







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































maobilization and widespread appeal as the Congress and the Muslim League. The CPI's
focus on specific socioeconomic issues and its relatively limited reach within the broader
population restricted its influence from permeating the overarching narrative of the NWFP’s
journey toward independence. However, the legacy of communist thought endured beyond
the immediate period. It left an indelible imprint on the region’s political landscape,
continuing to influence leftist movements within the NWFP and the larger subcontinent. The
discussions on social justice, equitable distribution of resources, and classlessness that were
sparked by communist ideals contributed to shaping long-term goals and aspirations, even if
their immediate impact was muted. The presence of communism within the NWFP’s
sociopolitical landscape during the Indian independence movement added depth to the
ongoing discussions and debates. Yet, its impact was constrained by the dominance of
mainstream political parties, the intricate blend of regional identities, tribal affiliations, and
evolving nationalist sentiments that characterized this transformative period in NWFP’s
history. The interplay of these multifaceted factors shaped the course of events in the NWFP
during a time of significant change and laid the groundwork for the region’s political

landscape in the post-independence era.
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