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SLIM EAST 

tain sourc ew that such 
use of it had been tol 
French tutor of one of the sons of the Khedive. 
She may have misunderstood him; but if he did 
tell her that, then he was very ignorant or else 
he was lying. The fact about this palanquin 
is that it symbol of 
Historicall ventionalized 
of the pa hich the Ma 
Shajarat-a same who he 
to ransom-made the pilgrimage to Mecca. It 
now takes the place of the Khedive himself going 
on pilgrimage to Mecca, and it is very much the 
same thing, one might say, as when in old-
fashioned an who coul 
a funeral iage by way 
respect. jj caravan se 
the great the citadel a 
Khedive solemnly gives over the halter of this 
camel into the hand of the Amir aI-Hajj, the 
leader of the pilgrimage, and thus constitutes 
him his representative on the journey. Similarly, 
he receives er when the 

These a to foreign ign 
even the may supply 

















































































































































































































































THE MYSTICAL LIFE 155 

er of any of these fraternities. But when you 

egin to ask individuals about the actual usage of 

he particular fraternities themselves, your results 

ecome difficult and mixed. For example, one 

nan, a Syrian Christian and the editor of one of 

he most important newspapers in Cairo, told me 
hat there was a certain fraternity, the Mirghan

te, the predominant one in the Sudan, which was 

Iuite prepared to accept Christians; that they 

would put no bar in their way; and that there 

was nothing in their ritual to prevent a Christian 

f~om using it . The French scholars in Algeria 

lave been t~ the same thing about fraternities 
:here. But, on the other hand, when I put the 

lUestion to, he Shaykh al-Bekri in Cairo, who is 
he legal he d of all the darwish fraternities in 

~gypt, he . d no hesitation in replying at once 

hat it was Impossible for anyone not a Muslim 

to any relationship with these frater

t, again, when I reached Constanti-

lople (1 began to ask particularly about the 

ttitude of the Bektashites, supposed to be about 

he oadest sect of all there, I was told by one 

that there was not the slightest trouble 

.y Christian becoming a member of their 
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