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REPORT

OF

THE ARCHAOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA.

MOGHUL ARCHITECTURE OF FATHPUR-SIKRL

CHAPTER I

THE JAMT MASJID.

Ix the preceding portion of this report have been described Akbar’s palaces,
offices, baths and other domestic buildings which go to make up the city of Fathpfir
Sikri. There yet remain the J4m1 Masjid, the Baland Darw4aza and the
Stonecutters Masjid, which rank amongst the finest and most interesting of
the memorial and devotional buildings, to be dealt with.

The JAmf Masjid (Plates Ia and II), “the Glory of Fathpfir Sikrf,” is by
far the largest and grandest building in the city and ranks amongst the finest masjids
in India. The masjid stands on rugged and precipitous ground on the south-west side
of the city and naturally claims a prominent place among its structures (see key-plan,
Plate I, facing the title-page). Exclusive of the bastions upon the angles (Plates Ia
and II) it measures 542’ from east to west to the outside of the lfwdn or sanctuary, or
515’-3" to the outside of the west main wall (which sets back from the outer wall of the
liwdn) and 438’-0" from north to south. The general plan adopted by Muhammadans
for their masjids has been followed. In the centre is a vast courtyard open to the
heavens, measuring 359’-10° by 438°-9", surrounded on the north, south and east sides by
spacious cloisters 38’-3" in depth, and on the west by the liwdn itself 288'-2" in length
by 65’ deep. It is said to be copied from one at Makka, and was erected according to
a chronogram over the main arch in A. D. 1571 or at the same time as Rajah Bir
Bals house.

On the north, south and east sides of the quadrangle are large gates. That on
the south, the Baland Darwd4za, is the largest and will be described in a
subsequent chapter. It was erected towards the close of Akbar's eventful reign to
commemorate his victory over the Dekhan and possibly replaced another gate designed
“more in accordance with those on the east and north sides of the courtyard. The
gateway on the north side of the courtyard described below was built for the sake of
architectural effect, to balance those on the south and east sides. The eastern entrance
(Plate III) is known as the Badsh&h-kd-darwaza orKing'sgate, asit was
the one Akbar passed through daily on his way from the Khwabg4ah to the
prayers in the masjid. The level of the masjid quadrangle is considerably higher than

1
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the ground on the outside, and the east entrance, like the Baland Darwéza, is
therefore approached by a broad flight of steps (Plates I1I and IV). It measures
some 40’-0" across and is 43’-6" high to the top of the battlemented cornice, or if
measured to the summits of the pavilions crowning the gateway 617-0”. On the
outside is a half-hexagonal shaped porch, with a lofty archway and splayed jambs.
The soffit of the arch is plainly groined (see section, Plate IV, Fig. 4). The ribs
are flat and are of buff-coloured stone and stop on a plain prejecting string moulding
above an arched doorway leading into a vestibule between the porch and the masjid
quadrangle. Over the doorway is a small window lighting a gallery (see section,
Plate IV, Fig. 4) surrounding a dome over the vestibule. The exterior sides of the
porch are divided into two storeys. In the lower storey are deep recesses roofed
by semi-domes, and in the upper are similar recesses, but with arched tops. In the
backs of these latter are windows lighting small chambers branching out from the
gallery around the top of the vestibule. Over the recesses are square panels of raised
geometrical tracery surrounded by bands of inlaid ornament of geometrical design in
red sandstone and white marble. The grounds of the panels are of white marble,
and énclosing them are inlaid star borders in white marble and red sandstone. They
are similar to the panel illustrated on Plate VI, taken from the inside of the gate facing
the quadrangle. Over the archway on the front side of the porch are three sunk
panels in buff-coloured stone, separated by raised j4li borders (see Plate IV, Fig. 6}
merging into the architraves around the arch. In the spandrils between the
architrave and the extrados of the arch are prettily carved patere in buff-coloured
stone. Between the architraves and the inlaid borders on the outer angle of the gate
the face of the wall is sunk out and veneered in buff stone. The intermixture of the
buff with the red sandstone forms a pleasing contrast to the continual use of the red
sandstone by itself, and adds not a little to the architectural effect of the gate. Over
the top of the gate are open hexagonal pavilions crowned by domes.

The hexagonal vestibule between the porch and the courtyard, measuring 23’-0"
by 267-0” is ceiled by a segment shaped dome over which is a flat roof. (Plate IV,
Fig. 4). In four of the sides of the vestibule are large recesses 4’-11" deep by 8'-6”
in width (Plate V). They stand on a plinth and at the top the fronts are confined
by cusped archways. The points of the cusps are carved with leaves and around the
back of the cusping is a neat tooth moulding. The spandrils are recessed from the face
of the arch and are ornamented with richly-carved leaf bosses. Surrounding the whole:
is a border of geometrical carving raised half an inch from the surface. The upper
part of the vestibule is twelve-sided and is roofed by a groined ceiling.

The western front of the gate, or that facing the courtyard, is of a totally
different character to the east elevation, a view of which may be seen on Plate XII.
It breaks forward somewhat in advance of the cloisters surrounding the quadrangle,
and, instead of being hexagonal, it is square in plan. In the centre is a high red
sandstone archway with buff-coloured spandrils, and beneath it is the exit from the
vestibule into. the quadrangle, which, like that leading frem the roadway on the
outside of the gate into the vestibule, is arched and prettily cusped with an orange
ornament. The red sandstone architraves around the arch are flat and inlaid with
white marble. The abutments on the sides of the main arch are divided into five
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portions, and each is enclosed by bands of inlaid geometrical ornament 12" in width.
In the lowest portion are square-headed doorways leading to stone staircases by which
the gallery round the upper part of the vestibule is reached. In the second and fourth
stories are panels arched at the top in red sandstone with buff-coloured spandrils,
whilst in the third and fifth are raised square panels with sunk margins, diagrams
of which are presented on Plate VI. The panels measure 2’-10}" each way, and the
field in the centre is chiselled with a raised geometrical design composed of stars and
polygonal figures in red sandstone inlaid with white marble. Surrounding the panel
is a flat border 34" wide in white marble inlaid with star-shaped panels in red stone.
Around this again is an ogee border in buff-coloured stone, and then comes a sunk
margin in red sandstone confined by another, a raised one, in buff stone, which is
surrounded by an outer border in red stone. The panel is an effective one, and this is
due in a great measure to the shadows cast on the white marble by the raised bars of
the tracery coupled with the admixture of the buff and red stone. Most of the inlaid
ornament upon the walls of the masjid - is flat and looks tame in comparison with the
raised work, and one is surprised that more of it has not been introduced. The face
of the main archway is beautifully carved with a leaf scroll in relief (Plate VII, Fig. 2);
and running up the outer angle of the walls are chevron carved shafts standing upon
moulded bases which are detailed, in conjunction with the inlaid borders around the
panels on the abutments, on Plate VII, Fig. 1.

On entering the quadrangle one sees on the north side Salim Chishti’s
tomb, that of his grandson Isl4m Khén and the Dargdh or cemetery of the
Chishti family. The cloisters surrounding the quadrangle (see Plate XII) are
divided into numerous cells, one detached from the other by walls, with open
verandahs in front divided up into bays by stone piers placed opposite the ends of the
partition walls separating the cells. The cloisters are lofty, being over 28’-0” in
height, but nothing like so high asthe King’s gate, a side view of which is seen on
Plate VIII, Fig. 3. The cells (Plate VIII, Fig. 2) were used for attendant maulvis
and their pupils, the masjid being used probably as a school. The cells average 10’-4"
by 10’-2" and are generally domed over, being finished off on the top by a flat roof
(Plate VIII, Fig. 38), which forms a promenade round the whole quadrangle. The
walls are divided by piers into recesses for the books and clothes of the occupants. The
verandahs in front are 23’-0" wide and the bays between the piers are filled in at the
top with archways. They average 11’-9” in width and the piers are cruciform in
plan. They are surmounted by heavy brackets carrying stone beams (Plate VIII,
Fig. 3), upholding a deep dripstone running along the top of the verandah and
protecting them from the prolific rain of the monsoon and the fierce rays of the eastern
sun. Above the top of the caves is a string-course moulded with a cyma top and
bottom. Over the string-course is the parapet, detailed at Plate LIX, Fig. 2. The
coping is ornamented along the front with facets, and the space between it and the
string-course is carved with a raised battlement and leaves. The parapet is only 1’-9"in
width and the coping overhangs it 1°-9” on each side. This has been devised to make
room for a succession of small-domed kiosques detailed on Plate LXI, Fig. 3, and
Plate XX crowning the top of the cloisters, one being placed immediately over each of
the piers between the bays. This free use of the kiosque, to break up what otherwise
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would be a hard and rigid sky-line, is, as we saw when speaking of Is1am Khén's
tomb! one of the characteristic features of Akbar's architecture. The domes of the
kiosques are supported on lintels carried on four slender columns resting on the top of the
coping, which is strengthened for the purpose by placing a series of brackets beneath it.

The -cloisters (Plates XI and XII) are very imposing and present a majestic
appearance when viewed from end to end. A view of the south cloister looking from
the west to the east is presented on Plate IX.

The l{wdn, or masyd-proper (Plates II, X, XIIT and XIX) standing on the
west side of the courtyard, is crowned by three domes and measures 288’-2" in length
by 65’ in width inclusive of the walls, but exclusive of the large bastions on the north-
east and south-east exterior angles. It is divided (Plates II and XIII) into three
main portions, a square central domed chamber 40’-8” in diameter exclusive of the walls,
(97-6” in thickness,) with a long pillared hall on each side 94’-104" in length by 62’-5” in

width. At the ends of the hall is a set of five chambers 19’-64" in width, above which

are zandna galleries reached by staircases formed in the bastions on the outside angles
“of the masjid (see plan, Plate XIII and section Plate XIV). -From the galleries the
women could follow the services being enacted in the masjid below. The halls or wings
on the sides of the domed central chamber are subdivided into three parts, and along
the front, facing the Musallah or praying area is a pillared piazza or ambulatory.
In the centre of the wing is a chapel 27’-2" square, roofed by a dome (see Plates XI, XV
and XVI), carried on extremely beautiful pendentives constructed across the upper
angles’ of the room, converting at this point its square into an octagonal shape. On
each side of the chapel is an aisle (Plates XIII, XVII). They are not, however, both
of the same size, as one measures 27/-8" in width and the other 31/-8". Each is divided
into three bays in width by three in length, by beautifully wrought and stately columns,
modelled after'a HindQ pattern.” The piazza, or ambulatory, in front of the aisles and
chapel, is of the same height as the aisles. Down . the centre it is longitudinally
divided into two parts by a row of lofty columns like those in the aisles and of the same
height, viz., 28’ (Plates XIII, XVIII and XXI), and along the front it is portioned
by eight columns into nine bays. The bays are grouped into threes, one in front of
the chapel and one in front of each of the aisles upon the sides of the chapel. The
groups in front of the aisles assimilate both in design and size, but are smaller than
that in front of the chapel (Plates XIX and XX). In each instance the central bay
is-larger than the side ones. The upper parts of the bays are filled in with four centred
and stilted arches in red sandstone carved on the edges of the soffit with lotus buds,
The arches are supported on small moulded brackets projecting from the sides of the
columns, beneath which are worked chevron carved pillars, in design not unlike those
shown at (Plate VII, Fig. 1), which extend from the under side of the bracket to the
base of the columns. Above the archway is a deep panelled lintel or breastsummer in
buff-coloured stone which in some cases is inscribed. On one of the lintels on the north
side of the masjid is a chronogram to the effect :—* This the masjid is the duplicate of
the holy place,” which gives the date of its erection A. H. 979, or A. D. 1571.
Above the breastsummers are other beams of stone, supported on large brackets
carrying the wall and parapet over. Projecting laterally from the tops of the capitals
3 Page 25, Part 111 of this report.
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are massive brackets upholding a deep eave extending the iength of the facade. It
abuts upon the side of the portal in front of the domed chamber in the centre of the
liwdn, and, like the parapet, ramps down at the ends, on to the eaves round the cloister.
To the casual observer the grouping of the piazza bays of the léwdn is at first sight hardly
noticeable, and one is apt to think there is no difference between the intercolumniations
and those round the cloisters. But there is a difference, and a marked one, Another
feature distinguishing the léwdn from the quadrangle fagade is the entrance in the
centre of the fagade, and the three hemispherical domes over the aisles, coupled with
those crowning the bastions on the north and south exterior angles. The portal, the
most conspicious feature of the design, conceals, to a great extent, like those in the
Jaunpur masjids, the dome behind, and supplies the place of a minaret, which none of
the Fathplr Stkrt masjids possess. The idea of thus concealing the dome originated
probably with the Pathan architects of Jaunpur, “ who were the first to make domes and
their adjuncts an imposing part of a range of buildings.” The architect of the masjid
may have had the Jaunpur mosques in view when maturing his plans. The design is
by no means a copy of the Jaunpur mosques, as any one acquainted with them will
recognise, but a family likeness is traceable, and this i more apparent in the back facade
of the l#wdn than in the front. (Plate X.) In both cases the wall behind the great
dome, a8 well as that behind the chapels, breaks forward, and on the corners are pinnacles ;
and again the angles of the masjid are emphasized, like Path&n and Saracenic buildings,
by massive bastions with tapering sides which impart to the edifice a fort-like
appearance. The portal in front of the principal chamber in the centre of the ltwdn is
some 59’-3" and 70’-0" high to the top of the embattlements, or 80’-0" if measured to
the top of the kiosques crowning the parapet. In the centre is a deeply-recessed
arched entrance 34'-6" in width by 25’-6" in depth ceiled by a semi-dome, carried on
pendentives, the soffit of which, as Plate XXII exemplifies, is decorated with floral
paintings. The decoration is of a tawdry kind and does not call for comment. The
colours are bright and ‘gaudy, and they are not original, but the handiwork of some
would-be restorer, who had much better have left the old work alone. The archway
in front of the entrance or porch is 48’-0” in height, and the intrados side is ornamented
with cuspings. .

The abutments on the sides of the arch are detailed on Plate XXIII. As the
illustration shows, they are built in red and buff sandstone intermingled with inlaid
bands of marble tracery. Around the arch is a red sandstone band carved with a
rich chain fret intermingled with one of leaves which is continued down on to the
plinth in one unbroken face. The architraves are deeply moulded with a bold uncarved
lamb’s tongue member in buff stone, a large leaf carved cyma in red sandstone and &
deeply cut dentil moulding in buff stone. The spandril between the transverse beams
of the architrave and the extrados of the arch is veneered in white marble, and in the
centre is a beautifully cut leaf boss in three or four tiers in red sandstone. Surrounding
the architrave is an 18” band of red sandstone tracery inlaid in greyish marble, which
continues up some little distance above the apex of the arch and encloses three red
sandstone panels stretching horizontally across its crown : see illustration, Plates XXI1T
and XXTII. Enclosing this traceried band (Plate XXII) is another, a broad one, in
buff coloured stone inlaid with a star border in black marble. Beyond this again is

2
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another band of inlaid tracery 18" wide in grey marble of similar design to that around
the architraves. Surmounting the top of the portal is a deep battlemented parapet
" (detailed at Fig. 1, Plate LIX). On the outer angles of the abutments of the archway
are pentagonal shafts in six pieces separated by deeply moulded and carved annulets.
The first portion is of plain red stone masonry, the second and fourth are fluted in buff
stone, and the third and fifth are zig-zag carved, whilst the sixth is cylindrical, but
broader at the bottom than at the top, and capped by a richly carved leaf pinnacle.
The plinth of the entrance is of white marble and is capped with a carved moulding ;
on the north and south exterior angles are beautifully moulded balusters of a pentagonal
form. They are illustrated on Plate XX VIII, Figs. 4 and 5. The deep jambs of the
archway as well as the sides of the porch are panelled (see Plate XXIX), and openings
lead from them to the north and south wings of the liwdn. The panels on the side of
the portal are enclosed with bands of *inlaid marble tracery, and over the tops of the
archways and panels are beautifully cut inscriptions in raised Persian characters (Plates
XXIV and XXYV), resting upon a most delicate and beautifully formed scroll in white
marble raised about } of an inch above the surface of the panel. At the back of the
porch are three arched openings leading into the great domed chamber behind. The
central one is the largest. Each is enclosed by flat architraves of inlaid marble tracery
surmounted by inscribed panels like that shown on Plate XX1IV. The inscription on
them is different however, as is the design of the inlaying shown on Plate XXV.

The faces of the piers between the arches, 5’-84" in width, are cut up by three
oblong shaped panels in buff stone, placed one over the other, standing on a base
of red sandstone tracery (Plate XXVT) inlaid with white marble. The design of
the tracery is geometrical and is most intricate, resembling Arabian and Moorish
work. )

 The central archway is cusped on the soffit and in the spandrils are patere
surrounded with surface decoration in colour, whilst the face of the arch is inlaid
with a geometrical pattern in white marble. The side arches are plainer, but in the
spandrils are pater® and over the tops are narrow star borders in white marble and
red stone. They are encased with inlaid architraves which are detailed at Plate
XXVII, Figs. 3 and 4, which should be compared with the detail plan of the masjid.
(Plate XTIL.)

Before leaving the exterior of the portal it should be mentioned that the north
and south exterior sides returning on to the aisle of the masjid are recessed somewhat
after the style of the Jaunpur masjids with oblong panels, (Plate XXVIII Figs. 1
and 2) with arched tops enclosed by red sandstone jéli borders inlaid with white
marble. The backs of the panels are in buff-coloured stone, which harmonizes with the
marble and red stone. The arches over the tops of the panels spring from small
moulded brackets jutting out horizontally from the sides of the reveals. They are
enriched on the surface by a star pattern and are cusped around the intrados. Details
are exemplified at Plate XX VIII, Fig. 3. .

The three archways, leading from the back of the porch into the chamber behind,
extend the entire thickness of the wall. Originally the soffits as well as the jambs
were decorated in colour, and although there is ample evidence of this, sufficient of the
patterns do not remain to enable reproductions being made.
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The principal chamber measures 40’-3" square. It is roofed by a dome supported
on a base of sixteen sides, carried on an octagonal drum, four of the sides of which are
formed by constructing pendentives across the angles of the chamber. (see Plates
XXIX and XXX.) The sixteen sides of the base are panelled, three panels to a side,
making in all forty-eight. They are embellished with painted decoration in the shape
of flowers, &c., whilst the soffit of the dome, springing from a cornice over the drum
towards the apex, is ornamented with coloured bands, &c. The chamber is perhaps
one of the most elaborately decorated in the whole of Northern India, and, when in a
pristine state, must have presented a most ornate effect. The pendentives, cutting off

. the angles of the room and changing the square into an octagonal shape, are pentagonal
in plan. They are covered by half domes carried on slabs of stone placed across the
upper angles of the pentagon. The under sides of the domes are enriched with coloured
floral decoration, but it is very much decayed. The pentagonal sides of the pendentives
are painted a deep chocolate ground (see Plate XXXT), and upon this are white flowers,
intermingled with an open scroll, encased by a border of white, worked with chocolate
coloured scrolls. At the top and bottom are chocolate bands on which are white floral
-wreaths. The stilted arches around the outer faces of the pendentives are stepped back
and spring from corbels projecting from the wall just above the cornice over the tops
of the mihrdbs and arches in the lower portion of the chamber, (see Plate XXX.)
The outer face of the arch is carved with a sunk scroll in red sandstone and it is
surrounded by & square architrave chiselled with intricate sunk geometrical tracery.
Details of this are exemplified on Plate XXXIII; whilst the preceding Plate,
No. XXXII, gives a full elevation of one side of the drum carrying the cupola.
It is treated in very much the same way as the pendentives. The wall at the back
is pierced by an arched and traceried window divided into four parts by chamfered
mullions and transomes. The field, or tympanum, beneath the main arch was painted
with panels in brown upon which are vases of flowers, creepers, &c., in white.
Leaf patere encircled by painted scrolls, &c., are carved in the spandrils over the
window, as well as upon those between the top of the arch and the jdls architraves
confining it.

The embellishment of the chamber has not been confined entirely to the upper
part. The lower, as Plates XXX and XXXV show, is even more glaborately decorated,
not a square inch being left unornamented. The lateral walls are pierced by three
arched openings leading into the wings on the north and south sides of the room,
(see Plate XXXV.) The central opening is much larger and loftier than those upon
the sides. It is 9’-6% in width and 14’-9" in height, whilst the side archways only
measure 4’-8” across by 11/-10% in height. The jambs and soffits in each case were
richly ornamented in colour. The colours have faded to a great extent, but in places
they were found sufficiently clear to permit of illustrations being made, and these are
exhibited on Plates XXXV, XXXVII and XXXVIII. Plate XXXVIII shows
the colouring upon the soffits of the smaller archways, whilst Plate XXX VI exemplifies
that upon the large archways. Both are totally different in design and may be studied
from the drawings. The ornamentation upon the jambs is shown on Plate XXXVII.
The designs are not at all alike, but one example suffices to illustrate how elaborately
they were decorated.
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Down the fronts of the piers, as Plate XXXV shows, panels of flowers were
painted, and the arches are surrounded by broad flat bands of inlaid geometrical tracery.
Those upon the side arches are different from those upon the central arch. They are
detailed on Plate XXXIX. The pattern, a geometrical one in red sandstone, is inlaid
with white and dark slatish coloured marbles and most of the inlaid work in the
masjid resembles the geometrical ornamentation so freely used in Arabian and Persian
buildings.

The borders round the central archway belong to the same school, but are not so
intricate in design. They are exemplified on Plate XXVII. The reveals of the piers
were painted with floral scrolls and the faces of the arches carved with rich, frets. The
patterns of the frets vary, and they are exhibited on Figs. 1 and 2, Plate XL. Fig. 1
is a detail of the springing of the large arch and the fret band upon its face, whilst
Fig. 2 is a large drawing of the smaller archways. The spandrils over the arthes are
embellished with leaf patera surrounded by painted foliage.

Along the top of the arches, and cutting off the square portion of the chamber
from the octagonal part is a deep frieze-band decorated with a rich floral scroll in white
(Plate XLI) shaded grey, red and gold, upon a deep crimson ground. Over the
frieze-band is a moulded cornice. The top member is sunk and carved with pellets
and lozenges painted in deep orimson and white upon a ground of dark French grey.
Next to this is a cyma-recta carved with water-leaves also in dark French grey tipped
on the edges with white. Next comes a broad band carved with leaf rosettes eneircled
with a delicate beaded border painted morone and lined with white edges.

The interior face of the west wall of the chamber of which we are speaking—
the principal or central chamber of the liwdn—as is usually the case in Muhammadan
places of worship is recessed by mihrdbs. In front of the mihrgb the Musalmén stands
when worshipping, as he must always face towards Maqqa, and in India they are,
therefore, placed in the west wall. One immediately in the centre of the west wall of
the lfwdn is generally more ornate than the others, and standing, as it does, immediately
in front of the principal entrance, is seen at once on entering the chamber under the
dome. This is the principal mihr4d, Plate XXX, and upon its north side is the
mimbar, or pulpit, from which the maulvi preaches.

If there are side wings to the mosque, as in this masjid the mihrdb in the centre
of the wing predominates over those upon its sides, but it is always subordinate to
the principal mihrdb.

Plate XLII is a drawing of the principal mihrdd, and, as Plate XXX shows, it
stands between two others. It extends from the marble floor of the chamber to the
cornice, separating the square from the octagonal portion of the room. It is surrounded
by a broad rectangular sunken architrave, starting from a flat geometrically carved °
base painted a deep blue and sculptured with verses from the Qurdn, in raised Arabic
characters overlaid in gold. Beneath the flat transverse head of the architrave is a
four-centred and stilted arch delicately carved on the face with a rich undulating and
repeating scroll in relief between two narrow hexagonal shaped mouldings ornamented
with the chevron, springing from two balusters resting upon the imposts of the arch
which are painted with floral scrolls in white, red and blue upon a chocalate ground.
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Around the soffit is a delicate fringe of sangtaras!, chastely carved and linked together
with slender cuspings. The cuspings spring from pretty brackets projecting horizontally
Jjust above the impost, which is shown in detail on Plate XLIV. Both the tympanum
beneath the arch and the spandrils in the angles above, between the extrados and
rectangular shaped architrave enclosing the mihrdb are embellished with rich floral
designs, but unfortunately they are too much decayed to reproduce with any degree of
accuracy. In the centre of the spandrils are bold and effectively leaf carved bosses
overlaid with gold. Beneath the arch is a pentagonal shaped aperture, half-domed over
on the top (Plates XLII and XLV) and reccssed some 4’-3" from the outer face of the
wall.  Across the front upper portion of the aperture is an archway supported on brackets
standing on semi-octagonal shafts upon the jambs of the opening. The front of the
arch is enriched with scroll carving and the spandrils (Plate XLVT) with bold leaf
patera surrounded by a field of raised quarterfoils overlaid in gold upon a dark blue
ground. Confining the sides of the spandrils is a rectangular border carved with a raised
chain pattern and flowers, stopping on the caps of the semi-octagonal shafts upon the
jambs of the recess. Enclosing the whole is a broad jdli architrave in red stone, inlaid
with white and black marble. (Plate XLIII.) Hanging from the north side of the
recess is a lamp, always lighted at night to indicate to worshippers the sanctity of the
precincts and that the mosque has not been desecrated.

The minor mihrdbs on the side of that just described are almost as beautiful.
They are seen on the perspective view of the principal chamber shown on Plate XXX,
and are detailed on Plate XLVIII. They are not so wide as the principal mihr4b, but
of the same height. In the lower portion is a flat recess setting back 2’-6” from the
outer face of the wall, which is enclosed at the top by a similar archway to that over the
recess in the principal mihrdb. The spandrils, however, are painted instead of being
carved, with the exception of the patere in the centre, which are in high relief. The
reveals (see section, Fig. 2.) were decorated with one of Akbar’s favourite fruits, the
grape, and the back is also ornamented in colour decoration, but the nature of the design
is not traceable owing to its having been whitewashed during recent years. Confining
it is a flat jdli architrave effectively inlaid in blue enamel and white marble, which is
detailed in Fig. 2, Plate XXVIL. The pattern, though simple, is effective ; it consists’
of stars and squares crossed one upon the other in a mottled red sandstone inlaid with
blue and white enamel. The scmi-octagonal shafts are of Hind design, and round
them is an edging of lotus buds, a favourite Hinda ornanient, which is frequently found
upon the masjid and other buildings in Fathplr Sikri. Over the top of the recess is
an arch worked on the soffit with a fringe of sangtaras and a rich carved scroll fret,
whilst the sprandrils are beautificd with painted decorations in the shape of floral
scrolls and leaf ornamented patere. Confining the whole is a broad architrave, but,
unlike that around the principal mulrdb (iﬁscribed with texts from the Qurdn), it is
enriched with exquisite geometrical tracery in red stone (sece Plate XLVII, Fig, 2),
inlaid with white marble, studded at regular intervals with blue and green stars in
enamel. The effect is charming and must be scen to be appreciated.  Along the top,
the field of the architrave is divided into two by a sunk panel upon which is painted a
scroll in orange edged with white upon a deep erimson ground.

! The sanglara is a large sort of oraugs, which in a conventionalized forn is repeatedly used about the different buildings
uuder tho archiways as cuspings,
3
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_ Much of the colour ornamenting the chamber is very decayed, but, notwith-
.standing this, one is impressed by the beauty of the room. When fresh from the hands
of the builder and decorator the effect produced by the intermixture of colour with the
-rich Saracenic tracery must have been charming. As it now stands it calls forth
-universal.approbation, and causes many a one to ponder beneath the dome and admire
the zeal which actuated Akbar to build such alovely shrine for his court to worship in.

The rich decoration is not only confined to the prinicipal chamber, but it extends
to the aisles (Plate XV), which from Plate XLIX will be seen to be almost as
elaborately decorated as the principal chamber itself. Akbar spared no pains in
making his cathedral masjid as beautiful as he possibly could, and it ranks amongst
the finest of the ecclesiastical buildings in India. The work must have been dear to
Alkbar and one of love, and could only have been directed by his vigorous mind.. It is
not improbable that when planning it he thought of ultimately using it as a place of
worship for the followers of his ““ Divine Faith.” This is rather borne out by Badaoni’s*
narrative relative to Akbar appearing in public as the Mujtahid of the age. He says,
¢ In this year the Emperor was anxious to unite in his person the spiritual as well as the
secular headships, for he held it to be an insufferable burden to be subordinate to any
one, as he had heard that the Prophet (God be gracious to him and give him peace !) and
his lawful successors, and some of the most powerful kings, as Amir Timfr C4hibqiran
and Mirza Ulugh Beg-i-Gurgén, and several others, had themselves read the Khutbah,
he resolved to do the same, apparently in order to imitate their example, but in reality
to appear in public as the Mujtahid of the age. Accordingly on the first Friday of
Jumada'l-awwal of the year nine hundred and eighty-seven in the chief mosque of
Fathpfir, which he had built near the palace, His Majesty began to read the Khutbah.
But all at once he stammered and trembled, and, though assisted by others, he could
scarcely read three verses of a poem, which Shaikh Faizi had composed, but came
quickly down from the pulpit, and handed over the duties of Imim to Hafiz Muhammad
Amm, the Court khdt:b. These are the verses : —

¢ The Lord, who gave to us sovereignty,

Who gave as a wise heart, and a strong hand,

Who guided us in equity and justice,

And drove from our thoughts all save equity,

His description is higher than the range of thought,
Exalted is His Majesty, Allihu Akbar!’”

As we have seen from the plan of the masjid (Plates IT and XIIT), the aisles or
wings on the north and south sides of the principal chamber are divided into three
parts, by a central domed chapel with a pillared hall on each side. The whole of the
internal west wall is recessed by lovely muhrdbs—three being apportioned to these
pillared halls and three to the domed chapel, the central mihrdb in each casc being
larger and more ornate than those upon its side. The entire face of the west wall is
shown on Plate XV, which is a section through the south wing of the masjid looki‘ng
westwards. From this illustration it will be secn that the mihrdbs are treated after
the manner of those in the principal chamber, but that the details are varied. The
central mihrdb (Plates L and LI), both in the domed chapel and the aisles, rise above

* Lowe’s Translation of Muntkhab-ut-Tawarikh of Badaoni, Vol. I, pp. 276-77.
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the side ones, which are only about half the height of these. Plate LI is the detail of
the central mihrdb in the pillared hall, which needs little in the way of description as
it so closely resembles those in the principal chamber. We find a column of Hindtt
design and a beading of lotus buds on the side of the aperture, surmounted by a cusped
arch with pater® carved in the spandrils and round the opening a broad geometrical
architrave inlaid in blue and white enamel. (See Fig. 6, Plate XXVIIL.) Over this is
a large arch embellished with carving on the face and the soffit, and crossed interlaced
triangles are painted upon the tympanum. Beneath the triangles is a sunken panel
with trifoil ends carved with an Arabic inscription in raised characters. Enclosing the
whole mihrdb, as the illustrations show, is a deep border of most exquisite Saracenic
tracery cut in red sandstone and inlaid in black and white marble. The subordinate
mihrdbs are illustrated on Plate LII, which is a drawing of one of those in the pillared
hall in the south aisle on the side of the domed chapel. The architraves, as will be
noticed from the drawing, are altogether plainer, and instead of an elaborate geometrical
design we have a much simpler one of the beehive pattern in red sandstone inlaid in
cream coloured and white marble. No upper arch crowns the opening as in the case of
the other mihrdbs, but above the head of the inlaid architrave is a plain string moulding,
stopping on the sides of the Hindfl columns projecting 7 inches from the face of the
wall, supporting brackets carrying stone beams upholding the flat roof of the masjid.
Over the cornice is a banderolle in raised Arabic characters like that shown on Plate
L1, but the trifoil ends of the panel containing the carved inscription are enriched with
delicate tracery. Over the banderolle is a deep arched window recess enclosed by a
broad belt of inlaid ornamentation, and over the top of this is another horizontal band
of tracery arched over by massive stone brackets supporting the roof. Large detailed
drawings of the archway of the mihrébs are given on Plate LIII, and they suffice to
illustrate the style of detail of the other mihrdbs, which are akin in design. Fig. 1
shows the front of the aperture, Fig. 2 a large drawing of the springing of the arch,
and Fig. 3 a section through the mihrdb showing the lotus beading around the opening
and the Hinda shafts supporting the arch.

One of the most marked and characteristic features in the masjid is the way in
which the domes over the chapel in the wings are supported. Instead of the usual
arched pendentives across the angles of the rooms, so generally employed throughout
the Moghul style, the angles are corbelled out from just above the tops (see Plate XVTI)
of the mihrdbs to within a few inches of the level of the flat roof covering the pillared
halls. (See section, Plate XV.) An octagonal and panelled drum is constructed over
the corbelling, and across the upper angles of the drum cap-stones are placed, forming a
base of sixteen sides and upon this the cupola of the dome rests. The under side of
the cupola is divided into sixteen panels by flat ribs springing from a cornice round its
base which terminate upon a rich pendent boss in the crown of the dome. A drawing
showing the construction of the dome is given in Fig. 2, Plate XV, and a detail of the
corbelling on Plate LIV. Light is admitted to the chamber through four large arched
windows in the drum of the dome, and additional light is obtained from large arches
(Plate XIV) leading out of the aisles on the north and south sides of the chamber.
These are detailed on Plate LVII. Around the arch is a fringe of dainty cuspings
terminating in elaborately carved leaf ends. The treatment is extremely pretty and is
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a departure from the orange-carved cusping so frequently met with around the arches,
not only in the masjid but elsewhere. A detail drawing of the springing of the arch
is given at Fig. 1, Plate LVIIL. It is girdled by an inlaid band of geometrical
tracery springing from the imposts, and the whole opening is framed by a broad
architrave of inlaid tracery in red sandstone and white marble projecting some three
and three-quarters of an inch in advance of the arch. The sides of the archway are
enclosed by stately piers ranged opposite the pillars in the halls on the sides of the
chapels.

As stated in the commencement of this chapter, these columns savour a great
deal of HindQ design (Plate LVIIL) They are divided into three sections. The lower
is square, the middle octagonal, and the uppper sixteen-sided and fluted, finished off at
the top by an octagonal necking. The lower and middle portions are again subdivided
into two parts by bands. The belt across the middle portion of the pier is square. It
is neatly carved on the face with a circular scroll and leaves. The carving is varied
on some of the piers, and instead of the circular scroll we have an undulating one and
of similar design to those found upon very early Brihmanical and Jaina columns,
(see Fig. 6, Plate LVIIL) Separating the octagonal from the sixteen-sided portion
of the column is a narrow band of carving reminding one of the fleur-de-lis. The
octagonal belt around the sixteen-sided section of the column is plain. The bases are
square, (see Fig. 2, Plate LVIIL) The plinth is moulded with a scotia, and along
the top is a badly formed bull-nose member and the face of the die between it and
the plinth is ornamented with leaves carved on the angles. The face of the square
portion of the shaft above the base is slightly panelled and the angles are quirked.
Over the top of the panel is a richly carved band of leafage, which varies in design
(Figs. 3 and 5) and is surmounted by a cresting chiselled with leaves. The caps of
the columns, like the bases, are square, and the octagonal sides of the shaft merge
into angle volutes ornamented with leaf carving. Over the top of the volutes are
three sunken square panels carved with a leaf diaper. Surmounting the cap is a
sur-capital (Fig. 4) projecting 34" on each side of the under capital. The abacus is a
square at top, but hollowed out on the under side and carved with a cable moulding.
Beneath the cable is a band neatly carved with creeper foliage. The sides slope
outwards and downwards, a peculiarity of the Moghul mouldings. Under this band is
a deep cavetto-like member chiselled with water-leaves separated by darts stopping on
- the under-sides of a string of facets along the top. The cavetto stop% on a moulded
necking also ornamented with facets along the front.

The walls of the chapels and pillared halls upon their sides are cut up by arched
recesses (see Plates XIII, XIV and X VI, most of which are encased by inlaid borders
in enamel. The faces of the arches (Plate L\V) are prettily carved with lcaf scrolls,
interlacing chains, &c., and in some instances the guilloche is even found, (sce Fig. 1.)
Leading from the ends of the piazzas in front of the wings (see plan, Plate XIII)
into the porch of the entrance in front of the principal chamber are archways. These
are ornamented in keeping with the recesses and the mihrdbs in the walls of the wings.
One, that on the north side of the entrance, is detailed on Plate LVI. Large drawings
of the patere in the spandrils above the arch, and the exquisite scroll carving round
the face of it are given at Figs. 2 and 3 on the same plate. The west exterior fagade

s 4
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of the lfwén is, in the main, closely allied to the east, north and south elevations.
1t is characterised though by the large dome over the central chamber (screened to a
great extent on the fagade facing the courtyard, as in the case of the Jaunpur masjids,!
by the great arched entrance in front), and the domes on each side over the chapels
in the wings, together with the massive and bold bastions, emphasising the north and
south exterior angles (see plan, Plates IT, X and XIII.) These bastions, semi-circular
in®plan, contain staircases leading to the roof of the masjid and are surmounted, as
Plate XIV shows, by an open-sided octagonal turret crowned by a dome. On the
outside, and a short distance from the floor of the turret, is a deep belt of battlemented
carving, a continuation of the decoration upon the parapet round the top of the lwdn.
Below the parapet is a moulded string-course similar to that detailed at Fig. 2, Plate
LIX. Beneath it is another string-moulding, which continues round the exterior walls
of the cloisters enclosing the sides of the courtyard, but not upon the west exterior wall
of the liwdn. This is only broken up (Plate X) by small arched window openings
lighting the dim chambers within, and the backs of the mihrdbs, which, like the wall
-of the principal chamber, break forward and cast deep shadows on the main wall,
thereby adding considerably to the architectural effect of the facade. The domes
crowning the facade (Plate X) form one of the most marked features of the design.
The large one in the centre stands on a stone base panelled with thirty-two arched
recesses, separated by piers and surmounted by a battlemented cresting standing over
a moulded string-course (Fig. I, Plate LX). The base rests upon an elevated plinth of
an irregular octagonal shape rising from the roof of the masjid. In it are four large
windows filled in with jdl: screens. (Plates XXIX and XXXII.) On the east side
of the big dome are staircases leading to the roof of the great entrance in front of the
principal chamber (see section, Plate XXIX). The minor domes on the side of the
principal one are supported on bases of sixteen sides panelled like those round the
major dome. They are terminated by highly moulded finials which are given in Fig. 3,
Plate LXII. The same plate shows the finials over the big dome (Fig. 2), and those
(Fig. 1) covering the exterior angles of the principal chamber in the lZwdn.
' Plate LXI exemplifies samples of the finials crowning different parts of the
masjid. Fig. 1 shows that terminating the tapering hexagonal shafts in the north and
south exterior angles of the large arched entrance to the liwdn; Fig. 2 that over the
domes surmounting Salim Chishti’s tomb, and Fig. 3 those over the kiosques
crowning the cloister fagades.

The exterior fagades of the masjid are plain to a degree and an idea of them
may be obtained from Plate Is, In the centre of the south front is the Baland
Darwaza and in the middle of the east facade is the King's gate, united to the
massive and grim bastions at the angles of the masjid by long walls of plain red
sandstone ashlaring pierced here and there by tiny window openings lighting the
maulvi’s cells in the cloisters within. Horizontally the walls are divided into two by
string-courses stopping on the sides of the gates. Surmounting them are crested
battlements. The exterior of the north fagade is even plainer than the others, as it
has nothing whatever in the shape of a gateway to break up the long stretch of masonry.

The barrenness is hidden by Abul Fazl's and Faizi’s houses.

! See “The Sharqi Architecture of Jaunpur.” Archaological Survey of Indis, Volame I, New Series : by A. Fibrer and
Bdwd. W. Bmith.
4
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As mentioned at the commencement of this chapter, the masjid is built on arched
vaults which may be seen on Plate Is. Projecting from the south-east corner is a large
langar-khdna, or almshouse. It is almost a ruin. Some of the walls and the piers
are still standing, but the roof has long since fallen.

Below the middle of the masjid quadrangle is a vast stone water tank, formed by
closing up some of the vaults, carrying the walls and stone-floor of the quadrangle.
A staircase decends to it from the pavement, but it is hardly noticeable and the tank
is seldom or ever seen by visitors to Fathpfir Sikrf, on account of the entrance being
kept closed. All the rain water from the roof of the masjid and the pavement of the
quadrangle is drained into it.

Impinging on the north-west side of the Baland Darw4za is a large well
into which people dive for a livelihood from the parapet of the masjid, a height of
about eighty feet.

On the south-west corner of the edifice a cemetery chapel is built on to the wall
of the masjid. Before taking the dead into the precincts of the masjid they are
brought here and a short form of service is held, after which the corpse is carried
into the mosque and the funeral service is then continued preparatory to carrying the

body to its final resting place.
The design of the chapel is so closely allied to that of the masjid that it is

unnecessary to illustrate it, with the exception of the cornice round the top, which is
detailed in Fig. 3, Plate LVIL
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THE FOLLOWING IS A .LITERAL TRANSLATION OF THE ENTIRE INSCRIPTION, A SHORT EXTRACT
OF WHICH WAS GIVEN ON PAGE 4.

“The Mighty Emperor Jalsl-ud-din Muhammad Akbar, whose hall of audience
is the firmament, may God protect him, having conquered the countries of Dakhan and
Dandesh, formerly named Khandesh, in the year Ilahi 46, according to A. H. 1010,
reached Fathpfir-Sikri and marched to Agra.

" So long as the heaven and earth remain,
So long as the impression of entity exists,
May his name accompany the celestial globs,
His constitution be eternal.

Said Jesus Christ, blessings upon him, the world is a lofty mansion, so take
& warning and do not build on it. It is stated in history that he who is inclined to be
pleased to-imorrow, enjoys happiness eternally. 1t is also said that the world is but for
a moment, so spend it in worship, the remainder of life is worthless. He who performs
nidmz but not with heart does not gain any advantage therefrom, besides being kept
far from God. The best property is that which is spent in the way of God. To part
with the world in lien of the future existence is profitable. A life of poverty with
resignation and content is like a country for which there is no responsibility.

What fame could you gain sitting on the throne

In a silver mansion, dwelling

In the world (which is) like a looking-glass ?

Behold yourself when you look at it.
Author and scribe named Muhammad Masum, son of Sai’ad Safai al Turmuzi by origin
and Bikri by residence, descended from Sai’ad Qalandar, son of Baba Hasan Abdal,
born at Al Sabzwir and resided at Qandahér. In the reign of the Emperor Akbar,
who organized the country, Shaikh Salim built the mosque which is like the Kdbah in
sanctity. The date of the completion of this splendid building is “like the masjid,
t.e., al Haram” A. H. 979.”
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steps from the pavement of the quadrangle to the roof of the large kiosques crownmg
the top of the gate (see Plates XI and LXIII)

A ground plan of the gateway is given on Plate LXIV. It measures some
130’-0" across the main front, 123’-0" across the back or side facing the masjid
quadrangle, and is 88’-6" in depth from the face of the great arch to the face of the
main back wall. The front, or the side overlooking the city, is built in the form of a
semi-octagonal bay, and projects some 33'-0° beyond the south wall enclosing the
masjid quadrangle. The front face is considerably larger than the sides, which are only
31’-0" wide, whilst this is 86’-0" across. In the centre is, what Fergusson calls in the
description above quoted, the portico or porch to the portal itself. It is embowed and
of a semi-octagonal shape measuring 43’-0" across by 33’-0" in depth and is roofed by a
half-dome. There are three entrances in the porch. The central one is larger than
the others and forms the principal entrance : it is known as the horse-shoe gate. The
others are altogether smaller and lead into small domed rooms built in the sides of the
portico and from thence by narrow corridors, 5-0" in width, to vestibules at the back of
the portico. The corridors are lighted by borrowed lights in the shape of rich red
sandstone grilles looking on to the vestibule (see plan LXIV). The vestibule is
divided into three main parts, a large central one 33’-6" diameter roofed by a dome
carried on goffered pendentives, and two side ones 33’-0” x 25’-0", covered by flat
roofs. At the east and west ends are small archways leading into the cloisters around
the masjid quadrangles. Over these archways are square windows with balconies in
front carried on moulded brackets. The walls are cut up by arched recesses, and
prominence has been,given to the joints of the masonry by marking them by broad
lines of white paint.

The principal portal, the horse-shoe gate, is delineated on Plates LXV and LXVI.
It measures 12’-9” across, between the stone jambs, and is 18°-6" in height to the
underside of a well-proportioned four-centred archway over it. The jambs are
beautifully carved on the front with a continuous floral scroll 5” in width, raised about
4 of an inch from a sunk ground contained between plain margins (see Fig. 2, Plate
LXVII). The soffit of the arch is carved with a slender and delicate cusping,
considerably damaged in places, which starts from small brackets on the sides. At
the intersection of the cuspings are beautifully chiselled leaves placed back to back,
which turn over and meet midway between each cusp. They are looped together by a
narrow band and resemble a fringe of carved fleur-de-its. Between the cusping and
the intrados of the arch is a narrow tooth moulding which along with the cusping
frequently occurs upon the various buildings in the city, but in a slightly modified form,
and is one of the distinctive and most characteristic features of the Moghul style.
There is a peculiar lightness and airiness about these archways, which is charming as
well as effective, and calls forth the admiration of all who study them. The cusping
is 33 of an inch in depth and a side view of it is given on Fig. 3, Plate LXVI.
Over the apex of the arch is a beautifully earved terminal of leaves placed one upon
another and spread out like a fan palm. It bears a resemblance to the palm leaf
ornament so frequently used upon ancient Greek buildings. It is shown on Fig. 1
of the same plate. The arch is in several pieces of stone, but has no keystone
and one of the joints comes immediately bencath the terminal over the apex. The

v
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FATHPOR STKRI.—THE JAMI' MASJID. PLATE LXVI.

THE BALAND DARWAZA. HORSE-SHOE GATEWAY.

'| For detail see Plate LXXI,
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FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID.
THE BALAND DARWAZA. DETAIL OF ARCHWAY OVER THE HORSE-SHOE GATE. PLATE LXVII.
(See Plate LXVI).

8ection lines hatched
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FATHPOR SIKRI.—TIHZ JAMT MASIID.

THE BALAND DARWAZA. DBETAILS OF ARCHITRAVES.
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FATHEOR STKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID. PLATE LXIX.

THE BALAND DARWAZA. DETAIL OF JIB DOOR N THE HOUSE-SHGE GATEWAY,
F1G. 8. SECTION.
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THE BALAND DARWAZA. DETAIL OF THE MEETING RAIL,

DETLIL OF HORSL-SH0ES ON FRONT OPF THE GATE.
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PLATE LXXIL

FATHPOR SIZRI.—THE JAMI MASIID.
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spandrils over the arch are faced with slabs of stone of irregular sizes, some big and -
some small, and in the centre is a large leaf carved patera in three tiers projecting
considerably in advance of the face of the spandril and throwing a deep shadow upon
what would otherwise be but a barren surface. The doors are of shisham wood and
are in two enormous leaves (see Plates LXV and LXVI), which swing on very rough
and crudely made iron pivots, secured to the door by iron straps and bolts (see Fig. 4,
Plate LXIX) moving in stone sockets in the corners of the entrance behind the
jambs. The leaves, although so massive and ponderous, swing to and fro quite easily.
They are 53" in thickness, and one of the two, that on the left hand.side as we
enter, is made slightly larger than the other. They are constructed of vertical wooden
planks, of various widths, connected on the inside by heavy horizontal bars 54" x 6”
and the length of each leaf, and on the outside by twelve iron straps 1’-1" apart, 57
wide and §° thick. The bars are roughly rounded off on the outer edges and secured
to the door by large rough wrought iron nails with moulded and chased heads (see
Figs. 1, 2 and 3, Plate LXIX). As the vertical planks are of exceptional length,
they are strengthened by wooden tongues placed at irregular intervals in the centre of
each plank. Where the planks join they are rebated (see Fig. 4, Plate LXIX). In
the left hand leaf of the door is a jib or postern gate, which enables a person to pass in
and out without having to open the whole gate. It is 2’-0” wide by 3’-0” in height—
sufficiently large for a full-size man to get through without much inconvenience. In
olden times defenders of sallyports, &ec., were enabled by means of such doors to effect
an exit or ingress as the case might be without much danger to the portal. It saved
opening the main gate, and in the case of a rush being made by an invading party, the
postern could easily be defended by a mere handful of men. The postern is constructed
like the great gate and is bound by iron-straps studded with bolts (Fig. 1, Plate
LXIX). It swings on a roughly wrought iron hinge and (Fig. 2, Plate LXIX) can
be secured by a chain and lock on the inside. The main door is similarly closed by a
‘massive chain and a huge wooden bar which passes behind the door and fits into large
‘holes made for the purpose in the sides of the reveal.

The meeting-style, or more properly cocked-bead down the centre of the door is 63"
wide (Plate LXIX, Fig. 1, and Plate LXX, Figs. 1 and 2). On plan it is heptagonal
and every few feet the sides stop on exquisitely carved square dies. The angles of the
heptagon are beaded and quirked. The square dies on which the sides stop are
delicately carved with rich filigree ornament separated by bands of small scrolls.
Projecting from the dies 24" are iron bolts with chased heads which secure the meeting-
. style to the door. These rest on pinked iron plates (Fig. 1, Plate LXX) and turn
over on the inside of the door. The sides of the meeting-style, or beading, are carved
in unison with the front (Fig. 2, same plate).

As mentioned above the principal portal is known as the horse-shoe gate, from
the circumstance that it is thickly studded all over the lower portion with horse-shoes.
Some are beautifully chased, as may be seen from the illustrations shown on Figs. 4
and 6, Plate LXX. All are in iron, but according to tradition there were others in
silver, which have probably been stolen from time to time. Some of the shapes are
peculiar and very different from English horse-shoes. They mostly have five nail holes,
but in some there are less. Mixed up with the horse-shoes are those of other beasts,
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and amongst them are bullocks’ and donkeys’ shoes. The peasants have put them up
for luck, believing that if they nail the shoe of a sick animal to the gate, Saint Salim,
their patron saint, will intercede with God for its recovery. 1In all there are three
hundred and thirty-three.

Over the top of the door is an open arcade or gallery 6’-6” wide leading to the
staircases ascending to the roof of the building. It is shown on Plate LXVIL. Tt is
divided into three bays by square columns with carved capitals standing on a moulded
and panelled plinth and is protected by a stone railing along the front 1’-34" in height
(see section Fig. 3, Plate LXVI). The back wall of the gallery is recessed and
a window with a rounded head looks out on to the upper part of the vestibule
behind. The top of the arcade is closed by massive lintels supported on pairs of Hind#
brackets springing from the capitals of the columns (Plate LXXT), and placed there to
carry the superstructure. Enclosing the sides of the arcades and extending to the
ground are broad bands of inlaid jil/z work in greyish marble and red sandstone, which
add considerably to the appearance of the portico.

Similar bands enclose the large archways over the entrances leading into the
small lobbies on the sides of the horse-shoe gate (see plan, Plate LXIV) out of which
corridors lead to the cloisters surrounding the quadrangle of the masjid. One of these
entrances is illustrated on Plate LXXIII. The archway over is the counterpart in
design to that above the horse-shoe entrance (Plate LXV). Dividing the archway
horizontally into two parts is a plain band of red sandstone and the space between it
and the top of the arch is filled in with plain ashlaring. The entrance is oblong in
shape and enclosed by flat architraves. These are enriched with star-shaped panels
in red sandstone enclosed in borders of white marble. On the outer side of the
architrave is a tooth-moulding in red sandstone. The combination here of the white
marble with the red sandstone is very effective. The head of the doorway is closed
by two heavy brackets 2’-1° high, 2’-7" in length and 8}" in width, which meet over
the centre of the aperture of the entrance and support a stone lintel across its top.
Each bracket (see Plate LXXTI)is cut on the soffit into three tiers or steps, and beneath
the lower and upper tiers, diminutive carved brackets are introduced, whilst under the
middle there is a circular pendant enriched with leafage, beading, &c., with a square cap.
The front face of the bracket is divided up into six square panels. Those nearest
the architrave are filled in with carved leaf ornamentation in relief, whilst the others
are occupied with crosses of leaves contained within foliated figures raised from the flat
surface of the panel. These are the only doorway brackets in Fathptr Sikri treated
in this manner, the front surface being generally quite plain as we find it in Jodh
Bais Palace,! or ornamented with a mass of carving as seen in Bir B al's house.?
More frequently the bracket is partially hidden and concealed by an arch, as in the
external doorway to Bir Bals house,® but in this instance we see the whole of the
bracket. The jambs beneath the bracket are quite plain and square, but are quirked
on the angles. The capitals and bases are moulded on the side and front. The door
is of shisham wood, like that beneath the horse-shoe entrance. It is in two folding
leaves (see plan and section Figs. 1 and 2, Plate LXXIII) and each leaf is in three

! Part 11 of this Report. Plate LXXVL. )

» " Plates XXXVI, XIX and XXX.
3 Plate XXXVI.
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planks joined together by wooden tongues. At the back the planks are secured by four
roughly shaped rails, and on the front by an equal number of iron straps fastened by
large iron nails, which, after passing through the door, are hammered over on to the
back of the rails (see section Fig. 2, Plate LXXIII). Down the centre of the door
is a beading 4" wide of a pentagonal section carved with the chevron pattern. The
sides of the beading terminate on chamfer moulded stops or dies ornamented on the front
with serrated circular plates in wrought iron. The door is fastened on the outside by
& cumbersome iron chain and padlock of a pattern which has been in use in India from
time immemorial and which appears in the elevation of the doorway shown in Fig.
1, Plate LXXIII. On the inside it is secured by a strong wooden bar a little wider
than the door which fits into large slots 9" deep by 7" in width cut out in the sides
of the reveals (see Fig. 2 of the same plate).

As mentioned before, only three of the five sides of the great portico in the
front of the Baland Darw4za are pierced by doorways. In the remaining two
(see plan, Plate LXIV) are three deep recesses separated by horizontal bands of marble
jéh work.

The side walls of the portico (Plate LXIV) are ornamented with elaborate
inlaid geometrical patterns, in white marble and red stone. Details are given on
Plate LXXTV. The red sandstone is shown by hatched lines on the drawing, whilst
the white portions represent the marble. Both are in one plane, which considerably
mars the effectiveness of the design. The pattern was first cut out on the red stone
and the inlaying was done afterwards. That this was the case is proved by the
existence of some unfinished panels upon other parts of the gate, where we see
the completed pattern in red sandstone with only portions filled up with marble.
Although the tracery looks exceedingly well, it would have looked much better had
the marble been recessed a little from the face of the red sandstone. It would then
have been set in a frame, 8o to speak, from the sides of which delicate shadows, so
necessary to architectural effect, would have been cast upon the white face of the marble
and would have added considerably to the beauty of the design. In the middle of the
forepart of the Baland Darw#éza (see Plate LXIII) is the great arch in front
of the porch or portico leading to the portals by which one enters the masjid. The
arch, a Saracenic one, is fringed with cuspings (like those over the horse-shoe entrance,
Plate LXV) and encircling it is a beautifully carved band of floral ornamentation
arranged in a continuous scroll (see Fig. 2, Plate LXVIII) raised about 4 of an inch
above the ground. :

The face of the archway sets back some 1’-6" from the main face of the gate,
and the jambs or architraves, detailed on Plate LXXYV, are enriched with a lamb’s
tongue, an ogee and a tooth-moulding. The mouldings are bold, well-formed and most
effective ; the ogee is leaf-carved.. They continue perpendicularly up the sides of the
opening beneath the arch to a height of several feet above the apex and then run
horizontally across it. In the spandrils between the extrados of the arch and the
architraves are large and bold leaf-carved patere in three concentric rings. They are
in white marble and red sandstone enclosed by bands of white marble. Over the apex
of the arch the palm-shaped shield we saw over the top of the horse-shoe entrance is
again met with. The abutments, on the sides of the archway including the jambs

6
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are 21’-6” across, and they are most richly inscribed with texts from the Qurén cut in
bold Arabic characters. (Plate LXXVII). The letters are § of an inch high and
average 4’-57 in length. According to an inscription at the foot of the text (see
Plate LXXVTII) they were cut by one Hussain Chishti by name. The texts are set
in raised and moulded perpendicular panels, in buff and red sandstone with trifoil ends,
extending from the plinth to within a few feet of the summit of the gate where there
is a like panel stretching horizontally across the top of the great arch. Worked upon
the plinth of the abutments is a raised geometrical panel which is detailed on Plate
LXXVL

Over the top of the gate are thirteen domed kiosques, with open sides filled in at
the top with arches. Behind them are three others, but in every way larger, which,
towering above those in front, form a fitting crown to the gate. Two of the big
kiosques are octagonal in shape, whilst the third is square. The square kiosque is
placed immediately over the centre of the gate whilst the others crown the abutments
on the sides of the archway. Upon the outer angles of the abutments are polygonal
shafts or “ gul-dustds” which extend from the pavement to the summit of the gate
where they end off in tapering pinnacles capped by flower tops. In the plinth along
the bottom of the abutments of the arch is a raised panel of red sandstone tracery
inlaid with white marble (Plate LXXVT) enclosed by a star-shaped border in red
sandstone bedded in white marble. The panel js set in a moulded frame inlaid with a
star border in black marble.

The polygonal shafts on the outer sides of the abutments, extending from the
pavement to the summit of the gate are detailed on Plate LXXVIII. They
are divided horizontally into eight portions by seven carved string-mouldings. For
variety’s sake plain flat bands of buff-coloured stone have here and there been introduced
and two out of the eight portions into which the shafts are divided are fluted in buff

stone.

The sides of the Baland Darwéza (see Plates LXIII, LXIV, LXXIX and
LXXX) are divided into three storeys.

The lower and upper floors are deeply embowed from the face of the wall and
the fronts are enclosed at the top by cusped archways, The middle floor is arcaded in
keeping with the gallery above the horse-shoe gate (Plates LXV and LXVI). On the
middle and upper floors are small rooms from which staircases lead to the roof.

The lower floor (Plate LXXIX) is a repetition on a smaller scale of the great
porch in front of the portal leading into the masjid. Like that, it is half octagon in plan
and is roofed by a semi-dome (Fig. 3). At the back of the dome are three doors ; that
on the left leads to a passage going to the vestibules and cloisters behind the gate;
(see plan Plate LXIV) the middle one leads to a small inner central room ; whilst the
third opens into a recess designed to harmonize with the passage door on the opposite
side. Above the two side doors are sunk panels, placed there to balance a window over
the middle door lighting the room behind, above which is a mezzanine floor entered
from the rooms on the side of the horse-shoe gate (see plan Plate LXIV). Broad
architraves surround both windows and doors, and are richly carved with raised
geometrical designs in red sandstone (see Fig. 1 LXXIX). '
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The return sides of the gate, or those impinging on the main wall of the masjid
and connecting the splayed sides of the portal to the masjid wall, are utilized as towers.
They are surmounted by kiosques with domed roofs. In the towers are staircases leading
from the mezzanine floors in the sides of the gate to the roof. They are divided on
the front into six arched and six square panels placed alternately and separated by
broad bands of sunk geometrical tracery (see Plates LXXX and LXXXI). The
square panels are raised from the surface of the masonry and are carved with rich
geometrical designs, enclosed, as the drawing shows, by flat star-ornamented borders
surrounded by a bold ogee moulding (Plate LXXXII). Beyond the border is a
sunk-out surface confined by a raised rectangular frame in buff stone, bounded by
bands of tracery which are continued up the sides of the tower from the bottom to
the top. Two of the panels are pierced by windows affording light to the staircases
within the tower. :

The back of the Baland Darw&za (Plates XI and LXIV) is square in plan
and projects 15’-0” from the face of the cloisters enclosing the masjid quadrangle. It
is a few feet less in width than the front, measuring 1237-6” The fagade is built in three
stages. The lowest stage is 59’-7” in height and it covers the vestibule behind the
portico in the forepart of the gate (see plan Plate LXIV). The main wall of the gate
marked A, A on the plan (Plate LXIV) towers behind it. The second stage is crowned
on the outer sides by four kiosques ; whilst the third stage is surmounted by three large
domed pavilions.

The parapets round the terraces of the stages are battlemented and details of these
are given on (Plate LXXXII).  The walls are faced with coursed red sandstone
ashlaring. A few feet below the parapet round the top of the second stage is a row of
small arched holes extending from one side of the gate to the other. They serve the
same purposes a3 dovecotes and afford shelter for the doves and pigeons dwelling in
the precincts of the masjid,

From the lower portion of the second stage a verandah projects on to the roof of
the first stage. It is 15’-0” wide and the same length, or nearly so, as the gate. From
it a staircase, approached by steps from the quadrangle below, leads to the top of the
portal.

The verandah is divided into fifteen bays by square columns, five open ones on
each end separated by five closed ones in the middle. Behind the latter is a staircase
to the roof. The roof covering the first stage is flat and measures 41’-11” in width.
It is enclosed by a high battlemented parapet, details of which are given on Fig. 2,
Plate LXXXIII. The only part of the rear portion of the gate where any architectural
effect has been attempted is the fagade of the first of the three stages into which the
back of the Baland Darwaza is divided. It is composed of three bays and each
is pierced by an arched opening 17-104" in width and 26'-7"in height. The two outer
bays are alike in design, but the third one is distinctively different. It projects slightly
in advance of the other two, and is only 84’-0” in width, whilst the side bays measure
gsome 44’-9” across. It forms the principal entrance into the quadrangle and the
architect has very properly given it prominence and marked its importance by bestowing
upon it what little ornamentation he intended using in decorating the rear fagade of
the gate.
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The archway in the middle of the bay is four centred and stilted and is enclosed
by rectangular shaped architraves in buff-coloured stone which are delineated on Plate
LXXXII. Around the architraves is a border of geometrical tracery in red sand-
stone, inlaid with white and greyish marble. The border extends some way above
the horizontal head of the architrave and encloses three panels over the apex of the
arch beneath. Surrounding the geometrical border is a sunken surface confined within
two 7" bands ornamented with star-shaped panels in buff coloured stone inlaid on the
sides with bands of blue encaustie tiling. On the outside of this again is another border
of geometrical tracery of the same design as that surrounding the architraves. On the
outer angles of this border are slender shafts, chiselled with the chevron pattern, which
extend up the sides of the entrance and terminate in flower-shaped capitals a few feet

above the parapet of the roof over the vestibule between the front and back of the
" Baland Darwaza.

The two bays upon the sides of the central entrance are treated altogether
differently and are plainer in every respect. The arched openings in the centre, 26/-7°
in height, are bounded by four large oblong-shaped recesses with arched tops, two on
each side of the archway. The lower recesses, some 14’-0”7 high, are penetrated by
doorways which lead to staircases ascending to the roof of the gate. Over the recesses
above the doors, are narrow bands ornamented with inlaid tiling and above these are
large panels in buff and red sandstone. Immediately over them is a battlemented
carved string-course, which extends the entire length of the back of the gateway,
parallel to the parapet crowning the roof, which, like the parapets over the cloisters
surrounding the masjid quadrangle, is surmounted by a series of kiosques.

The back elevation of the gate (Plate XI), with the exception of the lowest
portion, is plain to a degree, and the naked masses of masonry of the upper part of the
gate are out of all harmony with the front fagade (Plate LXIIT), those of the masjid,
and the adjacent buildings. So plain is it that it almost amounts to an eyesore, its
proportions are out of keeping with the surroundings, and one almost wishes that a
gate more in unison with the adjoining buildings had been erected in its stead, and
that to commemorate his great victory over the Dakhan, Akbar, like the ancients, had
erected either a column or a triumphal arch in another part of his capital.



PLATE LXXIV.

Negative by Bdmd W. Smith Photoetching - Survey of India Offices,Caleutta.January 1898.

FATHPUR SIKRI:- THE STONE CUTTERS MASJID FROM THE NORTH-EAST.

-' e N



CHAPTER IIL

THE STONE-CUTTERS’ MASJID.

Nort at all the least interesting of the numerous buildings adjoining Akbar’s
capital of Fathpir Stkri is that which the stonemasons are credited with having erected
on the west of the JAmi’ Masjid for their patron saint Salim Chishti It
is built on the rugged rock overlooking the lowlying ground to the west of the city,
which, before Akbar’s advent, was a wilderness. This masjid is about the oldest
building in the capital, and was probably erected before Fathpfr Stkri had attracted
the notice of Akbar, and became the seat perhaps of one of the finest and most luxurious
courts India has ever seen. Salim had obtained great celebrity far and wide on
account of his severe austerities and rigid penances. According to tradition, he lived
in a cave cut out in the rock upon which the masjid stands when the city, as yet
unfounded, was infested with all kinds of wild and ferocious animals. His mode of
living and saintly life attracted attention, and his fame even reached the ears of the
emperor himself, who was induced under the circumstances narrated in chapter II,
Part II of this report to build a summer capital at Fathptr Sikrl. In course of time
people settled close by the saint who had gamed such a reputation, and a village
gradually sprang into existence.

* Setting aside Salim’s celebrity, people were probably attracted to the vicinity
on account of the extensive stone quarries which, as they came to be worked, naturally
drew numbers of masons to the spot. These men, reverencing Salim and wishing
‘to honour him, decided on building a masjid in which he and they could pray. This,
tradition says, was the origin of the Stone-cutters Masjid.

, - A general view of this masjid is given on Plate LXXXIV and a plan on Plate
LXXXV. It stands at the west end of an open court measuring 78'-0" in length
by 55’-6” in width. On the north-east angle of the quadrangle is a porch, some 13’-6°
in width by 23'-3° in length, in which it is said Salim instructed the ignorant
and unlearned in the tenets of the Mubammadan religion. At the north end of the
porch is a stone, on which the saint is supposed to have sat whilst teaching The porch
opens on to the east end of the court, and on the south side of it is & small external
staircase leading to some ruined rooms over the roof of the porch. Elghteen feet from
the east wall, and in the front of the masjid is the mussallah or praying ground. The
masjid itself measures 55’-6 in length by 22'-6" in width, and is divided into nine bays
-along the front by seven at the back by two in depth. This irregularity arises from
the circumstance that two of the back bays at the north end are taken up by a small
room 8’-3" x 9’-0" which covers, so tradition affirms, the cave in which Salim lived?
- before the city was founded. Whether this be so or not one cannot say; but certain
it is that to this very day the chamber is held in the greatest reverence by the
Muhammadans of the city, who keep the entrances jealously locked to prevent the
chamber from being polluted by the tread of the infidel.
! The whole of the place has been 50 altered by the numerouns buildings which have sprung up round the masjid, that it

is impossible to say whether there really was & cave below the room or not. There are dark vaulte, extending ia ali directions
below the houses adjoining the masjid, but most are blocked up.

7



26 ARCHZEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT, N.-W, PROVINCES.

According to custom the west wall of the masjid is recessed between the bays by
mihrdbs. The principal mihrdb, however, is not, as is usually the case, placed in the
centre of the building, but in the third bay from the south end ; the mimbar or pulpit
ocupying the central position. The mimbar is about 2’-10" wide and projects 5’-0
from the wall. The floor of the mimbar on which Salim stood when addressing the
worshippers is 3’-6” above the ground and is approached by five stone steps. On the
north and south sides it is enclosed by a railing of stone tracery (see section, Plate
LXXXVI). On the front or east side is an iron hook to hold a lamp ar offerings of
garlands and flowers.

The minor mihrdbs are only 2’-3" or so across, and there is nothing about them
calling for special comment. The principal mihrdd, in front of which the maulvi leads
the congregation in prayer, measures 3’-3" across, is 7/-6” in height and is 1’-11" deep.
(Plate LXXXVTI, Figs. 1and 2). The opening of the mihrdb is 2’-33" across, and on
each side is a semi-octagonal pier 67 in thickness supporting a pretty cusped, stilted and
four-centred archway covering the aperture. On the sides of the stone piers, chains
are coarsely sculptured and the square caps and bases are crudely carved with leafage
(see section Figs, 3 and 4, Plate LXXXIV). Around the archway is a raised border
24" in width, neatly carved with a continuous chain rising from a square leaf-carved
die at the springing of the arch. Around this, again, is a small plain edging, terminating
over the apex of the arch in a flewr-de-lis.

Enclosing the whole archway is a rectangular-shaped frame carved with raised
lozenges set in tiny sunken squares, and in the spandrils between the frame and the
‘extrados of the arch are richly soulptured rosettes, On the outside of the frame is
an archjtrave carved with a creeper and a beading of lotus buds. Over the top of the
mihrdb. is a lozenge-carved band 3" deep, which stretches across it and stops on the
columns upon its sides (see Fig. 2, Plate LXXXIV). Above the mihrdd is a
beautifully carved text from the Quran in Arabic. On each side of the upper part
of the muhrdb, hetween the architraves and the piers of the bays, are curious little
recesses (Fig. 5), which presumably were used for lamps. They are a most unusual
feature and are seldom if ever found in the ecclesiastical buildings of Fathptr Stkrt
in the position we find them here. 1In height they measure 1’-5" and in breadth 9%".
In the centre of the recess is a small arched opening 14" deep and 34” in breadth,
of horse-shoe shape, a form rarely met with in Moghul architecture. On each side
of the archway is a slender semi-octagonal shaft resting on a stone sill the width of
the niche and projecting some little way in front of it. The front of the sill is
ornamented with facets and its ends rest on rounded brackets, which stand sufficiently
in advance of the sill to admit of tapers being placed on them. The hood over the-
archway projects slightly, and on the top are flat 7alls reminding one of the rolls used
in roofs covered with zinc or lead. If the Muhammadan religion permitted sculptured
‘representations of saints, one would almost feel inclined to imagine that the niches had
.been made for their reception.

The columns down the centre of the masjid are all of the same pattern and are
very crudely wrought. They are octagonal in shape, divided across the middle by a

plain square band 10 in diameter, stand on square bases and are crowned by capitals
‘which carry stone beams supporting the roof.
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There is a marked contrast between the columns here and those in the other
buildings at Fathptr Sikri. In the Panch Mahal, Bir Bal’s house and other
buildings the pillars are laden with decoration, but here the case is entirely different.
The stonemasons who erected the mosque were but poor men, who could not ‘afford
elaborate work, and possibly a great deal of the masjid was built in their spare moments.

They seem to have put all they could afford in the way of decoration into the
carving of the principal mihrdb, the most important part of the masjid; and having
done this they refrained from further enrichment of the building. The outer columns
along the front of the edifice, unlike the inner ones, are oblong in plan. They measure
11”7 x 1’-24” and divide the facade into nine bays, five of which, on the south, are of
the same size or nearly so, and four on the north, of a different dimension. No care
has been taken to keep the columns exactly opposite those on the interior of the
building, and the result is, as the stone architraves carrying the roof had of necessity
to be placed across the bays from capital to capital of the columns, that the ceiling
casements are in some cases thrown out of the square (see plan, Plate LXXXYV).

"The fagade bays are partially closed at the top by slabs of stone 53" thick cut into
the form of a four-centred stilted arch resting upon stone brackets projecting from the
sides of the columns (see Plate LXXXIV). With one exception they are plain, but
leaf patere are carved upon the spandrils. Above them are sunken panels inscribed
with texts from the Qurin. The exceptional arch is the third from the south lateral
wall (Fig. 1, Plate LXXXVI), which is enriched with a cusped fringe upon the soffit,
and a neatly carved guilloche band upon the outside, of the same pattern as that on the
archway over the principal mihrdb (Plate LXXXVII, Figs. 2 and 4). In the spandrils
are lotus rosettes and upon the front of the architrave over the top of the bay the
kaliméh is cut in raised Arabic characters. Projecting from the upper part of the
front of the columns towards the courtyard are some very fantastic-shaped brackets
resembling the form of the letter S (Fig. 3, Plate LXXXVI). They project 3’-2" from
the face of the column and support a stone plate carrying a deep sloping eave round
the top of the facade. They probably served as a model for those carrying the eaves
round the tomb, which was afterwards erected in the quadrangle of the Jami’ Masjid
in memory of Salim?! The latter, it may be remembered, are in white marble;
whereas these are wrought, and very coarsely too, in red sandstone. Under the bends
or twists are struts of pierced geometrical tracery, which lend an appearance of strength
to them. The bottom of each strut emerges from a square carved die finished off on
the underside with a twisted pendant. The frieze above the architrave is plain, but
along the bottom is a small cyma moulded string. In order to show this on the
drawing a portion of the dripstone hiding the frieze has been omitted in the elevation
of the bays shown on Fig. 1, Plate LXXXVTL.

The front is ornamented with a raised stone parapet 1’-8” in thickness standing
on a narrow moulded string-course running along the whole length of the fagade. There
is no coping to the parapet, but the top is slightly rounded to throw the water off.
That parapet on the opposite or west side of the roof is quite plain. The roof between
the parapets is flat. At the north end are two rooms 8”-4" x 10’-9” (see section through
the masjid, Fig. 3, Plate LXXXXT and Plate LXXXIV.) In keeping with the masjid,

} See Part 111 of this report.—Plate XXV.
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they are built in rubble masonry, and along the top on the south side a deep dripstone
stone (Fig. 4, Plate LXXXVI). In the south wall of the western room is a wooden
doorway with carved styles and bars ; but the entire south side of the eastern room
is open, and the space between the walls is spanned by a stone lintel supported on
moulded brackets resting on the capitals of stone piers on each side of the aperture.
The brackets are of a later style than the masjid, and, judging from this, one may
surmise that the rooms were an after-addition and erected subsequently to masjid."
They are shown on a section cut through the head of the opening (Fig. 4, Plate
LXXXVI). Parallel to the eaves is a stone string-moulding with circular stone rings
projecting from the face, which were used for posts to which were fastened flags and
other festive decorations during gala days and holidays.



CHAPTER IV.

MINOR BUILDINGS.

Just outside the Tehra Darwéiza (see Plate XCIII, Part III), on the
south-west of the city are two small red sandstone buildings which, although they
‘cannot compare in point of size and grandeur with those within the city walls, are of
interest. One is a small masjid, and the other a tomb erected to the memory of
Baha-ud-din, the overseer of the works at Fathptir-Sikri, who died in Jahangir’s
reign. Exteriorly the masjid measures 28’-10" by 16”-9” and interiorly 23’-8" by 13-7".
It is built in the prevalent style of the period but there is nothing very pretentious
about the design. There are the usual mihrdbs placed midway between the bays of
the western wall, of which there are three. The masjid is only one bay in depth and
the lateral walls are pierced with large arched openings filled in with pierced stone

grilles (see Plate LXXXVIII).

The spot chosen for the masjid is rather a picturesque one. It stands slightly
above the road beneath some fine large trees, the branches of which quite overshadow
‘the musallah and the small quadrangle in front of the masjid. At the back of the
building is a rugged stone ridge some miles in length and on a part of which the city of
Fathptr Stikri is built. The branches of the trees stretch a considerable way across
the road leading into the city beneath the Tehra D ar w 4 z a, and the shelter afforded
induces many a footsore, weary and dust-stained traveller to rest there upon the stone
benches placed outside the gate leading into the masjid quadrangle.

A fter resting awhile and bathing at the well close by, many a traveller may be
seen to open the little barred wooden gate and reverently approach the masjid, and,
standing barefooted on the musallah or praying-ground immediately in front of it, offer
up a few heartfelt prayers to God before proceeding on his journey. The masjid is
used daily by the Muhammadans living in its vicinity, but, although this is the case, the

A people are either too poor or don't care to take the trouble to keep the masjid in proper
_repair. The dripstone around the sides upon the upper part of the walls is in a sadly
dilapidated condition, and shrubs and jungle grass grow freely upon the roof. The
pretty and rather uncommon screens (Plate LXXXVIIT) which were designed for the
archways in the north and south ends of the building, have been allowed to fall out
of position and one has been removed altogether. The other was found amongst the
grass and rubbish outside the masjid, and after much persuasion the Muhammadan
community was Induced to replace it in its original position. The usual bathing tank
inside the quadrangle for worshippers to perform their ablutions in before praying is
wanting, but in lieu threreof a large earthen chutt: of water stands on the north side of
the masjid.

Projecting from the north and south walls are some very curious hooded stone
brackets used at nights for lamps.
In the north wall is a gate leading into an adjoining enclosure around
Baha-ud-din’s tomb. Strange to say, the enclosure is fenced in the front by an open
8
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stone railing, a thing whichis very rarely seen in old buildings in the N.-W. P. of India,
most of the tombs and mosques being surrounded by solid, and generally massive,
stone or brick walls coated with cement. In this instance though, the fence wall is an
open railing pure and simple. One wonders why similar railings were not more often
used in lieu of the ugly walls which entirely hide the buildings they enclose from
passers-by. Expense and love of privacy may have had something to do with their
not being used; but when labor was so cheap, and in many instances forced, these
could not have been the only reasons. The railing around the tomb is about 5'-0
high and at every few feet apart it is strengthened by stays 7" x 63" fitted into a plinth
at the bottom and a rail at the top surmounted by a cresting 1"-0” in depth carved with
leafage.

The tomb measures 21"-0” square and is surrounded by a verandah 16’-0” in width
divided into five unequal bays by stone columns. The columns are twelve-sided and
are crowned by carved capitals over which richly-moulded brackets project carrying a
stone-plate supporting the ends of a bold dripstone projecting from the parapet wall
of the roof considerably in front of the columns and sheltering the open sides of the
verandah from sun and rain. The four walls of the tomb are considerably higher than
the verandahs and are surmounted by high, ugly-looking pinnacles, finished off with
flower-tops. The upper angles of the chamber are bridged by pendentives and the
square shape of the room turned into that of an octagon over which is a dome covering
the floor space below. The exterior sides of the octagen are ornamented like the parapet
above the verandah with a carved battlemented pattern in relief, and upon the corners
are similar pinnacles to those surmounting the parapet. There is one entrance to the
tomb, on the south side, and immediately opposite it is a Iarge arched opening filled in
with reticulated tracery of similar design to that used in and around Salim Chisti’s
tomb. On the east and west sides are similar openings also filled in with tracery.
Some of the panels are broken, and in order to keep animals out of the tomb other
screens have been placed in front of them. This is not noticeable at first, and one
wonders why double screens have been introduced when one would have done. There
is a panelled skirting in stone along the bottom of the walls, and the face of the
masonry over is panelled, and the upper panels are inscribed.

The tomb contains two graves. Baha-ud-din's and his wife’s, Both are in
white marble. The mausoleum has been kept sacred to them, and is respected by the
present inhabitants of Fathplir Sikri as the last resting place of him to whom they are
so largely indebted for the beauty and magnificence of their city. If Baha-ud-din
was really the architect of Fathpfir Sikrf, one pauses a moment and wonders, not
without reason, how it is that he was not honoured with a tomb within the city
precincts in the vicinity of the buildings reared under his direction. One would
naturally expect to find his tomb within the Dargah of the great mosque. His
tomb, though, is relegated to a place outside the city walls, and is seen by few,
who have no idea in whose memory it is erected.

Not far from B a h a-u d-d i n’s tomb, upon the right hand side of the road leading
from the city, are several small buildings calling for no special comment. Amongst them
is an E d-g & h and a large cemetery. Further down the road are some small tombs and
other buildings and a tomb said to be that of Salim Chishtis daughter’s.
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Within the walls are the remains of several noblemen’s houses, of more or less
beauty, and not a few baradaries. One, on the west of the city, known as Khush
K han s, is illustrated on Plate XCII, Part III, and close by the Tehra Darwaza
is another. The K ush-K h ana measures 66’-9" square. It is two storeys high, and
in the rooms are some very fine stone ceilings. In the centre of the building is an
octagonal chamber 25-3" in diameter crowned by a dome.  On the sides of the chamber
are four small rooms 13-3" by 9’-8” and four spacious entrances with staircases
leading to the upper floor. As the building is some distance from the palaces it is
seldom visited. It should be seen though, as the details and carvings are good and a
lovely view is to be had from the flat roof. The city is scen away to the west crowned
by Akbar’s splendid mosque, with the large Baland Darwaza on its south front
towering above all surroundings and reminding one of the greatness and power of the
founder of the city. As long as one stone rests upon another Akbar’s name will ever be
associated with Fathpr Sikri. It is essentially his city and a fitting monument to
one of the wisest and best rulers India has ever had.

In concluding the report it may not be thought out of place to extract from the
Aini-Akbari* a few statistics relating to the materials used in Akbar’s buildings,
and the wages paid to the workmen employed upon their erection. As mentioned
before, the red sandstone used in the buildings was quarried at Fathpfir Sikri itself.
It is interesting to notice that glass was used in Akbar’s time for glazing.

® The Atn-i-Akbari by Abul Fazl. Translation by H. Blochmann.



CHAPTER V.

Atn 851
"EXTRACTS FROM THE AIN-I-AKBARI RELATING TO BUILDINGS.

“ Regulations for house-building in general are necessary ; they are required for the
comfort of the army, and are a source of splendour for the Government. People that
are attached to the world will collect in towns, without which there would be no
‘progress. Hence His Majesty plans splendid edifices, and dresses the work of his
‘mind and heart in the garment of stone and clay. Thus mighty fortresses have been
raised, which protect the timid, frighten the rebellious, and please the obedient.
‘Delightful villas, and imposing towers have also been built. They afford excellent
protection against cold and rain, provide for the comforts of the princesses of the
"H arem, and are conducive to that dignity which is so necessary for worldly power.”

“ Everywhere also sardts have been built, which are the comfort of travellers and
‘the asylum of poor strangers. Many tanks and wells are being dug for the benefit of
‘men and the improvement of the soil. Schools and places of worship are being founded,
and the triumphal arch of knowledge is newly adorned. His Majesty has enquired into
every detail connected with this department, which is so difficult to be managed, and
requires such large sums. He has passed new regulations, kindled the lamp of honesty,
and put a stock of practical knowledge into the hands of simple and inexperienced men.”

Ain 8.
THE PRICES OF BUILDING MATERIAL, &c.

“Many people are desirous of building houses ; but honesty and conscientiousness
are rare, especially among traders. His Majesty has carefully inquired into their
profits and losses, and has fixed the prices of articles in such a manner that both parties
are satisfied.”

“ Red sandstone costs 3 d. per man. Itisobtainable in the hills of Fathpfir Sikrf,
His Majesty’s residence, and may be brokén from the rocks at any length or breadth.
Clever workmen chisel it so skilfully, as no turner could do with wood ; and their
works vie with the picture book of Mani [the great painter of the Sassanides]. Pieces
of red sandstone (sang-i-gulélah ) broken from the rocks in any shape, are sold by the
P’ hari, which means a heap of such stones, without admixture of earth, 8 gaz long
2} g. broad and 1 g. high. Such a heap contains 172 mans, and has a value of 250 d.,
i.e., at the rate of 1 d. 11} 5. per man.”

“ Bricks are of three kinds ; burnt, half-burnt, unburnt. Though the first kind are
generally made very heavy, they weigh in the average three sers, and cost 30 d. per
mille. The second class cost 24 d. and the third 10 d. per thousand.”

“ Wood. Eight kinds of wood are in general use. 1.—sisaun, unrivalled for its
beauty and durability. A block 1 1l¢hi gaz long and 8 Tasstjes broad and high costs

1 The Ain-i-Akbari by Abul Fazl, Trauslation by H. Blochwann, page 222.
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15 d. 6 5. But if the height be only 5 or 6 T, 11 d. 10§ 5. Other sizes according to
the same proportion. 2. Nazhd, called in Hindi Judh! A beam, 10 7. broad and
high, costs per gaz 5 d. 13} j.; and a half size beam, from 7 to 9 7. broad and high,
costs per gaz 5 d, 33 5. 8. Dasang (?), called in Hindi Kar?; a beam 3 T. broad and
4 gaz long, costs 5d. 174 5. 4. Ber? 1 T. broad and high, 4 gaz long, 5d. 17 5. ;
so also T'4t, or Mulberry. 5. Mughtlén (Babtl), of the same cubic contents as No. 4.,
5d.25. 6. Surs, size as before, 10 d, 4 5. 7. Daydl, same size, first quality, 8 d.
224 j.; second quality, 8 d. 6% 5. 8. Bakdyin, same size, 5 d. 25.”

“ Gaj-1-Shirin, or sweet limestone. There is a quarry near Bahirah. When a
merchant brings it, it costs 1 R. per three mans ; but if any one sends his own carriers,
only 1d. Sangin qal’t per man 5d.55. Cadifi 5d. Chéinah, or quicklime, 2 d. per
man ; it is mostly boiled out of kangur, a kind of solid earth resembling stone in hardness.”

“Iron cramps, if tinned, 13 for 18 d.; plain ones for 6 d.”

“Iron door-knockers, from Persia and Tfrén, tinned ; large ones, 8 d. per man ;
small ones, 4 d. Indian do., tinned, 5} d. ; plain ones, 4 d. 12 4.”

“ Gul Mekh (large nails with broad heads), 12 d. per ser. Dindrt nails, 5 d. per ser.
Gogah, or small nails, tinned, first quality 7 d. for one hundred ; second quality, 5 d.,
smallest, 4 d.”

“Screws and nuts, chiefly used for doors and boxes. Tinned, 12 d. per ser; plain,
4d.

Rings, tinned, 6 d. per ser; plain, 4 d.

“ K’haprel, or tiles. They are one hand long and ten fingers broad, are burnt, and
are used for the roofs of houses, as protection against heat and cold. Plain ones, 86 d.
per mille ; enamelled, 30 d. for ten.”

“ Quibah, or spouts, to lead off water, three for 2 d.”

- “ Bans, or bamboo. It is used for spears. First quality, 15 d. for twenty pieces ;
second quality, 12 d. for do. ; third quality, 10 d. for do. The price of some kinds of
bamboo is much higher. Thus a peculiar kind is sold at 8 Ashrafts [Muhurs] per piece.
They are used for making thrones. Bamboo at a rupee per piece is common. Patal
is made of the reed which is used for galams (pens). It is used for covering ceilings.
First quality, cleaned, 1} d. per square gaz: second quality, 1 d. Sometimes they sell
patal at 2 d. for pieces 2 gaz long and 1} g. broad. Sirkf is made of very fine galam
reeds, looks well, and is very smooth ; it is sold at the rate of 14 d. per pair 13 ¢. long
and 16 girths broad. The ceilings and walls of houses are adorned with it.”

“ K’has is the sweet-smelling root of a kind of grass which grows along the banks
of rivers. During summer they make screens of it, which are placed before the door
and sprinkled with water. This renders the air cool and perfumed. Price, 1} R. per
man.”

“ Kdh-i-chappar (reeds for thatching) is sold in bundles, which are called in Hindi
piilah, per ser from 100 to 10 d.”

¢ Bhus or wheat straw, used for mixing with mortar, 3 d. per man.”

“ Kah-i-Dab’h, straw, &c., which is put on roofs, 4 d. for a load of 2 mans.”

} « This word is spelt CA{gh in Atn 90, No. 59.”

? «The Ber was in great request in Akbar’s time as a building timbaz, bat is ‘now little used, exeept for kingposts and
tie-beams, a8 the direct coliesion of its fibres is equal to that of Sil wood.””—Balfour's Timber T'rees of ladia.

9
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Minyj, the bark of galam reeds, used for making ropes to fasten the thatching,
20 d. per man.”

“San is a plant. Peasants mix it with quicklime. People also make ropes of it
for well buckets, &c., 3 d. per man.”

“ Gum, of an inferior quantity, is mixed with quicklime, 70 d. per man.”

“ Sirish-i-kahit, or reed glue, is mixed with sweet limestone, 4 d. per ser.”

“ Luk is the flower-bunch of the reed which is used for matting. People burn it,
and use it as a candle. It is also mixed with quicklime and Qal’s. Price, 1 R. per man.

“Stmgul (silver clay) is a white and greasy clay, 1 d. per man. It is used for
white-washing houses. It keeps a house cool and looks well.”

“ Ghl-i-surkh, or red clay, called in Hindi gerd, 10 d. per man. There is a quarry
of it in the hills of Gwaliar.”

‘“ Glass is used for windows ; price, 1 R. for 1} s., or one pane for 4 d.”

Atn 87.
ON THE WAGES OF LABOURERS.

“ Gilkdrs (workers in lime) first class workmen, 7 d.; second class, 6 d.; third
class, 5 d.”

“ Sangtardsh (stone-masons). The tracer gets 6 d. for each gaz; one who does
plain work, 5d. A labourer employed in quarries gets for every man he breaks, 22;.”

“ Carpenters, first class, 7 d.; second do., 6 d.; third do., 4 d.; fourth do., 3 d.;
fifth do., 2d. For plain job-work, a first class carpenter gets 1 d. 175. for one gaz;
second class do., 1 d. 6 J.; third class do., 21 j.”

“ Pinjarah sdz (Lattice work and wicker work). First, when the pieces are
joined (fastened with strings), and the interstices be dodecagonal 24 d. for every square
gaz, when the interstices form twelve circles, 22 d. ; when hexagonal, 18 d. ; when ja’fars
[or rhombus-like, one diagonal being vertical the other horizontal], 16 d.; when
shatranji [or square fields, as on a chess board], 12 d. for every square gaz.”

“ Secondly, when the work is ghawr waglt (the sticks not being fastened with
strings, but skilfully and tightly interwoven), for first class work, 48 d. per square gaz;
for second class do., 40 d.”

“ Arrahkash (one who saws beams). For job-work, per square gaz 2% d. if
sisaun wood ; if nazhd wood, 2 d. A labourer employed for the day, 2 d. There are
three men for every saw, one above, two below.”

“ Bilddrs (bricklayers), first class, daily 3% d.; second class do.,, 3 d. If
employed by the job, for building fortress walls with battlements, 4 d. per gaz:
for laying foundations, 2% d.; for all other walls, 2 d. For digging ditches, % d.
per gaz.”

“ The gaz of a labourer contains 32 tassdjes.”

“ Chéh-kan, or well-diggers, first class workmen, 2 d. per gaz; second class do.,
1} d.; third class do., 1} d.”

“ Ghautah khur, or well-divers. They clean wells. In the cold season, 4 d.
per diem; in the hot season, 3 d. By the job, 2 R. for cleaning a depth of one gaz.”

“ Khisht tardsh, or tile-makers, for 100 moulds, smoothened, 8 d.”
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“ Surkhtkob (pounders of old bricks), 1} d. for a heap of 8 mans.”

“ Glass-cutters 100 d. per gaz.”

« Bamboo-cutters, 2 d. per diem.”

“ Chapparband, or thatcher, 3 d. per dzem ; if done by the job, 24 d. for 100 gaz.”

“ Patalband (vide p. 224), 1 d. for 4 gaz.”

“ Lak’htrah. They varnish reeds, &e., with lac; wages, 2 d. per diem.”

« A’bkash, or water-carriers. First class, 8 d. per diem. Second class do., 2 d.
Such water-carriers as are used for furnishing house-builders with water for mortar
and quicklime, get 2 d. per diem.”

Ain 88.
ON ESTIMATES OF HOUSE BUILDING.

« Stone buildings. For 12 gaz, one p’ha (vide above Ain 86) is required ; also 75
mans chdnah : but if the walls be covered with red stone, 30 mans chdnak are required
per gaz.”

“ Brick buildings. For every gaz there are required 250 bricks of three ser each,
8 mans ch@inah : and 2 m. 27 s. pounded brick (surkif).”

“ Clay busldings. Three hundreds bricks are required for the same, each
brick-mould contains 1 s. of earth and 4 s. of water.”

« Astarkdrt work. For every gaz 1 man chinah, 10 s. gal's, 14 s. surkhi, and
} 5. san (vide p. 224) are required.”

“ Candalahkdri work. For every gaz 7 . of gal's and 3 s. surkh: aré required.”

“ Safidkari work, 10 s. of gal’ are required per gaz.”

“ Gazkdrt work (whitewashing). For walls and ceilings, 10 s. per gaz, for
pantries 6 s. ; chimneys 10 &.”

“ Windows require 24 s. of lime, 2} s. of glass, 4 s. of sirish-i-kahs (putty).”

“ Plaster for walls, 14 gaz, 1 m. of straw and 20 m. earth; for roofs and floors,
do. for 20 gaz. For ceilings and the inside of walls, do. for 15 gaz.”

“ Lac (varnish work) used for chighs [sliced bamboo sticks, placed horlzontally, and
joined by strings, with narrow interstices between the sticks. They are painted, and
are used as screens.]. The red, 4 s. of lac and 1 s. of vermilion; if yellow, 4 s. of lac,
1 8. of 2arntkh (auripigment). If green, } s. of indigo is mixed with the lac, and zarntkh
is added ; if black, 4 s. of lac and 8 s. of indigo.”



36 ‘ ARCHZEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT, N.-W, PROVINCES.

ADDITIONAL EXTRACTS FROM THE AIN-I-AKBARL

“The AIN-I-AKBAR i,” as Blochmann says in the preface to his translation,
“ contains that information regarding Akbar’s reign which, though not strictly historical,
is yet essential to the correct understanding of the times.” Readers therefore who
would care to learn somewhat of the period in which Akbar lived should read the
Ain-i-Akbari. If they would care to go into the subject more extensively they could
read the 1st and 2nd volumes of the Akbarnfimah, of which the Ain-i-Akbari is the
third volume. The contents of the Ains give an account of Akbar’s mode of Government.
For the benefit of those who may not have the leisure or the inclination to study the
Atns a few interesting extracts concerning Akbar have been made from it.

Asn 15.%
THE IMPERIAL HAREM.

“ His Majesty is a great friend of good order and propriety in business. Through
order the world becomes a meadow of truth and reality; and that which is but
external, receives through it a spiritual meaning. For this reason, the large number
of women—a vexatious question even for great statesmen—furnished His Majesty with
an opportunity to display his wisdom, and to rise from the low level of worldly
dependence to the eminence of perfect freedom. The imperial palace and household are
therefore in the best order.” '

¢« His Majesty forms matrimonial alliances with princes of Hindustan, and other
countries ; and secures by these ties of harmony the peace of the world.”

“ As the sovereign, by the light of his wisdom, has raised fit persons from the dust
of obscurity, and appointed them to the various offices, so does he also elevate faithful
persons to the several ranks in the service of the seraglio. Short-sighted men think of
impure gold, which will gradually turn into pure gold!; but the far-sighted know that
His Majesty understands how to use elixirs® and chemical processes. Any kind of growth
will alter the constitution of a body ; copper and iron will turn to gold, and tin and lead
to silver; hence it is no matter of astonishment if an excellent being changes the
worthless into men. “The saying of the wise is true that the eye of the exalted is the
elixir for producing goodness.” Such also are the results flowing from the love of order
of His Majesty, from his wisdom, insight, regard to rank, his respect for others, his
activity, his patience. IEven when he is angry, he does not deviate from the right path ;
he looks at everything with kindly feelings, weighs rumours well, and is free from all
prejudice ; he considers it a great blessing to have the good wishes of the people,
and does not allow the intoxicating pleasures of this world to overpower his calm
judgment.” ’

‘“ His Majesty has made a large enclosure with fine buildings inside, where he
reposes. Though there are more than five thousand women, he has given to each a
separate apartment. He has also divided them into sections, and keeps them attentive
to their duties. Several chaste women have been appointed as ddroghaks, and
superintendents over each section, and one has been selected for the duties of writer.

Thus, as in the imperial offices, everything is here also in proper order. The salaries

¢ Page 4. The Aln-i-Akbarl. Translation by H. Blochmann,
! 8o according to the opinion of the philosophers of the Middle Ages.
* Elixirs chiange guick/y that which is worthless into puro gold.
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are sufficiently liberal. Not counting the presents which His Majesty most generously
bestows, the women of the highest rank receive from 1,610 to 1,028 Rs. per mensem.
Some of the servants have from 51 to 20, others from 40 to 2 Rs. Attached to the -
private audience hall of the palace is a clever and zealous writer, who superintends the
expenditure of the Harem, and keeps an account of the cash and the stores. Ifa
woman wants anything, within the limit of her salary, she applies to one of the
Tahwilddrs (cash-keepers) of the seraglio. The Tahwildir then sends a memorandum
to the writer, who checks it, when the General Treasurer makes the payment in cash,
as for claims of this nature no cheques are given.”

“The writer also makes out an estimate of the annual expenditure, writes out
summarily a receipt, which is countersigned by the Ministers of the State. It is then
stamped with a peculiar Imperial seal, which is only used in grants connected with the
Harem, when the receipt becomés payable. The money itself is paid by the cash-keeper
of the General Treasury to the General Tahwildar, who, on the order of the writer of
the Harem, hands it over to the several Sub-Tahwildirs for distribution among the
servants of the seraglio. All moneys are reckoned in their salaries at the current rate.!”

“The inside of the Harem is guarded by sober and active women; the most
trustworthy of them are placed about the apartments of His Majesty. Outside of the
enclosure the eunuchs are placed ; and at a proper distance, there is a guard of faithful
Rajputs, beyond whom are the porters of the gates. Besides, on all four sides, there
are guards of Nobles, Ahadis, and other troops according to their ranks.”

“ Whenever Begams, or the wives of nobles, or other women of chaste character,
desire to be presented, they first notify their wish to the servants of the seraglio, and
wait for a reply. From thence they send their request to the officers of the palace,
after which those who are eligible are permitted to enter the Harem. Some women
of rank obtain permission to remain there for a whole month.”

“ Notwithstanding the great number of faithful guards, His Majesty does not
dispense with his own vigilance, but keeps the whole in proper order.”

Atn 19.*
THE ENSIGNS OF ROYALTY.

“* % % * % Formerly the band played four gharis before the commencement of
the night, and likewise four gharis before daybreak ; now they play first at midnight,
when the sun commences his ascent, and the second time at dawn. One ghart before
sunrise, the musicians commence to blow the surnd, and wake up those that are asleep ;
and one ghart after sunrise, they play a short prelude, when they beat the kuwargah a
little, whereupon they blow the karnd, the nafir, and the other instruments, without,
however, making use of the naqqarah ; after a little pause the surnds are blown again,
the time of the music being indicated by the nafirs. One hour later the naqqfrahs
commence, when all musicians raise *the auspicious strain.”? After this they go
through the following seven performances. 1. The Mursal?, which is the name of a
tune played by the mursil; and afterwards the barddsht, which consists likewise of

® Page 51. Atn.i-Akbart, H, Blochmann’s translation.
¥ At 40 ddms per rupee.
? Probably blessings on His Majesty.
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certain tunes played by the whole band. This is followed by a pianissimo, and s
crescendo passing over into a diminuendo. 2. The playing of the four tunes, called
skhldts, ibtidds, shirdat, qalandari nigar-gatrah! or nakhdd gatrah, which occupies
‘an hour. 3. The playing of the old Khwarizmite tunes. Of these His Majesty has
composed more than two hundred, which are the delight of young and old, especially
the tunes Jaldlshdhi, Mahdmir karkat (?) and the Naurozi. 4. The swelling play of
the cymbals. 5. The playing of bdmiydn daur. 6. The passing into the tunes
azfar, also called rah-i-bdld, after which comes a pianissimo. 7. The Khwarizmite
tunes, played by the Mursil, after which he passes into the mursalf; he then pauses,
and commences the blessings on His Majesty, when the whole band strikes up a
pianissimo. Then follows the reading of beautiful sentences and poems. This also
‘lasts for an hour. Afterwards the surnd-players perform for another hour, when the
whole comes to a proper conclusion.”

“ His Majesty has such a knowledge of the science of music as trained musicians
‘do not possess; and he is likewise an excellent hand in performing, especially on the
‘naqqérah,” :

Ain 22.
THE ABDAR-KHANAH.

His Majesty calls this source of life “the water of immortality,” and has
committed the case of this department to proper persons. He does not drink much,
but pays much attention to this matter. Both at home and on travels he drinks Ganges
‘water, Some trustworthy persons are stationed on the banks of that river, whe
dispatch the water in sealed jars. When the court was at the capital Agrah and
Fathplir, the water came from the district of Sarfin?; but now? that his Majesty is
‘in the Panjib, the water is brought from Hardwir. For the cooking of the food, rain
water or water taken from the Jamnah and the Chanab is used, mixed with a little
Ganges water. On journeys and hunting parties His Majesty, from his predilection
for good water, appoints experienced men as water-tasters.

Saltpetre, which in gunpowder produces the explosive heat, is used by His Majesty
as a means for cooling water, and is thus a source of joy for great and small. Saltpetre
is a saline earth. They fill with it a perforated vessel, and pour some water over it,
and collecting what drops through, they boil it, clean it, and let it crystalize. One sér
.of water is then put into a goblet of pewter, or silver, or any other such metal, and the
mouth closed. Then two and a half sérs of saltpetre are thrown into a vessel, together
with five sérs of water, and in this mixture the goblet is stirred about for a quarter of
an hour, when the water in the goblet will become cold. The price of saltpetre varies
from § to 4 mans per rupee.”

“ Since the thirtieth year* of the Divine Era, when the imperial standards were
erected in the Panjib, snow and ice have come into use. Ice is brought by land and
water, by post carriages or bearers, from the district of Panhdn in the northern

! Several of these names of melodies are unclear, and will in all probability remain so. Perhaps the words shtrdzt
galandart, “a hermit of Sktrdz,” belong to each other. Nigar-gatrah means, behold the tear.

* The nearest station on the Ganges from Agra.

3 A.D.1596. Asim 1586 Fatbpir had ceased to be the capital, Akbar resided mostly in the Panjab,

¢ “AD, 1686.7
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mountains, about forty-five kos from Lahor. The dealers derive a considerable profit,
two to three sérs of ice being sold per rupee. The greatest profit is derived when
the ice is brought by water, next when by carriages, and least when by bearers. The
inhabitants of the mountains bring it in loads, and sell it in piles containing from 25 to
30 sérs, at the rate of 5 ddms. If they have to bring it very far, it costs 24 d. 17 5. ;
if the distance be an average one, 15 d.”

“ Out of the ten boats employed for the transport of ice, one arrives daily at the
capital, each being manned by four boatmen. The ice bundles contain from six to
twelve sérs, according to the temperature. A carriage brings two loads. There are
fourteen stages, where the horses are changed; and, besides, one elephant is used.
Twelve pieces of ten to four sérs arrive daily. By this kind of transport, a sér of
ice costs in winter 3 d. 21 j.; during the rains 14 d. 20 j.; in the intermediate time
9 d. 214 j.; and in the average! 5 d. 154 5. If it is brought by bearers, twenty-eight
men are required for the fourteen stages. They bring every day one load containing
four parcels. In the beginning of the year the ice costs 5 d. 193 j.; in the middle
16 d. 2} j.; and in the end 19 d. 15§ j. per sér, in the average? 8% d.

¢ All ranks use ice in summer ; the nobles use it throughout the whole year.”

AIN 23 treats on Akbar’s kitchen and tells us “The emperor eats only once a
day and leaves off before fully satisfied ; neither is there any fixed time for this meal,
but the servants have always things so far ready that in the space of an hour after the
order has been given a hundred dishes are served up. * * * The victuals are served
up in dishes of gold and silver, stone and earthenware.” '

AIN 28 says « His Majesty looks upon fruits as one of the greatest gifts of the
Creator. Melons have become very plentiful and excellent grapes and water-melons,
peaches, almonds, pistachios, pomegranates, &c., are everywhere to be found.”®

AIN 77 treats on Akbar as the Spiritual Guide of the people.*
Nortke BY THE TRANSLATOR ON THE RELIGIOUS VIEWS OF THE EMPEROR AKBAR.S

“In connection with the preceding Afn, it may be of interest for the general
reader, and of some value for the future historian of Akbar’s reign, to collect, in form
of a note, the information which we possess regarding the religious views of the
Emperor Akbar. The sources from which this information is derived is, besides
Abul Fazl's Atn, the Muntakhab-ut-Tawdrikh by Abdul QAdir ibn-i-Multk Shéh of
Budaon,—regarding whom I would refer the reader to p. 104, and to a longer article in
the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1869—and the Dabistan-ul-Mazahib,?
a work written about sixty years after Akbar’s death by an unknown Mubhammadan
writer of strong Parsi tendencies. Nor must we forget the valuable testimony of some
of the Portuguese Missionaries whom Akbar called from Goa, as Rodolpho Aquaviva,
Antonio de Monserrato, Francisco Enriques, &ec., of whom the first is mentioned by

!« The text bas sards-arf, which may mean #Ae average ; but the price given by Abul Fasl is not an average. The charges
for ice at the time of Akbar may be compared to the prices of the present age. Here, in Calcutta, one ser of American ice costs
two annas, or, § rapee, § 6., 4 =5 daws of Akbar.” -

! ¢ Printed at Calcutta in 1809 with a short dictionary and veprinted at Bombay A, H. 1273, [A.D, 1856), This work bas
also been translated into English at the cost of the Oriental Translation Fund.”

3 Page 64, Afn-i-Akbart, H, Blockmann’s translation,

‘P age 163, » ”» »
s P, .85 167' » 7] ”»



40 ARCHZOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT, N.-W. PROVINCES.

Abul Fazl under the name of Pddr{ Radalf! There exist also two articles on Akbar’s
religious views, one by Captain Vans Keunnedy, published in the second volume of the
Transactions of the Bombay Literary Society, and another by the late Horace Hayman
Wilson, which had originally appeared in the Calcutta Quarterly Oriental Magazine,
Vol. 1, 1824, and has been reprinted in the second volume of Wilson's Works, London,
1862. Besides, a few extracts from Badfoni, bearing on this subject, will be found in
Sir H. Elliott’s Bibliographical Index to the Historians of Muhammadan India,
p. 243ff. The Proceedings of the Portuguese Missionaries at Akbar’s Court are
described in Murray’s Historical Account of Discoveries and Travels in Asia,
Edinburgh, 1820, Vol. II.

Bapiont’'s SUMMARY OF THE REASONS WHICH LED AKBAR TO RENOUNCE THE ISLAM.
[Bad. II, page 256.]

The following are the principal reasons which led His Majesty from the right
path. I shall not give all, but only some, according to the proverb, “ That which is
small, guides to that which is great, and a sign of fear in a man points him out as the
culprit.”

The principal reason is the large number of learned men of all denominations and
sects that came from various countries to court, and received personal interviews.
Night and day people did nothing but enquire and investigate ; profound points of
science, the subtleties of revelation, the curiosities of history, the wonders of nature,
of which large volumes could only give a summary abstract, were ever spoken of.
His Majesty collected the opinions of every one, especially of such as were not
Muhammadans, retaining whatever he approved of, and rejecting everything which
was against his disposition, and ran counter to his wishes.2 From his earliest childhood
to his manhood, and from his manhood to old age, His Majesty has passed through the
most various phases, and through all sorts of religious practices and sectarian beliefs,
and has collected everything which people can find in books, with a talent of selection
peculiar to him, and a spirit of enquiry opposed to every [Islamitic] principle. Thus a
faith based on some elementary principles traced itself on the mirror of his heart, and
as the result of all the influences which were brought to bear on His Majesty, there
grew, gradually as the outline on a stone, the conviction in his heart that there were
sensible men in all religions, and abstemious thinkers, and men endowed with miraculous
powers, among all nations. If some true knowledge was thus everywhere to be found,
why should truth be confined to one religion, or to a creed like Islim, which was
comparatively new, and scarcely a thousand years old; why should one sect assert
what another denies, and why should one claim a perference without having superiority
conferred on itself.

Moreover Sumanis® and Brahmans managed to get frequent private interviews
with His Majesty. As they surpass other learned men in their treatises on morals,
. and on physical and religious sciences, and reach a high degree in their knowledge of
the future, in the spiritual power and human perfection, they brought proofs, based on
reason and testimony, for the truth of their own, and the fallacies of other religions

t Not Padre Radif ) .é)’l.z as in Elphinstone’s history but w&/3y the letter (lim) having been mistaken fora '2 (yd).
* Page 179. Ain-i-Akbsrt.” H. Blochmann’s translation.

3 Explained in Arabic Dictionaries as a sect in Sind who believe in the transmigration of souls (fandsukA). Akbar, as will
be seen from the following, was convinced of the transmigration of souls, and therefore rejected the doctrine of resurrection,
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and inculcated their doctrines so firmly, and so skilfully represented things as quite
self-evident which require consideration, that no man, by expressing his doubts, could
now raise a doubt in His Majesty, even if mountains were to crumble to dust, or the
heavens were to tear asunder.”

“ Hence His Majesty cast aside the Islamitic revelations regarding resurrection,
the day of judgment, and the details connected with it, as also all ordinances based on
the tradition of our prophet. He listened to every abuse which the courtiers heaped
on our glorious and pure faith, which can be so easily followed : and eagerly seizing
such opportunities, he showed in words and gestures his satisfaction at the treatment
which his original religion received at their hands.”

How wise was the advice which the guardian gave a lovely being,
“ Do not smile on every face, as the rose does at every zephyr.”
When it was too late to profit by the lesson,

She could but frown, and hang down the head.

“ For some time His Majesty called a Brahman, whose name was Puzukhotam,
author of a commentary on the . . ,2 whom he asked to invent particular Sanskrit
names for all things in existence. At other times, a Brahman of the name of Debi was
pulled up the wall of the castle,® sitting on a charpéf, till he arrived near a balcony
where the emperor used to sleep. Whilst thus suspended, he instructed His Majesty
in the secrets and legends of Hinduism, in the manner of worshipping idols, the fire,
the sun and stars, and of revering the chief gods of these unbelievers, as Brahma, '
Mahadev, Bishn, Kishn, R4m and Mahima4i, who are supposed to have been men, but
very likely never existed, though some, in their idle belief, look upon them as gods, and
others as angels. His Majesty, on hearing further how much the people of the country
prized their institutions, commenced to look upon them with affection. The doctrine of
the transmigration of souls especially took a deep root in his heart, and he approved
of the saying, “ There is no religion in which the doctrine of transmigration has not
taken firm root.” Insincere flatterers composed treatises, in order to fix the evidence for
this doctrine ; and as His Majesty relished enquiries into the sects of these infidels (who
cannot be counted, so numerous are they, and who have no end of revealed books, but
nevertheless do not belong to the Ahl-i-Kitub—(Jews, Christians and Muhammadans),
not a day passed but a new fruit of this loathsome tree ripened into existence.”

“ Sometimes, again, it was Shatkh Tdj-ud-din of Dihli who had to attend the
emperor. This Shaikh is the son of Shaikh Zakariyd of Ajodhan. The principal
"Ulmés of the age call him Tajul’drifin, or crown of the Ctfis. He had learned under
Shaikh Zaméin of Panipat, author of & commentary on the Lawiih, and of other very
excellent works, was in Ctfism and pantheism second only to Shaikh Ibn Arabf, and
had written a comprehensive commentary on the Nuzhat-ularwdh. Like the preceding,
he was drawn up the wall of the castle. His Majesty listened whole nights to his
Ctfic trifles. As the Shaikh was not overstrict! in acting according to our religious
law, he spoke a great deal of the pantheistic presence, which idle Ctfis will talk about,

and which generally leads them to denial of the law and open heresy. He also

1 ¢ Just ag Akbar liked the zephyr of enquiry into other religious eystems. But zephyrs are also destructive: they scatter
the petals of the rose.””

* « The text has a fow unintelligible words.”

% «Perhaps in order not to get polluted, or because the baleony belonged to the Harem.”

¢ Aslong as & Gdff conforms to the Qordn, he is shar't; but wheu he feels that be bas drawn nearer to God, and dosa
no longer require the ordinances of the profanum vulgns, he is 4z4d, free, and becomes 8 hereuic.

11
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introduced polemic matters, as the ultimate salvation by faith of Pharaoh—God’s
curse be upon him !—which is mentioned in the Fugdg ulhikam,! or the excellence of
hope over fear,2 and many other things to which men incline from weakness of
disposition, unmindful of cogent reasons, or distinct religious commands, to the contrary.
The Shaikh is therefore one of the principal culprits who weakened His Majesty’s
faith in the orders of our religion. He also said that infidels would, of course, be kept
for ever in hell, but it was not likely, nor could it be proved, that the punishment in
hell was eternal. His explanations of some verses of the Qorén, or of the Tradition of
our prophet, were often far-fetched. Besides, he mentioned that the phrase "Insdn--
kamal (perfect man) referred to the ruler of the age, from which he inferred that the
nature of a king was holy. In this way he said many agreeable things to the emperor,
rarely expressing the proper meaning, but rather the opposite of what he knew to be
correct. Even the sijdah (prostration), which people mildly called 2dménbos (kissing the
ground) he allowed to be due to the Insin-i-kamil ; he looked upon the respect due to
the king as a religious command, and called the face of the King Ka'bah-i-Murdddt, the
sanctum of desires, and Qiblahe Hdjdt, the cynosure of necessities. Such blasphemies?
other people supported by quoting stories of no credit, and by referring to the practice
followed by disciples of some heads of Indian sects. And after this, when . . . .4’

“ Other great philosophical writers of the age also expressed opinions, for which
there is no authority. Thus Shaikh Y’aqlb of Kashmir, a well-known writer, and at
present the greatest authority in religious matters, mentioned some opinions held by
Ain-ulquzit of Hamadén, and our prophet Muhammad was a personification of the
divine name of Alhddt (the guide), and the devil was the personification of God’s name
of Almuzll (the tempter),® that both names, thus personified, had appeared in this
world, and that both personifications were therefore necessary.”

“ Mulls Muhammad of Yazd, too, was drawn up the wall of the castle, and uttered
unworthy, loathsome abuse against the first three Khalifahs, called the whole Cah4bah,
their followers and next followers and the saints of past ages infidels and adulterers,
slandered the Sunnis and the 4hl-i-Jamd’at,® and represented every sect, except the
Shi’ah, as damned and leading men into damnation.”

“The differences among the "Ulamis, of whom one called lawful what the other
called unlawful, furnished His Majesty with another reason for apostacy. The emperor
also believed that the "Ulamis of his time were superior in dignity and rank to Imam-{-
Ghazzli and Imam-i-R4zi,” and knowing from experience the flimsiness of his "Ulmas,
he judged those great men of the past by his contemporaries and threw them aside.

Learned monks also came from Europe, who go by the name of Padre.® They
have an infallible head Papa. He can change any religious ordinances as he may think
tho Fagi, Bharach repenicd in e morsent of devthy and sckmowaled Monss & bras proghetsr . 0 00K 8nd among them

? “The Islam says, Alfmdn baina l-khaufi warrijd, ¢ Faith stauds belween fear and hope.” Hence it is sin to foar God's
wrath more than to hope for God’s mercy ; and so reversely.”

_ 3 ¢ As the zdminbos, or the use of holy names as Kabah (the temple at Makkah) or giblak (Makkah, in so far as people torn

to it their face when praying )

¢ «The text has an unintelligible sentence.”

8 « According to the 1slim, GGod leads (hdd$) men to salvation, but also to sin and damnation. God created also wickeduess.”

.‘ “Ahli Jamd’at is a term which is often joined with the word Sunnis. All religious ordinauces are either based npon the
Qordn, or upon Tradition ; or upon the opinion (gids) of famous Cakdlis, or lastly, upon ijmd, agreement, or the custom
generally followed during the first century of the Hijra. Hence AAl-i-Jamd’at comprises all such as believe {jmd’ binding.”

T ¢ Two famous authorities in religious matters. The most popular books of Imdm Ghazedlf are the Thyd-ul’-ulum, and
the Kemiyd-i-Sa’ddat, which according to p. 103 was one of the few books which Akbar liked.”

8 « The text has 4y®ok” :
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advisable, and kings have to submit to his authority. These monks brought the gospel,
and mentioned to the emperor their proofs for the Trinity. His Majesty firmly
believed in the truth of the Christian religion, and wishing to spread the doctrines of
Jesus, ordered Prince Murdd! to take a few lessons in Christianity by way of
auspiciousness, and charged Abulfazl to translate the Gospel. Instead of the usual
Bismillah-vwrrahmén-irrahtm,? the following lines were used.

Av ngm 1 tu Jesus o Kiristo.
(O Thou whose names are Jesus and Christ)

which means, ‘O Thou whose name is gracious and blessed ;’ and Shaikh Faizi added
another half, in order to complete the verse.

Subhédnaka 18 sswéka Y& hi.
(We praise Thee, there is no one besides Thee, O God !)

“ These accursed monks applied the description of cursed Satan, and of his
qualities, to Muhammad, the best of all prophets—God’s blessings rest on him and
his whole house !—a thing which even devils would not do.”

“ Bir Bar also impressed upon the emperor that the sun was the primary origin
of every thing. The ripening of the grain in the fields, of fruits and vegetables, the
illumination of the universe, and the lives of men, depended upon the Sun. Hence it
was but proper to worship and reverence this luminary ; and people in praying should
face towards the place where he rises, instead of turning to the quarter where he sets.
For similar reasons, said Bir Bar, should men pay regard to fire and water, stones,
trees, and other forms of existence, even to cows and their dung, to the mark on the
forehead and the Brahmanical thread.”

“ Philosophers and learned men who had been at court, but were in disgrace,
made themselves busy in bringing proofs. They said the sun was the greatest light,’
the source of benefit for the whole world, the nourisher of kings, and the origin of
royal power.”

“This was also the cause why the Naurfz-i-Jalali® was observed, on which day,
since His Majesty’s accession, a great feast was given. His Majesty also adopted
different suits of clothes of seven different colors, each of which was worn on a particular
day of the week in honor of the seven colors of the seven planets.”

“The emperor also learned from some Hindu formule to reduce the influence of
the sun to his subjection, and commenced to read them mornings and evenings as a
religious exercise. He also believed that it was wrong to kill cows, which the Hindus
worship; he looked upon cowdung as pure, interdicted the use of beef, and killed
beautiful men (?) instead of cows. The doctors confirmed the emperor in his opinion
and told him it was written in their books that beef was productive of all sorts of
diseases and was very indigestible.”

! «“Prince Murdd was then about eight vears old. Jabingir (Salim) was born on Wednesday, the 17th Rabl’ulawwal 977,
Three months after him. his sister Skdheddak Khanum, was born ; and after her (perhaps in year the 978) Shuk Murdd, who got
the nickname of Pakdrs, 38 he was born in the hills of Fathpir Sikrf. DAnyAl was born in Ajwir during the night between
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 10th Jamadi-ul-awwal 979.”

? «The formula ¢ Bismillah, &e.,’ is said by every schoolboy before he commences to read from his text-book.”

“The words 4¢ nam i ts Jesus o Kirislo are taken from the Dabistdn; the addition of Baddoni has 4¢ nams was ehazbo
Riristo, which though correct in motre (‘vide my * Prosody of the Persians, p. 33, No. 32,) is improbable. The formuls 8s given
in the Dabistan has a common Masnawi metre, ('vide my ¢ Prosody,’ p. 33, No. 31), and spells Jesns 3920 desws. The verse as
given by H, Wilson (Works I1. p. 387) has no metre ”

3 “Fsde the Tdrikb-i-Bulks, in the beginning of Book I11.”
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“ Fire-worshippers also had come from Nausiri in Gujrat and proved to His
Majesty the truth of Zoroaster’s doctrines. They called fire-worship ‘the great
worship,” and impressed the emperor so favorably that he learned from them the
religious terms and rites of the old Pérsis, and ordered Abulfazl to make arrangements
that sacred fire should be kept burning at court by day and by night, according to the
custom of the ancient Persian Kings, in whose fire-temples it had been continually
burning ; for fire was one of the manifestations of God, and ‘a ray of His rays.””

“ His Majesty, from his youth, had also been accustomed to celebrate the Hom (a
kind of fire-worship), from his affection towards the Hindu Princesses of his Harem.”

“ From the New Year’s day of the twenty-fifth year of his reign [988], His Majesty
openly worshipped the sun and the fire by prostrations ; and the courtiers were ordered
to rise, when the candles and lamps were lighted in the palace. On the festival of the
eighth day of Virgo, he put the mark on the forehead, like a Hindu, and appeared
in the Audience Hall, when several Brahmins tied, by way of auspiciousness, a string
with jewels on it round his hands, whilst the grandees countenanced these proceedings
by bringing, according to their circumstances, pearls and jewels as presents. The
custom of Rak’hi (or tying pieces of clothes round the wrists as amulets) became quite
common.”

When orders, in opposition to the Imam, were quoted by people of other religions,
they were looked upon by His Majesty as convincing, whilst Hinduism is in reality a
religion in which every order is nonsense. The Originator of our belief, the Arabian
Saints, all were said to be adulterers and highway robbers, and all the Muhammadans
were declared worthy of reproof, till at length His Majesty belonged to those of whom
the Qorén says (sr 61, 8:) “They seek to extinguish God’s Light with their mouths :
but God will perfect His Light though the infidels be averse thereto.” In fact, matters
went so far that proofs were no longer required when anything connected with the
Islam was to be abolished.”

AKBAR PUBLICLY ASSUMES THE SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP OF
THE NATION.

[Bad. II, P. 268.]

“In this year [987] His Majesty was anxious to unite in his person the powers of
the State and those of the Church ; for he could not bear to be subordinate to any one.
As he had heard that the prophet, his lawful successors, and some of the most powerful
kings, as Amir Timur Cahibqirdn, and Mirza Ulugh Beg-i-Gurgin, and several others,
had themselves read the Khutbah (the Friday prayer), he resolved to do the same,
apparently, in order to imitate their example, but in reality to appear in public as the
Mujtahid of the age. Accordingly, on Friday, the first Jamadi-ul-awwal 987, in the
Jami Masjid of Fathplr which he had built near the palace, His Majesty commenced
to read the Khutbah. But all at once he stammered and trembled, and though
assisted by others, he could scarcely read three verses of a poem, which Shaikh Faizi

} Page 184, Ain-i-Akbart. Blochmann’s translation.
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had composed, came quickly down from the pulpit, and handed over the duties of the
Im&m (leader of the prayer) to Hafiz Muhammad Amin, the Court Kh4tib. These
are the verses—

The Lord has given me the empire,

And a wise heart, and a strong arm;

He has guided me in righteousness and justice,

And has removed from my thoughts everything but justice ;

His praise surpasses man’s understanding,

Great is His power, Alldhu Akbar!”

[P. 269.]

“ As it was quite customary in those days to speak ill of the doctrine and orders
of the Qorén, and as Hindu wretches and Hinduizing Muhammadans openly reviled
our prophet, irreligious writers left out in the prefaces to their books the customary
praise of the prophet, and after saying something to the praise of God, wrote eulogies
of the emperor instead.! It was impossible even to mention the name of the prophet,
because these liars (as Abulfazl, Faizi, &c.) did not like it. This wicked innovation
gave general offence, and sowed the seed of evil throughout the country;? but
notwithstanding this, a lot of low and mean fellows put piously on their necks the collar
. of the Divine Faith, and called themselves disciples, either from fear, or hope of
promotion, though they thought it impossible to say our creed.”

[P. 270 to 272.]

“In the same year [987], a& document made its appearance, which bore the
signatures and seals of Makhdim ulmulk, of Shaikh Abdunnabi, ¢adruggudilr, of Qazi
Jaldl-uddin of Multan, Qézilquzét, of Cadr Jahfin, the mufti of the empire, of Shaikh
Mubérik, the deepest writer of the age, and of Ghdzi Khén of Badakhshén, who stood
unrivalled in the various sciences. The object of the document was to settle the
superiority of the Imdm-i-'ddil (just leader) over the Mujtahid, which was proved by
a reference to an ill-supported authority. The whole matter is a question regarding
which people differ in opinion ; but the document was to do away with the possibility of
disagreeing about laws, whether political or religious, and was to bind the lawyers in
spite of themselves. But before the instrument was signed, a long discussion took
place as to the meaning of ¢jtihad, and as to whom the term Mujtahid was applicable,
and whether it really was the duty of a just Imdm who, from his acquaintance with
politics, holds a higher rank than the Mujtahid to decide, according to the requirements
of the times, and the wants of the age, all such legal questions on which there existed
a difference of opinion. At last, however, all signed the document, some willingly,
others against their convictions.”

1 shall copy the document verbatim.”

1 « Ag Abulfas] has done in the Atn, ¢ But Faizi added the usual praise of the prophet (sa’¢) to his Nal Daman, a short
time before bis death, at the pressing request of some friends.’—Baddons.” o

1 « Because books Were sure to be copied: hence many would see the innovation and imitate it. As the formula ¢ Bismilldh,
d&o., had been changed to AlidAu Akbar, we also find Alldhw Akbar in the heading of books, ss in the Aln.”
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The Document,

¢ Whereas Hindfist4n has now become the centre of security and peace, and the
land of justice and beneficence, a large number of people, especially learned men and
lawyers, have immigrated and chosen this country for their home. Now we, the
principal *Ulmés, who are not only well versed in the several departments of the law
and in the principles of jurisprudence, and well-acquainted with the edicts which rest
on reason or testimony, but are also known for our piety and honest intentions, have
duly considered the deep meaning, first, of the verse of the Qorin (Sur. IV, 62,) « Obey
God, and obey the prophet, and those who have authority among you,” and secondly, of
the genuine tradition, “ Surely the man who s dearest to God on the day of judgment, 1s
the Imdm-i-Adil : whoever obeys the Amtr, obeys Me : and whoever rebels against him,
rebels against Me ;" and thirdly, of several other proofs based on reasoning or testimony ;
and we have agreed that the rank of a Sultdn-i-Adil (a just ruler) is higher in the eyes
of God than the rank of a Mujtahid. Further, we declare that the King of the Islam,
Amir of the Fathful, shadow of God in the world, Abdul Fath Jaldluddin Muhammad
Akbar, Padishdhi Ghdzi, whose kingdom God perpetuate, is a most just, a most wise,
and a most God-fearing king. Should therefore in future a religious question come up,
regarding which the opinions of the Mujtahids are at variance, and His Majesty, in
his penetrating understanding and clear wisdom, be inclined to adopt, for the benefit
of the nation and as a political expedient, any of the conflicting opinions which exist
on that point, and issue a decree to that effect, we do hereby agree that such a decree
shall be binding on us and on the whole nation.”

“ Further, we declare that, should His Majesty think fit to issue a new order, we
and the nation shall likewise be bound by it, provided always that such an order be not
only in accordance with some verse of the Qorén, but also of real benefit for the nation ;
and further, that any opposition on the part of the subjects to such an order as passed
by His Majesty, shall involve damnation in the world to come, and loss of religion and
property in this life.” )

“ This document has been written with honest intentions for the glory of God, and
the propagation of the Islém, and is signed by us, the principal 'Ulmas and lawyers, in
the month of Rajjab of the year 987 of the Hijrah.”

“The draft of this document when presented to the emperor, was in the hand-
writing of Shaikh Mubarik, The others had signed it against their will, but the
Shaikh had added at the bottom that he had most willingly signed his name ; for this
was a matter which for several years he had been anxiously looking forward to.

No sooner had His Majesty obtained this legal instrument, than the road of
deciding any religious question was open ; the superiority of intellect of the Imim was
established, and opposition was rendered impossible. All orders regarding things
which our law allows or disallows were abolished, and the superiority of intellect of
the Imam became law.

But the state of Shaikh Abulfazl resembled that of the poet Hairatt of
Samarqand,! who after having been annoyed by the cool and sober people of

1 «The birthplace of the Poet Haira#{ is not exactly known, thongh he belongs to Turkistdn. It is said that he wasa great

winebibber, and travelled about in search of places where wine-drinking was connived at. At last he settled at Kishin, and
became a Shi’dh. He was murdoered there by a robber in 961.”
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Méwaralnahr (Turkistdn), joined the old foxes of Shi'itic Persia, and chose *the
roadless road” You might apply the proverb to him, ¢ He prefers hell to shame on
earth.’

‘“ On the 16th Rajjab of this year, His Majesty made a pilgrimage to Ajmir, It
is now fourteen years that His Majesty has not returned to that place. On the 5th
Sha’bin, at the distance of five kos from the town, the emperor alighted, and went on
foot to the tomb of the Saint (Mu'in-ud-din). Bub sensible people smiled, and said it
was strange that His Majesty should have such a faith in the Khwéjah of Ajmir,
whilst he rejected the foundation of everything, our prophet, from whose *skirt’
hundreds of thousands of saints of the highest degree had sprung.”

Fixnis.
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FATHPUR SIKRI:- THE, JAMI-MASJID - VIEW OF QUADRANGLE FROM THE NORTH EAST SHOWING BACK OF THE BALAND DARWAZA , .
AND THE PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE, TO THE LIWAN .
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FATHPUR SIKRI - THE JAMI MASJID - VIEW OF THE N.E.SIDE OF THE QUADRANGLE & THE CITY BEYOND FROM THE TOP OF THE BALAND DARWAZA.
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HaLr PLAN oF THE LIWAN. (For entire plan of the Masjid see Plate [I.)
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From s nefative by E W Smuth Photo-etching - Sarvey of ndia

FATHPUR SIKRI - THE JAMI MASJID.- CORFELS SUPFORTING LOMES IN THE CHAPELS IN THE LIWAN
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[SEE PLAN PLATE 1]
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FATHPOR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID.
DETAIL OF ONE BAY OF TiZ EAST FAGADE OF THE Liwan., PLATE XX.
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FATHPUR SIKRI - THE JAMI MASJID.- FRONT VIEW OF MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE LIWAN.



Fathptr Sikri: The Great Masjid. PLATE XXIII.

DETAIL OF RED SANDSTONE JAMB OF PROPYLON IN THE CENTRE OF THE WEST FAGADE.
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PLATE XXVI

The Great Masjid.

Fathptr Stkri :

GEOMETRICAL PANEL IN MARBLE AND RED SANDSTONE ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE

CENTRAL ARCHWAY LEADING INTO THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER FROM THE PROPYLON.
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Fathptir Stkri: The Great Masjid. PLATE XXVII.

DETAILS OF INLAID ARCHITRAVES ROUND ARCHES, &c., IN THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER.

Inlaid Architraves round mihrab on each side of the
principal mihrab (see P1. XLVIII).

Inlaid Architraves round centralarched openingsin
lateral wall of the principalchamber (see P1. XXXV).
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FATHPfJR S?KR?.—THE JAMI MASJID. PLATE XXVIII.

DETAIL OF ARCHED PANEL IN

i{E SOUTH SIDE OF THE ENTRANCE.
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FATHPUOR SiKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID.

PLATE XXXII.

DETAILS OF ONE OF THE OCTAGONAL SIDES OF THE DRUM OF THE DOME OVER THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER,
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FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID. , PLATE XXXIII.

DETAILS OF SPRINGING OF THE ARCHES OVER THE OUTAGONAL SIDES OF THE DRUM OF THE DOME OVER THE
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Arcomciogical Survey of India, N, W I Circle, 1865, Photw-aincogra,sbed at the Survey of ndia Offces, Calcutta, September 1807, A.cbitectural Sarveyor.



*Ba

pat pen
.‘.;'il—"’

"w ﬂ“*ﬁl.gl

.‘toti

4

S apiiae Sk i

P

P ANPTIILU N T

TREnGI T

e

R i 3o Al

From a negutive by E W. Seath Photo-etahing- Survey of Infia Offices. Coloutts. Jamaary 1858

FATHPUR SIKRI.- THE JAMI MASJID.- MIHEAR ON THE SCUTH SIDE OF THE CHAMBER BENEATH THE ChEAT DOME.




PLATE XXXV.

FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE

SIDE OF THE P}

JAMI MASJID.
LLEVATION OF THIE LOWER PORTION OF THE NORTH INCIPAL CHAMBER. (See Plate XXIX).
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PLATE XXXVI.

Fathptir Sikri: The Great Masjid.

COLOURED DECORATION UPON SOFFITS OF ARCHWAYS LEADING FROM THE

PRINCIPAL CHAMBER TO THE WINGS.
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Fathptir Sikri: The Great Masjid.

COLOURED DECORATION ON PIERS SUPPORTING ARCIHWAYS LEADING INTO THE AISLES

FROM THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER.

PLATE XXXVII.
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Fathptr Sikri: The Great Masjid. PLATE XXXVIIL

COLOURED DECORATION UPON SOFFITS OF SMALL ARCHWAY LEADING FROM
THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER TO THE WINGS.
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Fathptr Sikri: The Great Masjid. PLATE XXXIX.

INLAID BORDERS ROUND SIDE ARCHWAYS LEADING FROM

THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER TO THE AISLES.
INLAID BORDERS AROUND THE

PRINCIPAL MIHRAB.
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PLATE XL.

A

FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID.
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OF THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER (See Plate XXXV).
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Fathptir Sikrt: The Great Masjid. PLATE XLI.
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Puarss XLIII, XLIV, XLV, & XLVI).

(FOR DETAILS s:

TH= PRINCIPAL MIHRAS.

STAIL OF
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PLATES
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PLATE XLIIL
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DETAIL OF SPRINGING GF AKCHWAY OVER 185 PRINCIPAL MiurAB (See Plate XLIT & XLIID.
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FATHPTR SIKRL—THE JAMI MASJD. PLATE XLV.

THE PRINCIPAL MIHRAB. SECTION & PraN, (See Pl

t

¢ XLII).
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FATHPUR STKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID PLATE XLVI.

THE PRINCIPAL MIHRAB. DETAIL OF CARVED spaNDrIL. (See Plate XLID
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Fathptr Stkri: The Great Masjid. PLATE XLVII.

INLAID BORDERS AROUND MIHRABS ON THE SIDES OF THE CHIEF MIHRAB

IN THE PRINCIPAL CHAMBER
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FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID PLATE XLVIil.

DFTAIL OF MIHRAB ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE PRINCIPAL MITIRAB,

o (For detail see
Plate XLI.)
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FATHEUR SIKKI.—THE JAMI MASIID PiL.ATE
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PLATE LIV,

" A A A Ay
FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID
CARVED CORBELS SUPPORTING THE DOMES OVER TiE CHAPELS IN THE NORTH & SOUTH AISLES,
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FATHPUR SikRI.—THE JAMI' MASJID. PLATE LV.

SPECIMENS OF ARCHES OVER MIHRABS IN THE SOUTHERN AISLE.
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FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID.

DyrAIL OF ARCEWAY IN THE NORTHERN WALL OF THE GREAT ARCHWAY IN FRONT OF THE LIWAN. PLATE LVI.

SECTION THROUGH PATERA.
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FATHPUR SIKR{.—THE JAM{' MASJID. PLATE LVII.
\ISLES INTO THE CJAPELS. [ MARKED A ON THE PLAN, PraTe XIII].
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FATHPOR STkRl.—THE JAMI’ MASJID. PLATE LVIII.

DETAILS OF TEE COLUMNS.
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TATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI' MASJID.
DETAILS OF PARAPETS. PLATE LIX.
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FATHPUR SiKRI.—THE JAMI' MASJID. PLATE LX.

i DETAIL OF PARAPET & PANELLING ON EXTERIOR OF GRAND DOMZ.
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IKK].—THE JAMI’ MASJID. PLATE LXI.

DETAILS OF FINIALS.
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FATHPOR SiKRT—THE JAMI' MASJID.

THE RALAND DARWAZA.
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Tue BALaxD DArRWAZA

FATHP'R SIKRT.—THE JAMI' MASJID.

DETAIL OF STONE PANELS ON GROUND PI.OOR, EAST & WEST RETURN EIDFES (
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FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMI MASJID. PLATE LXXXII.

THE BALAND DARWAZA., JAMB OF MAIN ARCHWAY LEADING INTO THE COURTYARD OF THE MASJID.
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FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE JAMY’ MASJID PLATE LXXXIIL.
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FATHPUR SIKRI.—THE STONE-CUTTERS' MASJID. PLATE LXXXVI.
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[ADVERTISEMENTS.]

ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA.

THE SHARQI ARCHITECTURE OF JAUNPUR,
WITH
NOTESON ZAFARABAD, SAHET-MAHET, AND OTHER PLACESINTHE N.-W.P.& OUDH :
By De. A, FUHRER, PE.D., and EDMUND W, SMITH, M.R.A.5., ABCHITECT.
Edited by JAS. BURGESS, LL.D., O.LE.,
Director-Gensral of the Arohaological Survey of India.
Lilustrated by 74 Plates of the Shargs Architecture of Jaunpur, &e. Super-royal 4to. Sewed.
Price Rs. 16. |

CALCUTTA —SUPERINTEXDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, INDIA.

“ THE finely illustrated Volume issned under this title forms the first of a New Series of Reports begnn after the
reorganization of the Archsological Surveys in Upper India in 1886 ; and if the work is to be continned on the same scale
and with the same thoroughness of illustration, we may look to see at last gomething like an adequate illustration of a consi-
derable portion at least of the immense and multifarious Architectural Remains of the Indian Peninsula. . . . . . We
recommend it to the attention of all students of Architecture as a book worth possessing, containing some of the best
illustrations of Indian Architecture that have yet appeared. It is to be hoped that similar volumes, illustrating other
branches of the Architectural Remains in India, will appear in due course.”"—Builder.

*THi8 Volume is an eminently businesslike production, of practical value to the Architect and Archmologist ...
and possessed of mauy attractions from the historical and the artistic points of view, rendering the book instructive and
interesting to the educated public ingeneral . . . . ., . Itisthe first volume of Archmological Reports on Upper India
which is of any distinct use to the practical Englishman, whether Architect, Historian, or Manufacturer. . . « . .

*The Government may properly be urged and expected to continue this Burvey in the North-Western Provinces,
and to utilize the Architectural Members of the Survey, moreover, in advising and controlling a reasonable conservation
of Historical Monuments in the Indian Empire.”"—R, Institute of British Architects’ Journal, 19th June 1890.

“ THE first Yolume of Dr. Burgess' New Series is a scholarly and exbaustive Monograph on a special and well-
defined Architectural period. It ispublished in the form of a handsome quarto . . . snpplying a valuable and interesting
record of the History and Architetture of Jsunpur, a city which for nearly a century vied with Imperial Delhi both in
power and splendour.

“Unlike the majority of the volumes in the former 8eries, the Report is one of whick the Government has no
reason to be ashamed, and it may be safely recommended to any one interested, either specially in Jaunpur, or generally
in Indian Architecture, as an adequate and trustworthy source of information.”—Tke Pioneer,

Super-royal 4to. Half bound, 426 pages. Rs. 10.

THE MONUMENTAL ANTIQUITIES AND INSCRIPTIONS IN THE
N.-W. PROVINCES AND OUDH;

DESCRIBED ARD ARBANGED
By Dr. A. FUHRER, PE.D.,
Arckaological Surveyor, N.- W. Provinces and Oudh.
ALLAHABAD :—GOVERNMENT PrEss, N.-W. P, aND OUDH,

“*WWE have now in a handy form a series of lists of all the notable Antiquities of the Provinces arranged under the
districts where they are found, and acoompanied not only with references to all easily accessible sources of further
information, but with a set of really workmanlike Indices.””—The Pionecr, September 25th, 1891,

* Ix this large volume Dr. Filhrer has given a very full account of the remains at each place, with references to
all sources of information, the whole being carefully classified with complete Indices,”—Memoir on ths Indian Surveys
18756—1890. ‘ )
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THE MOGHUL ARCHITECTURE OF FATHPUR SIKRI:

PART I, WITH 120 PLATRS,
Super-royal 4to. Stiff boards. Rs. 20.
! By EDMUND W. SMITH, M.R.A.8.,

Arclitectural Surveyor, N.- W, Provinces and Oudh.

ALLAHABAD :—GOVERNMENT PrEs8, N.-W, P. AND OuDH,

* AT last an adequate beginning of a fairly complete and anthoritative description of the magnificent brildings
at and near Agra has been made. Nothing appreaching to a scientific or reasonably satisfactory description of the Taj
and other great edifices at Agra exists. The notices in Cunningham'sSeries of Archseological Reports are feeble, inane,
and all but useless; and we fear that we mnst wait long for the costly and elaborate work which is needed to record
the results of a thorough survey of the Fort, the Taj, the Mausolenm at Sikandra, and the other architectural wonders
which adorn Agra and its environs. Dr. Burgess, before his retirement, decided that since it was not possible to do
everything, it was more advisable to begin with Fathpir-Sikrf than with Agra itself ; and it was accordingly decreed
that * the wonderful and beautiful city founded by Akbar at FathpQr-Stkri, and often likened te Pompeii,’ should be
surveyed.

“ In the course of four seasons Mr. Edmund W. Bmith, the very capable officer in charge of the Architectural
Branch of the Archsological Burvey, assisted by a well-trained staff of native draughtsmen, has made an elaborate
survey of the Great Moghul's palace city. The first instalment of the resnlts of his work lies before us in a handsome
quarto volume, illustrated by one hundred and twenty-five full-page plates, of which some are drawings and others
photo-etchings.

“The size of the work prevents its publication in one volume. The first part now published deals with the
Mahal-i-Khas, including Akbar’s bed-room, the Panehd Makal, the Dirnan-i-Khas, and a few other buildings ; the second
part deals with Réja Bir Bal's house and the palace of Jodh Bai; the third will treat of 8alim Chishti’s shrine, the
Turkish baths, and many other edifices ; and the fourth part will be devoted to the Great Mosque. Both the third and
fourth parts will be enriched with cotoured illustrations of the mural decoration and inlaid work. The volume now
jssued contains ten coloured plates, reproducing fresce paintings and ornaments, which bave been executed by Messrs,
Griggs and Son with their usual skill. These frescoes attract little attention from the ordinary visitor, and are now so
damaged as scarcely to repay the cost and trouble of reproduction. One of the best executed and most intelligible
fragments is that on the north wall of Akbar's bed-room, which represents some passengers of distinction taking their
pleasure in a sailing boat, apparently on the Jumna. The figures are well drawn in the style aflected by the miniature
painters. Ib all the drawings the perspective is very bad. Some of the paintings exhibit distinct and unmistakable
traces of Chinese influence. Others seem to be imitations of Japanese motives, and several offer clear evidence of the
influence exercised on Akbar's eclectio taste by Christian religious art,

“The best known of the frescoes, that on the western fagade of Miriam’s House, which the guide points out as
a picture of the Annunciation, may possibly be intended to represent that event. Bat the guide's theory that
Miriam, or Mary, was a Christian wife of Akbar, is unsupported by any evidence, and is opposed to the evidence that
exists. The queen of Akbar who enjoyed the title of Maryam-us-Zamars, or ‘the Mary of the age,’ was really the
daughter of a Hindu Réja. Akbar's mother was known by a similar title, Maryam Makani, and there is no more reason
for believing Akbar's queen, who bore the court title of Maryam-ws-Zamani, to have been a Christian, than there is far
believing in the Christianity of his mother. In short, Akbar’s Christian queen seems to be the creature of the imagina-
tion of gunides greedy for bucksheesh. But errors fed by bucksheesh die hard, and Akbar's Christian queen is bonnd to
reappear frequently for the next hundred years. The Roman Catholic priests insist on believing in her existence, and
their congregations, of course, are of the same opinion.

“The celebrated throne-pillar in the Dirman-i- Khas is perbaps the most curions of the many marvels at Fathptr,
It is adequately illustrated by a dozen well-selected plates. We are by no means disposed to accept Mr. Keene's sug-
gestion that the little building occupied by the throne-pillar is the JIbddat Kkina, or hall, in which Akbar used to
amuse bimself with listening to set debates by the professors of rival crceds. The building is far toe small for such a
purpose, and does not agree well with the recorded description of the Ibidat Khdna. 1t is more probable, as Mr. Smith
observes, that the hall lay just outside the private buildings of the palace than inside their precincts, and ruins of an
important building exist near the Record Office in a position which would bave been very suitable for a hall sach as is
described by the contemporary historian.

“ We must not linger longer over the beauties of Akbar’s magnificent, though singularly uncomfortable palace,
We can recommend Mr. Smith's book as an excellent piece of work, thoronghly well done ; and can assure our readers
that merely as a picture book it is good value for twenty rupees. The printing and paper are first-rate. The binding,
alas! is of the worst possible quality, and not even fit for a report by a Board of Revence. When the next part comes
out the Local Government should follow the example of Bombay and treat its pretty pictures to safe and decent
covering."—The Pioneer, 12th July 1895,
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“ THE first volume is now before us, and it may be truly said that nothing more interesting or artistic has been
published for a long time by the Indian Government ., . . The hundred and twenty large quarto plans, views and
details are excellently reproduced . . , No architect or artist, and certainly no student of Medieval India, can
sufficiently prize the results . . ."—Morning Post, 4th November 1895,

“ THIS volume is welcomed as the first instalment of a more complete illustration of a single important gronp of
Indian sixteenth-century buildings than it has hitherto been able to publish , , . It is most desirable we shomnld
have as complete architectural drawings of the more famous buildings in India as we have of those in France, Italy,
and other Western countries ; and amongst these the Muhammadan architecture, in Upper India especially, presents some
splendid examples. Every traveller is familiar with those at Agra, Delbi, and FathpQir-8ikri; and many visit a place so
unique as the latter in its history, in Indian architecture, and present condition . . . The value of this work lies in
these numerous and careful drawings, which afford a full representation of the buildings surveyed and of the marvellous
richness of their details . . . With this work before him, the student of architecture and Oriental art may judge
what a wealth of further information would be afforded were a few other groups of buildings, such as those around
Agra and Delbi, &c., similarly surveyed and delineated, while like surveys were made at Abu, Tanjor, Worangal, and else-
where in the Peninsula . . .’—Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architeots, 21st November 1895,

* EVERY traveller in India knows the deserted city of Fathpfr Sikrf, within the seven-mile circuit of which is
gathered that strangely beautiful medley of buildings, of all styles and plans, and destined for every sort of purpose,
which has long been the delight and marvel of artists and architects, That stern critic, James Fergusson, when he
stood amongst the empty courts and palsces of the silent city, conld only bow down and worship in the terminology of his
craft. How keenly he would have enjoyed that admirable volume of drawings and descriptions which Mr, E. W, Smith
has consecrated to the remains of Akbar’s escurial in the ‘Imperial Series’ of Reports of the Archsological Survey of
India. Mr. Smith need not, we think, be under any apprehension that a single qualified critic will ind fault with his
work on the ground that ‘ nnnecessary labour has been bestowed ' upon it.

“ It is impossible to speak in too high praise of the accuracy and beauty of the 120 plates contained in the
present inetalment. Mr. SBmith has displayed sound judgment in his selection of subjects.

“The work has been ably seconded by Colonel Waterhonse ard his Assistants of the Survey of India Office,
where the plans and drawings have been ably reproduced. The photo-etchings are really exquisite,

**Mr., Grigg, too, has shown his usnal ability in reproducing the effects of the coloured decorations,”—Z7he
Athaneum, 26tk October 1895,

PART 11, wiTH 103 PLATES,

Super-royal 4to. Stiff boards. Rs. 14.
” Half bound. Rs. 186.

“MR. E. W. SMITE has published the second part of his monumental work on Fathpdr 8fkrf. We noticed the
first part at some length in these columns last year, and need only say that the second part is equally beantiful and
well executed,” - Pioneer, 10¢h December 1896,

Parr III, WITR 97 PLATES,
Super-royal 4to., Stiff boards. Rs. 20.
» Half bound. Ra. 22
Now ready.

PORTFOLIO OF INDIAN ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS:

By EDMUND W, SMITH, M.R.A.8,
 Archaological Survey, N.-W. Provinces and Oudh,
ALLAHABAD :—GOVERNMENT PrEsS, N.-W. P, AND OvupH,

Tag illostrations (52) are all to scale and are of & character and size (22X 15 inches) admirably suitable for Schools
of Art, Technical Art Schools, Architects and Engineers, and are arranged for ready reference in loose sheets done np
in Portfolio form.

The drawings illustrate the Turkish Sultina's House, Bir Bal's House, 8allm Chishti's Tomb, the JAm{' Masjid—
which buildings rank amongst the finest examples of Moghal Architecture, and were erected by Akbar the Great
about the time of Queen Elizabeth, No attempt has been made to illustrate a number of buildings, but the few
selected are depicted by an elevation or section elucidated by sufficient details to make the architectare intelligible.

The plates are arranged as follows : —

Turkish Sultina’s House. S8allm Chishti's Tomb.
The Jamfi’ Masjid. . Jédh BAi's House, bikandra.
The price of the Portfolio, exclusive of carriage and packing, is Rs, 9, ((Packing and postage extra,)
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EPIGRAPHIA INDICA
AND RECORD OF THE ARCHZEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA.

Edited by JAS, BURGESS, C.LE., LL.D., F.B.8.E.;
Assisted by A, FUHRER, PH. D., Arekeological Surveyor, N,-W. Provinces and Oudh,
Volume I (1891). Super-royal 4to, 482 pages, with 35 facsimile Plates. Bs. 16,
Volume II (1894). Buper-royal 4to, 518 pages, with 51 facsimile Plates. Rs, 16,

Edited by DR. E, HULTZSCH, Government Epigraphist,
Volume IIT (1894-95), 4to, 898 pages, with 38 facsimile Plates, Rs, 24, -
Published under the authority of the Government of India as a Supplement to the Indian datiguary.
CALCUTTA :—BUPERINTENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTIRG, INDIA,

* L'ldée de rénnir en une publication spéciale les inscriptions de plus en plus nombrenses et & megure qu’elles
sont mises au jour par les diverses branches de I'Archmological Burvey, est excellente, 11 était temps que I'Inde eQt A
son tour eon Ephemeris Palaographica, "—A, BARTH.

“ A cBté des diverses séries de ‘Beports,’ dont 1a marche est forcément peu régulire, M. Bnrgess a créé un
organe périodique, I'Epigraphia Indios, paraissant par trimestre et spécialement réservé anx inscriptions. L'épigraphie
Indienne anra ainsi son Zphemeris avant d'avoir son Corpus, 8i M. Burgess arrive de cette manidre A centraliser, ne ft.
ce que dans une certaine mesure, less travaux épigraphiques actuellement éparpillés dans une infinité de recueils, dont
plusieurs sont des publications locales absolument inaccesibles en Europe, il aura rendu une fois de plns un service
inestimable aux études Indiennes.”—Revue do I Histoire des Religions,

“ HITHERTO the student of Indian inscriptions had to search for the records as yet published in the pages of
various learned periodicals of India and Europe, besides the volumes of the Archmological Survey and other independent
works. The foundation of a new quarterly exclusively devoted to Epigraphy is sure to meet with a very warm recep-
tion, therefore, on the part of all students of Indian History,

“ Dr, Burgess has succeeded in securing the assistance of the most competent scholars in every branch of Indian
Epigraphy, and the majority of the records published in the first three parts possess an exceptional value and interest.”—
PBOF. J. JOLLY, in Zribner's Record,

“ AT the Congress of Orientalists lately held in London the highest praise was awarded to Dr. Burgess for his
share in this undertaking as chief Editor. No higher praise could be gccorded here to Dr, Burgess than this statement
of the value attached to his labours by so many of the highest Oriental scholers,"—7T%e R, Z, B, 4. Jowrnal, 2204

December 1892,

SOUTH INDIAN INSCRIPTIONS:

COLLECTED, EDITED AND TRANSLATED

By E. HULTZSCH, PR.D., Government Epigraphist,

Volume I.—Tamil and Sanskrit Inscriptions, chiefly collected in 1886-87. Ra. 6,
Volume II.—Tamil Inscriptions in the Rajarajesvara Temple at Tanjawur i—
Part I.—Inscriptions on the Walls of the Central Shrine ; with 4 Plates. Ra. 4.
Part Il.—Inscriptions on the Walls of the Enclosure ; with 4 Plates. Ra. 5.
Part I11.—Supplement to the First and Second Volumes; with eight Plates, Bs, 4.
Part 1V.—Introduction and Index. JIn preparation.
Volnme I11.—~Miscellaneous Inscriptions from the Tamil Country, In the Press.
MADRAS :-~GOVEENMENT PRESS,
% A THOROUGHLY good book, which indisputably advances our knowledge of Sontheyn India to a very considerable
extent.
“ In scrupulous exactness and true philological mefhod it is, to say the least, equal to the best Bpigraphical
prblications,"—Vienng Origntal Journal,
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CORPUS INSCRIPTIONUM INDICARUM:
Vor. IIL.—INSCRIPTIONS OF THE EARLY GUPTA KINGS AND THEIR
SUCCESSORS :

By JOHN FAITHFULL FLEET, C.LE., BO.C.8.
With 45 Plates, Cloth, Rs. 25 : withonut Plates, Rs. 15,

CALCUTTA :—SUPERINTENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, INDIA.

THE ANTIQUITIES OF DABHOI IN GUJARAT:

By J. BURGESS, LL.D,, C.LE.,

Director-General of the Archaologioal Survey of India,
and
H. COUSBENS, M.B.A.8,,

Superintondent, Archaological Survey, Western India.
Illustrated by 22 Plates. Large Folio 17 X 14 inches. One Guinea.
EDINBURGH :—GEORGR WATERSTON & SONS,

-

TH18 bandsome volume, illustrative of the Antiquities of the ancient City of Dabhoi, with its splendid Gateways
and Temples, hag been prepared and published at the expense of His Highness the Mahdrdja of Baroda, in whose
territory Dabhoi is.

The Illustrations—-more especially the Drawings—will be found to be of permanent importance to all interested
in Architecture and Art, as reproducing accurately and to scale very important typical examples of the elaborately sculp-
tured Architecture of India in the Thirteenth Century of our Era. The Drawings are supplemented by collotype repro-
ductions of large photographs, and the whole is described in detail in the letter-press of the Volume,

ARCHZOLOGICAL SURVEY OF SOUTHERN INDIA:
THE BUDDHIST STUPAS OF AMARAVAT! AND JAGGAYYAPETA :

DRSORIBED AND ILLUSTRATED
By J. BURGESS, LL.D., O.LE., &C.:
With Dranscripts and Translations of the Asoka Edicts at Dhauli and Jauyadé :
By PROFESSOR G, BUHLER, PH.D,, LL.D., C.LE., Vienna,
With 69 Plates of Sculptures and Inscriptions, mostly Autotypes, and 32 Woodcuts.

Super-royal 4to. Half bound, gilt top, 1887. 8 Guineas.

* MR. BURGESS has recently issued an admirable Monograph on the Buddhist Stdpas at Amardvatt and Jaggayys-
pets, supplementary to the late Mr, Fergusson’s ‘ Tree and Serpent Worship,” and has thus, to some extent, wiped away

the reproach of the Southern Presidency."— Quarterly Review, July 1889,
Super-royal 4to, Paper Covers.

SOUTH INDIAN BUDDHIST ANTIQUITIES:

By ALEX, REA, M.B.AS,,
Superintendent, Archaological Survey, Madras,
With 47 Plates. Price, 10 Rs.
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CHALUKYAN ARCHITECTURE:
By ALEX. REA, M.R.A.S,
Superintendent, Anchaologioal Survey, Madras,

With 114 Plates. Price 15 Rs. 8 As.

MADRAS :—GOYERNMENT PRESS.

GUIDE TO BIJAPUR:
By HENRY COUSENS, M.R.AS8.,
Snperintendent, Archavlogical Survey of Western India.,

A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS IN AND AROUND THE CITY, WITH AN OUTLINE OF
THE HISTORY OF THE ADIL SHAHI KINGS OF BLJAPUR.

144 pages, Cloth : Maps of the City and Emvirons, Price Bs, 2,
[Published with the sanction ef the Government of Bombay.]
BOMBAY :~TH08. C0OK & SoNS; THACKER & €o0. (Limited).

Published dy order of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India.

ARCHZAOLOGICAL SURVEY OF WESTERN INDIA.

—~TE
THE CAVE TEMPLES OF INDIA:

By J. FERGUSSON, p.C.L., C.LE, P.R.8., V.P.R.A.8.; and JAS. BURGESS, LL.D,, C.L.B., F.R.G.8,, M.R.A.8., &C.
Super-royal 8yo. Half Merocoe, gilt top, pp. XX and 536, with May, 99 Plates and 76 Woodeuts, £2.

REPORTS.

By JAS. BURGESS, LL.D., €:LE., &C:
Super-royal 4to. Half Morocco, gilt top.

Vol. I.—Report of the First Season’s Operations in the Belgaum & Kaladgi
Distriots :
- With 58 Photographs aud Lithographic Plates, and 6 Woodcuts, £2 29

‘Vol. II.—Report on the Antiquities of Kathiawad and Kachh :
With 74 Photographs and Lithographic Plates, 242 pages. £3 3s.

Vol. III.—Report on the Antiquities of the Bidar and Aurangabad Distriets :

With 66 Photographs and Lithographic Plates and 9 Woodcuts. £2 2s.
LOXNDON :—=W. H. ALLEN & Co., Waterloo Place. t CALCUTTA :-——THACKER, SPINK & Co.
TeUBNER & Co,, Ludgate Hill, BOMBAY :—THACKER & Co, (Limited ),

Voroymes IV & V.
Vol. IV.—The Buddhist Caves and their Inscriptions :
With 60. Plutes and 25 Woodcuts.

Vol, V.—The Caves of Elura and the other Brahmanieal and Jaina Caves in
Western India :
With 51 Autotype and other Plates, and 18 Woodcuts.
The two. Volumes.: Price £6 Gs.
LONDON :—KEGAN PAUL, TRENOH, TRUBNER & Co.
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MISCELLANEQUS PUBLICATIONS OF THE ARCHZAOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
WESTERN INDIA.

4t0 Demy.

No. l.—Memorandum on the Buddhist Caves of Junnar : by
J. BURGESS, LL.D.; and Translations of threc
Inscriptions from Badami, Pattadkal, and Aiholi:
by J. F. FLEET, B0.C.8,, 1874,

No. 2. —Memorandum on the Antiquities at Dabhoi, Ahmed-
abad, Than, Junagadh, Girnar, and Dhank; with
Appendix of Inscriptions and 10 Plates of Fac-
similes: by J. BURGESS, LL,D., 1875,

No. 3.—Memorandum on the Remains at Gamli, Gop, and in
Kachh, &c. : by the same, 1875,

No. é.—Provisional Lists of Architectural and other Arch=zo-
logical Bemains in Western India: by the same,
1875,

No, b.—Translations of Inscriptions from Belgawm and
Kaladgi Districts: by J. F. FLEET, B0.C.8,; and of
Inscriptions from Kathiawad and Kachh: by HARI
VAMAN LIMAYA, B.A., 1876,

No. 6.—Notes on the Antiquities of the Talukas of Parner,
Sangamner, Ankole, and Kopargaum, in Ahmad-
nagar: by W. F. SINCLAIR, BO.C.8.: with revised
Lists of Kemainsin the Ahmadnagar, Nasik, Puna,
Thana, aud Kaladgi Zillas : by J. BURGESS, LL.D,,
1871.

No. 7.—Architectural and Archeological Remains in Khan-
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