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PREFACE 

I 'THINK it advisahle to say that this volume, 
though it consists-the Introduction excepted-of 
reprints from the "Contemporary Review," the 
old "National Review," and the "Spectator," is 
not like many such reprints a "undle of disconnected 
thoughts. All the papers are directed to one end, 
a description of those inherent differences "etween 
Europe and Asia which flr"id one continent perma
'nently to conquer the other. '['he struggle "etween 
Europe' and Asia is the "inding thread of history; 
the trade "etween Europe and Asia is the foundation 
of commerce; the thought of Asia is the "asis of 
all European religions: "ut the fusion of the 
Continents has never occurred, and in the Author's 
"est judgement will never occur. It is rather a sad
dening reflection that the thoughts of so many years 
are all summed up "y a great poet l in four lines: 

crh,e East bfJwed low before the blast, 
In patimt deep disdain j 

She let the legifJns thunder past, 
crhen plunged in thought again. 

1 MattIJtrIJ .Arnold. 
ix 











2 ASIA AND EUROPE 

seventeens and eighteens Russia and England 
stirred, one seizing on the vast and secluded terri
tory which extends through Northern Asia in an 
unbroken block from the Ural to the North Pacific, 
the other the equally vast and secluded Peninsula 
which stretches southward from the Western Hima
laya far down into the waters of the Indian Ocean. 
Neither Russia nor England knew precisely what 
they were doing; they did not formulate to them
selves any "grand plan," nor were they clearly 
conscious of any impulse, both going steadily on
ward, sometimes most reluctantly, as if driven for
ward by an invisible power toward some end which 
they did not pretend to see, but vaguely hoped would 
in some way be advantageous. 

N ow, however, a greater movement is being 
commenced from a motive which is at once clear 
and conscious. The European peoples are tired 
of the poverty in which, despite their consider
able advance in civilization and their immense 
advance in applied science, their masses are still 
condemned to live. The white races, in obedience 
to some law of which they know nothing, increase 
with amazing rapidity,l and in Europe, which is 

1 I call the rapidity "amazing" because we know nothing of 
its causes. The popular notion is that population increases with 
plenty, but it is unsupported by facts. A patriciat which eats and 
drinks as much as it will, works at its own discretion, and lives in 
healthy houses, almost invariably dies out-the reason why there 
are now no pedigrees which cross the gulf between the new and 
the old civilizations. Our .own people in Elizabeth's time were 











INTRODUCTION 7 

daIs of North Africa, conquered Spain, and after 
their first energy had decayed, drove the picked 
chivalry of Europe out of Palestine. When the 
third Asiatic explosion took place, the M ongot 
conquered China and India, which he kept, and 
Russia, which he only lost after two centuries, and 
made all Europe tremble lest by defeating Austria he 
should acquire dominance through the whole west. 
Intermediately, a little Asiatic tribe seated itself in 
Anatolia, warred down the Eastern Empire of Rome, 
threatened all Central Europe, and to this hour 
retains the glorious provinces which it oppresses only 
because, by the consent of all who have observed 
him, the Turk is the best individual soldier in the 
world. Three Asiatic soldiers, the Turk, the Sikh, 
and the Japanese, have adopted European arms and 
discipline, and no man can say if either of the three 
encountered Russian armies which would be the 
victor, yet Europe does not consider defeating 
Russians a light task. Taking the figures of the 
German conscription as our guide, there are in Asia 
eighty millions of potential soldiers, of whom cer
tainly one fifth know the use of weapons. 

But these masses of humanity, even if capable 
of battle, are, it is said, so incapable of the improve
ments which constitute civilization, that except as 
buyers of goods they hardly deserve respect from 
Europeans. Is that quite true? These Asiatics 
who are accounted so despicable have devised and 
kept up for ages, without exhausting the soil or im-
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ing that of any city in Europe up to 1800 have dwelt 
-under it is true insanitary conditions nearly as bad 
as those of Naples fifty years ago-but in peace and 
security without insurrections or any grave danger, 
save from their own rulers, to life and property. 
Asiatics built the Alhambra and the Taj, the 
temples above the ghauts of Benares, and the fan
tastic towers of Nankin. Asiatics unassisted by 
Europeans have carried all the arts, save sculpture 
and painting, to a high degree of perfection, so that 
learned men have written volumes to explain their 
architecture; and while no pottery can excel Chinese 
porcelain, no swordsmith a Damascus blade, no 
goldsmith will promise to improve on a Trichina
poly chain. 

No doubt they have halted everywhere in their 
march towards mastery of nature. Some strange 
fiat of arrest, pr.obably due to mental exhaustion, 
has condemned the brown men and the yellow 
men to eternal reproduction of old ideas. They 
have treated earth as if they feared it. Dung 
is burnt for fuel above unused coal-bearing strata. 
Asiatics work in all metals, yet from end to end of 
Asia great stores of iron or platinum and tin, of 
copper, silver and gold lie untouched, waiting the 
touch of the European spoiler. All must have been 
found ages since, or whence the stores existing 
before trade with Europe began, and if the energy 
in digging which was there once had continued, 
even the riches of Asia would by this time have 

















































































































































































WILL ENGLAND RETAIN INDIA I 97 

the days of Saul, and earlier, preferred that his ruler 
should be absolute, and there is not, and never has 
been, a brown community in which the ruler had not 
the right to inflict death on a private person at his 
discretion. This has not been a result of accident 
or of race oppression. Many of the brown races 
have been self-governed for ages, and all have 
enjoyed periods in which they could have set up any 
government they would. The Emperor of Delhi 
had only Indian agents; the Shah of Persia is 
surrounded only by Persians; the Emperor of China 
does not call in Tartar troops to defend his throne. 
Either of them, if they gave offence to certain pre
judices, would be overthrown, but they are not over
thrown for despotism, and the reason is that their 
subjects like it, that it strikes and soothes their 
imaginations, that they think autocracy, wielded by 
an individual who can fit his decision to each indi
vidual case, the perfection of beneficial energy and 
a reflex of the government of the Most High. U n
less the law is Divine they dislike law as an instru
ment of government, and prefer a flexible and 
movable human will, which can be turned by 
prayers, threats, or conciliations in money. 

The chasm between the brown man and the white 
is unfathomable, has existed in all ages, and exists 
still everywhere. No white man marries a brown 
wife, no brown man marries a white wife, without 
an inner sense of having been false to some unin
telligible but irresistible command. There is no 
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ENGLISH JtND ASIATIC FEELING 13S 

with a penchant for human sacrifice, were, in fact, 
about on a level with Maoris, naturally appears 
to him one of immeasurable antiquity. There is 
nothing for him of the pathetic in the scene, nothing 
suggestive-though, be it observed, he notes and 
records with appreciation the loveliness of a view 
across the neighbouring lake-no electric influence 
from the grief of one of the most ancient communi
ties in the world, nothing but a crowd of persons 
intent, for some reason of their own, on unusual and 
somewhat preposterous, though striking ceremonials. 
The one thing that strikes him as wonderful is that 
the two claimants for the throne, each with his 
troop of armed followers, should obey the unaccom
panied Political Agent, Colonel Wright, and await 
passively the award of the far distant barbarian 
Viceroy. That he evidently thinks marvellous, and 
he returns again and again to the evidences of 
Colonel Wright's authority, never dreaming that 
these Hindoo nobles, who to him are so "funny" 
with their shaven faces, have a political instinct 
equal to his own, and know as well as he does that 
Colonel Wright represents a force before which 
Oodeypore could not stand up for an hour. Be
sides, why should they resist? The succession is 
not contested by any but the Children of the Sun, 
and the Viceroy will not impeach their claim; and 
what else signifies, except to the individual claimants 
of the throne? If, indeed, there were a chance of a 
departure from the line, if the race of Rama were 





The Reflex Effect of Asiatic Ideas 

I T is a quarter of a century ago since the present 
writer observed in the Spectator, when com

menting on some fresh triumph of the mail service, 
that the increase of communication between Europe 

_ and Asia might produce unexpected results. We 
all think of it as increasing the intellectual grip 
of Europe on Asia, but it must also facilitate the 
reflex action of Asiatic ideas on Europe. They 
poured back on us in a flood during the Crusades ; 
and why should they not pour again, to affect us 
once more, either, as Christianity did, by conver
sion, or, as Mahommedanism did, by recoil? The 
prophecy has not hitherto been accomplished The 
dividing barrier between the thoughts of the East 
and the West has proved tenacious, and though, 
to the surprise of mankind, Oriental art has made 
a capture of the European mind, so that Asiatic 
colouring and Asiatic decoration have permanently 
affected all Western eyes, the special thoughts of 
the East have made little visible impression. We 
fancy, however, that the barrier is cracking. By 
far the most startling fact in the biography of 
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ASIA AND EUROPE 

govern successfully. And what is the solution of 
that mystery? That it exists is past all question 
and. also that it exists in the same degree in India 
alone. The Chinese are not so hidden from us as 
are the Indians of Asia; while the Indians of 
Spanish America, though hidden from us, are not 
hidden from the Spaniards, who live among them. 

We have no full answer to give, for the problem, 
after thirty years of thought about it, remains to us 
as impenetrable as ever; but we can, we think, 
contribute some facts, or ideas about facts, which 
may make its existence a little less wonderful and 
bewildering. In the first place, the suggestion that 
because the Anglo-Indian governs successfully, 
therefore he understands the people he governs. 
is, we believe, fundamentally erroneous. The 
British Empire in India is not a marvellous example 
of the possibility of one race fitting its ideas to those 
of another race, adapting means to ends, or making 
laws specially suited to those who obey them, at all, 
but something widely different. It is the most 
marvellous example the world has ever seen of the 
possibility of governing human beings through 
abstract principles, when those principles include 
impartial justice, perfect tolerance, and the most 
absolute respect, not only for personal freedom, but 
for personal idiosyncrasy. The great Civilian who 
suddenly, and by a sort of magic, pacifies a newly
acquired province, till three millions of swordsmen 
not only obey him, but honour and in a way love 















































































THE GREAT ARABIAN 

nese as readily as by his own people. He nomi
nated a governor during his absence, as if the city 
belonged to himself alone; and mustering his force 
outside the walls, found that it had increased from 
the eighty refugees to three hundred and five. 

His object was to intercept the caravan which, 
with Abu Sofian, chief of the Koreish. at its head, 
was crawling from Syria down the coast of the Red 
Sea on its way to Mecca. With this view he 
marched rapidly to Badr, where the Meccan road 
strikes the great Syrian route; but he had, as usual, 
been betrayed by some secret friend of the Koreish 
among the Medinese. Abu Sofian hurried on a 
swift messenger to Mecca imploring aid, while he 
himself, leaving the coast-route, struck with his 
caravan direct for the city, which he reached in 
safety. The Koreish, however, were weary of Ma
homnied's audacity, and though still divided among 
themselves as to his claim of kindred, pushed their 
army of relief forward to Badr, determined to make 
a signal example. Mahommed was equally eager, and 
his followers, when consulted, pledged themselves 
to follow him to the world's end. Fanaticism had 
destroyed their remembrance of the ties of kindred, 
and they prayed openly for the destruction of their 
relatives. They arrived first upon the field, a sandy 
valley traversed by a small spring which feeds a 
series of small cisterns. Mahommed filled them all 
except the one nearest to the enemy, and bade his 
followers stand on the defensive, and regard that 



























































































ASIA AND EUROPE 

to honour,. or which satisfy their pride; but they 
do not waste on themselves, even in copper coins, 
-though they have at least one taste, that for 
sweetmeats, which is nearly as strong as that of 
the Briton for beer, or that of the Frenchman for 
a satisfying meal. It seems to us that self-restraint 
influences the abstemious native, as well as his 
poverty; and that self-restraint of this daily and 
persistent kind, often involving great resistance to 
temptation, and always involving slight but con
tinuous suffering, must be at least of the nature of 
virtue. It is so aU the more because the native 
neither parades his economy, nor sulks under it, 
nor hates the man who has no necessity to practise 
it. He regards it, as he does darkness or death, 
as part of a Divinely appointed life, thinks about 
other things, and though very rarely a joyous man, 
is frequently an exceedingly humorous, and con
stantly a placid one. 

If it is admitted, as we should certainly admit, 
that abstemiousness is a virtue in the Indian, it is 
a little melancholy to think that, as in the working 
woman of the East End, it produces so little result 
of any beneficial kind Character does not seem 
to be strengthened by it. The imbecile weakness 
of these very men, when custom, or the priests, 
or family pride demand mad waste, has been re
marked ever since we entered the country, and is 
a perpetual theme of objurgation to native social 
reformers. They pay, too, unjust demands from 























































































































































































































































THE FUTURE OF THE NEGRO 355 

account of Hayti, as demonstrating past all question 
the accuracy of their theory. Other observers, 
again, including many missionaries and some ex
plorers, are friendly to the Negro, think that the 
repulsion caused by his external aspect makes or
dinary men unjust to him, and declare that he is, 
when not oppressed, essentially a docile creature 
indisposed to vindictiveness, and though not clever, 
fairly ready to receive instruction, which, they further 
add, may occasionally be carried up to any point 
attainable by the white man. Such observers, 
among whom we should class keen-eyed Mrs. 
Trollope, who had rare opportunities of studying 
the race, and keener-eyed Mrs. Stowe, think the 
U ncle-Tom kind of Negro not rare, and evidently 
hold that when bad, he is vicious as a European 
may be, rather than innately savage. A third class 
maintain that the Negro, if carefully observed, is 
found to be exactly like everybody else, with the 
same passions, the same aspirations, and the same 
powers, with one most remarkable exception. He 
cannot rise in the scale beyond a certain point. 
The originating power of the European and the 
imitating power of the modern Asiatic are not in 
him, or not in the same degree; and he remains 
under all circumstances more or less of a child, bad 
or good like other children, but never quite a man. 
It is added by this class, and in part by the one 
mentioned before it, that the Negro woman is, on 
the whole, better than the Negro man, with more 
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