buhria tOWIl management wants to 

demolish this o ld graveyard and build a road passing through this graveyard. The loca l people 

arc s trugg ling and fight ing to save this historica l gra veyard from th e ev il eye o f Bahria 10WIl. 

Thc measuremcnts of thc5C graves are as follows 

Width = 4 n 

Length = 8.5 ft 

I-Ie ight = 4.5 n 
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Figure]] PIWlo 0/ gr(J\'l" (II jmmnn Kuc/",/Q gf(tl't)Ylrll 
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3.8 COI'bulIl Goha l' B:mnl G:lOrban (UC Kat horc) 

'nl is graveynrd was visited by researcher 011 2 151 April 20 19, ha ving spent 1 hour on 

measuring the graves and noting the prominent symbols cngruved ofgrllves. Accord ing to the 

loca ls, these graves are from e<lrly 151h cenlury. There are to talthrce old gmvcs. These graves 

arc made of I x2 feel rectangular ston es. 

' lllCre are differen t theo ries regard ing the nllmc of this graveyard . According to first theory 

the name Gorban is consisted of two words [TOm Balochi langnage i.e. "Gor" meaning grave 

alld "8aan" mean ing peak. As this graveyard is situated 011 it moulltai n, Iha l'S why il WilS 

named Gaorbnn . 

Second theory connects the name of this gravcy.trd with "Gohar Jalni " a we ll · known 

choraclcr from the Balochi civil war hislory i.e. the war that was fought bet wee n Rind and 

Lashari I'ribes duri ng the rule o f Chakar the Great. 

Accordi ng to the third theory, the word "Gaol''' is derived from 8alochi langunge which 

means ;'Baniya" or Hindu Merchunt. Few loca ls support the theory that these graves be long 

to the wen lthy Ilindu merchants. 

This graveyard is most threat ened by the Bahria town hous ing scheme us it lies very close 1'0 

the main lodging plun. It will be the first graveyard to be wiped out by the Bahria lawn 's 

aut hority us expected by many. Apart from Ihal cl imatic eros ion and treasure seckers are also 

destroy ing the graves severe ly. 
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Figure ]J Photo 0/ grlll'e {If GO/'b(1II gf(/\'e)'(//,d 

The measurements of these graves are as follows 

Width = 6.3 ft 

Length ::0 8.5 ft 

l'leight ::0 2.9 n 
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Chaptcr 4 

Data Analysis 

4. 1 Origin of the wonl C llllukhlludi 

The word Chaukhandi was rirst introduced to the modern world in literary form when in 

1902, J. P, Voge l noticed the decorated graveyard of present-day Landh i Town, Karachi . He 

ment iolled the name Chaukhandi graveyard in the Archaeo log ical Survey of India. 

In an on-going exam ina tion it came to information this isn't the earliest reference however in 

185 1, the fi rst re ference to Chaukh:.mdi would be when J. Mac leod wrote a letter to MI" 

H.B.E. Frere utilizing the location of Chaukhandi graveyard (Macleod. 1854). 

AOer Mr Vogel, however serio LIS attention was g iven to this graveyard by H. O. Baskerville 

who was an Ass istant Collector ofThaUa in Karachi district in 191 7. He was the first one in 

the modern literary world to g ive a standard derinition for Chaukhandi Le. tombs cons ist of 

the ho llow rectangular chamber bui lt of entire ly enclosed by a large s lab of dressed stones 

whic h are carved on every visible face (Baskerville, 1920). 

Dr. Ka leemullah Lashari writ cs that many scholars has misused the word Chaukhandi, he 

furthe r states that the word Chaukhandi has bee n used in Tabkat-e-Akbari, Tareckh -c­

Farishta, Tareekh-e-Feroz, Tuhletul Kiram and Badshah Nama. Chaunkhandi is a sort of 

canopy supported by pil lars (Lashari, 201 2, pp. 11-16). 

Dr. N. A. Baloch, in his study of Ka lmati tombs, ex plained the meanl1lg o f the word 

Chaukhandi. Literally, it me,IIlS a four-wa lled enc losure open from above without any ce iling 

on it . In the cultural tradition of Sindh, only that four-wa lled enclosure is called a Chaukhandi 

which is construct'ed out of respect around the grave of a revered person i.e. Sai nt, religio lls 
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scho lar, martyr, brave warrior or dear e lder. Chaukhandi as slleh is not a grave or tomb itse lf 

(B, loch, 199 1, pp. 244-245). 

Dr. R. Nath has traced the origin of Challkhand i. According to him, Chaukhandi is a 

vernacul ar term derived from the Sanskrit word "Chaukhandha" which means four~storeyed, 

khandha technically denoting storey in the vertical section. It also means section and by 

usage. it connotes side thus Chaukhand i may denote a fouf-s ided sq uare or rectangular 

bui lding. He has quoted various instances that show that Chaukhandi pav ilions were common 

duri ng the medieval per iod throllghoull ndia (Nath . 1993). 

Sha ikh Khurshid Hasan stales thaI the walled enclosures without a roof in Sindh arc called us 

Raank . For instance, the wa lled enclosure containing the grave of the res pected tribesmen, arc 

nlso known as Chaukhandi groves (Hasan, 1996, p. 21 -22). 

Accordi ng to the above- mcntioned definitions, in the light of given characteristics. there arc 

three s ites of our research study thai fa lls in the category of Chaukhandi. It is so because, in 

three s ites of Kalmati wari RlIm i, Bhingu and Haji Nothak, their graves are surrounded by the 

boundary wall called Raank. Even though there is no Cfl1l0py Above these gnlVes btll as 

mentioned by Shaikh Khurshid Hasan, N. A. Batoch and R.Nath, having a canopy is not a 

mllst crit erion for a grave to be ca lled Chaukhandi bu t having four-sided boundary wall. 

Interestingly, the loca l people call these graves " Rumi" because they believe thal1his style or 

the grave is very simi lar to the grave of a great myst ic Maulana Jala luddi n Rum i. It is to be 

noted here Ihat no previous researcher has mentioned this word in the ir research work except. 

N. A. Baloch. On the contrary, when interv iew ing Gul Hassnn Kahnati. he says the word 

" Rum i" call be traced do\'vn to the British Co lonisers ' attempt to link these graves to the work 

of the Roman Empire. It was a norm of the co loniser to somehow link every great 

architectural build ing with th e th eory of Arya migration to prove that all th ese marvellous 
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work has been brought from outs ide by the Romans. So the word "Rumi" is a loca l :Icccnl fo r 

"Rollwn" because that is what co lonisers called il first but laler when it was found Ihat graves 

be longed to the Muslims lind work of locn l people Ih e idea of calling if Roman work dropped 

but the loca l name "Ru llIi" rellla ined. II was a miraculous coinc idence that these gl"ll ves had 

so much simi larity wilh the grave of Maulana Rumi (w hich was only discovered by loca l 

people in modern times with the free now of pictoria l re ferences of Maul ana Rumi 's grave). 

4.2 Im;un Dux BUI"1'1l Gml'cyll l'd 

This graveyard is loealed in UC Moidan dis tri c t Mulir. Th is name was give n to Ihis s ite 

due 10 the nearest vi llage o f Imam Bux Bur ' ra . Bur ' ra is the sub-cas t of Burfnt lribe. An d 

Ihis site is being used for the recen l grave by inhabitants of Imam Bux Bur ' ra vill age . 

Ow nership o f old gra ves is s lill unknown Ihe aged men of village say abOtl1 th e 

ow nership of old graves Ihatlhey do not k.now aboLlllhc orig in o f these graves and these 

we re present before the ir se1l 1emcn l in this area. And they be lieve these arc the graves of 

wea lthy fam ilies or may be long to tr iba l chi efs . 

The tota l number of graves is twenty- fo ur Oul of which, I·cn graves be long to minors i.c . 

childrcn. The conS1ruction of these grav es is diffc rent fro m Ihe C huukhandi , all ad ult 

grave has cons isted o f five ti ers of slone s labs, used and stones seem nati ve stone 10 Ih'l l 

place. These stone s labs arc engraved with nowers. leaves and zigzag lines, wh il e the 

borders are deco ratcd with small triang les, and the third tier is deco rated hollow tilted 

sq uare surrounded by grooved inc ised lines and hav ing ho lIow circles at adjacent s ides. 

huvin g s mall c ircl e and flora l des igns in bet wee n thelll . The fourth tier is des igned wilh 

difte rcnt hor izo nta l carved grooved lines. The fiflh s lab is vert ica l stand ing on fOllr 

pillars, Ihe vert ica l s lab is decorated w ith llowers and leaves. The inscriptions on the 
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graves are seve re ly affected by e ros io n thu s it is very diffic ult to re ad them (See fi g urc 

no. 5) . 

Total num ber o f minor graves is 10 0 11 th e s ite. The m inor o r sma ll gravcs cons is t o f 

three tiers and they are s imply deco nlt ed wilh geo metrical shapes mos tly tilted squares 

and s tra ig ht lines e ng ra ved o n bo rd ers, and cove rcd with large vcnica l s lab hav in g a 

d iffe rent geome tri ca l des ig n. No insc riptio n is o bserved (see fig no . 7). 

Ti ll today, the ownershi p oflh ese g ru ves is sti ll a mystery to the world . Throug hout the years 

thcre has been no aHempt to search ro r the o wnership o f these graves. 'nlOugh the loca l 

speculations might add some clues if ana lysed care fully. 

This regio n IlIIs been under the influence o f difTerent tr ibes th rougho llt his tory. In recent 

centuries, locaftribes s llch as Burfat, Nomaria, and Jokhio, etc have been the main influences 

on this rcgion. Therc havc been instances when the Kalmati tribc has managed to gain 

influence for II time being in an attempt to conquer the rival s liS Ih is regio n has bee n in a lug 

o f war between these tribes to manage and ex tend their power (Kalmat i, 20 14, pp. 173- 179). 

So one wou ld interpret that these graves mi ght be long to one o f these tribes and the ir warrior.<; 

who would have died fighting for their tri bes and in return , their bravery and serv ices have 

been acknowledged by buildin g decorated graves on thcir buria l pits. This theory or 

speculat ion cannot be guaranteed for being closer to reality as there arc thc mi nor graves o f 

children th is graveyard . Looking to the historica l fa ct that whenever these tribes used to get in 

batt le it was always an nounced be forehand and as a tribal no rm , womcn and children were 

never harmed ill the wart ime. So it is to be said th aI the presence o f child ren 's graves is n sign 

that these gra ves lire not fro m the baUlcgrotind. Secondly, the designs and techniq ues used 0 11 

the grnves in th is graveyard arc nowhere ncar to the work o f other decorated graves o r these 

tribes in sense o f its quality and perfect ion. The tri be that has been dominant in this region 
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most of the time is the Burfat tribe. In the region of Kohisla n, the area of Taung has been the 

headquarter of this tri be where some decorated graves of thei r e lite tr ibesmen still ex ist 

(Kalhoro, Sindh , 20 12, pp. 81-82). Second famous deeonltcd tombs of Budill tribe Ihal is 

known as Burfati Tombs, can be found in Manghoplr area of Karachi (Hasan. 1996. pp. 80-

Sl). The design in th e abo .... e-mentioned tom bs of the Burfatlribe is .... ery similar to each othcr 

which can give away the hint that these bOlh lo mbs belong to the BlU'fat tribc while the 

designs of tombs at Imam Bux Bm 'ra are nowherc nem to the above-mentioned tombs of 

Burrat tribe. This can tell that the tombs o f Immn Bux Bur'ra don ' t belong 10 the Burfat tribe. 

Similarly, the design o f these graves doesn' t match the des igns of other tribes ' to mbs so the 

ownership is still not c lear. 

Gil l Hassan Ka lmati while talking on Ihis iss ue said that this arc!! o llce has been an ideal 

meadow wh ich had all ractcd the nomadic tribes to sellie here for II time being. Look ing at the 

wo rk it is said that the art on this gra .... e is done by some umaleur artist so il can be sa id th at 

when those nomadic tribes sett led herc they got innuenccd by already existing decorated 

graves of the region. It was their amateur allempt 10 create somcthing s imilar to th e ir gnlVcs 

but the mys tery of ownership is slililhere because those nomadic tribes might hove rnigl'll lCd 

towll rds better meadows leaving no trace behind abo ut thei r ex istencc execpllhcse graves. 

4.3 S hah- Mu hamnmtl Banilija 

The name wns given this site because of the reccllt graves of the Bandijll tribe and the nearest 

village of Shair Muhamlllad Bandijn, bes ides this. some recent graves belong to Khaskheli 

and Jhokia tribe, respecti .... c ly. Whi le the ownership of old decorated gra .... es is st ill unknown. 

There arc two types of old gnl\les, one type is decoraled gra .... es and the second is undecorated 

gra .... es. 11 is assumed by loca ls that decorated graves be long to the peop le who be longed 10 

the weal thy and innuential famities. This assum ption seemed very j usti fiable liS th e base or 
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bOil! types of graves is made of the same type o f local stones whi le the decorations made of 

imported (of that time) stones, wh ich are added on the decorated graves. Co lour has also been 

used as decoration on some graves. 

The construct ion of these graves is d iffe rent from Chau khandi graves but very s imilar to th at 

of' Imam Bux Bur' ra graveyard. Decorated graves arc co ns isting of fi ve liers. The first ti er is 

designed with different geometrical shapes borders arc des igned with zigzag lines. The 

second lier is des igned with intersecting circular des ign. "111e third lier is designed wilh lincs 

only. The fourth tier is decoruted wi th spearhead des ign. The rinh , vert ical slab is des igned 

with hollow triangles from adjacellt s ides and designed with circular nowe rs on la p. "11lere is 

a lso <In engraved image o fa GUll on upper venicnl slab. 

Symbols and pictures engraved all decorated graves arc books that represent Loohi~i"QlIlal1J. 

in this graveyard swo rd is replaced by weapon, il represents bravery fllld also indicates the 

deceased is a male and on SOIllC graves Mosque is engraved w hich shows Ihe religiolls 

affiliat ion. In addit ion 10 some graves. co lour has bee n lIsed for decoralion purposes. The 

inscript ion is 110t observed on these graves (see fig. 110.12, 13 ). 

Undecorated graves are si mply constructed wilh nat ive stones of that area and rectangular in 

shape. There is a ile long-standing stone is placed on the hefld s ide of tile g rave that is up to 4 

fee t while stand ing stone on the loot side is 1.5 fee t (See fig. no. I 0). 

The war symbols or images found on tombs ofl he Burfat tribe in Tallllk are swords but lhesc 

graves have the symbol of Ihc gun . The swords 0 11 those tombs dep ict the t ime where the 

main batt le tool used to be swords but these graves in Badija points out that the period when 

this graveyard was formed is a co lonial period as thcy alrclldy acqui red glillS as the ir war 

weapon. During this period the BllI'fat was not prescnt in th is area as th ey had a lready moved 

1'0 other areas and the Burfatlost thei r dominallce ovcr this area. So this can be said that thcse 

g ra ves don' t belong to the Burl::11 tribe and whal lribes were prese nt in Ih is area has no wrinen 
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evidence. Apart from nlly documented evidence. eVen the oral history has n.i led to answer 

th is quest ion as the researcher couldn' t get any sat isfacto ry answer fi'om the locals about 

e ither owners hip o f these graves or inhabitants of this area during the co loni .. l era. 

4.4 Kant! Jhang W:u·j n.umi 

This s ite is located in Khand Jhang a small area o r Moidun . Therefo re this s ite is known as 

Kand Jhang Wari Rumi. TIlere arc twenty- fom graves <lint these g ra ves an! si milar to 

C huukhandi graveyurd of Lundh i tow n Karac hi. Accordin g to loca l people Ih ese graves 

belong to Kalmati tribe who martyred in battles wil h Burfats. It 's nol just lhc design of these 

graves which is similar to Chaukhandi but also the Slone used is similar to Chaukh:md i. These 

stones were im ported, as th e stone is different fi-Dln the nat ive stone of that place. A ll the 

decorated graves in this graveyard belong to malc deceased as they have a turban on the head 

side 0 11 top (See fig. no 14, 15). 

As it is mentioned that there is no grave of women or children in this gmvcyard but only the 

deccased found in this IIfCa supports the theo ry that these graves were built on th e burial pi ts 

of warriors who dicd during the batt le in a batt lefield. The decorative sly le and tec hnique 

lLsed in the gravey ard arc ve ry similar 10 that o f Kal mati tombs of Lasbc lla and Ma lir, so it 

can be said that these tombs belong to the deceased of Kahmll i tribes. 

4.5 Kuhn: .. i W:lri RUl1li 

The deceased of this graveyard be longs to the Kalmati tribe. l 11Crefore it is knowll as Kallllati 

Wari RU1lli. Rumi derived from Turkish mystic Sufi Maulana Jalal-ud-din Rum i. There nrc 

twcnty- four graves in th is site, some graves arc surrounded by a boundary wall. In a 

discussion with Gul Hassan Ka lmat i, he said that the graves inside the bou ndary show the 

legacy and respect lo r the tribal head, and il wns in duty of th e commun ity to tribute the 

deceased triba l chief: TIle construction of these graves is d iffe rent from that o f Chauk h:mdi 
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Landhi tOWIl . Ka lm uti further states the accu rate dates o f these graves arc unknow n bu t 

thro ugh Kal mati family trees . T he nil me o r deceased insc ribed on Lhese gra ves arc also 

present there, accord ing to that fami ly tree, th ei r graves are dating back to mid of 15t h 

century. Simple carv ing s tone has been lIsed in these graves, the lirst s lab is pla in and the 

seco nd o ne is also plain the third is des igned w ith th e turban on ma le graves while the fe male 

grave is decorated wit h Baloch traditiona l embroidery. This very Balochi tradit ional 

embro idery can eas ily be observed all Baloc h women 's dresses today. 

According to Aure l Stein, the places o f origin for Chaukhandi lo mbs (that is the slime des ign 

used in thi s graveyard) arc Gwadcr. Jhalawan, and Sarawan. These plnccs ha ve bee n the 

cmd le of the evo lution orChaukhand i tombs (S te in. 193 1). While Gwader is also the origi n 

place o f the Knlmati tr ibe. so it can be said thut the name g iven to this graveyard over its 

own ership indicates ve ry lirmly tlwt th ese grn ves belong to people of Kalmati tribe, 11 0t the 

warriors . Thcse graves are not the o utco me o f the bat11e fie ld because in this graveyard OllC 

can lind several graves o f womcn lind children. 

Few graves are surro unded in a Raank bo undary. Such graves Ihat arc inside the Rmmk 

be longs to their triba l chiefs or influentilll people of Kalrnati tribe, o f th eir limes. Accordin g 

to Gul Hassan Kalmati, he reca lls his childhood mcmory when he used to vis il th is graveyurd. 

He says Ihat there used to be a visi ble inscription Ihat I vaguely remem ber, those inscriptions 

were inlact by then but he wasn ' t ab le to read because o rhi s young age. By the time he grew 

up and became able to read, went back to this graveyard but sadly due to c li nliltic erosion and 

harm causcd by treasure hunters or black mag ic practitioners, those inscriptions were either 

eroded 00' or removed. Thus, he can reca ll that his elders used to read the inscriptions 

mentioning th e word Kalmat i on thcse graves. 'l1, is is another indication of the ownership of 

these graves. 
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4.6 Bhiugu G nlVcYlu'd 

Bhillgu is a purc Balochi name and was u warrior of the Kalmati tribe. He part ic ipatcd III 

diffe rent tribal battles between Ka llnati and Burfat, and Kalmati and Jok hia . The s ite is 

located in a mountai ns remote area but now this graveyard fall s in the boundary of a 

controvers ial housing scheme named ' Bahria Town' Karachi. ll1ese graves are surrounded by 

boundary wa ll loca l carving stone that has been lIsed. According to Gul Hassan Kalmati. 

Bhillgu's name was engraved on the g rave but due to climatic eros ion and treas ure hunter 

severely damagcd this hcritage. The construction of these graves is vcry s imilar 10 Kalmati 

Wad Rumi . Graves consist of three tiers. No decoration has becn observed on these graves. 

The second tier is as simple as the first onc but thc th ird ticr is carved wi th straight lines 

having four corner dots. Accord ing to Balochi fo lklores, these graves wc re constructed to pay 

tribute to thcse warriors (see fig 110. 19). 

There are no g raves of women and children in Bh ingll g raveyard indicating that this 

graveyard be longs 1'0 the marty rs o f the trihal wars. Bhingu, the name it se lf is taken from the 

martyr Bhingu Kalmati who was a brave wurrior of the Ka lmati tri be. In thc fol klore of 

" Lallah and Giran Naz" ba llads of these battles arc still prevai ling in the society. Thesc 

fo lklores indicates towards the ownership of th is graveyard that th ey martyrs in these graves 

are the warriors of the Kalmati tribe (Ka lmati, 20 14, pp. 190- 198). 

4.7 Haji Nolhak 

This site is loca ted in the mounta ins area of Union Cou nci l Gadap. A total number of g rnves 

ure two and both graves belong to the Ka hnati tribe. This name was g ivcn to this site beclluse 

the engraved nalllc of ' I-I<tii Nothak ' which can easi ly be observed a ll the grave is very similar 

to that of ' Kalmati Wari Rum! ' and ' Bhingu'. The graves consist of three slabs the fi rst tiers 

has no decoration. the second tier is laid upon the first tier having no decoration, and the third 
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tier is large vertica l s lab havi ng three ho les from acljacen t s ides and the name of Haj j Nothak 

is engraved which can ea.si ly be reud (sec fi g no .16). 

Il aji Nothak was a very renowned person and his name is st ill reme mbered and kno wn to 

everyone in the Ka lmati tribe. Grave of Haj i Nothak and s ty le of these graves ind icate thaI 

the ownership of these graves be longs to the Kal mHli tribe. 

4. 8 JUIlIIU:I Kachc lo 

The name g iven to this graveyard is because the reccnt grnves in Ihis g ra veyurd be long to the 

deceased of old JUnl l1la Kachelo village. A total num ber o f graves nrc 14, accord ing to the 

local co mmunity these gmves are older than their sett lement in this particu lar area, nativc 

stonc was used. 11\c const ruct ion is sty le is si milar to the minor grave of Imam Bux Bur' ra 

(see fi g 1\0.22), graves cons ist of three tiers, and the first t ier is very s imple and plain havi ng 

no motifs and des ign on it stand ing in the vCltical pos ition. The second lier is laid upon the 

tirs t tier in n horizonta l pos ition , and Ihe third is n vertica l s lab havi ng s imple geometrica l 

symbo ls engraved. Based on cons truct ion sty le. the period can be traced as saine as Imam 

Bux Bur' ra minor grn ves. 

The majo r tribe liv ing in the surrollndings of th is gra veyard is the Kache lo tri be but the 

ownership of these gnl ves is still unknown, as there is no written inscri ption on these g rnvcs 

1I0r has any research work been done. Acco rding to M r Mu hammad Han if Kachclo,:1 primary 

schoo l teacher, I-I e has heilHI from his elders that these graves were already there before they 

(Knehelo tribe) migrated In this area. The ora l history o n the ownersh ip o f these graves is also 

miss ing thai could have led to the c lues abo ut the ow nership. 

4. 9 GOl"ban/Cohlu' ballnl C Ollr !)1I1l 

This s ite is localed on top of the mOllntain in UC Kathorc wh ile tracing the rools of this name 

three d ifferent theories arc re lated to this name. The first theory name Gorban cons ists of 1\'10 
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words from Balochi 1,1Ilg uagc i.e. "Gor" mean gra vc and " Bnan" meaning peak. As Ihis 

graveyard is s ituated a ll a mo unlain , that's why il was named Gorban. In an in lol"mnl 

d iscuss ion with Dr. Kaleclllu ll llh Las hal' i, he s upport's this theory, and Gu l Hassan Ka lmat i 

also supports this theory. The second theory connects the namc of this graveyard w ith 'Gohar 

J'lll1i ' a well-known character fro m the Baloehi c ivil history i.e. the war thai was fo ught 

between Rind and Lashari tribes durin g the rule of Chakar Ihe Great. Th is theory wus 

produccd by BaJoch nat iona l ist writcrs of Karachi wh icl\ lacks much ev idence and conl t'HdiclS 

with the fact that the grave o f Gohal' Jalni is located in Ba lo<:his lall . The third theory , the 

word "Goar" is dcri vcd from the Ba loehi language which means " Baniya" (Sindhi l-l indhu 

merchant), this theory lacks s lro ng base because in Hindusim the buri al pallerll is too 

d ifTe ren t and the grave d irection fo llows the Is lamic paltern. The construction ofthcsc graves 

is s imply madc o f I x2 fcet rectangu lar loca l s tones. No symbo ls and no inscripti on have been 

observed (see rig. 110. 23). 

Badar Abro has claimed th at these gra\'es of Gorban graveyard date baek to the Buddh ist era 

and the deceased are of Buddhis t background (Abro, 2009, p. 43). Th is theory is also very 

weak llS these graves neither urc that o ld nor the sty le of these graves Illatchc!> to any of' the 

known Buddhist grave sty les. Looking at the ev idence nnd s tro nger viewpo int. it can ' I be said 

that these graves may have be longed to which tribe, thai's still a mystery. 

4. IU Ilcl:lIcd Myths 

Thcre is a gra ve or a Pir called " Mahoond Shah" in Shair Muhammad Bandij a gravcyard Ihal 

has been considered ho ld ing otherworld ly powers to fullill indiv idual s' desi res. At SOlll C 

po int, in 2006, a man who used to prac tice with "taweez" and give it to residents, claimed that 

ht: saw lin e lderly person in his fanlasy, who appeared to be exceptionally devout, conversed 

with him and revea led to him Ih at his grave is s ituated in Ihis ccmetcry whieh was not v is ible 

und was used as a strect by people to traverse it. The o ld p e rSOIl requested Iha l the man tell 
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the majority th is is my grave no t to affro nt ii, he at that point inq uired as to whet her he son 

o ul a "Niyaz." and do "Faleha" al Ihal poinl in return the e lderly person will ensure Iha1 

whoever goes 10 his grave and request a desi re w ill be satisfied. Fro m that poi nt Forward, 

ladies vis it this spot each Thursday evening between "As'r" and "Maghrib" for the satis faction 

o f thcir desires. There is 1.1 street close to Ihis burial ground which indi vidua ls don't use nllcr 

Illaghrib. ind ividuals have professed to hcar scary voices and ex perienced stolle -pclting if 

l"I·lIvcl aft cr Illaghrib fro m th is stree l howeve r this s trcet had cons is tently bee n utilized before 

Ihal. 

So also, In JUlI1 l1la Kachc lo graveyard, all the 14 graves arc considered " Buzrug" i.c. ho ly 

l)Cople by Ihe locals. In kK:1.11 peop lc's perception, there is a prevulenl belief that everyone o f 

the graves had II place with Ihe di vine individuals of the i,. limes Ihal is the rellson they were 

covered w ith such high cOllven tion lind their graves wcre enriched wi th s trik ing imprints and 

images. Nat ive ind iv idua ls v isit these graves to o ffer their fee lings o f devotio n and for the 

satis fac tion o f the ir des ires. 
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Conclusion 

This rcsenrch tries to unravc! variolls historical sites o r mLlch archaeo log ica l irn poftmlcc. 

From texts and complex archi tect ural des igns on the tombstones, the settings and placements 

of these graveyards and site nrc a lso irnportant that it may lead us to in-dept h historical 

urchaeo logica l analys is. An in-depth study from ind igcllous hi stories of these areas revea ls 

lIl uch-needed insight. thus addi ng to the con temporary knowledge aboll t these sites. 

This study included the tota l num ber of eight decorated graveyards out of which three sites of 

our research study are those which fa ll in the category of Chauk handi . It is to be said because, 

in the sites of Ka lm<lt i wnri RUllli, Bhingu and Haji Nothak. the ir graves are su rrounded by 

the boundnry w,1I1 called Raun k which is the defi nitive characteristic of any Chnukhandi. 

These all three Chaukhandi sites be long to the Kalmati tri be and were constructed betwee n 

frolll 15th - 16th cent ury. Even though decorated graves of the rest of the live s ites don' , ra il 

in the cutegOl'Y o f Chaukhandi but st ill it doesn' t lllake them of any lesser importance. J\ II the 

decorated graveyards arc 110t just the masterpiece o r medieval art but they are the herimge 

and ho ld the history of this reg ion in them. 

All th e sites despite them be ing Chauk hundi or nol, have decorated grnves. These gra vcs hold 

thc decoratio n that inc ludes cngrnved ston e des igns, carving of symbols depicting the 

bllckgrou nd of the deceascd and inscription, etc. Two out of eight s ights i.e. Khand Jhnng 

wari RUll1i, Bhingu and Ilaji Nothak are the graveyards o f mart yrs and warr iors thai is why 

one can fi nd images and symbols or war too ls and arms. Inscription of their namcs such as 

H.lji Nothak and Bhingu ean be obse rved on their grave and Raan k respective ly. The graves 

of lion-warriors and martyrs :Irc decorated wi lh other ornamenta l, rclig ious, noral and 

geomctricn l sy mbols which not just make these graves appear attraclive but a lso lIsed to 

prominent the soc ial status o r the deceased among the rest. Mal e and Female deceased have 
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their kind of distinctive decoration wh ich he lps the observer to dist inguish between the 

graves based on the deceased gender. For exa mple, in some gravcYlIrds. the graves of the 

ma le deceased have a turban on the top while the graves of the female deceased have 

engraved ornament 's images o f that timc. 

'nle question of the ownership of Imam Bux Bur 'ra, Shair MulHunmnd Bandija, Jumma 

Kache lo, lind GOI'ban graveyards is stillullsolved as no slrong historical or li terary evidence 

is Ihere Ihal can idenlify the real ow ner. There arc theories but they are not strong enough or 

hold any concrete evidence that can be said to be true. There is a dire need to further study 

these sites to fo llow back di fferen t recorded ancestries and alternate historiographies, in this 

way adding to the poo l of information that can lead to a concre te answer in Ihis regard . 

During the course o f this research, the contemporary condition of th ese s ites is worth­

mention ing tlnd requires a serious solution. It was noticed thaI a ll o f these si tes. desp ite 

having such historical importance, are turning 10 dust. It was also fou nd thut expans ionist 

1X)lic ies of lodging plans from Bahria Town authorities have endangered these historical sites. 

There arc no serious e fforts to restore th ese s ites and graveyards for fu rther studies. 

There is a dire need to further st udy und restore these sites to trace back various historical 

lincages and alternate historiographics, thus adding to the poo l of knowledge. 
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