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Foreword 

The HamiltoD. road rwu from tbe Al'bda of Aluandet past the 
boll"" of Saladin to tho "'=nian phllea ... A wondedW en,i.ncerin& rUI, 
it travenes 011 ill way the IOIJCI of Rowand\U. ODd Bc:.,.,-ini, two 
'tupendoul obstacIQ which mi&hl well bave K:ared Illy adventurer 
even lIo'(;R he f.I'IlIed with the most modern appli1ncet and 5IIppcrtcd 
by aD llnDy of t...aiMd and upat workmo:n. 

Mr.lhn:illlon, ho~r, was equipped in modest fashioD and, u tlo: 
soliwy EUropean of the party, bad to teach tho: arts ot hiU-bWting 
ond of fOId.makinl as be prooetdcd.. He alOIII! oould reoonnoilR tbe 
s\OODIy depths of the caftOllI for possible lines of passage. He alone 
had 10 IUPCrvisol: opentio ... , eQotroi, pt.y An<.! feed hill p.np. H . was 
at oace the lead.r, th. r.ther, and the mecb&nic; IDd, for some Ih~ 
years in the bluing heat or summer and in the icy blastJ or wiotel, 
isolated Imona ..... p tribes, be playod these responsible partS 1m be 
brought hiI areal work to completion. 

I 4d tbe privilege of me<;lina him durin, opcraliont;n Kurdistan. 
Then, when that most unruly orlu landJ w aJ In • state of viol cot ret
menl, when Kurds were fiahtin8 Arabi and Kurd. were killing Kurds, 
w IleD outsi<k. fortified encampmut or I vii. evel')' man look hi. 
life in hi. hand and wenl armed 10 the leeth, peace and order m",ed 
alOIl3 the road tbat Hamiltoo WII buildilli. Hit motley collection of 
Persiaru, Kurds, As$yrilnl I.nd Arabs paucd to and fro wwmed and 
unperturbed. In the Juooeuful punuit oh . aim be had 

won the monJ blttle. Hit b.il 

..,111 IIJ101> a 

...:.... Chapters XX and XXI need to be IUd "ith cb;:rimioaticm, for 
Mr. Hami1ton _liviDa ilt cl<* conUoCl wilb the A»yrianI and fell 

"';' their misfortunes ktenly. AeluaUy tllm: was not ooIy ao Af.JyriaD sio. 
, , , , 



Foreword 
but • Britilb Pde and an In.qi Ade to !his troublollt question. We 
hi.." ~, • dear =pon$ibility IO'Il'Itdt til.,., ucicnt ani .. of 
oun; arul, now !bat tile Orontes ~ Iw flllea tIlfOllp, "'" ClnDot 
Illow 0\Il DOtIscicoa: to rest until we &ball hi.., allblisbed tbtm ia. 
$ItidlCtory borne. 

19]7 
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Preface to New Edition 

I like to imaaine that RDad T10rmIgh KJjn/lrllm, fint publislle<l twent)' 
years ago, may have hdped to brina about tbe bunt of technical pro
sress and improvement in livin, conditions DOW laulII pllce in Iraq 
folJowilll the exploitation of oil F.omi~ ill Iraq is. I thiIIk, • thing of 
the past; !ood.I _ m>der control; aocl if fOIl visit \he Rowa!ld~ 
Road you no longer han to live in I \enl or I Slone-and-mud hut 
with the InakeJ and scorpions as your companions, There are now 
wdI.equippcd hotel. in thO$e oncc-reme>te pl.accs, and .. car, not I 
mule C>f hit! pony, cacries tbe uavcllu to them in Jpoed. aud comCort. 
The barnn dc&ert with ill witberina: aunshi ... IUId rainless parchiol 
winds is. foe no longer, The magic lamp of Aladdin has been I'IIbbed 
Ind, behold, the most precious mineral that Mother Elrth offen Ih. 
buman nee today, liquid fuel, gushes fortb till the dQlOrt iudf yields 
to il$ benefill and becomes .. blossominl preteD. 

This ia I miracle of our times, aml we wbo Ii"" with it and han 
Wen pan. in il often fail to see il Ut ill nabl penpcetive. Bul if we 
.tand back and look II the ... hole picture .. e sballsee thal"""n more 
importanllhln Britain's pan in the seeUIIJI for, findinllnd eJ<ploitl
tion of lbit nuid wealth lw been her oontribuhon towards sh"""inl 
tbe di_ Iraqi population bow to 100fk together and enjoy th. 
fnUl$ oftbeir natural rcso\lfQCI Ut I peacd'ul .... y. Either contribution 
&Ione-Iimillesa wealth on the one band or the an of Iivin, in JIt&<'O 
on the other_is an immea.urable benefit, Together these two Dli..-eles 
provide. modern fanWy not comparable with Inythioa in history. 

When I went to Iraq in 1927 I ...... Dtnluries-old enemies wurin, 
for. blId wt"fCked by wan. and found this 10 be the uoivenally 
aocepte<I outlook.. This philosophy, bnd of ancicrtl fears, that de
mands 'an e~ for aa eye, I tooth for. tootb', is exemplibed in lb. 
book time 10(1 again. Now at 1 .. 51 there i. a alookeoinll in the reUpow 
aDd tribal feudin, within I raq. II is aivilll place to I ' pirit of uoioa U 
bctwcco Ouialian and Mllhommedaa. between Al$yriao and Kuni, 
Kurd aml Anh. The Jews, ... ho an still UDOII, (be mo&t aWve buA
lIeU people Ut Iraq Unce by no mC&l1S an ha~ mi",taI 10 P&lestine, 
are alone un~r a shadow in that aU Middle East peoples IIttIO 10 , 
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JIlistrUSI and f .... the Zion;.t Slate ot 4ra.l On a recent visit I<) Iraq 
I bad COIIvenations wilh a DWllber of miniltel1 and lea¢inliraqis and 
Iboir aDXieties aboul !his new Mediterranwl community .. OR orten 
upfe$SCd. i win $C:t down what tbe gtncr1ll Arab opinion is on thi l 
ql>eSlioP becII~ today il influenc:a OUT relalions with Iraq and is • 
_ alId important factor ill the Middle East siDce the book was 
..-nneo. For oumple, you cannot now to 10 Inq if)'OlI bf.ve an h rad 
viA on YOllr passport. lbi. i, plrt ot • 'cold war' against those who 
,,.. regarded II tnDed intrudel1. 

One ieadin& iraq~ himseIt. Kiln!, slImnuri=i the mlllI.r in • 
rin&lc SCIItm::e as follows : ' If Britain or any other COWltry wants 10 be 
friend! willi the Arab world thq /D.U~ nOl help Israel' He funher 
add<d tbat in his ~iew ·Britain·s loss of Ihe Middle Eal! is due 10 
Israd'. Very sweepiol but i!!dicl;tilll utron, opini01l. I Nked whether 
ooly military help .... reared or ..... trldinl abo objected 10, and was 
told tbJ.1 thc mere m:o",ition or Israel and certaioly the provision of 
anythina. I.nJII Or olberwise, thai incroased her combative strmath 
had tho 1IlIita! oppoUtion or aU Atabs.lt .... furtber uplained tluot 
\hi. oppositioa it irrespcetiYe olthe riv.ll. illteralS of !be difl"erent parts 
of the Alab world. Tbou&h we mi&hl wish to believe otherwise the 
attil~ bad 110 relation to any particulM lealler in power be they IJIIch 
dilftTOllt people ... Colonel N_ Q/ Eml, General. Nuri es-Sald of 
Iraq orlDyooeliUly to replace them. The view COfI>Q from the pcOpk 
thl:msdvu. "The fear i'tbal the new ZioDist State, backed by Weslem 
capital, .. JIll I<) make ilselfmilitarily (\Ip"'~. It will then dominate 
the nc ... ·fouDd wealth, oil, and aU tl\osecountries borderin, the eastun 
Med.itcrfUCI.II. Egypt fcan that thetonlrOl of the SIIQ Canal !DII.1 be
oomc )sraC1i.. Heooc il will. be KC:II there if aa=mcnt in Arab landl. 
Tbe tnitiwy polential of Israel mlllt be kepi witbin stricllimits relative 
10 tbe.ir OWI1 fortes, ber aims cI.uifi<d, her immigration oonlrolled. 

To lI)IIIyolus such Anbfeanud suspicionl may appear UIIjustified 
and the Arab aod hit friellds 111111Ctf1l jllSl backward and unreason· 
. ble. Atld,.f\cr all, 400s it nulter wbat they t.hi..Ilk? It would nOI have 
mattered. DeDtury I.J<l when Britain was the worksbop of the world, 
rd)"iq 011 her cnm areal coal resources tor fuel. But by an amnia, 
lurI! of !be wbed of tate coupled with the labours of mote who ~ 
oovcrcd WI developed Ibe oil, thaI SImC Arab opinion can loday 
have a profoWld d f«:t on Europe aod the British CoInaIonwcalth. 
This tbc Arab bows even should '" OYaIoolI: it, and !be closl= of the 
S~ eaoaJ .... DOt 10 moeh the .. him ofN_ IS a lymptOm of the 
nervou5I>CU that is now fell widely in tbe Middle Ellt, atld ID 
evi(\<ncc of Arab ability to unite on. .. hal they Kgaro IS any critical 
""'e.1be h .... li thrwtto the Canal in 19S6,lJIIpponcd 1I)'!be Wett 
...... 11111 boulId 10 mftI !be fl1l1 Ataboppositioa thai il did and with 
the _ I of British and FreDCb fon:ain tbe face ofeen.UTe, rilhll1 

• 
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or wronllY, It their .ppm:ntly c:ombinina with brul, tbc ny 1I'U 

opetled for RllJii. 10 obt&ia IIer finl foothold in both Syriuod EIYJIC. 
A ...... point, 000 pthers, is tbj5: the WCllCnI ""'" nllllraIJy Ii

its own _ themail!publicity.ar.:I the ordioary ptQOn is quito IID
informcod .boIIl the Mod for an undemandinl of the Arab viewpoiltl. 
II is ceruinly u >nil 10 remind oonel_ m.t todlY dcpmdeDOll m, 
Ind the Deed for rccipl'OClll. tr.de with, the Arab world is fu pu.ter 
than il ever was. D ue 10 the oil we lise ffOlll lbeir lands, thOH coun
me. are oo-open.ti"" with II. in the passaJC of OIIr lhips ove. the 
oceanl, mIlCh of our road and raillmnlport ud ew:r-ileW """ tllres 
in industry, Igriculture Ind home comfort, includinl plutica, dettf
aents, resins Ind I II thin .. from oil. 

Apa rt from this cloud east by Israel over the Middle east scene, 
vown Ilready • JlUt dcalll!Je' than a man·, hllld aince Britain is 
.ccused of h4vinl rillen from her high integrity U fir U Arab welfare 
is conoemed, I belie"" that in Iraq the advice o f Brillin hu bte4 
widely bccded. An inlelliFnl people have teCOjDiud the wisdom of 
the lOlcral\t way of life we ba"" inltodlll:C<l 

II cannot be pinsaid thai the relatively tiny 9ritiloh 1$lCo haTe 
tUlDCd map: keylI in India, EJypI Ind Iraq. CoIooialism, inlpuiali,.... 
or DO, il renWlIJ a fad. that British inftuence bu bcca of profOlllld tnd 
Iutina; benefil Illd • m.ojor flClor in world Jlfoareu- Tb<se ~ ..... 
• 11 now countriel 10 be reckoned with, ""d if thil book abo ..... an 
e.umplc of the manner in which they haV\l been brought 10 maturity, 
and of the thoughts lIId IIopes of the mentors, it will 110( have 
failed. 

I t thould not surprise uS if thef¢ wef¢ I rcvenio.a 'pillJt the oulay 
against colonialism Ind I call for more, not leu of it, for u I bope thi' 
book , bOWl, our work wu in essence ju. t service. Pop \llation, have 
grown up which would not have eUlled but for this very colonialism. 
It WIS the close co-cperation belween the leaden and tM led througb 
all adve"'ty tut hcwul down 1M mountains Ind UDCOvered 1M 
treasures. Of these treasures 1M greatest of I U was the rcllizatioa of 
kinahip be_ IIIIl%I aIId min u leadina far beyond RCC Of creed, & 

di$covay immomllzed by KiPlin& ill vttIC profoundly phiIo6opltiell. 
Thole .. 110 served the old CoIoIIiIl Entpire did SO without any proper. 
tioruote reward, I lld ofle!1 enough for tbe IIh or the ICrvioc livm ..... 

Some iDdkatioo. of the teduriC3l spirit that bas If01V'O up ia Iraq i, 
gi_ by the unusual qu&lific:atioas Of the responsible mini,lerl and 
uccuti_ of the preseat IOvemmml Of these, ""d maa), ue cnm· 
parativeiy)'OUna men, quite. few a f¢ British uaivenity p-adl>ues in 
ctlginccrina..ctcnee and .",hitcclure. Otbera have had AlPerieall and 
EuropeaD technical education •. Few gove<nmeuIJ of 1M world caD be 
SO technically . nd tcieutiocaUy informed and Ihe proaress file in Iraq , 
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may, &fva. COIlm.1ICd. ClXlllomlc $lability alld a world reuoaably It 
pc&OC, be <:Ipco;ted to ~ rather thu. diminisb.. 

Yn it must l1li( be fOf'lOllell that the ...... J projects tIlT illClUSing 
prosperity ill Inq depmd 011 !be sale of the oil. Thit ill t\lfll depemb 
011 tho ..rety of tbo pipe.lines and pumping sutions that tnmport it 
OYer lIot j\Qt 0Ile but severa.! different Arab countriel befo", ;t reacbcs 
the ModilmallWL And ;t must also be roalizcd that to the Arab the"' 
an: certain thinp moaey win not buy from bilU. These.", his ."ao"t 
tcnitanos, bit frm:lom ot moveme"t 0= lbem and bil ,;pt of 
deveJopraent of their IUtunlassots. Tho",,", too hi. rights 0= the 
limited ".IOT these semi-desert countries possen_for he .till mUlt 
pl&al aU bis physical dope"do""" UPOIl wlter U in tbe put, Ho would 
like, too,lIIlppreciltion of the part he IIOW play' in the world with 
IU, ,;oce oil hal become such • paralllount necessity, and bo ha.I 
wdcoroed ill UpIIrt. 

It ... hi ..... ulldel'lWldillg of the !lOt ulIlUlOIIIblo outlook in these 
_ten 01' the Middle EuterD peoples, we 01' the West ca.n, if we wjlb, 
euily eaougb maiDtaiII good rdatiOIll with all or them. 

Se~oab, Kent 

"" 

.. 

A. M . HAMILTON 

• 
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CHAPTER. I 

Land of Eternal Conflict 

F rom whltever quarter the dly i. appro.~hcd 00 OU CAD forget b.b 
fint "&ht of Baghdad a, it .ppears on the Ilat horizon_taIl mina llla 
and evro Wler fact<lry chimneY' thrustiD,& abo,," the ute palmJ aDd 
til< domec; of mesque&. 00= . bo:>Ye the ,,"erable towD. Iher'e .IJ.&n&I. 
paU of lDIOke. F.ctory chimneys and miDaretsl A IIrUJO cornbilla
tion: all of them 1eanina I little !hi. way or that 

When the hot $\Ill beats on the delc:rt the min. ... man. the whole 
silhouette &laDd clear of the earth, .nd it .himmcrs and _vel abovc 
til< Iqline.. Like the floatilll islaDd of Laputa it __ to ItXI'o'e O¥a' 

the land. from placc to plaoe.. Even to\b.y, h&lf-mod=ized, hIlI'. 
antiqnattd, BaJ;hdad cat\ yet look • m&J;ic dly as of old. 

M one comes closer this visionary efl'ect diminishes till in the O~I· 
.kirts of the 10wn the romanoe of tho pl. o:e it lost iD equalid meets. 
Ilaghdad has OIIIy two maill Ihotou&bfara; the rest of !be d ry it for 
the IIIOft part a nabbit-WUTaI olllat·roofed ~ buij( haphuard 
beside the nans RiYl:f'. The incomiIIa road from the 'Welt QOf.ICS a 
railway_line which iI actually a part of the famous Berlin_Bqhdad 
railway pl. Med by G o:rm..ny for the conquesl of lndi_ dream of 
the Kaiser'. that never materialized. 

I>urint; my yean of leMa: in Iraq I visited BaaJ>dad Ql&Qy timea. I 
came to it from thedeseru ofthesouthaudfromlhelllOUlltains o f the 
DOl'\h--often ""oush lick &rid fnl:r·ridde!I seeona the bealiDa: tnat· 
m",,! of ita well-run hospi tal. And just .., with InI.veUcn of old who 
rode in on their ClJllei. from !he dusty desert, BaJ;hd.ld never failed to 
make its Imprc:uion on me.. It lw a pooy )-.t dreary pudeur in 
bepina with the bunll plains around, and to the Anab mitld Baabdad 
iI Paradise itIdf. 

The aD.F1. in this heaven, however, an: of. very moUey varietr. 
The jOlUina, wrangJ.ina crowd of .hopltecpen in !ho bawl" Cf}'irta 
their wam ,,;e with the louts and l!lIJID.erlcss street ur<::hinI who 
pounce Upoll the ncwIy-&rrived visitor like vullUrQ, and. make him 
wish he had rta)'C'd in the ailent and empty desert. If he CllI _pe 
these birds o( JmY while they light eadt other for tho riah1 to IlCCOIIl

pany him .. auioks, interpreten and whatnot, and board • hone--
I. 
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drawn 'araban.' with ill decn:pit ,teed.! RlId noisy bell, he Il1lIY at lut 
find some quiet lane w~ a sleepy carpet vendor who spUla no 
Elldish ... 11 let him sit and lIllOke amOllYI lhe Nil and junk Of his 
i ........ n I~ nttdokn. Quietnoa is to be found in thil prish IOwa if~ 
tnoM .... bel'll\<) seel:: it, for Baghdad', ancient ~ i. Oar .. Salum 
---thc HO\Ite of Peac:e. 

The wide river, too, II peaoeful enolJih exc:ept wilen lite 'shemal' or 
north wind blow$, and the no..tina Maude Bridge rocks and tean at 
illancborqc. In _ .... y wt e\"e:!1 the .mol::illi factory-dtimncys <;annot 
dface, BaJbdad at nlpt, seen from the ~ hiJb _booe the ri_ 
where 'BagJvladi" 10 ... to sit and aoWp, is a wonderful sigltL Ughll 
gleam in the ripplinll water, and the round 'ghuf/"u', loaded to the 
gunwale with melol1l from Samanah, Ileal .iienlly to the landinS' 
ctqeI, while the 'softnu' with their burden of dates from the soutll 110 
AiIiq by. A _boat wbistles and Itin up the ri __ mud with ill 
pa.ddle..~ l"01IIiDI CIlneS from the &sherman who . Iands, hi. 
n&kcd body Ihinina: lite a brO!lZe mille, p.o.tiently c.utins hi$ net from 
the hish IlO$C of his anchored boat. 

Womell come and 110 over the bridge. There are batclt .. of tribal 
"'ameli wllo fetch th<:ir prodI!oce for the....,....,.... J;JlIrl::et; AnDcDian 
women with white 'abtu' over their beIdJ; W01DeIi wdl4rcaed. and 
iU-<Ireaed, SOII)O ill WC$Icm cl..u.e., tome in eastern robes, 50lI)O 

veiled, tome unveiled; wOmen with voices hanh and que(ulOIlS, or 
boneath lifted vril o;ara.singly seductive to the men who pass; bUI 
molt ~ silntt, soft..footed. crwUI'llll IiidinI .wilUy by lite veiled 
spiriu, bent OD. tbdr 0 .... mysterious _train... 

Here and there 011 thc rlw:(1 bulb ~ caban:1I with .trinas 0( 
colou ..... lipll, and n.UCOUI saxophone batlds, the qUlv.:rina sinamS 
of the 'artistes' punctuated by th~ deep throbbint of III"IIe engines in 
the ice-factory ..... rby. Over the water comes the weird musie of thc 
Bedollill cmanatiDs from the 'm.itklNs' or tea-ahops. red 1I'ith the 
glow 0( cookiD& brazins. 

From the lind wt ends II the bridge one hean the dismal crios of 
eiprette I!Id _t vendon chantins their wal'llll in An.bic, 'CiSll'llttes, 
thrco for. "Iih", tbru for a "ftls".', Sometimes yella and altertatio ... 
ariu, followed by the blowinJ of po\i<:e-whistlcs, but the jin&!e of 
hone and donkey bella, the c:nmtiDa: of camels, aM the cali.J of 
baqea UId fisbermm toOfI join tosetJ>er to drown Ihia diocord. 

Now dimly, now clurly apinst the rcliectiOIII of I myriad lamp' Oft 
the opposite bani:: on. _ movins liJUfC$, the worl::inj WOl!lCO who 
come dOWll to the water', edge, fill their 'mesal::hlll' or water-lIOu.nb. 
wuh tb<:msd_ and their c::Itikln=n in thc sIu&Ph cum:nt by !be 
~ and Wldor _ of the dul::Dea Ileal off to \heir bomes 
lpiIl. AI the hoIlJ advances tbo rtreet$, the bridlO. the QbareU 

, ,.. 'ftIo';, .\>oul. ruthiDf. 
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Land of Eternal Conflict 

front As the vehicles are always crammed to capacity, I found that 
Arab passengers often cboose to stand or sit 00 the runoing·boards, 
and oow and then are bowled 01[ by Ibe overhanging gear on a paning 
car. Such incidents, together with a few highway robberies, make the 
roads of Iraq mOSt interesting. JUSt as lbe perpetual use of old. 
fashiooed loorers and loud klu.ons make tbem melodious. 

When I bougbt my car in Bagbdad I decided 10 enter tborougbly 
into the Bulem spirit oflbin&". We loaded the Cbevrolet to Hassan's 
entire satisfaction. 1be boxes of crockery and glass aod bottles oxx:u· 
pied the satest places on Ibe back seat, for I was assurW thaI aoy loss 
of be1Ierages or tooics was a &erious maner to a bowebold 'out in tb. 
blue'. Then we packed the Iiltle car till it bulged On every side, and to 
every bulge and every bracket we hilChed something or Olher till tbe 
vehicle looked like a Chrisunas tree on wheels. 

After a last checking of petrol and waler I climbed in over the rope
bound doors beside Hassan, who ""I in lordly .!ale wearing his be$1 
red fez. I let in the clutch of our hrand new car, and we slithered out 
on to the strip of mud that was called the road 10 Diwaoiyah-and SO 
my adventures began. 

This was in winter, the time of year when the roads of Iraq can be 
really muddy, and it so happened that when I &et forth it had been 
raining h.ard for twn days. The hundred and twenty mile 'road' to 
Diwaniyah was nothing mOU than • deeplY-fUUed track with an earth 
surface-no road·formation, no metaWng_and after Ihe rain it 
proved to be a squelching morass. Very few can weu anemptiug the 
journey, but with the aid of sltid-dlains, we bravely ploughed and 
splashed and bumped along. 

We passed through $Cveral Arab villages, wbere children shouted at 
uS in derision, pitched clods at lIS and grabbed at the back of Ihe car 
to try 10 ateal a ride, .. children wiU do the world over: HaSlln had to 
~ Out at times to chase them away. 

A little over balf-way betwen Diwaniyah aDd Baghdad we came to 
Babylon. The bad roads had made uS late and we still had fifty miles 
to run, so r decided I muSt come back: some other time 10 explore these 
ruins as they deserved. The fabulous old city looked as ancient u the 
desert itself as I drnve by. 11$ walls, half-ucavated, still showing lraCCII 
of once beautiful frescoes, stood out like the bones of SOme skeleton 
thaI had been better left buried in peace uoder the mouud of silt that 
ooVtted them. 1be hauging gardens of B.abylon and the palace of 
Nebuehadnnzar are now just dreary heaps of crumbling brickwork 
amid excavaled earth. I hope that SOOner or later, when archaeologists 
have learned all they need to Irnow,ltindly uature will bury these ruins 
ODCe again. It seem more than lli:ely: Ibe dUll of the desert blows 
eternally. 

11111 beyond B.abyloll.lies Hillab, one of the large tOWDJ situated Oil. 

" 
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the bructI of the euphrates that i, COl1trotlcd by !be Rindiyah Bar~ 
np, I hi&b cWo wilb IIw.:...plt:S built by BritUh COlltncton under 
the Turtiah n!1&itM bel'on: the war. Hillah is picNre$q1lO as Arab 
IOWIIS 10, foc it i. in tbe midst of date ~IIS. "bow: tbe palms rile I 
few or lhote JDUSiw and iraJ)O$iD& ret woef,,"y o:ncked and ullAfe 
TurkiJh buildi ..... lar&ely composod of bricb purloined from BIby~ 
loa. The Babylooiu bricka, be it remarked, In! amona: 1M belIt ever 
made, ud Ire IUperior 10 those burned in I raq today, bolll in tbeir 
Iwdoea and in their freedom frora lilt, whX:h ill 110 deirilllrntallO 
d nnbility. AI ooe waIb iII lhe 'sen.j' or Oovenuneot 01!\c:Q at Hillab 
One stepS on pl.vini from which the cuneiform. cht.rac":n I n ,till IIOt 
worn 011'. PerhlpllOrae of the tiles m:ord the l,wl of Khallllnunbi, 
not 10 different from those adminiltercd by the judaq who walk there 
now, foUl Ihousand yean after tbe origill.ll code wu Ii"" to the 
SumerilD. people. 

Beyond Hillah the road bccarae worse thaD. I bad dreamed a road 
could be. But tb,iJ wu the Ian lip 10 Diwaniyah-or 10 I tboughl_ 
and with tbe skid-dlaiOl swirLiOJ mud in all directiODl and the eqiD.e 
labouring in Ant pr we fo!'i"'d Jiowly ahead, mnetimea IIidiq 
bdplc:sJly into Jio»dniD.s, sometimes sluck completely in puddles of 
&lutiIIous moo a fOOl or more in depth. 00 thete 0CCISi0nJ Hassan 
dim'bed out, lrod delicately through the slush 10 !be rear of the_, 
made ifWIu as though he wue pIlJhini bud, and yeUed e..::ounp. 
menl as the wheel. SPUD. and Ibe tyres IJCW hot. It 11)'1 mUt:b fOl" 
Americ:t.D. ean thlt they stand up 10 the bull'etiD.i Ibey eet OIl IIIcb 
joutacya. M nreover, American busiMSl methods see to it tbat lpuel 
tID be purc!lI.Ied in any bazaar in the couotry. The Krvicin. of Sq_ 
lish cars did not, II Ibal time at leall, come ntar tbe Americao 
,tandard. of efficiency. 

Somebow or other we .ot twenty miles along Ibal road, cbeeNOd by 
the Iboulht that with every yard we wen: Bellini ocut:r hom .. 

Bul then ..... camo 10 the eulven. 
It looked like an ordin&ry <:ulYUI bu.ill of datc.pIlm lop ..........." 

with eanh aDd fonnina the lISuaI ho,-bad: riJioa fOlU" fe« above the 
road 1lUri'aee.. Up we nn. Crasbl We l'I'ttt tbroq:h.. There was alarJC 
bole in tbe f;l'0WlI of 1M <:ulven aDd our bad: wb<dl ~ api onjn, 
UJclealy in 1p&OC. 

We <nwled out over the ba&P1I" and lOOk JtocI: of our position. 
Th<:re ....-d no po5$ibility of. move either ba;twards or fOfWalda. 
111 !be distaoce 011 !be ri$hl"" could ICC !be do"", of a 11;1<)1'1"", but 
thore was 110 ¥eSti&c of the railway ot of DiOQIliyah. Eva! iI' we ItO-
1o&dt:d it would take much time and ..... t luck 10 Jlck IlUr car out 
"lIaide<:!. It was FIiin& dusk .lId the district hid all evil reputatio<l. 
HaSSID lUW'ed "'" it was Illore than likely wn Ibould be attacked by 
robbers, lod dc$cribed with lurid details wbat wo\lld. hlppon if '"' 

n 
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..:re. Bu! be was. ~ Eamm philosopher, and ended his terrifying 
anticipltions by rcmartin&. 'Allab Karim-God is JOOCl: 

If .nachd 1lIe really .bogle! be in • serious p~ic'nle~! with all 
there S!OrcS to lose; and &!molt as Hanan spok.e four Arabllppea~, 
coming towwil US over \be fields. 

'S.Iu.m alekum,' they ~ us. 
Hasun replied, 'Alekum .. Salaam.' 
In the gathering darknels we looked at one .nother, ()vet tbeir 

buds they wore loog '.bbu' which fell loosely to their kneel .1Id 
ullder wbleb any lEWIJIer of weapons might be concealed. Their feet 
Mre bIore and thcir punl fealUI'C$ .seen bctwccIl !be folds of their 
doakJ Mf'C u ilUCnltab1e u the desert itself. 

WbeD ..., a$ked !beir busioa.s \hqI said they were triblol Arabi from 
lIM: village, the mosque oh.bicb we CO<Ild see in the diJ\al>CC. They in 
!beir lum inquired if we ""et'C thinkin& of ltaying the night here or 
merely _tina:. or, ifneilbcr, where we rupposcd we MftI ml.king for. 
Sornebow r began to like !hCR chApslnd felt tbat if Ibey wcre robbcra 
It I n they could perhAps be pcrauadtd to leave us our boou (for il 
was the usual CUSlom 10 strip your victims naked). Huun uid tbat 
we wtre on our way to Di .... nly.h, but added that ~ were now "lICit 
-. if Ibis was nOI already obvious enough. 

'Do you thinlt YOIl au aoiDJ 10 Diwaniyab7' uid tbe Ii", IOUT
lookillj Arab and bcPII to 1&. TIle second lall&hed, the third 
laU&bed, IDdlhen the fourth joined in. 

Hassan looted lft'CII, bat repeated, 'Yes, Diwauiyah..' 
'lk Arabs ODfItinueci to 1&1I&h. 
'ThiI isn't tberoad 10 ot-fytlh, il lOCI 10 Man. You .bould bave 

turned left.t HilJah. You are OIIlhe wrong rO<l4I' they uid, and they 
laugbed Oil« more. 

In JOme OI)DSterution l lllt out the map. If, as the Arabi l$$Crted, 
that was Ki1I we could see about five milts .way 011 the . iabt, we were 
certa.inly on !be WI'OIIJ road, wdl on the way 10 Kllfah. We were only 
.bout forty miles 1"JOD&. There seemed nothing else to do now, JO I 
1aU&h<d !DO. The Ant. thouabt this was the best jot~ lbey had heard 
for 111'«0 and well' 10 pieued about il thaI they bdped \II lift aDd 
dnolthe CIt out of the bole in the C\IIw:rt thett and there. I lumcd ber 
rOUlld and poiDted bet DO$C for HilJah once apin. 

How ..., drove baet aftCl dart a100l that morass of a road I cannot 
tdl. Perhaps our own wbeel_ruts belped u., u they IOII)Ctimes do in 
hu"Y mud. Laler I became I paS! master in Ibis sort or drivioa: Illd 
&ot to know just which .kind Or mud would break tran,mission $1\.0.& 
and whicb.kind would oot. ThaI niabl, bowever, 1 was lucky in more 
...... )'1 tIwt one, and the lICW CIt IOIlICbow chumcd and ftou.nclcred 
bad: to Hillah withoul a brIIIkqe. 

In III the IarJer tOWPl 0( I raq Govunmeot Reat-Bowes had been 
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buill (or the we or officials on tour in their districu, for it was ill
adviabla that (I/Ik:en of the lUI. sbou.ld haw '0 thrust tbemlelYol 
upon local bospilalit)'--(bough sometimes tb= was DO ~\ef"D,ltivc to 

this. These 1tOII-bouses ~ lISIlalIy j",1 unfumisbed buMiDa' tlw. 
P"" Ib.ller 10 ~ woo might have occasion 10 _ tbcm tempor
arity. 

AI .... tcarc:hed. through Hillah in the darknesl tor the local fat· 
bouse the prospoo;t of spendina II llight tbete teemed none 100 joytul, 
yet better thaI thaD. to sleep in the open by the muddy roadside. When 
after foUowiollnd returnilll from IIlllllY wrong llrceU and a\leyJ I II 
1a,1 drove up to the rest-house, I was moal pleuaolly ,~ted 10 lee 

!iSba .n<1lh~ flicker of a lire within and 10 be pled cheerily by two 
other wayfart:rs who seemed already quite II hOOlC. 

'Come riJII! in out of the mud: they said, &lid I req\lind nO further 
preuina. for never bad .. dingy, Imoky room I;t by IIno bu..nc.!IO lamp 
aod I wax eatldle Ioolced SO attru:tive. A meal wu beiDs JOt ready in 
In anl\eXll and !be amtU of frying mell wu IDOtI. .uurina; to I m&II 
q.tired aod buolT)'. 

I inlfOdut:cd myself .,,4 diso;:overal who my COIIIpatUOI1S were. OM 
was the civi1lllflCOD or the district. the other &II ofIIcer of the local 
kvy troop&. They were 'old campai&Dcn' ADd mea wlKmll_1O zet 
to how well, U they ~re 00 IIUlStI.tion dury like m)'1df. LeI ... c:all 
!bern respectively Captains McNISh and Ma.vilh,' tor they bo(h 
orisinatcd north of the Tweed. The lim was • bronzed.. wiry l1li.11 of 
the R.A.M.C. ti mid tor his skill with II l bot ...... &lid hiI UII1$i!!J 
We. of a doctot'l tife amollj the Arabs. He lpoke Arabic with ~ 
mOil perfect ftuency aud was re¥tfed 1m0Dj the tribes .. a great 
healer. TM other, a taciturn little soldiet from 01a18OW with a merry 
rM fac:e, baked bard al nails by many I lona summer \IIlder desert Jun, 
wal a mall obvioully quick-witted and capable in time of duger. 

AI the dinner cooked we sat by the cocklin; fire IIf d ry camdthom 
and date fronds and I told them the nory ot my day'l IlliSldv=tllRS. 
They IIUJhed heartily at the atCOWIt of my kmi and unfonunale trip 
dowa !be road 10 Kufab, and rather blamed Hassan, DOW Imy bdptq 
with the dinMr. He wa. certaiDly my interpreter, bUl l felt ,wilily thai 
it ..... J wbo had !be map. 

'or course,' I ooocIudtd, 'those four chapI "'In pafeo:tly hannbs 
laboun=n and I don', IUppooe tbeR hat beea &DJlawlel'_' to apeak 
of in thiI COIIlltry .moe we took it out of TIIrl:il.h 1w>dI; nOf Likely ..... 

'We'"" both .... n 100 much of Iraq to be abk to shan that 0ptim
ism,' Wd McNish. 'Those Arabs you met bappencd 10 be aood 
fello ...... Some art, but DI&lly aren't. However, dinner iI ",rved, 10 Jet'. 

I Wbon rcfcninl in IbiI _ to poOpIo ,Wl __ ,"Ill ~,IotiIkM"'" 
ba ... boon ftMl)' ......... 
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go aDd encourage lbe cook, and for your "<'ry Ooecssal)' oducalion 
as Dewcomer we'U tell you some stOliet of the district later on.' 

Half aD hour later with pipes 6110d .ad a pleaunt lense of comfort 
withill., "rewmed to tho: lire, and the .. orld seemed as if itlwl al...,. 
beeD full of peace and coatea_to Yet T knew I bad better lima 
carefully to what tbcIe!!)ell bad to say, as I noticed now for lhe first 
time tJu,t as we sat and tlU::ed there were riflet and piltols within ell)' 
rell:b alld a sentry could be heard tramping ouaide Ihe door. 

'You have today by mistake visited a most not:lblc place,' Iolid 
MeNilb. 'Probably the beI"",,,l, and. in my opinion, lhe moOS! un
ncocs<lJ)' 1_ of Britilh life in tbiI country since the faU of Kut-d
Amuab, oo:urred on lhal Kufab road. Ukc 10 h"'lr about itT 

'1 certainly should: I replied .Iacrl),. 
'Well, IhiI II what happened: pjd McNish. 'Ourinilhe Arab ~It 

apinJt tbo: Britisb in 1920 a battalion oCtile Manchester Rqiment _ 
ovawbdm<d I>QT JGII. "They bad been acnl OIIt 10 rdieve tbo: prrison 
at Kutu. .. bic:b. .... , be&ieced by the Arabs, but before they reacbed 
the belu.lI'ered town,.nd owing to the f.ilure 10 find drinkina·watcr 
" hue expected, the order was given tor tbe column 10 retire 10 Hillah 
iD the darkDesa. The rebelln"besmca, hovering on the ~Ics, bada'l 
dared to attack in !he daytime, bul a niahl marcb Oftr thai broW. 
COUDIt)' pve them just the cIwK:e for whicl:I they bad waited. 

'III SlImmer the desert between H m.h and Kutlh II a mue or dry 
wateroounes alld ditches, over wruth field-gunllnd wbeeled tranlport 
could be dragged. only with the greal ... 1 difficulty .ven in dayli&bl 
The previOIll day had been loa&: aoo lCOfChingand there had been 001)' 
bnctiab .... w- to drink, which eveA the cameb bad reflUCd. Thill !be 
troops were certaialy iD DO condition for !he march they !\ad to under
take. Had \hey stayed. where they were III ml&bl have been weU, for 
they could probably have reached !lie E uphratet nut morning. 

'llI I%I.lD.)' _~ the Arabs fCIOllIble lbe "pi" dOllS or their villaps 
thai _ awdt or even &how hostilil)lllDtil they blow their ~ il 
already ill difli<:ultiea. So !lie tribeilmeo <:&Ille 0111 10 a_it their cbapce 
and knew jusl when to ~. 

'After niJbtf.U, from Ihe perfect cover oftbe ditches, they opened. 
fire on the Itruglinl ~tcaIl\s. "The coluom .... thrown intn COD
fusioo and. became _tiered in the datk.ac:ss. AD heroic effort 'nI 

IlI&de to counter ... naclr: and win throu&h to HiLlah, but the rernn&gt 
thaI flIfvivod the retreat was less than half the battalion that bad let 
out to the relief or Kut.h. There we .... heaV)! British ca$llllliet and 
many of the mea rot lOll in !lie night and wen taken prisoners by Ih& "' ........ 'A Iidd·SW had 10 be abandoned by !be MaDCheslerl after they bad 
removed the ~ to reader !be weapon uselea; bul thai was 
by DO mealll the Lut we beacd of that particulat ei&hlcen-pounder. 
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'Speaida, of Mid.".....· the civillW'JlCOll OOQtilIued, 'While IIllhii 
..... happenin, lleaf Kift, I was myself Mill another colUlPn .bouI; 
thirty milca ...... y KcOmp&!1yinJ the train llIu ... evaaaatiq 
Dinniyall and oomiD, aOfthward. We made 11_ proaras, tor thc 
ubelJ had de$U'O)'ed the whole kDgIh of the n.ilway, .Dd our en&in
em, pro!el:Cod by machiJ>e...cuo picl::eu, had to repair almosl evet'/ 
fOO! oC the IiDe. Meanwhile. II close behiDd II !hey dared approach. 
tbe Arabi PIilled il up again. Fortullltely we wue .. bIe to keep them 
al a respectful dinam:e by sheUin, th<:m with ihnIpllei, bUI tome of 
the cmpty ,brapncl-ases happened In faU amO!1& our own Indi&n 
rurprd and onc man \IIU wounded severdy. 

, "Why didn't you chaps ~p out of the .... y of those faUi~ 
ihnIpnel-ose,T' I a$ked him wben I was dm.Iilll his wound. 

, "Oh," Rid the cuualty, "we didn'l think lIIyone could set b un 
by tbose thiDP bccaUSl: tbey bad gone off already." 

"lbat railway liM was • cursed thina: to It)' to dctcnd and tbc ... wen: 
some desperate .6JbIS .1001 it. The most beroic of aU _ II Samawah, 
D.intty milca IOIItb of here_ The evaeualinj tniD. MlII off the rtiIt a.od 
couldn't be JOt onapin. "Th<= wm= only two or three IDCQ in cIw1e, 
but they refllsed to surrender to the rebds aDd. with their piJlok bdd 
se".,ra] hundred Arabi in check. At b.st the tniD ...... tel. DO. f\rec a.od 
thcdefenderl: had to .. bandon il ; theD they foup! Oil! ill the opca I.D4 
.old lIItir U_ dearly. The Arabi sliD speak with wonder of Ihooc 
mad "En.&lisea" .... ho refused to surrender. 

'But you make McTavish here teU you how tbc prriloD U I::uflh 
&01 OD .ner tbe Manchcsten failed to 111m up to rdleve tbcm,' COD-
duded tho dQc:tor aJ be reaclted for the matcheJ to ... lIpt hi. pipe. 
'He was one of the lads who bas good rQSO!1 to kno ... ,' 

MeT.vi,b demurred wben it came to t&lkina: ahoul hil own u _ 
ploilS, but 6naUy"&:reed to do his bit lOVI'ardJ lbe evenintl enttrtain
menlllld my education. 

'WeU. we bad plenty of ammunition', he hepa, 'and • 'ttOn&lY 
foni5cd position in the beart of lbe city ouly about I mil< (KIll!. lhe 
~t GIOIQuc of Ali. Kwah, you know, i' ..... oflbe _t holy pJaces 
iD the whole Moblmmed'Q world for the S\liahI, as it ",,, , !>ere that 
Ali who foundoed tbc:it sect was said to ha"., heelI",urdeml.bout 1M 
ICVCIIlh century. 

'On ~ oocasio<u: "'" were attacked IJId at orae ItaF 1M Arabi 
even .. ttempted to tunnel under our defenc:el. B~t we had JOOd waIlI 
roWld the barncb and enoup machiDe-1JIlll'I IDOOO\Cld 011. them to 
beal off .. ny direct IUlU]L 

'The gun .. too, commanded the Eupbnt .. wbic:b ..... nallt put 1M 
bllT1lw beside the quay-waD or Ia.nding-plac:e. He~ " an extra belp 
in our defence we bad tbe liul< ri".,r gunboat Rufty. Sbe WII moored 
.. , our froDt door, 10 to speak, and the pOp'ay which ran OD to htl' 
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Land of Eternal Conflict 
this we were u lui. rdicw4, ~I il lOOk lit _ Jooa: lime to act fit lpill 
after thai horse-llesb diet. 

"I'h= were • rew loyal Arabs who ttuck by us during !he liese. 
Oae told w afterwlrdll how the field'iun b.od been aimed II lhe 
F1rW by the Anobs who didn'l lrnow a lrun, about the lights. They 
.m.ply looked throup !he band before !hey k>lded. As to .. ben !he 
missinl bo:cch-bIccl: came from, that'l sliD . mystery In I1$. The-'OI)' 
Joel thai !he rebels illdenlCd on !be Britisb 0rdt&&D0e Deputmcal at 
BasJuWl, aDd wue l uppLiod! 1\ sounds hiahlY probablo to me,' and 
llie Scotch ofticcr lI.uPed u lie finished rut IDOCkst SlOry ollhe 
hlItorie defew::e or Kill_b. 
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CHAPTER II 

Diwaniyah 

D iwalliyah il only I. Imall Arab town situued on I. canal, yet it is 
the centre of I. wide tribal district wbich embraces all the brancltcr; of 
the Euphrates tbereabouts and extends IOU!hwW to tbe fringe of the 
peat Arabian Desert. 

The tOWD bu Ibe inevitable baDI.r with narrow, smelly, roofed-in 
ItRets, a railway llation and I. serai or block of Gowl'IlmCnt ollices 
built of poor bricb in the aude Turkish Ity\e. Within the ...m Ire to 
be fOlUld the rooms of !be o!licials of w. depI.rtnlen!:! ol lrription, 
AdmlnIstratioa, CUstoms and R~uc, ud or the Law CourU, the 
Treuut)' aDd the Jail, 00( to meJltiOD lho$e of !be Public Worb 
OepartmaIt to whioch I bdoaged. We were ac:oommodltcd in two 
rooms wilb dollied root!, in one of which Jewisb c1crb dealt wilb 
ICCOUn!:! and typed letters and reports with that buloinw abilily which 
distiniuilhel tbil race Ibe world over. In !be other were drawin, tables 
and cupboards lUll of pl&ns aDd matheml.tical i1l$trumcnts which 
make the eqinecr feel It home wherever ho may be. 

Ouuide in the general courtyard there rose a perpetual babble of 
voices rpUldn8 Arabio--,a language I waJ already beginning to learn. 
Petitionera in law cases argued in tones 0( hiah altercation, lIilted 
periodically by the melancholy cadences of the court-<:rier from the 
balc;ony 100..: l.IIllouneilll judgments and ClUing the neW cases. A 
rattle of chaias and I cl&tter of riftc:s and 0)1.01 loud, sbarp orden 
told _ .... beI> I bevy 01 prisoncn in their I"'y-wbite OOIlvict clolhcs 
wac boinJ escorted £rom their oc!.ll for iabo'" duties, usually clLail)£d 
band « fOOl. 

The DiWllliyah ...m was a buiIdini typica.l of tbe old Turkish 
.d",iniltraUoa. It hid been am<kmrw! by my department .. rotteD. 
IIId unsafe, but ...... Uil1 iD we for want of fWld! to build • 00 .... one. 
No doubt tho Turb WOIlld bave aiveo the u_ ruso.n for their 
ne~ of it, 10 o»c must not cri~ too Jevcrely. 

There was indeed one Iwvi\\1ll. of tho TurtiJh dai= that 1 thor
oqhly .pproved of. Copious trays of tea Ind coffco were provided 
every hour or 10, broug:ht in by old men o:alled 'chaicbil', to all the 
offices io tlU1l and offered to everyone who otig:ht chanoI: to be tb=. 
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Diwaniyah 

The lei was Jerved in very small, II&n'OW-waisted a:\&ISeI with I!IIdI 
IIIPI' but 00 miB:; I.lId coffee was dnmk U I thict III1ld from I 
!bimble-like ClIp. I foUDd that bolh lei a.Dd coffee bad • very delirabk 
\nDqultmin, effect Upoll the troubled .trum or bum&nlty !hat Gowed 
ia put the IC1II1)' at the ICR.i doorway from the lutbuleat desert ...... 

AeroM the road the bospilll, also I relic of Turtilh Ii ...... _ III 
oft'eDOl: not 10 be COlIdoned. 'The waIh were enclced, tbe rouJb poplar 
beamJ oCthe roof were broken I.lId saggins ud patcbed between "'t& 
'scrim' to keep scorpions, I.DU and dirt from droppin, on the palimu 
... they Lay 011 the earth 1I00r groaniog in tho lIoisy way Arabi ha.ve 
wben litll:. To live the place the proper mcdieal odour. or perbap:s to 
oboeure wone smelIs, earu of dlslnf<Ctant 'fo'CR povred over the Iloor 
by the one-e~ Arab orderly.l'ext door was tbe operatiDt theatre, a 
room much like the otben, but a little IIIIallcr I.Dd .bam,a $lab table 
in the centr!!. There WQ win: pllU over the window opeoinp to keep 
out tbe lliCl, thoup this _rood to be m.o.inly for the lake or appear· 
I.lICCf, ... tbe insccu could a:od did enter ... fredy ... they wiIhed 
tbzou&h tbe broken door, which would never more tIw:t IIIlf Ihut. 
The ftoor lIoped 10 a """p in the middle Icadiq 10 the usual cesspool 
beneath, intO which refuse front the opcratill, table Of from the co]. 

bpsiQ, roof coWd be coovuUcotly swilled. lbue ftI the l&IIIC dram-
1# in the courtyard outside; hut, u these SllD)PlIed oowbere. they 
were llSU&Uy, Ira tbe wintcr-tiJ:Dc at least, in aD ovedlowill' coDdition 
I.Dd. the smeD of disinfectant was no! alway. the pm:kniaut 0 .... III 
the womm' ..... rd there were even a few tron bedlteadl, thouab they 
were seldom IIJ11d; Arab wOlDCn prefer to lie 011 the bard around. 
Accurate diaJlloPJ and treatment wu IImOrt imponible, II these 
women rIlfuJlld to like off their '<eils, let alone their abba, 10 tbey lay 
and wailed on tbe 1I00r believing: that the maaicaI ioft.lleDDc or !he 
1I0ble 'Kham-Kbana' or bO$pj~ buildin, (they bad probably_ 
seen a better) WOIlkI cure them of all iUs U lIIn:ly III the wonderful 
apple of Prince Ahmad was Wd to do in tbc Arabian Nip .lOrie$. 
One orJllyJintjoblwu 10 inspect and rIlpOrt 00 !be COCIdilioo o(~ 
buildm,. 1 did tbiI ill JUCh a .... y that eva> the ICfious.IlliDdtd Jft'i&b 
<:!erk &rinned u be typed tbc Icport. Then: is a DeW hoIpiw in 
Diwaaiyab _1 

I fOl1lKl 1II)'IdJ' Ira eItarp! of a """y mixed ataII' at DiwaaiyalL In 
idditioll 10 the Jewisb cIerb there "'IS a bull/. lDdiaa Sikh IlI.IIII:d 
Natba SiJI&b., wbo aeted as senior llllpervisor. H~ had. ebecry IIIIik 
and aood IIWlfICt$, but his grcatesl ISICt .... thaI K never c0m

plained, nO Jllatter w""n: "" was se.ot or wbat job be .... liveD. 
Further, I hd • BaJbdad Chrislil.D, a Kurd, I.Dd. • TUrkilh earpe4ter, 
all of them willina enough blltno"" posscssioa tbe tochllieat ability of 
the Sikh. They were ICItlered here and there ill charlO ofvatiowjobl 
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Diwan/)'Qh 
thea in prolJeSl. The lDdi&a was driYiIli piles for a loq brid.p over 
OM 01 the braacbes of the Euphnlos, the othtn w=: buildini bIoct· 
bo\Ixf; or matin, road&. Curiously enough, !be Christi&a _ bIllY 
erectiIIj: a liM DeW fCbooI in Ibe Holy Oly of Naja(, .. bero !be &Old. 
plated dome of Ibe hu", mosque of AJj aJeams afar 0_ desert &ad 
manh, IlId to wbleb corpse. art brou",t for burial from the ends of 
lbe Shiah Mohammedan world. Formerly Christians entering Najaf 
were murdetM, but bere WLi Jaeque, T~ building a s<:booll 

The $traII&eSt I11I.II of all my mff was Fauah Bey. One day In old 
I11I.II came into my office willi a letter from my Dircclor at Bagbdad 
aUi\Ij; me to find him a job, if possible. He could speak litlle Anb;(: 
IlId no En&lish. but addreacd me inl1l1eDl German, alangllfl~ I can'l 
even pretend to UI'Idustand. Tbe Jewish derk came 10 my belp willi 
hi, kaowled~ of Turkish &ad ft beard lOme part of Ibe 'lory 01 
F.tt&h Bey, ex-Cokwd ofTurkilb eIlJioeera, ex-autoc!ian or British 
prisooerIoof.1I/1f in Turkey, &ad one-time opponent of Mustafa Kemal 
Pasha. AI his lUtimonials a ItraD~ coUection of documents wu laid 
on ~ table before me, curiosities indeed. There wen: diplomLl in 
engineering from ~ important Guman univen;ly where Fatte Bey 
t..d been educated, pres. cutlinp tdlina of Ibe darilli felts he had 
performed in Ihe TIlrco-Grecian WUI &ad IettCfS from certain cele
brattd British Idmirals &ad aoldicn thInking him for his kindly treal· 
mellt of priIoom wbo had been under his cIwp:. Wbea I uked why 
he hid left Turkey he c:onl'eued wt he had bcen boniob'" from his 
native lmd be<:all$<: of his politX:ai ...riYitics, aftd that be would be 
put to death im""""iu c1y should be retum. I took the old m&a on my 
Jta1f, and he proved a willinl worker &ad seemed satisfied with his 
bumble job. Perhaps he had once uplred to be the Ieldor of all 
Turkey, bUl l hesil.lted 10 qucatiOll him, &ad he for his part remalncd 
slletat co.nceming the mystery lWTOundiq his banishment. 

Tho &n:alell engincerinl dit!kulti .. I aperienced in !he Diwaniyab 
Ii ... wen: Clued by 400dI Oil ~ Euphrates Ri_. Floods 0ttUr 
aJIlIgaJJy &ad have doDo SO lor tbOU$knds oI)'C.1.C$. Roads are wa5bcd 
out ud bridJU, buildillp, &ad C\'eII whok to1llDl, may be endugem1 
if DOt destroyed. 'The chief reatOG lor luch wide inundalioo ;. thaI the 
ri_ by ill 01IID ddtaie actiora in dcpolitiag WI has p-adually built il.l 
bed hi&her !han the leve] of !he $WTOUDdin1 ODUD.try. 'The Ant. 
attempl to ~ the ri_ in it! ebawlel by keeping '!he ballb ill 
repair, but in 1100d·time il lI$uaUy breakJ Ihrougb tOlDtwbcre, the 
breacb quid!y widens and the whole lurroundini COWlUy il lub
merged. Whell the ftood.wat." rec:edc it;$ IOmetimes [oWld It..lthe 
riY'Cl has <:bOlCn a completely new course, bul usually Ibe breach can 
be rtpIired &ad made oafe for &IIOtbcr y..,. 

I!Yu in ordinaly )'W'I !he qllllltily of water.:arried down by tbetc 
riven at IIood-time iI teD timca!he .IIow in !he Io ....... ter _; and 
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Diwaniyah 
when tbe rainfall On the phin. has beell.pccially bu.vy and SYlIChrOIl. 
iRs with a rapid melting of the snow on the high mountains of the 
north where the riven rise, there may be sudden and tremendou< floods 
On the Tigris and Euphrates. 

The flood of 1928 was a most seri~ ooe, and more than half the 
arahl.land of the district was inundated. Leagues of flat country wen! 
IiteraUy converted into rippling <X:ean$, and often LS far u the eye 
could see there was no land in sight Tents, animals and even men 
were wllis,,"d off on the rising waters, and nearly aU travelling hid to 
he done by boat. In Iraq many of the roads are formed on bunds Or 
high embaokmeuts, which are supposed to raise them above flood 
level. These were cut through in many places, and the floating bridg<:3 
o""r riven and .,.oals bad to be temporarily dismantled to save them 
from bei.ng washed away. In my shaUCIW-draugbt 'bonum' r saiJed for 
miles over VD.$I newly.formed lakes, only a few dale-palms appearing 
here and there above the water where the zardens and viUag<:3 bad 
Once been. 

All the Semitic migion$, Helmw, Christian, and Mahomm«ian, 
have stories of vast floods that covered the whele earth. Sir Leonard 
WooUey teU. us lhat the Hood meut;oned in the seventh chapter of 
the Sook of Iftnesi. undoubtedly oo::urred in Mesopotamia, when 
'the walen prevailed exceedingly upon lbe earth; and all the high hills, 
that were under the whole heaven, were covered'. A3 r sailed my un· 
wieldy craft, .,.ulked witb Dalive bltumenjust LS was the Ark of Noah, 
over the flooded plains, loolcing for landmarb that were Once: our 
roads and bridges, and brought the workmen to safety with lOme at 
lea$t of their belongings, r realized that thi, story of the fin! 1l00d 
originated in ''elY ttal experienoes. 

The Rebellion of 1920 bsd Oared first and worst in this district, and 
many Antb LS ,,'ell os British li_ had been lost here. The otajority of 
the Arabs of Diwaniyab however ~ not nOW openly bo.tile to the 
British office" wbo rem.ined . In fact, the tribesmen and the poon:r 
folk were usually trusting and friendly; but the leadiDg tOWll!lpeople 
_mtd jealous and inclined to resent the influence: of the Engli.sb, 
and perhaps this was only natural. 

Among the Antbs were some who realUed the advantage tbey had 
gained and wbo remained conoi$tently loyal, often al considerable ION 
10 tbemselves. One tribal chieftain al Oiwaoiyah wbo had lent a help
ing hand to several EngI.isIlInen in those times of trouble, extended his 
ho~pitality 10 me when I arrived. Well do I remember the Arab ban. 
quet at which I wos the guest of bon Our. My digestion fouDd it difficult 
10 cope witb the extensive and un\lSlla! menu and r took daY' to 
fttO','Cr completely; but that does notlesseQ my gratitude for an old 
man's ltindoess 10 a lonely engineer. 

W. sat round a large tray on the ground with our Iep (:tOssed under 
o 33 



Diwaniyah 
-me soles of the feet D)\ISt _ be turned lowardt l.Dyonc, to!" 
WI is ut=ndy ~ awmers. Anb Krvl.DtI brouaJIt ill the camlllly 
prepmd roeal. OIl lDUIy NnalIer tn.)'!' and IiCt !hem betore IlL We 
bepn with Dutch beer and kttooe. Theta came a lamb roasud whole 
and mIffed with nisill', allnonlb and lpices. Aa:on.!inl to the CUltom 
of the II.Dd the meat was torD in pieces by our holl IIId passed round 
toactl>er with the stuffinl in Jllle bandfuls. The .Y", which i. con
lidered the most debate titbit of aU, was offemi to me, but I politely 
refused it, and instead was Jiv«a a portion of the tail wbleb, from these 
tll·tailed desert sheep, II rally ddiciolll. Meat, together wilb handfuls 
of rice, "'"&I laid 011 llat thin sheets or 'khubz' or unleaoened bRad, 
which .... then folde<1 over to form a "",hac that could be COllvcyM 
to the DlOUth (etiquttte demanded thai the right band only sbould be 
uted) alld Dibbled Dr ",lp<d accordinJ to DOC" 5kil1. 'Tho mem: 
audibk!be masticatiOIl the better, U this showed bow mIlCh the food 
was being ""joyed. FoUowin, the meat and rice, or rather ..... ulllM
oUlly with it, for all the dishes lay On the lra.y together, we were Jiven 
a kind of chutllcy and ri<:e wrapped in vine leaves, $OIDC sweet C(lnfee
lionl thlt I cannot 1I.lllIC, and JinaUy l.arac Basrah datel dipped in the 
'libtn' or buffalo bulter_Dlilk whicb makes such aD. amui.naly fiDe 
drinIc in these hot clin:Iala. For the datcl it was provided thiek, lik. 
junket, but there was also a bowl of DIilk-1ike oonsistmey .. bleh was 
passed rouDd for aU to drink CrOD! in turn. At the e:od of the banquet 
camt TurtUb cofi"ee IDd cipRttel.. • 

In Iraq tbe catiq of II>CIlt tol'Clber is considcrc<:I a .... ry iDlporW!t 
matter IDd is umaUy reprded u a pledge of friendJhip; but it i. 
IW'III'IIY 10 lcam the c:orrcet etiquette or the hO$lIDd !til p.o.rty will. 
feel mO$l ullCOlDfortable. Fortunately I had been told about the 
various customs, and linoe thi. notable Anb conililued my sood 
friClld while I was in Diwaniyah, and often visited my bouse, my mil' 
tal:t:t cannol b., .. been 10 Bapant that tbey could n01 be overlooked. 
Th~ were two Brit4b offiotn attached to the '!iwa. wbeD. t arrived, 

ODe !be lfIspccti.o., 0fII0er ot Pollee, the other the AdDlini.tnti .... 
lnspoi;tor. Both "'...., II)ClI wl>o t.ncw !btU busiI1css well or they would 
lKIt have been pol in chup of thlI turbulent area. 

n..... wm: aboul ci&bl hwtdred mounled polioe ill the Diwaniyah 
distritt, with a wikin, force of three bundred quartered in the larJc 
bimcla in the to'llJl, behind which wu the II.DdillJ (lrQuod for aero
piID.CI. It wu a stirrinl sigbt to sec !be mounted polio. on plrade. 
The Anl>lare fane riden, and 10 also are the Kur<h wbo formed • 
larse portion of thil 'geodarmuit'. The police officer, Captain Bent_ 
ley, C&DW: from a Brit4b cavalry reaiment, and therefore tbe eq.,jp
menl and unartncst of the force wnc wdl-ni&h pt:fcct, and the 
dtilliD, IDd lI).ll)ttIl..nn, alWl)1'p1cDdidly executed, ill 'pite of the fact 
IhI.I every hone _ aD. Anb ItalliOli. M .... iljc-nt boag they ~ 
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100, not nearly u bij U In ~h bunttr, but bardi=r (or lbe kind of 
",ork they had 10 periorm-toll3joumeys 0._ desert laDds with little 
food or _ler. llle e.u.mple ofthc Britilb ofIi<:c .. irl l raq hal eradicated 
mucb of thai llepect and abuse of animals WI ulllortlllWely chane
ten- the Eut. A poIK:emaa m.ighI be acusod dill)' for .oDIe miDor 
or _ imaiinary sick..... without mIlCh qllCltion, but let his hone 
gel • JOrC back or let him leave some Ilijht iqjury IlDCI.nd ref, Ibm 
woe betide bim. Tbc result was thai every hone 00. the pande-srouDd 
"'oDe wilb weU-Jroomed fitness. A finer sight I have nefti" seen than 
the char", of the !Olli line of stalUons thundcrinl and mOMio,lC1'I,lQ 
the desert urodrome, led by their offi(:er on billaU thoroughbrc4. 

When, ... often happened, 1 had to do. inve.stiptiOD work for road$ 
Or bridges in distant spots to. which no. car could take me, I had to 
borrow I ho .... from tbe local po~ce post wherever I happened \0. be 
'oul in the blue'. The Arabs seemed to have the idea that.U EDgtisb
men ~ U &ood ho!'$C!Dea as Bentley, for I wu urualIy eivm the 
wildest animal they could produce. I had done very )jule ridina: lince 
I was. boy, SO ",ben no. the lint ofthcse occasionl l (oODd thai thc 
~ cboIcn for me bucked, J promptly dislIlounted Ind ~baDpd it 
tnr aaOlber that bolted Itn.ijhtway. lbe track led alOQlI rail ... y llno, 
Ind only by • llIirade was I able to hep the eruture out of tile 
lleepm till It Icntth I managed 10 pull him up. fOl1lW.ldy my ridiD, 
p-aduaIly impl"Oved, for those hofSC$ CUI be wicked and dif&cull beaus 
10 control; and oflea I fol.Uld it a1moct impouible to Ill...,.." a 
unnae Anb ItalliOIl thai had IIOt bceII riddal for lOme weeu. On one 
ocasion the mOlDellt I was mounted my lteed .,.,.. olr lib: a roctet.. 
As Wi: were 011 open desert with veJY few ditehe$, I ckcldod to let him ,0 till he was tir«! and more controllable, but soon realized that the 
beast had nO intention of givillJl in. For six mile. we fairly new over Ihc 
plains and my companions were left far behind . I pulled It tho reins 
until my IwIdJ were blistem1 and raw, and eventually ltopped the 
brute lp.i.c.st I ..... ter.()()U!"Je. But even al tho end of that terrific effort, 
he was quite preplred to 5lI.rt of! as wildly as ever, and the Arabi 
asscn thai I &nod thoroup.bred in thU: IIlOOd will never &i-.e in owio& 
10 fatigue, but will dash 00 till he drops dcAd. 

OI'Ien half !be tro\lblc with Ihcse hofSC$ m- from the use at the 
ED&Jisb instead of the Anb bridle !bey ate IC:CUSIQJDtd 10. Tba proper 
Arab &<&f for I bone', head. ha5 no bit, nothUIa whatever in tbe 
mouth. hlilUd there iI a curious little chain whicb aoe:s rollQd. tbe 
nose like I hal~ and 10 the end of this is anachcd a IiG&Je Rill by 
whjch the b_ is auided by pulling 10 left or right. and !be anima! 
readily p.llops jf the rdo is let a Iillic loose: the horses ICCIll happier 
with tbil lingle rein and are actually much easier to control. If.u.ob 
bridlCl Ire betlc:r for these steeds, nothing can be said in ravour of the 
resl of the Anb equipment. The police had EnaJisb wldJ .. , but the 
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native saddlel that I ollen II.ad to we ~re a CURe. The ItimJps, made 
of lhfet..irOll, ftrt 110 wide and II.ad . uch sharp oomen that they could 
be v.sod Q IpIIl1 if n 'ry. "They buag directly under 1M Kat. and 
not forward, u on the Enalish Jtildle, and ..... re atwz)'l teo .hort, one 
almost invariably lhorter than the other, and they could not be 
adjusted. The &elt ,..u IIW"O'N and ulICOmfOl"tlble .nd to keep the r_ 
ic \hi: JtirrupI required an apWa' COIltortion or the kllCCl, "'hi~ to 
let them daDale free aUowcd the fOI'inging JtilYUjIS to hit the hone', 
ribt and drove himeruy. Many ..... re the miserable hours lhal I spenl 
in th_ nalive .. ddIQ on loag warisomc:joumcys before r ~ 
_tomcd 10 them. They were made or coloured leather Vl'ith gaudy 
turcJl and banliDp; the 'NOOdcn pommel .... U$ually adorned with 
brill, or, On the saddles of Ihe imporlanl sheikh., eYen wilh gold. 

Yel th • .., "'= IIII.C)I compen$ltions.. To 10 for a good pllop;o a 
OOlDpaDy of tbeIe Anb hones, their heads hip in 1M .ir, their loaa 
_ell and taib !lying in the br<QC, 1IfU ample reward for the discom
fort of the saddle. The AnIbt themsel_ with their coloured abbas ... d 
kefiyalu 1trw:ninJ behind them. u !bey leaned fOnl'3fd on their horse&' 
lIo<:CkI loooked TIll pifi.c:eul -ma: ewer \be desert; and bo,.. the ho .. 
loved tho ohilan.tion of the race I . 

LeI me return 10 the police and their work in Diwaniyah. The WOf
rics ... 1I.Itd 10 IIIC bytlood$ and borse& were temporary and iDSigniDcanl 
matten compaml to the troublea and n:spoDlibilitiQ: of my 000l
paoioru ofilia admlni$Uativc ~ of the \iwa.. 

Practically CYefY Arab tribesman had a riOe hidden $(Imcwhere 
which could be produced It short notice, thou&b the law forbade them 
to carry fIreanns. The police then:fore oftea met with detenoioal 
oppo&itioD .. beD!bey oct out to arrest murderers and. robbers. Never
thelw wroag-doers ..... re usually Cluglll on the dcseru; Or in the 
.t1WIbcs, thougll often It greal sacri/loc to the patio!:, and DlUrdetui 
'Mm .ctually banged in tbc main meet or Diwaniyah as • &rim 
warm.., to otberI. 

Th. Publio Worb Department 10 wbioh I belonged contributed iu 
shan lowardJ IletUrina croer. No leu lhan live large bride-fortresses 
had been COC$tnx:ted &lid .un DlOR were to be buill in in&!Y""Isibie 
p1accs wbe~ boiti~ty wu feared. These fortt, 5;tlll.ted JO lhal then 
....... clear t.dd of view all round them, we~ usually IQUire in plan 
and II.ad baslioo towen It each comer. Both bastions .nd walls were 
loopholed tor ri&-.fi.re, and CDC side of the fort 'AS termed by \be 
1Ovemmcnr. o/Ii<:Q or * ..,..; .. bieb .... unWly iDcotponted in 
tbesc large pollee posll. Behind u.- cffioes, within. IllUSive brick 
wan with . 'lTODg IIccl door, was a COUrtylrd for the <:ameli and 
borse& of the po1ice, and alwa)" • -u of sood water. The .. orl:::man
ship and an:bit<cture 0I'eR of a hi&b IW>d.ard and \hesec ho.iklinp 
fhculd WI tor OCD.ttmt.. We often aperieJK:ed greal di1Iicul.ly in 
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constructin, luch forts, both in transporting material! and in per. 
5uading men to work far from the C(l1f~hopi alld bazaan of Ibo 
towns in hoItile territory. 

LeI us like tile $lory of !be buildi", of the block-houses in !be 
Southern Des¢rt ",hich borders Dhwniyah 10 !be IOUth.west, and of 
!he Englishman ",1'10 was howu as 'Abu Hunaich', who broke !be 
power of lhe nOlorioul raider, FaU-al Ad.Dawish, and averted .. ar 
with Arabia. 

A .... bia .... II thai time be~ to be hO$tile to the kin&dom or 
Iraq. The rulOn lay;n tile r_ thaI \be Wahabi or Pltrn.n Ieacler or 
!he Arabi, King 100 Saud, had diJplaoed Kin, Faisal'. falber, King 
H ussein, u ruler of the Hejaz. The dream of thaI United Arabia, 
comprised of aU !be Arah-speakioi pe<lples oflbe old Turkish Empire, 
bad fallm through owiq to thi! dilputed question of leaderUip; IJId 
the hi$&OriC .... rk of La ............. Newcome and. otbeB in unltio, the 
Arabi dllM,1be ""II bad been lar,.lly 1II!do..e by the ARbs them
selvCl, as teems inevitabl ... hil. Arab eharacter rema.ins unchanged. 

Ther. bad bee.o no boundary bel","n A .... bia and I raq wb.n these 
~re both plrt of the old Otloman £mpire, aud !he IOlIlhel1:l tribes 
migral£d freely from Arabia up !be Euphrates. Hence ",hen it 1I'U 
proclaimed by Britain thai I bolll>d.ary mwt be observed 00. huodnd 
miles lOuth·west from !he Ellphrates, tbe.-e was JlSw dlDger of war. 
The A .... b tribes near tbil border ~re aa:USlomed 10 mo,"" abollt 
continually In seatcll of fresh pasluru, alld they took 00 DOti~ of !be 
injUDCtions that they lhoWd not CCOM ioto Iraq territory. The kdOll:in 
love to SO where !bey wish, free as the daert air !bey bralbe, raidiII, 
!.heir rivals if the chance comes their way. Some friction .... e:.pecttd, 
but nothiD' of I $OriOIil n.lure. Unfortu .... l.ly. how.ver. Ih= arote a 
veritable f.natic by tb. name of Fa.iul Ad-Dawish, Chief of the 
I1wah Mutair, and leader of the Ikhwl.n, who raided I1Vtr the frontier 
desoendiD, upoD, 1ootina: and lcillUtt thOle tribea that preferred 10 
aoce-pc !be jurisd;alon of Britain and tbt Qovemment of Iraq. It was 
00 mere bout thai !bit raider bad killc4 ei&hly-!lille men wit.b bU own 
hand. 

The l lchwaD (or 'brothers') wen CJltrelnely flUJatieal Mahommcdln 
Puritans. "They neither IIDOlttd nor toucbtd Illcohol as do less striI;t 
MussulmeD; they worsbipped only !be Prophet Mob.m ...... alIowin& 
DO pia« to his variOIil rtlativos .. hom tbe Shia.hs bold in re..-ere-. 
Thus they looked UpoD IU ot.bers, wb.ther Mabommed·n, Christian 
or Jew as libertines and idolaters fit ollly Cor death: moreover Ibey put 
these sentiments into prao;ti~, and it 1IfOuld have &QDC lard. with \be 
Euphrales towns had !be Ikhwan tribesmm Ittacked thctu. in foros. 
They loved war and murder and in battle il was aid they would clwp 
=kle$sly apin!l mocbi_cura fire, plasteriDg their f_ wilb !.he 
blood oC their faUen coml"llde •. 
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Tbe seriousness or the silllatiOO became evident wbea JeYefal Aids 
'tIICR madt by Faisa! Ad.Dawish, and he I10t only carried off !loeb 
and berds but ruthlessly murdered aD the tribe$.poopJe he cooqoered. 
This happenC>d f.r 0111 in the desert, 10 that by the time the Qe'OII'II 

reacbcd Bagh<lad tbe raiden ~ wdlll.way with th~r spoil •. 
M Britain wu still the Maudatory PC>wtr in I raq, aeropl.nes WeR 

brnugbt into use; but it was found that news of Ih. raid, aiwaYI came 
tno laic-the raider! !tad vnnilhC>d. Even if the lkhwln were di$
«Ivered, lbe ainDen had no eat)' lasl< when operalina: hundreds of 
miles from their 1lCllre51 base. The pla.nes were liable 10 be lhot down 
when 8yilli: low in order 10 be lIbJe 10 distilllUWI Ibe raiden from 
peacdul tribesmen; at times pilOil .... re Ioct in the terrible dUSlllOtmS 
of W cksert and had to make a fot=!. Iandin&. wbeo !boy were in 
an"" danlU from thint or from a rifle huIIet of the enemy. 

In "",h cin:tuns1alK:eS it WQ dvided 10 build blo<:l<·houses in lhe 
vicinity of the frontier. At a IPOt, Buaiyah, tMre were welll of rather 
hracldsh waler, and beR in the beart of lbe desert I party of Arab 
wc>,kmen sent nut by Ibe PubHe Works Dep.a.rtmenl under In Indian 
SUpervUor, hegan to build. A amlU police guard WIIS provided. 

Determined to chllleqe the eWm of the Iraq Oover.l)ll1tnl thai its 
1OVI:re:il'lIy extended 10 r.r into the desert, • raidiD& patty or Faisal 
Ad·Dawisb CII.IDe Oft( the border on tast-tronl!!, camdii and arri'ml 
ootlick the wal!& oftbe uofiDiIbed bIoel:-bouse ODe darl< nit:hl. Camels 
_ Aleutly with lbeir bo,.. son teet and the desert Arabt c;an Plena: 
tbeIe puntiDi bmw in II. wonderful way when lbey wish. AmIcd to 
the tcetb and quite ulll>Olioed the raiden crepllO tbolioorw.y, when: 
lhe sentry on prd dozed .1 he leaned upon the barrel or bi. rik. 
No poliee picket !tad been pl.aoed outside and no 1i10,WOI . Yllem 
bad been .rranged to Jive the al.o.rm, for when tbe sun bad Jet that 
evcninl over the stooy dC$Crt Ibere had been no lilO of Bedouin on 
the far borizon, no bini of danaer; yet not one of tbose wbo I.o.y 10 
W'Clrily on tbc ground after their hard day's loil was ever to _ tbc 
.WI rile &pin. 

AI ... pi tbere ..as I r:ns.bina voUey and the pard at the pte 
leU dead; with fieroc f ..... tieism in"""'Y ~ tbe raider1lwp.d throup 
the doorway to muum: tbe &leepiDJ inmates with pistol, riSe and 
daaaer. When day broke the", wu lilence at Buaiyl.b. "I"ben: was no 
Iivinj IOU! within tbe fort, and the t:amc:lmen weR rar out of lilbt of 
lbeil bloody deed. 

TbUJ do lhe Jkhwan know bow 10 slrike their blow and bow 10 
vanilb inlO lbe desert .pill. 

When a fresh squadron of polk:e came out to relieve their «Im_ 
pinions they eatercd II. fort that letmed asleep. Apinst tbc wall 
Ieamd • man wide-eyed and JriruU..,. Tbey shouled I welcome, but 
be PIade no ~; 10 they poked tile Wenl mirthful one and • IIitr 
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COI'J* fen sidewa)'land bumped to the pound Sueb "''as the welcome 
at Ba$alyab. 

The chaUenp to. Britain and (0. tbe I raq Government_II scriow 
one, and Ibn Saud, Kina Df Arabia, wat warned aorordingly. He 
prDmptly denied all knowledge and responsibility fDr the doiDiII Df 
Fai$ll Ad.Dawish, and thDUgh at the time it was tbOllgh! that (he 
KiD, seeretJy favoured the raid$, later eveDta proved hill! iDQOC:COt of 
lUI)' cormec:tlon with them. 

Meatlwbile so.methin, had to be done 10 prevenl repctitioa of such 
I disaster. So Captain Gkwer, tbe Admi nistrative lospeclOr nf Diwa
niyah, known to tbe Arabi .. Abu Hunaich, was senl todcal .. ;tb the 
lituatinn. No. man could luIve been better fitted fDr the w k, fD' this 
quiet rw:rved Dfficer Df (he Royal Engineers knew the mind Df the 
desert Arab u few men knew it. He " u held in the hiihC$l reaard 
amon, tbt Bedouin tribes for IUs fairness and fDt his ull<krstaDdina 
Df their peculiar tribtl la ..... Mo.-..:>Va", hi: had that iDdefuulble qualil}' 
Df Jadenhip Df the tribes wllidl coma oal)' from yean Df tdf
sacriDoe ud labour alDODJSt lhem. 

In the con""ntiDIIII prb nr an Arab, Glover set nut fn. the d_ 
nf tile Soutb where FatSllI Ad-Daw,sh raided acrms the border. Hi, 
Dnly guard was • powerful Nubian Df ~a! ugliness who. fDr ever 
fingered a IDna Dld·r .. hiDncd Turkish rine wilh which his ma,broaD
sbip was famtd. Thilltrange pair ""*'ldered many a mile tDFlber by 
camel and hnne, aDd wbe~r Abu HwWch of the desert went. In"bel 
CInIC 10 tender their respects. Under hia in1I\IIOOCC thei.1lDIlMenoes 
...-ere never Jona w;ULldd, fIX t.bcir visitDr bad a 'IIIme' in the desert, 
a ",pulltion that WII wi<ksprea.d. G1Dver quickly lifted the trutb from 
the falsehood, fDr he knew I U the tricks Df 1I1k of these Eastern poople. 
At first they l",just cordial and speak on every subject under the lun 
eKOept tb. matter they have come to. discuSi. Eventually they do come 
to. !hei. Ilory, and then IUUllly euggcrate and e""" lie if tbey have 
$IUeI reasons for giviq false infomu.tion, II, for inS/_""", w ..... they 
willi to cast J\Upic:ion upon lUI iDnoceDl tribe ";Ih .. bom they are It 
feud. But knowina: tbeit .... )'I, G lover IOOf\ detennincd the idcotity of 
the guilty Ith ...... 

The nat questiDD 10 docide was wbeth .. Or no1 Il1IIDUrM cars 
could hi: usod. Their speed would be invaluable io g<;ttinz in tDuc:b 
witb tbe enemy and fDr punuing him. Their fire-powa- in In to ...... 
ment WIS Dverwhl:Imi", ; and their rIIlp enabled them to travel a 
bundred miles to the DC:lfQ1 telegrapb ,lItiDO to. pvc the Air Force 
information on .. hidl ;t might operate withDUt dela)'. n... Southm!. 
Desert was known 10 be rocky (quite dill"eru>t f.om the silty!Selert of 
most of Iraq) and tym would be cut 10 ribbo ... in no time. Yet the 
Utenlive, rapid and darillllUrVeY that Captain G lover made Df thiJ 
dese" in less than a mDntb in COnjUnctiDn with. feUn .. Royal En,a:iDeer 
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showed that $()!DC few tracks, more especially tbose beyond tbe first 
rocky belt, were at least passable for cars. He collected his information 
with the help of the tribes, who loved him., and be noted carefully the 
position of wdl.s of water, good, bad or indifferent, which they showed 
him near these usable roUles. And this was the scheme he matured. 

Armoured can and Ford trucla mountiug machine-guns, fitted 
with field wireless and carrying ample provi,io"" and fuel, should be 
based al certain of the good weill, and Iheir drivers provided with 
maps of the newly discovered routes which ran more or less along 
the [rontit(". A British squa.dron of armoured cars was to be the 
nucleus of tbe scheme until such time as native drivers could be 
trained. Acoordingly, these tracks which lay beyond the line of the 
p roposed blod:-houses were patrolled, and it was possible to reoom
mcnoe work at Rasaiyah and 10 begin Ih. building of two further forts 
al SalJnao and Shabicha;n exactly the same way. 

"Illis was the end of the peril oflhe Ikhwan. No looner WI! a raiding 
party reported or sighted than wireless news of it was flashed oVer Ihe 
desert to tbe R.A.F. Squadron al Shuaibah, and before the enemy 
could retreat eveo into their own terrilory they lIICre being punished 
from the air. 

So Faisa! Ad-Dawisb gave up his raids and retired southward, 
where his personal ambitions and lawless delia""" of King Ibn Saud 
eventually broughl attack on him from that quarter also. He Was 
dri ven mto the neutral territory of KU"'ail, his final move on lhe great 
desert cbess_board where he had played so desperately throughout his 
life, aod there, cbechnated, be gave hilnseJf up 10 the British and was 
handed over as a prisooer 10 King Ibn Saud, ou1y 10 die shortly after
wards ;0 captivity. 

Thus ended the $Iormy oaw:r of Faisal Ad-Dawish, a wild desert 
chieftain better fitted for the rom.ontic days of Haron al Raschid than 
for a" U!lC<luai,combat agliMI the deadly weapons of this modem age. 
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CHAPTER III 

Northward to the Mountains 

B y early , ummer the llood..< were over and for Ihe lint lime . inoe I 
arrived I could feel lbal lhe 8ub-di\ision was nO Ion",r a constant 
anxiety. AI the months wore on, I was pleased 10 lind Ihlt in spite of 
the terrific heat of the dry summer I wu able to . Iand Ibe climIte 
without Wldue dislrUl.. 

I WA _ busy wilh some dif!icull surveY' ......... ry fot the plan
ning of DeW roads and oiber workl. Thit enlAiled a !O\Iely Life, U moot 
~ my time ..... . peal moving lbout 1M out d.istric:t with cat aDd 
camP-fW lCOOII>.,.nled only by an overseer 01 my WIll". In order to 
a....od ha ...... IOwo,k in thewl oftbeday, "'" wereusUllly up before 
dawn and, in the lint light, lte a brukfut 0( unleavoned nau"" bread 
and data. S\lst.ained by IhiI and a cup orlCl, we WO\lId lei off, perhaps 
10 make lbc lOur 011 proposed road lioc leadilll acrou lbc desert. II 
was IISl1llly n<ClC$Slr)' 10 SO much ot lbc ... y on honeback, whjch 
meant Primmi"" fertYin& or jumpinSthe aninuJJ IlCrOII tbc ;nrllllne,... 
able irrigation chlnnelJ, luge and small, that barnld Ollr .... y. We hid 
to dilrDOunt onen to lake mCll$uremenll.leveIJ and observations, and 
to inlerrClpte the tribesmen at wClrk in the rice-fteldlll to tbe owner
.hip of the t.ndi we were Ira~rsillJ. Thill we co"e~ mlny miles of 
collnlry tiU the midday hut-of\eJJ 120" F . in the allade--drove \IS to 
the Ihdtu of I da~Jro"" Or the tent CIt some hospitable Arab. Hue 
..... lte our Il1llCh, ... hieb <Val llSUally IlIpplemen!ed by Ihe kindly 
peoploc with wdcome bowls of 'libln'. 

It possible, I had. a u.J.k with the village hewNn or with the local 
Government 'mlJdir' (the Iraqi superintendent of lbc distrkt), with 
WhClm I ditcuued my plans and explained the bedl their people 
WOIIld. dcriw from my wort. I inqllired also about the Ioca1 t.hour 
lvailahle and ..... A fntad!)' as possible, 110 !.hat there Ibould be DO 
anuconism to lbc project ... bon it ...... bepn. 

The InelllOOfl ..... usually .pent mlll:h U Ibe mornilll had 
heal, fQllowilll the lWI"OW Arah path. through dalt .. rde ... Or 
ridin, "'I"OIS the tru:k1ess desert, till darkness fina1Iy ICtlt Uf bacl:: 
to our temporary quarten in the local sera! Ind tbe hot meal 
of rice, meIIl and cucwnber that Hassan Wal bUIY pro.,.rioS_ 

" 



Northward to the MOWlta/ns 
which with skilful IWness he had persuaded SOllIe<lne el,e 10 get 

""" . Even then the day's work was not ended, for in the evenings the 
overseer', pay-sheets and cash-balance had to be checked, the observa
tions and measur=enl$ made during the day worked out and tabu
lated, and perhaps a report or sketch UIlIde e<lnceming suitable 
bridges and culvem for the road under consideration. I might also 
have to prepare an estimate of tbe cost of the complete job to send off 
to my Diwaniyah office to be typed and de.patched to Baghdad. I had 
fOUl)d that it was customary to keep other departments informed Dr 
what wa5 taking pLaee, $0 I had to send copies of the uporl$ to Cap
tain Glover, mentioning the names of aoy dissatisfied landowners; 
and possibly to the d4trict irrigation engineer asking for ratification 
of the proposed bridge-spans over the water channels. Bentley, the 
po~ce officer, might abo have to be nDtified if the people seemed ho»
tile or unfriendly, though fortunately \hi$ was rarely ncoe..sary. 

At last, when my ollice dutiC$ weIll Dver, I could extinguish the 
hurricane lantem and mount to the l1al roof ofthc serai, where I was 
soon stretched oul on my squeaky and insecure camp-bed under the 
dnudlC$' and hrilliant .tarlil sky. For a few waldng moments, I might 
~e and ~5Ien to the soundJ of the viUage beneath hidden under the long 
fronw of the graceful date palms, whieb wen: laden with huge du'ters 
of unripe fruit limO$'! on a level with my high sleeping place. The sound 
of stringed instruments playing tuocs in the melancholy &stem scale of 
quarter-tones came up from below, and sometimes lights and banncrs 
passing by showed me that a n:~gious procession was in progn:ss. 

The more Imponant of these Shiab festivals, such as the Muharram, 
are usu&!ly gruesome affairs, for they are led by faoatkal men who 
beat them.se!_ over th. bead with swords till the blood pours down 
over their bodies. To the booming of druuu, the brilliantly ~I proces
sion of devotees tIIl.lChcs with a slow rhythmical step, $Ome crying the 
nam~ of their Shiah sainu, Hassan, Hussein and Ali, in loog-sus
taiDed aa;eou steadily rUing in fervour, while othe ... chant a dirge of . 
few bars endlessly repeated. HaWlnl Husseiol Hassanl H ussein! 

My servant, Hassan, was of the more orthodox Sunni Mob.alll
medaos and therefore despised such goinp-oll, but he dared not Ihow 
his face ou\.Side the building when the rival Shiab rites were io pro
grw. Leaning over the parapet of the roof he would ea.lJ. me, however, 
in high g1ce, crying; 'Corne and sec, sir, he is beating 'isself, he is 
beating 'inelf.' 

Interestillg as a Muhaaam processioo might be, it held nothing that 
could intriane me wbelll was really tired, and the mournful n:quiems 
of Hussein and his family served but to lull tile 10 llicep, while HIL$SlD 
gazed dDwn all the pa$ing tlu:ong alone. 

Our work: was sometimes interrupted by raging dust storms, which, 

" 



Northward to tht Moun/aiM 
ill Inq, may blow for days .t a time and. uliD&uWl the .u~t as 
elfoctively III a Londoll faa. When lucb ItOnDJ ale at their wont, can 
C&Dnot move oa tbe roadt. The 'I'I'ind .is o/\cn bot III Ihc blast from • 
f\mw:e. HADcb and. faa: are stuOJ by • Ilwp bail of pit. Li&h1S have 
to be lil ill all bOU$Oil and offioes, IlDd • line dUll politi in tbroqh 
every chis ill !be closed doors and wiadofo'l tiD it coven every anicle 
ill the room and tho aif is thick with il. Muter IlDd NrvalIlS alike 
coua;b and. lI:IeeU .ad wipe the din from their eyes. 011 lucb day! all 

tbele I wu forced to auy iodoon and Irize tbe chI.Dao of brinEifll Illy 
of6ce.work up to date, but it W1I' dil()(lurajiDg business wbm every 
pl," and report will 1IJIu<iged by the line lilt of the Itorm. 

My time.t Diwwy.h was not all spent in hard work .lId discom
fort. After. few monUt, or isolatiOJl, I ~Icollled • thor! holiday 
which I had been invited to speru! with the Divisional Ellaineer in 
Bllrab (Ihc 'Balsorab' from which Sinbad IUrted on ILiI remarkable 
voyapl). After my little Arab town tbis JeCme4 to me I lafp aty, 
thou&h, .part from ita hospital. il had few up-lo4ate build.inp. 1'bere 
I met again while women-folk and. shared io tbe Iypical club life of 
the men:bl.Dl and. a vi1 Mn'I.DI of tbe Ear\. What • cIwIae after lIlY 
life .t DiWllllyah, • chI.D&e !.hit I fully . ppm:iated fOf tbe week I 
speat amjd the COIIlI"orta of electric faD$, Illtered "/fIter, tcItphoDes. 
weU.\>ui.It boIiMl and Icind bospitality. At &nt I envied tho life that 
11111 ".wated by of5oc hours aod wcek-ends of rest, but I had ifO'"' 
to be 10 ilIteRlited ill IllY work aod ill the Arab tribel III tbe dcIerts 
thai a/\cr. few daYi I realized that I ac:tua.Ily preftmd Diwaniyah 
with ita mud-houacs, ill narrow, lIllcUy bazaara .ad Its YtilecI wOmell 
wulLina their l:Iothes ill the canal with their little dirty-noted childrell 
upon tbelt Ibowden. 

My work theR Will unlimited ia extent Ind IIIO$t ab$Orbi"l. I fdl 
pleased to be 011 • job with real poWbilitiCll, for Diw.niy.b, though 
Nt 1.D1011j wild people, was generally regarded. as one of tbe wcal.thiest 
liwlI in Iraq oa .ccount of the vast date prdeIU Ind ricc-fi<:lds within 
the ramif.t:t.tiOllJ of the Eupb.ratts. Moreover, the money .pent On 
public: ... orb there wu not OIlIy produc:in3 _ reYen .... but il ...... 
also IIII.kina the dUuicI lIlO<C pescduJ. I bad beer! .ppoiDtcd to 
aocclcn.te the work of ~nt, and. maray ICbemeI .ere IK7IO ill 
hand for new roads, bridge$, bnMinp and _ter supplies, _ in 
Di ... oiyah Iowa illClf. I hoped I0OI1 to bave balt I doRa baildiaa' 
WIder _y, indwling an dcctric powa" lUtioa, IIChooI and • bospita!. 
Uofon\llll.!dy, Iwtmoer, mucb money had bee1I lpelll that )'CIt ,0 
checkiOJ tho IlthWl.n rUle ... ill tbe South<m Desert, and tbe Public 
Work', b\ldpl ror Diwaniyah had 10 be eurtailed ill COIIIeqUCIlce. 

for lhil reasoll, abaut miWI1mIIlCT, I was notified that I wu to be 
1TI.D&icm<1 to KurdiJtan, wbere the need for the J)I.I"btion of the 
Kurdish tribes·people and for the ilItroductioa of GOVUI1I11CllI in-
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fluena: urgenlly demanded road-building. There, among the Olountains 
of lhe nonh~1 frontier, I was I(} take pan in the consuuction of a 
new highway caned the Rowanduz Road whieh would eventually lead 
ffOOl Iraq to the plateau ofNonh Persia and the Caspian Sea, passing 
through rugged inaccessible highlands said to be inhabited by brigands 
and rebel&, who had been a constant source of trouble to the Ad_ 
ministration. 

It sounded very neiting, though at first I felt disappointed tbat I 
was to be sent away from the plains. I had found Diwaniyah a fascin_ 
ating place in spite of its dust-storms and Jkhwan ~ds ~nd the wild 
~t responsive tribes-folk. When my transfer to the north was ordered 
lhe 'Ikhwan' problem was practically at an end. Two of til<! mo»t 
important blott-houses in Ih. proposed chain on Ibe Southern fron
lier had been completed and a third begun. Armoured cars Pl'trolled 
betwteJl them, and the ciaws of the raiders had been cut at last. 

Yet 011 the very day I left, len dead Arnhs and twelve wound«! were 
brought in from the desert, and Ihe Administration had One of their 
U$Ual domestic problems to deal with. This Will one of tbose blood
feuds customary sinoe the remotest times among people with wild, 
unforgiving laws of their own. Blood-feuds and lb. curious unwritten 
code known as 'tribal!aw' have proved 10 be, and will long continue 
to be, among the most difficull problems to be dealt witb by any 
Administration in Jrnq. -An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tootb' is 
still the tribal watchword, and a man who is a roan is hound to 
vindicate Ihe 'honour of his tribe' whatever pri",,", and powers may 
say to Ibe contrary. I was soon 10 find thaI thi' code was held through
oul the land from the Penian Gulf even to the farthest mountains of 
KurdislaJl. 

Only a few hundred years ago, I suppose my Own IUlCeSi0n in Scot
land were little differenl in their cUSIOms and their rules of honour 
from th ... men whom I was sent to try and civilize, and I could not 
feci unsympathetic towards a people in whom g<;nWne kindn ... and 
the primitive lraditions of viOlence were so strangely mixed. Tribes
men are in SOme ways almost Iilre children in their savag<; simplicity. 

Ha$SlUl'S eyes sparklcd when he heard of my transfer to Rowanduz, 
and be began al once to teU me oftbe wenden of the mountains of his 
beloved bomdand, Kurdistan. There, he assured m~ I ,honld find a 
mild and delightfnl climate. He spoke of vineyards and of i>eautifnl 
trees which bore all manner of lU$cioU$ fruits by the side oflhe rot:l:y 
Stteam!I. Rain fell plentifully for more than balf Ihe year, quite unli~e 
these barren deserU farther sonth, where tbe rainy season lasted only 
• wee~ or two. As for Rowaoduz, with its gushing springs, il$ moun
tain lorrents and its gorges, thaI was the most wondefful place ofall. 
His vocabulary faile(! him. I must wail till r could see it. Nevenhe!ess, .. 



Northward to the Mountains 
he told several tales of grim horron that had 0CCIII'I'=d there during 
his time in lhe T'urki$h Army lhal made me thiok that demont as well 
8$ $Binu must d"",U in this paradise of Kurdistan. 

My Director had wired for me to join him at once, for he wasiust 
at that time touring the proposed road-line near Rowandut, $0 I stored 
my car and went north by train as the quickest way. Besides, lbe car 
would at first be useless in lbe roadie" country in which I should be 
working. 

On lb( nigh! journey from !laghdad to Kirkul<, wbicb is the 
northern terminus oflbe Iraq Railway, tbe train trundled slowly along, 
stopping at every sation. At eacb balt Ihe railway police gOI off and 
pa.troUed up and down to proteCt the sleeping traveUen from attack 
and robbery, though in recent yean trains in Iraq have only very 
occasionally been raided. 

The Une ran through oil·bearing country and in the moonlight I saw 
many drilling rip standing out against the skyline. We were passing 
through the Jebel HarotiD, the first of the foothills of Ku!distan, and 
came to a stand for SOme minutes at SuIaiman Beg, where the", is. 
hnge workshop belonging to the Iraq Petroleum Company. The sid
ings were packed with pipes and gear ready to be sentlO Saba Gurgur, 
near Kirkuk, where a valuahle new oil-lield had heeD discovered as a 
result of the extensive trial·horing and prospecting tbe Company had 
carried oul I beard tbe story of the striking of the Saba Gnrgur oil_ 
bed from a fellow-passenger on the train-a. young employee of the 
Company returning from leave. When they struck oil i\ hurst fnrth 
with such terrific force that the string of drilling tools was blown out 
of the well, the oil aod gas spurting high ahove the tall neel rig in a 
black cloud and descending upon the drillers witb iu deadly fumes.. It 
poured into lite wadis and hollOWS in the vicinity. Fortunately, this 
'gusher' did Dot ignite, but several men lost their lives from aspbyx;'_ 
tion while othen performed heroic acts of rescue to save their 
comrades. 

This oil·field has proved to be one of the greatest in the world and 
Ita.! since warranted the construction of tbe pi]»\ine, in itself a fine 
engineering achievement, across the many bundred, of miles of bamn 
country between Kirkuk and the Mediterranean, where mercbant 
vessel. are nOW lupplied with crude oil aod ..efioeries di,til the petrol 
for the motor-cars aod aeroplanes of Europe. 

In the early morning I arrived at Kirkuk. II is an ancient place. 
Sucees.sive cities, huilt one upon tbe other, have raised a mound whkh 
stands well above lhe surrounding plain. Round it runs a wall which 
makes it a 'qala'-a fort Or defendahle town; but only the main resi
dential quarter j, today contained within the wall upon lhe mound, 
for the straggling bazaar has long ago overtlowec1 On to the JW land 
by the river when: il is at times threatened by widespread floods. III 
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spite of the bombardment of Hood-waters, the bridge, of a series of 
short ... pan maIOll1Y arcbes, is onc of the few built during the Turkish 
n!gime that still stands. Usually bridges of this Iype, where Ihey crOS$ 
1m dt;cper parts of the rivus, have been undermined and wasbed away, 
and in many = 1m gaps have been filled by adding .teel spans, 
giviog • curioU$ combination of old and new typeS of construction. 

Ncar Kirkuk, a lire has been blazing for countless cenluries wlttre 
the natural gases rise up through the earth from SOme bidden lake of 
oil: 1m tradition of lhe dislrict says that tbis is lhe ancient fiery 
furnace of the Book of Daniel. 

That day I had 10 tmvel ninety miles fartber by car 10 Shaqlawah, 
the Kurdi,h village which was then the road bead camp of the new 
Rowandu~ road, $0 I had nO time to do more in K irkuk than intro
duce myself 10 the Divis.iona! Engineer, Major PelT)'. He was just 
going on icave, bullater I was to know him well and come 10 admire 
him .s perhaps the finest ofthe many tireless and unassuming servants 
of the British Mandatory Administmtion, who with such seif-sacrilioe 
and labourbuilt up the Kingdom of Iraq. Of light build, with lean and 
determined face deeply lined from end= of great labours and 
hardsblps, he sal in im.Jlw:ulate while in an oOke that spoke clearly 
of order and di5cipline, wild and primitive Ihough the field of his work: 
might be. 

I have oot forgotten the words he spoke 10 his new subordinate 
before I left Kirkuk. 

'Rem<mber thaI in this D ivis.ioo our labourers must get as good 
living COnditiOIlB and as fair a deal a.s we can possibly give them. 
Don't expect your men to do mOre tbao you would be willing to do 
yO!lt8CIf. This country is stiU in the Dark Ages as far as labour condi_ 
tion. go, and we have to fight against the old state of affairs tbat wu 
little betler than al.o.very. 

'I had to struggle hard to gel our men paid as mu~h as eighteen
pence a day, which is just eno:>ugh fo:>r their food and cigarettes in 1Il0st 
districb, pro:>vidcd the prices in the canteens are 001 infiated by the 
scheming mercbants of the t<>wos near by, and that the professio:>nal 
gamblers who:> prey upon the men after pay-day Me kept at a distance. 

' I am stiU trying to get the Go:>vemment 10 agree 10 a sc:htrao of 
co:>mpensati<ln fo:>r injured men and medical altendance for the s.ick 
and provis.ion fOT the wives and children of !hOSt who Me lcilled on 
the work, but it i, an upbillfight. 

'As far as our Public Woru Department goes, we give the best 
value we can f<>r the money alIntted to us.. We pay whal 10 these meo 
il' good day's wage and we e~pect good work: in return.. Here in the 
NOnh we labour under great diffi<:ultics, but that only makes our joh 
the more interesting and our aceo:>mp!isbments the more crcdimble. 
You will be living by yourself io our farthest out-atatioo, and I hope .. 
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you IYOU't find it 100 lonely a life. No club, nO tmnis, no IUIlateur 
theatricals .0.1 Rowanduz,' be said with a laugb. r had alnady found 
thaI 'amateur theatrioals' wu tbe sloeiI: joke of an out·.tation IOCn 
agai .... t their reUow-officioh who led a more comfortable existencc in 
Bagbdad. Of coune tbey in Ibeir CUm joked about us alld our ways I 

'Finally,' he said, 'remember always to be strictly a man or your 
word. Be fair to your men and to your staff and to the Kurds you IYill 
be working among; don't cheal them and you wiu find they woo', 
cheal you. Administrators who should know belter, sometiroes over
look the facl that in this respect the Kurds are exactly tbe same .... any 
other people and an: nol di6kultto get on wilh if ooe kccp~ failh with 
them. 

'I ohall be back from leave in si~ months' time and will come up and 
see bow your work is geltiU3 on; I haven't bad le ... ve for si> yurs, and 
don't waul it now, but the Departmenl insists lhat I must take it, 
Good luck in the meantime,' 

As I drove away from the old town on the last hundred_mile $Iage 
of my joumey, I came upon a lonely hlind beggar by tbe roadside, 
bands utended for alms. Hewas squatting upon Ihe bare slOny ground, 
and there was neither fellow man nOr sign of village for miles around. 
H e looked a pathetic figure 10 I Slopped to give him a rupee ; whetc
upon in the Kurdisb toogue he called down the blessings of Allah 
upon my bead. As we journeyed on I thought of som. of Ibe reports 
I !wi htatd of the conntry 10 which I was going, and felt that the 
goodwill of Allah might ..... 11 be needed by any wIlD came to live and 
work in Kurdist.1l). 

From Kirkuk, my route led across an upland plain to tbe L.esoer 
Zab River and the lown of Altnn Keupri, which in TurIWh means the 
'Bridge of Gold', Perhaps there may """" have been a bridge of gold, 
but today a ,teel military bridge of lb. 'Inglis' type bas replaced the 
structure blowo np by the Turks when tbey retreated in 1918. The 
town is for the 010.1 part bull! on an island in the wser Zab and is 
famed especially for the huge wh, up 10 two yards in length, which lhe 
natives capture by throwing in drugged ball which stupefies the lish so 
that they can be nened and dragged asbolC---1l mosl unusual method 
of augliogl 

A farther thiny mi.le$,aod we came to Arbil. Risirta above the plain 
to tbe height of 120 feet like the Inmcated COne of some extinct volcano 
and topped wilb greal bricl< waIls, there stood the moot a~cient of all 
the inhabited cities on the face of tbe earth. 

Mark Twain .peaks eloquently of Dama5CUS as being an old city 
even in a !and of old cities, but Damascus is a fledgling compucd to 
Arbil. Ur of the Chaidees may be u old, so abo may Babylon, but 
neither of these have been inb.abiled continuously for thousands. on 
thousandJ of yean from before the dawn ofhi9tory to the present day, 
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Yet JUCb a m:ord can Arbil da1m with certainty. Who buill the;rut 
mOUl)d on which the moderu city m.aelll1ben: is "" tr..:Iitioo of ita 
havill, been the work of""" Of Other of the kings Of cooqllefOn"ho 
ruled then. It merely ~. City upoa <:ity decayed into the mound 
which Ilowly rose throuJb COIInUC$$ ages till tncIay it ltanell about 
IWice U biJb all any other luch mound. in the world. 

It iI recorded in the Scriptures tbat the city of Arbela (Araba !lu_ 
the Four GodJ) wlS One of the aroup ofrour cities ot ItlCieot Assur, 
IWDely, ASlur, Nineveb, Nimrodancl Arbela. Arbela was the~oui 
,brine of this early p~Assyrian <:ivil4ltion, probably because II was 
the oldest of those towns. EYW then, three thousand ~ 110. it ..u 
I ¥UJI old <:ity !b.:u had held the temples ofllods ancIllodclwa uooe 
Sun>eriaD times. 1.3 to what reocot'dI, pel'hap$ even or the neolithie 
period, mipl he found al the bottom oftbe mound, 110 ... can tdl, (or 
., il iI ,till inhibited no I rcl\.aeoIOJist has dug there, and ia any case 
it would take batteries of Iteam Iho~1 to move the many milllOllJ of 
cubic yarell of earth thll form the mound ot Arbil 

On. of the rusonJ for ita continuous habitation down tbroup th. 
lses i. that Arbil has its own ...... ter·J\IPP!y, ruing from deep tuooell 
Q.\lcd. ' K,aru.' dug lon, 1ges 1&0. They call1lOl be clcstroyed by vandal 
conqueron u could the irription Mlnndl of Babylon ancI Ur ancI 
the <:ities of the South. BUI the godt would seem 10 hive had • IpeQal 
care tor Amil and 10 have proU<:t£d and Up! her alive lon, after her 
far paw riva1s bad decayed, Cor .:.either Khonahad aor Nineveh 
Mre It the m.rcy of artificial ... te.'I1Ipplies, yd. tor thoulllItb of 
yean thty have been dead.nd obliterated., while Arbil has eouriJbcd 
serenely. 

It wlS to Arbil that Dariuleed .ft •• hil histori<: defeal by Alcu.ndtr 
the Gre. t, the fi rst Europtln conqueror in Asia. n.e Ittat balUe WIS 
Cougbt in 3~ 1 I.e. ollly I few mileslway near the banks oftbc Gruter 
Zab. Aluuder lhen penetraicd the mountains of Kurdistan aAcI hi. 
Dame, hkander, is revem in the East wclay and IUt'Vive:tI ia lIlIJly 
legends and pla= ......... 

"J'M vitality', writes Soaoe, 'that kept Arbil ill ui!:teooe sinoe lbotc 
early dJoYl hal 001 deserted it II lOy period, tor it has beeD worthy of 
meatioa at least ooc:e dwiu, the .upremaey or .""<1' one of the I>ltionI 
thai ~vely ruled it, Assyrian, Mode, Penian, Gmk, Parthian, 
Romau, Armenian, Roman again, h nilO I!Id Arab: 

For a time it is said to have been the ... t nf lhe tamous Saladin 
who repelled the Crusadell in tm. twelfth century. lb. Monaoll, who 
destroyed nearly au otber cities ot Mesopotamia, whd \luI could not 
exterminate the iounonal town, IOd the Turb, .. hose indilrereoce Ie' 
to much tau ilItn decay, were outli ved by ArbiL 'lbcy ablncioned it 
dJoYl before the Britisb waLl::ed in, ancInever alhot ..u fired by British 
anDI and ..... ~r a bomb .... dropped oa ArbiJ • .. 
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Arbit by day towen as a mountain and a landmark, by night its 

lights ,moe as a beacon for many miles. I t WI.! fitting thallhis mstooc 
city WOllld mark tbe beginnill3 of the new road Ibat W3.I to pier« the 
age-old mountain barrier of Kurd4tao.. 
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CHAPTER I V 

The Road 

Pu "" ~ from Arbil towards the mounwm we passed fields 
wben crop-euuilll WJ.I in fun swinJ. no. Kurdish people, whom I 
IIOW laW for the 6 .... t time on their utive soil, W(I~ clothes quite un
ill:e the long flowin. robes of the Arabi amoD' whom I bad lived for 
the Jut four motlths. They had wide: bauY troux!'J aIId loose tUnK:s 
made oIWOvel1 JOaIl' hair,. coanedotb., pey in colour, but dyed ill 
stripes of deep bI~ I.Dd purple and embroidered with !»OR brilliant 
&reelll and whilCl. Round their wailll were knolted wide COllon 
wailt-bands whleb I afterwvdl discovered mi,ht be six Or seVen 
yardl of fuO-width 0IAterial, \he selvedge eda:es b"",nwl together 10 
that n1uablcs could be kept iMi<k the hand and tho wbok leagtb then 
wourKlllld twilted.llll.DY times reulld iu 0WDCr'1 body. On their fKt 
"",re hard leatMr sboes, "'titer boat-sbape4 with tbeir pointed tips 
TllJ'Ded up; and on tbeir bead. wilLe-brimmed hats tbat HUlan told me 
were only uled dllriaa: the Iwvatilllo in placlo of the wual grey silk 
turbalt. T1>erc wut: _II, too, ImOIlI the bar>'Ukn, clothed in I 
.male dark·blue garment, lh.pdC$l .bo ... slid cndinJ below in loose 
trousers rolled up round the ukles; their beads were uncovered I nd 
their JIn&Ililll hair, in I)UJIY c:ucs dyed red with beno.a, reU loose 
uponlbeir $houIden. 

Albil isl.D lao! city, hut it is DO DlON ancient than the lvieul
tura! muhods I .. '" in use In the unfenced lields tbro"'" whicb we 
were now drivinJ. In this district there is quite. fair runfaIt dwinJ; Ihe 
wintu months and the plaiD.! lllve bee.! famous fOT their fertili ty sinoc 
the Cltlielt tir:nc:I.. lbe land is atill pk>u&bcd .. 'ith the same style of 
ploup thaI the JII\riuclts UJOd--..the fork 01, In:. cut with WI. limb 
lou, I.Dd the othor sh"rt to form a wooden hook 11111 is dl10ged 
throlllh the around by a pair of 0JletI. The ploughman manipuJIICI 
the ill!picmenl with • woodc:n ~ .1UChcd 10 it and prods the "len 
into activity .. i th • lpiked stick. Sometimes, thou&h by DO IIIW1I 
alwaya, there is 10 iron pJoupshare attached 10 the poinl of the book 
to inercue i ts el!lcicncy. 

The a:raiD is sown broadcLlt by hand ... it wu io Biblical da)'l. A 
bctlU IIICtbod WJ.I U0001l four thousand yean ',0, for all engravina 
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OIl a 'lOla aeaI of tK Sumerian period has beeD fOlllld that lbovnIa 
ploup of eualy !he type I ha"" delcribed., but with a MJed«>Wi1l& 
tube attached whicb fed the pain iato the newly-/'<XmecI furrow mild! 
as &II ..,n.cultun.l driD lOWS pain on the up-to-dau ranD of ~ 
ti ...... 

Harvestilll the &nin, whic:ll riptnJ quietly O!IQC the 'Prio.a rams 
c:ease. is d~ with I slci:le, wisp by wisp. Heno on my fine visit to !be 
AlbiJ district I cam~ across ooe of the m04l. curious euston:u of !be 
KurdWt people. Hassan told me that as the lint baDdful o[wbeat .... 
cut dowo in a field it must , tnig!tt_y be "tben:d up Ind \>rouabt to 
Iny IlnInger who may be passing; he must &a>epl. theJift IIId offer in 
return a . ilver Or I aolden coin to the ba~ter. In no Rnse ;. uma 
means of begsin&. but just an old cU3tom of nojoicina: with the tr .... ll.r 
in Ihe first fruil of the l.nd. 

From I field of IlIDding grain, .1 one comer ot whi<:b • &m.aIJ com. 
pany of Kurda was pthered, sickle in hind, a labourer CIIIJII 1"UIInm, 
towards us with. wisp oC com. Havi", beell told wbl.t this IIICIUlI I 
took the snin .DC! P"" the tw...c:ster $Ome silver picas. "The lapenti
tious Hu$an Imilcd with de~pL 

'You will ba"" good f«tune in KurdisUlD for Jivi", to the Iwvest 
field, as ~ll as to the bliDd beggar of Kirkuk: be aid. aDd 10 iIIdecd 
it p\"oved to be, tboup I think Hassan had personal I"CUOIIS far 
pnWlIt my occasional cencrosicy. 

"The Kurds may be baekward ;0 their method ot plOlJ&b.iIll and 
re.pio&. but in the _Iter of th=hina: thelc ha.....,! they have In ;,... 
""otion thlt it, I ,hould think, entin:Jy their OWo. The cut wheat Of 

barley ;,laid on the around iD the form of a lIat .tack t_nty yards 
aCTOlland some two roet high. Round and rouod on lOp oflhisrt.acl: 
walb ao ox or a mule drJ.wing a curious carriAge which, iDltud. of 
whoell, has • wood.n roller from wbich project iron bladcl. AI !be 
roU.r rota~ th_ blad .. cut or crush the Itraw inlO short lengths aod. 
the ar .. n faUI out of the cu. Winnowing is CItried OIIt by th.rowilll 
the cut hea~ of pill into the"r with fine...mem.d wwdeII forb OIl 
a JUilibly windy day, 10 that the stnIw and srIilI are blOW1l inlo 
leplltte heal"-~ grain il gat.bcled up into bqI and flored, poISibl)! 
noder the dry arouDd_ \be Yi\lqc from whidl the banesten have 
come, or perha", in the a;ranary of the riI;b and pious Mulla ElI"eudi 
who OWIlIWp tractI of land round Arbil lJld wlaooll alWlYI bealIi 
lpOuo of as I wile and kindly man. 

The whole l)'liem of cropping 00IIDds primitn" enoua;b, yet ma.or 
bundreds of tons of &nin are pthercd iD a:ood years from the historic: 
pl.ins of Arbil~ .... ys provided the locusli do not uri"" bel,,", the 
hllrYUl is ripe.. Iflhey do then: iI famine: in the lIIId, for no blade of 
&;rUI, DO leaf o[tree, escapes them. 

We had been foUowiIlt • narrow earth ttJct between tb.e ~t 
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fields and now cUmbed .teeply over slony grouod till we reachod the 
Khanzad Pass, .aid to bave been once tbe bouodary of the territory of 
the great Kurdish princess, Zad, Here at last was the beginning of tbe 
new road-formation which I had come to carry through the mountains 
to the Persian fronl;er, I carefully studied the pioneer road-Une below 
me winding in a steep gradient to tbe river-bed of the Blstum Chai 
whiCh was now dry, bul which in the winter could be a swirling 
tomnt not to be forded hy car or IIW1 or beast. 

My hired car drove me over the Bastum for the lirat time, and we 
climbed again ste.odily past an old butioned fort to lh. village of 
Baoaman where a spring wells up in a pool by the ~de of the road. 
We dranl: from the slightly sulphurons water and restod in the shade 
of a mulberry tree, laden with white mulberries, whiCh passers-by 
could eat to their heart's content. Then on again up an endless ugzag 
road with an unfinished surface of sharp rocks till we arriVl>d at the 
top of a high limestone mountain range on which grew a few scattered 
and stunted oak 1rtcS. We had riscn a thousand feet in the last S; 1 
miles and were met by a cool, refrcs.hlng breeze c.omiog from the 
peaks beyond. 

This at last was the real Knrdistan, aJld what a paJIoranla was 
"W)foldodl North-eastwaro before me lay range upon range of moun
tains-higher and still higher in the distance as far as the eye could 
5«, the farthesl topped with snow still unmelted from the winter 
norm!. My DlIP showed tbat many of tbe peala were over ten thou
sand feet high and that the mOiSt distant of them I"O$C somewhere near 
the Persian fronlier about a hundred miles away. 

To !he right were the Satin Mountain., on the far ~de of which lay 
Shaqlawah viUage, which I must reach that evening. Beneath me the 
road zigzagged down a steep thousand feet to the bed of tbe stream 
that flows past th~ village of Kart. In the dear mountain air the greal 
valley $CCmed not a ,tooc's·throw across. 

Some forty miles away Upotl a mountain range in lhemiddlediltance 
Hassan pointed out a dark cleft. Beneath that cleft, said he, lay the 
Rowanduz Gorge, Ibe wildest spot in Kurdistan. I had been told at 
lGrkuk that Indian sappers and miners-the 63rd Field Company
had begun !he task of hewing I roadway from tbe side of the ten·mile 
canyon and had been at worl: there tbese six weeks past. 

As I looked out over Ibe silent mountain! I wondered what fortune 
lay before me and whetherllhould ever _ the road reach tbe wilder
ne" of rugged peaks on Ihe far s\:yline, through a land !Bid to be 
inhabited by people little better than savages. Wilb a last backward 
glance at the plains, stretching away to Arbil and the deseru of tbe 
South whence I had come, I jumped into the car and, witb a secret 
exhilaration I have rarely fell, entered the Land that was to be my new 
home for four long yean. 
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~ road-pap were work:i.., IICaf Sbaqlaftb .. hen I aniwd 10 

report 10 my Dindor who. together with • $etIior officer of Royal 
En&ineers, had jUJl relurned from RnWl,lldUl. Thu day there had 
been a desperate Bibt with ItDnes, sticks and knives between 1Ie .... 1 
of !he coolie road·pnp duri.., payment of the fortnightly -eel. 
KvetlIll1undmi DIC1I havilll ben. involwd. By the lime I reac:hcd tbe 
road camp in !he evEnilll the trouble bad rubsided aDd the i.DJmN 
bad beelll1kcl:t 10 lloca.l Turnsb ·doctor' for IrcatmmL All ..... P*'I' 
&pin. hilt such was my lim introductioll til Pm;i1Q oooties &lid their 
ft~. 

Shaqlawab is perhapS the most bigbly endowed vilb.ge in X~rdisr.n 
for. from the base oflhe lo~ri.., Solin Mounlains, burst forth Iprillp 
of ice-cold water in luch p rofusion lhal they irrigate . slopinJ; hill$ide 
.. vera! squan: miIQ in Iru wbere forcsl$ of poplar and wabul tn:es 
arow. and whore pnkDl prodlJCe ptIf'$, IPPIes, phuns, apricots aad 
papel of the larJesl sUo: and the most delicious !avour. Abo ... the 
sprinJ:s on the biEber Iiopes of the >'alley In: o:lIensi.., viDeyarda of the 
Iow-arowing bIacl: papes .... hich SICeID 10 bo one of !be bafdicst of 
pllnts, for they lie buried under the deep snow in the winter and are 
c.<posed 10 lhe 1101 dry IUllUller wilhout any walering whilever; yet 
Ibey bear mams of fruil. 

I lcamcd thai Sbaqlawah had been I lroublesome spot for lOme 
years as far as administration was CODCCnIed. The beadm • ., Kldir 
Bel. was knOWII as 'Henry \be Eighth·, IlOIlO much from his impul. 
sive cbaracter as beca~ of the strikinJ mcmblaao;:e he bon 10 Hoi· 
bein'l ",-ell·known portniL III1IIUIF later to set 011 vuy load temu 
with him and foulld him oat I bad fellow. His village WII of cQ\Ir$C 

mlinly Mabomme<ian, bul there wen: a few CbriItiao housa: within 
il. Though the Kurds had.uch. had name. il was DOt unCOmmOn for 
Jews and Christi.lllio be livin,!hlll puo;eably in KurdW> com.mllDi
ties. There were &Iso m&Dy entin:ly Christiao vil\a&es in Kurdiltan. 
ODe of the \arJest OOIlJ Anka .... ncar Art>iL I had COme across no 
Olristi.t.n villa&a in !be Diwaniyah area, and il appearaI thai the 
fanatical Shiahs of the IOUth ....... ted other n:\igioDs IIIOR stroII&tY 
tha.n did the Kwds .... ho 1m Sunni Mnbam"M"1'os 

The engineefl' CIlDp W.I pitched in lhe corner of the vasl Pfdca of 
Shaqlawah; there were 1'010 tents for livin, qlllrtClI lind one for I n 
ofllco:. Our bedI wen: 101 up in the open lif, draped ill mosquito Dets. 
thoup mosquiloa "'en: fnrtunately f .... probably beca~ Ihey ...... Ot 
brec<l in the runniD& "'ler. The Din:c:tor calkd for a Juae IIIIOp &lid 
bopn to upLaia the Wk thai the dep&rlmeol bad llDdenakm, IlDd I 
heard for the IinI time the full SIOfy of the Rowuduz road·p{Ojoct. 

Speaking of the distrioct from .... hich I had jll$! come, he pointed OILI 
that we now had a f&irly complete lIe1WOrk of roads io lIIe IIOIIth &lid 
that \hen: wC<C few districtsllong tbe TiarillrHl the Eupbra ta which 
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floadn. bridJe:I and rOid. had DOt opeaed up, thougb lack of fbodl 
aDd the immense milel£e of these tracks meant that tbe surface, 
cspccia\ly durin, !he .. inter ni!IJ, was not all that might be desired. 
Nevertheless it might be uid that ears cou.\d now travel to almost Iny 
lpot nn Ibe pllinl orIraq by meallS ofthc Ilrge number of bridges Ind 
culverU tbat the Departroont h.ad conltnlCtcd over the rivers I nd 
irri",tion chaDDelI. EJ;~pt for tile trouble caused by occasionalwasb
outs in !be nood season, the", was really tlnlc difficulty in makin, 
mads then:. Surfacing them SO Ih.at they Ihould be fit for usc in wet 
weather was a very dilfermt matter. Rod< Of cravel Or the naturll 
bilumen. of the coun\J1lllad all to be brousht from Iny distlll>ee up 10 
Ibm hundred miles, and only the roadl near Baahdad wen: paved 
with these materials. FOf the rest, the elItlh lurfaccs had 10 be re
fonned cvel)l yur afitf the ni .... 

'You'll find·, aid the Director, 'that mad coMtroction up here in 
Kurdistlll iI on.n enr.m:1y diff."",t b.uis. In many plaoes it wiU mean 
cattina: a track out of the solid rod< of the mountain-cide aod you'U 
need lteet bOdlCl of fairly Ion& span to c:ro<!I the riven.. The .vorl: 
will. take longer and 00$1. I "",I dell more, but once done it should be 
of wtina: aM permanent benefil 10 the people..' 

WMn I uUd why this mad was bein. conslrvcted, be reptied : 
'TIt.", are two reaSOUl, lrad. and adminialfltion. You know that att 
pa.t nations, p&l:lllId p.--nt. have foUJ>d roads essential for mai,,
lliniqlaw aM order. Oace hiahways have pen«n.tcd • "'&ion lbc: 
wildest people I", prelly JUre to bo<;ome peaceful limply by copyin, 
civilized modes oflife. Moreover, empires that rely pu",ly on military 
amqll>!:$l ~ fail to hold their people together for InnI-

'Of course il n:mainslo be JeeI1 whether roads will be appreciated 
out ben: .. they &re in the West. A few have already been built in these 
IIIOIlOtainOIJl rq:iocLs, notably Ileal Kirku.k and MO$ul, ..,d ba"" 
alrudy be ..... to ~ IOlI>OIhini ofthcir paciCyiol influence. So IIOW 
ara exteol;ve toad programme hu been laid out, !he ~hief of the pro
posed .. "ellV'4 bein. lbc: buildiq of this Rowand llZ road which 
incidenlllly should briq much more COl"llnmce to Iraq. lt is plallOed 
to reach evetI!uolly rigbl throu.b!be ZaJrO$ Mountains to !be Persian 
plateau beyond: but !be tint objective is to carry it as far u the town 
ofR~' 

Makin, use of hi. map to tmphui2e bis points, the Director CJ(

pLoin<d thatlbc: large Persian cities ofT.b~.nd Teheran wen: not 
roadiIy aoceuible !'rom lbc: PasiaD Qulf and tbeir only railway con_ 
tion with the outside world wu throup Russia. Tabriz Jict to the 
eut of Late Unnia. in the Azerbl.ijlll provinoe, which iI $lid 10 be !be 
IDOIit fertile put of all Pcni&, this district beiD& DOt more thaII two 
hundred miles u !be crow !lies fro<n Shaqlawah, w~ .... sat. FOl" 
oenturies a caravan trail bad led througb Rowanduz to North Pcn;' 
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alld had alwaY' !:>tell IJl importaDt trade route. So it waf IJlticipotcd 
that a steadily in=uin; trade would come down the new road 0DCe 

it was COIIlpkled IJld made gfe ffom robbers, and the...:e pUS either 
wQtqrd to the Meditc:rnlltlo, or by r&ll from Kirtv.k 10 the PersiI.o 
Gill. 

From the point ofyiew ohhe time that might be gYed in tn.Ydlin. 
from Europe to the Peniau capital thell! could be no '1l1tSlion oftbe 
adYlfltal" of the Toute. U1inl Europeall Ind Turkish railways." fn as 
N'lSibin ill Soulbcm Turkey fJld mDtorinI onward throuJb MosullUld 
Rmnnd~ travellen Deed tHe .... more thta tell days from london 
10 Teheran, w""!US by lhe Ptf"$ian Gulflhis ilajllUTlle)' oC~-u 

The mltler had !:>ten dilctw~ "'Ill the Shab at Pmil ",bll t.ad 
been convinced evenlually thai tbe road had no mOlive other than 
trade and the tnnquillUation of the Kurdish tribel--a probk:m of u 
much .importa.n<:e 10 the PtniaDS I! III the Arabs, for Kurdistallli ... 
partly in etch of the three CO\lIlIrio$, Po:nia, Turkey and Iraq. The 
Shah bad &&r=l to c.onltnlet the connectinl liDk On the Pmillll aide 
and the IWO roads wae 10 meet 00 tbe frontier PO\.l of Zini-i-Sheikh 
near the viii..., of RJ.yaL The prospcot of Illew outlet \0 lbe Medlter • 
.......... teemed on the wbok \0 be weIc:ooned by the PI::niam, poIIibly 
because they consideted thaI, .. matten tbeIl1tood, Russia bad too 
great I c.ontrol. ..- !be trade and atrain of the Northern Pn:niDcc.. 
Also il wal lOOn "Pl'I'l'nt lbal nearly aU the enlincering difficulliCl 
of the proposed road lay in Iraq and that the COll.ltructioo of tM 
Perria.n....:tiOIl would be easy in comparison. So it WI! agreed!bal 
the WOft Ibould belia in. bolh coo.mtrieJ. 

"The 6r$t plan had bce:a to 0DII!IruCt I .......... -po'" nilny rather 
thaD. ro.d, so it happelled thai the fint "'fWY pony had been WIder 
the leadenbip of I railway engineer.' He had, a yor ~viously, laid 
OUI the _lion of the .... 11, 1I0W partially completed, between Arbil 
and Shaqlawah ~r which I bad driveD that day. Bul!be idea oftbe 
fliIwIIy .... given up and the projcet hudcd <rm" \0 the Public Worb 
De-partmcnl, woo bad uodertakm 10 build • rood wilh. rcasoaahlc 
pdienls to the high pUS 011 the Peniall Frontier. Whether !hi ....... 
possible fCOlIillro 10 be _n, for Kurdi!;lIn ..... unque$tionably • Lalld 
of unb>own danim IDd diflicultiea. 

The line of the proposed road rOle lteadily from ArbiIIllIi cr\"L\.IOIS 
no Jess than five mountain ~ before it ruched the Penlan trou.ticr 
al • heiJhl of Wi thousand recl. The summer IIIOntbl had pl"oved to be 
much cooler in theic northern mO\lll~ Iban "" the plains <A the 
lOuth, hut .. to the Kurdi!;h winter v~ lillie was knowa.. I I wu 
believed 10 be hitu:rly cold IDd it was doubtful whether wort would be 
possible befWW:> Novnnber and February. Abo it WII unlikely thaI 
!be road aIm.dy formed could be kept open durin. the dcop _ 

'w. l. MoIrI.U. ClI.& 
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&lid !be widerptead mud that followed, uUld so deep &lid ltiety thai a 
mule COIIld -=ly wade through iL 1beref'0I'C il _mod probIbie 
that !be ~..,;.oeer-ill-d>arJe would be completely cut oft' {rOIl! the south 
&Dd isolated ill this rocky wilde.....,. Cor moaths " • titne.. 

"Jbc work bad been nuted U I co-operative alI':lir bet'toun various 
nep.runenu. but !be Public Works Department had DOW been Ilven 
COIDpiek control, &lid I was toldlhat ill the .utUDUI I must be prepared 
to (Ike over !be wbole job. 

It was alhril1iol prospect from every poiDI ofview. The ro.d would 
be . romlotie on~ for il would pUS throu&b mountains WMI'C ro.d
buildio& had never before been anempted by lOy of tbe pltSl civiliza
lionl, owina partly 1(' teChnical difficulties, but to.Iinly to tbe intract
.blo ch.racter of th. inhabitants. 

Soan., who knew Ihe Kurds better than Iny EUropean of tbe 
<:CIIlury. had recently u.sed this descriptioo of them ; 

'Shedden DC blood. nisers of Jlrif~ scdi;en aflu turmoil ,nd 
uproar. robbers and bripnds; a people all malill'lnl. and evil-doers 
of depravul. habiu. tcOtIIiDt tho prmc1It of wisdom; but • btave !"lOt 
and Ccarla&, of. hospitality gate/olIO !be soul, ill truth and in bollOur 
uoeqllll.lcd, of pIeuinJ CO\U\IeIIIDCe and fair cheek, bOlSti~ aU lbe 
JOOCb of beauty &Dd 1fICC.' 

What a we&ltb of pando>:: is here, yet: these .-ere 'WOfda hardly 
c:akulated to re&$lIII"C!he!IeW eqiDeerJ 

Certaini)' the Company of wdl·ttaiocd IndlaD Sappen and Minen 
at work in the Rowaoduz Gorge bad. been Wlmo/C$ted durinJ ill few 
moDthl in tbe district. II ....... ~. a Cully-anned fon:e, .nd !be 
Kurds had OOD$iden.ble respect for lodi-.n troop$ linoe they had en
c:ouDtered Ibe Gurkh.s during !be 1920 rebdIion. It remained 10 be 
_n whether or not. wben they were wilhdrawn ((or 1M Sapper Com
pany WIS 10 be repatriated to I ndia), !he tribes would then .bow them_ 
Klvet 10 be bostile or not. This was really tho main problem. 

From a _nic poinl o(view the road was likely 10 be uniq .... Even 
the 5CCUoIi of il over whieh I bad. already come was of lingula. il1ter
est, wbil~ ahead Ihen: Ia)' the womkr of tile sora=: finl the Rowanduz 
-Mid 10 be perba~ ~ finell of ia tjnd ill ~-wbere a tributary 
of the Greater Zlb bad cut iu ..... y Ihrou&h the KutrU MowlI .. iII 
.. hich riles 10 a bcithl of ",ven thousand c ... t. BeyoDd this ...... the 
Beneri.ai •• place 10 ruucd IS 10 be -.11-. impusable, the aacicr>1 
CUlVItI route 10 Pcnia avoidin& II by sunnounlina: a pUI Dearly 1I....e 
tho\Ial:>d CI:eI ill beiPI rather thaD pmelrlk belweco iUlOIIIbre cnp. 

11Ie eqiIIecTinl tliffi<:uItieJ presented by tI:>ote IOrJeS would not 
however be eoll$i<iered oul of tho way in any civilized part of !he 
world .... bere IltillocJ. workmen and proper machinery Ire always avail
.bl~ Bul here the meD employed OD the road were Persian -.nd Arab 
eoo~ .. aoruslomed only to hand loob -.nd entirely ~on.l1t of !he 
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werking ef machinery. Pes.sibly they could be taught, but the", wore 
bound to be many breakdowns befe~ they had learned to use pneu_ 
matic rock-driUs and heavy steam·rollers wilh any 'kil~ and there 
we~ no repair workshops nea~r than Baghdad, tll= hundred miles 
to the south. 

The gangs at present working on the road were carrying on the job 
with picks, shovels and crow-ban. Machinery had been ordered, but 
it would be many months before it could be delivered. It had to be sen! 
from England to the port ofBasrah on the Persian Gulf, six hundred 
miles away, thence by rail to Kirkuk, and by loll)' to Shaqlawab. 
Beyond that it was a question ef mule er camel caravan. 

Sir William Willcocks, the famow irrigation engineer, once said : 
'With the power ofsteam and electricity at Our disposal, with. blast

ing powders and dynamite, and above all with labour_saving machin
ery, we shall be able in Our day 10 accomplish in a score of yean as 
much ... a whole dynasty of the ancient lings working with hundrtds 
of thousands of prisoners.' 

Quite true, provided that Ihe machinery can somehow be traO$
ported to the work and that men can be taught to \ISe it wben it gets 
there. 

Yet we wen: fortunate in having in London the services of the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies who, among their varied activities, 
supply engineering and other equipment to the British Protectorates. 
We knew that their great experience would enable them 10 select the 
kind of bridges, sheds. winches, steam_rollers and ,tone cru,hen that 
we needed. They are accustomed to supply anything from a needle to 
a battleship; they know just what an engincc:r requires in the jungles of 
Bu rma or the de$erts of the Sudan and always send something .... ell 
suited to the j ob in hand. 

I t was a pity that the uncertai~ti", of finance promised to add 
greatly to our difficulties. Definite annual allotments for the txpeme!l 

of road construction could not be sctt\rd beforehand as they depended 
on the general state of security of the coubtry-always an unknown 
quantity. 

In spite of aU the worries such .job was sure to enlAil, the adventure 
ohhis great scheme could tlot fail to grip me, just as it later stirred the 
imagination and brought me the eo-operation of the very people 
whom I bad thought to ll.Dd my worst enemies-the Kurdish tribesmen 
themoelves . 

I was to begin work on that portion of the road that led over the 
SpiliJl: Pass. a lonely spct with an unsavoury reputation for robbery 
and murder, about twenty miles beyond Shaqlawah. Beyond this pass 
lay the R.owanduz Gorge, and 1lI)' orders were 10 go to Spilik, collect 
my own gangs from such labour as presented itself and get to work. 
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A few da)'liater, with my little <:aravall of «:Cta and I",", JIW'dcd 

by two Kurdish policemen, I te1 forth accomplllied by a native cieri: 
&Dei by Hauan ill!d an Aityrian called Querxes, whom IlWl enPJCd 
to coot my mcaI5 and help HISSID ill 1M affain of the camp. 

Over the Mirowa Pau and down the Sallf Vallcy .... trekked 
l teadily IOwuds Spillk, aDd I bad ample time to look around me u 
my mule jogged slowly on. 00 my right rose a steep mountain noac, 
the Harir Oagh,jult bare roek and leanl vegetation. UPOD it, hip up 
Of! I prominent ' pur, stoOd the rums of an old cut1c, lhe fortreu or 
1M rlntolll Prinom bd, and frier on, near Saw vi1laae, I \ll'allOld 
lben: .... a rock earn", of &rat IlDtiquity 10 be JI:ClI ocar by on the 
hi~. My eyes, however, became futed on tbe :ti&a, trailleadl", 
from the beautiful valIcy .... wen: tnvtniuc. up and up 10 the rummit 
afar 06-the celebnted Spillk Pus. Thoen: .... CDOII&b and IlIOIC thI.D 
CDOU&b for an eqineer 10 Ihiok about besides rock carviDp. 



CHAPTER V 

I Camp on Spilik 

If you look at the Olap of tbe Rowanduz district you will see that 
lhi. pass is tbe ol1ly One that leads over the Harir Dagh. and that it 
commands the way to Turkey and Persia. The caraV&I\ track wind. up 
beside a deep abyss on tbe steep mountaiD-side, among: great boulders 
higher than a Slallding man, and as we climbed up it I wu reminded 
ofK..iplill3's lines: 

ThlI,~ is rock ro rlul kjr, and rock 10 l!r~ ,lg!rl, WId low Itilll Iho". 
bttwtcr, 

ANt ye may !rea, a b, o« lr-boIIPlkk ... ht,o Mwr a ""'" Lf $001. 

Spilik Pass had always bttn the home of robben and brigand.<. 
That day when I arrived to begin work on the pass I knew Iiltle 

about tbe eQuntry or the people and I could .peak no K urdish at all, 
but I revelled in the mountain scenery and the invigorating air. AI I 
loo~ back from the COp oflhe lona: zigzag. I could see au old Kunfuh 
road, or 'n.iga' as they call it, winding through 'wadis' and Over low 
ridge. to tbe bIn. foothill. of Babachlchel:: On the fat sky~ne towam.. 
Arbi!. Tllis was a shorter rou!C from Arbil than the One I had followed 
through Sbaqlawah. Away to the north-west tay tbe silver thread of 
the River Zab where it POUfl from the narrow inaccessible gorge by 
which it pierces the high mountain, of tbe Harit nagh. Like. port
culli. the range ,buts tbe bigblands of Rowanduz off from the low
laud" and only al Spilik where the ridge drops below rOW" thousand 
feet could tbe merchant ttaflic find a way. For many cenluries t",vell.., 
bad COme and gone by this road, and in consequence the brigand 
chieftains bad 1I0uri,he<j merrily, u be<:am. Kurdisb sentlemea. 

But I was thinkina: mOre of engineering problems than of po .. ible 
brigand.! and looked around for a .pot to tnake my camp. My tent WllI 
finally pitched near a .pring not fat from a deep rift in the rocky hill
side, and near a Kurdish village which I was told was caIkod KIla 
Chin. A cl\llXlp of oa.J: and wild·pear tree, gave • little shelter from tb~ 
sun and wind, and I eQuid see nO hetter camping place. 

A Kurdish oveneer, Rarnu Effendi, bad beeo appointed to assist 
me, bnl he had no knowledge of road·maldll3 and could speak nO 

~ 



I CQmp on Spllik 
EII&llsh. A yar eatlicr he hael been a rebel, bu! had ~pi!ulated Inel 
been Wen prUoDcr with tile famous Sheikh Mahmud .ner that 
kade:r'1 third. i"'Il don to form. KIII'\fub Sure incIependent of the 
DCW Kingdom oflnlq. Ramze bad WOn repute IS In able Leader of the 
rebel tribesmen anel had huried Ih. Inlet Army anel Ihe British Levy 
Troops from the hilJ.topi rouncl Sulaimaniyah. A man with his know_ 
led. Ind bis repuation amo<!i the people would be likely to pro"" 
inYlluable, 10 I dctenninecl to do my but 10 pin billoyalty and 10 
teach him his job thorouahly. 

There alsn ClInIC lUI Assyrian oveNeer called Senyamin Yonin. As 
the Assyria", are Oristia ... and the Kurd! MolLammc:dans. lhese 
mountain folk had often been e:nemiet--u indf>cd they were durin, 
the rebellioo ot'Sheith Mlhmud in whK:h Ranm: Efl'endi took 10 im
portant I part. II was the Assyriao Levies in conjunction wilh the 
R.A.F. who broughl the IrQuble II> In end, $0 I wQodered bQW my 
two OYerteen WQuId get 011 to&dher. 

The Iurvey<lr -. a Hindu, IDd my clerk I ChaJdean Otristiu. Yet 
wilb the help QrthilltTl~ly usorted 1tIII', I IIIIlIqed tQ &et IQlCthef 
$Ome hundred workmen, offering them the rnaptifioent remunenltlon 
of one rupee a day (Ibout one IDd Iilcpencel. or a liule more for IIIlIson. 
or c:n.fbmen. TIle men who joined up were chiefty AJab$ and ~rsianl, 
tboup we Iiso conscripttd I fcwtribal Kunil by authoriatively order
in, them 10 come and work_ bit of pure bluff. for we had 00 force 
exapt two polioemen with which to ba<:1c up our OXlmmand$. II Wl.$ 
• relief when Later they came radily of their own &OCOrd. 

Witb &8 Armenian as our expert in blastina (he said he had learnt 
the job in the Turki"" Army), this party or differenl races and reli
lion. K t to work with I wiU 10 clear the hur: bouldc~ and II .. tbocm 
to rnrm. wide well.graded road, partly cut out of the "'lid roclc of 
the hililide. Fortuut=ly .... e all seemed blessed with enough SoenSoe of 
bumour to laup at Our rac:iaI difI'=-, and tbe work forged ahead 
without trollble. 

It wU bot on Spillk in the ' ummor of 1m. The blazina sun fell fuU 
on the rocl::y fa" IIl11iddAy,.nd the tempmoture lI$ually reached 110 
de3Jt>CI in the Ihade. 'IbiI-. my fint experience of road-makina in 
tropic:al 1>cat,and I found it IrYins. for ~ work«! hard for ........ da)'ll 
in !lie ~k..ln tbe town. of Inq the Molwnotedans lIIust not worlc 011 
Fridl Y, the Jews close dOWD on Salurday Inellhc Cbriltialtl reSI on 
SUDday. To limplify the bolidAy problem we compromised by havillJ 
110 holiday II aI1. I had Y"t to kam thai it ploys to have one c1ay'1 ~I 

in Ibe M/ek and 10 live up two Dr three boun to the midday siesa 
durin, the StmllllCr, makip, up the time III the early IIIOrllinJ or late 
eveniDa when it il COOler; hut during lILa! fint onslauahtupon the new 
rDld we SlOpped worlc only when darkness compelled us to, and loolc 
DO IlIOn: tha.n III bour's ~t II midday. 
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I Camp on Sp·ilik 
The _ten of !M sprin, a~ which my tenl wu pitcbtd 00lIed 

dowD !M hillside in small pu4dk:I .nd per1l3ps ;1 WQ Iw:R ihli tho 
ll>OICI~ilOCl bred. In the eveniq: !My appeared in miltio!l, and 
lIucked mertilessly. The district WII lIlILarialand II it ~ iID
popible 10 escape being bil"'n I bad to live more Of less on C[uiniae. 
E~cntually I found a way of defeating mOil o(the swarm wben they 
came out at du,k athirst (or my blood, for I adopted the dod", of 
litbtinB a vcry smoky fire of horso-manure in my tent. When the aaid 
anolce had driven my Iormenton aWlY I lie my meal in a thi~k foa 
and cnwled under my mosquito DCt before the fi ... weill out. They 
returned only to find themselves blulJced of Iheir prey. II .. perblps 
q~tionable whelber the mosquitoes ~re much WOIW than the 
smoke, bill in lhilway I was wual1y able 10 pt a .ughl·, sleep. No-
.. ben: else in Kurdistan did I lnd the mooquilOQ quite to bid; 
perhaps J 101 ~sed 10 them 1'1<"(, and also I made use of those excellent 
i.tI$eCticld .. that ... sprayed into the air, and thus made Ji(e much 
lUore buolbk. 

nere were scorpion. too which bad. habit of c1imbinl leisurely up 
the imide of the lent (10 get a better view of Ibeir victitnl, I IUppo$C) 
and then dropping down on 10 tbe table and waviq lheir deadly tails 
in !be air ..... dy to rtrike if !bey lho!.lld Ie(! tbe eblnoe! SnakCli of m&D.y 
colours and aU si= were also ill abulldance in \be summer IDOlltba. 
Sometimes \hey visited my tell!, but more often I ..... tbem wrialina 
011" into hollow trees or UGder rocb as I walked illoaa tile hillside. 

Tbm tbere ..... Gu .. ,.. his _ .. AlIyrian for Gcolp wborn 
I had enpged to cook for me. He produc:ed W"aDBC varietiet of la
dicestihle Turkish dishes and while I writhed I.IId swore, be made 
voluble HCllses ... ying he had DO proper fireplace and no 'mudbukb',' 
hut just two stone, and a petrol tin. Now GuergcI was a character, a 
man of rather mixed Intecedents, and eerta.inly of meny experieDOeS. 
He bad been with the Russi.l.ll army which had ucked Rowand\U: lDd, 
like most Assyril.lll,' was more aa:uslomcd 10 the use o f fireanns 
than of cookiq ul<D1ils. He,.... feared in the camp bccIU$C be _ r 
m(>Vcd ........ II his cooking: without his pistol, and _ teemed to 
IIoep. He lpoke • jar&on of Pmil.ll, Kurdish, Turkish and Arabie 
di&lects and could make himself UJldentood P, any of Ihetll. I 00Il_ 
vused with him in my bod Arabic, thougb his pmtnar was, if 
poUible, worse than my own. His lin.Bllis~ vtnatility bowewr made 
him in~.!u.ble to me when! to many 1&nguagtJ wcre in common UIot. 
But as a 'chef'Guerges was, I must repeat,. failure. Except durin,lhe 
fruit_Ion, which lasted about three: months (and fortunately WII ju.sl 
bePnni..n&), I lived almOSt entirely on the highly flIvoufCd disbQ to 
.... hicb be pvc Turkish nllmCl, or elJe 00 bard·boiIed 01&1 and the 

__ • In>II Aoo)'riu.. 
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IIDlcaYeDCd brQd of tho: country. l"be latter i •• mhlture of barley and 
wheat-Hour (ud grit) moi$len«!wilb Wllter and baked in oven. wlllcb 
an: ""'rely hote. in tho: p-oUlld Lined with mud, well dried, and fire4 
with alowla, cba..:oal The thin sbcel of doueh is plastered 00 to the 
hot inlerior of the Oftll and left there I few miaut .. to coot.. It eilber 
falb off iota the dIatcoal or else briop away with il some of Ibe bot 
earthy lUIfac:e 011 .. hicb it is biked. "T"IIerc ..as of coune DO butla" 
available to eat with iI, bUl l found thaI the Mlive chotte made ftom 
goal'l milk bad I pleasant though rather aromatic flavour Ind was 
I"llostlustaininl-

No Indian cook could b¢ made to llay in these wild mountains fOf 
love or money SO I had to he thanHul for Gue~,. And leI me b¢jUJt 

. to him. Oul on the mountain-lide he lWI • $p!cndid lCOut, Ind 00 Ink 
was SO heM or 10 long. SO cold or 10 ditftcuJl, that he could not provide 
some lOr! of. meal, boUghl, borrowed, or .toletl II I halting plllOC. 
Hc had • roup, unpolished aterior I nd fairly broad i!leu as to 
wbere my property b¢pn and his tfIdc>d, but, bter OJ!, I was much 
better Ible to judge both his &ood and his !:>ad qlLllitiQ, as you lball 
bear. I paid him well and never cbecked hi. local purchasing aceoUllt 
..,.,. d o.cly, 10 he decided that I ...... WOI"th hcpin, ali .... 1cst worsl 
IDJ..!lcrs Ibo\I1d befall bim; a:tHI iD tUne Ilia _kiD, actually did im. 
prove a Uttle. 

Neither the beat nor tbo: llIOIquiloelllOt evell Guuges could hinder 
tbe prograr oI"the rOld as could the Iawlas lribesmco oflhe disuiet if 
they thOle. My ove=13 dclilhted 10 tell me of the battles which !wi 
occum:d 01\ Spillk.. It had been • favourite lpot not only for brigandaae 
and /lshu betwwa the ICItJed tribes IOd tbo: IIOmacls, but also for the 
mare &erious eac .. un!U1l of military forcct of different MUons. 

Lolli .go on the ea51 . ide of Spilik, where !be road drops to tbe 
~w: GOfF, the Turks I:$I.I.bIisMl the fort of K.aoi Uthman to 
try 10 OOlItrot the deprWtionI of the bripDds wile made the pISS their 
beadqUlrtcrl. It seeml m= thin likely that the Turki$h ... n<:!annes 
lharuI in the .polls of the robbers, for tbo: lonely outpost _101 to 
ha .... done liltle..,oo (rom this poinl ofview. It played iu ~ how
ever, in checkinj lhe Russ;"" Army which ill 1915 tried to pISS 
tbroltib KlUdistan (rom Penia to Mesopotamia, wbcre lhey hoped to 
jcln tIw: Brili$b iD caplllring &pc!ad. The RIWiaaI by a marveIlOllS 
much reached Rowaaduz. "They failed, ho-r, to will the wu of 
the Gar ... put tbe Turks .lId had to retire 10 Persia. But before doiD, 
so, they destroyed more than hill the 10M! .IOd behaved with un· 
IlCOC1$1r)' bLrbarity. 

Apitl, in [920, wbell open ~b¢lUon 1,,;0$1 the Britisb Ipread up to 
KuniliWl fl"OOl Diw.aoiyab and the IOUth, II1&II)' of the tribes proved 
!Ott", custO_1S to . ubdl>C. E11l1i .... as the mounWII ibex, they kD_ 
~VCf1I~k all\l hiding·place in their wild rastn~, ~nd tb.eir vcr-
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blue cloth" match the iM)'·bluc rockJ to perftctio:a.. lbey aR' born 
huntsmeD aDd splendid riftemen, seldom miuing thei. mu. Conspicu. 
0\11 &monas! the KurdiJh rebels of that period were lbe bripndi of 
Spilit, whoK ICtivities oontinued "!!Chrcl;ed Wltil there appolRd • 
otrtain ClpI&in LymiqltOl1. 

LyatinVOD was at that time .... of&:er of the i..:vieI, • IUn utiriDa 
.... d without fea., the equal of any KU'd in hill.."nlt. H e fought b.is 
"'.y riibt throuib this country in revolt, with no IUiIIan« other than 
a aood hone, a -<IS C&libre Colt pistol and a mere handful of followcn. 
00 Iighmm, Rids he captured ICwrai ol the rebel leaden and bro"",t 
them to Arbil as prisoners. Sometiroa he made _ IIl&fCbca by 
night to CIIpture tll= meo, often lightin. fires as he went to guide 
pilou of the RA.F. who could thus co-operate by nigbt-bombina if 
there was lOy reWWIOC. The 'coups' had to be timed 10 tbe minulO if 
they wen: to be lUCOISSful, and their lbcc. audacity had I put e&ct 
in bri~na the troublesome tribes 10 bed. LyminglOn himself coIIId 
never be ambushed or caulbt nappi .... He had a curiol1.l defect in the 
control of OIl. e~ that romebow caused the Kurd$ to attribute super
natural powen to him. By night or by day they felt they were never 
safe from the Il).ln wJ>o.: rovinl eye bypaotized his enemies and .. 1>0 
could JUfdy &« throup tbe nipt like IhI: IDOWItaia lcopud 

Spilit. wu the IOCIIC of imporUnt IIlilitary open.tiona as late u 
1923. After Ihe witbdmwal of British adminiitratiOll from Rowanduz 
in 1920 the town was occupied for. time by • • mall Turkish fome 
under the IIlilitary advcnturer, Bur. Demir; and tbouah the British 
roupt aevcn.I small 1Cti0Dl lpinsl the Kords in the Balas Valley 
they made no effort 10 di$lodge tbe$o Thrb from Rowaodw: Ulltil 
the intriJ;ucs of the ialtu with Sbeikb Maholl'" ud other Kurdisb 
leaden-notably one Nuri Blwil of Rowa .. duz-made IUch action 
impentive. 

Probably because they ltill feared retributioa for tbeir activc pa:t in 
!be rehcllion oll920 and their Jtill later ,.,.; ... """ 10 Britisb Iwhorlty, 
Euz Dtmir bad bee:n able 10 pmlllde a fairly SffOllJ foro:e of K IIrd& 
(mainly consistinl ofNuri Bawil'. foUowen aDd the local. Surchi tribe), 
to hold Spilik Pass .pinn the expected advance of the Levies from 
the Baw Vlilley. The Kurds were supported by I com.idCBblc uUllIber 
of Bur. Dmtir'1 men from RowandUL 

Spilit. Pus was difficult 10 take by ffOlttd attack and pr=en1Cd I 
perple1ina probitm for the Air Vicc-M&nhal, Sir John SalmoDC!, .. 1Io 
commanded tbe around u well as the .i. for= of Iraq at that time. He 
dealt with the aitua.tion by brilliant Slntegy.ln order to maslc: the , ... 1 
plan I fairly larp: folW of 1M i..:vieI wu mustered oa !be Batu plaiD. 
as if ill ~ for attack, .. hileairme:a bombed tho ckfeoden oItbe 
pas$. Mcaatime IIeOOI>d BritWt column IwIII:I out from Koi Sanjaq 
fi r to the IOUth of Spi1ik lod was lteadily advancinJ; through the 
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mountains to rucb IDCh. position that they would be able to altack 
1M eDall)' ;n lbe tel< and IhUl cui thtm off from lbei, Wse.1 Roo.a.a. 
duz. The Turh discoYeM the mlnet""", 100 laIC 10 arn.nse any 
, Ironl defence _ .. insl i i, Ihougb they conlested tbe Britisb advance in 
ODe ,harp action II the bead of the Alana Su VIlIey. 

When this action failed Ihcy wisely considered thai their position on 
Spilik was uOII:nable.lt is often said that thouah T'IIrkil.b soldiers can 
mal:c. delennint(lltand asainst a fronlal aUack, Ibey dislike the un· 
expected in warfare and 10 be IhU$ taken in lhe rear on Spilik wu nOI 
.t all 10 their taSte. Moreover their lIliance with 1M K.urds who wen: 
usistinl them ....... 1 ...... Y'. frail ODe, to the enemy tool: 10 IMir hecls 
and sped back throuslt the Rowanduz Gorge before Ihey could be 
inlC<Uptcd. They evenevatlll.led Rowanduz lown and lhe 110'0 British 
columns occupied it unoppoied.. 

The u...ies then established a camp at Diana SOn>e four miles frolll 
RowandllZ, wbere th.", is a fair IandinllfOund for aeroplanes, Ind 
this rttnaincd their base ;n the district until they were disbanded ;n 
J932. Dvria.g thac nine)'C'O" Diana t.ec.me the chief vilJa&e of the 
Assyrians in Iraq, and many of them proftd ot pelt assistaaoc in Illy 
work u !bey Were uccUent 1I00t-muons, de.1to, ltoll:k«pen and 
guards. 

I had bceD idOlised 10 se<:\lre a reliable mao 10 protect my poacuiOIlJ 
on Spilil: and I employed one ot these Assyrians,an u·l.e")' oorpon.!. 
as niaht·seotry for my lenl. AI finl I o;oosidcrod this a1mOSI &a un· 
neecuary precaution &ad wu apllO be annoyed I I hi. excess of zeal 
",hen I was awakened in the middle otlbe nigbl by hilloud o;baUcnges 
in unlmnwn IanJlll.ges Ind by bullets CI""I.Shiat into 1M da.bIess. 
Prowbly Ihere ...... 1IC'm' anyotlC 10 c.hallenae, but U 1 came 10 Icaro 
more of the K.urds and their ways I realized that &a 01lcr-z.eaiou. 
seolr}' was belter thaD a , lccpinl ono-partic:ula.ly on Spilil: Pau. 

1bcn: Illl: in Kurdistao nolllld tribes wbo milfl.le every IUIw:mI 
from the mountlinl 10 1M pla;1l$ II 1M winter JRO"" drive tber:n 
down, and wbo return asain in \he spri", 10 Ihc biah hill·pallu ... on 
1M frontier far beyond Rowanduz. Partly by tiJbt of ancienl ~\IItom, 
bul mono by the foroe ot their InIII, t.bcse triba move with tbcir vast 
JIocks ot.!beep and pu and bulb: of potlies Ihrou&b the settled foot· 
hills 10 the lowlands, figbti", lbell ..... y wben the local inhabitaou 
oppooo them. Wilen I $1.10' the lilraulina .linch ot th~ nomadi, weU 
&\Wded by IMir Ibcpbcrds, t&~ heavy lOll ot lbe ICLOt dry ..... 01 
the local bndolo"Ocn, I Wli remin<Icd ot tbcsc !ina ot I weU·lI:oow:n 
Auslra~an ballad wriler: 

N'IW Iidl Is 1M law of 1M O~1artd tJuu 011". 1M Wlt/loixy, 
A""", mJ41 "".tr .... di ITDHllu., sNip D ru"uk I. a tIDy; 
liullhiJ Iz Ihe Jaw ",/deh 1M wo".,.s mIlk_, , lrN msllylOldttmOlld, .. 



I. The New Raid up Spilik Pus 



9. Spi!ik Pass Policeman. Gl>tr~1 lnd Hassan 

10. Mule c.nlvan Tnln'por!in& 'Juss' to Kui Rash 
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77w.Jt lnnd lAd- Itap wiler, IIIf f'IW II bod, !IIII C4InP wAu. IIIf tf'GU . ...." 
'11t#y """'P, aNI I~y rarqt! Ilw IqII4.lftrJ' ft41.J 1111 .. <ott tI bWk 

,tmaw, 
170m IMY dri/I ...... Y lJ.J /h, ""'iI' tloud$ drift MIM 6lg, 0/ 1M 1tI1I/)ojsh 

pit/bu. 
From tamp 10 camp alJdjrom "", la"", Ihey balli, il hand 10 ~aNI. 
For a ~Iad, 0/ frQ&$ and Ih, , IgM 10 pan on 1M Irack o/Ih. O."lattd , 

One dlY SOme time after tile new road had been extended from 
Shaqlawlh to Spililo:, I was rdurnin, from Arbil wben I beard IUt 
tllotre had ~n I brush between the local Surchi tribes of SpiJiJi: tnd 
the Huru nomad$, woo netrIy ~ry ~ came into <>OOIIlict with the 
vill'F" mIlle foothill .. ~ _men were eQgaged ' " this a,ht, for 
they II'C just as warlike and sa aood IhoII as the IDCII, I oniw:! in III)' 

<:ar .1 the camp 10 find m)' AIs)lril.II road-foreman. OeriolLilb by 
name, fully I rmod witb rille and bandoli .. , This was Itrictly 19ainst 
ordc"" Ind I made him take them off It ooce. 

'But , sir,' he said, 'there !u.s been I fine fighting here hcl_n tluo 
Surchi Ind lhe Hurke tribes.men. Khidher AgIu. with bis Su.rdli wu 
sbootin, very nicel)', lir, from tbese rocks, and the Hurlo:e 111m lind _= .. ~re Ihooting trom down there. I .m near the micSdlc, !oir, 
with m)' rOlld .... ng. and I ..... brinling my riflt and IhootiD, I I both 
IkIes 10 make tltem SlOp, please. Bul no, sir. ~n men a1lop:\h« &rc 
I"tting killed, and four WOfIIC1I. The mounwl poIiee oomiag from 
Saw and stopping them a few boU"lgo. Khidher Agba, be is fl&b.t
ina: very nicel)" sir, mooting 1fIOd, Jir,' concluded lhc Auyrian 
enthusiastically, for be bad the hill-man'l eye as to h ow ,uch IIpu 
should be rUD.. 

'Well, in fUlure, Deriouisb,' I said severely, 'you cutlrus Ibooting 
buslncu right out. Th= Ire private !.&hu and you arc not IIlowtd to 
_~W ____ . __ ._._~~ 
sacked.' 

He $I.Iuted I.IId ...,nl a~ IJrlnnini !u.ppity a l boiq; let ol! 110 
li&h\ly. He beloaged 10 ODe of the famous 6ghtia& triba o r the 
AnyriaIlf, and he ...... tcd .....-nd the Kurds-to know it_ That was 
the lirst time I beard of Khidher Agba, I.IId it was IlOt 10 be the lui_ 

The th .... ~ of miptin, tribamcn, passing for da,.. with their 
cadle" herds of . nimals, were of\cn • great hindrance 10 our _k, 
tor they tound our partially formed road the easi .. t pith 10 t ... ~1 
over and in wct weather they churned the earth Qfth. unfinished rOld
bed inlO hopeless mire. Moreovcr they lilo:ed the new track so 1lIC1i 1ha1 
they <:amped beside and oa il and w= reluctanl to movc thOr tloc:lts 
to let I car pass.. 

Tbesc nomtds bad never scm • <:If before and ... -=: &/Uti)' amlliOd . " 
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by miDe, .. hich I had IeDI for as 100II as W pro""" we lnade wilh !be 
road had warmu.ed iL I sometin>ts 18"" them I un. On 01lC lIICh 
oecasioa a pic:tumque Kurd. fuDy anned as -.J ... ys. had !be back lUI 
all to himself. I (dl _thi~ lll)COfIlfortable pokinl itato me betweaI 
my shOllldtf1l and loolcin& round found il .... the bufcl of my pusen
FI rille. He was .. nina back smoking: quile uocoDOef1lodly .. ith the 
bun of the _pon bet......" his feet and the muzzle ita the middle of 
lny bact, II\It .... quite agreeable .. bea 1 look his rifle aMllOld him ita 
\UlmiSllkable lanllll.., be might point it somewhm el$e (for il ... at 
aImoil CCf\fIin to be loaded). AI tbe end of the journey be felt lOme
thinl _ due 10 me in apology for his carelessness. 10 presented me 
with two pomepna!Q. It wlS all he JIO$oessed other thin his long: 
thin pipe, hi. palent Ughter that all Kurdish men cherisb. Ind his rifle 
and dluer. 

AIIolber evmitaa I c.arnc hact to my tent on Spilik to find I VUcsome 
gin lwaititaa; me. A human stuD rested on lilY tea-table I BenYllllin 
Y01!m. the oveneer, presented himself with I tamillilmilc. 

'We found. him UDder I rock. sir. IUId tbOUa;h1 you _uld lito him 
as I SQUVeIlir of SpilU:: Pass. He Iw bcc:D dead ooly I few yean.. sir: 
be added. bopel"ulty. wbc:a be II .. my eo.tbllSiasm tor IkuUS .... lute
W&rtIL Now III lbe rdil!iow _ oftbe Etst aft equaUy riJOrous about 
oollectial and bur)'iq their dead. Bodja mUll hi: ~red It whal_ 
na" rilt IDd property interred. So whal waif"'"U this .. ho had IIICtl 
lonely death 011 Spilit, unk:nown to hit friends! I orclcred lbe I telclon 
to hi: properly buried. skull and all 

Alter lhil it bec:a= the custom for lIlY men to brina; dead bodies 10 
lny lenL 10 I land where TUmour and fact pI 10 miled up they doubt
leu relt thaI Ihe actual corpse prevented any possible doubt On my 
part litO lhe vietilll'l beilla; really dead. If. as WIS Ulual!y Ihe case, tb • 
.I)llln hid been murde=!, Ihe chief culprits were often lhe mO$I active 
in WI 'habelS corp",' busin .... appa",otly in tbe hope thai they 
.. ould tbUt pro,," lbeir iooocenoc. But their ready aceus&tiolll and 
1I0ri., uluaLly made me plaoc them uDder afIe.lt alOllJ wilb any otben 
1 mia;hl .",pea., Wltil sucb OlI.tters could be referred 10 the nearesl 
diltrict police post which. was II Rowand\U. 
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C HAPTER VI 

The Brigand, Hamada Chin 

T be viUage of Kala Chin lay above the Spilik ..... v.n road 0_ 
the Pan when: the trock wound alon, by the deserted fort of Kalli 
Uthman , Tbe meo of Kala ChiD bad. n:plltation for pride and bra~ 
u befilted thdr lawless profession. For centllries they had beea roJ>. 
ben .nd bripnds, le.y;q toll 011 the travdlen and <:an.vam thal 
passed o,""r Spilik on the lon, journey from Arabia to North hrail. 
The brigand chiefs called their trode • kind ness to bumanity, for, said 
they, the rich and heavily ladeo an: _,ted on thei r .... y n:lie""d of 
all eocumbuia, bagpael Moreover, ml&:ht Dot. merchaat'. wealth, 
hi. cloak, nay, even his boot$, be colUidcml onlyf'air payment for tbe 
privilege of t .. venin, the f.mous Spitik alive? 

AI the p&$.I overlooked the old road for many milet, •• ravans could 
be seen wbile they were lliU f.r off, and the briganob could wa.it bchillii 
their natural nlmpartl of rocl: tin they were ocrt&iD of the bllsioesl of 
thOK who .pproached. Sbould thq prove to be mcrchQlu they mialtl 
be mcn:ly robbed and let go, provided they rubmitted without filA: 
but !hould they be armed forces or inlerferins ofIicialI they could be 
!hot even before they knew tb.t enemies lutrounded them, for thcn 
was no beUef ambush in Kutdiltan thI.D the rockI of Spilil:. 

'Tbe chid' of the villap was H·m·d. Aaba, ocee. ruthless ... ash
buI:kIeJ, now an. old man leu &Clive iIwI in the wild 'l'IIrlcislo da)'l. bltl 
taid to be u cunning as ever. He was believed to be the ioatiptor of 
tbe [IIAny IChctDCI thai wen: carried 0111 by his son and lieutenant, 
Khidher Aalta, wbose ,bootin, abilities bad been SO mll(:h ldmircd by 
my Assyrian road foreman 00 the occ:uion of the fi&bt between the 
Surchi and the Huru lribes, 

When I fint caD)C to Kurdiltan I had little time to think about tile 
c.banor: remarks I bad beard conor:",in, lb. cviI n:pulation of Spililr. 
Pass ood J lIIod unwittioliy pitcbod my tent almost within a Iiono', 
thcow of the most notorioul villlge in the land. BUl l .... lOOn warned 
of the possibility of dancer b y one wh_ OpiniOIl I oould not ~&btly 
dilrepld. 

I bad asl:od my friend, Squadro ... l..eader Bryson of the Air Fcm:c, 
10 lpend .. few & ys witb m~ in Kurdill.". I t wu pHlIIops One of the 
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The Brigand, Hamada Chin 

ironies of warfue lbal Bryson wbo bad IWO and .. half rows of 
decorations on his lunic, had fractured his pelvis in an ordina.ry &eci
dent with his ear far OUI On the flat desert. I hoped he might ootllc 10 
the bills to eojoy a betler dimate for oonvalescence thao Ihe inlense 
heat of Baghdad, hut he "'plied thaI he was fit again and On duty_ He 
oould not join me, theurOrt, but ho gave me a useful hinl. He bad at 
One lime b«n Special Service 0fIiccr for Ihis d41riCl, which meanl 
thaI be had thoroughly investigated Ihe behaviour and iotrigues of the 
pe<lple and knew the character of every tribal chief. 

'&wart', be wrote, 'of that _, Hamada Agha, and his off.pring 
of the vinago of Kala Chin I' 

A warning from Bry>on would not be gi .... n without re.uon, for On 
his rtporls air-squ&drons and infantry battalions might be moved 
aboullike chessmen. My work, however, kept mo fuUy occupied, and 
I confess I paid but Iiltle attention to his lottor. Nevertheless, I made 
some inquiries oonccming Hamada Agha and tbe =01 history of the 
Surchi tribe from my ove=rs and servants, who proved to be only 
10..- <Oilling to tell me of their exploits, for the Oriental loves 10 rtlate 
(and elIaggerate) deeds of violence. 

It was thus that I leamt much of the history of Spilik that I have 
rtIXlrdtd in lite last chapter; and also beard details of the implacable 
attitude of this robber dan towards that Englisluoan who bad the 
misfor tune to be the first British administrator 10 oomo amongst 
them. 

The story ha. some dramatio incidents. Whon Mosul was captured 
by the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Fo"," in 1918, tbe RowaDdu~ 
distri« passed nominally inln British hands, and. certain Political 
Oflicer, Otptoin W. R. H ay, was gi .... n the diffi<:ult oommission of 
keeping it in order. Perbaps his 1)l0$l !rou!:>l .. omc task was that of 
OO1l!rolling tbe brigands of Spilik. 

He ooce succw:1rd in "",pruring Hamada Chin after a stabbing 
affair, and imprisonrd him. In =ge, on the day of his falber's 
",lease, Khidher anempted 10 murder H ay by shooting at him through 
the window of his house al Arbi!, and only the prompt action of Otp
tain l ymjngton, who happened to be in the house at the time, saved 
his life. For although UDaIDled, l ymington attacked Ihe would_be 
murdertrs the in.tant the first shot was fired. When they rec<lgnized 
their assailant they ~ed, for DO Dl3fl;n Kurdisun was mo", feared by 
00-<101'" than this officer. So On this ocea&ion lhe vengeance of 
H amada Chin was thwarted. 

The British Political Oflicen in Iraq knew the importance of per
sonal contact wilh lite lribesmen and their chiefs, and, ",gardless of 
the risb they ran, spent much time jourueying through Ibe oounlry, 
usually with only $tIIlI.ll guard$ of native recruits, trusting to their own _= /IfId kIIowledgc of the people and to sheer daring (w~ the 
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The Brigand, Hamada Chin 
K1II'ds IfC&tIy admimI), to ~ IhI:m throu&b in safety. Muy eoarqo
QW mera died tnvdy in the counc of their adminislntive work fa 
those early days, bUI by the manner of their life and cluth they woa 
tor their nation a name for fearless_ and fair dealiPI and, tor tbC* 
who fo\lowa1 them, I gruUr 51fety. 

c.pWp Hay on "'lIeral oa::asioPI journeyed beyond Spililr:: to visit 
R owandu"t, always oDe of the mC>St lroublC$Ome spots under his con
trol. From. bis own written aa:>oUnts he teemS 10 Mile reprded tbis 
lur\>Ulerat area wilh lbe 5po<:ialilfection of a parent for lhe most way
ward child, .""n thOll&b he ",ked hi, lir. whe""",,, he wnt then:.. 
When be was t"dllminJfrom Rowud.u in August of 1920, an w_ 
ture more aJarming than usual befell him. He was passinalbrou&h !be 
R.owand~ GorF '=mpanied by a bare d~n borsemcm separated 
into tWOl and. threes alona the Un-mile track ;n the IIam)W ddi'
q\liw: unaware tbat a band of usanin$ lay in ambush behind a grut 
rock wbere the path twists alonl by the side of a ,trea.m. Three of 
Hay', men who formed the ""Dguard well ahead of the rest of the 
party rode unwittingly inlo the trap. They w.re ordered to l urrender 
and pall on ill order that the Englishman might follow, UUUIPCCIiIll 
of the IlIlbll$h. But tbe Ihree reWDera proved 'loyalto tbeir bread', 
... !be Kurdish u.yi"" &QQ, and the mill! who rode lint w uled 
ddianoo and openc<l fire Upotl the UAilants. He ..... It oDC% NIot 
dead and the other two were Jeized, Itripped and beaten. 

n... dial. that were fired c:auscd c.ptain Hay and his comp&lllon to 
ball and, aIler rccormliua!!C"e, to IeDd b&ck to Rowudw: for I 
detaehmenl of the Levies who wen" that time under the !'Omm1OO 
ofLyminiton. When, pinol in hand, he arrived witb his little r~ 0lI 
the IOeDe of tbe brulll deed the l S$.a . .,i ... !tad disappeartd. IIId tbe 
jotl/UCy througb the Jorge WIS compleled in safety. 

It SpelU well for Captain Hay. populanty tbat this Villail101a 
at\mlpt 011 bit Life and the ltiiUng of I loyal bencbman were luoDjly 
4enoullOed by aU the Kurdi$h tribel. The: men of Kala Olin were of 
COUIM loud in their protestatiOlll of ia;norance of the .. bolt ur.;,.. But 
il is dil5cult to keep socreIJ in Kurdistan, wbete every man kootrI 
evuy other , and I.t last il WU whilpered that the leader of this mys
terious band of miscreants. wbo bad ... Dished IS if into the rod:: oflbe 
mlibty IOf'F itself, bad apin been OoDe other !ball Khidber, SOli. of 
tbe bripnd chief, with the intripr Nun Bawil (who bad his 0_ 
reno", for ""ally resentina: t lte pnaence of the Bntisb in Kurdilt&tl). 
0Il0l: more bad Hay narrowly escaped death altbe hllnd of !Ito im_ 
placable Hamada Chin, and onc:e more Iwl LymiligtOI1 defeated the 
bripnd'l plot. 

Wbel1!be rebellioD, of wllio:b tlme attempts on the life of OI1e of 
BntLira'l Political Q!Iicen bad bem but a Dlinor C\ftl, WII linaUy 
"'WI I ~, aU the ..,belleaden wen: pardoned, HamId' ClUn IIDIICI .. 



The Brigand, Hamada Chill 
lbeuI; for Hamada had been 110 WO .. than tun)' otben dwiDs that -. But bcause he ..... poordoooCl tbe old brigand 5;lW nO reason why 
he lhould ,...form his IIwless WII)'J. One day he ..... io the Arbil office 
of the Adminirtnotive lospector, Captain Clatk_'Chakbo', IS lie was 
caned by the tribesmen-who wu endeavouring to senle I dllpute 
which had ariseo between him and one of his nei,hbourl. Hi. past had 
betD quite fo",ven Ind he wu beilllUlown every consideration in Ihe 
case wben, suddenly, incensed by lOme remuk of his opponent. the 
Iced Kurd dmv hiJ dauc:r like IlIash Ind would have plun,ed;1 inlO 
the body of hiJ enemy, had !lOt Oarkl>-luIowfn; lhI: Kurd and his 
wayJ-foroseen the It~pt and c:o.uaht his wrist. TIle draw;n; of a 
dau« dun", arbill"llion is 10 unpardonable offence in Kurdi.tnn, 
IDd mUM a fwd until death with !he: other I,tipnt, MOA:OOCf, the 
Bntisb A<b:nininration could not but reprd nell conduct u crime, 10 

the dtcisioD was gi .... n apjnlt Hamada OJin. That chieflain then 
departed, infuriated with Clarke IIId with the British In ;enttal; and a 
proud, scowlinJ-yet pie!u~ue-old briilnd he looked IS he rode 
of]' 10 hli mountain home. He and his ancestorl had defied Turkilh 
COvemmeJIlI, and he would CODtllIuc to defy tbis Britilb adminiltra
tion. 

EniJjshmen sccretIy admire JUeh mea whatever their duty and the 
IIw IDly uy aboul' maner oftbil bad. Accord;lIJIy Carke SOUJht no 
f\I.rther pIIJIiIbment for tbe impeluollt ehjeftaia, and with pU.t COUnl", 

he I>Ot infRqUClltly visiled Kala ow. IS the Illest of the bripnds.. 
S\Ictt ..... their increaliOI ra.pco;( for thi. officet that the ;encral con
duct of the chief IOd his rou~ bepn at last to thow marked 
inlprovomeJIt. 

When the Rowandu.z road flnt bepn to penetrate the mountains, 
the question whicb CJlercised the mindJ of such men IS Clarke WIS 

how would the lawless tribeuneD beha ... towan:IJ the road~nainecr 
and hi$ unar!Il<d workina parties. DoubUeu they knew that tbe build
ilia of\be road melDt the end oftbeir ancient iDd.cpendenoa. II may be 
n:awtcd here that \be roood·liu ..... admittedly noc tbe bert one from. 
a pllrtl)' enJineeriq point of view, but 1I'OIIDd hither and thither 
lhrouah !be territory .., as to pus Dear Of throulb tbe villares of !be: 
most daUJerOIII men, in the bope that contact with civiliutiOD miaht 
penuade them 10 become 1D0re puceful. I was, b~r, wlUlled by 
Carte of the possibility of oppOlitiou to my work on the part of lOy 
or III oCthese 'specially honoured' tribesmen. 

One day I had been busy chcdi.nJ I~!I with my Indiaa IUNeyor 
far beyond SpiJit Past, uluaUy when I required. hof$C OD odd 
00CIli01ll .1lCh IS thit, I hired \be first that offered, aod I could not 
oped uniformity of perfOf1lllJ!Oe. I had found thaI tbe boneI of !be: 
pIaioJ could DOt be made 10 1l0P pllopina; 011 !be otbu bud, the 
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The Brigand, Hamada Chin 
ponies of Ihe mountains were often never allowed to gallop at all 
and were as docile as donkeys. Perbaps just as wel~ you would SOS. 
if you could see some of Ibe dizzy tracb round the precipices in the 
gorges. 

This morning there w"", no horse .""ilahle ud I walked up from 
the camp alone, leaving instructiOllJ that a borse was 10 be folll!d and 
sent after me. I was detained On the work till dusk, and as there was 
nO .ign of tbe horse I had ordered, I borrowed a pony from the . ur
veyor and rode back up Spilik towards my camp. It wu a lonely, eerie 
path over which no caravan passed after $Undown. This evening all 
was silent ucept for Ibe drone of nighl·beetles. The gnaded and 
stunted oab and Ibe wild mountain'pear trees, hollow and ,hattered 
by par(:bing droughts and winter snow., raised Iheir crooked brandle. 
like the spectres of d~d victims oftllat lrac", and in the dim light of 
the stars they seemed 10 Wave me bac" as from IQme impending 
danger. I rode idly along, rapping the ribs of my pony witb a stick and 
thinking of the many deed. of violence that had happened hereahouts. 
The palh wound pasl a huge rock On which pa=rs-by bad piled 
pebbles (SOl1le said as incantations against the evil spirits of SpiLik), 
and as I rounded the rock, the", in the middle of the track stood a 
lantem, and behind it a crouching figure with • rille. I rarely carried 
firearms except On the fortnightly pay-days wbeni brought money up 
from Arbi!. It seemed a pretly hopeless show, but I rell thai if I must 
be "illed, I had best put a hold faee On it; 50 I rode sl<:adily towards 
Ihe light and said loudly in Kutdi$h: 'Who is that?' 

'It's me, sahib,' answered. familiar voice. 'TItere was no horse, 50 
I came to meet you. This crack is dangerons for a man alone.' 

The sin ister crouching figure whom I had Iho~gh! to be an w.assin 
was nOne otber than Ibe wonby Guergcs who had come with rille and 
lantern many mil", over the lonely pasa to escort me home! 

Even the anxiety shown by my servants, and their belief in the perils 
that encompassed us, failed to fouwarn me of the totally unexpected 
way in which real danger fTOm the village ofK.ala Chin wq 10 present 
itself; and this wos how I first came in contact with Hamada Chin.. 

My bearer, Hassan, had hired for me an old grey hone. When I 
attempted to put the animal to a caoter, his fortieg $\ruck. rod: and,. 
as be colla!*d, I was catapulted Over 1m bead on to the .tony "o~nd.. 
I though! be was killed, but fort~na!ely noither of \IS WM the worse, 
and, in a bad I<:mper, I remounted and rode on. I found that the stay
ing power of tbat borse 00 a 100g journey was marvellous, especially 
considering his age. On one occasion I WII pressed for time with a 
fifty-mile ride before me, yet after nioe cootio~ous hou fS be waS still 
~ntired. In his youth be had probahly been a very fine performer, but 
those days were past, and I toolc another mount for the ~oing 
seveo bours of that hOI midsummer's day. 
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The Brigand, Hamada Chin 
The hire of a horse in Kurdi'tan varies according to the kind, con

dition .nd a~ of the aniwal, and also whether fodder and a man tn 
tend the bea!ll are supplied by th. owner. This horse had a gaudy 
Kurdish saddle. but lillIe el'" besides his endurance to reeommend 
him . A rupee and a half a day was, therefore, fair payment to offer; 
hut when the owner himself, whom I had not seen before, came to 
collect tbe money and found that I offered only twenty_one rupees for 
fourteen days' hire, he gave me a terrible look, bis hand weDt to his 
'khunjar', or dagger, and for a full second he seemed to have a mind 
to kill me. Then he lpat upon the lloor, a IIlO$t deliberate insult, 
turned on his heel and strode away. 

'HI$58.u,' I said to my bearer, 'tell that unpleasant old man that I 
have t ... enty-ooe rupees to give him before evening. If he doesn't Uke 
that he can go to the devil and ta ke his horse with him, for be won't 
get one anna. more. I don't want to see him ifhecomcs tomorrow, and 
I don't like bis manners. Tell him so.' 

10 the evenio8 the old man "'twned and told my ",,"vant tbat if I 
b&d little better to offer for the hire of his horse than tbe wage I paid 
my coolies there was going to be trouble. 

'Good,' I said. 'Bring him bere. Now ask him just what trouble be 
intends to make.' 

Again tho:se haleful e)'C$ were fixed 00 me, and I relnroed his stare 
with equal fury. The man looked SO wrathful that I began to think that 
there w&! perhaps something behind it all that I did DOl understaJld. 
He still fingered his dagger handle as if ready to spring, but he held 
himself in check. His red-dyed beard sank suddenly on hi, breast, and 
he mUllered something unintclligible. 

'What doe!> he say?' I asked Hassan. 'II he cursing me?' 
' No, be just sa)'1 he win take whatever you offer him.' 
'Good,' I said, handing him twwty-one rupees. 'Let me get his 

receipt for the money. His namer 
'Hamada Agha of Kala Chin,' said my servant. 
'What: I exclaimed, in amaument, 'this cannot be Ihe famous 

brigand of Kala Chin I' 
'He is surely Hamada Agh.a, sir. We have not seen him before as he 

is getting old and sick and goes out little. He says that had he wisbed 
be collld have shown you long since wbo was the chief of Kala Chin 
and of the Spilik Pass. He has done you no injury because "Cbakbo" 
of the Briti$h V; his friend, and asked him to help in the road-work ; so 
he lent his horst.. He says it is a great insult to him and his village to 
offer a coolie's rate for the borse of the chief of Kala Chin. It is now 
perhaps old like its master, but il was once the fiDest and fastest;n 
K urdi.sta.n, as many of his enemies c:ould testify.' 

So here was lbe notorious Hamada Chin I He had lent his horse, his 
own horse, as a chieftain to his Buest (for I was his acknowledged 
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guest .. my tent was on his ground). This was not the hired mule of l 
ca,avanch.i. 

'Had you vi5ited him when you entered bi. estates., .. " .... due to 
his position,' H .. san continued to interpret, 'he would have feasted 
you with honey and the fattest goat ofhis flock, but again you insulted 
him and his people by igooring him. Nevertheless, at his orders his 
tribesmen have left you unmo~ted. Today, had he been a younger 
mall he might haW) killed you in hi, anger-but be says it bas DOW 
abated!' 

There was every reaSOn to believe these words, for the Kurds are 
very impulsive a.,d care linle for the results of their actions. 

'Tell Hamada Agha', I replied, 'that f did not know wbo he was or 
I should have shown him the respect due to a chief. Al for the pay_ 
ment, r shall raise it to what is befitting the hire of a chief's horse. Th. 
animal may be old, but like his master is still valiant as wben young. 
I have indeed done Hamada Chin an injustice and offered insult 
through ignorance, but, insha Allab, God willing, perhaps be will 
forgive me. "Chakbo", and ind .. d I myself have good reason to look 
upon him as a friend. 

'Ifhe will pardon me and still hold open hls invitatioo, I shall vi5it 
him and accept his hospitality. I trust thaI long after he and , are dead, 
his prospering tribes will speak always of H amada Chin, terrible in 
war on his swift grey horse, yet greater still in peace, for he has mad. 
friends with the British and the Government of 'IlIq and belped in 
Iheir works; and his tribes and Hock$ have increased and multiplied 
as never before.' 

For years , pas$ed and repasscd over Spilik in the course of my 
work: often I was forced to halt overnight tbere with large sums of 
money I was taking to the road-head for payment of labour; yet 
neither I nor my IDeo were ever robbed, and my relations were alway. 
of the friendliest with Hamada and Khidher and the men of Kala 
Chin...."ucb is the remarkable and, in my uperienee, friendly chaneter 
of the Kurd. 

73 



CHAPTER VlI 

GaU Ali Beg 

I had tel OUI ~ new road-tin~ over Spilil: Pus, and 1M work of 
roovin, ~ creal bouJden mlO Iont walls which would enable In 
evenly Jf&ded road to be buill on the ~, mountailHi~ was pro
ocedin. utisractorily wben orden calm from headq..arten for me 10 
join Captain Franklin, the Irupectiq Offioer of Police, in . n ""le!\Jive 
tour be wu about to mal:e thrOllJh the Row.oduz diJlrtct 10 s::lcct 
sit .. for p(llioo p(lJlI in the mountaiDllOwardJ the Turkisb and PeniAD 
f.oatlen. 

I Wli dad of these orden. If III enp..ee. is 10 be sure that a road is 
loealed Oil tbe best poMib\e route bo mU$t have a good knowled$ of 
IM .. boIe of the IIIIToUDdin. eountJy. Morwver, as Rowuduz wu 10 
be my aulion for 5I)me yean 10 _ part of my job would be 10 
Clrt)I OUI Ollie. "fI"Ofb of the ~parlmeOI in the district. I wilbed, too, 
10..u.: ~ry cbaDCe of aellinl to ""ow ~ tribc$-people belle<; for, 
apan CrOOl the in!!:rest I wu bepooin, to tate in ~ KurdJ ud their 
"')1, 1 needed 10 find out .. hat wen: ~ prO$pcct.I of$CCllrinllabO\lr 
for Ibe ro.d-$<CtiOIll thaI lay amd, and .. betber lIlY of the tribe. 
~re IiJccly to be bostile, as this would mun I mUll asl: for anned 
prO!Oe\ion for lbe .. orl:. 

II wallUagested. thaI OIl tbe tour I lbould Yisil the Kurdish .ovemor 
of lb. RowlDduz di.mict, lb. famoU$ SbciI:h Sayed Taha, lad Iry if 
pouible 10 will his active assiltance. I !:new that nomirWly be was 
pledged to IUpport \be ro.d bcaoute il wu an offic::iaI project, and his 
.... an oI6ciaIly ~ poIitioo; bul whal his rcaJ. fteli.na:s towardJ 
il mi&hl be I had as yet nO me&IU olknowin .. Sayed Tlha wu in very 
trulb tho ruler of this provioce, lad up till 00" little restnUliI from. 
Baahdad had been imposed upon him, thouah lb. proposc<1 polioo 
poJ\S and lbo"" all ~ road I was ClIPged Up(lli _ calculated to 
breal: tbe mountain slronghold of this clever and impcriOUI m.ln_ 

one of the last of lbe greal buon. of Kurdis\an. 
He .... a m.on with a creal reputation. For I Kurd be bad bee" well 

cducaud, aDd be I:oew more than • little of tbe art of aoven!lrlelll_ He 
.... of bi&h Kurdish descetll, and ill addition was. 'Sbcil:h', • title 
whlcb Iw quite. difrercnl mcaniDl to the ordinary Arab word, fOIl in ,. 
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K llI'Ifutan it denotes a man with special religious power. Though the 
designation 'Sayed' means tbat he was a dO$CClldant of the Prophr;t 
thi.! is a much more widely ,hare<! distinction. The Kurdi.h people 
believed Sbeikh Taba could work miracles, and they came many mil .. 
in order that hi, hands might be laid upon them 10 heal their sid
nesses. To Englishmen he U$uaUy deoied that he possessed any ouch 
powers. 

Far from being a religious 'faqir', howeY«, he was, in ev<:ry sense 
of the word, a roan. He stood over six fect in beight, was of powerful 
ph~siquc and loved to display his gre>t powers of endurance by long 
journey. on horselmck and by difficult futs of mountain climbing. 
He rode magnificently, was po mean performer II polo, and wu Ih. 
best rille shot in the country-having something of the rcputalinn of 
W;Uiam Tell for mouksmanship. I t was said that he could ,tand ten 
cigarcttes on end and at thirty paces, using an English senoice rill., 
which he always preferred to the Turkish or Russian wtlpon5, could 
hit each cigarette in tum without a single miss. I never saw him do thil 
re!ll.1rkablc feal, and doubt it; but, as a hunler of bear, leopard. or ibe.l, 
he was fat famed. Every autumn be spent several weeks in Ihe moun· 
tains, and somelimes inviled one nr two oflhe l..e'Iy officers lojoin him. 
They always came back fuU of ad mira lion for his .ndurance and skiU. 

I knew that the success of my work as a road-maker, and even my 
safety, depended largely on the attitude of this man Inwards 1IlC. I f he 
chose, he was powerful enough In ask fnr my removal frnm the di,. 
tric! on nne p ... I.,,! or anntber. Or if he though! the new road would 
be dangerous to his pewer, he might easily amnge for my disappear· 
ance in some len official way. He was responsible for the conduct of 
the tribesmen, and any weakness in his administration mighlencouragc 
lawl .... ness and interf .... nce wilh my work; altogether he was a mall 
to be recl:oned with. 

So I welcomed the prospect of a tour Ihrough lhe domains that he 
kept al peace hy tlte force of his I trOIli personality, and thought !hal 
if I had the opponunity of talldng wilh him in !h. midst of hit own 
people, I should be able tn convince him of the UIlquestionable 1'Illue 
of the rood to his counlry, howeY« much he mighl dilUus! present 
politiel; and resent the sapping nf his power. 

Before the date of the prnposed tour I met Sheikh SayW. Taha quite 
unexpectedly on Spilik PaSll. A long lin. of armed and mounted men 
were filing up the old caravan path amidst my workmen, whn were 
busy on the new roadway. They paused from their labour to salme the 
celebrated chieftain as he passed, and the name 'Sheii:b Sayed Tabal' 
was murmured up Ihe hillside, leaving me in no doubt as to who lhe 
traveller might be. 

Re was aCC<lmpanied by a large retinue of servanlo, clern and inter
preters and a train of mules laden with bulky purehases. The party w .. 
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rctu"';q from Ba&b<bd wheft the $hc;kh had gone to talk ..-ith Kia& 
FaisalaDd the HiJh Commiuiolll!f. It was Icldom thaI he: dciped to 
visil !he desetu .nd cities of the South. 

Mounted on • peat black rullion which p;.:kcd its way carefully 
'111001 !be j.ased limeslooe rocks. s.a~ T.ha looked indeed. lTUe 
~hieflain pri~ of lhe wilds, yel wheo he reached me he dit lllouoted 
aod ~tcd me io yery good English. I am taller than mOl t people. ud 
had .llftdy found Ihal in I raq it pI.)'IIIO look 1.$ imposinlll possible 
wben dealiol with local rolen, but J fell a1mosl insi1nific.ont before 
this hi&. pnilin, dip/omIl .... ho liked polite questions while he eyed 
me keenly. 

'How i, the road procressiol? Wheo will it reach RowandUl? What 
can I do 10 assist in apeditiol the work T 

Whether or not Sa~ T.1uI really waneed 10 see the pIa of bit 
II>CCIU'llllfonJhold shaltered was. IIIIrlor whlch puzzled me. Quite 
possibly be beJie'<'ed 1.$ 1 did that il would eventually hcnefil his <:OIIn
try. IhouJh he himxlfmighl fan by it. He was evidently either a .... 1 
bluffer or a same loser, probably both. 

A potential kinl of Kurdistan. reared if not loved by hillUbjects, 
f.le had fon:od him 10 lubmil to the KOYerllme:n1 which BritiSh in· 
fluence upheld. After aD, he bad IOmethio, to thank us for. If tbe 
'l'IIrks could ha ... Cl.prurcd him he woIIId ha ... been encuted, for II a 
kadet of rebellious tribes, he had been a thom in their llesh for yean.. 
He woWd also ha ... been aJTe$led by the Pmian Gowmmenl if they 
oollkl ILl ... Laid hal!ds on bim. Apin, the Arab ministers in BaglId.IId 
would ILlve been delighted 10 crulb him iflhe High Commissioner hid 
.llowed tlu:m 10 do 10. HiJh thoU£h bee llood among lhe Kurdish 
chiefs, his was. lonely ;randour, tor he wlI surrounded on Ill.ides 
by po$$ible enemies. The Brilish were his only prOI<CIo...-nd he 
klIcw it. 

N .... rtheleu. hi. position WII • dil&ull one for us 10 uphold. The 
Sheikh had biJ OWl! police force, called 'ShabalW', who wen: al'l'l!ed 
aDd paid with go~menllDODC)', ~I there 'll'a.llinle or DO chci;k on 
!he oollec:tion of rcveque from Ilia diJtrict. These ·Sbabaoas' bdped 10 
IJIWd my work and !&oRa and did it wdl, givin, me no COIUX for OOIQ_ 

plaint, hul il was said ebcwhere that their actiODS .... re ~o hi&h
handed It ila custom amona boC.b Mba and Kurd$thal any roan, 
wlLlte...,. bit character, may throw hillllelf on tbe mercy of. tribal 
chief, wbo iSIbeD. bound 10 Idopt him inlo the tribe, l reat him .ccord
i.1I8 to his rink, and prolecl him from bis enemies with.rmed foroe if 
need be. I wu 101d thai 11110,,* Sayed Taha'! men wen: many 111.10-
fldors from the lIUTOundinll diltriru who had fled to him for IlZlClu_ 
ary. Certain il is that there wen: lOme !!nUIg!' characlCn in the 
Sbeikh'l foU<l'Ivin& tbouJb for I~I IIIItler my OWIIlIhour PIIJI-
llined mc:o wbo wen: probably little better. When men camc: ultiq 
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for employment lmade no inquiries about their antecedents; I kne ... 
tIIat many of them were u<riminals; but, as long as tIIey wanted to 
work and would work well, I was only too a1UiOU5to take them. M y 
poliey emulated in,. humble way that of H enry Ford, wbo writes: 
'Our employment offioe does not bar 9. man for anything he has previ. 
ously done-he is equaUy acceptable whether be bas beta in Sing Sing 
or at Harvard, aud we do not even inquire from which p lace be hal 
graduated.' 1 had to IlIJ.ke one or two e~oeptions to my rule, bUI of 
Ihat you will hear laler. 

Sheikh Sayed Taba, having paid his diplomatic compliments and 
taken slock oflheengincer, remounted his staUionand passed OnOvtr 
Spili~, leaving me still unoertain of his reallhoughts concerning the 
road which was pushingforwardioto his domains. Lateroo, however, 
1 got to know him much beUer, and his good win towards me proved 
invaluable. He undel$lood right well how 10 maoage hi!; own people, 
ruthless though he was: but, like olhers of Ihese billmtn, his proud 
and independent spirit finally hrought misfortune and downfall upon 
rum. 

Captain Franklin with his force of lwelve mounted police duly 
arri..w tn rOIJu for the tour of the frontier with the Kurdiu. Com· 
ma.ndanl of Polioe from Arbil, and we pro..w 10 be a most friendly 
party during Ihe day. of journeying we Spenl together. Nearly all of u. 
we", mounted on mules, my own a sturdy animal, smaJ.I and tough, 
while Franklin's was a huge female brute, as big as a buoter, with a 
habit of wailiog at frequent inlervals like. lost lOul io lorment. 

To me it was a memorable journey. First came the R owanduz 
Gorge. I had heard many aocounl$ of its grandeur, not only from the 
enthusia,tic H<I$S,!,u, but from all who had ever seen it Nev.rtheless, 
r thoughl thai when I should COme to sludy il with the impassive eye 
of a maker of roads I should find il commonplace enough-but it was 
not 10. 

Kurdistan is a country of high mountain ranges lying psrall<l to 
each olher, approximately north·west 10 lOuth ..... t Beginning with 
tile foolhills neM the Tigris, each range rises higher !.han lhe wt till 
finally the elevaled Persian plateau is reached with its fringe of 
to" .. ering peau. 

Between tile ranges lie loug valley$, down which run. rivers and 
. treams. Bulthe reaUy unique fealure of these ranges is the Dumber of 
mighty gorges tbat the rivers cut in lheir endeavours to escape from 
1m mountain system 10 join the Tigris. Often enough these ravines are 
nOI stntight clen.; they wind in the most curious faWioD md have 
endleu ramifications. The Rowandw; is the best known and perhaps 
the grande,t of them. aU. II bas no less than five branches through 
which tributary streamsllow tojoin Ihe Rowandw; River, and each of 
thcK is itself ao iOlpO$ing canyon. 
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Loot ap.iD I I the IDIP IDd you will see thai 1M Rowanduz River 
eulen 1M fint arm of 1M ~ 00 1M oorth-casI; lide of the Kurn.k: 
Ranp: at Ronnduz town IQd flows maWy _ward, bOI twjlliq: 
repeatedly '1 Itwp~ ud enclosed. for many miles belweeo allllOlC 
perpcodicullr walll of rock.. Fanher 011, u il pu.scI bel'Clth the Ban
doll Raap, some few lIliles 10 1M el$1 of the brip.nd viUlP of K.aIa 
Cbin, 1M COTF open. out iOlo • VIIIey thaI is wjda" f!'(llD aide 10 aide 
but e>'CII 1Il0re completely ioa ....... sibk,. lo \hiI: valley the Ro .... nduz 
moell the Greater lab lIoMnS from BlUUn and the relllOle hiJhlands 
of the Hal:tiari provinoe in Turkey ""here the: Assyrians once had their 
home:. EVCfY Auyrian lpeal:a: with pride of th. buutiel of Illi, land 
and the kllend. of Illese NCSlOrian Christians claim the upper lab u 
the tnJe I;te of Ihe O.rden or Eden. 

Wben the RowandllZ IQd the Greater Zlb flnwin, from oppolilC 
end.! of the arne Viney meet, head OIl, Ille confl\Wlt wlten turn at 
ri&ht I.DjIeI into the: I01id rock, and buntina: throu&b the miJhty 
Bekhme Gorp emerge 011 to the low1ands of the Hanr plain. The 
riw:r poun thro\IIlI the chasm over jaued ruts ill bailin, catanl;\l 
aDd whirlpools, bet"/I'ee:II roct walls whicb ill place:! almost clo$e over
bead. 1II1»od KUOIlS it may carry more thaD balI 1M .... ten oC the 
Tiifis. AI Bekhme, wbere it escapea to the plains, I judaed thaI • dam 
Cor bydro-ekcuical and irripOOIl pIllJ>I*f coUld be built uDder 
almoIt idcaI <XII>ditiolll, and Dear by 011 the 8 m pbill thousandIof 
homeless Auyrianl ml&bllhen have been iielt1cd IIId have Cltablished 
industries, if .... had thouahl til 10 COIItioue 10 CODtrol Inq. Such 
viliO!lS of. pw;dul ...curity for these people hive, however, oe_ 
J)llteri&lWod. 

In this !ny_mile maze of sorges and canY0n.l an explorer may fol
low one of Ille ",odest fornuotiollS ofnalUR 10 be fouod in Ihe world. 
The Bckll.na Gorge itself is impassable for aoimab, lI1d only I man 
with the: qilily of • cal dare undertake the: danltfOU' pas.saae, 
ICUlXlblin. over lite huse bou!den and round \he ledaes 011 lhe preci
pices wbere t.b~y overhaol\he t,menl ThU joUfOey has ~o Ullder
taken more tlw! -. but 110 man has yel f~ tbc ROWIIId\U. 
River throulh aU iu ...mdin& defiles, and of CO\IlW it hal _ been 
"'opt.!) ~ Tbm are but f .... Kurdish viIJaseI a1oo& ill r«ty 
yet oIle:e:I beautifully wooded Ddcs. and \he villa ........ Ito live \here I« 
wild, primitiw crutllru even u Kurds so. MAllY I« cave-<l...-dk:rs, 
Iti1IliviDs WIder rocky YaU!u with their sheep and pu, jU$l U they 
haw doae &iDee the hinb of the human BCe.. 

Only frOOl • C .... poinu 011. 1M tops of the proc:ipio;ef ill \hiI: deeply 
cldt belt 01 hilhllM. can O!le _ down into the depths wbere ri_ 
meets river and rrom which eomel ille ceaselesl roar of lurJiq; walCrS. 
l ID> pD'........j of I curiosity Wt drives me 10 ICC aU Ibat there il to 
be _no yet, though J IivN tor two yean in th~ Rowand\U. Oorse, it 
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was months before I was able to find ways down evco into thai &cCtion 
through which the road was 10 be made; aod II~ ""'. I able to 
scramble along all those vast ramificalioru of 'gaIi$', sucb .rdnous 
climbing, almost perpendicularly up and down, did it entail. M y in_ 
vestigalion$ in the depth of the ravine enabled me 10 map Oul the 
shortost possible route Ihrough the labyrinth and obtain fairly cuy 
gradients for the road. From an engineering point otv;e", this i. IS it 
sbould be, but I koew thallhose who migbt eventually Iravel through 
the gorge by car would see relatively Iitlle of the grandeur that lay 
around and above tbem, just as pa$Sllngers through the Simplon catch 
bUI glimpses of the beauli<:$ of Switzerland. 

But this detailed knowledge of the gorge I obtained later on. Now as 
I .,.t On my sure·fooled mule and jogged along by Franklin's side I 
realized only il$ immensity. 

From Spilik we followed the old caravan track, which was then Ihe 
only path thai would take us through to Rowanduz, and desceoded into 
tbe vaUey of the Alana Su dowo the steep $hale .Iopes beyowllbe old 
fort of Kani Uthman. Ahead of us rose tbe towering range of the 
KUTrek Dagh, its leaDing waUs oflimeSlone appearing 10 hlock the end 
of the valley down which we rode; but, as we approached, we sa", a 
V-$haped cleft in the face of the rock into which ran !he stream. we 
were foUowing. Pusing through thi5 hidden entrance to the gorge, we 
found ourselve, in an impressive ravine where fine trees grew on the 
steep slopes on either side. A hundred yards or so from lhe rocky 
doorway we turned 10 the right and crossed a bridge, naTTOw and 
without parapets, that Shook be.neatb the tread of our mnles. The 
animals, bowever, seemed quite nnconcerned, and late, on I found in 
Kurdistan ntany bridges that were far more bair-raising lballlhis one. 
Th~ track, whiCh bere bad been partially formed into a roadway by 

the work of the Indian Sappers and MinU"l was overshadowed by a 
beautiful canopy of foliage . It wound through the bottom of the can
yon, Iwisting with the stream. The huge rock behind which the brig
ands had waited. for Captain H ay was pointed out to me. It was big 
a. a tW<>-storied hon"" and had been christened George by Ihe Sappers. 
Later 00, the motor·road was blasted through tbe very middle of it, 
and il was found 10 be prolific in fouiJ. ammonile!i, as largc all foot
boll,. 

Now we came to the only bit of Oat laod ill the wbole gorge, a few 
acres of level ground at the fOOl of a precipice, and al that lime the 
camping place of the Sapper Company 10 which I bue referred. I was 
10 ~ve for two years 10 lhi, spot, officially labelled 'Mile 65' , bUI better 
known as the Camp of GaIi Ali Beg, the Kurdisb name of the ~t 
gorge itself. 

The track led up out of the bed of the Alana Su by a steep and rocky 
path, and here the work of the Indiaru was left behind w . W e climbed 
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IOIIlO I~ hundred feet or mon and, u we roK higher OD. the south 
wall, I be&;ln 10 eel wmc Dotion ot the extt.,1 f.Od colPpl~ry of the 
mi,lhty rifIJ and their branehes, and to rcaliu bow IWTOW they "'ere 
in COiDIpI.ri$OD 10 thc:ir depth. I fdl I could alinott reach 0111 and toocb. 
• lowtriD, pyramid of roek that role oppoIite wbere we Jtood and 
must hive been lOme thousand teet in hciJhL 011 the peak of this 
pyn.!Ilid " "AS • little Iook.out post built or boulden wbere I have smce 
oft"' waited It dawn for ibe:l. It looked quite dose, but to reach il 
would mean .Ionl ..,.d dlf6cult dimb, for the mlio lOTte lay between. 

Hiaber Ind ytt higher mounted the can.van u.ct. A ,ide trail 
blanched off leadin, on over the lummil of tile Kumk Daah, but Ihe 
main road to ROWIOduz which we foll~ turned 10 the len, and 
ririn, man: &cnUy now, wound round lteep and sharp re-entranu 
ovcrlookil\i' river which could be seen II II lilve. strip .lmOlI ver
tically below. I pointed out to Franldin Ihillhi • • iver could not be the 
Alina Su we bad len, for it was Dowioa in Ihe opposite di~on and I 
wu laid tbal this was my firs t lip! of the ROWI.ndu~ Chai, (h. real 
river of the lOr&£. 

AI ~ ~ beyond the hi&best point of the uaek, Fn.ntlin 
eIlecked hi$: mule and pointed _ the IO!P 10 • IlnJIp aDd Iln

upected aiibt. 'IlIroop I narrow slit in the oppocite WID the Balkan 
Ri."r dclivoem:l its _ten. FBDICd between towerillJ clilf. we JaW in 
tho ~ IR'ClI plaiDs ud a ruined bridge 0( many uebel, beyond. 
which rnae a conical mound that wu nnce ,,"rbps a fort of DarillS or 
nf Altunder. The $mooth plain, t..thed in IUru.bine with no living 
thillJ viJible upon iI, _",t<! a land of peace and prornW:! wropartd. 
10 the pim precipica thaI hemmed \IS in. It wu ILmosl as if we wen: 
iookillJ throup. I window inlo anOlM\" world. AI we moved on the 
cliff. closed logelber again and tbe """ne .... ni'h«ias luddeniy as it 
bid appeared. 

It "'" about ben: thaI a K urd of the ""rty wbo knew the place 
tumed loward the cliIf. and $bouted, and Ibe echo of hi. voice came 
back 10 \II in p.OIlly fashion as if lOme m....,!Iet wbo had died upon 
the tncl; wert imprimned for a thousand yean within those rocky 
walls and med 10 be rtJeued. A ftw yard.I farther aDd we looked OUI 
em. a mau 0( yawnin, cbasms, their deptbJ shadowy evm with the 
ilia at ill ~lb.. 

'What do)'Ou think oflbis place, FBllkIiIlT f uid. 'It Ioob pmty 
bopdew to tty to make. road throop it. CIa you IlIl1"t anythia&: 
elM we COIIJd. "'dllli)' do with it'/" 

H. &tood aDd rtprdcd the: weird _ae in ~ for a time and. 
craned bill\eck to try and see down in lO tbe deplha or the: can)'On.. 
then IlISftred dryly: 'WeD, r..., only one 'uaestion WI miJhl he:lp 
yc>u; it'd rnake a mOil Iportio,golf-<:<>W"le, Ihouah t lbouldn'l care 10 
have to bUDI for my ball off the: faj""."y l' .. 
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, We sat tarther bAek in our saddles IS "''e dropped rapidly into the 

gorge again, riding gingerly round the great bluff, that overhung the 
rivu beneath. Once I dismounted and kicked a stooe from the track 
aud &Iowlyeouoted ~ven berorc we $IIW it strike the water rar below! 
Just $(I long would it take for a man to faU ifhis mule &lipped on the 
smooth rock ofthe narrow path. But mule~ arc cautious creatures, and 
our beasu bugged the mountain-side with tbe utmost care. Only 
camels and bones from the plain. earn the just reward of careJess
ness on this dangerous bluff. Bo,,", lie in heaps on the sbarp rock. 
below. 

Aner this the track des:oended steadily, and I thought we should 
soon be riding alongside the swirling tor,..,nt of the Rowanduz eha;. 
Instead, we turned suddenly $Quthward up a cle!'! where we were 
almOSI deafened by the roar of water whicb poured. down the Slttp 
ravine to Ibe Rowanduz Chai below. The lrack crossed and recrossed 
thU torrent, in One place by a nalnral bridge of rock beneath which tbe 
water bad tunnelled iu way. As we climbed the thunder or water be
came ever louder, and then we $IIv( that the mountain-side on our 
right was a mass offoam. A veritable river wa. pouring from the $(Ilid 
rock overhead. This WII5 the famous spring tbat Hassan had Once 
tried to describe to me in Diwaniyah and which was spoken offrom 
cod to end of Kurdi".n. It is called Kani Bekhair, meaning 'tbe useless 
spring', because ;t cannot be made use of for irrigalion as there is nO 
arable land near it. The ruins of a building close by .howed, however, 
that once it had been used to lurn a Kurdisb lIour mill . These water 
engines are slrange contraptions, though Similar in principle to Ibe 
Pelton wheels commonly used in most up-tD-date hyt!ro..,lectOc instal
lation •. Tbe K urds have e'ICn invented an automatic arrangement for 
feeding the grain to the millstones, each re""lution of the stone allow_ 
ing a small quantity to pOur into tho: central bole. One comes upon 
Dlany of these mill, 'till grinding whoat and barley /lQur in K urdis\aJ1, 
but the mill of Kani Bekhair has long been out of use. There was no 
house or viUa~ to be seen, and the spring wasted itself over $(IUd 
, ocl<. 

Only a 'chaikhanab' stood on aD island IIDlidst the running water, 
aDd here we resled gratefully and $3t and drank tea in the sbade of its 
thatched roof. We were told tbat;n the boming heal of .ommer 110-

where in all Iraq could there be found a more refreshing spot 10 sleep, 
for the air was cool from rushing (orrents of ice-cold water all round. 

'Does anyone know who:rc tbis Kani Bekhair CODles from 7' I asked. 
But no ooe did. The SOUrce of lhis river tbat springs from a mOun

taio-sidc is quite un1::nown. That it must be fed by lunace water i. 
proved by the fact that it becomes discolourM io Ihe wet weather, but 
no river of anything like iU size is known to di,appear inlO the earth 
in the mountains Dear by. The spring is perpetual; ;1 "'lUes and waneR 
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accordin, to the -.onJ, but il never dries up and ita temperalu~ is 
ra:narbbly CODltlnl 

We climbed ;010 our saddJes apill and filed oJf up the Jleep path 
thai led out of the valley. Aftu dimbinlsotDe bllDdteds of fed up. 
shak track: we reached • ,;die and aw ODCI! mono the plains near 
Diana, wllidl we had altcady afunpsed that day throuJb the 'wiDdow' 
of !he Balkian Gorae. In the niIIe mila _ !wi InveJl<d from the 
cnlnl!>Ce of 1M 10 .... of 1M Alana 5 .. tile tract had risen and fallen 
lite the tempel'lluN: chart of • malari. patient, and I could,.,. that 
the route we b.leI followed wu quite unsuitablo rOt widen in, inlO I 
motor road, howe"" well it might serve as . footway ror animals.' 

What • land wu this in which to attempt to build roada! W. 
paused On the Cf<st ofth. ridge to !'e$t Ollr bealU ,n., the IOIli Ugua 
locenl from the ' Prlni. for the Ir&d: had cUmbed a t an almost im
possible "adieDI and had passed up throup. nlrrow cleft that the 
ba8&lae mill" could barely negotiate, and where they ~ippod fre
quently 011 the 1m000h rock. 

Fraaklin mopped hi, brow, for we IwI bocn walkiqlo mt our 
muJes........ procedure that the police escort rq:ard«I at $<)me (Omt of 
EqIish IIW1Dcas till !bey ......, curtly ordcrtd to do the ume them· 
leh~. 

'You will DHd cscalaton on !his section of YOIll road,' be &aid, 'Cor 
I ref_ 10 drive lIlY car up that pbI::e. As (Of !be nISI of the tnct..., 
haw ~ 0_ today, I wouldn't tackJe !hose curves on the ed&e of 
the precipice eft .. if you provided me with .. parachu"" and if it COD><S 

to the Ioc:al t.ui4riven with their steeriDalXlellied up with feucilll 
wire, you kaow .... hli would hlppen jfyou drove with one of them. 

' It the Ameriwl, bad this place anywhere IlUr Coney IIland they 
would huild • 'witch-back railway On it thlt would be the world'. 
tMller, Illd they .... ould hive. xnodern Blondin doing ltipt_rope tum 
acrou the gorp witb • Wheelbarrow. 

'SeriOUlly, the moviDJI picture people could 'lqe magni&ent 
IWWiot Illd hlir-raisin, dramas.,.jth Sheikhs and Primitive PauiollS, 
and an that IOt1 0{ ''moYie'' .tuJf. But, lpealda. U lla)'DWl, I IbouId 
say that . rvad-eoai_r is .urely tatber up aplnsl iL WhIt do you. 
proP<*' to dor 

'Wdl,' I $lid, 'the track we _ by certainly ........ to have dis
adVIIIIIFt .. I DItUn..l opecdw1oy. A road.-Jd be made, but I mIlS! 
reoetve jucIgemeIIt till I have bct:o throup !be bottom 0{ that (:Ill)'Oll, 

ifit'. poaible ever 10 1ind ..... y;.,10 it; perhapt '" (:Ill make. road 
10 R OWIIIdul e4cwhne.' I was thiakin., of !be allmPJC J bad bad of 
the DiaDa plain ill !be far distuo:: throujh the waU oftlie ,OfF.. Thm= 

, LaIO' 011 IhiI _ .... wi_ 0I>d _Ib" impnlWd oopeciaIJy to ....... of 
\be ouy ..u.,..u.:., of "'" !Iura &leu, !ott "'" Hurb ""d r ............. CII this 
""'" CII .... olllot ""' ... lhat \boy ..,.,.,"""" uood. 
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...... rurety • possibk route if o~ could ~ probe the bo...m ot lhD 
e.xtnordinary vallt)'. 

We rode on put the re:maias of Turl:ish barncb built frota the 
friable rock of the hillside, tiD a few houses appeared on a rocky face 
thlt Jloped away below UI for a thousand fect to a river ia the dis
tango. Before uS wu a great panorama and J could .,.., that, or all . 
plica in the world 1 had ever visited, Rowandu~ oras about the IOOIt 
difficult to reaclI with a motor road. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

Forts on the Frontier 

R owanduz il •• tnlnae1y litualed to'Offl, dolllinatini the _tern 
approach to the gorge just as effectively as Spilik Pass, fifteen mila 
IWly, dominatu the watem eotrance; for then: is no Irld: passable 
for caravans OIbor thI.ll the one plwd ,..jth Ilippery boWden thlt 
leads throop the old bazur beside the water4wmc1 a! a hrtaknock 
ugle of de"",nt lhal cauaed even Our mules to Ilumble. 

I n Ilris lIIId nf mOUllwDI, rivers, lorgcs and ",tun.! rampartS, the 
Iowa could hive hccn bu.ill in 110 more commanding positioo. II liea 
between two mi&bty c:hasm.l 00 I narrow IOOpe or mel: that IIope$ 
dowri from the high ran&e of the Kurrei:: Da&h. Thil tonlUe as il 
desconds becomes I strip _reely OIIe hundred yards in width, which 
falll lteCpIy until it IUclIeI I & t platfonn of mek by lhe confioOd 
baob or the Rowanduz Ri""r, which he .. IUmllblrply into the CIfI· 

yon that boundl tbe prolllODlory on the We$!. The stream runs betwtC'D 
sbeer walls Il"" hundred feet in he.iPI with scanl foothold, even It the 
botlom by the WllteTlcdF, for Iny animal tarau or leu nimble IUn 
the InOOllWIlIbeep ud ICCII which the oomad tribes sometimes dri"" 
this way. ThQ: was the beginning oflbe RowaDdu% Gorge OUI ofwhi<:h 
we had climbW SOIDe three milu Iowu down II the Kani Bekuir 
Sprill" The ICCODd Clflyon On the eIItcru oidc of Rowanduz is thl.1 of 
the Haodrin OW,just II deep and lwc-inspiriollS ill neipbour. 

Hip On the sleep IDd ... rrow slope Ind pe....:Md thus belwun IWO 
&reat precipi~ u the town of Upper Rnwandu~ AI the fOOl where 
the Clflyons a1moct meet Ire the ruins of the Drarly <kM:rted J..owt,r 
RowaDdu~ Bmvcen the upper and lower towru winds the aoQenl 
tracl: whlc:h all caravans from Turkey Ind Persia bad 10 climb. These 
caravans, as Ihey passed t!trough the town, paid dUel 10 the local 
officials, and lbe "cal ftoc:b of the nomads were lI!!ied for IUltioo 
before tbey enlcn:d the IOJIe. Rowanduz thUI tollccted I stead, 
~ue PH niona.Uy for the GoYetlUllcnt, .... hen there was ont, more 
often for Ibe local administration or ruli", trudlain. 

From Lowtt ROWIIndu~ two utcks di_Fd. One crossed the 
RDwuduz River by. narrow bridae without any pu1Ipet, I~ I 
lbeer ravine lOme rigbty feet in dcpth. Ovi:r this bridae came lrI""Ucra .. 
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Forts 011 1M Frontier 
from dinanl Turk"", and from Diana and the K.urdish villr. .. 01 the 
DOfth. lbe tecond trick led up the: vatlcy 10 • 'Prin, called Kani 
l indian, and thence over the pass of Zin.i-5beikh to Penia., nOw only 
Klme forty miles away. 

Rowanduz looks out on mountain. Oil. all sida-jagged and ,mIll' 
Jar pean. nearly aU of them over eighllhOllPJId feet ;n beighl, snow
capped tor sill. months otthc yur; thoush even in summer. when the,r 
summilS are bare, they an: no less maJlli5ccnl. Across tho river which 
winds snake-lite below the town, rises • hi&ll rid&<: of s.hale OQ whlcb 
stands. mauive fort, built, ;\ is said, by Kor Pasha. tho bliDd MIler 
nOl only of this district, but of lhe grcatc:r pari of Kurdistan • o;:entury 
180. Like mO$1 prominent Kurds be was eventually killed, in this cue 
by the Turks, who finally overthrew him. Beneath the fort ~. lui<' 
Ilorag< tank for wlter, which WII5 full even thai midsummer wben I 
viailed the place, but tilt buildin, ilKlf was totteri"" for il was a.id 
10 have been bldty slltLlcd by the Rus$ian mountain baltoriQ ill 191 S. 

The RU$$lans, willi some Anru:lliaM and. Assyri.al>s wbo bad joiMd 
tlIe:m-my servant ~rges wu ODe or these &stroyed 111011 of 
Rowanduz, and lhe lo ..... r lowo by lbe river ItiIllics mainly in ",illI, 
for only when the DeW Toad restorN its ilflportaI>Cl' did tile 10WILI· 
people begin 10 rebuild lbe place. I heard onen from O uerscs aboul 
the u ding of Rowandw:. 

'I have twice burned Rowanduz,' be would say with the tit 01 Julius 
CMsar. Modesty wu lIever OIIe of his virtue$.. I warned him tlr.althe 
k$S said about ouch exploits the better, for I wanted to be friCDd!y 
with the Kurdish people; it would IlOl help ..... tters 10 hi", tbcm 
latin, revenge upon my tervant. 

However, Ihe bumin, or R owl.llduz had not been anythilli like the 
Fire or Lolldon. The houses bave stone Or mud·brick wall. I nd the 
only inllamm'ble part ia the roof, whlchCOllsiltS of beams and thu:h
il1& eoverN with mud and Jlones well TOlled in to give a waterproof 
IUrf ..... Yet the destruetioll of Ille roofs It tbe onset of winter wben 
!bey CI.IlIIot be repalrod., ancllbc robbiD, of the oeasoo.'s pain, melllS 
dire di$tresl1O the people of I K urdish toWl!. 

Rowanduz does IlOl poo$CSI any 1I0lCWOnhy an::hiucture as doeIlhc 
c:itadd of Amadia, the other ancient Kurdish lU"onghold in the moun· 
wos oOrlh of MOlul. Its bllilding< are crude and simple u the moun· 
Jain iuelf. To withsland sieges such places must alwa)'! ha .... I""ir own 
wateNupply-lhoup lhi. may be anything but ucilal}' Ind i. the 
commOfl cause or widespread typhoid alld dyxnlCl}'. In Ron.o<lu.z 
the little stream whieh C>Ur party f<>llowfll dow<> through !be IIIlTOW 
baaar 1n$ far from dun by !be Iinle it had rulll few bUDdred yaros 
bet_ the bou,", fVCn though it bepn as I cryIIII brook 011 the 
K urrek moulltain-side. My ;111=1 in lbe necessity for purer ..... ler 
wu SOOIl to be stimul.l.led when I myself contracted a sickneu WI 
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Forts on tltt Frontier 
must have been due to drinl.cing from tome such infected source, and a 
year liter I found ""It pleuure in llyill3 pipes to supply dean wlter 
to ilolfI'anduz. 

The town Ul'OfIlUItic ill its history and ill its YH)' alDlOJphere, for It 
bas aMYl bee:o. a place nr &rim deeda llld bloody retributinn. III 
sreatcr and its le$scr ruleB alike have nearly aU IDCI with violent 
deaths and eW'n today this reputation is being welle. med. 

It it not I big tnwn-there i. nO rOOm for I bil town-but it i, an 
important plac:c, IS it uthe teat of admiDiliratiOIl in !his dutrict, and 
in it lioed several nntlbLe peopic. The leadin& townsman II that period 
was b"wl Be,. Thou", noc yet thirty he ..... a\llln far-si",ted and 
ahead of hi I lime. Nine years before when quite. YOUlh he had been 
appointed by Capl.lin Hay ... local administrator, but now, for rusons 
IS yet unknown 10 me, he did !>Ot IInId any position of o/licial rapOll· 
sibility in tbe district. He was, b01ftVCl", • Depuly in the Dewly estab
lished IBq Parliament in ~tion to bcini the /DOtt powerful tribLl 
chietlain of Rowandll%. 

There lived in R owanduz also SIoy«l Heusni Effendi, the editor of 
the loo:.itl Kurdish neWJpaper-writtec., illustrated, printed and bollod 
with hiI O"n hand, and the only one of iu kind in 1M world. He wiI.hed 
10 accompany our party on the IO\I.t ~ wen: roakiD" for like jownaI. 
isu \be world Ovtr he did not wanl 10 miss any aood ropy thaI ....., 
loilllo and rode alOllJ with U$ armed with a formidable.lool.cinl note. 
book in whicb he drew sketcbes with considerable talent. 

The 'Rais-d·BcWl.iyab' or Mayor of the towl> was M ohl.llUllCd Ali 
Agha, I """table VIClf of Bray in lhe way he m&Dapd to prosper 
seRDeiy, be then: Turk, RussiaD, Briton Or Arab in power in Rowan. 
doL Later 011 it 10 happened thaI 0IIe of my road camps was nllb
lished near his home and this portly old m&D onen u$cd to call in to 
tee me, usually to ask for lOme favour or articl~ lhal l could nOI aranl 
him. Yft we rubbed a\onJ: fairly wdl for I made a point of doi", for 
the people of Rowanduz whatever .. moe I could. I IItcd 10 atmIp 
wilh him about trips for 1M fChoolboys to come and visit the work 
and have at! outing (not forgeninJ I,ood feed for them afterwardl). 

I fotu>d Ihlt alIlh. townsmen beet.mc iocuasillJly fri.ndIy u time 
went on, bUI on thil &rsl visil they ICemCd to me a 'dour' lot of peop~ 
10 like In they in thc:ir rescrft and !adlllrruty 10 tbe hillmen of Scot-
1md. Tbey have 1>01 the JI"IOCfuI menen of the Arabs. nor !he A.me 
Ilatteriaa e1oqucnoc to In unknown pest: yet I wu to fiIId that they 
!wi m&Dy more solid qwolities. They were described 10 me II more 
misetly tltall the Arabi llld ICS$ williul to be generous hollS, but I dis
covered that there 1I'U little truth in this, even thoU&h there wu no 
dollhl: that the a-. Kurd bas to liw very simply and lparinaly. His 
country is rocky and \IlIproductlve and there ulittle Rat land fit for 
cnItivation. They Ire a poor yet proud people. 
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Forts on Ihl! Fronlirr 
We anoked aDd. drank tea and coffee with !be notables, --ma 

their few &n>1f but qllite friendly qutoltioDs till Sheilch Sayed Taha 
joined Our party. He bad come 10 aeon UI to hi! famou. t\lQlfI1Cf 
rt$OrI, the Spring of 1indian, where I Jre8.t feast had heen prepartod. It 
was dusk wheD we len the town, riding in lillJlc IiIe behind the tall 
horsemen who led the way up the bank of tile riveT. Whall retief it ..... 
an ... being '!DOna oppressive clifl's au day to ride <>Dee more thrOU&b 
• wide and open VIlIeyI The darkoea deepcmd. Gallopina tribel.JDeq 
'ppcarui, reined up suddccly with bol""lMhoes strilcioJ fire 0 11 the 
roeb, .poke to their dUe( ... d di51ppeami inlO the darkoeu >.pin. I 
wondered with 10""' misa;ivio& wbat all thi. portended and where we 
were beiDg takeo. In reality it was just the normal flUS of nakina hos
pit.hle arrangelllenll for our en!<rtainment, and I cannol speak 100 
hiahly of the kiodDeli with which the SbeiJc.b invariably received his 
... u. 

We were ushered ioto hil banquet ball-dIe cave in wlUch ..... the 
map:; Ipring called K.I.ni JiDdian.. The ILI.me IDWlllitually tbe 'lpMg 
of the FIlii'. Tbi. ~rd spring disobeys the II ... of all .... tioaallpli!lil. 
and Kurdish tradition saY' it has done 10 . io.ce time bepn. It 1IC1W:1 
and <U$e$ half a do~n times a day-quite the most temperamental 
.pring I have ever beard o f. It comes from a deep rw:ss in the lolid 
r«k of the HandriD mountain which is 8,600 feet in height. It ltarts 
.nd IlOpslS it pleases, IOmetimes lucking back down the funod lithe 
relr of the cave, $OI'DtIimes wellinc rorth in a &reI1 toJ'rellI thlt Ootr_ 
.6ows ill eha.nnd and IlUbmerges the Soor of tlu: eaotrn. Tbere illtO 
regular intuval in ita lIuctUltions.. The ollly upb:Q.aUoo I can think of 
is that the water lI1I.y come from lOme ",btcnmean lake barilla a 
oonoeclioo tbroual\ the mouotain with the lir, 10 that windl or the 
barometric pressure nay be responsible for the vari.tion of ill lIow. 
Some or the springs ofKurdistan a re sulphurous and IOme.~ thermal, 
but there seems no e.ideo.ce of any ",yser actioa bere for thit .... Ier is 
pure and ioKoId. It is used for irription and for drivinS tho 1I011l
mill that stands where ill walen leap inlO the Rowandw: Ri¥u. 

After the feast, w~ ~ concll>ded with lusciow """"' dn.wn up 
in Jre8.I baskets from tho icy depths of the Iprint. we slept outside \be 
cave beside tbe 6ekle Itream. where it enUred the prdeDJ below. llId 
II d.wn we tool< le.ve of our bost who seot with us IWO of bis men to 
a~t u &ul<!es and to be IOCUrity for hi. own good faitb towardl us. 

The day's march found UI far to tbe north towo.rd& Turkey, outside 
1M village of Shaitaoeh (meaning, I ,uppose, 'the Devil"s viII.'. fot 
'Sbaitan' is the woe WOld as Satan). Here the lim oftbc police forts 
.... 10 be erected. "Tho bndman seemed not overpleased. wben be 
beard what ~ 10 be done, SO ""hen 1 10'- back to Spilik. l llent lay 
tactM ~, ~ Efl"endl, to SbaitiOUl to take ch~ ud with 
a small detachment of IIiI Ille enemies. the Assyri.l.n Levies. he kept 
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peaee tbcre, for Ran= had a fritndly, unoblfllSi .... person.a~ly aod a 
bleb RIIK of iDtearity which inlluenc:cd the hostil~ aod IUSpiciOllS 
tri~o more than blustering ron:e could do. 

Wt were now upoc lbe fru.,e of whal was Aid to be a danpOlll 
loo;:ality, for M...,re ",thin the spbere ofiolh .. oce ofSbeikh Ahmad 
of Banall, a _bat r ...... tical chiel\aio who, thou", not opealy 
boJ\ile 10 the British, bad 001 bcco particularly fricodly in the pasL In 
addition 10 the bu.lldinl of the police posts a road would $OOOet or 
later be made iolO his couotry 10 connect the isolated posts lo&ether. 
Then, pe.hapl, !hi, redoubtable Sheikh might be lnduc:ed 10 lea .... his 
hiahland fa.lnessel . nd disco,"", the world tbat l.y beyond hil own 
hilltops. I n the meanlime his decisio!l$ and lubKqucnl .ction' Were of 
anal imporlln~ 10 our project&. 

I Wli beliinninJ to hav<: faith in Ibe say;n, that no mlo U: tntirely 
bad ; and I had been impressed by thefllCl that thoulb my De~ent 
bad already beaun the buildinl of .lar&e block-bouse.1 Bleh, 10 the 
_ t oflbe distJia ...... were now enterina. the work bad oot 10 f. r bcco 
oppoICd by Sbeikh AhmAd. The commeneemtDt ofthil work bad bcco 
the 1IIIt;ect of much military COlISiden.tion and two coIu ...... of 
MJyrian trOOpS were onobimed al dilfertnt poiDts and ordeml. to 
idvaooe, ooe from the tut and. ODe from the 1OU1h, to <:lprun !be 
JII'OPC*d lile. My immcdiote .. nior, Major Pl=1l)', ..as I10tifted tbl.t 
he: 0\\111 be prepamI to co-operate aod be ready to ItlfI buiIdiot 
openotiOIlJ whe!! the troop! bad IlkeD pollealiOll. But tM most c:are
fuUy prepane! military plan roay 10 awry. Owint 10 c.haoFS io the 
tUne-tLble of openolion5 the engineer reao;bt;d Bleh before .nd OQt 
ane. the military conquest. When the troops arrived, Qn~ calulDO from 
tbe easl, the other from the lOuth, 5OOUI, seot oul ahead and flank 
",arol IdvanciDll warily, prepared for lome deadly ambush, they 
found the eoainecr bad already pitched hi. camp Wllhe lile .nd was 
aoholy ,oin. ahead with his building surveysl 

10 tr\Ith il h.u often beeD proved in Kllr<!illao !bat • null party, 
espccially luch harmless folk as an engiaeer aod hi. workmen, caa 
DlOVC .boUI without interference where arralet may be violeatly 
ruisttd. Thil .......... n illustrated wbe:a !he Iraq ll1O)' .... ev<:ntually 
SCIII to pllrOIlhiI territory, aod .t OCIOC CIID>C iDlO COIl8itt with Shdkh 
Ahmad. The Arab army would oertaialy have been defeated and 
ptl'hapjl wiped out, bIIt for the timely iDtcrveotioa 0( the R.A.F. 
wbich Avec! it. 

From $haitllleh il is . loal day'J m:k to Kaoi Rash~!Well1)' 
miIeI by the route we had 10 follow, OYer IlIllIY llcep pISKI and deep 
nvmc.. T o live ou..,l_ .ample time 10 eu.mioe the COUlltry for rilea 
for the poJ;ge posts we left before daWll. 

It illtnap to set off 011 Dlule-back alool a mountaiD pith ia Ibe 
darknw, foUow;o, dose behind the dim figure of lhe ridel in froot, 

~ 



Forts on the Frontier 
through stunted oak trees, over vaIley and spur, f«ling the groWld 
sinking Or rising as the grade ch.o:o.gcs, but seeing almosl nolhiDg. 
Hol'SU and mules .;:an sec fairly well in the dark, so there is no need to 
WO!'1}' much excepllo l{)()k out for overlmoging hnl.llchcs . One i1an"'" 
back along th" caOlvan line, lit with the glow of • cigarette here and 
there, hean the linkle ofa mule-bell in the trarulport behiod, and t hen 
dawn slowly breaks. Son shafu of\ightgleam over the mountain_lops 
from the cast, the long straggling train of animals becomes every 
momenl more di~tinct, the rim of the sun at last appeafl and the golden 
baJlleap. clear above Ihe hills and mounts rugher and hi.gh(:r iUlo the 
sky as wejog on and on into the blazing heat of midday. 

I was used to long rides by this time, but Franklin, thougb a bard
ened ... tenn of the Kut~l-Amarah .iege of 1915, and a man of tall 
powenul physique with a reputation for endurana: amongsl the 
Arabs and the Kurds, was just fresh from his offiee and cursed heartily 
aU the way. I adroit that on the last stage of the day'. joumey my own 
temper was strained as mueh as his. Wbile we catrie<l on our investi
gations we had allowed the baggage caravan wilh lhe tenU, food at>d 
servants 10 go ahead with orders to wait for us at the Biru Gird 
R iver some few miles from Klni Rash_ When we eventually reachtd 
the river aner nightfall, tired and hungry, we discovered that our 
orden had been misunderstood and they had gone ou. We had been 
withe>ut lunch c:<Ct:pt fe>r a water-melon given us by a kindly Assyrian 
pusanL To add to Our discomfort the me>squitoes wore ferocious and 
we were ne>t cheered by being 1<>ld il was a particularly bad district for 
malaria. Frank ~n, being a poliee e>!fu:er, was very exacting in !tis 
orders, and rather than e>vcriook the matter he recaUed the ClfaVIJI 
already camped far ahead, even tbe>ugh we probably sull.red mou 
from this injuncticm than the offenders, woo were already rested and 
fed . It was midnight before we eventually had our evening meal u d 
could turn into our ClOlp-beds. 

The Bim G ird is ucfordable in flood &eaS01l$ and Dear our camp 
was tbe site of an old hridge. A few of the piers still stood, for they 
had been built of good masonry, "Iuared rock cemeDted w ith fune 
m ortar. We were Ioldan interesting tradition nf thiJ bridge, whicb wu 
said 10 have been built by H arun al Raschid. The great Caliph wu 
renowned as a builder througho ut his wide dominions; and (possibly 
by the magic help of the genii), he il said to ha ... OOll$trucled a bridge 
or a mosque in every place he visited. In Klni Rash near by i. a 
mosque ~llently built in the &amC "Iuared (IlBSOnty and lime mortar 
as the bridge, quite wilike the rough he>uscs e>f the viUage where mud 
is U$Od as cement. The !)MlIe Kani Rash, they said, was derived from 
Ra&cbid, and al<>og the river is a nother village called H allCUDI, obvi
oU$ly, .... e were te>ld, another part of the Caliph'. name. These facts 
were t e>1d UI as proof that Ihe story is oorrect and Ihat this bridge was 
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really the work of the central penonage of the J4,abilm Nigh,s' tales. 
Ali likely as not Ibe s\tUCture was buill in a nigbl as was Aladdin's 
palace, bUllbe ravage. of time bave undone lhe work of tbe ancient 
wi1.ard. In i(.$ day;1 mUSI bave been a very useful bridge, and I sug
gested we sbould =onunend lhe .. «tion ofanothor one in the .ame 
place = if we bad 10 use slower and more OTIhodo~ means. 

ID.doed, tbe construction of Ibe block-house for Ibe police at )(ani 
R uh was no simple mailer. Here al"", as al Shaitaneh, a smal! body 
of Uvy soldien was stalioned, and, though they would have been 
quite unable to resist a determined attack in force by Ibe Sanaa lribes, 
tbtir presence pvc Ihe workmen confidence, for Ihe Levies belonged 
to Britain, wbicb meanl much;n Kurdistan. In addilion Ihey held a 
Slrong polilion once the walls of the building were up, and they were 
.oad soldien. As I bave remarked, il is difficult to cateb an Assyrian 
sentry Ilecping. 

Thelinle force wu in belio communieation witb tbe post al Shaita_ 
neb, Ind Sbaitaneb in tum with the main Levy Camp at Diana, so 
news of an impending attack could be fluhed 10 headquartel1 in lime 
for assistance to be senL Fortunately, as it turned OUl, Ihef< was 
neither altacl: nor demomlral;On agaiml Ihe posl throughout the 
course of the work. 

Aparl from the question of defence th. !ramport difficulties wef< 
considerable. A kind of cement caUed 'juss' was required, made by 
rol.$ling lhe alabasler (calcium sulphate) fo<=I: which;s found in these 
mountaios till it becomes a kind of plaster of Pari •. Thill malerial bad 
to be carried from Shaitaneh on mule-bad: aod nearly a hundred 
mules were continuously employed On this job. Mules af< sufficieotly 
valuable animals 10 lempl aoy Kurd to lurn bandil and drive lhem off. 
Olber requirements, sucb as doorl, windows, roofing Ind fillings had 
to be brollgbt trom far-off Baghdad and money bad 10 be takea up for 
the payment ofwages. 1 had learnt the le!.soo taugbt liS by Faisal Ad_ 
Dawi.b at Ibe Basa.iyab massacre in the $OlIlb, "" il beboved me to 
take every pRCaution. I myself visited. tbe place mOf< tban once 
dllring the period of con.muction and 1001: painl to a.seertain Whether 
there was aoy ill feeling in the district lowards the Uvy soldiers, or 
Oil! workmen and their overseer, and ifso, wby; for troubles"" often 
had unall beginniogs. All rumours or bad reports of the men's con_ 
duct we .. looked ioto, and cbanges made SO Ihallbe rigbt men were 
obtained for the work. Anyway, the redollbtable tribesmen of Ban:an 
left u. alone and even lent their own animals 10 help liS. 

Two days after leaving Kani Rasb we came at sunset to the Baltalion 
Headquarters of the A$yIian Uvy Troops. r had begun 10 look upon 
the .. Assyrian.! with much respect and I bad Mady met $Orne oftbeir 
Britisb officers. The camp had I wi .. IC$.l station and was built along
side the nalural aeroplane landing·ground. It was well fortified, sur-
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rounded by picteb: ... d a good dcaI of barbed wire lind .... oeat II)d 
lhipo$hape in every telpoa. The bllSiDeSllike chaIknp of tile KO Ity u 
'" entered, the pard oa duty UDder the Union JIcl:, wlUt:b wu slowly 
Iowtitod 10 the bu&Je-caD ... the ..... lei behiod tile QlO\l/l~ while aU 
in thai lillie community stood stifIIy to attention, made an impressi..e 
lpectacle in tQ moll I'ftDOte or all Blitis.h OUlpoilll- Iu !he las! 
eclIoa died away we wenl for..-ard 10 the Meu IIonsaa a."o lle wbere 
wilLow lreel IKW II inlervals beside !be implion d\.anno,* on ei!ber 
side, and loa, rowt of taU sWlllowel'l stood in b1OO11l, 

Atler lhe weeki of IOlitu<\e llu.d. spenl Oa Spilik PIUS, followed by 
Our .rduous trek through wild and scantily populaled c;:(IWlUy, il was 
I lnn p 10 be pilcbforked into a civiliw:! environment apia. 

We were mtl by a bi&. smartly uaiformed officer witb cane l ad the 
red plumed hat of the batlalion, who wu afterward, 10 bca>me a 
familiar friea d in tbiSll1'IOge \and. A real Londoner, he ~ted \U in 
the .mo-comic manner thai r later knew 10 ...dJ., and parUy in ox
ptaSion and partly because of his witty bulfOOlla)', be was, to me, 
alwaYl di$tinct.ly remioi_nl of GeoIF Robey. 

'Hello <:hapsl You're Fraoklin aad tbe eosiuee1' bloke, I tuppose? 
Wdl,l'm AIt York. You sent I bello IIICUaF froID Shailloeh, elida'i 
you? s.up;.inaly il SOl bere beforc you did, in spita o f our IicnaJltn 
bavinS baMIed it, 10 we wireleued Mosul for exua beet. 11 ,*,,'1 
arri'1:d )'d, bul come and try a piol of YCSlmily'11 Glad 10 gel it 
U$ed up; we lind it doesn't keep ..... n litis hot ....... Ib .... SceIDl 10 
eYlpora le, ,peciaUy if taken off ice Ind pUI in a mill alonpide 
one', elbow.' 

Captain York wal ICOOmpanied by a I;OUpk of I.Qla]l fOI_turiel'l 
who m iffed swpiciowly at our lep u we dismouoted, but forgot \IS 

enlirely and p'" way 10 a noisy chorus when tbme pel bear. SU<idtrlly 
galloped up. Tbey were young OnOS thai bad beeD eaptured in the 
mouo~ I nd Ibey bounded up to \IS in tbe: bC)pe of geltill, \be lllUai 
lump of l up r , bul York warned US 10 beware ofthc:ir playful embraces 
if we didn'l ..... nt our clotbes ripped 10 pieca. 

Most of the otI'arI II Diana seemed. 10 be Scotsmea from ...ell
kAowD resi_ta. ADd I was ddisbtcd in lind McT lYuh. wbom t bad 
met al Hillah, aJDOI\PI them. SevmaJ. bad seen almoil U 10IlJ teniDc: 
ill Iraq u FrankliD him!elf. The l..evieI had t-u.. "",,'iderahl)' Wcu 
force uwI were at 1M time being pd..ally di$bllllded Tbere .... OIIIy 
one other hattaliOll Id\ in the COUII~I SuLaimaaiyab, farther 
IOUth. A $Caion. of the: fon::e wen DOW actint U JIII«b 10 !be RoIi
dtacy ill Baghdad .ad 10 the . ::nensi"" R.A.F. Htidq\llrtC1"1 .t 
Hinaidi. 

Owin, 10 lbe: dil~ding, maDY of the of6om wlm leavina 10 rejoin 
their resimcnls in otber parts of the world. Witb their tin boJ;cs 
.uapped 011 mules they rode off from this wild O~lpost, reluct.olly 
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leavillg the men they had drilled and led for many a year. At Sbaitanch 
I bad .poken with an Assyrian officer of the banalion about. cert.ain 
captain of the Argyll,bin: and Sutherland Highlanders with whom I 
bad recently con""rsed on Spilil( when he was On his way home to 
Scotland. 'We liked him well, sir, and we wept wilen he left ns.' was 
the touching COl)1l))ent of the Assyrian. 

The force wl$ fuUy equipped for instant warfa .. and the training of 
the troop.! was rnO:$( rigorous. Under the British officers weN: Assyrian 
offieers-mostly the be«:ditary leaders of their tribes. for the Assyrians 
an: a tribal people, much like the Kul"<h in this respect. Captain York 
introduced. me to Yacu Ismail, the ""nior Assyrian officer under his 
command, and many wen: the adw:ntures that we three were to bave 
together. 

The Assyrians an: a strange .. mnant of a race whose history iJ 
""lled in much mystery. Arcllaeologists say it is not certain whether 
they aN:, as they claim to be, de$CCndanUl of the ancient rae(: of Sargon 
and Sennacharib. Nevertheless it is well known tbat tbe peoples of 
these landS keep their names and their lineage pu .. for thousands of 
years, and it seems hy no meanS impossihle that tbey may be true SOnS 
of that great race of antiquity. 

Today the Assyrian is a hardy son of tbe mountains, though tradi
tion says that in past ages they we .. plainsmen. The .. i, no doubt that 
they we .. the fo .. most scbolars of early Mohammedan times and 
founded the ""ry ftl$I nniversities long befo .. any we .. known in 
Europe. 

Long tbough they haw: been Christians, Mohammed him .. lf, in 
recognition of their leanting, granted tbem a 'Fionan' which gave 
them religiou. freedom. They were at that time the greatest of all 
Christian nations. Their missionatie.! converted. whole communities as 
far a/ield as China and the coasts oflndia., where theN: is still evidence 
of their labours; their emissaries discussed .. ligious matters with Ihe 
Pope. They may have good grounds for asserting tbat their Nestnr;an 
form of Christianity is the most simple and unchanged of all foOllS, 
having come doWD. unal~ since the very days of Christ. 

It iJ strange thallhey should ha"" wrvived all the terrible waves of 
pene<:ution of CluiJtians, and yet today, while under British protec
tion, seem in danger of extinction as a race. Neither Mohammed nor 
the Caliphs nof the all..conquering Mongols nor the Seljuk Turks did 
them much harm, and only in the 11$1 two centuries have they been 
dri""n for refuge into the inaccessible Halliari mountains, and it is 
only in tbe wt (wenty years, duriDg and since the war, that tbey 
have been nduced from a nation of Over sixty thou<and to some 
twenty tn thirty thousand survivors, and scattered witbout bomes 
or kaden. 

The Assyrians of today havo been nodered almost desperate in 
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OOIlsequence of their r=nt terrible losses and sullering, and it is IiIOe 
wonder thaI when properly armed, equipped and mined as Bntim 
soldiers they have beoome a formidable fighting force; and they 
bave done their utmost to win the esle<:m of the Britisb nation thty 

~"'"' The village of Diana adjoined lhe uvy camp and in it the &«ater 
number of the surviving Assyrians lived at that time, partly for protec
tion, parUy because the village bad become the centre of their national 
activities and their few induslries. Some, however, lived ;n the villag.s 
near Batas, and otben were being estabfuhed in the somewhat malarial 
district round Kanl Rash, and in several other dislricts as well. 

Diana had been Christian for mllOY yean, tbough the land belongtd 
to Ismail Beg of Rowanduz. He was, of course, a Kurd and a Moham_ 
medan, but was by no means opprmive as . landlord and was higbly 
regarded by his tenaou, wbo found that his protective inJIuena: 
secured Iheir safely. Every year at the end of the Mobammcdan fast 
of Ramaun they visited and paid wurt at the bouse of Ismail Beg. 

The joumey from Diana to Ihe Fenian frontier and thence baclr. III 
Rowanduz was alm()$t equal in length 10 that which we had already 
travelled, and led us through wuntry where a couple of yean later my 
chief work was to lie. The Bencrini Gorge was then imp ...... ble even. 
to mules, and we struggled up the long climb of two thoU$l.nd reet III 
the [)ergala Pass, desoended into. side valley of tbe gorge, climbed up 
anolher great spur and finally jogged wearily up the long steady ascenl 
to Rayal and the pass Zini-i-Sbeikb on Ibe Persian frootier, six 
thousand feet abo.-e sea-level. 

Here lay the districts of still other importanl chieftains who played 
their part in Ihe building of the R owandw; Road in later ~rs. I could 
see that a vast amounl of work would he involved in cutting a road 
through such continuously p recipitous WlUltry. I fell, however, that 
the organizalion and machinery that wuld wnquer the Rowanduz 
could also make a way through the$e passes, though il must mean IonS 
and patient yeaJ"$ of labour. 

But I had nOw lost some of my interest in scenery and wild tribes
men, even in ensinoering problems, for I had wntracled dysentery 
shortly after leaving Kan.i Rash. Instead of being able to avail myself 
fully of the splendid opportunities of the trip and the hospitality 
offered by tbe chief$ we visited, I lived mainly under the Idnd but strict 
Illini$U8tion. of Franklin, who allowed me 110 solid food, hut fed me 
On castor oil, brandy, and the SOUT 'liban' or 'masl' as il i> caUed in 
K urdistan, whicb bas remarkable curative properties for maoy com
plaiDt'- This treatment relieved me, though it could 1I0t cure me, and 
when at last we sot bacl:: 10 Spilik I weDt OD witb Franklin to Kirlrul: 
to secure Ibe treatment I was by then badly in need of. It proved to be 
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of \be ',tan'at>on' varielY, and at Ionath, when I appeared to be cured, 
J WQ ..ot loath 10 press for permissioa to rotlll"ll 10 my work.. This 
basti ___ roolis.h. for tbe trouble came t..cl; and I did Dot Ihro .. 
orr \be licknw c:omplttely for ocvenl fDOIIlhJ, thoua:b I maoaced 
lOCII.ho .. ID carry OIl with !he job. 
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CHAPTER IX 

Men of the Middle East 

T M fint ItigO in the building of the road over Splik was OOW 
practicaUy fioillted and it was rlpidly lengtheni"a to tonllect with the 
Sl,ppen' work 10 tbe 1Or&e, so I left BelIyamin Yooio in chlr~ there 
and started a new froot of attact-tbe widenina ltId sufaQna of the 
nlmlW pioneer tract from Arhil to Shaqlawah. 

Thll. the put project was at last io filII swi"" News of Ibe wort 
spread throup the COWIIry tih wildlire, au.d IIlClI came (!'(III! Dear aod 
far, hopina thlt they would be Deeded. I had Pol bundra!. to co,,", with 
at tbe Pirmum o.ab---tbe b.i&b ridF tbe road _ beyond Ba .... 
m." ..... but ODe O_r there to belp me. To bandk !hue Jarp 
pap efticimUy was DOl. au. easy task. We had 00 otf\cc and 110 surplus 
stall' at Banaman; tbe ....".k wI> DIlr one objective. I WII enpecc, pay_ 
master, doc;lor and Ilwjiver 10 the coo1its and skilled llbo\lferl of my 
workin& pnp.. 

It was fortunate that my overseer, Sabri Efl'endi. wbo had. ben 
another of Shellth Mahmud'. ll:belleaden, proved l \motIt .. ,oad .. 
Ratnze. His inlluence did mllcb to ltecp the men OOnt<nled, but then 
were ot coune alwlYS a few wbo ~ troublesome to control and 
otben wbo were dilbonesl if Ihey thoupt tbey IIIw a chanee. At fint 
I could not Itnow each man individually, and at timet 100m. feUow 
would jive a false name in order to receive aoother'. pay. This oll'ence, 
if ditoovend, meant a thrasbins--noc a seYeR one. for I fouDd tt was 
usually moup to PUI Ihc f'QCIl 10 shame before hi. f.Uow_worken. 
Otbm ID!On, the coo\ic:s hid to be fined for latiaw wben !bey f&iled 
to complete tbe:ir d&ily task under !be pier.: work 1)'SIe"m we IIted, 
thoup Wll'ortunatdy I could do roothin& 10 reward th_ who worked 
apec:iaIty wdl_ for the most pan they did. 

In 'Pile of severity ia ..... lIen of d.itcipliDe they --.:I CODIc:Dted 
cnouab. u.d ...... bad ueitber Itrikes DOl lock-ouu. To my "tit joy 
wben they ....... the road If1lodwtlly advance as the re$Ul1 of their tffOltl, 
they devdoped • real ttltbtlSium for their job. an etlthusiaanllbll 
DeVa" dcsemd lbem tilt the road finally reached the p&IoI 011 lbe Per
un frontier" tour ~an later. I became incre&sin&iY impreucd by tbe 
tetlacity of PIlI"pOte of Ihese simple people and by their capacity tor 
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learniog specialized work, and I soon found thaI they were well worth 
the trouble of their !Uitioo. 

M oreover they were an eotertaining 101. They were of three main 
nationalities-Kurds, Arabs and Persians. ut me try to describe eaoh 
in turn. 

There were several gangs of K urds frOIll the neighbouring vill.ages, 
dre$sed in the greyish. go.t's bait cloth ofthe hill-man, wide pantaloollS 
and knotted waist·ban<h in which they kept !heir money and valuabl .. 
and the inevitable curved dagger Or ·khunjar'. If the latter (a I1a5tY
looking weapon) is meant for .how only, it is tucked slantwise weI! 
down into the fol<h of the waist-band; but if it may be needed for 
instant U$O it is placed higher up On the front of the breast, $0 that it 
can be drawn with the lightning rapidity for which the Kurds are 
famous. I was told tbat in Turkish days they were forbidden to wear 
the khunjar and if a man refused to surrender it he might be shot, SO 
strict was the law. We did not worry about tbis matter, bowever, but 
tru<led to other methods to maintain pe""". My coolies might wear 
their khunjan On the road_work 11$ they pleased, without question, 
and in the early days of OUr work the KurdJ; would arrive with rin ... 
and bandolielS of bullets slung 0= their sboulders and the khunjar 
prominently displayed in their waist-bands. Later, when they found 
that there was really nO use for tbem and that these ornaments merdy 
got in the way, they took to leaviog them at home. In tribal warfare 
proltttion spillSt dagger or sword thrust depends on a curious 
pleated waistcoat, which for its purpose i. almost as gond as a coat of 
mail. It is made offeh, tougb 11$ hide and nearly an inch in thickness, 
and, as it is warm my Kurds often wOre it in the winter. Their peaked 
leather shDell wen: of local make and the dark-grey fringed turban 
wound round the small skulkap, completed the costume. 

These village KurdS were unaccustomed to hard (oil for long boura, 
but they soon got used to working away steadily. At first, of course, 
they had to be given the simplesl of jobs, sncb as bringing rocks for 
the masons. AI"" in lhe case of nearly all new men their work was 
seriously interfered with by their habil of stopping for frequent inter
'"als of prayer. I ignored!heoe break. unleSl; I considered lhe p .... y .. 
was being prolongro for deliberate rJaoking and very soon they fol· 
lowed tbe example of the other workmen, gave up these interruption. 
and entered inlo the competitive spirit of the work. 

They hew nO language but tbeir OWn particular dialCCl of Kurdish 
which, quite apart from the added difficulty of the many dialects, i. 
oot an easy laoguage 10 learn. Kurdish is closely related 10 Persian and 
is pouibly the original of tbal language, but tbere are SO many 
diallX'ts that quite often Kurds from different di.tric:ts cannot under· 
rtand each other, But on the road-work at least I did not require a 
large vocabulary, an I needed 10 say WI!, 'HUIT)" up! Drillg big stones, 
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briIIl plmlY and bring tbetn ofIeIIl' for !be Kurds are I ICIlSibk people 
and let tittlcc ,ten: by oratory. In this they arc quite unlib!be Arabs, 
who ""pend IIIIt thdr <:DerJY ia ehitteriq and siapnl tlKir &haati." 
IlId nquire perpetual verbal SOIdi ... to keep them at ljob. Of coune, 
there cao be aood Arab workmm, lad bad Kurdish wormm, but I 
am lpeakinl in general. 

There wen: quite I Dumber of Arab. on the road-work. They came 
in the lummer and len Ipin ia the lutunm, for they did lIot care to 
race I Kurdish winter. They belOllFd tor the most pan to poor tribel 
frotll the plains round MOIullIId ei!bet bad no lInds to cultivate or 
die, poIlcsl;nlland, .... ere too Wy to work it and preferred to leave 
fannin, to the attentions of their women-foil<. They were I)'pic:Il of 
the poorer IJri<;ullUral clau of Arabi to be found throughout Iraq, 
and to reacb the road-bead hid travelled over one hundred milcs from 
the;r homes, carryin, thei. bclonailll' tied up in I cloth and JlWIj 
over their Ihoulden 011 a .ticle, much;n the .tyl. orth. English lfamp. 
Their clothq were the very limplell of prmcnl$. A lonl white .hirt, 
usually made of coarse cotton or IOU'. hair woven by the wOtlltn on 
their primitive looms, bUIIj loosely to the feet. Over thill they wore the 
dark Ihba or cloak, which they could pull up to cove. their bead. 
when they walleed or squatted in a cold wind. Tbeit head-dRst wut.be 
typical mottled red and white 'keliyah' banging over the wven IkuU 
IlId held ill pllce by two Mill of blacJl; rope called the 'apl' .... hicb 
bIJuK:a on the head. They nearly a1W1l)"S went baro-fool Their feet 
had hard horny solei tbat defied the camel·thom of the: de$on, but 
beinl without boots their mooanentt: OIl the sharp rocltJ of the 
mountalnoUJ regiOlls were considerably restricted. 

They were genial chaps, these Arabi, more humoroUJ and talkative 
tbau the Kurds, .nd more sk.ilfull' evading hard worle. They usually 
b,ouJllt with them their IbJurdly llnall-bladed agricultural lhovel, 
with little wooden C<O$S-picceJ for the foot to press 011. or eoune, 
these tooll wen: quite U$CleSI ill the rocky ground, bul the: A",b IJIlilccl 
cheerf\l.Uy .... hen he ..... given a piclt Q' a crowbar to toy with ,ad 
blOupt hiJ ridioculous sbovd aloGt apin nat year jlllt the wne. I 
believe they liked carryinl thea> lboul. 

Tbty meived the: SlIDe pay u the other workmc.n, but &pent very 
little on..,...:l food and tried to .. ve u much u possible to take home 
to keep them ;n idleness durinl th~ winter. As I result they were of 
poor pb)'$ique-often limost Illrnd. I did what I could to make 
them eat decent food, but beyond _ina that it wu Ivl.i)able I t I 
reuonlble price, and teIlina them they looked an UIlderfed lot, I collld 
do lilt1c. A aeneral kitchen, or a compulsory rationing witb a COI'H
t pondinl deduction from tbcir pay, was out of the quC$tioo wbue the 
JIlIP were SO _tiered. and the fnodt of the dilf=t people SO YIried. 

The Arabi disIibd the _1I1aiD. IlId aid 10. They oveR DOt muc:b. . ., 
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use at handling rock, and $0 were alway. PUIII> dig earth whon!here 
WII$ any 10 be dug, a monotonous business. Yet they came back year 
after year, toi~ng up the """r.lengthening road aner lhe spring ,un 
had meltod the mows, till I got to know each ooe by name and would 
ask why 5uoh·a-ooe w .... not alons lhis year. 

'Oh, God bless your honour, be died last winter,' they would answer 
cheerfully, pleased that I took such interest 

Sometimes I would ohalfthem by saying, 'Bull told you chaps nOI 
II> come back again, because the~ would be only rock·work ahead. 
No mo~ earth to dig. Besides, you said you were afraid of the 
Kurdish people, who might rob you aod kin youl' 

'True: came the reply, 'but we've been working for you a long time 
now. You grumble at us, but you alwaY' Ii"" us work and look after 
us. And the fact i. we find robbers never attack anyone on this road.' 

So I would <fucover some $CCIion of the road where they would do 
useful work for yet another summer. 

BUI the most important of all the workmen who mustered at roll· 
can Were the Persian Kurds, lhe regular or professional labourers who 
Stayed alwaY' on the road because tbey had no homes elsewhere. I 
gathered that maoy of them we,.. bad characters who had been calt 
out of their native villages, and SO bad wandered into Iraq io search of 
employment. They could get through twice 11$ much work .. any other 
c1au of labourer and became very skilful in handling orowbars and 
pieb and manipulating large roeb into position in the road·bed with 
only half lhe effort the otber coolies put into it Thcy WC~ nearly all 
bachelors., these fellows, with nO wives Or homes to worry about (so 
they said). They spent mo,.. of their I'&Y on good food than did the 
Arabs---«nd contentedly gambled the rest away. 

If the attire of the Kurds and the Arabs was pk!u,..sque, that of 
the PmilllS was e,'en more curious. They were clad 10 SOme extent in 
Kurdish and Arab garments but in addition wo,.. heavy European 
boots (often falling to pitce$), and second·hand Western apparel of 
every desc:riptiou. Where they got their coats and trousers I never 
Jrncw, sn complex is the system of barter in old clothes in the Near 
East, and so many bands. bad tbey passed thrnugh. 

I could ea.wy imagine that the man who appeared alwaY' in a 
Brigadier's tunic bad acquired it from British military sou=s in some 
way, honest Or otherwise. But where the coolie who appeared in a 
morning coat with long tails ofa cut popular about 1850 had secured 
it nn imagination could discover. Nor wheR the dark COOt, branded 
on the shouldel"$ in large wbite letters 'L.N.E.R Guard' had COme 
from. Wheu"""r I saw the Owner afthis garment coming up the road 
with his pick I fdt I ought 10 begin • fc,"erish bunt through my pockets 
for. lost ticket 10 Edinburgb-in case I .hould get put off the train. 
Another wore I lady's imitation sealskin coat thaI possibly Once 
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walked down Bond Street, but it had left much ofiu fur behind <inee 
then, aud its owner 5ported bandsman's trousc:rs adorned with faded 
red braid, 

Nearly e""ry one of these Persian Kurds had SOme weird ganuenl 
of European origin, Such treasures were a U greally priud and kepi in 
neal repair by Iheir ownen, who wore them day . nd nighl for the 
better part of a lifetime, Their underdolhe, were alro mucb patched, 
bUl were washed onen and kept clean in spile of the arduow wor~, 

Many oftbese men had been previously employed on $Orne kind of 
engineering labour eilber by Our Department or by tbe Oil Com
pani es or Ibe Railway Department. In consequence they look a very 
jntel~gent interest in their wnri;:, Some could produce their disc!w-ge 
certificates showing W!utl their capabWlies and conduct had !xeD, 1 
always sa>'e a man who asked for il. signed . tat.menl of his service 
under me, for it would be useful later on both to him and 10 any 
employer be might approach. 

Touching thi$ practice I was amuOO 10 hear from a "ew-<:Omer in 
Ihe R ,A.F. how on OM occasion he bad motored with friends to a 
lonely pan of the road and had halted for lunch near a Kurdiw 
village, Suddenly he and hi. companions became aware of the presence 
of a number of armed tribesmen close beside them. Considenbly 
startled and unable to speak any Kurdish tbey waited, looseniug their 
pistols. The leader of Ihe Kurds came up flnurishing not a dagger Or 
rille, but a document whicb be thrust forward witb great pride. It said 
Alit Agha had worked for two years and given every aatisfaction_ 
and the .ignature was mine I The Yillagers oalywantcd to know whe!her 
the WIOrs would like SOme grapes, and the headman could nol milS 
the opportunity of u>owing off bi, complimentary certificate. 

I t was mainly the Persian coo~ea who muteTed lhe complicated 
technique of rock-blasting and bri~building, though a few of tbe 
Arabs a\!;o became firs t clast at these jobs. 

An'important skilled trade was that of the SCOne-maIO"", chiefly 
AMyrlans, who took tbe rocks tbat were brought in by the coolies, 
trimmed them roughly to .hape with hammers and built with them 
wall. of uncemented masonry to the height of the final road-l~l. 
These walls wen: $Ometimes twenty feet or more in height where the 
road led round steep faces and they bad 10 be firmly built to carry the 
weighl of the $Itam_roller which afterwards roUed the Ilnal droWng 
of small stones and crusbed rock inlO a smooth surface. On top of this 
(Q we !wi. the funds ayailable) came the bitl1JllCJl dressing. 

We began at Ban·mon with the /inl units of'plant and machinery' 
that in later years 5Welled into an up-to-date lllTay of road·making 
appliances. 

We were sent a 'team-roller, a ltone crusher and a tractor. Thi! last 
hauled 'tones by day and droYe the engine of the Slone C1U1her by 
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nigbt. I took grut pride in these tbtu machines and loved to sbow 
how much lhey could do evell wilh un,killed dri.era. Ofcourse, for a 
time they only added to our lroubles. The men wbo were put 10 work 
th.m werefrequently illj~. The 'second' olllhe SI.am.rollerdid not 
kllow S\q)hen Leacock's firsllaw of natural science, .J[ you pUI ynur 
fingers betwe.n rotaling cog-wheels they will go on and 011 till Ihe 
macbinery is.onested by your $uspenders.' Fortunately in this iustance 
the mall only lost the best part of hi. rigbt hand. Anolher put hi, arm 
100 far between lhe jaws of a SIOU. crusher. I began to feellhankful 
tbat we had no circular sawa about, as I wanted to have a few whDI. 
workmen left. 

When $uch accidcnta occurt"e<i I bad to dress Ibe wound as best I 
could with the help ofth. fi .. t_aid outfit and then take the casualty in 
my car 10 Ih. Syrian doctor al Arbil, who repaifed Ibe damage as well 
as might be. In every case I attempted to obtain adequate sick_pay 
aod compensation for the unfortunale workman, aod;o the course of 
a year or two this was sometimes graoted by the Minister of Fi!lBllce. 
It .... med aLmost as though a special Act of Parliam.nt had 10 be 
paS$Cd to deal with each accident, it look SO long. The Sum involved 
was ofteo as much as eight poWld.sl 

A IIlOSI spectacular show was stagtd one day when OUr steam·roller 
rill away. Some irrigation .ngin .... were vi,iting Ihe work and met 
me j11$t beyond the section under construction. 

'By Jove, you are mal:ing progreu here,' said on •. 'Your steam
roller performance on Ihe olher $ide nf the hill was an eye-<>pen.r 10 
us. That driver's a perfect marvel of a man. He look Ihose downhill 
bends althirty miles 10 hour with perfect ease; and he &haved past our 
car with only six in<:hes to spare. Finally we saw him driving down 
even faster round a sharp comer right out of sighl. Remarkable 
achievemenl. How did you managt 10 lrain a man 10 dD Slun!3 like 
that in so short a time l' 

My hair .tood on end. No $leam-roUer was. aUowed to be driven 
faster lhan fi~ miles an hour (and my visito .. knew it well CIlough), a 
higher speed was both useless and dangtrous on such a road. Worse 
than this, r had only that 1Doming put my best driver on the sick lisl 
aDd eotnuted the roller to the partially-trained assistant, who bad 
evidently got mited as. 10 which way the level"!! moved. I pictured. a 
bent mass of wheels and boiler and spurting steam with a crushed. 
man somewhere underneath. But I thought it as well 10 keep such 
visions to myself. Evidently the motorisu had heard 00 explosion, aod 
I thanked Hea,..., for the si~ inches that had saved their lives. I replied 
casually: 

'Ob, yes, we mllJll.8C to pick $plendid drivel"!! among these coolies. 
And we have 10 make Ihe mOSt of cur one acd only steam-roUer On 
this long road. Can't let it dally about, you koow. Too-ra-loo, you 

"" 



1 

Men oj the Middle East 
chaps. uU in on )'OIIr .... y back:,' alld _viII' tbc party franticaUy 011 I 
rtepped out .1 • lively p&oe in the direction (rem which tbcy bad eome, 
only 10 find thai tbc dIom.p Incurm:l when tbc en&ioc eventually did 
"OP was 110 wone than • broken froot rock: ... bkh we were .bIe to 
repairoW'$Cl_ ill ourworl<lJtop lorry. Thit worbbop lorry po cd 
• lathe .nd lither tooIIllld ... u ...... -timc heirloom that had come to 
UI from Bqbdad; and very u.seful it proved to be. 

ThaI ,tum·roller was luckier thao • MCOnd one which left 1Grk1.Ik: 
to come up 10 us, • bnnd-_ maehinc 'If"Ii&bl from !be .uk:<n in 
Enpnd. 11lc: mill ... ho bid bmI deputed to drive it 10 ArbiI hid been 
the drivu or .notllcr roller 011 the pllin'; he ..... .........,. WI moun
!lin fOII<k ........ ROC the time lhin&. bul the Ease (Iil:e the West) is fuU 
or belrty opIimiSu. His ,old teeth &liltered u he lauahed these warlI
llIp 10 IICQm. Did hi: 110( k:oow bow to drift? Hili hi: nO( bceD dririo, 
for yean? Wu tbet-e lilY £n&I.i$h ',",m-roUer that be could Dot loam 
10 m&.IIIp ill five minu\CI? Of _ not l Sleam-roIlcnl H e had beeo 
born in onel 

1bere is IOmelhin, very imprcr.sive .bout tbe .1000ueDOe ottbc true 
optimist. Many &old bricks .re .old III London evay day or the week: 
by justlucb self-assured Ind confide,!! men. BUI tbey mostly bve the 
prudence to be el.$ewbere w!>en Ibe trouble bepns Ind 1101 to be in_ 
volved peroonally wben lheir ptopolitions finally topple over IU did 
tbal l~am-roUer some six miles QUI or IGrkuk inlo the bed or. riverl 
It turned completely up&ido-down . The wheels pointed heaven_wards. 
Ihe bent funn.llay over lideWly:$, .nd lbe drive, mlwled out ortne 
mud. ladder Ind. wiser man. Even whell haul.d oul _"" riJhtodthat 
rolle, never apln look:ed Ihe tame debonair macltine, .00 never could 
be persuaded 10 faract Ita indll'llty, bUI bore I ""dae against Ou r 
Department for ye.". 

All serious injuries oocurrinl on lhe work were teen to a l once, but 
for ruinor injuries .nd ills I had 10 open a dispensary .nd treal1h e 
meD ewory ewonin8- My remedies Cflme out of. poru.ble box rnpplied 
by the Health Department and lupplemented by my friend. the Syrian 
doelOf al Arbil. From this box Ind il$ typed instructions it aln>oSI 
seemed I could treat any condition .... h.tsoever. medical Or lurp:al, 
short of a major operation. My patienll IImOSI illvariably """1 •· .... Y 
happy .nd restored to health. In the boll .... re boltles of iodine, 
quinine. ~ acid, IJpirin. EpI01II sall1, morphia (tnarked 'poison"), 
eastor oil and potaSSium perm"lIpn.t. ; there were lcisson. banda&es, 
cat",! and Ipl;ota; if I !wi all lbe rest or the pbarmacopa:ia and the 
instrumeol! of GUy'1 operatln& lbutre I could have dooe DO moR 
than with my liltle box. 

Here is I typic:al cuo.. AD Atlb 00lDtI io &roaui",: 'Sahib Illi 
kha$ta,'-I 'm lick. sir. 

Me: Whereabouu? 
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Arab: Wallab, batni_my belly (holding the offending porticm of 

his anatomy). 
Me: Very good (pouring out. liboral dose of ca.tor oil from the 

two-gallon can and seeing that he swallows it). Now, how'. that, 
fec~ng better? 

Arab: 'Kullisb Zen, Sahib.' (Lol$ better, God. bless you, etc.) 
He is almost certainly cured there and then. Such is tbe power of 

fai th! Incidents.lly, tbe more unpleasant my ministrations the mOre 
faith my patienl$ seemed to have in my lreatment. 

'The fever patirnl$ were given quinine (tbey w~ mostly malarial), 
the injuries cl ... ned with hot water and iodine, the sore eyes wasbed 
with boracic (trac\l00Ul i. a very common aMiction). 

Anyone wbo looked really sid: was .. nt off to the Arml hospital, 
bUI most of them were bealthy enough and had only minor ailmenlS. 

Al. we moved farther from Arbil and medical aid, r established hos_ 
pital tents where men who needed it mighllie up and get good food 
and soDle kind of attUition. T ribesmen sometimes came in from their 
baltles far off in the hills to 81'1 their wounds dressed, and Iheir faith 
in my primitive medical service was often mO$t touching. 

The cbeclting up of 'muster rnlb' and the working-out of pay sh«ts 
also took up a good deal of time in the eve~ I sat in my liltle tenl 
(tents were scarce and my own was ragged and DO better than those of 
the cooUes), and computed the amounts due 10"'ch man according 
to his attendance and his n.te of pay, while scorpions and large brown 
beetles clinging to the sides of the tent took stock: of my columns of ,_. 

The actual paymenl of the Oleo every fortnighl was a long and 
lroublesome business. The six hundred-odd coolies were divided into 
gangs of about twenty with one 01.10 io charge, called a 'tindal', who 
was responsible for the work of his men and for the tools whieh well: 
issued. If 10011 were roWing and no explanation forthcoming their 
value had 10 bo deducted from the pay. And there Were still other 
comp~calions. Occasionally when there wal a flour shonage we had 
to purcllase it in Arbil and issue it to the gangs in part payment of 
their wages. Of course, each man Imew juS! what hi! own wages should 
bo and ifby accidenl he was underpaid he said so at once, though if he 
was overpaid he took what lhe god.< offered and said nothing. 

Payment was nol &implifitd by the fact that half the muster roll. as 
prepared by Sabri Effendi, were written in Arabic or Kurdish and I 
bad to k«p remembering that 0 may lneaD nought in Englisb but in 
Arahic it $tnds for 5, aDd thaI 7 in Arabic means 6 in English; thus 
70 Ineant 65, hut 91 actually Is 91, for these latter symbols agree with 
our ownl 

The condition in which tho money was sent from the Treasury in 
Arbil was appallinz. Iraq spenl y ..... considering the adoption of a 

102 



I 

Men o/ the Middle &st 
new cum:ocy before it was fiaalIy brOllaht out, and in the meantime 
we handled lhe [oulest pIoper mour I ba~ ever KeIl or wish to_. 
BUfldies of raged Uld tom IndiLa noles ; dozen. of thtm in two or 
more p;eoes which bad to be ",ned out alld lIuck toacthCf witb .ump 
pa.pcr or pinned '" that tbe numben 011 opposite coruen tallied, 
thouab otber parts Il\iPt be miS$iq. They ",en: diny beyond descrip
tiOll, the icpd upon t.bem ollen all but obliterated by illl: or stains Or 
eYeD blood. They went tbroo,h many 'tJan&e haDds and '"' mlny 
luanae happeninp in thai land of violenee. 

I Iwlto count these notes, a tbousaDd or more each time, before 
aa:eptin, them [rom !he: ~I)' officor, wbo abo handed over...-.l 
thoUW>d silver r\lpeq and waller coina. That pale Alhil Iellu, an 
emaciated victim 01 tubm:ulosis, """"r mIode a mistake in his oDWlt 
and..., trus;ted QCh olber absolutely. He alwaYJ P'" O)C lhe cleuesl 
notes be bad, luch u they were. II would have heell an ea.y matter for 
him 10 ha"" foisted $bon COIInt .... a buoy and impatiomlengi ....... , for 
0II0I:C I _pted the bu..ndlel the responsibility ..... 1IIinc !lItlrdy. 

Sometimes I had to take only silver wben DO notes Werf: available 
and thou I returned 10 the camp wilh u.cks of coin that tbe car could 
aearcely carry. At oIher times tho .... were only n_ &lid no silver 
which meant pari ... the met! in bltcbu '" amnaed that their com
bined waa= added lip to an even .um of II"" o r teo fllpeel. 'They 
Ihared. the money out afterwards quil. fairly aDd, lin-nil" 10 NY, o....,r 
[ouaht over il. 

E .... ry man II he WI, paid bad 10 Ii .... hil thumb-print io trip\.ica.tc 
SO thlt reoordl could be kept. Tlkina li~ hondred thumb-prints in 
triplicate is I lon, job lhat often took me far into tbe $.II1lI11 hoWl o f 
tho moro.ina to complete. By the liahl of I sinale hurricane lanletll I 
would 1101 away It it, hundredi of dim fijllrel ltandin, patientl~ aU 
around me in the darknen. AI the KlSon ad .... nced, il often polU'Cd 
with rain and tbe muster sbeets gotlmud&eti and ruthy if! wun't ~ 
","ill. 

O"e could try &lid bUlT)' throuaJl the job bill it hardly pa,ld, for 
when they left my hand$ I bad not do"" with these muster IhecI.I and 
&ooounli IIlItten. Q\lestiOIlI would oome froro tbe Itaqi a\lditol': 

12-,.: Kindly explIin why Ahmad Mllrad or last muster is DOW 
writtell as Murad. Ahmad • 

..u...-,: Ikc:all" they are, and always ha~ been, two diO'emtt men. 
Qutry: Kindly uplJ,ill wby K.erim KhaI! bas liveo I riahl-hand 

tbumbopriDl instead of a Ieft·halld tbumb-prillt and u paid iDclnsi>re 
of Friday holiday . 

..u...-,: Ikc:aIUe be baa DO left bud and is employed as •• tore'. --Two yean later comes lIIother cbedtiq of the u.me Iheeu: 
QwrJ': On lbeel IIO.--oaled-Abdul Kadir'1 <1..)'1 worked do 
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nOI Iota! correctly; paymenl was eight annas in excess, kindly recover 
and credit imprcs!, and do not "'peat such errors in fUlure. 

AlUWtt; Abdul Kadir died eighteen months ago, error regretted, 
I'¢COvery imp0s5ible. 

Qwry; Recover f.om relatives and credit impreot ~ illSlructed. 
AIUW~r; Abdul Kadi, bad no nlati_ in Iraq, came from Penia. 
Qwry; Til<:n lindly rectify error, and discharge all Persians.. 
..u..rw.,r; Abdul Kldi, bad a natora~zalion certificau, &0 is an I raq; 

subject. Eight annas duly credited ,Ilk my accounts. Nationality of 
labour under iovestigation, etc. 

QIU!'Y: Etc., etc. (ad libilum). 
After e""I1' labourer had been paid the.., was always a "'load of 

men to be dealt with who e1aimed some payment they had missed by 
previous ab$<nce. In most cases when alilhe facts we.., elucidated 
their claims were found to be justified, and I seldom discovered 
deliberate dishont$ty once the me .. knew I wU oot to treat them. 
fairly. 

Til<: time 10 look OUI for lies and =ggerations was not in such 
malters, but rather when private quarrels wtre broughl for arbilra
tion. Then a man', blood is up. I might male him swear an oath upon 
the Koran or npoll his ,on·s head or by Ihe Ihrowing of pebblcs or 
any other holy thing, yel would he perjore himself at such a time. 
Generally, how ...... , after the CJ[pendilUre of much patience on my 
part they would COme to &Orne amicable agreement along the line. I 
... ggested. 

AI lut 'the day ;s done and the darkness falls from the wings of 
night', the surgery is closed, Ihe wages paid, the wranglen pacified 
and dispersed, and my bed ;s taken out under the starry canopy of 
heaven. All around me on the .Iony ground lie my men, descendants 
of oDCe-powerful civilizatioos-Arabs, Kurds, Persiaos, Assyrian .. 
Anucoians and Indians. They an: huddlcd here and then: in the warm 
moonlight, needing po coveriog or bedding. All sorU and kinds of 
humanity 11$ we are, believers and infidels, we cast all our tfoubles into 
dre~nd and lie there sleep;ng the sleep of utter exhaustion that 
follows on twel"e long hours of work through the fie"", heat of au 
haq summer'. day. In the distance cao ~ heard the steady rumble of 
the Slone crusher 00 its midnight shill, hUI wt sleep u!lPl:indful of ;1, 
and ofth. bites of mO$'lnilOe$ and the cares of the mOrrow. We may 
dilfer in appearance and dres.s, in language and euslOms and religion; 
but ill sleep as in death all men count alike;o Ihe major scheme of -. 
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CHAPTER X 

The Depths of the Canyon 

T he Kurdish winter nf 1928 found uS established in the R cwandu>; 
Ck>rge at the camp of Gall A~ Beg. There we were to remain for more 
than two yelU'$, so formidable a barrier did the cliffs and riven of that 
gorge prove them.sel.es to be. 

Yet these were two intensely interesting years, and we knew that the 
SI>l:C<:SS or failure of the whole road·projoct lay at aali Ali Beg. 

After SOme mnnth' of investigation a way was found through the 
very bottom of the gorge where it was at first thought that Oa road 
could hope ta ga. (The route ariginally proposed was that oflbe high 
caravan track.) 

The work of exploration of the depth' w"" not devoid af tbriUs. 
Below the camp the Alana Su stream falls in cataract and waterfall 
over rocks and through shady caverns richly hung with maidenhair 
fern, till it poul"$in a stepped and fan-;!.baped cascade into the Row ... • 
d uz River. Ibis is a beautiful dell, bea";ly wooded, with crystal springs 
of trickling water, and near lhe lower end the $1= is craned by a 
natural bridge where a huge rock bas fallen in SOme bygone age. The 
surveying of this side gorge had it.'l difficulties, but r did not anticipate 
tbat the actual foad·wark would cause much anxiety except in a few 
places. 

The main canyon was a different matter. To get ;nto;t at aUscemed 
almost impossible. It could not be entered from the lower end of the 
Alana Su owing to a great rock bluff that ftn sheer to the point whore 
the watel"$ of the two riven joinod and Over which the Alana Su 
tumblod in that last glorious waterfall. 

From the caravan road we could make out goat and ibex paths 
leading down the precipice faces and following along by tbt odgt of 
the river. r "udiod the>e from several vantage painu and decided that 
at ooe or two places it might be possible to climb down by foliowiDg 
them, and once down,;t looked as though the lower part ortbe gorge 
might perhaps give easier foothold; but the descent proved hair· 
raising Bnd I shall ntVer forget those first climbs down into Ibe rift, 
oor the perilous ledge at the bottom. 

The day on which we first r<:COlIlloilred tbe depths is to m e indeed 
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memorable. I had descended wilh a party of pieked men from lhe 
c&raVlOn \taI:t, followin, ,oat InockJ thai bad proved "",n.nip im. 
possible, aDd we woplUlatt:d ow-tel ..... wben at Iasl we stood .,bur. 
the kda:e. bepo at lila bottom oflhc ''''1'1'; bullllY hopeol ...., lIII.y blft 
entertained of a pJcuanl .troil by 11K water's cdJe wen: lOOn dashed. 
The Icdae IIIrrowcd IIId narrowed II ...., prouesscd aloo, it, and we 
bad to clina tiahdy 10 Ihe occasional . tuoted 6, trees Ihat uew from 
the =-icc:s where 'priD$S of waler trickkd out. ThCJC spriOIP added 
to tbc wI'='" by l1li.10.., the narrow pa\.b sJime..coycmI.nd .Iippet)'. 
Finally the kdge became o_buna by a project"" "sata of roc:k, and 
we bad to .lOOp for. d~n yards, then crawl forward fint on hand. 
and tnees and in Ihe end on our bellies, often with one foot banJin, 
oycr the edge that fcll lh ... r to !he roc:b and the fo.m.i.., river below. 
At Ion,last, after some IWO hundred yards, the Icdae widened alitUe 
ID<I we wen: able to ltalld upript .. in. MOIlIItaia leopards no doubt 
found that tract tU)', but I f.lt VLlUy rdievcd ",ben all my liule party 
were round in safety. 

Beyond came a hiJh climb oycr ajulting bluff where waler showered 
dOllo'Q from, a:re&lsprin, above, the .pray shiD).ll)eri", in rainbows 
ImOIIJ the Ionj pendlnu of fem when lh:a1U of lullliJht ~tnt.ed 
tbc ''''1'1' IIl'ni<1d.1y. 

SliD farther on ~ dctOended to ri~.,.·levd .,.io and found OUt way 
a1mO$l. wmplele!y blocked by . n inunensc torrent \.bit poured out of 
tbe precipitous mountain-side, JUIt II did the .pri", of Kani Bethlir. 
Afttr so .... rcco:nlloitrin, ...., rnanaFd 10 cross it by lcapln,s: from roc:t 
to roc:k thouah one l"1li0 ..... nearly IWept into the rivet by iu terrific 
foroc, ID<I was pbbed by a wmrade It \.be la$t moment. 

This Ipri", came II a complete IUrprUc to 1lJ, for from the old 
tnlCt hiJh above ...., had = nO lip. of il the ~k befo .. ; ~d 
c~ more .llII.Iltd lYe .. we a month Ialer when it stopped as suddenly 
II it bid started. I pmumc it rill only after. __ of atr& bca¥)' 
rainfaD., for it ne_ apil> beeame alIything men than a triclde. 
I t wu u though some wizard of tbe IIIOIlIltain had lurned it 00 full 
bwt to impede UI, and finding lhat ho bad fai led, had turned it 011" 
'gaia. 

In K..routan 110 Iprin, seemed ~ of SOllie unUJU:&l tCitUre.. 
TI:>ete truly IlIUSI. hayc been spiriu within those mounllinal 

We came now to • place where, to OUf IIlonishment, it seemed Wt 
• \taI:k had 0!lC¢ he(n built by human handa. It mlllt hayc been many 
cenlunu old, for eycn tho local Kurds had nO knowledge and no 
tn.d.ilion of it. Yet be .. clearly eoou&b ""'~ the remains of t\110 
bridaa, the pier of OlIO $I.i.Il. ... ndin, And there _1eCtiOOU of no"" 
wan that Ud 0D<e beOll the built trKk. For the most pan it bad been 
completely IWCJII n,.y by rock IlideI from the pm:ipjc:es above. At 
these pOintl the I.IIlOOlh limestone J&YC 110 footbold at all, hut fot-
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tunately w~ had COme provided with ropes and ,~I bars and we were 
able to improvise means to make progress. 

Scrambling aloog We got to lhe jagged rocb directly beneath the 
old caravan track now several hundred feet overhead; and we eame 
upon grim evidence of tbe toU of life demanded by lbe dangerous path 
above us. It was an eerie place. Great cliff. all round, the ruShing river 
beside uS and, at out feet, the broken bones of men and animals, and 
crumpled fragments of military equipment and of merebandise that 
bad hurtled down from the track above. Smnding there we thought of 
our adventures in getting to this dread spot by the route we had fOl
lowed, and of the worse ordeal of gelting out-if we ever could_ 
from such a Valley of Death. We fell hemmed in, trap ped for e"c, in 
this prison of nature. 

As we looked an:<iously around our minds were brought back 10 the 
bu$ine" of the day, the finding of a way through the gorge ; for there, 
across the river, was the opening in the rock through which poured 
the waters of tbe Balkian River. It was, in fact, Ihe 'window' through 
wbich we had seen the green plaiDS near Diana on my finl journey 
along the upper track. And I knew that through this side gorge the 
road must go, whatever the difficulties of cutting a road alons ils 
precipitnus walls. 

The only way into the Balkian Gorge was from the D iana end, for 
the Rowaoduz River in front of us was impassable unlil some kind of a 
bridge had been buill, SO we retraced our dangerou, path doWl) the 
main gorge, fortunately again without serious mishap. 

The mOst disturbing of all my exploratory experiences was to OCC\Ir 
during the investigation of the Baltiao Gorge. As I have said it had to 
be approached from the far end which meant a IonS detour through 
Rowanduz 10 begin with. On thi, joumey I set out one weI morning 
aocompanied by Major Perry of our Department, who had just 
returned from leave. By 1M lime we reached the enlrane< 10 tbe 
Ball<ian Gorge, the raio bad turoed every rivulet into a torrent. 

Dismounting we left our one allendant outside lhe gorge with the 
horses, bUI had not gone far when the indistinct track We followed 
divided. In order to explore both branches in the ,hortest time we took 
one each, for thty looked as though they should join again later on; 
but they didn't, and, narrow as the gorge was, we lost each other. 

Sheets of rain obseured ev~rything and the r(lar of the river, rising 
ever higher and higher in brown fury, drowoedall shouts which might 
have brought U$ together. I hunted everywhere, high and low, and 
scrambled 00 lilI the side gorge met tbe main canyon of tbe RowandD:!' 
River, but could stm find no tr"&ce of my companion. It was anxious 
work, for he i::neweven less than I did about the complex system of 
canyons arouDd us. Moreover, the tracks I had fOllowed were oftea 
n OI a foot in. width, and in that heavy rain extremely slippery. One "., 
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ean:leu 't~p, one slip, and no man would come out alive from the 
boili", Hooded river. 

At 0Qe fPOl, lUI4er a rock which t.y wdIa~ the ri_, a pact)' of 
uDfrimdly loom., Kurds, complete Itranetn to me, were $helt.,; .... 
I notieed!bat they~", an annr:d and for tome .usan wen: hand!in. 
tboir lon8 rilles, SO I loosened my automatic whicb I invariably carried 
on 5uch unusual expeditions as tIlis, r., from my but camp. 

AJain I went tIlrough that SO ... huntina: fOT lilY Ii", of my COm· 
panion, for I roaI<=d thai he miJbt be lyinl injW"td, perhapl uneon· 
sciau&, aM I se:a.rdItd up and down the track by which he: had len me. 
Finally I bepn 10 think that the: Kurd, I had SCC1I miaht have robbed 
him and thrown him into Ihe river, bul could ~ no way of findina: 
out, for when I thought of questionin, the:m and askin, Iheir assinlllce 
they had mysteriously diuppearcd.. 

I .... worried beyoad words; night was nOl fit off and sometl\in, 
IwlIO be done before dark. If I'm}' were injured Or lost be must be 
fouud, and iftllom had been faul play the culprill mIlS! be caulhl. So 
I went bacJc 10 the coolie who was mindin, the horle:l II the entnDee 
10 tile sorse and scribbled. messqe to Captain York of the Lcvia 
IdIina: him .. hal had happened, and .. yin, WI a sean:h party ...... 
imperalive before darkGeu. 

The coolie quicJcJy g:n.lped the ulJ'I'!IC)' of the mltler Ind rln 011 011 
foot like a hare, for he could mah better speed thus Ihan on hone
back, 10 tlippery was the hillside. 

The mill had been ,one only ,short Ii_ whe!l.lIddenly my com· 
pallioa appeared oul of the dark optnint of tile rlvine, lOIked to 
the .tin aM weary II I WI$, bul uni'liured! He had thOyalll that 
I ...... lhe Olle wllo ...... , lost and had hunted miles Ilona: the ml;n 
lor~ in the be~ef tUI I mU$! hIve sone Ih=. Even 10, how we had 
missed uo;.h other in the: firll place I don't mow. His arWety had been 
IS &mit II mine, and thou,," we gnunbkd !bat this was no place nor 
wealher for ~, our mutual relief can be ~ Iller 
,ucb a day. 

It wlS nOW o.Im031 dark IS we mounted and rode for the Levy camp 
to cancel my me&Slge for help. It rained ,lin, a tornolial downpour 
!bat fairly leap! from the muddy around. 

We had JOQe some diSll..::e and in the dim ligbt wen Ipproachint: 
I RDIll rtrca.m that we had <:rossed in !be momin, and wbicb we knew 
would no .. be considerably swollen, if nol impassable. Suddenly' 
sharp chllleage ran, OUI and we reined in to that mOSI ominOIlS of 
IOI1ndt-thc: clal\erina of brecch-bolll in I d01:ttl rilles. We were 
covered ffom IIIIidQ and Assyriara IOIdim teemed to rUo: fl"Olll evuy 
IDOIlIId aad bush arollnd III, fl"Olll out of the earth ;\lelf. Then we u .. 
that the torre:nt in frOOI of us was alive with tba.ki figures up 10 lbeir 
wai'lI, up to their armpiu in Ibe muddy water, but IltUga:Iing tllroUjb , .. 
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with the detetmination of men bent on grim bu.in .... carel ... of all 
things but their orden to take every man, dead or alive. wbo came 
from the Balldan Gorge. 

It was not long since my message had been delivered yet hert was a 
fully armed company (in rhe darkness it seemed like the whole bat_ 
talion), already far from their camp and prepared for aoything. I 
realized then, jf I had not thoughl about it before, that the Assyrian 
Levies were a for« to be rccl<oned with and I felt a little """ioll$ ."0 
Our reception from their officen after bringing: them out, after all 
unnecessarily. and in such weather. 

'Damned glad to sec you both,' said the deep voice of Captaio York 
out of the dad' ne8$. He sounded serious fOT once. 

'Sigual-sergcant Y okhaM. get a melSage through to tho camp that 
both engin .. " are safe. You ... : he explained, 'B company arc .tand. 
iog hy awaiting instruction •. I must send up a piltolilarc al$o to r=ll 
the platooo who ha~ gone to block the other approaches in ease any 
suspectS tried to get through and escape. Yes. Ihe men would ha~ 
enjoyed a scrap. but I'm joUy glad neither of you feUows arc ~oatia.g 
down the lab to Baghdad On a night like this-roo "'"tl to drown 
pleasantly. Let's get home 10 the old log-fuc and that bee, I Itfi 
behind me.' 

Captain York relaxed into hi. old vein O/ICC mOte. 
'Hard.ml"? North Sea Patrol and all that? Give me Kurdistan for 

luxury and comfortl You can't heat the old soldier wilh long service 
in cramped stations for knowing how to look an.r himself. But .. for 
you fellDWS, you look as happy as two hens in a dud_pond,' he 
laughed and made some mOre untimely jokes about our bedn.gg1ed 
appearance as we set 011 for Oia"". 

ADd we knew lhat io 'pite of aU the bother that we bad caused him, 
our friend was brimming over with his usual good humDur..-.od we 
were deservedly fair game tbat day. 

Othel"$ we,e not SO fortunate as we had been in e""'ping the 
clutches of tbe Rowanduz Gorge. 

A party of my men tried to climb along: the lower slcpes Df tbe main 
gorge where I had first penetrated, but foolishly wenl wilhout ropes cr 
gear of any kind. One !IIAJl feU into the river and was immediately 
swept away out cf sight. The rest of the party managed 10 o1imb up to 
the caravan track again and were returning sadly along it when to their 
amazement they saw their companion far below lining huddled on a 
large rock in midstream. With some difficulty he was rescued, but it 
was a lesaoo none of us fergot. 

StiU another of my men, when clearing rocks en Ibe upper-track:, 
slipped over the precipice at the deadly danger spot where I had seen 
the> litter below.· Scarcely" bone ill hi. body was unbroken whell his .. , 
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mates cventuaUy IIIOOvemi it for burial. Some said he had been shoved 
over. PcrhaPl he roay have been tor 1.11 I could uoertain aboul !he 
matler. 

ID spite of thest tnJedics 0DIlDeCkd with !he plaoe, tbcrec .... a 
thrill in the idea nt coDquerinl the l0rF thaI 'purml the men to 
&rUter efforts in their worl:. I n flel the road-ClO[Ulruction proper WII 
forpnl ahead with IlClroely a hitch. 

lbe winter wbith WIll coming upOll us would, l ime.., be: a time of 
fi=:e llorms and bitter cold in Kunliltan and it .... aaenti.l.l. thaI the 
preliminary Il.It"Vl:Y to the pas, al the hniIn frontier Ihould be com· 
pleted beton: the deep Inows lay UPOIl it, so lIen Gali Ali Be, in 
char,e of my trustworthy Illdian Supervi.or, Sujan Singh, and ",I oul 
ealIlWlIrd. 

AI rdatcd., _ bad _I with pntty bed ,oina ita lunqinl the 
Rowandu Gorze, bIlt, tell milCI bc:yond. Romnduz, on on~ faced 
with 1M BcnerUU wb.ich .... aImoIt II bad. No caravans paucd 
through il ; i1utead Ibey made .tooi detour with. two-thousan<1·fool 
climb. Sud! goal u-.cb II did exist ill. Benerini wen: difficult in the 
extreme.. "Jbere vmt few sections whue one could ride even 00 mule
hack,. and to tate OUf pacl: allimaia itato the place., II we bad to do, 
meant C1Id\eu toadina and unloadioa and CI"O$Sin, &lid recrossing 0( 
tbe river, which fonunaltly was" iu lowest II this 1eUOD. 

Sud! lramport difficultics made nur prngre» very lIow. However, 
as the IIllVCY worl: took time and colllidcratioo, tbiI delay did not 
matter lIlueh. 

It ..... most stritio, and lWely ravine. The lorae ..as on the 
whole more opeo than the Rowuduz, though in many plAO!:l IJIUI 
cliff, overhuo, the Itreal!!. It would Ide many 1001 of explosive 10 
blast OUI our roadway, and to ClO$$ the river several lonl bridles 
would be: needed just as for the Rowanduz. The river ua:pl for ooe Or 
two IlIort cauracta, wu ImOOtb and peaoetul II ao En&lWl 5tream, 
and wiDow Or 'dWw' IRa blU), iJGduUy over IIIe quietly·ftn....m,: 
Wl.ten. Fill! jumped by the ~ veritable anaJc:r', paradise. 

lD both the iorgtS /ilh made a weloome addition 10 our very limited 
menu. They were troublesome to eat u they hid do"" ... of curioUlly· 
fDIked bones, but Doe got used to tbiI &lid they lISted delicious if 
frahly cooked.. WIleD I had time Cor lshin, with I rod I found it QOe]. 

\ent sport, bul I lwdly dare contest to the ,",peditious if Ulllporti"" 
methods we often adopted when ""C we~ really in Deed of food. You 
woWd hive forpven US bad you been lhere; very liltle uplOilive 
.ufficed and we had 10 ,will) for every fish II il !loated, thoup they 
often recovered ill time 10 CIaIpc ..... 

0.. eitber side of the JWte. iDteroepted by mighty lte", of tbcer 
prcdpice, ri", wooded mouolaina reachinl up to the barren oummita 
wbere wiuter SOOWl lin,er for months. Among those f.r..aff crap tbe 
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ibe;( holds undUputed sway, and beyond the farthest visible peak~" 
range upon range of IDountains slJl:tcbing to the high no-man's_llnd 
where meet the frontiers of Turkey, Persia and Iraq. 

At this time wmewbere in thai unrukd territory dwelt Simco Ismail, 
the most notorious of all Knrdish outlaws. For many years he WlS a 
king of this natural fastness, safe from punishment for his crimes. 
Then in 1930 the Persians laid a lrap for him and he walked into it, 
tempted by the bail they offe=!. 

It happened this way. ' A letter had come to him from Tabriz pro_ 
fwing to offer him full pardon and giving him the governorship of 
Ushnu province near lhe frontier. So, accompanied by the chiefs of 
Ihe nomad tribes whose .pring pI.mre, w"'e in bis no-man's-land, he 
went to Ushnu. Here he was given command of the garrison and 
invesled 1.1 Governor. A house willi put at his disposal and special 
Persian clothes ""ere issued 10 him and his followers. 

For Ihree days Simc<l ruled and received bomage. Meanwhile the 
garri<on was seoretly increased and tho Persian. laid their pJaw.. Some 
among his followers spoke to him of the danil'r of treachery, hut he 
would nOllisten. Wu he nOI surrounded by his OWn men and were not 
the Persians sending for tbe chiefs of all tbe Kurdish tribe$ in Ibe di ... 
trict to come to Ushnu to acclaim him 1 

A message was brought that an important Persian personage was On 
his way to visil him. Preparations were made and Simon, aooompanied 
by the nomad chiefs and all their followers went out tomeet tbe official. 
They waited long al the appointed place and then a horseman came 
galloping to Ioay that the visitor could not arri .... that day. His car had 
broken down. Simco accordingly lumed back to rHnter the town. 

The Persian gaoison armed with riOes and machine-gu", had mean
while been stationed on the roof. of all the buildingJ and lay in am_ 
bush.. Some presentiment of danger came to the Chief as he walked 
back 10warda the town. He declared he would lea .... with his J)C(Iple for 
his mountain home as soon as dawn broke. But this wise decision 
came too late. As dusk fell and he approached his hOllse at the head . 
of his party, suddenly from all lides the Pefsians opened fire. 

Thus died Simco Ismail with twelve Kurdish chief! and many fol
lowers. Had it nol been dusk few ofailtbe KUrda who had been lured 
10 U$hnu eould have escaped. 

The Kurdish J)C(Ipie drew up • petition to Great Britain ud Iraq 
which asked io Eng)im 'that a noble race Ii"e the Kurdish be uved 
from Our OpplllSSOrl. Which buman eonscien"" will acoopt snch a 
treachery as this, thaI many great chiefs without fault be so murder_ 
roT 

By the time this ID&S$lIcrc took pIa"" I had been in the distriet 10D3 
etlough to have become friendly witb. few oflbe nomad chief. who 

, This it from • tn.DsIation of . Kurdiah accowU of tbo mat,.,r. 
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....... down every IUI= from the mouou.i11l aod returned ill. the 
spril1l drivilll their IIocts dOOgEM new TOIod; I~ wu one, K.bor· 
&hid AP. with whom I often ta1l:ed md be was Imoopt lho&e lcilkd. 
ThoIIJIIIlO OM bdd 10)' brief for Simco, who had, _ years earlier, 
treac:bmllWy murdo=rul the Assyria,D httiarm. !be Mar Sbimun. yol l 
feJll'tlcd the death of the unofferulinj peaceful chid. who unfortun
alely were with him aDd who bad already mown rrimel.hip towards 
me. It teemed to me I poor way of !ldministerinJ justic:c, • way that 
collld oDly btud h.otrtd. 

Beyond the Berwini Gorge we rejoined the caravan road. Heft it 
...... Ippe.ml! that the w<>rk of Oi)tl$lnIClina' roadway would be It$$ 
difIX:ulllnd bridi" of lOy size would not be needed. Ytt the obstacles 
we", C(lnsioierable. Sharp ridges Qf rock from which the Tu rk. had 
bilterly rc:sillcd the Russian advance on Rowand~, ba~ the lrack 
and ,till other gorgel stood in the way, shorte. and mueh leD impo$ing 
than the Rowanduzor the Benerini, bUI diabolical from In enaineer's 
PO;"I of view. The IILSI was closed at ODe end by • ,real wt.II. otrock, 
which, 10 Our IUrprise, "ie found to be pioio: and white marble. 

1'ben 1\ luI ..... came Ollt OIl hi&h COIIOIJy whe'" pion of. pan 
ate bad itA hup blukkn. At the bead of. wide valley, nOI many 
m.ikt away, role lbe I:iq of Ihe lIlountains of KW'd~II.II,!be Algurd, 
12,249 fed in bei&bl, already deep ia ill wmur III&ntle of lflO'If. 

11 .. as lJIowint; bud by lbe time we reac:bed Rayal, !be frontier 
toWII atM1 eustOflU PO$! that DCStIes 00 a promoolory of land. bet_n 
two nYU$. I had KOI a fIWl ahead 10 warn Ali A&ha, lbe beadllWl, of 
our oontin&, fo. a Kurdish hosl al .... Y' h"kc$ 10 blow when he i.hould 
u p<Ct JIleStI, Ibal he may have food ready, and offer the best lhal he 
CIOn provide. 

Ali A&ba <:ame walting Ihrough 1M roow 10 meel III. an old min 
pouel$<d of mIlCh dignity. I had wilh me Younil Efl'endi. a wdl
known Kurd, who (like Ramu and Slbo) had been , rehel leader 
IIndu Sheikh M&htnud. and W8$ now ,capable and. trUSlworthy over
,",. I knew I could d~nd upon this man to lu:lp me in dellinJ with 
the chiel'. I met on , 1lCh a survey as we were III&kina. YollDil inlro
dllOCd Ali AghllJ>d we ex~hanged. ar=tiop. TIIue was, beaulY and 
IiIIlplicity about !be language of the Kurdish cbid that _roed ill 
ka:~ with III&jestie lurroundiop. 

'Salaa!D .... kum. 'bkher-blti-peIc:c be with )'0\1 and welcome,' he 
slid II he bowed bit b<ad. and. placed bit hand upon bit breast. ·Let 
)'OW bOllOllr or !be ~mment e:aur uuo the bouse of yollt KtVant. 
Food., ciprettes, \.01 and aU I have In: waitiq for you. You have 
COlllC fu. YOUIr1: cold and in need. of taL EDler DIY hwnbk doorway, 
lit wi lh me by my lire and go 00 farther toDiylt.· 

I IlIJwered in !be bert Kurdish I COIlId mUSler and uked after hi. 
"""hb. 
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17. Shaikh Ahmad of SII'"lllII wi th his Chieftainl 
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18. Assyrian Cbikmn 
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'N' ... '&lIab chaw bub m..--my eyes are U'OUbiins 1118,' be replied 

sadly. TBc:boo:na is tnva1ent eYtII in the mOlt mIIO(e villares 01 
K.urdistan. 

He led me into hU: richly carpeted 'diw!onklwnlb ' or pcst-rOOUl, 
WIIrm and dl)', w~ II&rJe samovar of tea atcamed cbeeffuUy. As I 
tntere<\ II~pped of!' my heavy 'Wet boots in the doorway, tor it is. 
rule that one mll.1 DOl dirty one', hO$1', carpelS, and as I walked to the: 
seal ofhoQollr II tIM: bead of tbe room the other pel!! who bad been 
seated on cUlbioo. rose. With crossed legs I .. , down beside Ali 
Aa:h& •• nd we once _pin exch.anged greetings, our haod slLid upon 
our hearts. Only now did the other guests JT>o5eal thcmselva. 
The~ were I.~r.l. for word of lite approach of t he enJineer had 

.preld throllgh the village. I was introduced to the mud;, of CUIIOms, 
the lChooLmulu and Ih. neighbouring chlef\ain, Sheikh Allahadill. 
The local 'bull ebausb', or poli<:e-sergunt, had hastily donned ru, 
full Ulliform. Any who knew Arabic Or Turkish ""cled me in th_ 
wguaaa: to "'ow 011" their superior education.. Sorneol\e even 1aIew. 
few words of Eqlish. BUI for the most part we l poU Kurdish, • 
wod:iq: !::DowSed.., of which I was by then acquiri .... 

We $II thut ill the warm room and wen: handed tea in little J\uscI; 
heaped with sup. cut from • c:onicaIloaf with a I:I1I.I.11 bejnn:1Jod axe. 
A 1& .... cyliDdricalliove roared in tile middle of tho ftoor aOld was fed 
contiD.ut.lly with lIicb of mounlain_1: thai buroed like tinder. Food 
was beouabt in ud when at lUI the meal was ended we .smoked IGo 
&ether untillhe ,uosts departed. 

Ali Ap and I 1&1 On and di$cu$sed his private III",i ... He u ked 
advice about t ll.i$ and thai, simple matlen such a, hi. bealth ,Old the 
education of hi, ton. Finally be bade me a dignifted 100d niabt and 
left me alone wi tb my K urdish overseer, Youni. Effendi. I wu 100II 
in my ClJDp-bed and feU asleep before the bushed voioe of my com. 
panion b d JInilbed hit niabtly p rayers to Allah. 

On lookinj: bacl< ;t u.lrUge that I felt in no danJef IIUpiD,a thlll 
a10ne ud uDJlWlled. Both Ali Agbaaud Youni.I miglll W(:!l feeljusti
Ikd. in tak;na ve~ upou me u • repre$l!D.tative of the Oovcru
menL Younis bad been in S1l1a,mao;y..h WbeD Our aeroplanes bad 
bombed that city and be bad told me lIII.Dy &rim details of the bo .... 
bardment that seemed 10 call aloud for ~. 

Ali Ap'llDlIll villaae bad also been bombed; wby, I could 001 
6:od OUI, for be "'" _ • rebel u far U I kDew and perbaPi hit 
villa,. .... mistakcu for another. The story ;, told thaI one bomb Cd! 
neat his boU$e 00 the open hillside and rroadc a tarp bole ;0 the 
",ouod from which wdIed up . spring, evidently from some hidden 
,lream under the bl.mo lurface.. When JOOd rclilioU! we .. nllOred 
(\hey had never been reaJ.ly b roken in this district), I touring officer 
paid Ali Agb& a vUit. lt happened to be a dry autumn, aod the olIiccr 
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was uken to '" the SpoI. where the bomb dropped. li i till f1ID water, 
but wu DOW only • triekJe. 

"Tbis bole, so near my howe, wu ma& by one: of )'Our British 
bombs: .. id Ali Aaha, .nd paused.ligni6can(Jy, his relainers grouped 
on 0.11 side! fuUy armed. The officer, n lh« taken .bad:, wondt-ffil 
whal was toilllio llappen IlUL 

'I WIJItcd to ask you: pid A~ Aaha. 'is IlIat bombina b\J.sineu.ll 
over now?' 

'Yes, of courw: was Ihe anxious reply, 'there will be no mon: 
bombilll of your villa.,.· 

' A pity; said Ali A&ha Adly. 'I wujul! thinkina that if you could 
drop a few mon: bombs Uke that one we miJht get lome mOR springs 
of water in this dry weather! ' 

Beyond Riyal U a hill upon which were 0II1;II the utensiW! bamcl<J 
of the RuWara Army and the ... _ of many soldicn who <bed dunn, 
!he retreal from ROWlnduz. The Ictual paN and the Persian·lraq 
fronlier lies rartl>tr off.1 the p ddle of the dividini nnae. 

'This frontier tract was bleak and dreary as I saw it, "ICIW-COvual 
thai late NOW!1llbet with bIinatdI J"tIIt'e))iIll dcno." upon US from tbe 
beipu of AI(IIJd u we struggle<! on with the I UI'Ve)' work. Fortun· 
alely we completed it on the very day tbal heavy snow bop n to f,n
InoW thaI would remaiD the« tiu the followilllsprlnt. 

We took ave of Ali Agha and came I1Ipidly down from those 
frontier hiJhlaruis """,,cd by ,.,.il1 aad lied till tbe oold ate into our 
bones as we sal astride Our mules. I decided 1\ la$1 WI il wu mOre 
comfortable 10 walk, and $!lode .head wilh Iuc:h viaour, ;n order 10 
keep wum, that the eanvaD complained they could not keep "" with 
me. AU th.oup thol rainy day "'" kepi aomlsteadily. makinJ our 
boll for home. Late at nipl, soaked 10 Ihe ski n, chilled Ind weary, we 
reached , villa.,. No man had Jone ahead to kIl of our co.miIIa. and I 
could !IOl corWder il courleOUl 10 (atl so late 011 Jucb a niJbt without 
blvinJ seDI word. Accordin&lY. 1 ruqested we should attempt to Clmp 
ouuide roul1d a fin. But Youni .. whom I lmew I oould trwl in lueh 
Illf,Uen, said thai bospitality 10 aU travellers WIS a saered obliption 
ill Kurdisu:tl; 10 we ..,\eml the viIJa&e, the dop malrlna a creal ""_. 

The people who wert! aU asleep woke I t the lOul1d I.IId seized their 
1lI'DI1, but YOUnil rode forward and ISked for the cJUef. He WU 001 
there, they answere<i, but .way visitiaJ some teDa"U and onJy a minor 
n:lation was in chi,. of the villaJe. This man 100II: us 10 his JII"I. 
room, wbleb WIS cold and clIeerlw, I.IId said we mipl ltay then: if 
we wi<hed, He seemed, quite jWIHl.obly I thouJhI, to rueOI beinJ 
disturbed at lueh 1.11 l!ollt. 

1'bm fUddenly the aa,er of Vowm Elfendi bum fortb. 
·Whal would yOIlt chief say 10 luc:h conduct toWlrd! visiton?' ,,. 
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cried the furious oveneer. ' r. this lIot Kurd;stan? WlIf,t sort of JK>s. 
pitality do you call thU:? Brilla a 6tc, brilll food, brioa ruas and bed
dina. & quk:1t or we Jhall rdllX to Jt&y and lhaO uD the wond of 
YOIIr __ aod your IIllUIne:r!es"'tA r 

This ..., brllSquc Ianlll'"P to lISe ill a straqe yjllllF but Younis 
.... I Kurd I.IId be knew the uowritten 1IIW1 ot h;1 people. The man 
weal .... y humili.ted, UlumbliDa apololies. and $OOfI returned to 
malto III comfortable willi alI .... e collld desire. 

Such ;llho 11fI1I1I' and ,,",UOIII codc that every tribesman lives up 
10. When I ~turaed 10 a.1i Ali Beg, I gave orden that ifho had ooed 
of ;t, Iny Kurd who passed my camp should be> liven sheltcr Ind rood 
and the &IJtIe t~atment that I had met with on my journey in thil 
couotry wllere .1lCh brod and yel such &ood. traditioru an ao hand io 
hand. 



CH APTER XI 

All in the Day's Work 

The work It a ali AU Be, werlt on unc:caRp& day and ni&/ll. There 
_re about I thousand meta emp~ on the road durin& tile late 
autumn, thou&h in tile winler tbeir number was co!l$idcrably reduc04. 

Little by linle they were becoming famiUa. with the b1util'l& work 
and &Oquirin, the skill n ..... ".'Y to drill deep hoI .. into the hlrd 
UmestoM, min. no other ;!l$trument th&n IlolIJ, tempered steel bIr. 
When, dun.., the foIlowini summer. proper fOclr:-drilliD& nw;hinCf}' 
and steel ~ pa.u arrived from EqiaDd the work forged abwI 
mon: rapidly. for 0Dly then ..... il possible to cut a road .... y rou.nd the 
vertical pm::ipica and to crou the rushina: riven. Nevertheless, evea 
before _ had Iny ma.ch.inCf}' we were able to make considerable pro
, r..., with the primitive appliln<:es lhat wm! available. 

DrillinJ boles ;, the .I].important plrt of rock UCI""tlOn-tbc 
explosi ... dou the raL At lira' il took two meo Qeafly a full day to 
drill three feet into the rock "';tb tbe steel bIr. The bole was cbuJed 
"';th ""live JIlDpowdcr as that wu all thai ..... could &et. and .. ,trip of 
I'll soaked in nitre had to Ktve for a fuse. 8y the time gelip;t. and a 
supply of safety·fuse and detonltora arrived we hi d learnt lhat if he 
were properly trained one man alone could drill_ len-foot hole in .. 
day, provided his bIr was comoct.ly PUF<i and tempered by .. really 
JOod N·chmim. 

SIlCb .. blacksmith wu Ahad Rahim, the Tllrk. He must Ita ... bee .. 
.. desoendlllt oI'the smiths whO forged the Da!lll.$QU bIa<IQ:, 110 hi,b1y 
prized by the Crusaders. for be wu .. pUt maste. of his art. Hilltoell 
were as finely forged and tempered as IIto$c from the manufacturer', 
worbhop. I ha ... always admired and eDeOurqed a clever cra/UIDIO, 
and 10 I lpClIt many 10 hour with Ahad Rahim II his fotJe, U:Stin& 
out cveJ}' dcvioe tIw we boped miPt impro ... Olll rocl:-drilliq 
methodl, prilllitive as they tbe .. ~ 

Each blr had cbisd-sblpeocl eod.s. Drillinl wu ao:;omplilhcd by 
lifIm, and throwing the bar into the hole wbere it pulvetiW1 the 
roel: and then hoW>Oed uP-&:iving rise to its name, the 'jumpin&
bar'. All the hole deepelled the powdered rocl: had to be removed 
by pouriq waler ill and _kina OlIt !be white llu.tlJ that formed. n. 



All in the Day's Work 
For !his job we Il.ad to invent a special puropin, deviee (coasiltina 
of . &bor1 ItD(lb of pipe "';!h • foot.valve On the eud of. i<m, 
iron rod). aI>d make them iII co.n$lderabk DUOlben. The IIICn brou&hl 
!.heir own liltle tea kcttb to pour in the water. It ....... U rather comic, 
for they were bespattered "';!h white mud from head to foot. They 
~ paid .o::ordin, to !be dtplh of hole they drilltd aDd callld little 
for Ippl*nl>CCS. At they worked away in a com~ &rOUP on lOme 
hi'" rod: the rillJin& lOuod of the steds in the monant boles of vary. 
in, deptlu made. quaint pipe-orgao music thaI echoed in the 8orac, 
and wal O$pecially melodious 10 lhe tar of the enaillOCr·in-c:harge. 

H undmls of hole. wen: often drilled in I day, Ind by four o'clock 
in tbe Ifternoon weu uady ror loadina. Gunpowder il easy 10 use, 
but Ihe budlina: or gelignite in quantities "veil one tbe wont kind o f 
headache r,od ,icko"" I bve ever aper;enoed. For hOWl I have laio 
too ill to mOVe after lOme spccial blLltinl effort ro. which I had to 
prepue the ~ ~f. Fortunalely for lOme reuoo the men 
_med left troubled by this DiIrD-&lycerinc sleknesi than I wu. They 
~ mon: accustomed to it, I suppose. 

The proec$S of firin, the blU>dfeds of ~ was IlWl". ""tiling 
and had to be coaducted with great arc 10 !.hal 110 OM wat hit by 
1IyiI!, f...-nll of rock. "The wor-kmo:n. we~ lent well outaid. the 
da.nFr tone ; poI.ioc whlstb w= blowa loudly .. a _min,; the 
1CCIi0n .. be~ the char,.. wen: laid ..., barriclded off at either erad 
by _tclunen "';th the orthodo:r red flags. The tribll KUTd, and the 
CIlrIVI.D$ who wished to puI through may oot have undentoad tbe 
meanio. of rtd ftap, but they certainly undentood the word 'bom ber'. 
whicb loeally meant anythiog that exploded, be it shrapnel Shell, .ero
plue bomb or blLlting charge; and they didn't dispule the wlroi", of 
Wt significan l word. 

When III was ~!car, SOme half-do:r.en of Ih~ mOlt .gile men each 
.seized I &lewin, ltick from the fire I nd began tODChin, off the fuses, 
runnint madJy between the holes. The liahtina: of. fuse took ._d 
01" IWO, especially if in IODlC Iwkward place, on a hi'" ledge for 
example IS mlDy of them were, for the lioo of the road was anything 
hut .month and level before h1astin, comroeDOtd. The 'b!Asten' as 
!.hey ~rc called wen: J]*ially selected and trained, and they cot 
Utra ~ for their dan,eroWl job. They Il.ad 10 run like JreQcd 
liahtniot rappiDg oUlihRrp wanriogs to w:h other if.1\lsc misted and 
the wort WII delayed! "The fin! char,," uploded loq before the lISt 
wet1! lit. Detonations with !lying rock came 00 behind them, foUowiq: 
like lOme Punuinl delDOJl within the mountain. 

In basle for life ... d limb they r;ry io Kurdi$h, 'W. llab! W.Ilab ! 
Zu 1 Zu t' (for Ood', uke, hurry, hurry). 'Bilagel l Bilqd!' ,hOUIi back 
III Arab bluler io his own language. 

How they ru$b 00 . ud bow they enjoy ill Every min mU$1 be I I 
U1 



All in the Day's Work 
lean IWO lIundred yard!: from 11M: firsl ctJ.u", betore il uploclea, IDd 
the fuses bum. quicldy. Tb< ClIpiosioas riq out with a deafetUq 
fI: .... rberation in the IIIrro ... CID)'On. The qe-old rackJ are toni 10 
frq:menlS. The very eanll ilsdf i, lhaken u chaTge after charge totes 
up the thunderous chorus. GIUI blocb 0/' rock lurcll from their 
ancient Kltina;t Ind c::rafh into the ri .... r below. Oebril fties skywvd 
IlIId nins rouDd the whering pIa_ ",here the coolies lie under cover. 
H e is ... foolhardy IIWI wbo pokes hi. bead outside hi. cave while Ihe 
bamge is It ita hcialltl 

'Ibm: it nOlhi'4!lto be _ ottlle JWIY ofbla$ters with lheirlorcbes 
now. 'J'hey a re far .""'y and ha .... probably completed the ~ghtin, of 
Ibe fuses up 10 the end 0/' Ibe section, and ha .... $prinlCd for cover lite 
tlte ibe:< lhat lears acrO$$ the mountain·tops ahove in wild al.rm atlhis 
Itnnge noise, dl'f:ldl'ulas the winter avalanche thai 10 often .nJIIlti 
hlm. Tb< wbole 1"'11' it invisible in a fine dust 1""1 rilCS lite the Item 
of som. volc.nic: eroplion, and the .ir i. full of Ih. acrid nitroll! fumes 
of Ibe explosives. 

When, as _ .sometimcs _"ry, ...... n.1 huDdred holes W'UC 

clwp:d IDd ~I ;., om day, it wu lib IOIDC anal NIt\<: of heavy 
artillery. lbe aorge roared and , hook, explOlion following explOlioa 
in In endless syncopated sequence, now I sioil. slnIll one, now I 
cluster, now I veritable earthquatc. No ... ODder the Kurdish tribtl
DlC:D thouabl the enaincer somethin, of I nuPi"n, if explosionJ COWII 
for lIIythina I 

AI suddenly IS it bepn, Ibe din CC&set. The wt roct hurtl", 10 iu 
resting place and au is sileDOC. Slowly the dusl drifilaway and men 
come forth and pze "" !be Te$Ulta oftbcir diyl labour, the line of the 
road tom and reot with upheav«l tnaues of rock lyinJ at all I nllet-

The scene may not be approached at once. An interval must be 
allowed io o;ase then illOlDC charp: IliUIO explode. Fm:t or au come 
the blutera, carefully euminin, every fuse 10 be SUR il has burnt 
ODe with .Ionl bar probet each lhattercd IlJId unstable rock mass 10 
eNure that il cannot I~P alld rau luddenly on the workmen wbeD they 
return. 

When the bIa$~ IfC .. tisfIed with the iospoctioD, IOOr whistles 
blow loudly once again and Ih ....... COme back 10 clear a path for !be 
...ailing tribesmen and caravan" wbo pI.U on in woodenoCIIl, aJll.U.Cd 
thai the ancienl barriers which hive hindered men and lnimab siacc 
time bepn have molted .""'y before their eyes. 

One blattinl. ofcount, was _ r lUt6cient to clear a roadWllY; IbIt 
process hid 10 be repeated time and time .pin, sometimes il took 
maoy weeki to shift lhe high rock huttressel that blocked our way. 
The lr!C1l would begin far up, pcrclted like lli., or beld ~ly by 
ropca, drilliD, nUl. Icdsc for foothold 00 1M faa of !be SM-t cJjf[ 
Thcn we impr<Wiscd derrick!; whicb drillod 011 the principl. of the oil 
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rip, aIId made boles thirty or forty feet in depth. In Iud! places we 
.Jwa)'l worked ni&hl ,"" ... n as day Ihif\s SO lho.l tM popw of the 
wbole work miahl 1\01 M held up ionF tlwI need be. 

I made mysdC a _ and mud bo_ al Gali Ali Be, to IlItller me 
from lM winter Inows and to safeguard the offi<:e rooord$ and the cub 
cbelt, whicll for ..rely I kepi buried WIder my bed chained 10 a rock 
anchotqe ill tile around. I buill my two roGrna in !he usual Kurdish 
n:wmer,!hItched them with sticks and Leaves pWlCfed wilh wei mud 
into whkb we rolled pcbbl"" 10 prevenl c:rackin, WMn tile mud dried. 
It looked perfect, as luch roofs go, bul I had r.i\cd 10 reali:= thai in 
K \lrd4tan il could rain almost wilhout a brcIk for w«kl nn end, aDd 
I had nOllllen leamllhll I rooflO be waler_li,hl mull h,.e acertain 
Imounl of clay in tile mud with which it is plastered. I hf.d I,ISCd the 
soil tMI WU blndiesl which lacked the all_importaDt clay. 1\ wilh
stood the first storm or two pliantly, bu.1 wilen Ille rains reauy let ill, 
roy roof l*ed ev<:rywllere and I could find no dt)' lpol in .ilher of 
my tw<l toOII'IJ, all roy poss"",iom bein, _ked. I wu [or the time 
completely CUI otl' [rom tile outside world, for the road wilh its canh 
lurface .... quite impuablc [or I car; it was 1I0peka to think of 
",Itint COIT\Ipltd-iron roofin& sheca from Bqbdad.. 

I hoped WI .. ben the ... ow ClD)C malten miahl improve bUI !be 
beat of my IIOVe lhawed the IItOW on the roof and tho drips feU just 
tbe _ Eventually '"" I could nOi deep with Ia ... drop. 01 water 
fal~n, inlO my car 1\ impr in\en'als, I ri&ll104 lIP I Wli over my 
bed aDd llepl uDdil!urbcd, though Ih= .... I till ,",VC danpr that the 
wbe>le bou$/: miaht coll.PIC once the wallt became thorou&hly soaked. 

A Ihort distance from my house we had erected a similar buHdin, 
to IOtve as In explOiive lion: lod here we kepi two toni of ",lignite. 
Beyond thlt again was the police-room, wben: ~v«I the guard sup
plied by Sbeikh s.yed Tabl, and the pol in wbleb l luld oIlen to hold 
000 or twO of the COO~eI .. bile tile crimes of which they wero l.CCu$Cd 
wen: bein, invcstipted, or until !bey could be sent 01'110 Rowaodlll;. 
Farther otl' wen: tbe q ... rten or the o\'enecrs aod, in a IOpsrale camp, 
tbe lelia of the coolies. 

It would ha ... been wiser 10 ha .... ltored tbe ~plot.i_ wdI aWlY 
from tbe camp, usinl caves, '"" ... afterwards did, for Ibis putpOIC. 
Gelignite, especially in winlct .. b.., it is fr=, "utrmlely IiCDJiti.., to 
shock of any kind aDd we nan tbe constant risk ofbeia, hloWll up. A 
Jin&Ie bulIe1 Crom the ri& of some hostiIo tribe<mln Or , dWatis6cd 
coolie miaht detona\e it, or the collapse 01 !be roof rniahl have the 
wne effect, aod thco the.., would be linle len or OW' camp beyood a 
very wac bole in tbe lVOund. But that first winter J ]lfCferrcd to hep 
thinp as OOI'IlpaCl '"" possible for defence purposes. I .... not tben fully 
lIIured of tbe goodwill oCtile local chiefl as I was laler on wben lbe 
tribeamcn thcmseh"elllUlrded III my explosiVCI lnd "ores. 

'" 



All in the Day's Work 
It ..... I suaa,e aDd lonely place, this camp It Gali Ali at" ..tIcn 

tlle '!o'iatu rtorms nrirIcd tbrou&b !be JOfF and I $I.t ~ aDder the 
tent ill my Jeakia, bouse plAllIIiDJ aDd es1imati.., for the bi, push that 
would oome ill !be 5priDI- There lWn bound 10 bo difljeulti ... To I1y 
to foresee bow to oven:ome these ..... part of my routine j ob. So I 
IPC"t 10llJ hours cbcekiD, over ucavalion quanlilie$ and plaaninl 
ntb l tep in the makina ofthe road , while my tin 510ve aJowed red aud 
raifCd c:louds of steam IS drops from the rooff.a on it uatil the wbole 
house became like a Tutltilh bath. 

Coiled up by the Item lay my woolly KunIisIl. doa. GbuMie, a 
beast with IOmeth"'l lbout him of III &quimaux buskio and _ 
thi.., of o.n Alutian; perhaps IlOl vllt)l fer removed from I -U-, but a 
&ood OOmpaaiOD and a IpiendJd watcIHIOC at night. 

111 1 comer, his r .. then filmed SJlulfy up, $I.t 1 pretty bhse picwo. 
I hid been given three in Ibe IUIUIIIII, bul one day IS they ftew about 
oullidc a creal eaaJe Plooped down from the rods overhead nd 
leized one in mid ... ;r. Despite my eounter-attac:l: witll the Jemoc rifte 
I I lwI)'l kept within CI'y relcb he came again and tilled . noth.r, SO 
that IIOW only one of my PC" ollIS len. 

I .hol thot eagle liter on, IS be sat 00' rock across thutfQ.m. 1 h.ad 
'Ji&!lted in·1be rifle with lOll\<! prac:~ rounds u I ~ to bceomo 
aeeurate with it for !be ibex IIUSOII; so, ~"CD. ilIough il ..... a loot .hnt, 
I BO' bilullod rcjoioed .. hen I $I." !be panl bird flap ltelvilylnd crash 
to earth. He feU lib 101m disabled. _op!aDe, his pul Mnp beiq: 
1Irider from tip to tip than mylnDl c:oWd 5IreIdI. 

A policeman of the camp paN wbo had been _!Chin, lhouted hil 
admintion. 

'A wonderful shot actoll the river,' he cried. 
'Why SO .pecially wonderful.cross Ihe riverT l uted . 
'Btcause Ih. water draWl the buDeI down. Alway. il does that, and 

one hIS to make aUOWIlICe, dido't you know it?' he Ilt<4, for tbis 
wu • common boGer ill Kurdistan. 

ThiJ UIot pve me a n:pulalion for marlcsmanship, which I was 
bappily able to maintaill even ",bell it came to the ...,. of. Ibot·11ID. on 
Ibe chiiaw or Ul<)unlliD panri • . ~ J(utdJ tbcmId~ IICVCl" even 
try to Ihoot movingp.mc. They ..... it for sitters. These bird! an: quite 
bard to hil. both heel". of their oolouring and of their habit of hurt
lin, throllP Ibe air downhill I I .ucb o.n inaedibl. speed that even 
when tilled 1I0oe dead in their lipt, their bodies will. travd on righl 
to the botlom of tho: gorge. As • "'hie d.~cacy Ihey pro~ II plump 
and tender as ehickea . nd lJI exoeDent addition to Our rather monOlon
OUI f .... which was llluaUy p I '. meal. 

SolOCtimes u I sal alone at night. worl::in, out my Ii&u ..... I beard 
the rev of I snow-Icoopard bi&b up 1lIlO01 the crap.. These beasts 
Dever o;amc iIIto tbc camp .. far II I bIno and, ulIleu WOIllIded. will ". 
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not UJUal\y alUlck. man; though when lbey do they are aid by the 
Kurds to bo lbe PtiI\est U>d deadliest or the (eliDe kiDd. 

()ccas;ouUy ill the evenina Sujan Sin&b, the IDdian tupcrvi$Or. wtIo 
had been willi meliDc:e "started the aU&k all Oali Ali Ilea. Qlnle to 
report some mAlter or diJCipline. H anything be .... O¥enlrict in 
tabo\J.r mallen, bIIt be Ilimsf;If wu • mao of JUrprisillJ CftUIY and be 
apected it in others. His tnowIcdge of the workm"" was IJmosl un
canny. He blew every one of lite thousand-sd eoolies by name and 
could lell me tomCthing pm!)' much to the point about the charactet' 
and history or eacb, To Sujan Singh the n.pid progrus of th. work 
Was in areal pari due, for be took On hil should.", much of the train
iog of lite loeally rccruitod staff. 'Ser.i.sp;' (whitehead) tho coolies 
called him, because of his white Sikh turban; and they 'gol busy' 
when tbey " I" it coming. 

i1 was unfortunate tbat cbanll"S in the Iraqi Govemment in In&h
dad frequently entailed changes in roy road pononnel. oneil I!O 
lOODCr wu. new m.aa ttaincd than he was tn.narerred or discbarpd. 
Worse atill, 1M fewlldlled In<:tians I had at tbc bepnni", wen: repalri
,ted 10 11Idia; a"'" of fi"" ex-tebd Kurdish leaden who joOiDOd the 
road-wort 0lIl)' Ranm Efl"endi was len with me throlllhoUl the whole 
uadertakilll- The Assyrian ow::rsun and clerks ~ allo reprded 
with disf'lvolll by lbe naliolllllistic government aDd were evetlluaUy 
discharacd, thOU&b luckily DO{ till the creater part of tbe road had 
bceu compk1ed. 

Apart from Ihe ul>QUC$tiollllble loyalty or the AuyrialU they ....re 
very capable I t Ibm ...-ork. I found lhat for so"'" unapllioe<! reason 
Mohammedan cooli= would ofteo work bct~r for the Christian over
leers Ihan for one of their own religion. The opposite rela tionship a lso 
frequently held when Christians seemed to prefer to work uDd er a 
M ohammedan OVi:rseu. There WI.! one young Assyrian called Leon 
M ar ShlIouo who belonged to the famous fllOily from whiclllhe head 
of the Assyriao people WI.! always chosen. He had been ed ucated in 
Frail<=" and WI.I a youth of exceptional WSlwortbincss wb_ ODe COlI
cern Kemed 10 be lbe welfare of his men. The Arab coolies wis.bed 
oevu 10 work for uyooe bul thiJ yOWl& man and complained if 
uansfenW. to the charJc or other o~ ladeed, 011 the road
work, I obserVed notbia& of the racial ao.imolily belween Arabs and 
Assyria.m thai uiJted in the townS. For one lhiD&'U were 100 bw.ily 
oocupicd. 

That lint winter, when we became practic&lly isolated (rOO). the 
outside world owina to the mud., 1 was itoprc$tCd with !hi! absolute 
oecessity for building I road wilh a very solid foundatioo or boulden. 
E""ry kind of earth road WlS useless by the time IWO months' rain 
had fallen on it. Ooe drove a car only at the rilk ofJeavillJ II bogged 
for the reSI of Ihe winte~veo if il could be pen uaded 10 move a few 
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mil" along the rQadway. At first most of my wintor vilits to Arbil to 
fetch the mailalld the money for the wqes had to be made on mule
back-urually a ~YI' journey, and ",metimtl much 100Ft 
",tum the Stn:aJm proved unfordablc and I hid to ..-..il for them 10 
l ubuk AlmoJt IU of these rides wen made in dreDCbinl rain, and the 
mounlains, Iho"",,, now &loriOIl.l in snow-bound arandeur, rarely 
Ihowed throu&lJ the clouds. There wen: nO ltavellen., no Kurdiah 
cultivlton., no Ibc:pMro:b, hardly anyooe al aU oul and about in IIIch 
_ther,.os I rode in soJiwy Ilate over the sodden plain, and. Ino>lO)' 
passes, ... itb only a servant and a polieemon as escort.. 

AI n!&ht I ,lopped wherevcr I could 1<'1 $helrer, preforably II • 
haltin,..pI&a: I had buill at Sha.qlawah, bul tbe swollen ri~ o!\en 
J'f"C"M1ed my .uehing it. AI such litroQ I was forood. 10 10 to 1M 
n~1 'chaikhatllh' by the roadlide Uld ,hare lhe IlnaJe rOOm that 
s1Jeltered man and beast alike, for Ihe animll. could not remain out
doo rs in such weather. I would have my Qlmp-bed arrlnged in I 
remOUl corner btIlde the animals, the inevitable c.os.b·box beneath ;t. Tho"'" I hid ibdt.er I COIl!d new:< expcet a nipl oftruquil slumber, 
T1:>o IIDOke of the ~ built in Ihe middle of the .Iloor beneath a hole in 
Ibe roof thlt served for chimney was alway. thick and blinding, in
secu of many dela"iptions were nwnero ... and. active ihroU&houl the 
niP!' and I lay with lIlY ~ under the bodcloth .. by roy band, fully 
Io.ded IlIld the wety-atch Itl for instant usc.. One CI.n see a 101 
throup half..;loted eyes, and il i, easy to .hoot IhTOU&h bedclothes 
withoul perceptibly Jliuina a single muscle of the body 10 take aim. 
To keep one', piltol uDder the pillow Q; quito useless fOT such OCQ

Aoru when UI uuillDt'. khunjaT is DlllCh quiclrer thin the sJa:pec'1 
STOP"", for a weapon kept under hi. head. All thil l lwllcami fTom 
Bentley al Oiwaniyab, and W(:I! did I always follow hiladvice. 

The more l urprised the company W(:re at my unexpceted desoent 
ialO their mjclll, the ..rer I felt. My servaal and the policeman lOOk it 
ill Iuou 10 my .... kc by 1M lire keeping a careru] ... tch on 0\11" 

fellow.lodge .. to ICC that they hatched ao plots.. Whea I could feel 
Atidied Ih t all WII weU-one develops'n itutinct ia luch malte~ 
I would snatch a few hours' llup till wabn.ed by I IDOTI;nl in my ear 
or a lIappinJ in Oly r_ U lilY ... imal protecton, hone Or hen, Oloved 
tbeir poIition. I was Iwake On the iswaQl to dis<:ovu whal bad dis
turbed thcm.. AI • matter of fact I was never interlered with. The 
people bad, Ilh illl::, COme to regard Ole 1.1 a kind of 'dcTvi5h', a maa 
who leads a humble and I lISlcre life for prd"crenec. 11M:y could _ no 
otheT fe&lOO wby an officer of the Govanment sI:touId make Ioq 
jolUllt)'l throup mud and rain and 800dcd riven lltemi.ngly for the 
II)Cl"8 fun of il. 

Once I wu forced 10 We refuge in a villase whicl! had been 
tcYUdy puoil.bed by the Levy troop!! for the ueac;herOllJ part the 
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hcadllUlD bad played durilll tbe rebeUion. LymiD&lOlI had narrowly 
__ peel death tbtre, and with his own !wid had ,.,... to it that 1M 
people IlIouId remembon. It was datk and InoMnJ bel.vily .. bea I 
arrived. My defenoelcss condition was obvio\ll CDOUp. Yel thex 
Kurdl, fIe:n:e and IInforJivin, as they are reputed 10 be. invited mc 10 
share their ~nin, meal. and I was Jiven the key of the I\IClII.room 
",beD I retired to bed thai I mighllocl: myself in if I wished. 

I telt often mou&b that I was luckier than I deserved to be. From tbe 
vel}' nUure of tbe job I oJten had to take mo, PI,U up I bold front 
Ind j ust ho~ for the best. Evtn in my own camp f wall lurrOllnded 
by men Qf the mal! doubtful character. I could nOi CWn know thll the 
camp sentries wer<> 10 be "'lied on. The", we", aiwaYI to"'" tboulandl 
of rupees in Ihe casll-box on tile retum journey t.om Arbil, and the 
Fem.n and Turk;'h f,ontiers wen: near It haIJd, off.riDI_lure asyl um. 

They were all toup customer$, th..., mo:n who worked tor me, 
men with nOIh.io, 1O \ose and everythinl to pin by the robbery Ind 
violence they were rep\lled 10 practise. n.ey collld, moreover, pt 
about the COIInlry in I speedy, $CCreI. .... y thaI no trooP!' could 
emulate. Take, for ClWDpk, this feat of R",lam Khan, who helped 
Guerps ill the kit<:hen at lhe subc1e art or livilll with the ptatest 
comfon and Ibe leut effort.. 

The riven I"O$e hi&bcr and high<:r u the <11,)'1 and weeu weat by, 
till OM <ll,y the oll\cial postman oflhe Clmp who made a weekly trip 
to Arbil with rela)'l of &ood bol'$CS, returned a few hours af\cr be had 
foe t out, .. yin, the journey was now out of the qU"'Ition. It wu molt 
important to &ct my mail and aCCOUlI1I lhroua:/I, SO I <:ailed for a 
volunteer who would attempt the tasl< the postman had abandoned. 
To my ,rcat l urprisc Rustam Kban was the first to volunteer. Like 
Queries he Wit a man with an active if shady past, and apparently he 
wanted to Ihow hi, meUle ; for he tool< tM mJ.iland walked tbe whole 
way to Arbil and back, fordina Ihe riven I know not bow, In re<:Ofd 
time be WI$ bacl< in camp again with [etten from tM outer world, It 
WU I tine performance. 

Apin, therr. was QUrlOr, lhe Jriukd. uncouth old '&b.ibana' or 
polioeman or Sheikh s.,ycd TIlba, loom, villain eoou&h to plea .. any 
m~play director, He never wore more than halC bitt police Uniform, 
if so mucl>-Kllrdilb clothes _rr. cood enoup for him; and his 
reputltion for dati< deccb over halC a ecnrury.kept IIlI mm It • mpeet
fuI ~WIaC when he patrolled the camp. 'Shoot lint aDd cballen,e 
afterwardl,' was QUl'JOr'. motto .. a sentry, U>d lbe .... t clan of th< 
Hllrh nonwll filiD& day and night througb my camp "'ClI1 qlliclly oa 
wben tbey reo;o",iud tbe OminOUI figure Iqllattill, on the IfoW>li 
with ri!le over knees, eyeina tbcm hawk_like, 

He WII an inscruuble rellow, this Gurgor, and I could n ever tell 
just what wen: hi. feclin,s towards mc or fl:el perfectly safe alon e in 
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All ill 1M Day's Work 
b.i. company. One day I wu about to set off up the .te<ep side of tbe 
lOr ... TIIcn: were 5lid to be chi.b .. euiu to shoot !lear the 100 .... 
liM, aod I wa.nted to iII_liple a track thai kd, I wu told. ri&llt up 
out of the 10'1" on to the Kuntk I1IOIIntl.ia above. 

'I .", camilli with )'0\1,' annoUllCOd Gurgor aDd, without e""n 
waiting for my permission, he came. 

I t ... , a lon, .liff climb up thai track. but I was ""ry fit and hardly 
noticed that my pece wu too .""re for the old Kurd .. bo plodded 
&1001 behind. AI Jcnath we ruclIed a wi!ldin,ledge round one of the 
inevilllbw precipi<:a. Below u, was a .h .... drop. and flI.r down, 10 
mlny little white points, wu the camp we Iuod wfl The rocky Leda. 
wu wom ~th IhroUJh atIluric:s or use by man and beast. I t wu 
dally. therefore, an important rout<, ~bly a secret. way of escape 
.in time of trouble when the main exits o(!be gorge were held by." 
en.my. 

'Let u"i, doWD,' commanded Gurlor. 'You wall: too fut for c:>e,' 
I.IId be Iqualled by the brink. 

Now 110"" mountains, but DOt pr«:ipioes, IUId wu tIIO&t 1IIri ..... to 
get on. Yet .int<lUCly a$ I disliked it, I could do little else but settle 
down buide the old man to let him rest, thouah I confess I would have 
prdcn-ed Iny other companioll. 

Sil!in& there lin IIhrivtlIed YUlture I.IId poilItiD, out pIaocs with 
the burel or his ri8e, GurlOr bepn a km& K:COUIlI .in an Ilroost in
comprehensible K.urdish dialoct Oflbe ,..;eked bistoryof thc gr.at IOrac 
beneath us. 

I lfLIpcd IiltLo ef the tale, bill tb.o.l worried bim DOl at all. He would 
111m JUddeDly with e'lhinl e)'ft, his hmd would pip his kbunjar to 
dramatize his .... rrative. I.IId he .. ould look eaacrly 10 1IIe, u old men 
do,.to Ipplaud or disput< bil conclusion!. HelOld me oftbe chlen..in, 
Ali Ilea. who had been I veat lOve11lor and had made the caravan
tnc.k through the "'1", thereby Jivina: it hi. name, Gall Ali Be&- For 
the _ pUt, however. !be tab ~ mon_ aooounts of viol
moe and bloodshed in the vaIJey beneath us. Finally ca= the .toT)' of 
H uun Beg. 

Who HUSI.Il Ilea was or Wb~R he li~ I never d;sco~ered, but this 
Kurdish worthy had, ;1-. plotted to burl. smnan 10 death [rolll 
1hc tnek ...... wen: em, appamltly bec:ause lhe UnfortlUlate victim had 
disco .... red!be ieCret ... y. 

'11Ia! wu the v.ry place,' Pid Guraor, and pointed &I the Spol 
.. ben I ...... ttiD&- 'Hassa.o, IIea .tabbed hQ: .nemy from behind, just 
as I migbl &boot you DO ... • Heft Guraor JWUIli his ria. to cover we 
eel be walt 0:11 with his story. 'He fell, apparently I dead man. and 
hi! blood Irickled to the cdac. Haasan lie ..... nt back to kick the corpse 
over. ·Suddenly u he dropped into space the dyill, man &:ripped b.i$ 
mUrdeR' by \be lea and down they both ..-ent Iogetber .• 
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All in the Day's Work 
GUfJOf 1 ..... 1 eaprly fonrud to poinllo !be fPOl where lbey had 

finl $UUCIr. the roc:b beneath. 
'Ya, )'Q,' I Mid, 'm:Y iaterestiD& but if you Ire rest.cd let', set 

along. 00 you thint )'OU coulcI.lho<K the chibw _tlina: 011 that roet 
.".,.y 10 )'OUr riabt T 

I Celt I b.ad heard CDOIIab oC Kwdish murder Ilona for on~ day, 
and b.ad .. t percbed ill IhiIlwful ,pot qllite 1001 eoouib-

'Never,' aIIi'ft....:l Gu......,; '00 man could J.hooI OM n fIlCh a 
diJtancc.' 

'Well, you .... tch,' I Aid. I was out to try an)'IhinJ tbat would break 
Ibe evil lpell the old man', tala were cutini over me, makillg uu: 
wish 10 Hini myselC into tb~ chasm. 

JuSI II with the ea&le, I chanced to make I wonderful fluke Ihot that 
sent the bird carl-wheeling down Crom il$ roc:k_ They an Imall crea
lures to hit II • hundred yards' range, Ind 1M Kurd gaped with 
IUrprise. 

'Off you JD and gel il,' I said, tr)'itJ.i III pIN the sbot off a. I rom
monplace atrair with me. 

With q"Q aal- be ran alan, the Meted ledae '" were {oUnwin&. 
and at lenatb etimbed down to the dead bird whletr. be bl"O\libt bact 
ill triumph. 

They were perhaps ro]lllCS who dwelt at GaIi Ali Be" bul I one.. 
fell thli l aetllally Ii..ed more safely bec.au.sc ofthcir preseace. Tbrouab 
the lon, winter ni&J!U: il wu II leasl stimulalinj 10 the imlPnation to 
be in such I plaoc among people to whom vioienoe wu colllJllonplaoc. 
My J1U.test _realion durinJ!; those eveciDp I found in rea.diq:. A 
friend had $CIII me one boot pooulWly lillin, 10 my environmcnl
Dorothy s..y ... 's famllUl collection of GrMI Shen $tor/uD/ Deltelion, 
Myll, ry (lItd HorrlN. Tread il from cover 10 cover. 

Yet e~ murder, .. practised in tbe Easl, can ha~ its lighter side; 
and the fUllll1et upoeU of lIlY extraordinarily varied camp duties upt 
me from ever gettiDg 'Dcrvcs' al G ali Ali Beg. 

I always .... nted yisiton from the outer _rid to CIfr)' away the 
impmsion thlt, wbltever Kurdisb character miabt orx:e bave bccu, 
under my bendH:onl inlI.ueocc my camp wu .. peaoc:d\IIou I Sunday 
Sd100l The II1<>O)'in& thing _ that the imprUSiOil t _ \l)'i!l& to 
COOYe)' was often lhattcred under my Yet)' DOSe III to lpeak.. th= 
miabl be DO rucb hfoppeninp before or al\trwanII for weeb, but it 
would almost teem that murdm and figbu were lUge(! especially for 
these viliton. PerM!» mid .... y throuib I dinner aiYen in honour of a 
tourinJ; AdYisor or Director (both most eulted officl&lJ) I lillilt.=r 
prostrate form would be brouibl to my doo"",y by I <:rO'Nd of sbout.. 
io& COIIlies, and I would bave to ]ca.", my IJII$S 10 mike I few investi
ptions Illd lrmu. Take the murder of Ali Baba, for Cltllllpl". 

One evening an lrilb Medical OfIi~r from the LcYics called II my 
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All in t~ Day's Work 
camp, and as 'IIo'e &at llOOking and wUin, outside my tent thoroughly 
enjoying a quiet eVUlini, I became aware of the ominous approach of 
the police-sergeant, Abdullah Choullb, wbo was in eommand of my 
very meqn: police force. of whlcb Oursor..as a typical roember. 

'Well T I said, as M salule(l with a .... vy dicltiol of beelJ. 
Hi$ important mlnMr warned me that thtte was al least murder 

afoot and. I wu Dot mistaken. Bebind bim carried On pole. by four 
coolies was. lonl dark Object wrapped in sackin .. 

'This it the man, Ali Bab&, who was missi .... Ii,: lie said in aloud. 
con6d.ential. whisper, &lancing Jid.eways at Murphy In ... the effect. 
'We found him in the ri ...... where be', evidently been some days. Only 
just floated. now tbouah. I 've found. 50me maria on bis head: he 
annouDeed. with proteS$ionel pride. 'What are your orderJ, sir?· 

Murphy had. _Iy beeo "'""ti,,, entertainmenl of tbis son, but 
lnq is proverbially 1 pIKe of """"peeted. bappcninp. so he knochd 
out bis pipe and ca_ wilh 11K to mike the _I'Y examination. 

Ali Bab&, a Fenian coolie said to possess money,!Lad. been miuing 
for SOme da.ys. There were good reasons to beUcve be had been mur
dered., but his tent-illites declared. he had. gone back to his Own CQun_ 
try. ThU: .... mod hardly Likely since he bad not a)lkcted. the p*y that 
-as due to him.. Moreover, lhredt of the missina; IIWI', dothiq and. 
.wn. of blood had been. diJco..-d WI the rocItI beside the river, 
dON tn tbe wattt's edge. There was no trace of the body, l nd I hardly 
"'''"ted it would turn up. On lbe clotheJ of Ali Balla's tent_mileS 
were found bloods\.li"" which they declared were from a ioat !bey 
bad tilled for meat. No <me among tile coolies could confirm !hit "DrY 
and !he camp butcher IlIIIUted that he had SIIpplied th<:se men wilb 
meat quite sufficient for their n«ds. I had had the pug, who """"" all 
noted. p.mblers, arrested On suSpiciWl. 

And now here was the body whkb we thought had. been swept away 
by the river. It bad beUI d.iscovered l)'nlti"l &lowly in a &luQish 
whirlpool beltind • .,eot rock. It was an unpleasant si&bt, but was 
witbout doubl the IIIiui.rI& Ali Baba. 

M urphy and I eu.mined the grueSOme object together. It was a j ob 
collllDOnpla"" enough 10 him; a medical officer in Iraq gets plenty of 
such wb. We agreed. there were definite signs of inju'Y indicted 
before death aDd bfultct that sug:af.ed. a stntgIe. 

• Abdlillah Cbooiah,' I Kid to the SClJWIt, 'do the -=sled. men ItiJI 
plead inJ!ooeno:T 

'Yes,Iir.' 
"Then you mu.st go down &monISt the coolies ill !be mominl and. 

try to .. t more evidence. They must be talking amooa themselves. aad 
there 1111 .. 1 be _ who kn~ -rung.' 

'I will 6Dd 0lIl. all about it, tiro J will go IUIlOnJ lbem disguised,. be 
"""",red., d.llo.wiPI me ~)'SlCriou"y aaide so thaI OOD~ miJbI ovcrh~, 

". 
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All j" the Day's Work 
'Can you really maaqe to disguise youncl( JO that ev'efI the coolies 

won'tI\lWT I aU:ed. for AbdulJah Cbouish wu a _n_known ficu~ 
'Can I T be replied IOOnlfully. 'Am I not a dcttctive u well as a 

poIlcen:Ian7 Leave it to .... !. 
NClCt day I wu cnp.gecl upon my rou .... , and bad for the mOnlC .. t 

forJOttc .. the cue. AI midday I wu paW.., the camp cb&ikhanab 
"'hero • few of lM coolies were congregated. and noticed. curiow 
&aure littin, in their midst drinkilltl tea. It was a Iarae man witb. a 
Kurdilb lurbl.n on IUs bead and over bi. shoulders a [Qnjf Arab COWD 
drawn in" Ihe waist by II. )""Ihe. belt from which hUIII: the re,ulation 
·45 calibre police revolve •. From below the IIQwn p.ojo;:ted leas 
arrayed in khaki br«chcs and puuee$, and on the feet were larse hob
nailed police boou I 

'Wdl, I Ihould neve. have known you if you hadn't saluted , Ab
dullah ChQuisb; I .. id. 'Got any clucsT 

So I know nQW whal a areat KurdiSh detective looks like "'ben bnt 
on the: ICeDt I 

Like most _ of lM kind in Iraq, this murdu wu referred from 
court to court. but lpart f.OI1I the blood on tbe clothes o(!be accused, 
which wu show .. to be human, il w:u beId there was nil. condtllive 
proof, and the men were liberated. 

I had done my best, ho_, to get them haqed.. Imaa:iM my IUr
ptUe, tberefQre, when !bey came clleerfuUy back to the cat1Ip calmly 
cxpectin, me III. I"O>C1lpF them on the work1 For once I refused men 
emplQyment. TIley _med.ga:rieved II my decision aM IUycd abou, 
the camp fQr weeki hopi"lll would chanF my mind. But discipline 
bad til. be preserved tomehow if only as I wa. nina to their com
paniolll; and I liked 10 feel that even if I couldn't hllnl a murderer r 
could It le .. t Jive him the $10k I 



CHAPTER. Xli 

A Christmas Eve in Kurdis tan 

T here was so much to he done dona the anat knph or the road 
now un6u f;OIIltrut;tiOJl from Blnom·n to 0aIi Ali Bea and beyoDd. 
that 1 had fa\Jen into the habil of fOfl"ltina WI lbore ....... cau.io 
holidl.Yl' to which .......... ""tilled; but I hid delinile ordera 10 come 
dowa from the IIIOIInWns to Kirkuk for 0uUtmAt, and one ~ nOI 
oveI"look the w4~ or a considerate IUpenor. As • week" dry _tber 
b.ld made tbe road alDIOIt pusable apin, I SCI about makina arranJO
menU for my brief absence. 

I bad failed to tau advantage or all the hoUdaYl' allowed, partly 
bec:luse we were much 100 bUIy and partly because the official noli
li<:.ation or any date lISIIaily failed to reach our .. mote outpost till 
lOme lime after the day itself", JOOe. 

It m",1 !lave beelI I hard job for thox in charp It BaJbdad to 
have to arn..nge boIida)'l to suit every religion in Jraq . There ........ 
bolida)'l in plo::nl)' for the Moblmmcd'os, especially about the IifM 
of the flSl of Ramadhan, in mOil of which the Jews and Christians 
participatcd.. Also there teemed always lOme sed futina or I_tin&. 
prayina or makin, pip_," 10 one or other of the f;O\lQllclIlhrillCl 
that were ICIttered from end to end of tbe land. Mohammedal\l a re 
,upposed, at katt once io their Ufetime, 10 mat. the pi!&rimaa<' to 
Mecca. This is the bia afl"air and gives. MIll the title of Ha.iii, but 
there .... also many loo;al ~ The Shlabt of Pcnia IISCd to 
mau tbe long joumey to tbd:r mosl holy city of Najaf taldnl with 
thaD tbtirdead for buriaL Whell i was in the ..... th I IISCd of\eft 10_ 
their cara' "anI windiD.a KrOll the deInt laden with collins. Tbae w= 
usually carried by camels, but IattcrlJ driven of motor lorries took up 
the bllSi_ 100. The Shah hal now pul an eod to the custom, u il 
took mue.b money oul 01 Persia owin& to the hip payn:>COt for buri.1 
silel II the important mOiqua in Iraq . The Shiah Mohammedans 
practise the fanatical HII.IIIII_ll ussein rites, and those amoll, roy 
cooUcs who were Sbi.hJ (mainly the Pen;ians) made quaint banners 
and bad days and nipU when they beat themselva with ltickl and 
1Words; they then incluia'ed in. pul feast for which they eollccted 
donaliollS frOlllllly woo were willioa to give. Evm the _t intdlil'l'nl 
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A Chr istmas Eve In Kurdisfan 

of these workl:nen professed unshakable faith in present-day miracles 
which, they assured me, w= oommonplace in specially holy places, 
such as Najaf and Kerbala. 

'Have we not seen with our OWn eyes men taken up from lIIe e"'th 
by the hand of the Prophet himself?' lIIey would say. 

The Sunni MohammodalLl, among whom are lIIe Kurds, are less 
credulous. They worry lIIemsdves litde about pilgrimages (I do not 
recollect cwor havil13 met a Kurdish Ha.jji), and are oonlent to bury 
their dead in their local ""woyards on tbe hillsides, each grave marked 
only by a long upright slab of undres&ed stone without even an in
scription upon it. The headmen and Ihe townspeople lI$ua.Uy observe 
the fasts; the poorer folk don't seem to bother much about them, and 
I believe workil13 men are given a special dispensation in Ihe matter. 

Even after tbe autborities bad appoinled holidays to satisfy all 
Mohammedans they had still to allot certain days 'for Jews only', 
otben 'for Christians only', and doubtless $Ome for Yewis (the 
Devil.wonhippers) and fOT all tbe various other uligio.s, had J but 
the full rOilter. 
Thele~ w= tbe mO$t CJt8eting of an in tbeir ob$ervances. No Jew 

may work on a Saturday, and perhaps that is why so few ever came 
10 my CIImp as workmen. There were quite a number living in the 
villAgel' oear the road under the protection of the Kurdish chiefs who 
seemed to treat them well. 

Amoog the many Christians wbo came to work for me, I found that 
the,.. w.os ao even greate, variety of sects. The Armeni.ns. who were 
quite tbe best motor-car and ttactor drivers available, belong, I 
believe, to the Greek Cbun:h; there were also the Chaldeaos, a sprink
ling of Roman Catholics and NonconformiSts, and, mort numerous, 
the Ncstorian Assyrians. These different kiods of Christians held th.ir 
festivals at different times. The,.. was no oDe holiday that could be 
said to be geooral-not OVOII Christmas. Ever silloe lhe missionary 
efforts of Dr. Wigram, the Assyoall$ have official conne.:;tion with the 
Church of England; lIeverlheless, they have a Chrisnnas IUId l period 
of futing that is all thei' owo. 

I catulot think there was any reJ.igion of whicb wo could not prod..ee 
50me representative 00 the Rowanduz road. Even among the few 
Indians no two were of tbe sawe sect, The supervisor was a Sikh, the 
surveyor a Hindu, the steam-roUer driwor a Mohammedan 'mullah', 
aod SO On. 

My servaot, Guerges, held a flexible faith and a m ... t oonvenient 
OlIO. He said he had been born a Christiao, but he had found it disad
vantageous 110t to be able to participate in the tim .. of WOrship aod 
rejoicing of other mell. So at the Christian festiYals Guerges was 
Guerges, at the Mohammedan he was Abdullah Ismail, Bnd at the 
Jewish he became Shaul Elishul 
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A. Christmas Ev~ in Kurdistan 
In 'Illite. dift'emtl cIasI was the &:YOUI Mohamcned.all P.W.D. 

'torekeepcr at Arbij, Abdullah Effendi, who was really • Scol.lm.ln 
from GILll(lw. This miD bad developed a deep be~efjn lite lraditionl 
and priociplet of the Islamie faith and had becoIne. mC>l! ~pcctcd 
M O$lel:n. By his conversion he solliht !!tilher bettermenl of position 
110. Illy worldly ob;e<;:t, but only huroility ud • decp "li$faclioo ill 
his owtI ~Dte. He often e:.pressed to me his rtartt that so few 
Mohammedans live up 10 the high principles of their f.ith. In spile of 
his rtligious beliefs AbduUah Effendi ill$llted Upoll remainins a British 
lubject and a loyal Scotsman, e~n thou&h he knew thl$ meant be 
muS!. lox his employment ill the Deputment and le.~ the country. 
He l$ now, I believe, in I.r>di .. 

As to the quettion of wbose o,riltmas il really was thll 25th of 
December 1!n8 I concluded il would like too loni to find out. Instead 
I thouihl of the subtle &ebe.me of astiq my luff and all others on the 
.000d wb£th<r they wolIld ~ke a hoUday. Men 01\ a daily nte FI no 
pay ""beD. tbere is DO work done, and it was 1101 within my power 10 
pay them for aoy holiday, though I blew how liard they had beeo 
slogginS away, week ill and week OUl, withouI a br.,.k. Even so, their 
VOle 00 the ChriSImLi holiday question was never in doubl, the counl· 
less dift"cmtl religioN wne forwud with one reply: 

'Your Chrismw is aood mon&h for UJ,' they said. 
StartillJ at road·head LI dawn broke on the mominl of the 24th I 

paid them off and pve leave to the Italf. The Roman Catholie 
As.syriao, Leon Mar Sblmun, weol off for MLIS til Diana, Ihou&h he 
feared that u they Wfl1: all NestorilJl there, they mia;ht be unable 10 
Ii'·. it him till the Nt$Ioriao Chrislmq. fortnight later. He could bIlt 
ao and ICe ",hat m.ipt be done aboul i\. The AmlenialIs and a.al· 
deans Iikewis<: fC1 off for Diana 10 _ what reliJjouI benefil.l wen: 
avaiIable fot thero.. The other workmen merely PI .boUI, mended 
their clothel, collected willter firewood ot went sboppiD, 10 Rowan· 
duz. : '<laIe fished io the ri .... , IlId all KCmuI cooteDud OII>C ",ay or the 

"'"'. 
At Iut 11111 GaIj Ali Bet Wfl1: paid ....,. disposed of. With the car 

packed blab with the llIotIm.nt of beddini, cub·bol, poliocman, 
spare Iyrt$, Iypewriler Ind Ilfficc filet, with wbich I hid a1waYI 10 
travel, we set off to splub our way throUJh the mud of the long road· 
way-tbe winding $lJ.ty.fi..-e-miIc uaillO ArbiL With III the joy of 
escape from the perpetual daily mUDd of camp worries I1Id willi that 
"acr IflticipAtiOO of a.ristmu that 11m one b6c:k 10 childhood'i 
toarliesl mrmories, I thrusl behind me any doubt.! I Dliiht feel about 
our cbanee:l of ",ttin, any farther tbao tbe bottom of the firsl 100i 
pull up Spi1il< I'a$$, and 'IIned.i!l. the \t\IC boliday spiril of nolhio, 
...... ture, nothing will. 

G in&crly we ~ the narrow c;an. ...... bridll' II the I'OI"&C en· 
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A Christmas Eve in Kurdistan 
tfaJ:I<>e. It ,till did duty, even for 1DOOln, \Ill!iI tueh lime ... !be !leW 

sted spall Ihould arrive. The total width of that bridF WII some fOW" 
ioctw:s creole!" thin the dis!al)l;J! betweeQ !be .. beds of lhc car eel. 
tllere ...... nothing wbte¥er to prevent one's runnin, ovet the ed", 00 
either tide. The stream looked ic:y cold and WII quite far enOllJh 
Mlow to Jive tbe cv every chloce of landing upside-down. with the 
driver inlide, ir.be did go OYer. II WI, alway. a licklish bUI;!1en F(.. 
tin, across .nd I sent Gueraes .nd H:wan abead to ",.tch tho front 
wbeel$. They waved me !en or riPI or put up a bod to .top me if l 
rw<:~ the lliptest f!"2Cl.ion from the straight. To check: IUttus up I 
onen climbed along the mudguard to have. look m)"$elf.t !be posi
lion of tbe whcel, relalive to the od.,e. SOmeho .... or otllct l alwaya lOt 
over that bridp in satety, tbou&h I _ fai led to nolioc bow uxinlJl 
the servanu wete to climb out aDd lave me in sole pollIIsioq of !be 
~. 

Then came the live miles of mIMI. ludin, to the lOp of SpiUl:: Pass, 
u phill ail the ""'y, the liltle OIevrolet ploughing ..... y in tint JUl. 
boiling and frothing from the r.diuor like 1 thing pouessed. 

What. ridel Soon the ""r illmothered in $lush, windse~n and I ll. 
At timea .be stOp. completely as .he , ink. a;de-deep in mud. This 
deters \II not at aU. Q UI jump poliamlJland servant$, I rev .... along 
our tTlCU toI"t as good a run as poQible and, in lirst sear. apitt 
cIuIrp lhe deeper mire in Cront. There is already OD. car (bc:Longina: to 
the Rowanduz Police Commandant) abandoned on this $/ope wilb a 
broten ulc-sllaft, but this it Christmas Eve and we must talce a 
chance if we are to reach Arbil toniptl So 1 jerk t.bo cv throulb by 
dinl of usina the clutch ,,;Ih the en[line racillg, terrible treatmmt it is 
true but oftell surprWngly effective. We 1"1 through al)(\ lway. the 
plr ty leapilll in froro tbe sidea, where Ib~y have been pushin, desper
ately .nd yelling ' Y'A1Iah· as they heaved I t the mudgulrdt. They 
:lImber in as best they can fOf I dare nol SlOp. Farther on aootbu 
halt a nd 1 tribesman wandcrinJ witb his dock:, Ind !nI""Uers from a 
pUlina: cara ..... n. an: ail forced by my indefaligabLe bodYllllOrd 10 LeQd. 
• belping haod. They pusb lIIlIlfutly IQd. we an: ,one, leaviq them 
ItItillllflcr WI Jpiasbod with mud and 1II'OCII!erina at the ~vi/WI COft
InIptioa which the)' caU in Kurdish. ' trombil' (ocmuplion of t.bo 
word ' .utomobll<'). 

Then. we bit a sharp stone benea.th the IIIrface; I loud explosion 
foUows. I have feared tbis I nd been expecting it. Many of \be , tones 
an: razor·b lee on Spiijk: that is why the lide-lamps an: festooned with 
span: tubes. Now to jacle up 1 car in deep mud On a hill i, a jnb that 
ne""r impro''eS ooe', languaae. The jaok is ney« lopa: eaoup a ad 
sinb almost oul of light, Or lIips I nd topples ovet IS 100m U the car 
is rIised an inch or two. To acbieve even this ml>Ch one bas to lie in 
the mud and.,..y b.ard. But we pt throu&h thejob _hnW, tho"'" 

'" 
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the !yreI an: a1rudy ~ or Jess in ribbcms and patched and reo 
patched frOID previous journeys. 

At lUI .... e reaoh the lOP of SpiUk. Down the lciFla: on the drier 
side we dull., and ICrOSS tile Daw plaillJ, the skid·dwlIl cLallerill, 
madly in 1M mucigumb. Here we make up some or 1M lost time, 
s1owi11J only I I Harir ",bere tbe cbildml crowd tbo fO;IdWlY aud 
1IC\"et f&il to Ihriek with deli"'l wbelllhey ICe a car pUlina: Ihro"",. 

We fairly nee up the Mitowa Pw, the surface finner Ihall J had 
hoped after the rains, doWII the other Ude, taking Ihe Mitowa River II 
IWCIIty mile. au bour before tbe sp1asll bas Iin>t to fall, over and on to 
Sb1qlawah the h.tIf-way ballin, bouse.. 

EmlDl.Duel PawruJ, tbe I"OOit cantan);:e,ouJ of my ovenccrs, was 
there awaitinl me. I h.od tokl hilD he eould have nO Chrillmas holiday 
On account of tbe trouble he always was to me; but now, on ChrjS\1IUI1 
Eve, I relellled. 

'PaWJUJ; uid I, 'you are a troublcJolnc mak:orttcnl and ICeII> to be 
always quatrdlilll..-i!b lbe other ",cuoen aud wilb your meu. Try 
wbat a Christmas holiday at home will do and """ if il improY'tS your 
mind!' 

So I p&id Pawrus and hU mell and wenl on 10 !be villlF of Ko .. , 
where. =talling J*rtY ullder olle J.,;:quet Searty, All Aml«lian for
lDerly or the c.llldion Paei6c RailroI;d, 'Im1: fonniaa; and mIliIIl tbo 
fiDa.l "'rface of tbt: m_d·m IX*IWlY thaI .... forcillillowly ahead 
from Arbil. H ere allast we ~ to drive on a 1011d road I 

The wor);: of payi"i 111= large pnp too);: lOme lime and there 
were the usual ·cues' to Ittend 10, men il\iurt<!, men ullpa.id and $UCb
liie. In due course il ..... aU done and I too);: Searty along with me 
in In)' car. He .... off to ICC biI de in Monol aDd bad in billlp 
a large and tnnquil turkey quite unmindful of its CbriI;ImaJ dealh =_. 

M ni",t closed in ..... lpeeded aiona tbe n ..... ly completed road witb 
its bard rolled ",rface, up tbe ~ hairpin lipp of the 0»

thousand·ftc! Pirmum Oa&h. down tbrllllJb the Butu .. 0II.i runninj 
two fw deep at\er the autumn raiDs, pushing on tbrou", a drivinJ: 
I torm of sleel and snow, tlIe ontside of lhe car alld my belonpllp 
n .. pped \>Ctween the lDudluard and lite hoMe! caked with froun 
mud. I lleered for the lui len milcJ by poking my beld out roulld the 
VI'iI>dsc:r..ca it btiDj irnpouible to .... throu", tbo tblc);: layer of ice 
and mINI thai a"" .. :d it. lk 5kid cbainJ ttill clanked bul the p;ltcbed 
tyreS bdd oUllOmebow lad,,,.;tb tlte beadli",ts bcam.io, mistily, we 
came al l.Qt 10 Arbil, and the bare rOOlJl ahove Ibe P.W.D. Store. 

The clay'. jO\lI1ley was accomp~slted aad my CbriI;tJnas mail 
lwaited ...... I rud on and on till I bad OpOnai CWf}' 1cttet and every 
pan:el from my home II tbe ends of the urtb. euc. thaI.....,., wet, 
JJ>orthrWI tIIIt ..... ,bortbfud. even a plwn puddina1 All bad made 

'" 



A Christmas Eve in KurdiSfan 
the eight-thousand-mile jouroey from New Zealand in grand style, 
pad::ed as they were in sold.red tins. 

With tbe roads in their present state there was nO bope of reacbing 
K.irkuk that night. It looked as though 1 must spend a 10Doly Christmas 
Eve. Then 1 n:coUoctcd that I had an invitation from Captain Clarke 
to look him up if ever we cbanced to be in Arbil al the same timo. 1 
made a Q.uick change from muddy gannenlS begrimed by changing 
lyres innumerabl., to a lounge Suil in which 1 at le ... 1 looked more 
presentable and climbed again inlO my disreputable car. 

II was a dark night, with scudding cloud.! chasing across the sky 
where the stars gleamed fitfully. 1 ... ached tbe house at the fashionable 
hour of eight-fifteen and was through the gate in the high mud wall 
before I saw that there were many lights in the windows and a cluster
ing of servants round the cookbous., wbich anywhere in the East 
from Malay to Cairo, means tbat a 'spread' is being prepared. I had 
the awful feeling that I had intruded upon company and was turning 
the muddy car about to scuttle off to my lonely rOOm agai n, when 
Clarke', servant spotted. me. 

·Coming to dinner, sirT be 1&01. 
'No, no,' 1 ... plied hastily. 'I didn't know tbe officer bad vi.iton.' 
'H aven't got visitors, but plenty dinner, .ir,' the man assured me in 

that careless, generous wayan Eastern servant has witb his m.a.ster', 
'ood. 

I noticed then that th .... were nO other can. The malter w""' settled 
for me by the appearance orOarke himself on the weU-lit veranda, in 
immaculate .vening dress. 

What a strange settingl A wild winter', night in Kurdin an, a soli
tary Englishman celebrating Christmas alone in a large typically 
Eastern house buill oul on the flat grain_field. of Arbil, thai oldest of 
all cilies, whose bigb ramparts loomed up against the dark sl::y beyond 
the lighted house. 

'Why, lhis is lu~k: he said. 'I woudemi whose car came in. I 
thought I was going to spend Christmas E"" all alone, and now you've 
turned up and I'm going to bear aU the la(est news of roy wild tribes
wen in Rowandu:<, Thy say you gel on SO well together lhat 1 baven'l 
even needed 10 pay you a visit yet. How's H amada Chin r 

'Thanks. to your influence up then: we get along splendidly,' I 
assured him. 'Bul .... for luying the evening, I fear I'm ralher a gat!>
crasber.' 

He led me into the house saying, 'I 've this very momenl ruog for 
tbe soup. You're just;n tbe nick of time. You must have bad a loug 
day of it, as I suppose you''''' come from GaIi Ali Beg? I can _ that 
your road ;s going to rob Kufdistan of all its old romantic isolation; 
it used to be a dangerous lbJU days' mule_ride,' h. laughed, as be 
mi~ed me a coclrtail. 



A Christmas Eve ill Kurdiston 
'I Mlb 1 could ha~ olferc<l )'001 champagne,' be continued. 'I 

ordered lOme, but the nWu ~¥ellted transport pttiDj throup, ,till 
thiI bottle bas somethiq of a Westem Ibvolll", don't youUUnk? Hm:', 
to your beI.Ith and 10 a plea$l.nt Christmu Eve.: 

10 a cormr of the room a aramopbonl! was playina a tOft mID of 
Bcl:lhown, and the IIl&Dlelpicc:e above the blazina fire was bedetked 
with Christmas cards, many Arabic and Kurdish on .. amonas! Ihem, 
for even th6 Mohammedans joined in th6 spirit ifno! in Ihe belief of 
Chrillmu. Some of the CIIrdJ were Ihe characteristic work of my 
friend, Sayed Heuw Effendi of Rowandu:., whose picturesque hindi· 
craft 1 Ilwaya admirtd, especillly wben 1 IhoUJltI of Ihc: primiti~ 
lcob with which these delicate wood-CUII bad beca etched. 

I was amow! at the care wilh which my ""'" !wi planned his 
ChrisImu Eve in this isnIalod SlItion. Then: weft nO ,_II he could 
have invited ,1><1 be OI:rtlinly expected DOne. Yel the room ...... 
decorated AI lDy EnJlisb home would be .1 Clnmnw time. OM kept 
expectin. , multilude of visilon 10 .rri .... and bands of waillio beJin 
linJin, 'Good Kina WellCelw' oUliide the window. 

WbeD Oa.rke took IUs pl.oe . t the head of the table 1 was IOmehow 
remil><led of the inimitable O. Henry's lOuching story of Ihe New 
Orlcallll French arislOQ'l.I who I&C IIone in state in the banquet.hlll 
of lUI allCeSton in the same &lory as of bellcr yean lona pall~ 
nono tame 10 his forgouc:n festival but a ooliwy pusin, tramp. 1 fdl 
very like thai tramp! 

That .. 'eniDa of comfort and Jood food was in sharp conlrUt to my 
day of hard tra~ 10 Clarke', OWl> ~·rovio,life. He IOId me 
thIot oa the morrow he would be r.r OUI on the ..,,1 plaiDS with his 
,hOI·&\Io. His ..... test aport was duct-shootinJ and thil was the 
KalOO whHa the whole of lraq teCDlJ with water birds thai come from 
Siberia, it is 5I.id. 

After dinner as we &al with liqueul'l and coffee by the fire, I knew 
thaI I miJbt hope for some lOr! ofa JlOry from this modc$l mID who 
was widely kilo .... as Olle of the kldin& authorities 00 the lIDauaae. 
cu$toms aod character of the Kurdisb people. 1 already knew that he 
..... polten offloouod 10 end of KurdistID both ror hit judieill rail· 
..... and hit dariDg. Many were the IIlcI 1 !wi heard lold. How he 
had ba:n IIWCPI away ill a 1l00de4 river and saved u by a miracle. 
H ow he bad brokeD hislhiJh .. 11m elimbina ID><>IIJ lbe icefall, of the 
biabW IDOIIDt&in$ wbe ... DO othen have ever ventured, IDd bad for 
mlDY dip' march ba:n carried by raithful tribesmen throup th. 
10rIC.and over the pu$eS, $trapped tiJbtly 10 • ladder thai the broken 
limb miJbI DOl paiD bim, lilI fiDaUy he wal delivered iolo the hlndt of 
• Brilish doclOr • bundred miles away on the plaiDS and the tribesmen 
weDt back ID their aolitudes refusm, reward. 

By what miracle he bad DOl met hit du.th iD the dip of Sbrikh 
OJ' 



A Christmas Eve in Kurdistan 

Mahmud's ~beUion when for month! he W8.!l alone with the ~be1s in 
Sulaimaniyah, none knew. He remaiulld the~ as the embodiment of 
Brili5h power that stood between the Sheikh and his. ambition for 
Kurdish sovereignty, and bullets sometimes spattered round b.im as 
he walked through the narrow streets of the bostile town. 

The full story of Shei~ Mahmud and bis long struggles wh.icb be 
believed to be in the interest of b.is people has not to my k nowledge 
yet been written, though it is 8 most dramatic !.ale. Th.at Christmas 
Eve 1 heard somelhing of the story from the man who was for a time 
one of the chief actors in that mountainous amphitheatre of Sulai
maniyah (which lies one hundred miles to the south of Rowanduz). 
Some of it I had heard already from my overseers, ltom7.c, Sabri and 
Youni" who had served with Ihe Sheikh. 

Sbeikh Mahmud had shown friendship towards the British when 
Ih. army entered. Kurdistan in ]91S, but a year later his activities 
necessitaud his capture and expulsion afler a short campaign u nder 
Major..Qeneral Fraser. When it came to the question of appointing 
local rulers, however, Ihe~ setmed no one belter ~\I.d 10 be put in 
cbarge of this district tban its hereditary chief, so he was Uberated and 
reinstated. This was by no mearu bad policy, for the mao waslruly 8 
power among his people . 

He w .... a reUgiou. leader of considerable sanctity, had the reputa
tion of being a fcarless warrior, and had survived so many fights that 
be was regarded wilh an almosl reUgioU$ awe. ill fact, it was said that 
bullets could nOi harm him, IU 1 bad often heard from my oveneers 
who had {ouSht beside Ihe {amow chieftain. 

'Before God,' said one, ' I have setn bullcC.'l pas< righlthrough his 
body aod kill lhe man behind him, yet the Sheikh remained unharmed. 
He cannot be killed in war.' 

He was also a man of his word, and when pul on parole after his 
captivily, he would probably nOI bave broken it and rebelled against 
any pu~ly British administration. BUI wben it was proposed to 
transfer h.im from Britisb 10 Arab control he objected m!l!lt strongly. 
for the Kurd and the Arab a~ ancient rivals. 

For this rtason lrouble ioevitably arose, and in 1'.124 Carke, hcirlg 
a lIuent KUIdisb lingui,I, was sent to Sulaimaniyah as Mandatory 
Political Officer to attempllO keep the Sheikh under lhe jurisdiction of 
Iraq. Thi. was indeed a difficult job boc.ausc of the unoertainly of our 
OWII policy io Ibe ~O\Ultry, and eYeJl a mau with the diplomatic skill of 
Clarke could DOl possibly a vert trouble. 

The Sheikh's followers, with infallible Eastern instinct, knew that 
our polley was a wavering one. 

'The British are undecided,' Ibey said, 'soon they will go and then 
we ,hall bave nO need 10 fear the Arabsl' 

D uring Sbcik.h Mabmud's enfo=<l absence, Sulaimaniyah had been 

'" 
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r\Ilcd with .bility and forufu.lnea by M~or E.' B. 5oane,. mall .. bo 
bad areat penonal mlaat in and alJeetioo for the KwdJ. He bepa 
to build the tribes into. prop'tSliYII and industrious Kurdish ltale ill 
. ..... y tbat illspired tbe SuJaimanianl to tty to emulate Ollr Western 
II)'ftem of lovcrnmtlll and JCncnt.l advancement. But !be IJUt Soan. 
WII an arbitrary ruler, quite Ollt of lime and 0)111 of place in poSt_war 
adminillrltion. Reoeivin, but lillie CJlOOuragerneot ;0 his policy of 
crulin, . Kurdi<h nation, he ~tiffil from hi. official pa.1 to lead tbe 
quiet Ufe of a student ... d . writer 0III:e ap.in. HediedlOOnafterwardl. 

It is cerWnwt wben Sbeik!I Mlbmud was .gain Ii""n control of 
the district he was .,mOLIJ to follow $oane', plan and reorpni:p: and 
dcwlop his COWltry. We we~ tber!, 110 __ , belilUlinj: to Jive our 
'lIppor! entirely to the Arab interftlS iD the Iraq Go""mn>enl, and 
the Sheikb', followen bad ,ood rtQOfI. for btiievinlWI OIIr ,U\e5-
tDCII could Dot make lip their minds whit to do witb the Kurdis.h diJ. 
tricu. Thor. 5CCmod to be no U$IIf1nCe .. bate""r thai Briu in, II 
MlllcJatory Power, wished to Ruin her in.lluencc in Kurd;"a ... 
Twenty./I."" years bad ~n melltioned by the League of Nationl as the 
desirable period of maxtcJatory administration of I raq, and 00 th is the 
KUJdt bad IeqIlCSted to be plaeed IInder Britain rather than under 
Thrby: bUI they lO\labl tvenlual independence and bad DOl bar
pined 01"1 bcinllefi under Anb rule. 

Sb<:ikII Mahmud fclt ",ben thlI happened WI tu. plana _\lid be 
UDduly restricted and his taboo .. fnlitleu. He laid thaI be IDd his 
people could DOl bnpc for prosperiI)' under . BaJbdad AdmiI>istra
lion, and he resented the Arab 01!icialJ. 

To .. ards Captain Clarke and otlIer Britisb officers be remained 
friendly and _med anxious for them to Iitay on I t Sulaimlniyah. It 
was decided, howe""r, to trIDsfer the British office,., of tbe JocaJ 
Kurdi$h Levy troops OUI of KllfcLi,un and to disarm Ih~ men. The 
.Iory JOCI \hat when the offi«n left, the disannillJ mereJy consiSted 
in thro"';n, the brcccJ>.bolts of the riIIco down . -n-from which 
they 0IIf;fe n:adiIy ...,..Ytred later by the troopI themsel-.. ThUltbm 
mnaiaed iD SulaimaniyU • .."lHrmed and dis:ipliaed fo= ready 
for the Shtikb to lead. 

Thouah Oub ..... onScn:d to ltay 011 IS Political. 0l6cer and Ad
viser to \he Sheikh, the loc.l noIIbIai no .. had the Ian ... '. ear and 
penlllded him to set up In independent lovernment. The TurIQ: wen: 
IlIO be~evtd to have promised 10 .uill by .. ndinl lrm.s. The Sbeikh 
.ClUUy formod I Kurdilh Go~l"IUIIeIIt and even printed his own 
postaae'tamps lltal raritica" only. few welt; ever issued. Some 
of my 0""--" wen: amon, his cabinet m1.nistcn and held ylrioLIJ 
portfolilll, .ueh as M.ini.Jt.r of Edueation, Mioi&ter of CustODl$ and 
Eu:i$e. m . ThiI was about three)'CUI before they CIII)e to OIIOrk for 
~ ". 
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A Christmas E ve in Kurdislan 
l'bc$e were perple.Ung times for Clart e, Friendly 1.bouJ,h the Sbeikll 

was to biro, it was obviout thlt he had 110 intention of being ptrS\lIdcd 
to acc:pt the administrative insll'UCtionl of an Arab Oovemment. 

ll>c Sbcitb was .......s, however. that he mI,Qt remain lmdcr the 
Govemment-lx it Anlb Of not-and aive up his plallS for Kurdish 
sclf~ctermin.tion. He WlI politenen itself;n his replies and protested 
thai he ""1.1' loyal ",O'anl of Britain. At the sum lime he Wall obvi. 
ously acomlllJ: the ;lIIlrucUODS of the Baghdad minglers and not 
hcedi.nl the Political O/Scer's advic:e. Carte thetd"orc illlil!Wed thai 
he """ .bo\It to leave Sulaimaniyah, and he ", ... med 1M Sl>t;kb thai 
1hiI would mean that be woul d be reprdcd .... rebel from then on, 

The Shei~h re:monstntcd: 
'You must nOl leave me: be $lid. 'You Ire my li~rest friend and 

my honoured gue5t.' 
'Does thu mean you rcptd your Adviier as I boitqo?' t;tel.aimcd 

Oarn. 'U you think the Air Force 1'iOa'l bomb Sulaimanlyab jUJI 
because YO'" hold Ple be", a prisoner you will soon find oul )'Our 
mistake I' 

'So lou, ... , had the Sbt:ikh to myselC: aarte e.plained to me W I 
Qristmu Eve, 'J COIIld tnake hitn adIIlilWI he _cow1m,diSUler 
by his actions, but his owa c:biel1 wen. usually able to uJk him 1'OIIIld. 
to hil old. viewI again. He wobbled to thiuideand to thaI and lried to 
obli&e e~erybody. It would h.ve been amusing had it not been 10 
serious. or course 1 could not Jive him the assurance be IlIkcd for, 
that the British wen: aoiqlo remai.a in Kurdistan, for I knew il ..as 
IIIOIt uolikely. Vou may lin my word for il...., WOO'I be here lIl""h 
lon",r. J PW !be old Sheikh', point of view and .... only sorry I COIIld 
IIOt offer hilll a better deal. Afier all, one can't mDk, !he Kurds love 
the Aral» if the latter as rulera canoOI inlpire their proposed subjects 
with conftdence. 

'All !be _me. I wamed Ibe Sbeikh ill plaill en. lallguage that 
his orden were to remain under the Iraq Goverummt, that be lIlust 
lack his ~Clhillet" and ceaK hi. PreKnt adnrinistratio:n.-if nOI ha 
would be truted as an open rebel . 

'For I time he held me virtually a prisooer and would never let me 
ride far from !be to"". There was a man always with me,IUppDKd to 
be lJerYalIt but in reality my I\llfd;an and warder in ...... 1 got rather 
lick of hil ettrua.l company, Ind one day to lest wbether I was really 
captive Of not I sel offal I pUop II though tryina to escape. A fier I 

desperate c.baK I lei the fellow overhlul me . 
• " I am lOinl to Kirkuk," I said casually, Mare you comiog witb 

= T' 
'White and shakinl be implored me 10 return, II hillife would be 

forfeit it I IEW1e my eJCIpt:. 
'So I rode back to Snt. im. " iyah a od had ;t out wilh the She ikh. J 

'" 
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told him I _ IeavinJ-that be bad made h'" bed and DOW musllie 
on it. With I &oed deal of ob';ous rep11 be finally 19ru<l1O my ,oillg. 
I bdievo: be liked me perwnally. He asked me .. he.II I Ibould return 
II!d I told bim it would probably be in a few months' time: with lbe 
l,.e¥:ies and the Inq anny behind me. 

, ~Well," he sa.id, "either Ihen, or w!ten you come '" an ambaS$ldor 
I fter J 1m Kioa of Kurd;stln, you will be equally welcome 10 my 
humble hoJpitality. In lhe mcanti"'" your house and your belona,inp 
shall be prolected. Lock your door, briname the key. When you come 
l&Iin 1 promise you wlllll ,hall be u you have len it. Thou", you 
much II lbe head of the force lhal comes 10 nllaCk me )'III will my 
men Iowcr their rifles and lpare the ~fe of my honoored friend." 

' I returned 10 Iia&Ildad Wlharrncd and PUI in my report. The u~ 
of il all wu thai when the Sheikh ret'usod to • ...-=de. him!lelf, the 
R.A.F. were ordered to bomb Sw..imani~ and they did il .. ilh 
Wo'Crily.' 

My ovef$O(:tI had told me .omelhina of the scenes in the town ~s 
bombl rained down upon Ibe populace. The groesome details they 
dueribed, of the panic and the i'liuries to young and old under that 
deadly Itorm, were not pleu.ant 10 dwell upon. 

a.rke continued hlI: JIOry. 
"The 1"'1 Anny wu ordered to oo;cupy the dUtricI, bul al _ 

tba6 Arab plainsmen wue oulmall<ZU>'It>d b)' the mobile hillmen. The 
Auyrian l,.e';Q, who ~ u modi II bome in mounllin warfare u the 
Kurds themselves, ~"re caIkd into action and with the R.A.F. to 
help, the upshot of the rebellioo could 001 be in doubt. 

'There .. ere many curious incide!l.lt connee!ed with that campaip.. 
Take tbQ: one for example. A pllne bad been hrougbl down near 
SulaimaniYlb, due 10 engine failure or rifto-fire, and in order to rescue 
the ilJ.D.oer IfId pilot, I $ellior R.A.F. officer performed the darin, 
fUI of lIfIding in euemy territory in the heal of an awon. H. pic;ked 
tbe two men up and took off again JUCCUSfully, while the rebeU: were 
IfYinI to make up their Minda wbJ,1 to do about tbQ: UDCl(peetcd 
dcto:eDt in their midst. 

' II..., a ttmHkabie thin, that, tbouih he misted ckspcratdy, tbe 
Sbeikh continued to bdlave well towudI us--iD spite or the bombina 
of S"l liml oiyah. As IJI ins~ ofthU IWO British offit:om who had 
been captured were ill. The Sltciklt wbo bJ,d hou!ied tbem u well ... be: 
could, ICnt over a IIlCS$IIge u kin, thai a doctor might he Wpjlltclted 
to examine and attooo them, addina that if lhey were found to be very 
ill they might be taken beck 10 Bqhd.ad. The dottor who made !he 
journey within tbe enemy IiDes wu re«ived by !he: She.iltb with hlI: 
usual words of courtesy aad conduclCd to the capUvu. He made hlI: 
uoedicaI " "min"lion I.Dd follUd thaI !bey bJ,d sufferal ~ttJ.e harm 
frOID their imprisoomenL He (dt he could 1I0t honestly uk for their 
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A Christmas Eve in Kurdistan 

liberation on the grOUDoU of their St.al~ of health, and said so. Never
theless, they Wffe evert\ully allowed by the Sheikh 10 10 r ..... 

'On anotb« ox:<:asion I British ol6cer of the Assyriu LcYieI .... 
Icilkd duria. an cnplJt1lleDI wilh Ibe hillmen. A letter ohpolor;y ... 
sent 10 iI~r O.C, CoIODe] MacDonald., lllyinJ that tbe death of Ibe 
officer was srcatly regretted. but thaI in Ih. fight in q uestion ;, hid 
been impo$.libJe 10 diltinguilh who wat whol' 

Clarke Iauahed. 
'StttngI: ton of walfanl' he Aid. 
I re ..... mbeR<l thaI It Oi .... I Iw1 0DaI LJked Colonel MacDon&ld 

about this campaign in which h. bad led the Assytia!ll to. COlllp\elO 
and yet almost bloodlesl victory over Ihe KurdJ. The old Highl and 
soldier, who bad seen active Krvk:e li~ Omdunnan, lriod to belittle 
IUs Ichie\o:ment in these words: 

'My eampaisn &p;.w Sheikh Mahlllud WILl • lIIO$I Fllciemanly 
atrair. w. IIOpped our battles I' meal-tilUeS and there"tll(:re alwI)"f 
murna] eJlPfeSsions of reire! it aoyone sot hit by • bullet. We hid 
grand weatber for it too, and Ihmc: OUl\<ltuvres were e.Qjoyed by oue 
Ind aU. The leaders of tbe other lide IOmetimes called in f~ .. cb&t 
with Ul. Oive me Kurds rather thaZI eba'lPni Dervisbes to ¥t 
&pinsl ~ timel' 

It miahl hive been olherwire had the wiea been less Ikilfully led. 
The Kurds can be fierol: and stubborn ligbten and Ibeir hilIlaeli<:s 
would probably havecarriedllle day Ipillit any troopl who wer~ not 
hillmen like themsel-. 

'YOII wiD DOte', $aid Carte, 'that il ...... atw.Yl Sbo:ildI Malunud', 
policy to emphasize thai be wu nnl anuJOnistic to Britain or, at be 
,verred, to Oil. coolinll'"II"" Mandate. What he d i$ijlr.ed, he Slid, 
was the idea of Arab rule and he considered that his own was at good 
as Iny other Eastern administration. UpOn that SlIbjtct it is IlOt my 
busine$o to CQmmeot By the way, be kept his word ,boII t the .. f~ 
I\IMdiIli or my belonti ..... 

' ( had to uke over the diilfict when he finally c.pilulated.. Sulaj. 
maniyab was a hOrrid Ji&ht and you can imagine my .u.-prise wben I 
fOllnd that my bouse, wbich by a m;~ had escaped the..,rial bom. 
bardment, had 1>01 been looted by the tribesmen. Sheikb M&hmud 
when be P"" ...., bac::k tho key pjd ; 

'''I tnlSl that you wiD lind that nothil1& has been toocbe4, !bat 
IlOthiOJ it miMing." and aI\e. those month.! of warf,,,, everything wu 
euctlyas 1 had left it Such a manner ofl1lln WIS Sheikh Mahmudl' 

'Well,' I .said, ''''' it Itlut ....... quitbcd. His district it weIl pll.trotl<d 
by the po\icc foro:: and Iludded with bIock-bousea. l:Ie can do liltle 
harm whue he now 6_ up near the Persian frontier.' 

'Don't you believe that the inllucncc of Sheikb Mahmud iI 
destroyed,' WII Ihe reply. 'I t is nol H . can leap to life again ju!1 I. 

D> 



A Christmas Eve in Kurdistan 
he did before. And be will go down in history as the hero of the 
Kurdish people.' 

I was to remember tIl= words two yean later, when grave chMges 
were made by tile Kurds that the parliamentary elections nf 1930 had 
been falIDled SO as to <l<ny them representation. The flame of rebellion 
blazed again and Sheikh Mahmud strode forth ODCe more to battle. 
For tile t/tird time he was conquered, again after a struggle of two 
years, and as before not by the troops of tbe Southern Govemment be 
resmted but by British air powtr. 

This time be wa. handed over to the AOlb AdministOltion he had 
so steadfastly resisted, and Eastern go=enlS do not release their 
captives a, do the British. Like many another Kun! wbO$e dreams for 
his country', independence have been shattered, he remains to this 
day an ageing pri&ODet;n the hand, or hi, enemies . 
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I CHAPTER XIII 

The Snows Melt 

W hen $prins comes to aali Ali Be&. the barren eountry of 
Kurdist.ln, with its rugged mountain.tnd &rOY rocks, bursts suddenly 
into e..tr'IOrdinary beauty. 

Towwdt ~ ¢lid of Mtreb, almoct ill a oishI " it _I, Ibe 
aroUDd lDOWS melt and the warmth 0{ ' prioS is in the air. The mil:ts 
lin, and il j, All though . vc:ilthat for months pan had bung over tbe 
eyes of tile beholder ~re . uddenly withdraWll. In the clear &ir the 
mounw... IICC1D 10 , land. nearer lhI.n ever bet<>re. AIK:>w. the dark 
wallis of the SOfie the hiah mow-field.t, like the white wiDp of IOIIlC 
cianI birdlhat has prcetIeci itao!f, Itretdlamootllly up into the brilliant 
cloudlC5f U,y; while the valley in all but the roeDel! pJaocs beoome5 
dense with ar«n grus. 

Those hill partridJCll. the chick."", now awake and disport them
tdvc:oiI in hundreds, mlo1i<:atcd with tbe pleuure of , prins and the 
food that the vanishin, SDOWI yield from thc earth 0lI0Cle 111<>= There 
arc ..... ter_(owl too, wild duck and leal, llpon the Jlreaml of the plaina 
(though never, ' Irangely ennugh, in tile 8or~ itself), and g:nu;cful 
herons .. &(Ie in the 1;""allllS. Kurdi$h trapperl come by with the lkins 
of Ilono-martens and fOUl, rnr these animals, and in f_ all otbtn; 
arc ra:kIeSI and devoid of c:unftin& in the: ~Dd their rut is in its 
m",' perfect coodition. £vell the stupid ~ _ m sillier thao 
usual ... bea liberated after their wiater iadoors. They prance IIId 
bellow tirelessly.u Ihey muneh grecdJly It the f,,"h &rom grl$S. 

The sheep and goats eome farth from the roeller of the c:aves where 
the shcphuds have bpt them berded 011 these dreary months. They 
leap up the rocb II>d JIUC on ~ led. willi qllictcoiJ:>a m~ 
ments all tb!:ir bellies fill. The fit taill of \be Ihcq> ~Il apin to slCrC 
... p food for Ibe DeJlt huapy winJer. At tome sign ofdIDFr-perha~ 
because be has _0 • wolf or I lC<lpard lJIIoDg the rock_the shep
herd gi_ a CIIrious wb.istle wb.icb calli b.iI flock together. The Inim' I' 
rua 10 b.im wilb instllli obedience and aroop thmueIvet roUDd him, 
snutmJ, 1\ hit Mads II>d clothes just all I <loa mi&hl do. la thiJ 
country the lbepherd Iuds and never drives b.is lbeep. He has sheep
dogs too, large and wooll~.~air«l beasts like my Ohunnie; theit 
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bulit>eM ~ solely to prOICCt the ftock ud we1l do lbey do lheir wort 
it _1_ come near. 

FIowen of every colour burst forth amid tbe gruI. Each dl,y some 
ne .. bl>e ~ predomina~t. An i .... DOe$$ible ledge higb up on the lide or 
the sorge becomes brilliant willi ~rlellulips. tbe road,ide blue wilh 
iriSCI. There are great lilios to be fouod in the darker ~rannie!l, and 
,,,,all orchidJ and bcdl of violets. On Ihe hilhide near Kani UIIun.an 
are IICfeI of narcissi thai "'nw pure white in lbe distanoc like uo· 
melted 100W. On the Dubl.j·Harir beside the Ri..er Zab an: buge red 
popp;" and tall white daisiea, for 00 the plains lhe fto~ra Ire quite 
different from lbose in tItc ItOr ..... ~pl ;n the cu.lli .. 1ed areas .. 1teR 
IlIe la ..... bl~ appear, ooe wallts 011 I carpel: of ",yol4l or IIIIln 
ftowtn. As the weeki 10 by !be low roUina biOs are iii .. illl eYery b"", 
cllaniilll tint like ciant charaeleom as ooe variety or plant &i_ pilce 
to anotber, till I' \1.51 In the lind bcoomtt bl"OWll under tile ~mmer 
Iun 0""" more, leaving only I ahort crilP bay fo. the lutumn a:ruing. 

I think the mOSI beautiful tipt of . U is lhis Dullt·i· Ha.ir. At ita 
most verdlnt period it is cultivated wherever possible, and to o;\ear lhe 
around for plOllghin, eacb field h&I hem bounded with wide bell$ or 
carefully caUccted bouldm., sometimes piled into hip pyn.midJ. ThiI 
ltony lalId. prodllCCS oerelb ' mlValfr. Tbe cropl or barley, wheal 
and rye rise as Wet and hiP as uy I b, ... e seen anywhere in tile 
world.; not in every 6dd il" true, for lIWly lie fallow io a riot orwild 
ftowtn. Sceu from the hith slopes of tbe lbrir Da&h, the milea of 
fieldl with thrir irregul&r line, of boulden make the Hari. Plain look 
as tl!ou&h.,.eat patcllwork quill had hem laid by "Inl handJ OYfl" 
the JrCy dreariness of its winter lu rl"tce. One realizes then why men 
blYe foUpl Ind , lain each otber during so many centuri« for 
pOS$UIion Dr these appllrently useless landJ. 

None tejo~ more io 1M flowers &nd the verdaOI ~priol than the 
iCurdi tbcmrelvcs. WbereYfl" I went I was preseuted .. ith bunches of 
wild Ilowen and of fIill other varictiea from their prdcn.$. S!raqO as 
il may -... these tribal people love to &row IIo"oYera of evetY kind they 
CI.II J.y their hancb on, and on DO topic will they conVCQC with IDQl"C 

plcuute OC" inteRs\. Wben I dilcovered this I arranged to obtain IOIDC 
&maI.l el>Cll.lyplUl !rea from a friend in the experimental rang al 
&JhdI,d, and ' swopped' them (alld lOme English prden seeds that 
are tomm.oa CIlOUgh at home bul un~nown in Kurdistan) for any 
UtiVII ~owm and Ihrubltbat were brou&hl me. I did so well by thil 
barter Ibat I made Kurdish p rdenl of my own at all my Clmp:tl. The 
euetlypt\ll trees we planled JrCW aadily, and I bope they lIilllumvc 
the Kurdish winters. 

As J journeyed aiOG, tile road I ~n ItOpped my car wben: the 
5prlq blooms weR finest, IUId tcn'&Db IUId polic:cmca would jump 
out and _ with me ~p ItIIOCII thc fIowen to pluclt: creat 
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The Snows Melt 
bullCbel to deoonlc the <:Ir 1l1li to tan Ilott!e to my dmJy mod hut 
in lbe &OrJe. 

The Ilunted \ree$ of the hillside art not to be outdone by the 
lIowers in tbe unfolding of their sprin, beauty. Tbose dinaio,io tile 
sides of the gorp, scemin&ly bare &rid dud for mcmtha, DOW Jive the 
dart; roeb.1ess forbiddi",l$p<Ct, for tbey crow in every crevice. Then 
apin tbe.e an> fruit trees, and tbe fint oftbeseto.tart bwineu is the 
wild mulberry. III fruil is be,inning to [orm while the peBr, apple, 
peach, apricot and walnut trees wiU _reely admit that aprio, hal 
begun, but these in t\lra SOOll tan up lhe chase in earnest. 'There (:In be 
nO Il\OR enchanti", light tban the e:<unsive orchf,nb of Shaql .... h in 
springtime. Here the tall ' i!p.llndar', or poplar trees, punctuate a sea 
of bJOISOm where bees are busily at work coll""lint and Ilori", their 
honey ill the hollow stum", MCb horde ~rllUy mllked down by 
the villqen. The memory of the [ruiU of thOle prdenI. saeb of 
walnuU, ,OIt-skinl of wild honey, donkey_loads of iU$ciQI,I' ",apel 
thai one could buy for .. rupee or so, remain with me today u .... ona 
the material joys IUId oompelUl.liol\S of ... y IODCI), liCe in Kurdiswt. 

In this country it will be KeD. thaI there are alrtm=; of plenty and 
scarcity. Sprilli i. prolific of the fruit. of the elrt h as autumn and 
winltr an destilute of thent. Fortunately, the Kurds &re by no means 
an improvidtnt poopll:. They put by cnoup for the wintH . nd so ... 
urn., to spare if pocsible, fot tllere may be wan IUd troubles to p ro
vide 'pinll-indeed, then an aIm",! oortain 10 be in Kurdi.tan. 

Wu and aeri. l bombil\l IllIY mean the destrllCtion of tbe ... hole 
villaJe and the conlla&r&tioa or me crops and vain atoIct ltavi ... the 
people. holllCless and without food. YH owen mOR dreaded thl.Q wan 
arc lhe locusts. They COllIe like In invadil\l army and Ire more diflicull 
to baltle . pinn thon either soJdien or aeroplancl, In "'ha~ver.tage 
or their lifo-cycle tbey appear, u cn. .... 1iP& fres.b.-halChod <natures, .. 
'hoppers' thai j ump hut cannot fly, or .. the full-IJOWO insot;:t that 
may ha"., flCWo'll hundrlldl of miles, their capacity for deistruction is 
literally ' Ppallinl. They mOVe .... jth 1l0Vi' advaocc over . frontajle or 
many miles aad eveT)'Ihilll ;a their path is col!!UlDed. Not &.talt 
I p pcu$ .~ the earth, not I leaf" 011 I Ircc is len ; I hi,,, heard ;t saM;! 
that di .. bled animalI, and even sm.U babies Id\ unattended, ha"., been 
devoured. Waler challlU'1s and even rivers are no bar 10 their proareSl. 
Millionl . re dtoWlled, hut their Iloatilll bodies fOllllI brid .. for their 
0DtIlndca. The solld Iltin. 01 !be earth Ippan 1(1 be movinl slowly 
about, Ind it is composed. oI locusta. 

Then is, of course, constant war upon them. In the bopp;nl ltage 
they can be killed by Layilll aqenjcal bran ;n their path; tbc)' eat it 
and die. Mon: locusu come and eal these dead bodies and ;0 their 

" t\Inl die. II takes VII' quantities or \.be prepared poison alId rapid, 
otganiud trIO.port to eatcll the swarms before they fly. Many lIllI,y 
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be thlll I.ilkd and grW pik:I 0( husu of 100;1,I$I bodico: are tormed_ 
and thea., often CllOU&h, Ibe illvad.iq _y jus! passes over lhcm on ill 
way. They may also be burnt with petroleum or mpped ill tn:1ICbes 
lined with lJI)ooih metai.lleew..a-vm !be poesy pqes of bundre4s 
of the illustrated London weekly papers wen: 11$Cd for thi. pwpose by 
Ihe lUOurc<fuJ ED&lilh locu,t officer in lraq. He orpnized a <;alIl

paign that might weU have led to Ibe exlermination of the peS! had 
tho Iraq Oovernmenl fully appreciated the originalily and value of hi, 
work. 

Ifllley reach malllrily the hoppen !ly and form a cloud that darkell.l 
the ,un. They lIy blindly ap.insllbc ...mdscreeo 0(1 o;ar till it is thickly 
bemIcated with their bodies, or they TCSI comfortably for I while on 
!be .lD.ud..,..m &Wnl 50IcmnIy It the world about them.. They show 
no fell" of buman beinp. 'Kill US if you like,' they _01 10 say; 't~ 
Ire I million othen behind UI.' It Is u.id tb1t some of tho tribl! Ant.. 
dry and eat thero, but I have never toen them used u food. 

The building of tht road not only ulisted Ibe mobility of the lOCUlI
fi.&btiualorrieJ wilh Ibeir paisotl$ l ad petroleum lirwpra)'l, but .lso 
enabled vain to be readily lrawported from olher diltticll to the 
ltamng people. A fam.illC can be I terrible thiDa in the But, espeQaJly 
wbeo $elious epfdemica ~mpl!ly it, and • celebnted medic:&I 
l uthority 01lCC u.id, 'To me, u a pbysician, lnIq 1$ the m Oil interest
ing COWItry in tbe woOd, for it 1$ I very paradise of di_v ' 

In the rpringtime, too, snakea &lid reptiles IppeM. Thue are !up 
blacl. ooes and Sll)l./kr mottled ooes. Some few Ire deadly, but the 
DlIJority, fortunately, are not. The rive:r snabls, fOf inJtaDoe, are 
practie&lly harmless thou'" tbey can be alarming ellCluab to the 
, wimmer who meets them. The Kurds avoid every kind and ,bool 
them on lithl. I w .... amazed It Ibe rapidity with which I Kurdisb 
Pnlice OlmmandaOI OIlCe seiw,i a O;:OMtablo'. rille aod shOI I ,oake 
into lWO plecot .... it wrigIed rapidly ICrO$S the road in frool of III. 

Ouerpl bad wamed "'" tb11 if I kiIIed • make, ill mate would 
foUOW !DC and fmd !DC out, IloO ma~ how far ..... y I Iftlaht hide. 
That YU)' day I bad killed I Wp IIlOttled ODe, aJ>d I lau&hed the 
waminc 10 ICOm. The place WII mila .way. 

'Beware,' GuerJCI pen:illtd, 'she will come.. A snake it I mqic 
ClUlure Ind can perform the impoAibk. Else wby is the medic:iDe 
made from casl-off snake Ikint 10 potenl thaI il cun:s IU riek" ,,*," 'I' 

The Kurds and Assyrian, both b. ve implir:il faith ;n !hit I ln.Ilge -,. 
That niabt as I lay dotinl in my bed with the lanlern lIill burning, 

I lIowly became aware that Ibm: ....... another sound be$ide the in_ 
aea&nl crackling made by tbe larp beetles in tbe rool". I t ..... kind 
of alidiq: rustle amotIi the dried 1eI_ of the thatebin&- Fainl AI il 
-. I " • .....,j up. Directly above my bud there buq: a Joaa: mottled. , .. 
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mate, iu !Ia! bead wavinJ slowly from side to side as it looted lbout 
the rOOm I I hfod hard tlW sa.ates came 10 lhatdled roofs 10 hl1nt for 
mico, bul as it 6xed ill stare upon me I had I ~ "matiOll of 
boITor Wt thit one had surely COU1<: for ""'. Willi UI drorl l broke 
the IpeU 0( \bose beady eyes, I rose Jlealthily, ICU£d I walki",-slick, 
and with .. furious blow brolllhi the crea.tun: wriuJiDI: in death 10 the ...... 

'Did I not ~U you WI the mate would co= &lid fiDd you out l' 
med. QUUFt triumphl.lltly in the morning, as he pud I t the deJod 
body ortbe Inake. 

AI Ihll time I was coUecling snates al the special RqUell of IlfI 
enthl1sillti~ youna doctor in the Medical Service in Baahdad. He is 
today In acknowledged authority on tbe subject. He wlnlCd as mony 
specimens as he could Jet, Uld had $CD1 me. pI~nt device for calCh
ina them and a bottle of fonnalin with wruch to PfCSCrvt: them, the 
!atter totIIly insufficient for the size of the snakes I had ~uahl. I did 
my best with .pirits and kerosene to make up the de6ciellCy and had .. 
Jood-aiud tinful colIeettd. 

The Di~or of Medical Services wu one of my lint visitors alkr 
the road was Ipin passable fot <:an, and bco uked me as be ..... 
kavina if then: .",.. anythi"l l ohould lite taken to BaaJ>dad. 

'weu, )lei, if It isn't too ml£b troublc,' I said.. 'Dr. CoO:ill of you:r 
I)epanmtDl wanlCd some Ip"'rimms of loak." and I've JOI lOme for 
him heR in thi.lill. I'd be much obliged if you'd take tbem doom. willi 
you. The lid i. quill: ieCllre.' 

'Ob, "'lkCl,' he .aid without enthusiasm, 'let'. see them.' 
I priled open tile lid. The ",ates k>ckm all riab\' but f adlll.it that 

the lin ,,"til very odd. I tried to explain that the l/lakCl relUy wtre 
aU riab! and .lwaya rmell that way in Kurdislall, hut my arauments 
must blve carried IJtUe conviction. Whether be bad romcthillg agaiull 
maw as IUeb, Of jU$1 ap.i.ru;t that particular tinrul, be did not loIy, 
but he IlaUy re/"uled to mist his jUaiof in the cauJoC of scitnee by 
takina my colle<:tioll to Baa:h<Jad.! 

OD my return journey from .ArbiJ It CbriItmaHitne I IIad been 
roroed to abandon my eat ncar the viIIap or K.ala CItiJI on Spi.1ik. It 
looted. 114 nbject, mlrooned. there, each time I rode that _y on 
muJe-bKk. I was &lad ... heII the $prinJ sunshint dried up !.be muddy .ud_ of the road Ind I WI! a ble to drive it boo:ne. For two months 
and more it IIad been left there unattended, 1im0lt on the doontep, 
U il wen. of H omad' 0.;11 and his uotoriou. followers, yet, wbe:n I 
came to take it ..... y 1101 10 much U 1I!W>IlU WII miui",; II£h InS 

the ~wiOUl code Or honour or these remarkable pt<)p!e. 
It would bave been quite otherwise had the road been in U$C by 

Anneni.ln tul-drivel"l durioa that period. Littlo by little my Chevrolet 
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would bave disappeared; first a few tools, then II wbeel, tben the 
engine, and fmally the whole chassis. like the IOCllSlS, bil by bitlhey 
consume every unattended car, or portion thereof, that lies in their =, 

I know nothing quite so cool as the Armenian driver', way of 
appropriating other people's tools and motor parts. Supposing, for 
instance, J 5hould happen to leave my car by the roadside near Arbil 
for ten minuleS with a perfectly good set of tyre levers and a brand
new pump under the seal, I should come back 10 find that they had 
suddenly aged into old and bent and broken things, Some taxi-man 
has had a 'puncher' near by (translated from modem Arabic 'puncher' 
may mean llIIything from a puncture to a nnlional calamity). J can see 
the marh of his t\H.t tyre in the mud. With the freemasonry of the road 
he has helped him~f to my jacks and levers and what no1. When I 
overtal<c him and u k for my tools it seems he has merely made a 
sligbt mistake by putting hack the wrong onesl 

My own tractor, and car-<irivers, most of whom were Armenians 
(wbo setm to have an inborn aptitude for mctha.nicol work), were the 
worst offenders of aU. They not only purloined the tools when it suited 
them but gave or 10lllled them to any driver friend who passed by. 
Doubtless a few annas could always be obtained for them in any 
buaar. On my periodieal inspection of tools I found thaI spanners 
and pliers aDd so On were always missing. It was a waste of time asking 
whal had become of them---il invariably produced the usual Iraqi 
answer, 'Wallah m'a.-ufl' which means, 'How should I knowr so I 
"",rely comma.nded that they should be brought back from. whatever 
baaar they had been takon to, or tbere would be trouble. 

To their credit, Itt it be said that these Armenian drivers were a 
daring 101 of men who eared tittle for the ri$ks they ran in driving 
their ram5hackle ears in hilly Kurdistan. They had nol even the most 
rudimentary training in motor engineering, yet they kept their can; 
going in tnlly IelIlarka.ble fashion. All the troubles a ear i. heir to were 
tabulated according to an original vocabulary of tbeir OWn. There was 
no word in llIIy of the e;gllt languages in common use in the district 
that would translate 'gudgeon pin' or 'universal joint', So they classi_ 
fied a few of the causes of breakdowns and stuck to those. Suppose 
the engioe SlOpped, the cause was always 'plup' to begin with. They 
meant ',parking plugs' of course and used up these inoff.n~ve articles 
by the Jl1O$$, brealcinll most of them by $Ctewiog thera in aud out with 
badly-fitting spanners. If the car still refused to move, though at least 
one cylinder of the engine was running, the n .... t (rouble to be looked 
to in theold model T Ford (wbich was the most usual type of ear) was 
'banz'. The 'bands' of tbe Ford epicyclic gear wore out in no tirae 
with the terrific loads they wen: forced to doal with on the hilli. If a 
titivating of the 'banz' proved unavailing. the only remaining explana-
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tion wa$ 'Wallah .m.o.U1If I' Thil mea.at, TIe dao:LDed thill, it bnJJca 
IOmewbcfe!' 

UsuaUy .tnnge pindill, noises from \be maiashafl:, diffemr.tial or 
rear ax)Q mi&lu h.a~ already IUgesud this dilgr><>:l;" They would 
IeUle down tbm: and Ihen to the mlljor operalion oflifti~. the rear 
of Ihe oar, ulracling 1M whole of Ihe tra~smi .. iOll and It!'tWilll the 
fOad wilh bolts Rnd pinionL T he otr.nding part is at lUI diwovucd 
and hddjoyfully aloft llreaminl wilh oil. 

'Dichlee (wheel)I' ucla.iml the Armenian pfOudly exhibiting a 
bevel wheel from which e~ry lootll ls Tllilsi~ 

It ilII Ihis point that tile earl;". mentioned ..:quiliti~ illrtillCll of 
lhe dri..,.. lb.,.. thcir value. Probclbly he has an old spare be..:l .... beel 
lIIat he has purloined ffOm lOme <kre~ct chassis by lbc road,ide. I f 
nOl, it is pra.ctic:ally ceruill lhalille very firsl driver who puses can 
produce one and is perfectly prepared to hand it over. How \h.i$ 
Dl.l$Onie uaft ot lII.i--drivcn balanced out their individual wornn, 
profits I ean~OI say; tlley would Creely exchange anytbillJ by the road
side trom a radiator 10 I complete enJillel 

AlIa" a bevel whed wilh approx;nu.tely the right 1lumber of lOU1ld 
leeth 10 mesh with its ""'",bou. illOI from somewhere IUld the oar iI 
rtasKmbled. The fact that bf.U·bear!IIP are worn and IooIe and 011 
the pOillt or bream.,: ai- nOI lbe least COOClml; evm lbe brokell 
teeth thai .still tie ;n 1be oil lump are or 110 moment, 1100" ,,,, the IlUU 
and bolts ihalare lost and missi"" They say, 'Why, tbe:re are always 
too many nliU and boilS in a _.-car anyway.' 

So .... ith hopeful joy eYiOryone climbs inlo the oar api,,-the 
passenp lIave ,l1lhi. while been $ilting by the roidPde admirin, 
the mla!cian at work.-'plllp· and 'ba~' ,re given a last sc:rutill)', Ihe 
enalne plcl::. up rather hesilatinaly 011 one, two 0. Ihrec tylinderl and 
aWlY our taxi &OCS apinl 

The mild bad 100II taken toll of tbeae adventuroul drivera who fol. 
I.owed the road-e.op.ee. in a blind faith thai all would be well on the 
oewiy-madc lraci: thai disappeared into the ID.OUOtaios.. That Wier 
balf, dozeD cars besides my OWII were trapped somewben alan, the 
rOllte. I bad nOIIeft ~ road ill $UCb I muddy mess on purpoce.. bllt the 
CODStruaion parties had ",ne ahead mllCb 100 fl5l for tho .... tallina 
party and the only .teaJlI·rolle. we bad On the work. AIl we bad aimed 
at and achieved in the fint year was a conmcted track lil ror dry 
weather, 

With the Sprillg, and as the road dried, traffic ;ncreased 00IIII more. 
Visilo" nd lravellers bo:atne mO'" t~uenl, caraVllnl of merchandise 
pused thrOllP on the way to Persia, IODa lioes of mules and donkey. 
brouabl IUpplies 10 the road4mp. 

In !be Ipriolo loo,!be nomad Hurke lribesme:ll relurnrd with their 
40cb and herds to the frontier mountains. They looked a formidable 
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body 01_ .. hen the Iead~ and their Iar&e armed QICOrts fiJcd put 
OD their hill poaies-picIuresque in tb::ir Kurdish clotbcs and pudy 
1Idd\es. and fierce ill martiallplendoor .nd bearinl- I Ionaed for. 
cinem.to .... ph camell to ftlm lhem .. !hey rode so proudly hy. The 
H urke.re ouch I wWthy tribe, OWIIinl imme= herds of Iheep ... d 
loatl, that they are rully not SO warlike u they try to appear-not 
nearly to aggressive for inltal\c:e u the settled Surehi people n d 
Hamada Chin. The Hurke Jland to 10se some of their floeb if they 
lisht UlIne<:asarity--tl>ou&h a yur 5Cldom panes that they are lIot 
mp,pod in a baUlt of tome kind ot other, usually rorced upon WID 
hy kN: .. eoJthy riwls. 

Al l have said, they did oot inteff~re with my wort and were very 
friendly towanh me. Sorot:tillll'S min .... troubles arose betweeo lIS, and 
IhClI if I could nOI refer the matter to their chidtaillS, I juJl had to 
take what action I thoulblliL Here i. I cue iD point. A small party of 
tribesmen were Ihootilll uneomforuhly llear my camp. What they 
wen! sbooting at I do not toow, possihly some wild animal. I had 
liven ord<:n that shootioa was forbidden within I cenaio area round 
W camp .nd I Jell! a c:oo& up the hillside 10 uk them to IIOp. They 
n:pIled that lhis had alwaY' been their hunlinJ: grouad I.Dd always 
...,ald be. So I ckspalcl!ed my ImIII Assyri&D sentry who ..... the 0nlJ 
man a\'lllablc al the time to diJcover .. bo !bey 1IVC Ind tbI: I\Illle of 
their immrdiate chidIaio. He did this and more, fot be brouj:ht bact 
with him thcir lwSer, cI.isatmc<I and with hQ: Iw>ds IiaIlo hil waiIt
baad behind, I $igo of captivily. The Assyrian, like lIIIIIy 0( hU 
IlltiOll, ...... fierce little man and had ,uddeoIy arrcncd the nomad 
tribesl"lllll hy ,hcer blu/!", uyina these Were my orocn. ThoUlh he_, 
oae apinst a dozen, yet to roy surprise be had lIul beea oppol«l. The 
uibeimCII prnbably knew Ibat lheir own chief. would nOI approve of 
aay ~taQce to my orden. The captive'. daJger alld riHe were 
returned 10 him as soon as be promised to take hill party elsewhere.. 

0fIea enough, II I bI.cw, the oomads had good callSC 10 be bOlitile. 
I wottder thai they were no! roore 10. With our blastin, we _em... 
oolllpltteIy obliterated the old trieD for the time bein& and the hill 
ponicIwith womeo and children 011 !beir bacb oec:asion.lJy Ilumbled 
and rell &m0ll1 the uphea\f\ld ma_ ot rock. Also II tbI: "nloCCll$
IOmed siabt of a car they sornetiJllCl toot fri&ht and !!liP! bolt I.fId 
throw lheir rideB. It was Illy rule thai can I.fId nw:hineI mlllt alwa)'l 
take the outside oflhe road 10 that the animals would !IO! bound OVtr 

Ihe precipice: I.fId the toaines had 10 be SlOpped 10 lc&Iea the lisb. 
The tribesmen thllS knew we ........, dOial our best to avoid accidents. 

Tbty wen: less well-assured of our sood conduct iD other matun. 
My oooIiea mnriably Jlole their tbc<=p or 1e>aU wbell they 10' the 
ehancc. I wouJd IiDd pts cauP! up ira thlc:k bushes and under 1"O&d _ 
_ biDON in the most lO)"$tcrioul {asbian. or course, 00 ooolie oould. .. , 
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eva- uplaia bow they tot there. The beasts wen: 10 stupid, they said. 
they did Neb lbiap by lbtmselw$! Clccasiouatly the l.IIill\als were 
actually Riz:ed from the tribesmtU ill my Dame and I dilcovered that 
my own Jlll'VllllbI ..... ~ DOt guiltless of lOCh prscticca. 

I imq;ille that what happmed waJ somethi..,liu thll. 
'ab, !be ellp.etr would like a sheep,' Guel"JCS would $l,y 10 some 

tribal chlef. and ia ddel"lll>te to .... a ibeep would be haadod over. 
GUeflO'll ond hiJ pl.1. Rwtam Khan, ..... ~ known 10 do a lot of 

private tradin, with the coolies as a sidelio.1O their official oo:upation 
in my kitchen. So .r\er the sheep had been killed the two would .it 
l od con.lder their iII-gouen gairu and converse somewhat as foliOWl: 

Guc:raes: ·Well. RUitam K ban. it's a lot mO~ tban the officer call 
eat and mono lban you and I need.' 

Rustam Khan: ·Still. n!member the offieer must a.llOme of il. 
You've got 10 buy meat for him anyway you know. BUI it woul<hurely 
be a pity to Jet the rest go bad. H e wouklll't mind the coolies pttia, a 
lIDall wn! of it, I'm .u~· 

Oucrgtl : 'True, Rustam Khan, you were alwaya • Jood business 
maD. Let .... cut off the oIIio=r'. portiOll aDd tbea tee bow mucb is left 
for the cooIlea. Hen! aft the seales. He = objectt wbm I eoter in 
his "duf\a~ (perwrW KCOUDt book) "' muo:b", a "lIoob'" 0( meal 
a day. I chat. bim 0II1y a rupee for it and !be cooliq would bardly 
expect to ha"" the ollioer'. meat al a lower price lbaa be, would !beyT 

Rusl&m Khan : 'That piece you' ... lOt 011 the _ Ie i. a bit lip!. You 
mUll be hoo"1 wilh your masler, you know. Try tb.is 1arF' piece. 
Yes, it I. practieally a hoob. And we aft tellillJ the oJlioet nice Crull 
meat lpecially selected by a Kurdi$b chieftaio I' 

Whell I found evidence of this SOtl of lhina I was 001 pleased. and 
uid 10, and kept mu.::b Itricter watch Oil camp .od ICfYIIIt • . PerhaJ13 
for thil reason anet some months G ueraes decided he had laved 
etlOUP money to return 10 Persia and he left me. He !lAid. tlu.t Ours 
was I prt>Clrious life ill thaI gOIge (he ne~r I pproved of lhe W'Y I 
IlSCd 10 c\riw: my car round the edges of the precipiOCl) and be had 10 
remember that he hid a wire and child somewhere ill lrall. So we 
puted. with mUluai uprcuionI of goodwill He WUU'I a bad bearer. 
by any IIIWII; &Od his illYlrilhle optimism and aullled. Gowiedp of 
every ru.b:je<:t UDder the iWl never failed 10 amute me.. 

La his pl&cecame !be Il10&1 trustworthy of all my taVIlIlI, a Ku.nfub 
lJ,d by !be lllme of Hamid. Hard aru1 wiry. be thouJ:bt lIothiDt of the: 
longest IIId most dall#JOIIS of mOWltaiD-climbs or other upediliou. 
He wu a Rowandu boy aru1 ooe of quite good family; his kDowledp 
of loc:aI tribe$ wu profound and his advice on Kurdilh CUSIODlS ilI
valuable ; mol"CO\'er, be would have an$wered for my Wet)' a t any time 
with his OWD. life. 

t A ...... ute or ~! • ... 



C HAPTER XIV 

The Cave of Kospyspee 

T hOU'" I had made a p"limifW}l"""'" of lhe Berxrini Gorp: in 
!he late lutumn of 1928, in !he following )'tilt I still had. to Jpend 
muc.b time uaminin,!he ri_ valley up which !he line of OUT road 
...... to put; this meant living for "'ftU at a Ii"", in moving camPI' far 
beyond !he main headquarten ohhe road work. When out on such 
Ii\Irveyinll ~pedition, we usually camped ntar Kurdish villa,el 10 thlt 
we cauld ae! food and find men to aet II guides who not only knew 
all the tl'l<:Q and passes but could tell me wbo owned the water 
~nndJ andllelds which. wide road would bave to disturb. Needless 
to lIy. 111: planocd!he road to interfere II ~nle .. poaiblc with c:zist. 
;", cultivation, and !he Kurds al"'ll)'lappreciated this comickration 
of their ancient riBhts. for anoble land is "",roe ;" racky Kurdistln. 

In the eveniop: I would oflen BOUip with the head.man of tbe villa. 
near which my camp happened to be- Thus. one ....,Din&. I _ to be 
littin, whh my friend N;iz ABba, chief 0( the villap of 8enc:rini, Ind 
we dBllk tea and smoked ciprtites of peac:e and contenlment in the 
fading rwilipt. Prom my camp we could l1il1 jUll see hiJ viJlap a(:rGn 
tho liv<" Benerin; has an Italian lOund about it, and the low thatched 
housel amidst tbc gardens on the rocky bank over the brid., looked 
pictur=que enouJtl! for the Ibores of the Mediterranean instead of this 
deep, ruutd vaIJey hemmed in with towmn, mountains ... here wintet 
I lOmU I!rib: 10 6ercdy. TM brid&e of "gin, lree-trwW on hia:h p;en 
Dlia;bl, by the pace of AlJah, carry ODe _ even one donkey
It I tilDe! Lucr on, wbo:n I found lbat the position of this bridp made 
it UlCfuI to Ii .... _ to the road trom nciBhbollrina districu I futed 
il up properly. tor the masonry pim, built probably hundnds of~ 
1,0, wa'1! ,till fairly sound. and the bric1F needed ooly I f~ lleel 
joilu aDd new dcekin, to m.h it ICrviceable for the mule Clrlv'nI. 

Part ot the village had been de.$lroyN by the Russians durin,lhe 
war I nd ..... not yet rebuilt. Axiz Aaha boasled that he was I neh man 
W ore the Russians came but said he WllIIOW poor. Tbere were eel· 
taillly. of his prescot poverty, for in the .. hole valJey tbere 1I/a'e 

ollly lW<I ficllb of com bcina cultivated by his people. ADz A&ha bad • 
leisurely .... y of bcina indUltriolll.. H~ hoped lOme day 10 rebu.ild.u 

, ~ 
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the faIleD. hOlJSQ-ell WI of them-or perhaps his IOn Of hls pndsoa 
miJhI, wbo knowl! Nevertheless be aneMIIJ.rds came with hls vill.agen 
and took a very active part ill the road_work. I . Iwa),! found thallhe 
Kllrds collid work well if Ihey chose. 

Aziz Agba said he,.,.... &rateful to me for the road-work I was doini 
in hi' country and even went so far as to say ihalihc Kurd! liked lhe 
8 ritiah people bcan* they built thinp aDd sbowed kindness ; whtrelS 
tbe Turk and the Russiart destroyed and robbed and nI¥ish.... I 
1auaJ>cd .1 this aDd told him he was jun tryillJ to please me with his 
ftattery, but he Lmlrcd me thai for a pUt part of his lil"e be and his 
tribe h.d been obliJCd to live as fUJili_ in the mountai",. TDday 
Ihere wal nO fear of molestalion and be cullivated bis two corn6e1dl 
and his vineyards in leCurily. In palt time$ lhe word 'gQvernmenl', 1.1 
Ihe TIIr!::. understood ii, mean! soldiers w.iting 10 auack him Iud· 
denly, 10 pillage and 10 bum; today my harmless pq:s of cooIics busy 
maJci ... tlw: old rocky tncJcs inlO IfSdaI roads pve hi\lO no eause for 
suspicion or a1arm. 

With this hopeful openillj and il& c:omplimenl& I asJccd ~ A&ha 
• question I had lon, hid in m y mind. I had heard of If"CIt cava io 
the mountain. Itereaboutl, caves runnin, so f.r into Ihe bowels of Ibe 
earth Ihat nO man had been to thecndofthcm-did be know of t"""'? 

Now caves ..... used 1.1 hiding_places in limeJ of Irouble and live 
prOlCC:tiOIl from lhe bombs of uroplanes. The trihcsll\eU will not dis
close thtir wl\aubouU .ery willingly, but on thil oo::asion ~ Aiba 
lhowcd no hesitation. He said be WOI>Id take toe into ihc pUt ... ve 
of Kospyipee, which he explained lay quite near the line of the road. 

Nexlmornillj '" ICt OUI to en.mine it. The ... veentranc:e lay in the 
face of a great rock·wal~ geolo,icaUy a rlult, which descellds the side 
of the valley from I hiab ridge, till i\ disappears under tbe (Olmini 
river. The wal! all bUI cloied the valle)' 10 caravans, and the old ttaclc 
hid 10 ClOSS il in a narrow winding $tai~ overhung by a ponderous 
'ahaJch' or projectina cliIf wbioch, wilen the road-bead caTM 10 far, 
took III a month of bWlinj to remove., fOl" tiD less tha.n rix tboll$lDd 
IOf\I of rocJc had 10 be displiced to obtain a aradienl $uilablo for 
=~~ 

Axiz Agitated the w.y up a steep footpalh above ~ o:uavao track 
till we reached the mouth of the C.!Ive. H e wal followed by o~e of hil 
men, aod with me was a Persian coolie and \~ Assyrian o_r, 
Scllyamin Ynnin. The old AgILa carried his rifle &nd a cia .. r, II tbcn 
WU eve:ry chance of 1Ui:h a place beiaa inhabited by woI_ or bean 
or tvm by a kopard.. 

The cave bepn II a low t ..... nel alona: which ~ had tocn.wl.lobov
ina the lanlern before Ill. Suddenly il wideaed and we fO<ll1d ourselves 
in lhe cave proper. II hid a &real vaulted roof from which the blu 
dcSOOlldod in lWlrm$ and !lashed pall OUr heads menacinaly with 
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rwift dioe. ... if they I'e$CIlled our intrusion ;"10 their dark I&nc:tuary. 
Wbe:n we ,poke our voices echoed ,tranidY. We sa .. before us • 
afuUnma .. hite dome, whicb pnlwd 10 be I mound of boDes, pos$ibly 
bUllU1l ones, bedded;" a mLl&mite. By the dim lighl of the Llnleml 
we could ICe a pas.<OJe &had ",ilh aJcooe. and secoadlry tunnels 
leadin, to either ,ide; we waIbd forwud to e:oplore the mlin passa,e 
and found that the floor JrlduaIIy b«:ame deep in sticky mud. Thi, 
did not deter us from JOinl forward, indeed a .tran .. fascination 
seeme<! to lure uS On and. on. After tllm;n, seven! comen the mud 
_ aLmc>st up 10 our I::n .... and we could no lon,er fcdsolid nlc:i; under 
oW fect; theo only did we realize thl.t we "",re cau,bt in a kind 0{ 
quaa:mire ",hich might J>I'OW to be bottomless! 

ibc air had become warm and fetid-or _ .1 the heat of a 
quieteninl PI!be that made me brule ;oto a cold ro.ut 1 A few yards 
in front 01 III a rocl< plate""" or dais rOle out of the mild. We were 
wonderial .... hether we could rcacb it .. ben the lantenl I held, wbich 
bad Ilready dickered """" or twioe, lliddellly weill aut completely. 
Wu!hi. some sorcery, and wen: we doomed to perish bere ... Others 
bad done 7 We remembered the mound of bones which we bad passed. 
The ICCOI>d lantern Qrried by the c:oolie at the feU of tbe party P\I(I 
a final dyillJ ftare and there ..... , complete dul::ncsll We 110001 knee
deep in a mire thai had a horrid ,tendl, doubtless of bat..iullJ of 
whid> it seemed mainly composed, aDd we felt -...: wen: ,inltin, deeper 
as -...: $load. We mlUt keep movinJ. Yee now we could not lee .. here 
we were 10 10. 

Tbm: an IOCDeS in one', life whid> "'\1(1 so vivid an impression otI 

the imqillJ.tiOfl that tbey can oevet be fOflOlten. By the Ian &team of 
the IIOCOnd lantern I had looked. round fO'!. way of escape from the 
l ubt.rnr>ean mO'!us. I bad _n tbe ,".led old tribe!lmao ju,t behind 
me holdin. hi. Jong Turkish rifte I t Ibe ready, for they fear n.ilb ... 
mI.D nor bcQt, ,hootinli with equal readiness al either. He, Uke me, 
.. as held in !be mire. Behind him I hid caught • glimpse of the pe.JIid 
,tartJed fllCCl or the followm.. Why wc"' the Ii&ht:s JOinl 0111 of Ibeir 
OWl! .a:ord7 TIte true e:oplanatlo:n It once !OS/! 10 lIlY miDd-that the 
air 111l1li be 100 .impun: .1 would DIM support comllustion--tout to these 
IIIIpcntitiOUS and simple people it couId be nothin. but the wort of. 
'j in' or t.tod 01 the mountainl.. So in I loud vo;.,. and with composure 
thai llitll< relt I !lied to tcISIure them, tcllina them that !be", _ no 
clanlC/"; I ordered them to 51rike matchet Ind relreat while Ibe match
head.! flared. I asJ<ed the old Agha hi, wh=abouts and WIDowed. 
throll,b the mud toward, his voice Ind grasped his und in the 
dui::neu.. 

In tr\lth there was much danJef. E\I(In if ... e JOt out of the mud 
_Id we foUow the ml.Dy tuminp ar\&bt, for we bad come llonJ .... y 
from the mlmlOe1 Since thelanteru had..,... out I knew there must 
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also be a risk of asphyxiation; and might nOI the air, so foul from the 
rollIng ba.1-<iung, conceivably be e~plosive owing to marsh-gas, and 
ignite from the Baring malch·beads like Ihe deadly fi«...damp of coal 
mines? 

A2;iz Agba was alarmlld, though with Kurdish prIde he tried not to 
show his agitalion. He told me nO one had ever come in so far and 
returned, and he himself ~embered On. man all=1 wbn had ven_ 
lured alnne within this cave and was never heard of again. To rude his 
feelings and ma~e an excuse for not going farther be said there WQ 

no end to the cave anyway, everyonel::oew it went on for eved So we 
llruggled Ihrongh tbe mire to lhe rough wall of the -passage where the 
mud was shallower, and feeling our way along it, helped by tbe 
periodicallla", of Ihe matches, we 81 last regained th. drier ground. 
There was. faint sbout of joy from the darkness far ahead where my 
coolie bad sponed the dim light of the entrance round a turning. 11 is 
wffic:ult to give any ad«luale idea of our feelings as we crawled back 
10 tbe fresh air and the blinding light of day. 

In the course of Ihe actual road'making I had to kecp in store la rge 
quantilies of explosives and Ibe most snitable places for !hi. pnrpose 
were caves. As the cave of Kospyspee wa. near tbe road_line it wllS 
ideal, and I ordered Ibe enlrMce to be enlarged so that men could 
enler Sianwng, in order to pack the boxes of gelignite. Tbe wider 
openingcleared the bad air in the COur .. of a few weeks and a lantern 
would bum brightly at least II far as the edge of the mud within. 
When I told my friend and fellow adventurer, Captain AlfYork of the 
Levies, about our previous experience he was at once all keenness to 
explore the place thoroughly with a larger party. 

We decided to ta~e with us the 'Rab T",ma' Yaeu Ismai~ the cbier 
Assyrian officer of the levi"!, who was equany eager to explore the 
cave. On hunting expedition. and officialloUt$ together he bad told IU 
many weird stories of caves in the Hakbari mountains---his old 
Assyrian homeland in Turkey from wruch his race had migUled duriDa 
the war. It was to the caves that the Christian Assyrians retreated 
before the invading Turks and defended themselves with desperate 
bravery. They took wilh lhem stores of food and water and l uch 
powder and lead bullets as they possessed, and they sbol from (be 
ledges with their old muzzJe..loading rilles, lhe men holdiD.g the en
trance wbile the women reloaded the firearms within the cave mouth. 
The gunpoWder, which Ibe Assyrians made themselves, WQ said to be 
as good as thaI used in the TurlOsh Mauser rifles. It bad to comply 
witb severe tests, one of lb. most curiow of wbich was Wt when it 
was iii on the pabn of the hand it must bum so suddenly that the skin 
was not ev.n blist.red........, carefully were tbe ingred.lenlS purified and 
mixed to explode completely and leave no ash. Th. 'Rab Trema' 
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remembered the CIO_ of the Hlkkiari mountains from the days of his 
youth. His eyu bri&h!a>ed as be told of the t-nb of his uibe, the 
Upper liyu;, fought and WOll in spite of the inequality of Ilrear/1Ll. 
He recounted how they would attack from the hei&btl of lhe hin· 
puses Iller tbey were bclieYed to be tcatlered and vanqui.bed, iUId 
how, like lhe cunniDI hillm~n tbey were, they woulc1lie in Imbll5h in 
the I.lIlmappcd valleys and capture military 1I0res and tran5porl from 
the nften btwildercd enemy. 

As we jopcd Ilona 011 mules on the journey from BatWion Head
quarten at Diana to the e.:Ive in the Bene,;"i Gorge he . poke also of 
tl\e hardshipa!he A$$yriao people had endured io pushing their way 
through Ihe heart of KurdillM 10 join lhe Russian forees which in 
1915 "",re attemplinl to wrest Mesopollmia from the Turb. When 
they mel the Russians at Urmia tbey wen liven modem riflet aod 
adequate ammunition; but, Ia.\cr, when Russia bel:ame BPhhcvik and 
her army retreated, the A.syrians were left to their file. They held 
tbtir own II long as their ammunilion lasted and lau!lChed minyan 
Ilt&cIr: on the enemies who surrounded lhem. 

'1ben', aid the Msyrian, 'bopn the trqic march 10 join the 
British fortle.l II Hamadan, nearly Ihree: hUD(lred mil .. 10 Iho lOuth. 
Thousandi of men, womeo aod children died by the wayside from 
bWIF and disease ud the bulIeu of Ihe cnaoy.' 
Thc~ they mlrcbed through Ihe Persian passes to Khaniqin and 

were establisbed ill 1&rU1 rd"ugee <;lmp at Baqubo.. But thit isquile 
another IIOfy that has no bwin& on the ca~ of Kospyspee. 

We ra.cbed the cave-moulh, which was now masked by 10 cm:lo. 
inl 1I0ne WI U behind which Iwo lonl of ae1ignile were 1I0red. A 
Kurdish _try ltoad l'W"'i o""r these IIlplosi...........ror local uibclmen 
wa"O latterly used 10 proItd aU my 'lOra and even my own camps
and the man saluted aswc passed inlO the cave. AmlPitmcoQ for this 
uploration ~ better planaed and moce sQc:nti5c than on my p~ 
violll "';';1. AD eltc:tric: ';pIIl lamp .... 10 1eM: as Ihe main Ii",t, and 
w& each carried an dectric lorch and a pi5101. Moreover, lhe parly was 
.ufficiently lar,. tn e<>able \II to place men II inle.....w alOfII the 
pasJ&&el to ~ow UI the way back 10 the entm>ce if Deed be, or to 
cafl)" mall OUllbouJd IK rua:wnh io some unventilated comer. To 
avni(! such. danpr we can:ied one lantern with UlIO test the air .. 
...., wenl forwani. 

Before ..., left Baltalion HeadqUlften, Colonel MacDonald had 
given \II much information lbout lhe questino of human endUBDce 
in bt.d air. AI a priIOner in Gmtwty towardJ the cod of the war be 
had Ihared in the conltruction of a tetre"I runod Ieadin& from wilhin 
Ihe prison camp 10 beyond the barbed-wire enclosure for the purpose 
of e$CIpe. The Colonel &SlIIrcd \II thai men could live for a time io air 
too ;mpun: 10 keep alantem alight, lboua:b be said;t was then found ". 
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The Caw of Kospyspee 
to ~ dimcult IQ wort willi any great =tOOD. Actina Dn this USur
fJlce we weft prepaOO 10 uptore the caYe .. fu at Ieut II the 
»IQOnce of \ll;1.!; iodic:aw:l sufficient oxYFB 10 iUpport ~fe. 

Wf; preued fOtWlrd 10 !be td~ of" the m-$mtlIin, mire IDd <lit
coVU'ed that with the waflQer -..tbu and tbe frett ventilation it bad 
partially dried, 10 tbat Wf; ..,.., able to wadf; throup it with much 1= 
danaer tllan berem. W~ clinIbed rorward to !be dais. Myriads ofbau 
whirled madly overhead. From the platform ramificationi ofpaJSlF" 
led off jllSt II (rDm behind Ihf; stage ora theatre. In an aloo.., ~ dit
covered a scoond mass o( calcified bollCl which we w~re able 10 lift 
out, and they Wt/l! event~lIy sent 10 Ba,bdad to be examined by 
anthropolo,ins wbo were alway, gI~d of Incb mllerial. 

Eaa:erly we en tered whal seemed to be the deepest tntssaa:e runnin, 
di_tly into the beart of \he mountain, It end«l flnaUy in a lunnel 
_~Iy iaraceoOU&h for amao', body. We ftasbed ourtordlel down 
the narrow openioa:, bul OOIlId see llOond to it The '~b Treml', wbo 
..... the ImI.llen man of OIU party, volunteeml to era .... 1 &lon, it-for 
AsIyrians IUC plucky """,u,,, for anythinc-nd be IlUttd off, 'IIIOr1D
in, his way, pistolin 0"'" Iw>d, IOrch in the otbtt. III a few minutes his 
YOice came 10 ... from lOme distance saying ibue ...... a Iarp:r cham-
her beyond. I .... SO intriaued by this thai I too htp.n 10 IqDeCZe 
myself down the ~lIle tunnel. I am tall bmt fairly Ilim aad lIloua:h lhe 
passap ...... tipt " DIy hips il was doom-hill 10 beJin with UK! SO 
prqented lea diffieulty !hili jf it had heeD level. Afler wri&&!ina about 
twel.., (eet or more and cn.wling a ~ltl. rarther 011 balldllnd knees, 
I came OUI into almall room that might have been the inner chamber 
in I mOnlSte:r}I of ID ancient ord.r of priests, 10 ..... lly were tb • • ides 
CUI illlO Ibel~1 and beoc.hes of solid rock. Neither hurnan nOr 
&!I,mal remains were ,,"ible, though. wh ll may haw. rlin beneath the 
earthy floor we could Dot kll. 

We could bear the illquiriDg voice ofCaptaiu York, who was ratber 
alarmed at OUr complete disappearance inln Ibe I,villi rocl:, and 
already our eIeo;tric torche$ ..-ere heginnlna 10 &fOW dim ",jib oomtant 
ute, 10 after aU 100 bOd a _rclo of thi, illtemtinl pJ...:e IltCIvised lho 
Assyria .. to mum. To thi$ day it is lCIltdy probable WIIDY other 
bllmlD bei ..... hi", penetn;ted 10 far inlO the cave of JC.oI;pyspee. aDd. 
Ax:b rem.alnlll tbeno IIIlIIY be still lie there WKlisUltbed, ror our visit 
...... DOIlq)QIed. Tbcre Play also lu"", b=I _ral olber opcniop of 
the .. me kiDd. for all .... lr:no:w, for both my visil.!; 10 lhis caYe IHID'XI 
beset willl troubles o r 0llC tort ... anothct which interfeml with !hi: 
matin, of a proper Iean:h. My most &larrnina upcrie-Dce of an WIt 
OOW aboul 10 OCCUr . 

The 'Rib Trer:na' cnowled bad: abQd of me and I could see lhat he 
.... , b1vina: IOIUC difficulty ill getting up !b.rough the n&rl"QWC3t place. 
I gave lUm a Ihove and be managed it. When it camo 10 my turn my 
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Tht Calle' of Kospyspet 
lh<>uIdcrs went throuab the . limy constriction without much difficulty 
but not 10 my hips; Ihey Sluck fast, I.Ild wriuIe .. I wo~ld I could nOl 
make f\lflbtr headway. There was .. fceq orablolute helplwllCSt u 
I squewd alld stJaiDed in WI llalTOW n.I..tloIe. 'T'be earth 5Cemed to 
tipten about mG. My lilUl.tion brougbl to my mind Ihe l tories of 
Edgar Allan Poe, a writer WhOR ppbic ~ I bad alwa)'ll admired 
tillWt moment wilen I wi.bed hil gruesome I&les of men buried alive 
had. never been wriu<:o, I tbou&bt, 100, of the ~Il 1000u~ in 
wbic.b a IIWI iJ buried up 10 hi. ned; in In upricht pOSition and left 
with only hlI bead above ground until the rues, the do" ~nd the . nts 
devour him. All tbi. while I was wriggling desperately, fn front of me 
1.1 the mouth of the IllIlIlel were my friends, and T &hO<Itcd 10 lhem 
thaI I .... ulll.ble to move .... y ranbet. Captain Yort, alwa)'ll .... 
imperturbable w&J;, comforted me by replying, 'Cheer up, HI.Ill, 
R=bet that the copy-book .. y. Mit', .. lOll, worm th.1 Ilas no 
luminal" , 

The A5Jyri.aD crawled bacl:: 10 help me Ind pulled my arml while: 
the resl 01 the patty drap II hiI feet. In thiI way I ...... rugcd O\It 
like I pu.lI-throu.p from .. rifte.barrd. With no li!tle re1i<:C I l tood ~p 
once _pin beside my friendl. 

AIf, carefully holdiq his nOiSe with hiJ ftqns, surve~ me with 
IUs lOrdi, 

'Old boy: he aaid, 'don'l you ever wash or do you ptifu to smell 
like thUT 

Only then did I realize that in my Jlruga:les in lhe dirly passage my 
clothes bad become literally laturated with bl.1-<lun&, ripe and scented 
with the Ips. Phew, bo.II I cmelll i hadcertainly had. eooup o(aI_ 
hunlilll in those <:Iou-. 10 I J.ed the W1Iy t-cI:: to the entrance. 

AI we mounted our mules AIr was at hi. KK.alled wil .pin. 
'Keep down wind, old chap, if you don't mind,' he Aid. 'Now I 

know your tastes in perfumery I'll indent on HeadQuarters for ImdJiua 
saito and I au muk ill _ ft JO aI,.,.buntiua aDOlber time!' 

In lpite 0( Alf'1 impo~te bl.din.qe I returned 10 camp wdI pleued 
with our holiday, ebeerfully .... ticipating the delichll of tbe hot bath 
lb., .... aited me. 

I" 
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CHAPTER XV 

The Treasure-Vault of the Ancient Kings 

It wlS Sayed Heu5ni Elfendi, the Kurdish histori.n, who fint told 
me about. cave even JlUler tban K Olpyspee, the great cave of ~ 
Baradost moUlltain. He had lIot see.n it himsdf, be said, but had rcad 
about it in his ancient Kurdish booklwh\ch told 0110 many inte:re.ttina 
thin&S little leu wonduflll than the ltories of the .4.,ab/Dn. Niglo" 
themsel--..ofthe fll.lllOu, Kor Puba, blind ruler ofRowBllduz, w bo 
created. K urdish Commonwealth; of the Princess lad wbose don:ti.o· 
ionJ stretched from Peni. to the plUM of Arbil and wbole paI __ 
the cutJe I had _n, its .",;.". stillitaodin& o:n ~ rocky eminence ia 
the Marir mou.nta.inl; _ of the grat Ko;m1 Solodin who repelled the 
CrIlPden. Sayed HeIl$IU win =<1 you 1DI.Dy. story IS you sit witb 
bim sippin, coffee ;n his Persian garden uruIer tho pomeannale a nd 
mulberry trw. 

At 000 cdF of the .. !den there falU .... y the sheer pm:ip;oe !bat 
boullds the roo;ky citadel of Rowanduz and rendcn il wdl-Digb u... 
pnpable. Far below c:atI be heard the dun rov or the river in the 
aorge; .nd there is .. 1101)' that, wben the RU$Siant oocupiod. Rowan· 
duz., a $qu.d,oll of their ca .... lry charged unwittingly over tbe brinll: al 
this very .poI. 

Sayed Hellllli is not merely an historian, "" i, abo the IoealjounW
ill and. MW$pIlper proprietor. lbece is .. brua notice Oa his door which 
reads, Ztlrf KtTmhnj/ (1'/W Cry tifrk KurdWl) wbic.b il tho lWlle of his 
paper. The editor writes hi. fiery leaden on the decline or the Kurdish 
people. Hiltype is set by band. From the oall: of the mouatain-side be 
CUll $Dlll.l bloch of wood. H. planes Ihem unooth and tnIe a.nd upoa 
them be etches tho illU$U1.l.ions for his I*per. He iab his plalcs, tWllS 
the primitive prio.lin& pt"CU, then sets and. bindl his sbeets together to 
form the mOllthly magazine. A copy a:oes to the Hip Comminiooer 
and another to Ibe lape of Nati01l1 .1 Geneva . TM Cry oj 1M 
KoudiJII i. called • 'monthly' magazine, bul often enough the Uttlc 
paper is .uppressed 00 aa;ount of its Kurdish .. aliments "bkb IU"O 
lOOt al .... )'J appro>-ed nI by lbe Go>'emmcnl at Ba. Moo!. 

Sayed HCUIIli, in his picturesque Kurdish clothcJ with the pen 
waist-band whicb denotes mill a descendanl of tbe Prophet, iJ nOl, 

I" 



The Trea3Uft-Vul.Ilt of the Ancient Kings 

however, the .ubjcd. or Ibis tale. He told me all he knew of lhe 
legends of lbe eaves Ihereabouts ud .pol e of Ibe eave al ] indian 
(the Wizard', Spring) where the WIllers for .,..r rise and f.1I II 
irregular inlervals, which I had It;ClI myself wben I was • Jl>C$I 0( 
SheikJI SlIyed Taha. He .. id thai wben il is dry in the ounu:ner lhe 
Ii$SUrQ from which Ibn .prjn! iulla tan be Invmcd for miles 
underground. 

As to lbe BaTadost cave, the mOlt famous of them all, s.yed 
HeUSDi .. id wtlhe ~I of its whereabouts WLI c1~y guarded by 
the tribesmen, i,indeed Iny ... -ere I~--= today who knew euctly .. 1Imo 
it was.. In il 'ftre Rid to be Itreams of water, IUllues Ind bas-relicfl or 
ancient kill&' and !"\lien <:lit in lhe livinJ rod", and lhe tomt.. of 
priC!5\.1 of I religiow <:lilt forgollen these thousand. of years in Kurdis
Ian. Yet only Ishon time 110'0 Armenisn had o:ome I«king to kllOw 
whether Sayed Heumi coWd tell hlm the way 10 the ClIve. The IlIIIn 
was I S\nfIFr and the hlslorian had plbercd thai be pouessed lOme 
book that told of buried _,eu. AlIO wbat these wen: the Armeniln 
would say nothing. Whether or not be .,..r found lhe ClIve Sayed 
Heu.sni did nOI Imow, for the mysteTioll.l stranger bad Oever returned 
10 Rowaod~ 

With this infonnatiou I went off 10 my companions 0( the: Uvics at 
Diana. 10 the IDU! thatched buildiop thai setved u the BatWioo! 
_ I told Capt.oi1l AlfYork my tale while the An.b tervanl, Khalif, 
stood by p ping •• he beld I tray of drink .. mOre attentive to the story 
than to his duties. 

The AU)'Jiao officer, Ya.cu.!smail, ..., &enl for. He mivtd with I 
.mart salute and hls usual polite pbrue 10 his officer, 'You called for 
me,sir!' 

'Well, Rob Trellll, whll do you know aboutlbe areal Cue of the 
Barado&tl"' 

AI oacc the: As$yrian ..., all interest. 
' I blow 01" it, lit: he said eagerly. 'You muu.!DUn the ca"" over 

lbe high pus from the: villaae of Havdian.' 
So 1 told my talc oucc ap.iD., Ind YICU lImail'l eyes llashed with 

tbe hope of Dew advenlure Ind the pride of race. 
'You haVi: hurd I ~ttle of whal il llid to be withiu the Baradosl 

ca--=, lir, bul a-idc.ntly you have Dot bu.rd of the mill that pindI fluur 
for C'o'eJ and -. stope, yet with IKII'DID or .. oman 10 feed it; YOD 
ba--= DOl beard of the me than burnt eteroally, Dor otthe ~t .... u1t 
that bolds the tr=uun of the lucient kUip of Assyria, looted froo> 
CncmiCi when ours WLI the mightiest ution 00 earth-thousauds of 
years lao, wben men in Ellrope and in £naland were _ sav:ages in ... ,-

'I am I desce""anl of 1ba5e IDCieDI kinp! The reauwtt of our 
nation thlt JUnivtd the war is DOW WIInderinl horoeJw in Iraq. Some 

,~ 



The Treasure-Vault oj the Anciellt Kings 
of UJ serve you u British soJolien;. Yet 0I"l00 an thetc W>d.I were oun, 
u tho c:aninp II Balas, a l Aawliyab and Nineveh IlIl1st pr<M: to YOII. 
The ""-pc 0( t~ beads ira those carvinas is AJsyriaa, U )'OU musl 
adlllit; not like Iblt of Kurdilb Or Arab headL By OW tradiliOll the 
treasu .... burird within tho Buadosl Cl.Ye 0fICe .doraed tbe temples of 
• J>Oi&hbourint t_ only a ruin. "The name of Ibil lown IIICallIi 
"tbe city 0( cruel ~", for illY aDCc$ton wm: .. ",," Babt"". 
When the town ....... ill danger of conquest tM muun: ....... hidden 
away. II illtil! DUn by ri&hl and I am lhe ODC entitled to seelr: it and 
10 lise il for OI>f ancient nation which is in danger of extiDCtion and SO 
IOrely needJ help today.' 

'I heard • l\rIln~ tale recently; he conlinued, 'from my colliin at 
Havdian. that an Armenian came and hought. donkey in the village 
and liked aboUI Ihis caYe; and that he had with him lOme old book . 
mOllldy and discoloured, written ira the Armenian lanall1ge. Arml:Jlian 
writifli is from len to righl ~kc your En&lilh. not from nabt to left 
likc Auyriao; and Kurdilh. i n Havdian nO One could rud tbe writill&. 
bill OJ! lOme of !be plFI wen: piaures of priests wonhippi", II allan 
of&re; and dnwinas lhat flligbl haYe been plans of r(H)mJ or uDder_ 
&:rollnd eballlbcn. Theae lhiOSl my cousin saw ira the book "hell be 
rtnopped tbc s-cI: 011 1M donkey, while tbc Armeniao Ite fOld in the 
ebaikhanah. The ItnD&er left by the \tICk that leads up lIVer !be blsh 
pUS 011 Ibo HI.-dian DaJIt 011 !be way to !be ..:J1ey of Ibe wild tribQ. 
lhe SlIrchi and. the Baru.n. 10 the SOllth side of the &radOlt mountain. 
The Armenian has De....,.. corne back. The tribesmen ..... y have Ie
COIInled fot him. or tbe cave perhaps IWallOwe<l him uP. but my 
cousin lara that he bal disappeared com.plctely.' 

·Wen. Ibll Idd, I lot of interest,' said Captain York. 'Let ul pack 
food and kit for a week..."d of explOrlllion. We mOllt uke ropes tnd 
portable electric lamps and exlmine thi.I mysteriouJ ~ve thoroughly, 
if .. ., can lind it. And don'l forgel some beer packed in ioe. K.hrJif , 
and be lure of In extn mule to carry the treasure: be added jocularly, 
lumina apin to tbc Arab JerVIIlI. (The ice. by Ibo ..... y. is Inow • 
• tored by the Kurda in caves on the mOl>ou.in-\09I in winter, and 
brouahl down in the 1UIJlIDeI".) 

AUgIIil is oae 01 the bout:it months in Kurdlstan, and in tbat 
CO\lIltry 1DUIl$' kmpHIlure of 110 degrees in lht Ioback. The my 
IIII.rTOW 0( OM" bones _ to dry liP. ,."d !heR are DO .prillP of 
.... Iet 011 !be lI"'p irick that winds up (rom HlvdiaD throuaJI a 
IWI"OW aorge, hot aDd IIill &.I an oven. As .... p;cbd our way warily 
up ..... of thO$C narrow ledges whieh ill KllrdiltlO JIlJ.y be called a 
lOfld, \lie WItched the 'bimmering tops of the ravine carcfWly (or Illy 
wuain, of trihtl huntsmen Or Ibepherol wbo rniaht be hostile, for 
there bad been I ,..hi.pet o( IrDIIb!e heru.boull Ind lome Assyrilnll 
bad recently been killed. Each of liS carried. riGe. IIId all were will 
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The TretlSllr~ VaUll of the Ancient Kings 
ICCllItOmed to watcb for cn.emies aad were quite IS ,00<1 lhots IS lite 
~II tbmud .... should we be attacked. 

IlIlCrIpiII& past. projec:tiJl& rock the box conWllin& ollr proviti.ons 
fell from the balPpmu]e', ~ and aasbcd over the pm:ipil;:e, 
hurtlia, clear tlu'ooJh the air far down to the tops of the fCfUh oak. 
\reel in Ihe bottom of Ibc: .... ville. AI, alwaY' ill 1M East il wlS .. oblldy', 
flulll The .. rvalllS blamed the muleteer and the muleteer blamed the 
serVaDlI. fortullately, the animal ilself had managed to keep iu 
balanee 011 the lIarrow Il'ICk and al£o we had enough food lett to feed 
the pI'I}' l paringly for one day at least. AU who ~ve .nd wo.k in lite 
Kurdish mounwlU have to learu 10 stand privations onen cnoulh. 
Bul, ala$, the beer...as IOnel 

'Perhaps the JPirjts of the mountaias don't awrove our journey,' 
said the lUpenlitioul Assyrian, 

'More ~kely !hey are after our beef,' growled Captain York. 
'Speaking of drinks, wbat .... ...., lOinl to do for water r 

'We have. Io",journey ahead of III before we come to tbe waterin. 
plate,' was the reply_nd to it proved to be. The Rab Treml 5I:t off 
at a brilk pace up the traCk, and at last we reached the p ddle of the 
main dividing ridge at a beight of 4,500 feel. Abead of ul in the far 
diltanoe were mOre mountaiftJ, with here and !hue !.ittle wk Ipccl<S 
UPOIl them whlc.b were tribal villages. Some thousands or feet below 
us lay • long Jtrai&:ht valley COIltaini.n& the moetinl-place of the 
RowaDd~ River and the Zab. Tbe IfaCk we had followed C'ridently 
led 00- 10 the Rotrand~ at>d croaed il where tho banb dosed aad. 
almosl met aiKM: the tormU. So rlf off ""'IS it we could ICIroely see 
the node native bridge buillof' tree trunks covered with brulhwood 
and mud and stones, by whieh meo and animab could cross. 

The RIb Trema said we must 1I0W leave 1M main traek and uocad 
the lOuthem face of the BaradOlt, whieh f()8C on our riahl. He bad 
brought from }hvdian all AKyriaD huntet nOled for hil hilJ-<:ratt IJId 
blowledae of the Cloves in various para of the mounwftJ; bUI even 
thi$ mID. could &i ..... UI 110 help u to which would be tbe OM spoken 
of' ln the ugend or which the ArmeIIian might Ita .... oWl£d. None: wu 
ell)' of-. We obeyed hlI aut com.mand. 10 follow, ror thi$lilolll 
aIId taciturn IDOWItain _"* DOW our cWde aDd leadct'. O\tr firsl 
reqmmeal wu water II!d be promised thai he could find ;1 ill ID>IlJ 
quotilies for US farther on. 

'I'M track aloII& wlUcb he kd. US ""'IS the wont I ltave ever liken 
animl .1I over, winding throuah rock.! and undergrowth on the fleep 
hiUside. EveotuaUy, howe ..... r, we came 10 a little gully in which was a 
IomIll eave nther lib: a weU. Somewbere out of sight ill the d.lrkncss 
below wu • spring. We climbed down an old I\t'e-lrunk put there 
to ........ u • Iaddcr and ill • &ide twmel. rouad enou&b cle&r cold 
.... ter 10 q.......:h our butoin. thirst, IIId 10 raise ill buckeu for the ,., 
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'I'M Treasure-Vault of tM AncteJlt Kings 
acimab whkb wen: to be len ~ in clw'g!o of the maletcer IilI ~ - . With water·boI:lks replenished, we pushed on rouDd the mouotaiD.. 
By nij:btfaU we had m;chcd the place OW" guidc WIS .... kinc. appar· 
ClItly 0Diy a widc-opco cave used for tbe shelter of anilllall; hut II tbe 
back we could see a narrow opcnin" black as ink Bcyood was total 
darkness! 

Alter a frupl meal of native bread we arranged guard duty and 
then lay and slept On the hard around.. In the dim light of early morn· 
ina we were awakened by the loud report of a rifle followed by •• traII., 
blood-eurdlin, cry, almost human, from the diRctiOll of the cave 
mouth. Our auidc had teoCII some objoet Illoving ill the faim moo ..... 
J.i&bt, and. bdieYin, it to be a ._Ieoptrd or a bear, either 01 wbk;b 
mi&btauaek WI, be had !ired II it to tripleD i\ olf. In the b&d light he 
had nidently IIlissed as dawn mule4 DO dead or woUDded ¢rCl1\U"C, 
neither DIln nOr beast. Yet it was iDlpoSlible to for.,1 that lhriek of 
anguilh WI Done could c::<pbin. 

Before we entered. the cave OIIe man was pos1C<l outside to report 
Our wberu\>OuU should we faU 10 retum, and wc passed Ihrough the 
alOOIU of the la'get Calle, lhe> waUs of which were deeply bW:kencd. 
applrentl)' by areat fires of IOJDC past tUnc. With • farewell to the 
arowinaliaht of day we erepI into the ollTO'll pISSI&'C beyond. AI fint 
the 1I00r feU steeply, and we lowered ourselves by meant of ropes 
whkb we atttochcd to projectin& rockl. AlI<:r PIC I l;n, about (wen\), 
yaIda our powerl"D1 electric ]jall! .. ,,""enly rewaled an im..m."", 
chamber, like lOme areat calhed.fal, with pilll.n evidcnlly 0( ltala,· 
mile formation, II Wac II those of Sl Paul'l. AI the fi r end then: 
seemed to be myriads of tubes \ib! orpn·pipes, but this n .tural 
temple WI$ "lco t as the grave save for the faio.t sOUDd of drippin, 
wlteIl C<lmiDi with resDo.ont echo from lOme deep, obscure "_n. 
We uplored more carefWly, movin, warily. The Clvern was so br,. 
that the party ,pread out, and with OW" torches e lsb in, bore IIId \ben 
~ t«mecI to move foIWlld like I procasioo of the loq.dead cult of 
bwonhippcrtll their pagan ri~ 00IIe DlOR.. 

T"herc was a ,bout front tile man on tile ripL He hid dito;o ... cd 
anotha" IfCII cavern bdow him.. W~ Q .... ly colleeted aDd our liahlS 
Bashed 011 I ,traO# _. Some I"""'IY.&"" feet bdow us ...... null 
of illlpoliDi IJIIIdcur hona with ltalactites ofbcautiful ud varieptcd 
C<llolln all d.rippiol with water. IO IIle lighl of our torches they blaz.cd 
like pmda.nta of fire. 00 the 800r benuth were pools of waler, limpid 
clear, il;ltcrilll round their cdgcl with 8uorclCCoi crystalJ of llitl of 
lime. And this crypt \10"15 full of nllapnilCli of Ih. strInJClII Wpel. 
They mipl OIICC hi"" been upright hUDIIII.tatucs, but DOw clitteoed 
with the wbile shena of CI')'lIallioe linw::stQllC. Whalever carven fiaura 
lben mipt have been in this weird place, llltun: and. the centunCll IIad 
~ J61 
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enerusted and petrified them beyond r=)J!lilion. Yet we felt thu hen! 
if anywhere mll'Sl be the place of hid<:Icn tnaJure and !.be tombs of -..... We P"" our attoDtiOll to disc:ovorina: waY' and meanl or .se-ndi~, 
to eu.rainc the pit more carefully. To ourastonishme~t and diAppoint. 
meot we nOW peroeivod that the tn.Jnk of a ,mall. tree with projoctin. 
Itumps of branches like rungs of a ladder, had been lowered agairul 
the wall. By its green condition a nd ICarred \)arl;: we reaU=, thaI it 
had been placed there and used very recently. 

'TIle Armenian!' said everyone in a breath. 'TIle Armenian hu 
fomtaOed us!' 

We were 100 Iatel ~Ie$f, we determined not to leave the 
place withOUI a tboroup _reb. TM 'ladder' by ilKlf ...... too lbon 
10 re.t:h the brink when! "'" flood, SO .... tied a tope firmly round a 
COnvenienl pillat and llid one by OtIC down ;"to the vaulL 

The natural beauty of tbe lpot was of a ran: order. Here was a 
fairyland within .. mountain. Strallp objeets lay around., .... ry ooe 
encrusted thickly aDd stuck to lhe floor with growlllgliOlelione. In tbe 
cochauunont of thi! Aladdin', ca_. all fca. left us. We sipped the cool 
walen of the crystal poolJ, alld bUDted about with the joy of children. 
The air was clean and pure from IOIDC hiddco souroe of ~ntilation. 
8uI "'" IlO\IId find 110 sign of llUSUJe nOl" see where it miaht ba~ 
lain. 

I was intent 011 probia, into every com<:r, and with the AQyrian 
Rib Trema as my helper, I P~ ~ltIe attention to the rest of the PIorty. 
Out industry was Ulength rewarded wben, in. PIort of !be caY!: nOI 
likely to ha...., anracted prevjOUlUU!IItiOll, we came luddcnly upon .n 
openini- II WU merely. bole. few inches Ie"," in tho IOlid floor, 
but wheo we shone our IOrcbCII throup it we saw 10 Our surpri$e • 
further bup ca.vern beneath. With great e:.citemenl we .uompled 10 
widen tlu: opening so that one: or us mipl be Iowemt on lhe rope, but· 
the rod: ..... too linn aDd an 0111 ... 11« could only have bocn foroed 
with crowban and ap1osi ..... This clwnber would bave 10 be left for 
• lalCr occasion and mOIl Rllll:tlntly we decided to rejoin tbe main 
party and search elscwbuc. To oW" Iwprise and alann we found thai 
nOne 01 our companions remained. in the vaull We WIlted rapidly to 
the pI_ of entry. "J"bem was \be nor! 1RC-1adder qllite inadequate in 
length by itsdt, hut the rope. Where was the rope? To OUr umr 
COII$Io:matiOll it had diAppe&R<i! Intent on our discovery we had not 
realized lhal the othe!"$ bad ,one, possibly in the belief that we had 
preceded them. "They were evidently far .way or perhapi they bad mol 
with lOme t'Iil rate in our .bsct>Ce. Our loudest .bouts broupt no 
n:s~ only mocl<io& echou of our own vom. In direst .ppn:lIen
aiOD .... debated whit mid"ortu ... could bave ao.nihilllcd our com
pan!.ons. w. made a deapnate _rdI bul fOUDd neither trace 01 thtm. 

'" 

I , , 
I 



The Treasure- Vault of 1M Ancient Kings 
nor any Wl,y of escape. We we~ entombed II.Dd 10$1. in tile bawds of ... ""'" We were startled by an .wful lJ(luDd (rom the main ea.., aboYll UI 
that made our hair rise on end. Then: WII • chokin, &WIle as 0( I 
dyinl min ..... tIich ..... u drowned by I rising shriek that curdled (he 
blood in our vein.! It ..... lI l urely tho Pm<: sound ...... 1uld heard. at the 
elve mouth In Ihe early dawn wilen ........... ere wakened by the .. ntry·, 
Ihot. but difl'eren! now. elated ..... itll a fiendish triumph thot seemed to 
betoken OUr doom. 

Suddenly I light llubcd out on UI (rom lbove and ill it could be 
seen the barrel 0(' ritk coYllrin, \ll, 

'Put)'Ollr Iw>ds up,' said a harsh, sinister voioe-b<lt not 10 dis
IJ1I. that I could noc 1'CCOIlI~ (with lOme relid) the accent of 
Captain York. who loved to keep dull care away with a daily joke or 
lOme 1011 or other; he chuckled huaely and lowered the rope 10 UI. 

The rest of Our ~ in that areal Qve: proved fruilless II far II 
the finding of tbe !rea.ure ..... as cQIICCrned. yet we were OVCnlwcd by the 
jp'lndeur and rOmance or the ,ubternlncan po.ntllcoo, 10 vut and 
mysterioUl, 10 enthroned in strange lea;end. In tile r ...... bOurs ... Hable 
we could sean:h no 1IIOre, aocl it was impossible \0 c:<pJorc any of tile 
other ca_ i .. the nci&bbllurhood """" ...... had to make the iIIDa 
journey ,*,k to beadquartcn that day to he in readi .... ,. for the 
routine work o f the m<>m>W. 

The: Bal'ldost ca .... and the IIrIn&e Armenian remain 10 this day a 
myslery to which the .ilent mouotaios hr.ve pven 00 answer. Wen: we 
really in the legendary cave--the Oreat Cave il5elf1 That the Armen
ian or another explorer had been there before US was quite certain; 
but ...... knew that he, too, WII ignOrint of the exact wbereabou ts of 
tile Clve:, and doubtless would bave _",hed all be knew of till he was 
.uccessful. On tile other hand, we had 110 knowledge of what WII in 
the _t book Or wh.t ..... 1M natlU1! orlbe prUe he had IOUiht 1\ 
.1Och mk. 

We bad (ailed, }~ had 1M A ClIlotJlian " .............. 1 Of WII he =
tombed alld dead in anoda or \be ·eaves, his body- bei"1 !lowly 
eDa'USled ira Iimestonel lf be bad Icft the dislria lbere _ ODe traeIt 
he W&bl ha"" taken other than thai through Haodin II.Dd Rowand .... 
-the track which led down 10 the ri_ . nd along the valley of lbe 
B&!u.o tribcl. The ultimate head of this vaUey mal up to • hip 
mountain nlage which fornll tbe fronticr of Turkey. Mlny week,' 
journey to the north lies the Blaclc Sea and tbe land of Armenil. Olf 
the valley of tile Sanan tribq are the ruins of the aDci .... 1 'city of c;rucl 
people'. and had we gone forward to make inquiries there it is pouible 
that we migbl haw: glea!lCd further information. BUI eVC1l had tben! 
been time ror this, the tribcspeople wm: unlikely to haw: oolunteered 
iDfornwioo to of6ciab such Q wa were, especially Q it mi&ht ha .. 
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brouabt them under IUJpicion. In JeDCral they would not attack a 
tJavdler and it was oor. they wbo bad been rosponsibk for the deaths 
of the At.syrian.I already mentioned u far as couJd be uoortaioed. 
Robber)' might OOOtIr, but IIIaI wu usually jll5t in the nature of a levy 
for tJanPI through their terrilOJ)'. Though they wen: to_times mlli
tanlapin'llhc Baghdad administJ1ltion, I had alwaya found lhem • 
,imple ud trustworthy people wben my work lool< me into their 
Iindi. 

Liter 011, several battlliOIll of the 1oea1 army of Iraq w<=re KDt to 
oceupy this BIrwI cou.nuy, but found it impossibLe to defeat tho 
cktermin<d. hillmen until tho R.A.F. was calkd on to brilll thctn to 
IIIblnissioa. SIleikh A.h.n:wl, tbtir leader, was dccpIy embittered by 
our interfermoo and p~ hi_If up 10 his old enemies, tho Turks., 
with ",hom be is today a pri50ner. It is bi&hly 10 his c:rcdit, however, 
tbat two British of6cen of I bomhil>1 aeroplaoe brO\Ipt down ill hi' 
tenilOly were treated with lcindneu &ad courtesy by (be Sbeil<h bim· 
self, just as was the ~ in Sulaimaniyah, Ind W<=1e aUowed to 110 free 
wben the curioll5 promise hid been sivtm that th .... partiwlar of&ers 
Jhould not be c:a1led upon 10 operate .pinSI /ti, tribesmen or his 
vilb," in the furore. 

0Dec part at least of the mystery of the cave was JaM bare by a pany 
of Ah" Foroo officers who, whe:a they beard the otory wt baa heft been 
oarraud, fell the lure of adVCllture and determined 10 e,-o;p1orc 1M 
lowest cavetQ WI I bad seeo throup the omalI openi:Da in the 110«. 
They toot too1s and explO<Sives and tbiI caven. was opcocd up and 
enaliocd. thorougb1y; bul it is IIOI.lurprisin,Wt llothiD, was found, 
for the elusive ArmeJli&n who bad COII>C so far to make hi, seatdI 
oouJd, after all, CQily have ohtained the wherewithal to open tbis 
chamber bl.d hi, book indicated it 10 be the trcuure "lUlt thll he WLi -. Some day perbap;J another Clve wiD be Ifuw .... red ",hich will be 
tOUDd to be the true cave, with the lRLIure yet within it, and the dis-
appearaDO!' of the Amx:ni.oJI may be 5OIvcd: hul the East is veritably 
allad of shadows which 110 IIIIlI uoder1taDds, IJ!d the trulh about the 
IottlU!dler IJ!d the Orat Cave of the Baradost may remaiD (or eva
a mysury. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

Ibex Hunting' 

T he old male ibex oftM K urdish highlands witb his knobbed borga 
curvin, over hi. lI"Cy.white back il perbaps the moot agile acim.a! in 
the world. He lives amOlll the towerio, ..... Us of rock that form the 
Illmost perpendkulIr fica of the Z&j:r0l LUOIU1taitJ. illloor:enibje 
ucept to me finest and rurest.footed ef men. 

II is impossible to catch a pimpse ef this noble aeature ezcepI in. 
tbo: matin, oeason in winter, .. hen mOW aDd ice upoa the roeb add 
patly to the danpra of climbing. AI all other timcI of the year the 
large white bucks go into hiding. no one leno," wMre, and only the 
lIllllI brown femal" and the younger males ate 10 be foUAd. But for. 
pcriDd of aboul teD da)'1 in Deeelnber 1M 'old men', with their map;· 
Iicea! Ipreld of borDI, retdti.n, b&ek almo$l 10 their tails IS they aWld 
~y 00 JUUd. will appear mysteriously and lead brge bm;b of 
females. 

Tbe mOlt wary aDd cUtlaina of creatures, they bear tho sliptelt o[ 
buman toUnds. AI the nl$tle of . .. rmeal behind a rod: or the 
atea.lthie.1 movement of. buntsman bundmll of yards away tbe old 
bull is off over the precipices wl>ete be know. crevice, for foothold 
aad secret tncla that no 1tlIlI, no snow-leopord or mountain. cat alII. 
follow, and only the.mat bo""rina eaglel alO_. 

With b.is eDomIOUS run:Lp muscb the ibex can jump t>«llly [eel 
almoIl vertically from.!edF to ledge, clawin, the lic:bcoI catlike with 
lib boovell$ be uccodtj or d$C he can plWLgC doWDwvds OQ to the 
narrow Icrnccs, takiD& the .hock ofrus fall on the banend and ___ 
times broken homl, turoing somersaults and raeiDJI 00 round tho f_ 
of the bluO" at ful! .peed. 

Once b. is alanoe4 it is bopeless to try to &hoot an old ibn. He 
moVdl like ligbto.irL, amoog the rocb and da.lha over the ne&ml 
clilf. If he ~ be hit by. tucky.hot be is over and. away DeVIIrtbc
Icsa, and even. if dyi", be will !"USb to SOllIe bopdesdy in", ..... riblo 
pI..::e buodnds effect below, fiaally to become I meal. for\be vullWCl 
or 10 be rwtpt 00" in I IIlOIIlIWn torrelIt. 

Hunting is IS d.ao.JeroUl tor \be bU1l1mWI. II for the IOjmll, a nd I 
I R.priDl<d b,.- __ or JobIL Murray lid. &lid Ulo c-Joill Mt>p:/M. 
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have Down mba! mouotaineers to .lip aDd fan to eternity from the 
high cUff •. 

Only in the ... rly mornina: am one pia chall« of Heina: or bilWIlI 
an old ilia. To do this one has 10 climb a ibouand feet or _ by 
ni&bt up ~ IIa.....,.. frost--glu:ed paths, warina: 1M soft _ven-soled 
AssyrilJl Ihoes whieh h.ve lhree great advantage.! over boots. They 
are sile>1l, give" good il"ip e~ctpl io mud and are such agony to the 
Europeln fOOl tb.at tbe wearer fO .... 11 aboul Ihe danae'" of the II.$Oent 
and the lharp rocks below. 

Instead ofsurtin& in the early momma one CIlD climb in \be after
noon and IpeDd lhe ru,lIl in tbe wllCT of III open CllYe---1)robilbly 
without blanhts or camp firo-...o.nd wait through the f_zina: boun 
until dawn. 

In lllY Coa$C one mUlt be in po$ition abo"" tile . nimal befon: day
break, ..;th rille siahtcd and ready, and remain imll>OV8.bie II the 
rocb ~ycs behiDd • cairn of lIOoes, hanlly darina: 10 move III 
eyelash. AI the ground f08 lifU a Cllreful search may perhaps revto.I 
some lor&t animal with his flock. Ifwithin range of. 80001 flank Ihot 
One eslimatell the dista_lways di!D;u11 in IlIO\Intainous country 
--and, mating d"", allowance, Ii=. "There ;" usually nO time to liter 
sigbu.. A ,ood shot may mean • kiU, but .. bad ahoc mtII1I thaI 
panicuW: I.Ilimal will clear off and DOl: be seen ap.in for the seuoD. 

With. carefully amngcod Ihootin8 party having an CXKllrnowlcd&t of 
lhe mountains it is sometimes poslihle for .several ritlcs, concealed II 
diffennl poinll, to ",I • chance of. till as lbe animLI passes thrCNih 
swca.sive de6les, bul vsually the QllllUn& old beuuI ";1] evade the 
most cuel'ull)' planned trip and limply vanis.h Im ..... t lhe rocks or 
inlO some CIInyon. They.secm 10 have III infallible in!linel '"' 10 where 
riflemen Irt placed. 

In Kurdisllll a Ihootin& pany is one of the mOlt oonvivial affain 
ima&iDlble, in spite of 1M fact thaI ;1 ;" usually COInpo.sed of the 
Stn.npl assortmeDl of peopk. 

O"ri\ll my fOllr yean in thaI oounuy whilt c:npa:ed on fDld oon
Itruction theft was llwaYlI.lI.ndin& iovitation from the local. Kurdilh 
chief'IO join them in their winter ibe~ shootina. 

Each lbeikb hal his mountain pmuves for pme u weIl. as his 
culti""tcd land$. His position ;" IIOIlICWbal Wt of. eountry gegtleman 
ill EnabDd or ScotIaod, IDd he tahl the """,teIIt possible pride in 
hospilality and ill his lbootin& &fOIiDdI. 

Tbe in.-JlI.tions to a lbool an: writleo in Kurditb by the Sbcikb', 
'muIIab', and conveyed by the bands of lribesmen ItlIled with the 
usual rille ItId dager who mi&hl WfIll: many miIt:I to deliver them. 

AD. ia';lItlon would lIoy thai the Sbtikh wisbed '\he CoIooeI ItId 
British O!6otn, and the Assyrian 0f60en 0( his Britannic Majesty', 
Assyrian Levy Ballilion to do him IIIe honour of joinina bim in bls 
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unual wilu~r ahootinL and n:prd themselves &.I b.i$ poc$u II bja 
vilJ.IF-' He requested lIIal those invikd would nOl flil him becalt$e 
food and U1'Inaemc:nu -n: I[rudy beina; pres-red. 

A similu invitation would be sent (0 Ik eqineer It lois road·head -,. 
II .... comiden:d. courteous 10 reply liOn«, llId if !he pIrtinIar 

Sheikh hid bchIwd wdIlh.i1 year hisinvitalion .... wurJly IeOCpted, 
even Ihou&h IdlY Ind night were non:nally ~ _ I thaI could be 
5pored from dUly al I time. Moreover, the tribesmen IlR poor poople 
who I;InnOi afl'0r4 10 entertain I larze party livilbly for long. Wilh 
vuy human pride they won'l admil this and would be offended were il 
SUUC$ltd. Netdleu 10 Py, they would be iMulled al any otrer of poy
menl, Ind the besllhat can be done is 10 live the Slteikh It few btaes 
of ,hol'lIun e&rtridaca for his old single·barnl, and the Iribamen a 
few rounds of rine Immunitio n \0 maG 1100<1 lhe , hots they h&v~ 
fired during lhe winter aport. 

They Ire hl,lllUmtn 10 ~ eore, tbese hishlanden., only rivalled by 
the Asayri&Ds llId by ounelves. To be invited 10 his ,hooting is the 
hi&hat holIour I SIw:i.th can offer. II would be 1ICtk:u 10 refuse, 
because hllDtin, doea more to bring diouse peoples \0 rrienthbip 
IJ)d undemaDdi", th.Lo lIIythill, of which I know. W. IllI looled 
fooward III Ih. OIIti ..... pt2CIited sbooti .... Ind diiallKd the rep:KU 
&I to where the best animals wen: likely 10 be fnund that 5eU)n, and 
~ ,-

Allasl the: day wnuld come. The Sheikh (the !lime of the o ne: o f 
whom I am writin, was Amir Mabllmmed A&bl) would hlw I ball' 
quu prepartd and some thirty nf his besl huntsmen mll$tered. Iii. 
eurill"a IlIlbillk Wt, Won: the coming nf the British, these people 
were aaid 10 be the wildest tribesmen of Ihe Turtilb Empire, and nO 
Thrkish official would h&ve dreamed of hUlltina llone, rid e by aide 
with them. 

In the afla"noon Cap ll.in York of th~ Levies, known 10 tb.auplendid 
force II 'AIf·, aoea \0 the Sheikh to pay hi! rcspeeu aDd witb him &rC 
balf a ~ AMyrian Levy soldiets p;cbd for tbc:ir IXIOIlllWn still, 
who unload l!leir paclt·mllles. In ebarJc of the AsIyriIIIs is lbe keeaest 
IUld cleverest hunulDIII I know--Yacu lsIXIall.....(bo! KD.ior Levy officer 
of th~ British BaluJioll &lid generally b>own II tbr. ' Rib TrclD&' 
wlbch, io the ~ Jan&uaF. means ao otIic:er oflW'O bllDdnd 1XItn. 

Apart from being &1\ w:dlmt soldier his chief busillCSl ill life seems 
III be the JIIIlTYinI of the ;""'pn:s.sibl~ IUld 1OOd·1).Iu,.red banter of 
Captain York, ""hole IiPI·beaned hlllDOUr in auccess or ad~niry 
sil\Ce be tint alepped mlO lro.q in 1916 is '" umqueiy Britiah. Only luch 
roen could have won the trying Mesopotalnian CampaiJO and held 
1nq in ll1lIIquillily these fi1teen yeat"$. 

Havinll returned from greeting the Sheikh he uy.. 'WeU, Rab 
>6, 
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TruIa. the weather is aU ri&hl. and iti, keeps as il is I dlKl'l .Uppme 
it wiU aller. will ilT 

'I u:~!IOt, sir: U)'I the Ilob Treml. doubtfully. 
'Well, now ".., are bcrc, have you brought everythiq1 Beealllt if 

lIot, lOIDOOaC has got to walk beek 10 camp and reICh it, and he woo', 
~ be~ lill we an: on OUr way home tomorrow.' 

Captain York pulls out hi, notebook.. 
'By !he way, wbat day is it1' 
'Friday, twenty-fifth, air,' says the Rab Trema. 
'Of coune, yes, it is Friday all day today, isn't itT and Yorlc IUds 

from his diaJy: 'Iron rations, MiJ1s.bomb!, m~; ba"" you 
lot alllltese, Rab TremaT 

'No, m. that must be: the WI'OIII pqe, sir; those wen: [or last week', --' 'Ah, 10 they were; wen. [or the twenty-fifth ~ J<ll' Dole befe: 
rat-trap' .... d flit pumpa.' 

'Ral-tr&ps? I doo'l urad.rsulld, lir,' says the Rab Treml. IWpi
ciOIUIy. 

"Jbe idea was to e&lth the size of ibex you Assyrians call biJ-
ellOugh·!O-lhOOI and thllt RYe ammunition.' I 

The Rab Trema smiles broadly. 'AJ you wish, sir; we poor IDO\UI-

tam pcopk lhooc iboJ: for food., you .shoot tbeo> to.show tbeir IIcads to 
yow fiieDdI,lfyou insist we willihoot 110 ibex under m yean of lse,' 

'Well, '" that you Jtick to that. Now, here are your ordoer$: E ... ry- I 
thiD, m .... ' be rudy toGi&ht. and we ltan at 4 LID. lbal mcaJIJ tea 
and biJcltiu at threo-thirty. Have a look througb your aJuscs I' the 
mOIll:ltaina,' and York IWCCpI: bU: hlDd 10 the gloriOUl pancnma of 
.now<l&d peaks. 'You win tIIk. Corporal Yokhana and t llree or'Mi, 
Mabommed', men and work up tblt central spur and be on tbe west 
ri~ aboye the ",ow-line befon: dawlI. You !)lust not in tin you are 
liplled, evert if the ibex come llibblinl at ynur puttiel. Uadcntand 1 
'Mir Mahommcd $I)" that 10lI)O of hU men are <:OlIIint over the 
NddIe from Ocrgala Valley at daybreak, so eva> when it.is time tn 
fire, doa't lboot al any oltb<m in ...utaH ror bean, or the old Sheikh. 
wbn wiD be lining in his cail1l OQ a III"fIa" rid,.. wat<:hin& Opel1ltiolll 
throusb his field-psse., wiD Ft pecvilh. The Sheikh wiD Open pro-
......... inp wilh two shou. Ulltil you bear bis rille you mU$lll't fire. 
After tbat you CI.D. Ihoo! at any biJ; anim.oJ. you see within easy range 
or I kill. Offiocr Baijan will 80 up lhe mountain now and spend the 
nipt jn tltat cave under the lurmoitlo the left, proceed;nl from the 
Cbombuol: Valley SO as not 10 disturb the m.ain ground. Private 
Reb bad bettu SO now abo and alcep on !he ridge beyond, wheno 
he win probo.bly lind • cave 10 shelter in. His busioca j, 10 'lOp 
.nimah llliptiag IOUtbward it be can. h thai dear, and have you 
any ,uapstiom'l' 
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'Quite tiear, lir,' saY' tbo Rab Treml: 'but you W<)uld do bot!« to 

Jot me aa:ompany you as I know the mOUDtaln--' 
'~rbapl: SlY' York, 'but I am goilli wilb 'Mir M-hommcd's best 

.... uc.hi" (bllDtlDlaD), wbo knows it better thI.o. you do, thou&h I 
eJlpec:t that Auyrian trick of youn of making • trumpeting noise like 
an ibex wilIlluact the animalJ and Jet you a botter bill-' (The Auy· 
ria!)l; have I wonderful way of caIlinJ an ibex if not actually scellted 
or seen by the aoimal, The curious SOUIId from their !,unod lip-' takq 
yean 10 pcKtiK.) 

So haviq made the amo.nFmtlllS for OUf early stan in the momiug, 
"'" go 10 the Sheil<b', 'diwankhaDl', wbere ~ are handed cigaretlCS, 
lei. and colfee Ind lit rouDd the gJowinJI ItOve in tho centre of the 
room wbile our hOSI taka his pnyer mat, removes hi, "'DC$, kuocll 
IOwards Mecca IlId mumbles bis tYrnin, prayus aD oblivious of our 

"""'" Sometiltlel from the very midst of his do:votLOIlI I haw k.uOWD 
him chip ilIt" the gosoip a:oing on round him, lhough usuilly the 
earnest taden= oflhe old man', voice ltill the room 10' respectful 

""~ Shortly after .unset lite evening mel.! is ~ 011 larse c:in:ullr 
copper trays some three feel so;ross. hi. the middle of ODe tray is a hi&b 
mound of !he mosl wty and mOSleJlpetlsive of fenian rice and round 
it Large sha:u of brud, thiD &S wafers, in whicb one wl"llpt the rice 10 
convey illO the mouth. On another tn.y arc maoy disbes of deliciously 
st&SOIIed ltewl of vegetables and froill and lhe choicest IIcsh of ga..rne
binb and Iamb-the Ialter bavina: beea lpCCi&lly killed for us, The 
coo!tiD,_1d .. tidy the most euctiog epicu .... The food has beea 
prepared by the Sheikh'. wives, but they, of course, do nOI appear. 
There . ... dUh.. of 1'0'1:<:1 pastry IlId minoe.piCil thlt melt in tho 
mouth; also wild honey, and 'manna.' from Sulaimaniyab. and a 1r.iDd 
of c:tlfIb .lIId whey caI.Icd 'mast' ",b.icb, ",ith .... ter, makes l IDOII 

~fresbiua drink. Fmally we eat Iaric buncbes of mountain gnpu 
which grow even under the InOW; aD topped off "'itb colfee and 
cip~ttel. Unlike Inany Mohammedanl of today the tri'-1 people do 
nOI drink wine Or .pirill. 

Kni_ aDd forks are "'" U$Od, so, Wore and aile. the Ineal, • 
IIWlSCI"VIUIt prtICaU water, _p and towel, with ",hic:b to wash our 
bands. Wben the Sbc:il<b and hil guesu haw dined 1..bo re .... iaing food 
(of which the~ is I vut quantity) is taten away to be consumed by 
tbe rest of the bousebold. 

We then recline 0l:I the divart.l round the 1I0ve: Uld lQlokc and dla1 
011 • blUldRd diveno Iopict-from. maIaria to aslrQllOlQy. ships 10 
1eIlin"wu, and 1..bo Sheikh shows III e.ttnlOfdinary aeneral i<Qow
ledge: eoDIidering his iJolItion. 

Wilbhis own quaint bumour a.nd .... dy l mile he even lells \II aU tu. 
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l~x Hunting 
troublel, iDdtuIinJ domati<: wonies. He loves 10 tell jokCl, I:'J'tn 
apiDlt himself, and ")'I .,..;th evidenl lrulh !hal ho litCi 10 ",,",p 
stories and idCl.S with viuton now Ind lpin, because IW own IIICO 
and cvm his wives &'"' I bit borin. II times! 

So humin nature isjuu!hl: gme the world OYCr. 
With lho &ood fellowship of ~ll_red men ~ Walch tho embers die 

in tho IIO~C till the rel.liners hrin. OUr beds and beddiD" We Ire 
nlher Jlad 10 Ileep tonialtt in the warm room IlfId nOi on the mOUn
l.Iin-tops like Baijan and Bellew, though they will have Ihe belt of it 
in Ihe mominJ. 

The old Sheikh &CC:I!hat e.'Ct)'thillJ is in order llId lhat our rin.:. 
are by 0\Il &ides (a polite formal'ly in case .... should bo doublin, or 
hil JOOdwill). and then he bidl US a Mohammedan -Good ni",t', 
shakes hands and leaVCI us. 

Wllh 1be c:onfideDOl: bred from many years of friendship with Our 
hoIt~ undcrstandillJ whK:h we fccl is. matter more petIOII.1 than 
Qllneernlnl our ve!)' dur.rent races or religions, A1f and I turn into Our 
lillie Clamp-beds and .lmost before we reali~ thai w. have slept 
$Qundly for hours, we are beina called by Ihe scrvanU .nd ,U il bustle 
and preparation for the Itrenuous day abead. ; 

The climb up tho mounl.liD ill the rtarlight is the mOlt fwcioltiq 
of .11 uperimotS. Everythinl is dim and unreal like a wild dtam. 
The wmingly iO"'XC'llibie pab ltaod out black api!)$\. the faintly 
lumillDUl &ky and 1be stan theauel_ Will ~ and DUm U one --. 

Suddenly, out ofthedarknw IOOml iho trunk ofa ,halitcred oak 01" 

a (ontlllic profile of rock like I IptClr1.I monster: fl"051 csystolJ J!ca.m 
like eyes. Yet all il sileot u tho gnV'l' bUI for the son pad, pad of 
native ahnet, !hi: beavy bn:alhinS oflbe meo behind Ind Ihe oecuional 
eliok or ri6es against rockl. 

Whe.n he thiok:t il n .... ' .. 'Y, the"..;de 1I0PS for I brief rest and I 
feel hil hand upon my arm u be whispers the unik word 'rawasl.l' 
(Itop). lad the stragli", litUc party draw up one by ODe and wail 
cikntly for IhI: ""dc'llml orders as be obecrves ou.r dimbill.1i1.lleSl 
critically_ 'WuriD' (Come). lie 11)'1 with equal hrnil)', for lbele JIf"O'" 
r .... onal bunl$men rarely lpeak. CVCIIlmOIIgst themsdVCI, 10 this they 
Ire very like the Hijhl&nd shepherds in Scotland. Thuc are iIldccd 
l1IIDY other poinl$ of I'I:$e1I1bl&J1(:c bctwccn the Auyrianland Kurdl 
.ud the Scottish HiaJ>laoders. 

It il' !ung.bul"$ting work" th" niiht-climb1ng, as it il impossible to 
COIlK~ don by placioj OM'.ltepI lad seeing ahead. Yet Ihe Brilitlt 
Klldier 01" engineer who hal lived in Kurdl$tan is nece ... rily no mean 
performer on mountains and keeps u lit u an Ithlete. A rille is an 
eDe\llllbruce III 0 ... climbll"Onkey·1ike at the diffieult placeI.lUId it 
it """"" upoo the maa below Ihe brass butt may injure or till hill!. n. 



I 

I 

Ibex Hunting 
Yet somellow or other, up we go, till It last we reach the SDOWY 
ridge whm: the light is better bul the foothold • IhouSl.fld tiroeII 
worse! 

A link fanbeT aod "'" reach the natural eairn wben: A1t is to lake 
up IUs pccition with the chief huntlmln---ovmookiDi a yawnint 
chasm wben: dim blotches of rock can be seen ;n the $nowy d epth,. 
With. whilpered 'Cheerio and good IbOOliog', and a pull al. brandy 
ftnlr: 'to QTd all" frost-bitt', I push 011 with my two ltllwarU for. 
lIOfIlewb.a1 higher position which will COIIlIIIaOd tile bead of this 
chum and another valley on the right, for the ridac I\Irr01n ruor
like. 

But whit. climb ] Suddenly acruh I The KurdiSh lid, S1eymao Beg, 
who is one of my men aod hLI ginger h.ir and • .schoolboy,no in all 
Idversity, "" .... DdS upon me in In avalanche of powdered SIIOW, ice
axe &Del. rille, but we sort oursel.a oal and begin &pin. The olher 
Kw-dish lad ;1 Hamid, lilY pcnonaI terVaJ>1. 

We ",ramble on with wei and chilled feet aDd lell until at last we 
I'QCh Our commanding pooution. Fonualtel), it i. now lImost dawn 
aDd WI: lhall flO{ have 1011110 wait; bullhen: are no lOCQ ben: to !pvc 
COver,1O '" must lie deep ;n the snow. diging. d.~D in which 
we Jhall DOl be ...,0. 

As Il000 U we resl it fedl cold, bitterly cold, . nd our feet rotlli" 
ie&-a$ they "'i1l be jf we stay here !onil. 

I diil a peephole throuaJI the SnOw to pvc lIle a field of vie.,.. where 
ibex are likely to be _no and Hamid _ ... the ""!ley on rhe oppo$i te 
1Oid<. 

Slowly tbe Eulem sky lipl$ up wirh I pille-blue &low. The Ita,.. 
twinkle fainter, and it i, dawn. Daybreak in I dear sky is ooe of the 
IIlO.It beautiful lights in lilY wild country. &en from ... 0W)" mountain. 
tops il can be like the birth of. univene--alup.-.rne IIld ovcrpowtrina 
aiJ;h1. As \be !hafts of lijht rtrikc npwardllDd IilboutUe the peab ill 
an azure ..ulnlo cold, flticue and the hunt are fOfJOlten. and like 
thm: primitive savages we p .... pell·bound, lost in the huuty of It 
I II. Ibex Or no ibex, the o;Iimb is worth the toil and ho.rdlhip for lho.t 
one great moment. 

'W aIlahl' Illy the Kurd~ lad$, .nd thtir single word is full o f 
....... oinl 

At WI we loot round upon the vaIJeys far ben..,th u. and , beholdl 
niaJIt is lone, and crisp and dear u far u tbe ~ can 5« lies the 
desolation of roeb and Inow, a nd in Ibe fir distance., 10 the east IlIId 
to rhe north, toweT the areat mountlios of Persia and TUfkey-for "' 
an: almoot II the meeti .... pW:e of thra: frontiers. 

The _00 is 50 gIa.Qd ooe feels at that momc:ol il would be almoll 
ACrilege to kill any creature tbat lives in this sanctuary ot nlture. AI 
the moment the,.., is no animal io vicw UOIpt a fox, far off. 
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SuddeDly iD the perfect stillness a fl.int riflwhol is heard, followed 

almOliI al onc:e by aDothe., The Sheikh h.u fired and the day bas 
begun! 

Then: is a pull al my ankle and an e;<.ciled voic:e lells me thai B fine 
ibex has been spotted in the west valley. I tum steaJthily found and 
crawl !O a new 6eld ofview. Head and rifle = raiStd slowly above the 
SnOW and Ibere, sure enough, is a great ibe>: with his flock a little over 
three bundred yards away. I commence to tak:e aim when, alas I I find 
the foresight and barrel are lhick with SnOw from the changilli of my 
position. 

Silently the rille is lowered and wiped clean, but not befo.e the ibe>: 
has bewme suspicious, his splendid head raised and turned in my 
direction. This is my moment. With tbe greatest precision I lake aim 
upon his bea", hold my breath. for a second and gently press the 
trigger. 

Oick! Cursed be the weakn= of human inventions! My rille has 
misfired, aDd in a moment the alert anima! is gone, with his following 
straggling bdUnd. Only then did I remember the Colnne!", warning, 
'Keep your hreech·block warm when in soow Of the oil gums and 
lessens the pereu$$ion and may cause a misfire.' Yet never had my 
rille let me down before. 

Depressed at my bad luck I gOi up and looked for IOOme new station. 
On the skyline above there was a rocky crag, and behind that possibly 
there would be ibel<. So I St:\'II Hamid down 10 explaio my movements 
and On and up I went to lhe new objective, which seemed the highesl 
point of the range. 

r waited at the likelier spots for wbat might appear, but nothilli 
happened, "" we struggled on in the deepening snow, which concealed 
many pitfalls, inlO which we rell at times as we made Our way to the 
higher peaks, only to find one of the Sheitit'j men sitting thoughtfuUy 
smoking. This lonely maD. was the farth .. t outpost of the hunl and bad 
been out overnight like the two AssyriaDs.. He had seen no ibel< a. yet, 
and said they would be below lhis d""p snow, oearer 10 Alf and the 
Sheikh, from where, as he spoke, we heard sbots far off. I judged then, 
and confirmed later wheo I saw Ihe re$ults, thai lhey had much tbe 
best of the sbooting. 

The man was aslonished that we should have ruched this eminence 
in an early mornilli climb; it .... as unheard of, he said, and we !wi 
come mucb 100 far. 

I pointed below to the ""utb side: what about that vaUey7 It was 
out of the region of our shoot, but I I::new it from my survey work and 
gueued that it had 001 been disturbed that sea""n. It would be • 
difficult climb down, and al firsllhe outpost would DOt hear of sucb 
an attempl; bul my Kurdish boy reassured him that ifil were bwnanly 
possible we would mlDIIgo il safely-otherwise how bad we reached 
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this pinrwclo: lUI hour after sunrise? So be a&RCd and went 011" with a 
~ JiviO& our movements. 

One cannot be 100 c:arefullO keep in toucb wilh Ihe main party. A 
broken leg is easily come by on !he Kunllib mounlaial. Moreo"er, the 
Sheikh holds himself mpo!U.ible tor lila wet)' of his guesU, and if bU 
ll3a1\ had refU$Cd ".. pennluioo 10 pc!Ieln.le soulhwat4 I lbould aOI 
havc lOne; bul evidently be lrusted me. 

Far down we could see precipices and lerraces dropping 10 Ihe river 
valley, and we made for tbesc. Yet oa]y I few _II ibu. did we ICC, 

till at lilt __ IUdIcd • Ilopiol oIab of rock cracUd willt deep ddU 
most d.ifficuh to jump 1CtOU. 

Suddenly, from one of these, I fioe ibex appeared for III illSl.lll l, 
divc4 cLown apio Ind seemed 10 rnato off;n a directio<r. .. bere!he 
roclc pvc place 10 woodl''''' in I valley. I oal on the steep $lab and 
lOOk I ~Iting aim IS best I could al Ibe l pol where I lbougbi the ibex 
might appear. 

'Lookl ' 5Iid the Kurd suddenly, IJId pointed. Over 6"" bundred 
yards away the ibex .... Itandiog for a tcCOnd tlJltaUnll&ly Iookiq: 
back at UI before Wsappclring 0Yel" a ,pur. 

'Too tar,' I said Jti\ly, toying with !be triwr. 'II'S our only chance,' 
said !be Kurd, and eVi:O IS bespoke I aimcdbigh on the beast'. moulder 

"'" ""'. Ilwi time 10 bear the bullet Invclliq befOR the ibex feU io a heap 
and lhen, riliug, I truggled off with a ltulOblinJ: pit 

'Wlllah, Ibat was a great Ibot,' ",id the ucited lad, and lib: I 
cbao:Iois be .... lcapiog over the rocb ill mad pursuit, and J was afltr 
him. 

Wheo we reached the Ibex be was making for the lIpur, but WI) 

beaded him of! and losl him io sotoe low roc"'. 
Suddea]y, with I yell of UuJU.tiOil the K urd sa .. ~ wounded 

beast, leaped upoo il and grabbed !be powerful bead .. bleb lOSKd him 
abDuLI rushed up. seized lhe loog dauer from Ibe plucky boy's belt 
""d plunged il iOlo the creature's throat IJId the deadly hOIlIlI fell still. 

CovenD, the heW "';Ib a pocket handkCfcltieC 10 keep the woba 
ofI, ror they won' t apprOKb I buman 1IIIdl, ...., returned to camp and 
leal a donkey by a lowel" track 10 brini i1t our prize. Later a ll the 
As$yril.rul reached camp "';tb some fine 'old men' ibel they had 
dJaa:ied dOWII Ib~ slopes. 
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CHAPTE R XV II 

The Conquest of Gali A1i Beg 

B y the 5UmlllU of 1929 I blew lhal II IaR we had the "...ns 10 
drive the roadwty Ihrough the RowandUli ~ Explosives, 
machinery, tooll, tcntl and l ome of the necessary bridges were eilher 
on the wty to us or already belioniDj to arrive. 11K s'-"fI" and tile 
laboUf pnp wen: .. eqer and keen as men could be. The Kurdisll 
oomadl and "lUgen b.ad appArently decided lIIat nOt only would they 
tolerate Ill, but that they l !moIt app~ of our hewing broad road, 
lIIrnup their mountaia Our ooo-time enc:mica, ,uch as Hlmada 
ChiD and hia followers, won 1I0W aivm, tbe:ir unqllllified 1IIcgiana: 
and help. 

It is true that thi' all-importlnl goodwill of the tribesmen might 
ruddcllly tum into lC1ive resisllDOC; aD error of jlutice, or 1ad: of tact 
towards their chief. migbt do it. Should lIIey como: 10 feel that the 
commercill eJlpLaraation of the road WQ mere trickery and thlt!heir 
liberty as Cree hillme.tr. WI.J in jeopardy. there might be &bon ,brift for 
1M wbolt fOIId pany. 

I eJlpect that probably lIIey lauaMd I' nur prospects oC ever con
qucrilli the &RIt ,orp. Thai we could build TOld, across the plailU 
aDd Ihro\Iib the opeII valk:yt they mew. 11K lorae was 11l0thet 
thin&. II had been a barrier iii""", the world bep.n, would it not 
remaill so7 Ali Beg bimsdfand olheo; had in past times made tm:ks; 
III bul the hip CIr1.l'In path that was "ill u$Cd had vanished. So let 
this !DId forei&oer anack tbe rocb of Gali Ali Be, it he wiJbed, be 
would aive up ",hen be reali:ed the corge .... 1Ir01lJCl lhan he. "1lIoJc 
roeb had "ood!hen , ;no: before the binh of the lint Kurdishman , 
would they IIOt my yet another tbOllUDd yeIJ1I7 'The Muhendi. 
(cnCinccr) is ju,l a liltle 1IIId,' they aid, 'bul otbcfwise hannk:u; lei 
him alone and tee what happelll.' 

It was thus the Kurds, gruina: their sheep on the billtops. jested to 
OIlC' another .. they peered curiously dowra ;lIto the deep shadoW! ~ 
the ,..If wbe", we worked so fir below them. 

Yot I knew tbat the ""ae Wa.ll well iCI rot the dlllltla. and lhall!te 
sbow mw.sl ,0 011. RIo"" won the IClOn, uDCcrUin tbe temper of our 
tribal audio""",. bul tbe time of tboupt, pnp&n.tioo aod eJlpIonlOry 
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Th~ Conqu~st of Gali Ali Btg 
JUl'W)'in, was behind 111. The", must nO .. follow clIoys of action and 
""avl ... efron. 

T ..... 01 ,...,powder. &cli&nile and ammonal (the luI a powerful 
mililary uplosive). wound their way from lhe r&il./Ioad at Kirhok 
aerOQ the plainlI a.qd DYer the pass<:S 10 Gal; Ali Bea. Some nf il came 
in ooxes stacked hi&h on IDlTi=, • CO\lplc of poIkemen pen:/led on the 
lop of e&o;II loI.d. COlllenledly smolrin& and droppiDl;lpark. and cigar
elte bUll. amon. lhe c:ases while Ihe whole: vehicle swayed danaerously 
al every bend of Ihe road. The rut CIllIll\ laden On camels, lon, liDeS 
of lhe ully brules fiJi.., wilh deep-voiced .rwn.blin. resc:nlmenl into 
Ihil slrango rocky land. each bcasl carrying cnou,h explosive on his 
back 10 .hiller him inln fragments. 

T RelO", lir-c:ornprusors, $Iearn·rollers lumbered 1I011J the new 
hiahway up 10 lbe road-head, foUowing the <;:amelllikc punuina pre
hilloric monSlc,.., VUotin, and puffin, u they came. Amon, lhem 
was thai housc-on-wbeds, Ihe workshop-lorry. moving up 10 the 
fmnl-line trenebes of the anacking army in the .0 ..... , ready 10 reDder 
'-cry necossary . urakaltreatmenl10 !be maimed machinery from !be 
blltlo-fIOllt; aDd or cowx maoy wen. the breoidowllS thai occurred. 
due 10 our uolkiUed opcralcn-breakdownl ... hich, boll fot \hi, repai r 
depot. m;,tll have Itopped lite work IllOJ<C!her. 

The Ionia unloaded their c:artOCS of uplosi.ves and 'NCnl bat:k for 
the hund~, orton, ofstcd bridae pans, ... ioch=, wire rope$, limb«
planks, 11<C1.l\eddina, ""men t. drums of ~l, kel'Ol<:ne aad crude 
oil for the m.acl!ioery; bitumen for the fOld surface; bollS. lOQilo of 1I1 
ciescriptiOJU:, and lhe couotles.s variely of 0100 Ihinp thl t a", 0_ 
SIr)' for the execulion of 10 large ao engineering underu.ltinl-mlJly 
thouAndl of pounds worth of SIOles lIto,ethet. (The wbol~ road 
projecc Wit estimate<llo COiSt a quarter of a million.) 

In addition 10 Our own tractor-trailer tfIlU;port, ICverli k>rries 
owned by f.-lance driverl wbo oonlrlCltd for Our work, wen coo
tinuouslyemployed. lbcy were American vehicle!! and P"" Imuin, 
ICrviec. Ramsb&cklc II they became under 1M SI:\'ef'e Ioadt and !be 
tender IIlttC:ie!! of tbeir Armtnian driVl:n, they oontin\led to work for 
yean untillbe road was finished and we D<>eded them DO IIlC)R. Doubt
less tome ol th£nt an: Itill trwIdling about northern Iraq. 

Tbou&h the dri~ ....,~ 1IOmCtime$ robbed oa thdr ... y froru 
llliku.k ofludl of their ...mabie loads as the thieYel oooJd <;:arty air, 
alid thonah IWO or them wen: callously murdered, IItVU did anything 
of 1M kind blppcn io the land of the nearby Kurdish triba east of 
Arbll. Robbery, wben it oo;o;um:d, was alwa)'ll OUI in the low oounuy 
Delr AlIUn Ktupri. For the tribesmen I was friendly with acl'ff robbed 
Our 110"",. 

On tbe hilil. howe""r, the heavily-ls.dcnlorries onen came to &ricf 
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The Conquest of Gall Ali Beg 
and maoy a time I haY(: helped the drivel'$ "'pair their broken vehicles. 
In $pite of aU difficulties the $to= had to be hurried through to serve 
the Vl$t organizatioo of labour at the road-head that dopended 00 
them. Should a lorry faU ioto the ravine, as S<l",elimes happeoed when 
the crazy steeriog gear gave out or the driver grew careless, then after 
I had d=sed his injuries (these men seemed always miraeulously 10 
escape death), ..... <XIUected the dobris of lhe load inlo anOlher car and 
sent it 00 its way. We Iheo dragged the broken lorry up to the road 
again, usiog a curious little machine called the TrewheUa wineh. These 
winches we"" I belie¥(:, of an Australian type, and we had originally 
ordered them for uprooting t«<s. They proved to be among our mO$t 
useful appliances. Small and light enough to be carried On a "rong 
man'. back eveo up the mountaim, they were made 10 perform every 
kind. of duty. They erected bridges, they pulled steam·rollers out of the 
mud, they tugged giant houldel'$ out of the roadway, and we", put 10 
many tasks for which they wen never intended. There was nO use 
grumbliog about lack of ideal equipment 00 the Rowanduz road, we 
made the mo,C of what gear we had. 

I took a pride io tho;>se winches and the many purposes they <XIuld 
be made to serve. Major Perry had beeo rather ridiculed at head
quarters when he had ordered them for serious engioeeriog work, and 
I doterminod 10 show them 011 when oat ..... had official visitor1 who 
we", apt good·humouredly to deride our cherished labour-$3.ving 
devices, calliog them by IMI mo,t ignominious of soubriquets
'Heath Robinson contraption.'. Naturally I claim that I am always 
right when it eomes 10 ao eogineering matter, nevcrtheleS$, I confess 
that5OJl]e of my bright ideas doo·t work out as well as others. On one 
of the oocasions when the Director of our Department came to the 
road·head 00 a tour of inspection I was boasting of those winches, 
their mauy U5e$ and tbe ease with which they could be operated.. 
Shortly afterwards we happened 10 be passiOIl a place where a gaug 
had been using one of them and, while they went away to help unload 
l lorry, had left it with its load (io the form of a hug< rock they were 
pulling from the lilll5ide) ,till attached by the steel cable, which wall 
therefore under considerable tension. 

'Now, how mauy men would it tau to do that job ?' alked the 
Di.rector. 

'Oh,' said I airily, 'witb tbese winches one man can easily pull a 
rock that 5ize.' 

II admittedly looked rather a heavy weight for the .ingle cable, 
whicb was iii! taut that it twanged like a fiddJ ... tring wben I kicl:ed it, 
but this was not the time to miS$ sbowing off OUr plant, so, foolhardily, 
I ...rd, 'Like to see it pulled? Quite simple, you lrnow.' 

Now the winches are worked by • loug "eel lever thac one pullll 
back and forth and this winch stood on the steep hiUsido with very 
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The Conquest oj Gali Ali Beg 
linle foothold beside it. I clambered up and stood as best I could to 
get a pull at the lever and began. With my first effort the ratchet di .. 
engaged and tbe weitht CLIme suddenly on the lever. I llasbed back at 
me with lerrific vinlence. I was literally Oung into the air and head over 
beels down the hill. As I crawled unoomfonably to my feci again the 
DirtCtor sympathized. and lhen as he saw I was really unInjured. he 
laughed heartily. 

'Oh, it ~aUy is quite eary: I persisted. 'one man can do il once lit 
geUlha knack ofil. I'm nOI SO practised at il as the men are. Here', 
Ihe gang coming back. Just watch. how easily they operate il.' 

They did too. But lhey leI me down before visitors at usual. I t took 
leur of them tugging on that lever to pull the rock from il'l resting. 
place l 

The gorge was now l hive of ceaseless activity and the road_line 
under attack an ever_lengthening one. Each day s&w a titoouand mcn 
in sorne meaSUre Dearer to their goal. 

We began by forcing a small foolway down Ihe A1anu Su valley till 
it joined the main gorge. A track was hcwn round the great bluff and 
the narrow ledge round which we had crawled at sucb peril was 
widened to give nn easy walking path. Acro:;s tite Rowanduz River we 
slung out a timber footbridge, loweriog it drawbridge fashion, where 
the stream was narro ....... t. till iltauched the ather 'ide. As 500n as the 
bridge was secure the men scampered across like children 10 explore 
the new!Y-1l= :;sible territory upou wbich we had never before set foot; 
they pitched their I<:nt, by tbe score on the smooth grassy slope beside 
the river, and witb a new zest they forged ahead wilh lhe footway. 

On they ,ped to the Haitian junction. Here. across the tributary lay 
Ibe scene of m:y harrowing uperience with Perry months before. The 
gorge, now dry and brown in the heat of these sweltering depths, in no 
way resembled Ihe stann_swept vlUey I had lint entered in the winler. 
But the $Ime precipices rOse sheer befoTe us on the oPPOsIte bank and 
barred ourwly. Nothing daUDled us, bowev.:r. Those great buttresses 
would add but a few more thousand tons to tbe vasl llIXIounl of rock 
thaI bad to be bla,ted away. 

Again we threw over a temporary hridge to I pomt from which one 
could clamber to the IracQ I bad followed those months ago. A great 
rOCK was nOW showina abow: the water and lhis we used as I central 
pier for the foothridge. 

That bridge WI! a slender affair . hut the coolie, crossed and re
crossed the swiftly rushing river by it witb no apparent fear. Indeed, I 
had always thought tbat a nervousness of high place, and llQstlb!e 
bridges must be a product of Our civiIiu4 life. bUI one day I dis
covered that even primitiw: people Ihue this weakness. 

A bunch of Kurdi,;h women were makin& use of this fragile bridge 
• 'n 
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over the Bel~i'D , 'J'bcre 'NUO half I dozen or 10 of tbero, wearm, their 
dark blue go ..... willi the baUY. rolled-up trouseB Ind each carrying 
OJ! bu back a buodk of produce lhc was takiua to Ibc market at 
RowandllL Three of Ibcm walked silently across without turning I 

hair_ The fourth no lOOner to' to lhe cenlre of the ,pan and $lIW III.: 
lWif\ly-lIowiug water beneath het than her lIerve deserted hcr, She 
~nt down on hand. and knces;n In effort to crawl, but Ihe was in· 
capable of mOvtme1l1 and c!Ul\j desperalely 10 tbe belImt, ~ryjng 
pulletic&l1y for help. Her heIrtlen «ompanioru, who bad been Witch. i.., her with much &m\lSCmet\1 buBt inlO roat1 of Louahler and made: 
1>0 drOIt to do allythina. A youn, Arab or !be bridae-buildin, party 
*tilt quickly 10 Ibc rescue of !he damsel in disuas and brouaht her to 
firm~. She """"I on her WlY ohowering the bltSSil\il or AILoII Upoll 
him, llId wdl-justificd lbute upoa tier caUous ristcn. 

Of touBe Ihcx Iinle low foolbridp would be washed. ,,".y in the 
willter 1l00dJ, bUI by lIIen we hoped we should have no further need 
of them, (or the main bridges , houid be in place. These would have 
dolle their job and enabled UI to extend our attack through the whole 
ICQ&th of the gorge. By the piolletr footway we «ould 1I0W walk the 
!til miles from end to end of the vaUey withOU11bc Joua climbl up the 
.Ieep zi&:zap of the hi&h cara>'all IrICl: whic.h ma<k thai rou~ 10 im
P" ,,::tic&bIe tor molOfl. Thia r.lmoct levd path through tbe bottom of 
the raviDe, with its Yef)' few padients (not cxoccdini 1 ill 20 as • 
mnimuIII), would make the _y III easy one <mOt the wi<k rwd was 
built. 

We did not _ those procious months of low _tel" while tbe 
footbridges 1Io'tn still illite, terrible though the oppressive heat was 
when working ill lhal moi'l canyoo. Even while the: footway lenlth_ 
ened, our main .nack on the Alanu Su vaJley had begun. 

We were 1I0W able to m.lSICf the vertical faces of the prccipi"",, for 
with !be new rook-<lrlllina: planl we could holl-tunnel our road 
wherever necessary. l"hlt was. Pl_ almost jmpraetic:lble with lhe 
jllll!piaa-bac-usdul though tbeK tools were for tbe llmplet worJc 
thai still formed the bW.k of OW" rocl::<utlizli. Aloapide Ibc W:ttical 
f_the lir-comp .... Ofl roared through Ibc long IIIIlIJmf day, their "'*' IcadiDl off to !he 'jaek.ham!Dcf'l' bdd by the driUcn percbcd 
~y wherever they «ould lind enough foolbold, lOme "lllal. 
tin, 011 a kind of window-du.ocr', o;radle suspended by 1001 ropct 
from above, SOme eveo roped Iingly dangling like lpidef'l _puut!be 
cIifJ.fwo. Their noisy 10011 elllllerul like machine'l\UIl, and white 
rock dust blew everywbere u tbe hole! went deeper and deeper. 

Let me try to picture the fQ:ne for the reader. 
Near the aiKOmprestOn is 'OsU' Ahad bhim, the tmitb, lwei at 

work It his charc:oaJ IwId-forp. HillitJe design.a1eJ birD. wiutd of 
his o;nft, [or ill Kurdiscu 'Osu' It IppIicd 0lIly to awtcr-Inde<men 

In 
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of elCoeptional meriL AlwI Rahim is lharpeaial liP tho blunted lloets 
of the jack.bal'lUDers iI> a powuI'ul pneumatic mlebiae Wt 100-0 
IPWb round him II he deftly mIlIiPIIQres !be k...n tbat pip aDd 
1triU. 1be.1oDJ tubularltedl.. I t rorF" them to propcT ahlpe and 10 lUI 
elCac! Ii.., for their duty. He knows !hat m"'" than bal/" tho batlle 01 
roct...:lriltinllies in keo:pin, tho steels properly IhIrpmed. I.IId tem
pered, Ind he Ii_ for hil wort:. "The red_hot tiplliiu.le Ind stell!)." 
be dipl them lkiJ.flilly into wa!£T, watchin& for the: blue IUd yellow 
temperin, colollrs lbat run aloq: the: metal. FinaUy the Slrsw colour 
comes, he il "'Iidied and immerses the whole bar luddellly. 1.o1l$ 
rOWI of lteeb, cold and ready for use once more, nand .... inlt th~ 
rocky roadside. 

'OaJi Ali Bel'" fabricant-Gali Ali Bel has become a workshop-' 
",ysthe Osta prolldty as he invites in,peaion of lhe Hlty steels he hal 
shlrpened thai day. 

Near by is lUI lndi.a.n bl.aeksmith, Oslll Boola, bardly lcsIlltilful II 
!be foraiDl or the jumpin,-bars WI t;. in heap' beside his uvil. 
The jIImpcrlud !be powraatie drills &0 hand in band;" euUiD, the 
road .... y, the one tnethod lakin, up lhe work where tbe other kaves ... 

So ... bem<cr the cliffs Ire of stepped formation the jwnpin,_bar or 
'barie' mea, II they call themsdYeS, pouDd lway It the roo:k. Beyond 
the ai...compresson ....., come "PO" such ""mao", balchet WI the 
road·lim _ a Millin, forest of tall stcd rncb with balf-dad, du.st· 
IDIUr<d J\illra workinj them up and dowu like. company of robot 
IUtoma.IOIU, 10 mechanic::ally Jimilar are an their lnD .nd body 
movements. 

Yet they Ire human enough, these fellows, and l ime .... every OM of 
them by this time.. An old man ItOPS work and i, about to kneellnd 
pray. 

'How deep is the hole you bave drilled today, Mohammed ilJDlilT 
I alk him. 

'Five feet,' he .... WttS. ' I sball drilllwn feet dee-pc:r u t be. Ovenot1 
h.u ordaecI. 1"buI I shall have enough money for my food .nd 
tobacco. I am ... old man now, sahib, and I ClnllOi work lih the 
)'Oua,cr _ wbo driP ten.' (!be men are pajd acoord.in& to the depth 
of hole they drill ) 

'True. 1'111 afraid "'" lI1U1t all beo::omIe old ~ ~y: I reply. ' l:Iu 
)'Ow bar been well 5barpeutd T 

' I I has been done by Olta Boola, the Indian, aad it drilll weII,' be 
"')'I.. He then tumI to kDee1 no the hard obarp rock to ",y hiJ prayen, 
quite "nmindful or the clangour and bustle around him. 

Another min ;1 perched high on I j"llinJIllab !hat projects $e""rai 
fecI beyOlld the rocla below ;t ; he il maybe some thirty feet l bo"" (he 
half·formed ro.dway, $teadil)' ~tri king with hil bar. I ha~ ... ~fn~ 1M 

I" 
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eooIieI of the dallger of drillin, into cwerhaopo, rocks but workmen 
Ire DOtoriou5ly CIrdcss the world OVCT. l'bere is I luddcn ~. 
IIOUDd folJo'.o.'Cd by llIwp ay-tbo foothold giVCI way beneath him, 
roan and rocl:: IaIIinJ topthe:r tbrouah tbe Air. Th~ rocl:: bul'ltl ;n 
r .. s:meou with a loud c:raah .. it .-trikes the ledge beneath, the man 
liel a crumpled, motionless thin" We rush to his lide. By lOme 
mi .. clc Ihe falliog rock has not Itruck him and as we lin what we 
upea to be a 00JpSe M aroans and moves s~&htly. H. opcnl hil eyes 
and IeCI <M. 

'Sorry to cause any trouble,' be 11)'1 faintly in Persian. "I'bc rock 
looked ",lid tIIoJl&h ""hen I bep.n.' 

'Nephlilah Fenj , 0Dly by the pee of Allah h.o"" you escaped,' 
llemly replies the brusque, Clplble Iinle o,·[dean ovencer, George 
Mikbael, u he orden the injumlroan to be w<n to lhe hOlpitlllCnl 
.... h~ IlhaU "'" him apin IhOrtly. 

Actually he recovered, bUI aU .... re nol $0 fOrNl).I(C U Neplullah 
Ferlj. Some mel with dillblemenl, otllen with death in Ihe course of 
lhe work. We might have 1011 more men from their injune. bUI for Ihc 
belp ciVttl us by Colonel MacOoDald. Thanks to him, U SOOn U IMIIl 
...... even a reaso .... \>k lrack: throu&h the JOr!!!" we .... re permilted 10 
tah our casualties to \be BaIt.&liOll'llndian medical officer, Jcmedar 
Gul Akbu Shah. To the capable ministrations of the l anedar I feci, 
100, thai I owe my MIll life. When I lay ill for cb,)'I and. .11, lOl!»
li_ ddinoUl, with the IIlIknOWll fever thaI oftea n>ept throu&b OUr 
campi in the autumn, his mediciDes broughl me peace and sleep allast 
ina woOd that had become.1IlId niahtlJU.le ofsbadowlalld an .. 
dancin, before my eyes through houn thai seemed ercrnily. 

Like \be drilling, the bWtin, had, I, a result of Our experience, 
beo:ome . much more effecti ve and tcicntitic bu,;oeu. We IuId deter
mined by this time exactly the kind and quantity of eJlplOlive 10 be 
wed for various P1U·posea. We even made up a special one of o~r own 
in • way thai doubllcss cont .. ..eoed Ieplro,ulatioOJ in E~rope, hul 
prOducxd 1UflIrisin&lY dfeclive mulu in Iraq. The blutio, .lIClf ...... 
00 I m\leh bigrer iICIlc than il had ~ been. The boles made by the 
~ drills ~ ~p to l\\'Cnty-four feet in depth and required 
hu,.. ebarJa, Liaes of .... n toiJed do1'I'1I from !be eJlplosive ItOm io 
\be ca_ with fifiy-pouod boxes upoll their bacb which wenl to fill 
the I10UPS of these deep holes that 1'I'ere fioalIy to be wired topther 
ill electrical connectioo. 

E.lectrical ignition merely needt lhe whirlin, of the bandle of. smaU 
JCDC .. tor to lei the ebatges 011'. I t illeu ard~o ... and len thriUiIll than 
the old method ofliahtial the do..,,,,, of fUICI with • &!owinl toreb and 
then raciq [or life to act away in time, ~t \be electrical method can 
be ewn mono IIlrtlina ill iU retulu. 11111 press \be buUon .. it ",."" 
and the ... lInk hiII_ to Icaa out with a...nen nIOlbie th.at awelll to 
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In interminable .oa. u the mighty IvallOebe of rocb alide1l a Dd 
bo1,lJ>CQ and can.wbccls down to the river. BouIdm whirl tbcl1lKlves 
to rl""l&JlltlllS in nUd...u, while bits fty off lite _u. tn.ilin, dwt 
behind lbem. 

EspeciaUy when the 'lbo!' is high up a prtcipiee-faec, $UCb _"1 
bla ... in, Cln be 1 most l poctacular sight 1"he 'old·maI' rocb fairly 
leap out of the mountain-cide! When vioiton came to Oa~ Ali Ik" 
bIulina ..... Il .... lY' tile OIar item 011 their day'. PfO,rammc.. My 
diffic\llty ""1' 10 fil>d. ufe cover !hal ~I p"" I ,DOd >iew of !he pro
ceedinll. Seldom, I noticed, did they ad;: for lhe privilege of the front 
selt, more thin once! 

AI . maHcr of fact thi' electrical blastin, i, apl 10 cocou"". CI !"e-
1=10<51. In Ihree sbots out of four Ibe rocl:just flUlltniabt out and 
down. So for the fourtb t would oit quite uneon~rMdly oul on some 
ledae merely bceause il would tau time to carry the wirina to I safer 
position. I tum the IwIdle of the generator. l DSte:ad of 0 .... of thole 
ltately downWird ..... lanches ofrocl: I am expoctinJ, then: in miChty 
upward """"II At such tilXIcs the earth luddenly vomits rock f ..... 
_DIS tblt fly in tYttY pocsible direction. So_ COIK lIrliaht u 
bullets, ",ppin, into the hillside, othcn IOU in parabolas biab into the 
air to burtt apiDSt the diff, overbead or to descend qain and bury 
tbeJrQel¥t$ deep in Ihe around with the terrific force of tbeif tall . They 
$Cem 10 bail ~rywhere lad il is impossible to dodae; a ne mUlt j!.ut 
lit ti&hlll>d. ho~ for tile best till it i. all over. Af\er sucb I n e..perience 
I would be Viiry careful-till the IIHllime. 

So Ihe halt.lunllCls ieoi\bene<i, .nd the ancieat burien melted 
before UI. 

Th.t lummer and aUlumn lhis hitherto inviolate tillnell of nature 
rana uncellinaly wilh the rush of ,teel en rocl:, the roar of engines, 
the Ihoul. of men and !he thunder of e..plosives: and the K urdUb 
lpe<:tltOn who ImoW tbeir pipes on the hiUlnpJ couLd Ice little but 
dUlt in tbe valley beneath them. When lhe veil o:kared for I brief , pace 
and they ,potted the Ibon fnotbridJCS !bey ttiIl ~tured 10 propbe-,y 
failure. 'The .iViif will will,' they.said; 'wait Iilllbo rairuI of winter 
come. 00 we DOIl::now!hat !he kraaest treo-trunl: from Sbaqlawab 
ClDDOI 'paD thalltrcam in flood. l' 

Ow bridainl wu ~nainty I problem that lOOn bepn to bold up 
the WOfl:. Five bridp in all wen: n"""ed The A1anu Sa wu an cur 
rtfelI:a 10 c:rON and m::rOII, U we had most of the material we n"""ed 
for these lbott brid ... em hand in the ommtry, but the RDwudIU I nd 
Balkjao c:roninas weft of considerable lpan, and tbe bridF we 
needed mast, over tbe Rowanduz, ....... of COlIne, the last 10 atrive 
from En&Jand. Thil bridge Wli vital for our PfOareu,'" iu lbo<nce 
exeluded our rock-<:uttina mochioc.,. from the wbol. of tbe eastern 
half of the &orF, nor could we IntlSfer the hury lted SCCIiOQ for the 
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B. lkion brid., to tbe:ir site until the completion of the key bridp: of 
the mille Or SO it appeared al lint. 

TIle rwd work was almost al a standstill, completed 10 lhe river', 
edge, • clear JIll of US teet in trool of Ilf; __ the floods wovld he 
upoo .. our footbridges swept ...... )'--ADd the kq bridae was IlOl. ~ 
shipped We racked our brains for a solulioa. 'l'lIen lay &ro\IIId • 
number of coils of steel-wire rope and some of !be dc$pired 1I'incbo:s of 
the Iype that had hurled me dDWII. th<: hillside, I puliry-block or so, 
and • few score of jumP;nS-bar1. 

Tbus did Ihe idea of the aerial <:able-way come into beina;. 
We levdJed out ledges high up On lhe cliff., one on eith.r $ide the 

river, lIId I t the back of each ledge we cemented jumpin,-batt deep in 
their boles a, hold-fasu for tbe wincltes and the !enith' ot wire rope 10 
'pan the ravine. We arranged Ihallhl! ropes oould he lnwered 10 road_ 
le~! and tiJbt.ned to lift beavy weigbu ialo the air at will. In eJlect it 
was I brid.p far above the highe$1 Hood-level, of I IIn!nath Ind utility 
out of aU proportion to ita rudimentary compoDtou. NO! ,uch I 
Heath RobiOiOll COIltraption .ither] One by one we lilted motor-<:an, 
tract.on, lir-compreuon inlO the air nd hauled tbem lCrOSJ the IOfie 
on travdlina pulley-blocks. 

The P\Ini.a.n ~Ion revelled in their job. They loved 10 ..,. 
the b ..... y lIllChi_ rise inch by iDcb oIf the a:rouod. n,hl up into the 
air above the ehum, and swint across 10 the far bank draWII in by the 
opposite willoCbmen. Then: were al"oftyslota of Ipplieanta 10 work the 
wiad .... l'ersorWly, I considered the: wincbmen', job over-rlted; I 
had tmd il once, and wu nnw oontent to lonk 00 I 

At\er the trIClor was over, the Balkian brid", Reliont-two IOns 
e&c.b parl--wcre -flown over' likewise I nd. lowered inlO lb. trailer, 
whi<:h <:artcd Ibem along the linl. isolated seetion of roadway to their 
pIaoe of erection, the Salkian tribull.ry, whm: the abutmenta and 
pion wm: beina; buill ready 10 receive them. Anoth.r and similar 
eable-.... y wal established here, and by ilS tneaaa the bridge part! ""'re 
..... mbkd Ind Ilun, into position. By the mlddle of the winter the 
Ballcian bridac .... complete I.Od the air-compreuon moved on 10 
.till ..... fields of coaqllC$l--tbe Balkian Gorp itself. 

Brid~ and roc:k-acavalion alin were cold jobs in the 
middle of wiater, !ben: in the htatt of the mouatains ... ben: the fWI 

""_ dtooe.. I bad moved up to I IinJe mud bUI aearer this importanl 
work at bridee-buildin& and tem.Uoed tben: throuab the winter 
_tehing e""'l' st.p atlbe vital I"""aal operation of ",nin& the 
.pans W'dy inlo position_ 

Thai win!" .... colder, if drier, than the previous one. An icy wind 
oul ofTlukestan swept through the bleak 101'10 and froze cveQ'thina 
it could IIad to freeze, including myself IIId Ibe workmen. The gelig
nite froze Ind became deadly dangeroul lo handle, caulin, one or IWO 
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cruesome il\juries before I found a sa.fe Plethod of dea.lina with 'L A 
Inctor and a ,wun·roIJer frou inten>l.lly bea..ue. III ap;te or all my 
efforts and my strict reauJations, WIlIt< Iw:I !lOt be<=o ruD OUI o r tbc$e 
IQIOcllina at ";&111. They frou only a r .... houn &tter they had been 
ItOpped, SO bille"r was the wind. Both ma.cbincs thU$ sull'eftd serious 
dam.ap that ..., oould oO! repair locally. There ... u 110 ordinary break· 
aac I could not mend in tile 'WOrkshop lorry, but """ (;(Iuld I\ardJy .... lee 
new eo&ine* « CUI new cy~ndcn. 

The ai r-compruson, fortunately, .... ot merrily 00. They broke, too, 
in mioor ..... y .. but we managod to rep.oi{ them somehow. By day I 
'II'Orked u a bridawt"eCtor, by night as a mccb.1.nic. Oflell cnouah OUi 
on the roadside by the light of a hurricane lantern Wi: laboured into 
the sman hOIlT1 of lhe morning fil<ing pi.tons. bc:Irinp, VII,,", Tldi· 
lIon (which were often hit by flying rock), and all the other pam of 
S\Icll machines Ih.al Clllllld do ao wrona. As the blindina IOOWftakes 
cruSted in ice upon the diJmantled engine, a man would come with 
tinl of boillna WIlIer 10 pour o""r the ~ru and tbe 10011 we were 
usi .... to ~'<eDt our numbed 6ngers a«tina frost·biu .... 

Wilen the repaill .... U length completed and the macllme 0fI<:e 
more ready f« ill dally task of attacldn& the roeb. I "y a ... on! or 
two of apprcciatioa 10 the men who h.avc been hclpina; ID£ (they alwa)'l 
like thai), and 10 'bome' to the dxerf'al fire the ni&hl-teDtty bas 
thou&lurulty kept bllmin& in my hut. The servanu , OIISC tbem$dves 
from sleep to brin, me a OtIp of tea, G bunnle, the Kurdish sheep
doa. who hal WIlked 10 bid mc "'-eloome, lies down apia just inside 
the door, hiI ~n c:oeked even in lIcep, and outside can be heard tbe 
, tudy uud of lbe &entry en IUs beat. At lona lasll am n:ady to lum 
inlO bed. 

Then: ....... a curious fullog of pleasun: and ",r.iSfl(:r.iOD at the eDd of 
thoae infinitely laborious dayo in such fantastic lurrouodinp, I fuUna 
that .. impossible to describe. There seems no n:ason why I thould not 
have hated the itolar.ioa and loneliness nf it all, l'I"Cre it 1'101 that I fell 
some indd.nable KtISC nf kioship with the men, e ..... with t be animals 
and with the very mouatIinJ 1hem.K1vu, .... hich made thOlO d a)'l of 
our &JCI1eat ell'nru ao:IOIlpl the happial of my lite. 

The wort proJICIICd u tut u the bitter .... eather wOIlld allow. The 
mm were hardy feUoWland willing for lIIythioa;. 'fbou&b "",bel In 
the Wo they would _II: ni&ht and day durin& thecriti<al pa;odI 0( 
~, wben the stecllTU$$Cl rwuna ill the air aad bid tn be 
lauocbcd iMO po$itioa, knomcd to their bearinp and adtqllltely 
secured befe re the "'"'Ort oollld possibly be allowed 10 flOp ; or apia 
Whell da)'l of raio and ltorm brnught the ri .... n up and temporary 
IillIber.worll: hi d tn be lifled clear of the risin, flood. The men never 
nbjected, IICVC' refllSCd tn COme. They got no overtime pay. Most nf 
them hid no overcoats, no change of clothes, IOmetimes no tira to 
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dry and warm themselves by. Some had not e1'(:n blankcu or qUilts. 
Yet I cannot remember that any maD became iU from exposure. they 
were SO n:martably bca.ltby. though epidemics took tbeir toll. 

The eod of Ibe winter found us stil! battling in tbe gorge. Neither 
tbe road oor the bridge$ were finisbed, as we had boped tbey might he. 
Th. road still terminated in the solid rock of the Balkian ravine, 
amid,1 the noi.., ODd confusion of air-<:ompressors, jack.hammers and 
blasting. The bridge for the Rowanduz crossing had not arrived. Yet 
during that winter we had gi1'(:n the gorge its death thru'l. 

I I WIIS in the springtime of 19J.Othal we aclllaUy won righl through. 
Then Ibe ganp, like bounds unleashed, fairly bounded ahead wilh the 
easy construction aerO$.< the plain of Diana to meet the Rowanduz 
River agaiD. al Jindian . Soon there was even a Ford taxi_ good ok! 
model T, quile as dilapidated as its Armeoian driver_ running from 
the missing bridge in the gorge all tbe way 10 Lower Rowandu~ 
bumping over the plains aod hiUa of shale with tbe UlmO$I unCOncern. 
This bm had been SIIlll8 across the ravine on Our aerial cable-way nnd 
dumped On Ihe iSOlated section of the toad. Once there the dri1'(:r did 
a ran: trade while his monopoly lasted-the one-and-only taxi of 
Rowaoduz and Diana. 

Then at last in the early ,ummor came the bridge we had so long 
been waiting for. 

II WIIS well that we had by this time: trained a gang in ile<:lwork 
erection, for lhis long span was a 'teaser' to get into po:sition. To 
Ihrow lUCb a long bridge (containing rome eighty tons of steel) across 
a ravine al a leve! far above any pO!lsible support from the river_bed, 
is a job the like of wbich does not often come tbe way of the average 
road~gineer. E1'(:n in Europe with skilled erectors and plenty of gear 
it would be consieleud a proceeding I"t<!uiring some lillie care. With 
only unsl::illed coolies in the heart of Asia, I confess Ibat for the firsl 
time since 1 came to Iraq. the responsibility rattled me, for I did not 
want 10 ...., the .trucIIlrI: coll.apse IJId ororople up iolO a tangled mass 
of bent .nd twilted girden in the bed of the deep ravine. To caay Our 
heavy bridge out 01'(:r the gorge, tn get it seated on its concrete abut_ 
ments on eitber side of the river was really no small problem. Never
theless, we had learnt tbat the waIb of the gorge bad their uses. Ono: 
.gain we n:soned 10 our highly suco:ssful devio:, the aerial Topeway
this ~ setting in wbole clusters of U-shaped stcel ancbor_rods, the 
legs cemented deep in Ibe solid rock. To tbese we attached so many 
sto:l cabl=s running back and forth across tbe gorge that I called the 
wincb-operatofl ' platfnrms high on the precipice-faces tbe 'telepbone 
exchanges'. 

As the next operation we beann assembling the bridge, slowly pusb_ 
ing ib nose Ollt over the ravine suspended frolll pulley.blocks on the 
wire cables, while Ibe finers working from the roadway continued , .. 
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boltin, up the ewr·arowinIslr1>ctl=. It was • Hopldru IIlililiry bridp 
of mndudiz:ed parts, noc unlike. hup Meoc&Qo $tt, lad it lent itselr 
o.dmirably to rapid metion. I fell it could be made one of thOte 
JPOCdY. IptCllcllbr jobt wh.ic:b aD enailleeq loY<: to be Cf!&'oaed ."". 

I Dever had. ~ my JDeI1 woO: = kceoly thin On that bridF. ill 
the face of 4ifficulties that bad to be aperieDOed 10 be realized. 
Heartily as we tu.d cuncd the piercing cold wben In Ihe deptbl or 
winter ~ tu.d laboured It the BaUtiin bridge, usin, clu.n:o&l brazien 
upon the Itcclwork 10 provenl froSI.bile, we nOW execnlcd Ihe bJlZillJ 
helt oflumme, with even more emphuil. The It ... 1 grew 10 hOI it had 
10 be cooled wilh bucket.! of wale, before it could be iouc:hed by band, 
and even then il was just as hot again inno time. I teared lhal the men 
a. they crawled .Iona the Jirden OUI over the ravine holdina On 10 lhe 
bumin, mdal. mlaht JfOw faint and faU inlo the abyu, bllt their 
mlhusillSlll knew nO plin. no danger. Nevenhe!eu, Ihe;r carefree 
buJtle was nearly our u.ndoing. 

H our by bour the orderly .tacks of bridF memben Ind bol£ll or 
boIu piled by the I"OIoIbide arew less. Day by day the ever-knl!benina 
llrueture buna ranltet OUI along the acri&l rope-way. But as the bridp 
1""", SO did the 5tnIin on the tackle and the consequeDt dupn. 

Tbe men, some Car out on the IlUSpended lirden, worked away 
happily in • blind faith in my enginccrinl ,kill. Perhaps I al~ 
realized the critical risks of this class of work. In INth I bad checked 
and doubly m:hecked my calcub.tiOPI of 1treUeS, and I had Itudiod. 
every SO" of human error I could think of. Neverthelen, I knew that 
there was danlU. Calculate as you .. ill, in this world there i. Ilw')"I 
the human faclor that i. nol lIDenable 10 any computatinll. In the 
realm of physi<=s and inanimalc thillSI one may, from wr.in premises, 
predict, but in Ihe &lUter world of human creatUR$ one can II best 
but lpe<:ulate-be wiK and y~ be "'"'''''I. Well was il taid: 

'TM bul /(lid Idwnn ,,' mja: and mlPI f"'W a/lil-f/q·' 

For I week the work "n the brid~ had been ,<)ina on. II was nearly 
completed. Wc had only III draw the .tnK:lun:. few yatd$ farther a04 
it would IOIICh down between the 'pl·posu·-in !hit cue the ,ted 
rolJet-beariDp that lII'etC waitiDllo reoeive the bOdp. 

All was ready Cor the Lan sbori poll. On the <by of days., I uamiDal 
the winctla and the anchDrlget; with an CIfI\c eye. I drilled the opera
IOn once Ipin. E'Itl)' IDIJI WIIlt hit post, tense 10 M6.I bill duty. It 
was lin an lmIy II zern bnl,ll". I descended to the rateful spol whue 
the p p ltill leparaled the great hulk of Jtoel rrom iu prepared <estill" 
place. Alley .. wailed for my ligna!. I waved my ...... and immedialely 
Ibe willCbel clicked inlO action. The elaborate ')IIIClXI ot wire ropes 
o'(et my bud tightened and twallged undel the Idditiollal 10nnase. ", 
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like a IIdI '<:eUo. Studi!)" inc.h by lllth, the &hip we ~~ Lounchin, 
came towards me. 

AI it wu \hilt pulkd forward il Md 10 bo oonuoUed iD height. 
AnoI:her let or wincl:>oI saw 10 !his. WJw:a I lined my hlDd it """ 
I lowly 10 clear the 00_ edge oftbe .bulmmt. 

n.e liP JTtW 1I&lTO'ftI', it was DOW but. yard, now but. fOOl. AU 
was aoin& perfectly untiJ.--

Quite unwittiaalY, in their uQltmeJll II Ihil &J't4t mo~nt, the 
winchmto .,.;o;elcrattd. Suddenly, to my horror, tbe nOK oflhe bMge 
DOW only Ihree inches from its I butment bopn 10 f.1I downWllrdsl 
Slowly, then faSlet, futer, ever gain in, momentuml Dcspenl10ly Ihe 
win.hmen worked but the bridge feU a foot for every inch Ihey cOuld 
un ii, And thil II tile very moment when victory teemed cerlain. 

No rope had broken, no lnehorait pull<:d out, no winch failed. 
1n.:til'Ctively 1 knew what must bave hlppened. It mUlt be I ,Iip!)in, 
of o.rtain joi,led ropes, clip-bolted together. SIdI joints depended 
entirely 011 tbe ti&htneu with which lbcy!wl been bolted and one of 
thete bad 5Omehow been insufficienlly scmo.-ed up. Now il was lIip
pinL uaned 011" ill III probability by the Uln jerkin, of tho winch
mtD in tbe:ir IIdI cqernesI. Just • fra.o:::ti01lKl tlpltniD, of thOK 
COflfICI;tOI"-dipi and we should have been the vieton, i",1Ud of the 
vuquisMd. 

I IhUi lilY eyeos 011 the hoRid .soetIC, awallin, tbe cruh of tho ItnIo
lure in the bottom of the n...me. II J>eve:f ame. To my amazement, 
when I loot ed .pin, l lI.w that the bridge was held. It !wi faUen lillie 
mono than I yard when rOt lOme weird fUSOn tho joinl bid Jripped 
onoc more. The defect WI. far om in mid.,.ir, impolSible to itt Iti we 
must pray now thlt it would continue to hOld. So when we bad 
recovered from the l urprile of it and reaU~td Ihat our invaluable 
[~pt ot Iteel bad Dnt ,ooe into tbe abyss after Ill, we Ufted ono. 
more, llowly and IColly. Up she came to the viUoI level. Then willt my 
beut ItiU in my mouth, r waved the pulUn, wincltes into ac:tion. In 
eame our Ihlp ofadveJtll.lJC and was lowered to her bearinp. I looked 
...,d ........ tiI&d. IlIat III was as itlltou!d be, and $iJ.llalled to tbe men 
lUI il .... daDe. 

AIld up froo:n th~ ~ of the CIn)'Oll tbe~ IrOIe tbe uultant roar 
of men'l voM:eI thai nacbed aImO$C to !be mounUom,lops. 

AI I manitCftatioa or Eastun fedinp, the enthusiasm of !be ID£II 
..., JUI_ .. il ...... rate. Perups it was DOl entirely disintuested. 
TIley knew that thai ni&ht, io view of O\lf luoceI$, I mllSlltand them a 
ballQlM:t. No litht malter to feast I thousand mC1l, but wdJ worth i t. 
For we hld conquered Gall Ali Begl 

,so 



CHAPTER XV II! 

The Blood-Feud of Rowanduz 

T ttfte yean hftd lone by since I pitched my tint Clmp on Spilik, 
near Ihe vitiaI<' of Kala Chin. Our work nOW lay far beyolld the 
Rowandut GOTI<' on the finaJlap to Pm ia. At Jonilul OUT Iaboun 
and hOpeI we", .bout to bear fruil. We knew wl lhe road would be 
completed by Ihe I;me lhe Manda.te lermifUllOd. 

' Isman Bell of Rowandut sends word !hal be win come ae:<t Frido;y 
to _ 1M road and .wI YOU if he ml,Yo' said Hamid. my se ..... nt, 
nandin, in the doorway of my hUI waitifl, [or the reply. 

'Send answct" Ihril l aban be plelSl:d iDdecd 10 _ IlIDail Be .. He is 
welcome as always.' 

bowl Bell _ qllite the most in~uetltial ml,11 ira Rowuduz. FOf 
ICven.J yea" he had been the local deputy IOtbe Iraq ParliameDt, aod 
he _ tbe heRdillry squire of mOSI otlhe lando aTQ\lnd. From him 
lhe Britisb rented the lite OOCIIpied by the Levy Battalion &rid lhe 
imporWlI R.A.F. IandillJ ground at D ilol. No min "Wa.I mOrt 
honourable in his dealings or more esteemed by Kurdish and Assyriao 
tenants alike. 

Ismail Be, had alwaY' IlIpported lhe ,ide of if.w and order and 
rqlrainod Ihe \Tibet when they would have disobeyed the edicts of the 
Mandalory Administration. He, more !han any Kurd, had IIKd. hiJ 
I""t influence to o:onvince his people of tbe benefit to them of this 
road lhal .... to peaetrltc their land. He said thai Wltil roads .... rt 
bIIill throuaholll the mountains, Kurdistan wollid never prosper, 
and he betie'o'Cd wt !his hoped·for prosperity could be best ..,hlcvaI 
throuJb !be help of Great Britain. So he WIt Ot!e or the lIUID}' 

Kurds woo were I""Uy di sappointed lhat oar Mandate wu DOl 
10 be oontillued for the Iwcoty_five-ya.r period. ..... bad oriainally 
1Uueatcd. 

Now llUllil Bell CIfI;Ie 10 sa: me often .t the road.-<:amp and I was 
oneil JUeII of his It Ro .... ndUL I had..otioed lhal be al .... )'I lrIvelied 
ac:eompan.icd by • ntona bodyguard of armed followers. The IXIIII 

was too modest to (10 about thus merely for the sake ot display, .nd 
he ... " so poPIII. T and beloved lhal il seemed "'holly un.nc<;:(:ssary. 1 
reU Ihe~ mUll be SOme hidden dan~r Ibat bUD, OYer lb. YOOD, 

m 
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nobleman and I asked Hamid, who knew everything about the affairs 
of Rowanduz, wbat this might be. 

'It is', he answered, 'that Ismail Beg is under sentence of death from 
his enemy, Nuri, SOn of Bawil Agha of RnwanduL' 

'Yes,' put in S'leyrnan Beg, my ginger-haired camp sentry, wbn was 
standing by, oiling his long Turkisb rifle, 'Nuri would killlsmail Beg 
if he =r got the ~hance-but his own death would fottow,' he added 
grimly as be finaUy shut the bolt and snapped the magazine of butlets 
into pace. 

'What, are you One of Ismail Beg's men?' I asked. 
'Yes, I and the men of Dergala who patrol your camp by nighl. 

Though you knew it not when you engaged us, we have his special 
orders to guard you and your work. This is Kurdistan and there are 
more dangef1 lurking in tbese mountains than you are aware of,' he 
ceneluded sententiously. 

There were certainty nsb that I did know about and I had proved 
lbe loyalty of these tribal guards on many oo::asions. They had gone 
with me on dark nights to arrest anned malefactof1 among Ihe coolies; 
they had kept the camp. caLm when the ceunlly was alarmed by a 
sequence of mysterious mUrdefS on the Baxian Pass to Pema, and they 
bad stood by me wben the Kurd! spoke bitterly of oppression at tbe 
bands of th. Baghdad Administration and of the indiffennce of the 
British to their weIfa~vtn thOngh I was the representative of those -" At that time there was mu~h unrest in the land. In 1930 and again 
in 1931 Sulaimaoiyab had risen under Sheikh Mahmud. In 1932 there 
bad heen fighting belween Sheikh Ahmad, chief of tbe tr ibes of Bar
zan, and a certoin Sheik1l R.uehid, a religious fanatic wbo. il was said, 
fought against Sbeikh Ahmad because of the latter', leanings toward. 
Christianity. I I i, true to say that both the combatant' were equally 
fanatical though of very divergent views. Sheikh Raschid had recently 
made his beadquanen in a village not far from my camp. He wu a 
man whom no one trusted. Perhaps it WlU only becallSe sOme of bis 
wounded men lttended my 'bospital' fOf treatment that he made no 
demomtration against me, tbough doubtless be bated me u an un
believer. His men came ofien enongh for their dressings, but the chief 
himseIf never visited me as most othen did. 

In Ih«e times of disturbance the worlonen in tb. camps were apt 
to get excited and even my most trusted men would occasionally run 
amok. Acertain 'tindal' ofa road gang OUe day drank mOrt than wu 
good for him in Diana village and a 6e= quarrel arose between him 
and an Arab soldier with wbom he was gambling. The workman pro
duced An automalic from the folds of his gaonents (though ;t wu 
&trictly again,t rules for anyone «cept an overseer to carry ,ueb 
weapoll$). H. fired and tbe Arab soldier fell dead. Perhaps it was 

". 
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atcideotal, perhapil noL He loudly .. CU$CId 10 P"" up his p llol whell. 
calIcd UporI, bul ItOOd there bnndishiDt it at the ucittd crowd. All 
old Auyrit..a ch&rt<d empty-banded atrai&bt for the dl1lnten mur· 
dera-, wlIo was 10 Iakm at-cl;: by this UlIexpected OD$lIU&bt thaI, 
thou*" be fired twice I.l>d wounded the A$Syrian. othen wae able to 
rush ill and disarm him. llIe m.i$creant was !Mil banded Ole!" to the 
police and It his trial ...... KnteDCed to. !OIlIIC'nD orimprisoomellL 

On anolber occas.ion • Christian OverseH '<nn! completely off flU 
head and ran wildly about Ihootia, with. pi.otol in aU diroctiolU. I 
had discoveml by lhis time thai an insubordinate man would often 
obey. sha rp word of com",.nd ahnost automalie&lJy, no malter 
whal he WI , up 10; but tbislime the o~ .. eer ftatly refused to a:i~ me 
his pistol. It looked 1$ though I might have 10 order the police to sboot 
to eliJahl. the cruy fellow. Fint, however, I t ried another plan. I 
ulked quieUy to him of irrelevant ml.llers, and Ihoup he seemed to 
be tatin,linle inteRll in what I was sayin, l wu able, while I talked, 
10 ICt dose to him.. SlIddenly I C&ughl hi. ann with • ju-jitsu &riP I 
hid learned ill my ",boolda)'$. II was "0 half.-.utC ud the .,0nU
ina pain of its applicatioll made him drop tbe pisIoL Fo mlllauty I 
..... Ible 10 hold him bdp1ess liB be was 1CCUlaI. 

Thou", ON bid frequent mi!l(lr troubles of this kind ill Ibe camp 
lhere was GeYer I aenera! disturban<::e. Nor did the Wlltike lribelmen 
around us once in 111Il10<< yean Ihreaf.On OUr _Ie. To !be south, 
IIOrtb and west tben: ... re clubes between !be uibet, and operltions 
by the Iraq Amr.y and !he R.A.F.;)'I:t our work remaU.ed inviolate. 
RelatiYely IpeakinJ, the road seemed to be I unauary of pe&ee in I 
lAnd of I~rmoil. 

For thil security I depended in large mellure on !be goodwill of 
,ueh inftuenti.almen ... Sbeikh Sayed Tab. and bmail Beg. Of oounc 
we were by no means unprepared for allaet, Ind could h,,.., put up 
quite' reasonable defeace ill an eme"lency, thaI miabl have served 
till help arrived. I had ;mplicit faith;n the loyally of my guardt: and I 
oould rely upon my .wr and cwo. on !he ~ty of !he coolies in Ibe 
eve,,1 or In outside aUJci; upon u.s. 

In order 10 .... t ~ safeguard thaI I reuonably oould I took 
especial pains 10 disoover wb.al risb SIIf1'Ounded US and wbat tribal 
feu.d!: might a1fcc:t us. So, following the aignitanl words of S'IC)'IUII 
&g CODOCtnJn, Ismail Be, and the enemy whoJOlliht bis life, I uked 
Hamid to tell roe evcrythina he: knew of !be &i.o.i.stu daD&t:r lhat bung 
over tbc young min. This ..... the IIOQ' told me by HarWd and !be 
""'tty, and cbec:tc4 u best I could !'rom such '''';If.OlI historical. 
lOCOunU of pon·war "venti ;n Rowandw: ... uiSL' 

It all bepn no doubt 10Dj Igo when the families ofRowanduz lint 
taw: way 10 bllred and revenge, and that mUSI blvo been, I think, 

, $coo oao Two y ...... '" KwdlsrQlt, by C:ap!I.iD W. R. Hoy. 
I" 
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wbal the first two Ku.,fuhmrn Jim:! lhcre togetbor. A. fal" af the 
pmont story l~ ~r, the .. rtiest _I)< of importance was 
p\.l.yed. on the old cataVl.ll road ..,......b.'" near BaW. There, ill 1911, 
$uayid Be& rather of lJmail Be, IDd Slrongost mall in all that "'cion • 
...... nll,rdem1. No one kru:w for cerllill who tl>e _ssin. were, but 
later e-mtts .eemed to point llll\i'lr at the family of the rival towns
"",n, Bawi! Agha. bllton Bea, It I .. , t, believed that tl, ts .... n Waf 

impueottd in the affair; his rlther', assassination planted in him • 
dcep haired of Bawil AJIIa and all bi. clan. Ism~i! Be; himself Waf 
liltle more thlD 1 boy, but the flames ofvcngeanoe were kept bumi", 
by hi, roothcr and hisllClr ",latiftS as is the Kurdish way. 

About this lime (thai is;n 1918, lhottly aner our Inny IIId OCICIIpied 
& p d'd), 1 few BritUh olIictn were ICIIt to RowaftdlU: to I>.ke conlrol 
then:. Tbcy tOUDd that for th_ yean the towmtnCn h:ld been ,IIIIOSI 
,tarviQ. ancr the Ruuians bad robbed and deserted the pl.:lc:e. H3mid 
told me how eagerly lhe new adminillrlltOl"l were welcomed whC1\ it 
WU found that they molesled no one, distributed food, and did Ih.;r 
best to lIleviate disttesa. 

A local forae of gendarmes was formed to kcep puce betweenlbe 
ttibcl of the district. IDd amonl jlf )'OIIIIg Kurdish ofIice,.., wu Nlln, 
...... of &wU AJh.a. 

'Nvri was al .... ys boadsuon. ; be takes orden from no ..... n,' IIid 
Hlllud. 

Certain ;1 is that the British officer in command of the mall police 
ro," fO\Uld him a dif!icult youth from the very beginning. One day M 
rdused to obey his oompany commander. The", _med 10 be no 
reuon for his insubordination until it was discovered that the Kurd. 
of Rowanduz were divided into two camps, a small one headed by 
Nuri, tbe other, Car IUII'r, by lsma.il Be, who by his boyish friendlinw 
bad oompletely won the approval of the British. B;uuly ~re the lwo 
CIlmpJ already opposed.. 

1'IIe position btcame 10 unpkasaat that it WIt deQdod to n-acuate 
!be IOWa IUId aYe it to iett\c iu OWD loca.l disputes. Nuri was lrr1:Ited 
and was to have boen wen to &tas, bIIt just at \hi: pIorty was ltartilll 
00 Its joumey throup. tbe JOIl'C, be made 1 violenl dJ"on and freed 
bimsdf from his C8pt01"1. SboulinJ his defiance, he ..... de good his 
etc:ape illto tbe hillI.. 

The British had been 10 popu!ar and had acted 10 differenUy from 
any power that had previously oceupied the town, that the people of 
ROWiDdIU: met together and .. nt I petition for their return. Followina 
upon thiI it WIlt decided to live tbem. second chance and !towandut 
wu ;lICh>ded within the adminillrlltiYe district of Captain H.y. 

When an adminisltator toun his distria il is the univena[ Eu\cn:l 
""'tom for all the held_n to come to ploy lbeir rupcc:ts aDd. offer their 
alIegiaacc. Yet when Capta;n Hay visitocl RowaDd~ ;1100II ~ 
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evident th. t !he faction .upportinl Bawil A&ha and hQ: 100, Nun, was 
,till da~rolJS, though tbe IIUljon\), of the tnwnsmen .. boleb.cattcdl)o 
f.YOu~ !he British Administration. II is true that Sa .. iI Aaha .. roe 
forward . nd ple:lded pardon for his fOIl. This wu &ranted provided 
Nun .ubmiutd and apolocized for his condl>Ct; but, .. hen the )'OtllIJ 
man nppea~, he came fully a rmed and defiant, and lhat Wit nOlu1>
minion. Nevcnhdcss, he 10'11 IIOt again ' rrested, but On a later 
oa:uioll when he was sent for to ~pon himself he VIlIished into the 
mounlai", and could no! be found. 

In justice let it be said thai II was tile bitter family a;rievallCQ mOR 
than any Id.ivc =tmeol of the new adrnirli$tralioo that lint dio
t:atod tbe stranp: actiom of IhIt obstiQlltc YOtlth. He resented the 
flienebhip Ihil had Ipruna tip between !he notables of RowandUl, 
ma ny of ... bom _re hit heRditafy enemies, a nd the Britisb oll'ic:en. 

A momentous event occurred whieb Canned thiJ jeaJotllY 10 I!a5.b
point : f llnail Beg, $liU adelicate and unlPuming boy of~jbleen, wu 
appointed Governor of Rowandul.. The a ppoiotment was made by 
Captain Hay acting in ac<lQrdaru:e Wilh tbe wishes of the: -.jority of 
the people. Perhaps it was unwUco 10 place a mere Lod in a po';I;OO of 
.1IdI respoolihility, bul Ibe nOllbk! poin led out thatlhis offia WLI 

bis by rijbt of hirth: his claims wcn: indisputable, he IIIU.I rule. Cer
u inly no nne seemed mOR popu.lAr, and from nurpoint o f view, U be 
"'U a Kwd of lbe Kurdt, a scion of be~itary rulers, no Olle seemed 
more likely to be I help to the Brititb in mal<ing lIIelf-jOveming Iraq. 
He had III inte]]i~""" ..... u lbove the a'""enJC and ... a aood Iio
auill. 10 addition to hit native Kurdish be col1/d speak Penian, Turk· 
ilb, Arabic; and English. Yet as a boy be had been ~ sheltered by biI 
mother and ~ neglected by his r.!her, the greal SlLIIyid Be" lhat he 
knew .U 100 lillIe of the busi neu of dealing wilh men and i""ginl lhe 
rnenlS of hil numerous advi",n. 

1\ must have been with ~rne milpvillJ that Captain 'h.y made the 
appointment, thoujb be c:ouJd telroely have Coreseen tbo uoubla thll 
_10 foUO .... 

"Ibc o:x:uion of ~ i ... ",watioo was historic yd; nminou.. AU the 
notables of Rowanduz were tben, and mOSI of the clIidWlII of.1I1-
rollOdio, districtt.. One by ODe they rworc III ~ upon ~ KMIII 
p\edainc their a.ll.gianoe 10 the YOU1IJ J(lvcrnor. II 10'11 ,1OI.m.tl oalh 
these cbien.ains took with alltbei r fellow-<:b.ieftaim III wi!De$$a. 

'From lhal time the word of lstnail Be, became Low; Aid Hamid . 
'And ~ it mUSI alwaJ'l be,' put io S'leymao Beg. 'Ten yean agolbal 

oalh was Iwom, and still i. ISJDaiI Bel obeyed. He h ..... id the road 
mUSI J(I on, there mU$1 be 00 inlerference. Has there been Iny? II nOI 
IIIe road a1mosl finished T lie corx:ludcd dl!l.lILlticaUy. (Ie the East the)' 
love 10 put thei( ttatcmeotl in 1M form of rhetoricaJ. questicOI.) 

'N_let US tell )'OII ... bal bappoocd al the end of the ~ony; J&i<.I 
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The Blood-Feud of R owandut 
Hamid. 'Af\u all the chiefs had $W9m their holy oath there wu oae 
wbo <;alI)e rOl'Wafd and opoke diffen:nt/y, Nun was DOt there, but hlJ 
rather, Ba";1 A&ha. was. When his turn C&<M "" laid his hand upon 
tbe boot o.od willi marted emphasis uttered Ihese~: " I will play 
fait by lsmaillka: as Iona: as "" plays fait by me!"' 

Thu ",,,,t ba ... been a te:ose momenl fOf the oIfu:iatina: ofIieer, All 
.yet tum q\lCStionina:lJ on the IlIaD whose reservatloa nullilia his 
oath. All IIIUI wonder wll.o.l will be the nexl incidelIt in lhil aJC-Old 
rinlry, fOf Ibe IlUSpiciOlll.D.d balred thaI lie belween lhis Sawil Aa;ba 
and Ibe )'<luna: ao"emo ... " well known. Yel few a:ucu bow com
pletely thai balred is 10 wrtcl: both Ibei. lives. 

Meanwhile Nuri steadily mused 10 offer his Iul>miuion 10 Ihe 
a:overnrn.nt, and for Ibe mwt part louked fir OUI of li&ht in the 
mOlllltailll where he wu believed 10 be intria:uina: with tbe powerful 
and recalcitrant Surchi lribe, He bad found a kiDdred Spiril io KlIidber 
A&ha Q( Kala oan, aDd IOgether tb_lwo plotted rebe:Uion, Nuri ooe 
day CaDle inlo Rowanduz and wu pI'O",ptIy am:ated and SCOI for trial 
to ArbiL He pul up a ,pritt<! dtfem:e, bul the .yj~ was too 'Iron, 
for !tim; i!lCrin>inati:\& !elten had been fOllIld in the bouse of Bawil 
A&ha o.od witnesses scat 10 ArbiI by lsmaiI Be, ,pote wordi that must 
condotmQ him. Captain Hay .... teDCed him to be taken to Bqhdad for 
imprilOOmMl, but oa tile ..... y the elusiYe Nuri 0fIQe apio made his 
aape, bavilla bribed two of the escort to btlp hint by shootinltbc: 
~I in c.bUJC-

He Ded. bat.k 10 his IQOWltains where his pre$UIoCC now eomtiluted a 
deftnite men'~, especially as Ibe ",bellion of 1920 was ju" then 
Ipreadinl up 10 the Mosul division from lhe SOUIIL Wilb Nuri all'lie 
once more il was certain 10 roach Ibe mountains of Kurdistan unlen 
IlepI were weo 10 make him hold his band. So Bawil A&ba was 
ICittd and imprilotled io Arbil, and I mes .. ", ...... ICIII to Ismail Be, 
I t Rowandl12. orderina; him to detain Nuri', four MOthe ..... 

The reporu of wbl followed are confI.ictin&- Hlmid did DOl teem 
10 blow, S'leymaa Be, coatra.di<:«:d bimself u be tried 10 expLaiD the 
affair. r.. Rowudlili JOOIC said that Nun's brotbcn resisled arr-cst o.od 
fired 00 l AIIIiJ lka" men, otben maintained tbat it WU I cue of 
deliberate murder in revcna:e. aDd ill tbe lipi 0{ former eveatl quite 
j ustifil.bk. Tbe fact remaiDI thai rwo 0{ the brotl\.m were tilled, the 
other two __ peel.. Was il u.. zeal of the )'OIIDI admiDittritor in 
carryinl out his illlttuttions II whatever _ that led 10 tb.iI blood-
1Ihtd, « was it tbe ura:e once qaiD Q( the old f&.mily fflld? 

To make matten worse, Nuri', infant IOD died ofa fever, 100 some 
Mid tile clUld had been tilled duriq I 1tIn:.b of Nuri', bouse. Tbis 
evil n.unou. IClVcd to brina; ,till funher OOIIdelUDltioo on b mlil Beg 
wbo DOW be&I.D. 10 be lpoken of 81 Ute inltrwneDt of I rulblcsl I nd 
infidellOvcrnmenl. 
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The Blood-Feud of Rowanduz 
Nun, hidden in the ioaccessible country of tbe Surchi, ploUed ~o

gean<::e. He became. Jack-o' ·!.antero, seeo bere and there in the dark. 
ness of the Kurdish Dight patrol1in3 the gorges I.IId ",ngillg the passes, 
erossi'41 the rivers none knew how, !trilcing swift blows at the go""m
ment forees and vanishiog into the hills agaio. There seems 00 doubt 
thaI Nuri with his fellow_spirit, Khidher Ag/ta, were the leaden of the 
mysterious party thaI attempted 10 murder Captain H ay in the 
Rowandu~ Gorge, as I have lold in • previous chapter. 

Rebellion, which had been simmering for months, nOw finaUy burst 
fortb in Kurdistan. Nuri Bnd the brigands of Spilik joined the "'bel 
forceJ of the Aqra district and marched on BaU$. ReTe Captain 
Lymington with only a hund",d men fought a fierce battle against the 
wbole ",bel force. He held his Own until he was treacherously atlacled 
in lhe rear by the supposedly loyallribes of Sb"'lla.wab, when witb Ihe 
remnant of his gendarme!! he bad to retreat to Arbil. 

The isolated position of the smaU force at Rowandu:/: was now des
perate. A large band of the Surchi advanced on the place, and the 
terrified townsmen fted. Ismail Beg, who had altempted to otganUe 
some sort of. resi$tanee, had at length to evacuate the town. He l lO 
the few British officers stalioned in Rowanduz wetf. only saved from 
caplUtf. by the action of Sheikh Mohammed Agha, chief of lhe Bald: 
tribes, who senl ao escort 10 bring them 10 his headquarters at Walasb, 
near Ibe frontie, in the Rayal VaUey. Evenlually they reached Atbil 
aller a circuitous journey via Rania to the southward. 

It was B long and difficult trek buI they were nol mole.sted o n the 
way. I t was said thaI filly rifies were stolen from th~ party one ni&ht 
by Mil Mohammed Amin AgIta of DergaJa. o.:.ubtless these would be 
very u .. fuJ for the ibe~-8hootjng and the lheft was, by Kurdis.h 
standards, bul a fair price to pay for the safe conducI of the party 
through hi. laods. 

'Besides,' he explain~ to me years later with a twinkle in his ~, 
wben I sal in his guesl-room, 'it was for tbeir own .. fely. They .... ere 
much le$s likely to be attacked if Ibey had no rifies to a rouse the 
(upidity of tbe tribesmen!' 

The formidable Surch.i oeeupied Rowanduz and even threatened 
Arbi!. This was the day of Nuri', triumph. He stood. uodisputed 
master of Rowandw: at last. A gallanl leader was Nuri, brave, desper_ 
ate and. implacable; yet not even in the heigh! of his success was be 
able 10 gain a vestige of lhal popularily tbat nover wholly descned 
Ismail Beg. Bawil Agba and Nuri ruled in Row.ndu~, but they were 
king!: without IiUbjecu, for Ihe populace bad fled. 

Meanwhile the rebel tribesmen, leaving Bawil Agha and Nuri 10 
hold Rowanduz if they could, wenl off 10 Ibreaten Ibe towns of the 
p lains. BUI they wen unable to hold the g:round tbey had already won 
even tbough lhe Brilish troops had been withdmwn 10 assist ill quel-
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Th~ Blood-Feud 0/ RtJwanduz 
Iin& the vavt _ in the IOUtb. III their lust fllr loot 1M SlIrcbi 
decided to atuct an Assyrian refllp camp llear MO$UI.. It WQ III 
evil day far them, and a notable line far tile refugees.. The Auyrians 
had luffered yean of perMCUtiOll, both bcfoR and after they Iud lell 
their bomoland ill Tu.key to filht for the Allies, Illd tliey weR desper
lte mell well armed oace mo.e. They came fOM and pallnced Upall 
tho SIiRhi hOlt with a violenu tbat d.ove the Kllrds bad: over the 
Zab. Grelt was the loss to the rebell, lIot ollly ill the battle itself, bllt 
I.!to in the swift .... ters of the rivtr. So .kiltul were the hill tactic. ilnd 
10 bril.Jjant the victory of tbe Auyriana It a time when the Britilb 
lOfdy needed help that Lbey """"' at 0""" tnrI)lled ... Le"Y troop'
ADd tbey rem"ill..! 110 throupout the JIIbseqlltllt admillistratloa of 
the Mandate. 

Meanwhile Rowandlll_ in the bandsoftbeerat'IDy Ullt!'!, a I havt 
d""";bed in an earlier chapter, it WQ apin O<alpied by the British 
and the rebellion cru.hed. Ismail Be8 returned, but not a Governor. 
To mnltate him wu considered too dangerous. Thus it Clmt about 
th.t Sheikh Sayed Taba of tbe Turkish provinces to lbe no.lh, who 
1110 held lands Dea. RowandlU., wa appointed in his place. These IWO 
in1Iuentiai Q)!:Jl were friendly and beld the same idtals for Kurdiltall, 
10 thaI this appointment ...... nOIIike1y to ltir up any fresb feud. 

Nwi capirulated and .. u pardoDed and liven a comm.issiop in the 
Iraq police.. The authorities, however, dared not post .bim neat 
Rowandlll ",hom his penonal affairs would certainly iIIttrfere with 
his dilly. On this _nt DeVer 0_ dllrin, lIlY four yean in Kurdistan 
did I meet this nun about wbom I heard 10 nuny 1I0riel. He _ 
evidenlly a brave Ind daria, ~b ... o;te. and I shollid ha ..... IlUIdc his 
acquaintance bad il been possible. I was especially iaterested in lbe 
unruly KurdiSh penooalities lDd wollld willia&ly ha ..... IlUIdc an 
attempt to patch up the old quarrel. 

In truth, for nuny yean, the 1I0J'llI c:louds of the feud hid been bill 
a fliftt mist on the horizon. 

'Ptt.b&ps', said some, 'the ... bole llfair will be forgocle!l.. 1$ID&il Be, 
..... but a boy ... ben Nuri', b.others were tilled. He has since repined 
all biI old in1Ioox:e ..,d is a ~ notable of Rowaod~ JW 
enemy lives far ... ~y. The feud is 11mshed.' 

I uked Hamid wlut he thou&ht about it and ... bether, after 10 many 
yean of qlliescena:, the felld milbl not Iapre. 

'Ismail Be, might forgi ..... perhaps, b~t Nllri, never l' replied Hamid 
in tOfte$ of crisp conviction. 

Nor il it tbe Kllrdish w:ay to forli"" or forze!; and that is wby Iamail 
Be, \r1I""Ued under the protection of his armed body&U&rd. 

Tbere were btown to me other KIlrdI wbo wOllld never leave their 
bOlDel WIInIIcd. Mil Moblmmed AmiD. AP .... 01IC oItbEse. On 
ODe oc:cuion I uked .bim if be lI'Ould c;are III _ with me to ICC a 
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The Blood-Feud of Rowanduz 
new bridl" that bid just been completed. H~ a=pt<d eaaerly, tar it 
IIIUIIt mllCb to lbcso Kurds to ride at the thriniua: lpeed of thirty 
mikI an hour alo", the bewra moulltain-si<k !bat ~ bad hilbeTto 
COYeRd 10 Ilowly OD fOOl Of 011 mule-back.. 

All alwIys, the clUeftaio came ruDy atlDed with pistol, riCe and -. 'Why can't you tnlvelullarmed as 1 do?' I dtm.nded 'Leave your 
riOe behlad. No one illOinl to altact you..' 

'In my day: be a!Uftnd, ' I hive killed many mCll, There are 
eoemles wbo would late lilY life.' 

'W.O, anyway, tbey WOO'I till you while you are drivlll, with mo.' 
'You do not eVCII yd know Kurdistan,' laughed the old teamp, 

qujt~ pfOud or the violent waY' of hi$ land. "They witt Iboot bolh of III 
iflhey Wlal to. But don't lake me if you thiuk you'd be uosafe your
telf1' 

'Ob well, bri", a machine-gun if you lite,' I laid. 'lC We bave a 
puncture il mi,tlt _ as a t}=-Ie=: and off we went totether, a 
ItnIIIl"ly assorud pair of joy-ridel'l. 

Mir MM·m ...... Amin AJha was a 6eroe-1oolrillJ old chap, but 
frieDdly by nature and 1 caMot bdievc be really bad IIlI.IIY .... mitt.. 
Yet be llkcd me to !hint: be had, and he and hi. rille -..ere iaSCJ*1lbie. 
It was always by his side as be .:icpt ..-beD be lta~ a niPI oo:asiOD
ally al my rouab bowe---cucb was the ia"lriable vigiIInoe of the tribal 

' ""'-Many of thc quam:1s between these primitive folk ItOK OUI of 
almost nOlhioa- An imapDUY grievance mighl let • feud aIi,sbt, at 
finl~ed On wilh IIlUl'b bombasland neUe and littlo elK, bILt .0 ...... 
times leadinl ultimllely to viol.ot deeds. I found that Ihue was one 
certain Wly of mlltilll a KILrd forget his 1= serious qU&rre~. \\'al 
by ridicILle. These people have a strong sewe of humour and !augbler 
will C\If'C maoy evill. 

l.d me recount the Ilk of the d.u- between Tau6q Aghl and hi. 
re!ali ... (lhuffat A&hI of the nut villaJc· 

The qlll-eni _.De<! the hand or. K unfu,h prilIcesI. all clipblc 
widow rmowaed fOf her WILly and her wulth. Eaeb of the two men 
6cn::cIy dtnlandtd the lady aM Ihrcateued to till his rival. Tbo quarrel 
assWlled IIucb proportions that the tribes wue OD the point of con!iel, 
and I mOIC ILnplel.saDt aIId danBerollllilWl.tion had arisClI which illler_ 
fem! OOIISiderably with the .dmillistnltiOll of the distric1. EadI of the 
cl"im"nll cndeaVOlll'ed 10 get officialllllClion for hiI rrwrial"; the 
idea heinl thaI if the other toot up arms be .... ould then be oonsidcrtd 
a ",bel &pi",1 the lOvmm:<ent and find himself In utra difticultiel. 
The priaCUI benetf..,ems to have had 110 choice in lbo m.atter ; perhaps 
Ibc was allowed. nODe; perhaps she Iil<td hting foucht over. Doubtless 
the whole affalr pve her much f.minine glory Ind presliac· 
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The Blood-Feud oj Rowanduz 
Each man ;w.erted SO vQCiferously that he would murder tbe other 

that somethiDg had to be done about the matter. 
With the utmost secrecy the Political Officer in charge of the district 

$001 to bolh parties and asked them to attend atlhe Serai at Arbil on 
a certain date at a given time. Neither knew the other had been 
summoned. 

TaufigAgha arrived first as had heen arranged and was told he must 
wail a lillie before...,ing the Offieer. Meanwhile Ghuffar Agha turned 
up and was put in another room. T hen hy different doon (both oow 
of course di.l<1rmed), they were ushered into Ihe presenee of Ihe 
Po~tieal Offieer. To their consternation, they came face to face. 

'You two are just a pair of braggans: s-aid the En&lishm~n. 'Because 
you bolh happen 10 want the !arne wOman you go about boasting 
whl you will do if you meel, and up$Olting the whole counlry. Well, 
DOW you've met aDd we'll see what bappens. I have bere two loaded 
pistols. You are to be taken to opposite rorDen of the rourlyard out
side and each gi~ ooe of Ihem. You can then shoot away at each 
other until only one of you is alive 10 claim the lady.' 

He tumlld to two policemen who were standing at attention by tbe 
door. 'Show these gentlemeo to Ihe courtyard. " .... ordered a mule-
00_10 be reldy to ta.ke lbe dead one back to his village,' he added. 

The rivals looklld sheepishly al each other and al Ibe pistols. A duel 
in the Parisian maDoer was not tb.ir idea of the affair at all. 

'But _ can't be eJtpoc1ed to f4!bt: s-aid Taufig Agha. 
'Certainly nOI,' agreed Ghuffar Agita. 
' It i. our men who must fight. We doo't have to fight each other,' 

Ihey added in unison. 
'Will you take the$O pislols Or not1' the Officer demanded. 'No? 

WeU, don'l come to me any mOre wasting my time. If I hear anything 
furtber of Ihis affair I shan tell the lady just wbat sort of cowardly 
humbugs you both 're. I guess she will bear of it in any case.' 

The Iwo grinned and then laughed and ~nt off quite happily to
gether to settle tbe matler in some mOre amicable fashion. 

Thu. could such ,mall quam:l$ be disponed, but not SO tbe feud of 
lsm.ail Beg and Nun where there ~re dead men to be avenged 00 both 
""'-
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CHAPTER )(.lX 

The Fate of a Kurdish Chieftain 

I ,maillk, was always a cheery visitor, he WI. no misanthrope. Nor 
indce<.l are the Kurds in ,Meral. 

I f the reader bas not already SUlpccted it, let m. NY here Ihat l lJq 
WI, not a Land of aU hardship and SOn'OW, neilber for the Kurds,!be 
Arabi, nor the 8rililh officials who 1I'O,i:cd lbere.. Far from iL The 
Arabi from I lOcia] poinl Dhicw are vivacious IlId aa;omplisbed,ll!d 
the mode", lownatrlll!, whether as host or pst, is the most entertain
in, fellow ODe could wish to meeL He Jc:r.a a pmc of ctrds-for I 
dc<:enl ltat-nd is by 110 means as tcclOWas tbe Konn. illStrulU. 
He may oppose the British ill priDcipie (by DaIUre b. must always 
oppDIC 5DIIICOnc) but fIX aU that he is I most UUlIWOrtby frieDCi to 
those .. hom he likes. 

Tbc Kllrd, be'n, I hiUman, is a little differeDl--mono reso ..... d. mIn 
of a St:ot in disposition. He is less of I bon "riMlr than the Arab, yet he 
loves I joke, .specially it it is apinst him$df or hi! .-.oc. He iI_ 
thillj of a mYltic, somethiug of I philosopher and fatalill; once .. 
friend, h. i. eWn a truer friend than the A rab. He is no fool eilher. He 
loUowl the world with _hnrp eyes aJ)d takes I keen inICrest ill all 
modern dew:IOprDCnU of science alld iodllStry, backwt.rd and primi
tiw: tbouah his own land m.oy be. 

H • ...,. I wal nOl IUrprised when, duriD, In ettDiq of hi. quiel but 
c1istiDCtly iutdkctllal company, I$I!IIilIk& turntd !be oonw:rsatioll to 
!be pro~ ot .. ireless telcgnopby and broadcutin, in ACenl rem.. 

' I wonder wbetber, while you are nil Ja. ... in Eql'..s,' be said, 
')'011 would \oot tIX' wireless &CI rO! _1 1 am told there are _ 
many broIIdcosli from Europe and from Turkey and Russia. llho111d 
n. espa::iaUy to bear thole from Eragland.l c:aa speak En.&J.ilh aDd [ 
could listeD 10 the DeWS and 10 your Western music. It would be. put 
bIcui.n& to me because, as I exp«:t you luve beard, I U$Ut.IIy lit ~p 
mOSI of the Dight: 

I knew hilrusou for this; he fell he was more likely to be altaeUd 
at lIight and to mil" be especially 011 guard !ben. 

'I ,hall be only too pleased 10 bring I wirel." tel bid: with me: I 
all.l_ud, 'though. I t.ar tb ... may be IlmOIl insuperable dif!kuJtie5 
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The Fate of a Kurdish Chitftain 
in Jdtins illo WOI'k in a pi..,. like R01mIduz.. Tell me.1houp, wby 
must these midnipt vigil. and thi. ~nt feud of youn SO oo? 
Surely you CO\lld come to some agreement wilh Nun I' 

IUllail Bes wu filent for a momenl, Iben slowly shook hi, he.d. 
'I fcar thai i, impossible,' ~ said with brevity, and I did not 

question him further. 
So it came abollt that J hunt£d London fOf a suitablo ~ 

ra;:o:i ...... No <UJI probkm e:itbc:r. A$ it .... to be used a thousaDd 
mileI from the DtafUl broadcast Jtation, the SCI mllSt be Ible 10 
re<;e:i"" "'orl wa_ I, wdl as the IonS and the modium baDCIs. This 
lIlIould give it every cbance ofpickina: up .... hal ~ttle was on the air so 
fIT from the centre of thinp. AI.., it was no usc considerina: I 'mailll' 
let, ,ince Rowandu bad no ele«ricallupply. i knew therefore Ihal it 
bad to be a 'battcry' reoc;""r, yet wU O.IIly too well aware thai bal
ttries would Nn down rapidly ia the =~ly hoi __ !bee. M_ 
over ~ $<:1 must be portable and rtrona:enoup to IIIalld Iona:joumeys 
on m~bed. if necessary. 

Fonunatdy I hlppm to bc • wirelcss ealbusiast. I bcptl u a boy of 
IMI"" wben, usinl • Ip..-k coil and lbc d~ known as I cob ..... r 
(consisting es$Cntillly of iron filings in a a:Jw lube), I suo;cecdcd io 
makina: a bcll rinl at a distance of fifty yud$. a\er I used 10 ltell oul 
at nia:J!1 and lillhroup the midnia:Jlt bon .. III I hay-loll: with head
phones and • crystal deteetor patiently li,leniaJ; for Mone liaws 
from lhips al -. which Mre eben j U$l bca:ianU>l to &dopt wirtlcsrI:. 
Haw little did I dream u I diligeally lran_ibed the <Iou and dashes 
that some day I "'auld be demonsntinJ wireless music 10 lbc un
limed people of KurdiJtanl 

AllcnJlh I made DIY choice of a reociver for bmail Beg. II was one 
0( the first of the luperhetcrod}"tlc seu thlt I re now SO popular. They 
~cd;1 the ' lupcMixt)' portable' because, used LIIywbcre in Erla:JI n4, 
it was said to reocive AlIt)' statiOlll.' Whether, ia the land to .... hit:h il 
wu 10 be wen, it would ~ lily ,tation 1110 sc.:med to me to be 
vay probkmalil:al. In dd"crenoc to DIY early c:nthllliulXl ;1 was • 
'home c:omtnK:tor'. tel·, and before I 101 !be boK of compoocaU to 
Kurdistan I found I bad 10 pcmwIc !be vario .... eustoros uthorities 
that nOne of the parU wa.!. secret reocptaclc for 'hashisb'. To make 
quite $\lre of this • ~ou' official broke open one of lhe val"",. I WJ.I 
fllrious, bul fortunattly was able 10 repl&oc the part in Beyrout. 

The upshot of il aU wu thai my bo~ of m)'ltcties in iu heavily 
padded _ 6naIly anived back with me 10 my i>eadquarltl1l in the 
Benerini Gorse- As I drove aIonJ: lbc last IIfeIcb 0( road 00 which tbc 
_n wen: still WOTkins !bey Ibook tbeir ben and "'oods in the air ia 
Wl:1co"",. I h&d been .... y four months and fdl dad 10 be back amona: 
tho old faces apia. We bad worked toFlbcr 10 long thai I tile_ 

'It ...... t Iioa<ribed in tho IJo1,olw MopV-. 
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lIW'ly all the workDIeD individually and f'CCCIpzed them u I dl'OYC 
put. Then: ..... 1 Allab Dad, IlIdiau fiuer, lI'inninj as he Ilwa" did, 
~ \lIIplca$allt his job migbl happctl to t.e---. ",ritable CUDp 
DiD; then: """n: KcrilD and Mahmoxl worltina ...... "lI'ith th~ roariII& 
drilII jlllt as the meet ... vvies wen: <loin, ill KcnJ.i.nItOll wben I kit 
EDtJanci; theft ..... Simoon, the ArIIlcnian IIrphan who had been 
rearM by. Kurdish ,""oman, lolling by biI air-<:OIIIplUIO\' quile WI
miDdflll oflhe fallinl oil-puge-jusl as usual. Yes, it wu load to be 
bade. Even lhe air-compreuor itself -.wed ... old frimd, 110 101lier I 
machine bUI all llli .... 1 with rudimelltlry tellSes aDd intelligence, 10 
oneil had I healed its ailments. The Kurdish chi.f. and h1'llail &1 all 
came 10 wclo;ome me, to.sk questions a\>Oul Eoaland and tell me Ibe 
local """",. 

AI ror Ihe wi",lC$.$ ",I, I mew there was goinSIO be lOme difficulty 
in F ttin, it to work:. To livc it every chance I put up throe aeriab, a 
IIIort one ~ tbe roof ot my mud-house., I lOCOod strelCb.iDl o."r 
the river to I dar+balu (oak) cree b.ilh on the OpposilO bank, &Dd. 
dnally one of lied wire, ODe thousand fect 1011& wb.icb lloped down 
from the rocla where the eqlts perched away up the lIlOuoWD-lide. 
JI ..... laIC lUD!D>C' and tbe hi&h tc:osi .... batteries wen: alfa,dy rapidly 
detcrioratilll ill the heal IS I bad expected. But they aill had I .U;t.' 
ill them .., I c:harpd the aQ;:umulators from the li&htioll)'ltem of the 
car_it was the only Wl.y I could tb.ink of~ c:on .. ~ up. I 
twitched 0" a"d twiddled the btobs-while bmail Be, 1I0Dd eagerly 
b,. 

I bad thou",t till the .. that I knew the wont about alfllosp/lerics, 
but never haVi! I heard such 110;50$ as tbe ',\.ail<:' of those Kurdish 
mountains. I found, .nermaoy trials, thal,hort _yes wcn: I_liable 
to be hloued OUI hy these di.lUrhaDOeS, and for Ibat evening we COn
cenlfllted on tbem. At length the fint musk: came thtoulh, continu_ 
ously inlerrupted by crackles .... d explosions, hilt m..ue nevertbeZeIS. 

HalIIid arlnoed wit.b delight .nd Ismail Be, came IQ"OSI to _ bow 
it ..... done. 

'We must let tIM: tribal eme!. hur tlili,' he WeI. 'It Il'iU amU$e them. 
..... t1y.' 

N"1&b1 after Dia:bt I worm!. .... y II tlw MO, tryiq to iIDpt"OYe tIM: 
..-ptioa.. III tilllC """ beard DC&rly ~ry statio!! ill Europe.. I had 
8CIfCdy bopod to receive the Englisb stations wbith were two 0t0utaDd. 
miles 011", bIIt .... heII conditions .. ~ fa>'Ourable,la~ It Di&ht after tile 
biJ tnnsmittus of oe..tni Europe bad clO$Cd down, the En&Jish prQ
grammes came leili." througb $eICoely. SurprisioliY moolh the bat 
ItatiOll ...... one "'b .... usefulDess was II WI time mIlCh dcbl.!ed by 
&glilb UI\e1Ier.-tbc: Lorulon Natiooal. 00 261·6 mClres. 

Sil Bell cltimed fe>rtb loudly, aDd I SCI lIlY clockJ accoroillJly, and 
my rap.mllllira cmr.' C>f Arab .. Kurds, Persi ..... IDd Ibe fel t worked by 
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EDgiish time. If J failed to hear Big Ben, Italy filled in the deficiency 
aDd tbe pnp did not worry. Even bad my calculations gone wrong 
and gi~en Ihern an hOUT'S extra duty by mistake, I doubt if tbey would 
have grumbled, SO willingly and cheerfully did they always wOTk. 

At that time Ihe short_wave broadcasts from England were generally 
inferior in reliahility and strength to those from France, Germany and 
Holland. That was before the Empire Broadeast system got going 
properly. Today British listeners in remote parts of the world can, 
with luck, receive a LondOD programme by day or by night; and wilen 
the eccentricities of these wa"es are finally ma.o;\erro the isolation of 
many a wanderer in distant land, will be made more bearable. 

From a technical point of view the reception resuU. in that deep 
mountain valley were very interesting. Through the good offices of. 
friend in the B.B.C. I was able 10 contribute an oo::."ional report On 
the reception of G5SW, at that time the ooly British shoTt-wave broad
east tT8I1$IDlUer, then still in its experimental stageS. I was informed 
thaI the reports coming from all the widely scattered band of Empire 
listeners throughout tbe world were of some help to the H.H.C. 
authorities in their planning of the present system of Empire trans
mi"iollS . Speaking for mystlf and the others in lonely places, on farm, 
on trawler, on lighthoU$C, in distant seas, in polar land. or tropical 
jUngle, at least I hope so. We art; grateful that in return we, the out
poslS, have not been neglected. 

Sometimes, on ranging the short-wave band all I could get was the 
London-Sydney telephone servic:e. The Australian run-holder speak
ing to England would have been surprised to know that his conversa· 
tion could be heard in the unknown mountain' of Asia. (With later 
systems it is now impossible to heaT the actual words of a radio tel .. 
phone call.) Wireless had ccrtaiJlly gone ahead since tbe days when the 
'coherer' detected electric wa_ at a distance of fifty yards from the 
transmitter. 

When the Ktmls first heard of the mysterious box that brought 
noises from the air in unknown languages they came from near and 
far to see and hear for them .. I,<$. Hamid had spread the news with 
much gu$lO (he always liked to acclaim my doings), though he bad to 
apologize that the box usually produced music of the poor Western 
\'Briel)' only. It was not often that I could tune in to the Turkish 
staliolU that gao;e the 'chulgi' which would wreathe these Kurdish 
faces in smiles of real approbation. 

All Eastern peoples are great lovers of music of their own peculiar 
sort. In order to learn somelhiDg of Kurdish mU$ic I have sat by the 
roadside wbile tbe 'shjmshar' or lIut .. player played me his melodies
the IOn !ODCS of the love song. the gay trilling romance, Or the martial 
pllop of battle; and it was all in that mY'lic, melancholy scale of 
quarter_tones that the S.Dake cbarmen use. 
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The Fale of a Kurdish Chieftain 
If the Kurds did aot tbiM. much of our Wa leI'D millie (and they 
~ will), I' leul tIIey wao: enlr1DDCd with the DO~lty of bearina 
the voic:ea from the air. 

It was known 1"-' the bat or the noises wen: to ~ heard l.~ at 
ni&bt, 10 my ¥Wton alwa)'l' camt prepared. to I Lly iD or about my 
camp WIllI tbinp Wffe ready to hlppm. After they bd once enjoyed 
the eouru.inmcnt !hey invariably a.sled if they miJht 10 1t000e ... d 
brin, their linle 10111 to li'ten 100. 

Try and imatine the niptly occne in the wild IOfF where tbe 
crowdin, roc:kI f. r ave,bead bIOI out half thc Il.Irl;1 $lcy. A fire blues 
in Ihc COrner of Ibe room; round it I re Kated. few of my Kurdish 
guuts, their Jooa rines piled against Ihc wall, their eyes wide with 
utonilhmcnt 1.$ I turn the knobs of the instrument on the table and 
IOmetimes millie. 5Omc:times words in In unknown ll n811li¢ and 
$Ometimea e&Npliltin, atmospherio:s come fOl"lll, u the JIM of Ihe 
mounuinl d-.. 

'How many daya' ride hal thai voice <:orner uk. one ebic! (aU 
dis\.llK:a in KurdistI.D are _koDed U 10 many bolin' mardi Of &0 

many days' ride). 
'Oh, _bout . hu!!dud days' ride wilh rut horseI,' I reply. 
'ADd how I0I\l haJ the voice takell on thejOl%n>C1T 
'1..Qs time than it !likes yon to blink you. eyea.' 
'W&lLah l' adai", till: wIIole company, wilh that univ=al III. 

muninl epithel, IIId ppe with open moulh •• t this mlrvel. 
Ostenlibly to dUro"". whillbey ~ ke best, thOllgh IItCRtly, I confess, 

for my own ,mIlKment, I switch the dill. from JIItion to .arion : 
Berlin, Viennl, Ma.cow, Madrid, each in tllm, _mini tOltk;k tolny 
linJle propmme.lbis IInforgivablc .in, 10 cb ... cterisliI: o fthe wire
les.s 'fin'. is qllile ove.looked by the Kllrds, thOllgh I mo. e ciyilized 
ludience would doubtless hive thrown lomethina It me. 

At lenath I turn 011 lhe attractive voice of the IIdy ann ouncer at 
Rome, clUJ" Ind melodious. 

'Ahal' 11)'1 Mohlmmed Amio Alba, ' ,ncr &/llb<re', nothina ~kc 
the lOund or I )'0\1111 woman', voice.' 

'With as many wi_ as you have I shollkl have tbought you WOIIld 
have Wed of WOlllUl', voas,' I reply, for be Iw halfl d~ or 10. 

'Never; be 1JUwtn, 'though l am SOfT)' lOSt)' I am gdtinllO bean 
ok! ....... IIOW,' and be lhakes bis bead wilb I II)' aria at the ampIDy, 

baWl Bea took the radio to Rowand~ to m;.ve the monotony of 
his mid.rript v\aib, aod I went and IUcd it up for hico. Untort\llllldy 
it proved lII0I1 dilI'>eult to !ceep worltin&, 1lIIII,m.all troubles that tlmw 
Ibe 5CI 0111 of order wen: alWIY' ariililg. Moreover. tbe problem of 
keepina the bancriel charged was • mO$l. seriOUI one. I wenl to 
Rowaoduz when I could and did all that was poAible 10 keep the 
tbina going. bllt even so, onen enough il refused to work. ,,, 



~ Fate of a Kurdish Chieftain 
Y C'I il wu well worth while bringing IhAl 00% of IrOI>hle 10 KurdiJtln. 

011 tho$e CV'tD.iDp wbcD 1Il my eiroru f'ailed 10 bri", forth &IIy deceOI 
I'O$pOIOSe from 1M air Ismail Beg said, 'Well, never mind,' &lid would 
talk 10 me of Ihe aft"ain of his people, as be ~ to do. lbusllearoed 
much of 1M I11I.II and of his country. 

'Uttle by lirtlc M $hall &d whal M need in Kuroutan if only you 
BritiI.h will help,' he would say. ·Si ..... you came we Ire It last COinl 
ahead, but it you CO aDd lea..., us 10 Our fate whal have M 10 hope for7 
Not o~e of our nei&bboun will help III, lhey seem rather 10 wilh 10 
biDder our proJRSS. Kurdistan should be 10 the Middle East as 
Switzerland ilto Europe,. unall bUI inviolable neutral State. Instead 
we are partitloned among thne nationl who an: 001 of OUT raee or 
ia!lJU&ae and eare lillie for our welfare, and are always layina trap' 
[Ql III as the Persians did for Simco. 

-rake Turkey, for inltanoe, and wmpare their fine words with thtir 
actual deedl. In order 10 gaiD our support aner the Arabi revoltoo 
apiut the olel Turkish Empm in 1917, Ihi$ was tbe sort of proc.lama. 
tioa thai WU diltributod round Mount Ararat and Julamerk 10 the 
ItOI"tb. Copies C\'eII reacbcd R<lWUlduz. TlI.IISlat£d inlo £o&Iish lhU: 
is what the procIarnatioo .. ys. Elcuse my literal traruJatloo: 

• ' 'CoUl<TJ;nnN, 
• '1'bc TIlrtilh Republlcan ~t is of eatin: &lid definile 

IJRUDC1It as rqanU the introduction of the nca:ssitic:!l of c:hilizatlO1l 
in our beloved country (I\lrkish Kurdistan). 

• ' 'Your ro&dJ orill be constructed. Your viUa., IDCltownt win, io 
a short time,,,,: the railways. Your childre:JI will not be len without 
lObool. and teachm.. Your family will become most aJad and happy 
in a ~althy protpcril)'. Security and law win inuease the wu.l!b o[ 
your country. 

• ''The life, properl)' and honour of Our countrymen are UDdtt Ibe 
Ii_ &lid real protection of the law of the Republic. Those who 
commit Ill)' oirellCe ap.in.st il win make themsel_ liable 10 .eriOIll 
&lid eontinUOut puf"J1li1 and ,.,;n be punilhed ";Ihoul mercy. All 
allcl:tlpta .1 disloyalty,.,;n be Nonod out at oaa: withoul baviDa; the 
kist chatIee of .......... 

• "AU ofIiciaJo an: charpI .. itb the duty of ldQptlol &lid min). 
duan, tbese J>rOII<I'lb lor the bappiDeu and JIfO'PCI ily of lIw: people." 

'Ap&r1 [fOOl the thrull it ,ou.nb: well,' said lsm.ail Belo ' bul doer; 
Turkey pilI I<ICb 6M priOl:ipies into pndice1 Where .re the fOIIcb: 
&lid the raihrrt,,.. in Turkish Kurdiswt 7 Why an: there destilute Kurd. 
ish relu,"" COII1iq from Turkey p\eadirIJ: [or help7 Why canaot!be 
AM)'rilnl return to their old homes in the H,kki&ri mountains it the 
Turb an: " loleranl u they claim 10 be? 

'So much for the Kurdish pro'liDCe$ in Turkey; and lhe conditlon 
of atrain ;'00 belltt in the Penian part of our land. The .. the Kurda 
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are for«d to wea, .tnage DeW haa--.s if lhIt in iuelf would make 
thell'lloyal hniallll1berc hal been a war over ~ _ hal:l. Yes. 
you lI).Iy laucb, but there h&s actually been a war about batsl OIl. 
Kwdish chief. were ruthIcssIy kill£d or imprisoned for faili", to lI'eU 
the ol6ciaI bat. You have tIId Khonhid A&b.a.chiefofthe H lU"ke. He 
wu a pcaccI\Il chief, yet he and many other poOr Kurdt have been 
tilled by Ptt$ian lroo", in rtoemt mouths. Sheikh Sayed. Taha, who 
was foolish enouab to enler Persia Ia5I year, will !leVel" COllie bad<. 
from his Clptivity there. E""n your British power ClnDot help bim 
now.' 

'Anyway,' I $aid, 'you must adroit that the Kurds I"t a fai r deal 
froll'l l r.q.' 

'Yes, for the lut few yean we have been better 01'1" thin ever before, 
bYt now tn.t the Mandate is coming to an end, petty illjusUcq ond 
r.cial hltreds Ire cretpipg in again. For instlna:, strife i. bei", .tirred 
up bclWUII the Kurdt and the Auyrians to try and llUie UI till ClCh 
other. We live pretty peaceably together when we're let aton,"' 

'00 you mean that Assyrians and Kurds could reaDy lift in the 
same eouDtry without destroying each otherr I queried. ~'I ItOI 
lhe popular impres.sioll.' 

'WIleR ebc hi"" !be Assyrians lived for a:nturics but in KurdisUn r 
WU his u~bIe reply. 'We are mucb lin them in mlDy ~ 
and we aU spelk Kurdish. Have you heard lhIt a petition has been 
takea throu&h KurdisWl askin& all Mohlmm"".n, to &clare a bely 
war on the Auyrilll' ? That petition was brouaht by a man fmm 
MOJul. He WII the al"ot of Il politicaJ. party ill Baahdad. W e o f 
Rowllldul und.mood. its evil purpose a nd refilled to ha"" Inything 
10 do with ii, bUI the chiefs of other dirtrictl IDly yet pay heed to such 
malicious emilSllries. You realize, of course, why the At.$yrianJ Irt 10 
intensely disliked by SOme oflici.tl circles in I raq. It jt "beca1lSC they 
.. Ned II Levies duringlhe Arab Rebellion.' 

'But', I pjd, ' Iraq will SOOn be lmited illlo ollenation aDd there will 
be 110 racial diflkulties 10 bother aboul any more. Alceady your 
&O""l"IUIIeIlt il rre.ely dectcd of all races.' 

"Is it r uclaimed Istt:Llil Bet with $UClden beal 'Lui yea. I wu the 
ParliaJnenwy DepUty for Rowanduz; IhiI yev I am lIot, yet prac.
tically aU Kllros VOled for II)C a l the w-calIcd d.",Dons. A$ I am ItOt 
popu.Iar ill Bagbdad II prese.nt. I am lIot eIeetcd nl«ttd would M a 
better word to use.' 

'Why are you unpopulu in Baghdad jwtllOtl'r 
' I 'll aplaill that I.o.ICf 011. III my place the", has been cbo5en a man 

orwhnm 110 ooein Rowanduz wever heard. You 1atow lu t!be 1930 
el..:tiQIII in SulaillWliyah raised such a storm of Kwdilb prot.,.! that 
Ibe told;en of the Iraq Army fired 0\1 the crowd . What fr« people 
would not retellt sucb f,I$O el..:tions? No wonder Sbeikh Mahmud 
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rose ift protest and rebeUioft. Why dido'! YOII. people illvcstiple 
Ihin&f; III<IK cIoJcl)I before tb~y ClOQJeIlted to take Iides !lith bJhdad 
19ainst the Kurds? Now l i laa after twll)'Uri of warfare tbe Kurds 
bav~ been au,bed by your ai. power, yet Dever bu Ibcft been any 
inqu.i!y inlll tile source of lbe trouhle. SureJy you (lI.O ICC there mllSl 
have tftn lOme cauw for diuatisfllCliODI' 

'W,-'re doin, our best for Inq: I_ered. 'We have tau&ht the 
principles of fr« eloctioo,. Inq willicaru in time.' 

'Nol 10 loni u you agr.e 10 'lIppott i'\iustice with folO\. Only wben 
Ir~ _ that coucioD.it a faiil"" will the have tbe !.eatl chance of 
aovemina: Kurdistan. The sin .. tion .it j",1 U bad u possible and tbe 
old Turkish methoch Ire m IIIe once apin. In Ihi, ve:ry district Sheikh 
Abmad of Barun has just been subjup ted and 1M R.A.F. is bllSY 
bombin, the tri\>tSmen. You haw: told \IS often enouah thai your road 
would bril>, traOc, and ..... belicftd you. But whal ate the first artic:les 
of commen::. thlt We ICC upon il? A marchin,lnoy 0( many battalions 
of Arab IOldierl, In endless "rina: of lorries brina:ina: ammunition and 
ICroplane OOO'lbt, umOUfCd can with ~ StranF mer
ehandilc indeed r 

'Offici&! reportS oay that Sheikh Ahmad is In obstructionist to the 
aovc:mmcot aDd lhat he l uacked olher tribes. H~occ: the Iraq Army 
had to be .... 1; I interjeaed. 

' Bul remember', he Rplied, 'that for nvo yean tllom bas been no 
British administrstor in thls di$trict 10 Rpon ",hal is happeninl. Cap
lain Oarb, whom ~ all rellpe<'ted and trusted, hu been lransferred 
0111 of Kurdi.u.n 1001 linot:. So how eln your people in Baahdacl 
juclJe? You an: beR 1m0DI II$, but you are an e-nJ:incc:r and care little 
about tribal afflin. Neoerthe1ess, you should blow somethinl of 
Ihem, Ind I will ull you. 

'Sheikh Ahmad i, ,. YOllo, man wilb 'trsn. ideas about our 
Mo,1.·m""""an rdiiio:n. For I IiIDe Iae becamc: haJ{..Qn;,tiI..o and 
invited fritndohip with !be Auyrians. AI OOCC propapnda ..... ,pread 
throuah KuTdistan saying lbal Sheikh Ahmad WlS ploltina with Ihe 
Assyrial!l 10 supprca all Mohammedan-'ics, of COline, but his 
fanatlClllltisbbour, Sheikh RP:bid, WIll mcounoaed by !be 1Q)'S1eri
ow poIiticallaeral l have: rtferred 10 10 Ittacl: the " Krl:u" or UII
believert. He WI, told thai Iheir hu1le1l would luru 10 water. He Wa.! 
actually tiUy enouah to believe this and Ittaclied Sheikh Ahmad. As 
yOIl know, be COl much the wont of the 6&h1. Tbereupoa lbe Iraq 
Army wu hrouahl up ''to brina; peace 10 Kurdi$tan" u \be;y taid. 
The army aot into difficulties almO!! .. lOOn as itlrrived Ind WIll only 
saved from destruction by lbe inlensive bombina: Or your R.A.F.' 

'Sbeildo Ahmad lhouJd have lei the IUDIY oa:upy biI district peaoeo 
flllly and tlxn:......Jd haw bec:rI DO bambin&,' 1 1U&V' ..... . 

'[);d be ever RkIII the jltI«flll penetration of the GOvc:ntlllC1lt T 
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The Fate of a Kurdish Chieftain 
Ismail Beg rejoined. 'H .. he int erfered with your road or o bstructed 
you, huiJdil\i? Neve,. No on. Qme 10 Investigate alld ",Ill .. !h<O 
u oublc with Sheikh Ru;ltid. peacelbly. Ill$teld an army 11'&5 IleDt here 
at enormOl>S ccct; !bat money mighl llave ed .... !a1 aDd. won !h<O 
aIJcgiana: of every boy all<l Iirl in Kurdistan and so removtd IuS
picion and dis!fUst for ever. Th. po$ition is no ... wone than before, 
for many have been killed, villages have been destroyed, and there is 
IIltvation a!Id misery, and by bois no.ture tho Kurd CUI neither forget 
nn, fnr&iveI' 

I had no reason 10 dou\)( the truth nf llnll.i! Beg'. words, but as I n 
engineer I had to avoid lakina sides in polilics, .,.d oflen when I 
tll~ed ... ith the more importool men of lbe district, 1 tried to calm 
them down if they began to let excited about what they considered the 
wronp o f their I""op\e.. TIle most I_ful plan was 10 divert the 
converulio_ lau*" did il best of IU. So now_ 

'Have you heard aboullhe bens?' I asked. 
'Heol?' 
'Yes, hen$-dijaj.' 
'What hen. are you (.I./kinaabout1' 
'The belli that t\ew from Heaven upon tile Iraq Army ... hen il \nI 

besieged by Sheikh Ahmad and sorely iQ need of fond.' 
'Why do you lalk nonsense?' asked lamail Beg suspiciously. 
'Not nonsense al all, plain fact,' I said. "This wal how i( happened. 

You know, of course, that Shei kh Ahmld'. men pouDt:ed on the 
army', lUpply coIwnn and drove 011" four hundred milks ladeD. with 
fond and heddi'll and ammunition?' 

'Yes,' aid Is.mail Beg. 'wi: know bow the Arab army ..... practically 
paralysed by lOme three hundred of Sheikh Ahmad·, men. That was 
j ust before the British .eroplanes were ordered to take up the COltlhat 
and holtlb tbe tribesmen" Kani Uo,ja.' 

'First they had 10 relieve lhe army,' I re:swncd.. 'Blanlr.ets, fond and 
other requirement! -re dropped from the pLaaes and the troops had 
to run for cover u they feJl--..e1CCpI when bens ClIme down, thq fI .... 
to earth quite placidly and then ran aboul caUling. The R .A. F. had to 
experiment a bil thouah to .. I the birdllanded a1iw.. 1t was 1101 so 
elii)'. When the 6rst were /lunl overboard the ttrrilic .... nd frolD the 
propeller blew their wm,p out of joint and. the poor birds auhed. So 
lite JIIIlflClI took 10 oboving litem ' lito open. paper hap and thea 
thtowinl them OUI. By the time the benln_pped the_l_ free they 
we", out of the ai,-<:urTCnt and made u eo:lJcat i.andinp.' 

Ismail Bealau&hed .nd muroc:d, with tIIOte good humour, to hil 
oripnal thetllC. 

' I read a &ood d<:aI.boul olber pull of the world and u I IUd I 
make DOles of all the thinp that Kurdiltla lach. Here is my list.' 
(He o;lmo; Rvera/ sbeelS of paper from. his poo;ket.) 'We need h<»pitals 
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and ICboolJ and ............. of afforestation, .1Id improved ~ of 
lhccp IlId ptt 110 thai ~ may sen more meat and wool. Eloctricity 
lIbooJd be I\Ipplied from our rIver, mtd waterf.lls. Impoo''emCnll.re 
DCtded ia our dyoiq and -vin& 110 that we could QO<Dpe1e with tho 
Penians iD carpet_Makin. Tben we oulhllO have freezing wwb and 
cooIl1OR1 for our II)W and fruit, for ~ prod""" • aood deal in the 
MUOD. A 8"«1 irriJ;atloa sc:beme would provide work IU>d I.nds for 
tho AsJyrians if lbey are to !'eIIIlio in these biJhlaDdt and yd aOI be • 
worry to ILl. If our orebards .ad vineyards were improffil Kurdistaa 
milhl bewme • proea from north to lIOuth, 'Dd we 110w e.tOelIeat 
toble»>-a valuable product in tbe world today. 

'Kurdill.n oould be One ofthe mO$I.ttractive places in.1I Asi. for 
touriill.' (He turned uotbet sbeet.) 'Th.ey'd oome from . far for Ibe 
ICel1eIy mtd the bunting and mounWn"'~mb;ng and winter IPOrU and 
they'd love our spring lowers. Why, you CI.II now ruc:b Kurdillaa in 
OIIly toIO or three daYI from the McdilCrraJleall. 

'or COUfIe, ~ can' t gel aU this at ouc:e, but tho larp reYal\le Iraq 
Fts from tho oil-6dda milht be used to belp us instead of beillllpcni 
OD WlIaini wan in these mounlaiw mtd ftIIkinJ !be Kurds bitter and 
hoItile. Remember the oil-fields i1rt: in Kurdistaa, 110 we ha..e _ 
fi&bt to uk for be:Defiti f'roln the revalue tbcy carll. Ytt &II we seem 
to derive from our oil are bullets and bambi..' 

I blOb iD qaiD, 'Sut fim of all thm must be peace. and to tb.is end. 
the R.A.F. """, support the Iraq Govemmmt if needs be. Anyway 
the bambini of Shcil<b Ahm.ad ...... very bwnarte. His lOCO ~re lold 
byloudspeake., 00 Ibc aeropbn~ that if they lubmitted and &ave up 
their chief lbey would be pardoned, IDd tbe vi~., _re warned by 
the lcaftctl that we", dropped before tM bombing bepo, 10 that the 
womea and o;hjJd",n Ihould have time to """,pe.' 

'H .ve you been 10 long in KurdisWl . nd yel do 001 know 1M! 
K urdish meo and women fight and die aide by lido---ud wbere an lbe 
children but IlCU their pa",nts? Could you think that Kurdish men 
would Ii..e up thc:ir leader? Sheikh Ahmad ptbcre4 his chiefl rollOd 
bim under • tree and .laid • rope On the &fOund It his foct and laid: 

, "0.-. evo:ry IIWI oC you, hang me to this tree aad make your 
pcac:e 'III'ith tboa wbo molest us or die wilh me for our freedom ]'" 

'Wben:upotI ~ man P''e his oath thai his people would fi&bt till 
dalb. AJk YOUl airmen ifSbr:i1<b Ahmad'i followtn!'&ll ...... y bdon 
bombl or ~ bullets. As for the lcaftc:ts, coWd oDe lingle 
mao be follDd to IUd them in those illiterate villaget71n &Dy ~ if 
Ibc CI'OpiI are all burnl by iDocndiary bambi it means Jtarvatioo aad 
famine ..... 1Iea wioler COOIef, which is WOl$c lMn • quick dealh ill • 
tight.' 

'But, IlIIIIil BeL the official ",ports LIIIt have come Ihrough from 
Bl&bdad a.y the K urdWl casualties were lImol1 neaJigibJo beclwo it 
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The Fate 0/ a Kurdish Chieftain 
W.lll ollly necessary to eJlpll in by loudspeakers that tile Illiuioa of tile 
anny w., oae of peace, IDd the rebol. laid down their Irms. H ow 
fortunate for the tribesmen that the advaace of Kie:D<:e bas enabkd 
aucb • woDOSer to be aehieved.. Our methods an: It ast kioder thaa 
those of the "TIIrb.' 

.0.:. you belie~ such rcporu? You $WeIy must ha~ hurd ffOfU 
your men what lbe in~rpreter who spoke to loudly from the ano
plane loudspeak .... really Aid. This was biI mesA. of JOO<hriIL It 
bep.a. with .-cred Ii_ from the Koran thot are kDowo to tll 
Mohammedans. 

• "Bi,m.iJIt,hi 'rrhmanJ ·rrabim". it commenced-"/II 1M '''',,'' fI/ 
Gcd. 1M ClHltptWwntlle, 1M m~,clflll. ~ II'. ,o/ng /Q drop bombl upon 
you," 10 uid the voice from Heaven I 

'r. 10llr boasted Wesl.." Chri,tianity 10 much betttr tha..n the 
.... thods of the Tllrb 0_ the border? Shtikh Ahmad &I lean ~ 
Dot think 10 a nd bas prd"trred to alW himself up in Turkey than to 
b<come a prisoner in Iraq. even though be bloW! he can hope for nO 
mercy from the Turks and wiU probably be hanged. Yr:t before he 
went be liberated two R.A.F. prison.II who had fallen into his biUldl. 
He hid treated them tindly and whe .. be ...... about to ~ them free .. 
blDqueud. them IDd even ICrvcd them with his own Iw>cb, wbkb it a 
areat bonour fnlmlDy Kurdisb Sheikh-lbOllgh in this eucla iro .. ical 
&ibc at your infallible Western justice lad chivalry.' 

I could not dupute thi' l tory. I had beard it from one of the offiom 
c:onccme4 IDd have already meutioned il elsewhere ia tbiI book. II 
certainly IpOkc well for Sbcikh Ahmad. He might 'I.wk retiOUhI)' 
have $hollhote officen in ...... ngc: for the UI£II, women and children 0( 
hi. tribe who had been killed. 

I poioted out to lsm.ail Be, Ihat naturally the R.A.F. did n<>l. Wl.Dt 
to bomb the trihespeople. They admired their bravery Illd .pared 
them when they collld. 

'&sides,' I added. 'it wasn't all jam rot the R.A.F. Yov. rnay think 
droppin& bomt. a 01lO-$lded busin .... hut it'l very far from it, espeQ
aUy a&aiMt .acb furleu Ind dctermilled mCII ., Sbei ldl Ahmd" 
followcn. They llood 011 the ridge! IDd fired strai&hl into the aero
planes that werc lWoopiaa: towards them. We wc~ IIIety thu only one 
British p1IIIIU ...... ldlled. Milly pI&DeI were disabled Illd aome 
CI"Ilbed in 8amea. Tben: it the story ol tbe one that reacbed DiIDl 
with • hole ri&ht through il.l maill petrol pipe. If the bullet had .Ind; 
the pipe I fractioll of all ioch off Ihe dead ceotre the pll.IIC would bave 
bee.n done 'ot. Fortunately eoough petroIl'I.l>irted paat the fraclute to 
mp the Cll&ine Pili. tho\J.&b Ihere was I)Ol • drop Id\ izt the tank 
wben the plIDc: fioa.Uy &Jided. with dead Clliiae. on to tbe very edp of 
the Ia!!diDl p"outld. or «lUrsc you reaIizc thaI • f~ landing in 
tbese mountain. mean..o ILmOIt certaill deatb to Ibe pilot.' 
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' I know there were risb and that the R .A.F. nfIioer. bad no ill 
fce611J IOWIord, the K.urds; they were under order$,' $O.id J$ID.I.il Be" 
'and only carried out those orden as Illy IOldicr must; IIId, believe 
me, 1 don't love Sb<:ikll Ahmad; but all K.urds prottSl thaI the 8 rili", 
lmow, and II nther limes lISe, muo;b better methods than lhue of 
MCllrin, peace. Why do you act II \he beo:k and call of the Arabs ? 
8y CDCOurI,in, \be devdopmml of the QOuntry wonden miabt hive 
been acllieved withoul wallinl money on warf:m that can only brina 
misery.' 

'T hen would you mve an independent and lawless KurdisllIn?' I 
asked. 'You know that enemies would Iltl(ok from all sides. Remem. 
ber the old Turk,,,, $O.yiq that lhue i. bul one cure for Kurdish 
trouble$-UUnninauon of the Kurds.' 

'No, I believe our best p1an tiel in co-opalliOll with the Arabi Ind 
the A$SyriaDs.. What we III_k is prosperiI)', bul the present a>fM of 
the QOuntry is III evcr-apandin, ann)' that eau up OW" lIIuonal reo 
IIOUrceI, and does not brint ;t. I .... askod in the Iraq Parli.ment 
~b(:ther conscription would be welcomed;n Kurdistaa. I said, "No, 
the Kurds do not wanl Or need conscription." ThaI il why I was nOI 
elcclcd again thi. year, and il il lhe an.wer 10 your earlier question. 

'To lell the truth, though I was asked my opinion, the Arabi In 
8 a&hd&d bother very lilUe lbout K utdiJh views.. We In: their old 
COcmlu, 10 why lbould they? They.uo hive I proverh \hallums the 
whole matter up: 

, .~ an: th ..... pIaguQ, the rat, the 1ocuIt, and the Kurd.."· 

Suet. were my talb with this YO\llll Kutdisb nobleman of ROWin· 
duz. Hi! hi&b idals miJht hive borDe rich fruit for hi! CO\Inlry had 
they be<:Q ,iven time 10 matun: and ftourjsh. Yet, even while he 
.tudied the wa)'l of other land. and plAnned for the devclDJIn>Cnt .nd 
prosperity of hi. own, the IwOrd of Oamoelc$ hunl alwa)'l over hi. 
head, and ;1 was nOl the vagaries of Ibe Iraq Government he criticiw;! 
nor the p<oLicy of Greal Britain in ."""in, to tlte carly termination or 
the Mandate that prevented him froll> ever n:aJjzing his idcal.t. I t was 
the ancieut primitive code of his own Kurdilb race.. 

Nun bided his lime. On!)' the ontain knowlcdJe \hat he would be 
cau&ht and hanied upi him frail> Itterapcin, to I'p .. inl~ Ismail 
!kg. While the Manda~ remained in fOfOC the feud lay dormIal. 

bmw Bq ...... o&l! advised 10 leave the counuy and U ... in Europe. 
His mealll wtn: qui~ rufficienl; hut he 5Iid no, Ite .... I Kurd wbo 
loved his own lI>ountains beyond aU olher lands, and 10 him hi' own 
wild people wtre the best On earth. So Ite lived always armed, alway. 
On ,nard, always in Ibe shadow of du.tb. 

I asked. an administrative ~r wbo had known all about the hi$
tory or the ~ whether the qll&fTel ooWd nnt be senJed. 
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The Fate of a Kurdish Chieftain 

'No,' he uid, 'bmail BeB ~ a doomed mall unIeu be will COIIseftt 
to lea"" K"rdistI.D. Sooner 01 laler Nun will ~ bi, cha ...... He 
waits ooIy till tbe Mandale ends, for then be lbinla he may ~ pu
doned If he pleads the ri&bt of aDCienI custom aod tribal law in the 
Ba&hd&d COIUU. He COUnts too On tlte fact lhal, beo;:ause or hiI pan 
qaillll the British in the Rebellion. he II ID(K'e popular with the 
Nationalists than Ismail Beg.' 

In 1932 the Mandate duly terminated. One day SOIIo anerwanh, U 
IsmliL Bel WU pIIIin8 through Arbil, a WII of Nuri luddenly sPRIoI 
oul, rln towards him and fired I pillolu close ra~ The CIUofllin 
wII ICCm;n&!y morlally wounded in the head, his jaw l/I'Illhed, blood 
Sireaming. But .ner $OntC w«oks in ho.pital he rccovmd. The youth 
wu a:relled and sentenced to several yean' imprilonment. This 
aborti"" assaSSinAtion and the iBJIominy of hi. IOn', impn$Oomenl 
only enraJCd Nuri, who again swore thai wilh his own hind he would 
end tbe life of bmail BeB. 

In spite or Ihese reiterated threats Ismail Be, still refusal. to leave 
Kurdisu,n and _k urety in wI .. IJUtcI,d, while be was yel weak 
from hiI wound, he lcfl Arbil for Rowand ..... 

In bis car willi him was his invariable aeon or I.mlOIi fol\Owcn. 
Perhapl he would ha"" bee .. more cautious had .... mown tIW Nun 
bad tbrowu aside his official $WUS II II) olliccr or polioe &lid tiIIt (III. 

Spili);; PIa be bided hiI time with what men he could colloc:t of his old 
and dcsperalo ,<cw. After thirteen ~ the world WU to hut' apin 
of Nuri and the bnpndJ o f the Surebi tribe. £nil_n, roads alld 
radiO N:Celven misbt oome to lrusland ill the interval, but tl\$ fPlri l of 
K urdistan Ind SpiUt Pass were II if such thinp had never been. 

How Nuri heard of the coming ofbmail BeB il not known. hut that 
be had word and wlited patiently for WI enemy is cuu.in. A car liking 
money 10 Rowanduz for the wages of the men ltill employed by the 
Public Workl Department travelled down the far lide of Spilit wbere 
tho road willda Ihtough a clump of ,tunted oak \tea be$ide Ihe dry 
bed of. 11lUln. A bind of some tlUrty men 1udderll1 balnd the way 
with levelled rifllS. The drivef pulled up sharply llld Nuri catnC for
wud aod questioned the party; Ihtn the (V _ a1lowed to pili OIl 
untouched. These lDCD, robbc:n almost by birth, knew that bore was 
money enou&h 10 mate eYer}' one or them rio;b, but 011 thai day they 
did not wait on Spilit fo.- looc or ricbes. hrUpi Nun'. _ r:l dul)' 
at a polioe offiocr had IlOI wholly deserted Itim, fo.- he had ICrvaI 
mlDY yean with peat credi{ ill !be: po\ioce forte; j)Cfh&pI tbo Surtru r:l 
Spilik were not able to forget thai they bad always been friendly ~ 
wards me and -my , WI', IlId Ibis car belo. 10 the Depac1mcrat for 
which I bad worked. tbough I mysdfud left Ibe diltrict by that time. 
Arlywl'J, it WI. with relief tbat the pari)' found tbat tbey wen: liber. 
ated. They drove on, puzzled by lheir C$Cllpo and wClllderin& ""aily 
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The Fate of a Kurdish Chieftain 
why so Lorge a body of armed men waited in ambush by tbe roadside. 

A sbort while later came Immil Beg, little dreaming that he was 
never to see his bome in Rowaoduz apin. Suddenly, from behind 
e>'Cry tree and rod; there poured a hail of lead. Bra .... ly thosc of his 
escort who were not killed by the lint volley returned tbe fire and 
fought desperately for tbeir lord. Several of the enemy feU and Nurl 
himself was wounded before the last of Ismail Beg's men, nOne other 
than my (me-time faithful sentry S'lcyman Beg of the ginger hair and 
the cbeery grin, fell beside his chief. Nuri rushed fOfWard and emptied 
his pistol into the bead of his enemy, al ..... dy dead from .. vera] 

wounds. Vengeance was satisfied at Ian. 
So feU Ismail Beg, the last of the barons of RowanduL 
His blood dyed the road that he had $0 materially helped to build. 

So at least let thai road be the monument to this young ruler wbo 
dreamed that SOme day it might bring prosperity and advancement 
for his people. May it be a more ]asling and a more useful memorial 
than the CI"UlIIbling forU and cartlcs of his famous aIlCC$lor, tbe blind 
KOf Pasha. 

Nun, strangely enough, this time made no attempt to escape, but 
gave himsdf up to the police. He was tried and after many hesitatiollJ 
and delays wlS finally sontenced to death, but folloy,ing an appeal for 
a royal pardon on Ihe grounds of tribal]aw, the senlence was changed 
10 one of life imprisonment. 

Thus ends the story of Ismail Beg, I noted Kurdish chieftain. It was 
hi. fate 10 die tbe viOlent death of SO many of his forefathers, but let US 

hope that witb the saerifice of his Life, there has died also the unCor· 
giving age of these bloody tribal feuds, and that there may come 10 his 
country the peace and pro.speriw for which the young lIeg strove $0 

steadfastly. 
As for the implacable Nuri, a Kurdishman to whom the quality of 

mercy wa.. unlrnown, he tOO is • charaCler not without SOme .trange 
attractiveness, Twelve years ago Captain Hay, wbose life he had 
aUemp!ed at a spot bUI a few miles from where lsmaillleg met his 
death, wrote Ihese "lordi, whicb ;t would be an injustice not to reoord """, 

' I mad. many friends in Kurdistan, and oot a few enemies. •• , But 
foremost in my mind .tands !he sligbt elusive ~ of Nuri, a man 
/ired with a purpose oilier lhan the avarice which is characteristic of 
his race, a patriot and a hero whom one would far nther see honour_ 
ably reconciled than brought to the gallows. Without money Or tribal 
inOueno:, solely by hU personality he became a force with which the 
OovellllDent found it hard to cope.' 
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CHAPTER XX 

The Assyrians 

T he year 1~32 saw the road C(lOlpJettd. By the end of the fut of 
Ramadun, whith fell thlt year in the late winter, tho . cad.head 
parties were tbrouab the Berscrini Gorge and the last two important 
bridp were in pQilitioa.. What was len to do we QOwd u ke ill Our 
,!ride. 

Vutly d.ilI"erent were we from the erode i~periCJlcxd ...... of mem 
who had bel'll) work on Spilik four years earlier. We now bad tho 
knowkdl" aDd U$uraace of masters of our cn.fl Moreover, we had 
aU tho mac.hinery for road.mating aDd fot bridF-ef<lCli .... tlw ... 
QOuld ....olllbly need IlId we had tho right IDUI to om it. 1lIe eooliet 
handled uplosi_ aDd roct-drills with the "pert CllmUni 01 Westen. 
qU&ffYlDea., aDd 1 felt that, if need he, we QOuld ao OIH',Ltti", our ...... y 
cqtQrd riabtlCrO$S Mia to the China Sea, IJO ImOOthly did the work 
mOl forward day by dayl 
E~n aner the rainy season the rOAd as il wouod throllah the IOrp 

and over the passu to Arbil was no 10llaer the ribboo of !Dud it had 
bun ill pRViOUI winten. Duollg tho$C drca.dful day' ofisolltion when 
derdi~t motor-carsll Y abandoned, sunk deep in I miry r oadwly, we 
had learned our leuoo. More haste, lc$ •• pced had ben proved ll rue 
maxim. Those &rim yean were behind us now. The metaUioa aDd tbe 
Iteam-roller partieI kept pace with the road-head pnp, and upon the 
lunaco of maehioe-cruohcd rock that QOvucd the foWldltioo 01 
boWden, • battery of ueam_rollen trundled ceueleuIy: there 
~ a hiabway, smooth &lid true to camber aDd tlIper-dcvaooa.,' 
owr .. hi<;h • carpet of boiling bitumen was 1"Il'epc. aDd auded till it 
Itacdcmd The «>eUe. called tho curved ClCII I mion ol the rOAd ...... y 
'muci-pi' , which, literally interpreted. IDWII '6sb-~'-<UI apl 
detctiption 0( the cambem1 rurlace. 

So Olte could motor flOW, wet or fine, whither 0IIe!iUd. The riven 
might rile io 1l00d as they pleased, our bridges were IOC"Ure aDd tho 
tribal mcoace wu It thing of the put. All the ~hidl we", friendly 
lowardt me IIIIi DO lo~r I cause for anxiety u far u the road work 
wa.s cooc:erne4 . 

• n... ~ tn>m outside '0 _ or. rood .. =-. 
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Th~ Assyrians 
Oae cveDing about IhiI tim, I al in my hUI in ~ Bencrini Gorp 

ch.Ulin, with Captain Bam, 1.11 nfIioer who had IIIOOJRd up from a 
districl farther south to "';sit our part of 1M country. We ILad just come 
in from a waD: ala", tbe road. AI we passed 1M men'. c:amp a c:ooUe 
bad pointed out to us ia the V of sky belween 1M . tcep ildes af the 
,or", 10 1M westward, the neW lOnna !hat proclaimed ~ cnd of the 
Fall of Ramadhan. 

"The "",p will be fe.uti", tonighl 10 make up fOT lheir mOOth of 
comparlti~ starvation,' I said to Bater. 'Had they eonsul!ed a calen
dar !bey would have disco~ thai lhe new moon was !here behind 
the cIoudIlWO nighlS a&O.' 

'Wdl, thal's rr.q for you,' said Banr, 'and yet we a re said la have 
ablolutdy COOlplctcd the ed_tioo of lbe pcopIe-at leasl SO one 
must infer from Our reporu 10 the LulU. of NatioN.' 

In the sheltered hoIlOWl' on !he mouatain-sidec !hen; wen; ltill broad. 
patehel of 11lOW, aud the wind bIowin& from lhe hi&l> ttnres to 1M 
noMb WI. chill, 110 we dn;w our chin up to the bll%in, lop, ud 
resled our heels on the roo&l> mantelpiece in ba>:hclor comfort I I we 
smoked Ind talked. 

Now Baker was a most inlel'Clltinl charti:ler_ OWl whO$e know. 
Iedte of 1M people, IIId the lan~ and tn.ditiolll of lraq was pro
found. Some mi&l>l call him a diletwlte and a cyrtio-aod SO, super
&ciaIly, be seemed 10 be--bul henuth his veiD of c>'alive un::asm lay 
a deep $C"'" of respDlllibility to those be scrvai, and to !he ideal 
wbieb be betiew:d the 8ritialt Dation ou&l>t to Itrive after in Iraq . Of 
all the EnJlisbm .... I kDe1'i tbcre, nOlle more truly loved 1M Easl and 
ilS people. A plJanl leader of lenl caU$<:S and forlorn hopes was 
Saker; a man who believed ia formi", hi, apinions and ma~", his 
decisionl a"""rding 10 the fleU &I he found tltern.. A man, Iherefore, 
who chafed under any orders he could DOl rtt.(Iucilc with hil own clear
cui principles of ju.tice. 

ute InOII other out-illtioo oll\l;:U.U io Iraq, be reprcled with 
lppnibcnslon the noocour proclaimed tmni.oatioo oftbc 8 ritilh Me_ 
date, COIIIidcring thai this policy ..... hound 10 bri", mwortuM to 
many in the counll')l who had IJUSted UI. lbc reasons for tho proposed 
buty CV8C1Iation otthe land .... re never made clear. We bad 10 obey 
aUf orden. Yel we ..u knew that OUf .... ork was bul half completed aod 
that !be fulur&-if we left oo_wu ominous. We felt that if 0111 
..... tcsmcn knew as much as _/tad learnl from our daily contaCt with 
tbe people they would have lCIed more cauliously. Storms aod 
troubles lurely lay ahead. AI to the why aad wherefore of it all we 
could hut lpeculate. 

The followinr COO'/'elll.tioo il PrQCIIled in IIOme dctaillQ !he reader 
lhI.l be .... y have • clear pif;ture of the Auyriao_rr.q Atllltioa as it ..... 
\ben pramted to me bdoretbe~lrOUIevents oftbe foUowio,yq.r. 
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The An)'r ianJ 
'Yes, I am Irnid Wt real education, Ind CYUI to\crl.tion an\ sliD 

IDWlina:lw wotds in lma,' Baker ....... yin&. 1'be people of the 
counll'}' tcCDI affable coougb towatds US on It. surfaoo, of course. In 
reality I belicYe tllat they consider 11$ so lDIDy bllmbup wbo alw"l'l 
clod our rut Ai"" tIIIder I guise of altrlliml aDd b\lllWlilarilllism. 
They may despite III for this, but, more importaDt, I be!ic~ tboy no 
lonp r=pa:l1II as IWOfIlll'O"'ef. 

'Ooc:uionally, u individua1s, we mly be popular and evon praised 
by lhi, flc:tion or IhAt-depending on whether .... 'w: &eted decently 
towardlthcm or Dot-but u for talking of Ima'. cw:rwti", JlCIItitudc 
towards GlUt Britain, that's merely tommy·rot, and we're fools if we 
let ourselves be led into delusions by such nonsense. Anyway. it 's I 
slip$hod polic:y, this eV&Cllating without fulfillina our obligations. 
We've made friends with men like Ismail Bea h= in Rowandll1 for 
instance, )'Ct we're quite prepared to leave him Ind many OIhcn 
who'w: been eqlllUy loyal to us to their iocvitable doom. We talk 
glibly mou&b about the wured security of the minorili ... WMII we 
know that if we leave lma!bey hAw: absolutely DOne. Such collduct 
ta.II bfted neither reJpccI nor ""Iitude from any tcCtion. 

'M for If1Ilillllk, the Anlb is a most aslule j\ld.p of moli ...,.; he 
reads ~r intuitively and his real and 1Is\iat patitude eaa be 
won ooIy by the pU.test self-ucrilicc, and bis resptCt only by p~ 
eminent qualities of leadenhip and fide~ty to hit illl_u.' 

As BIker lean! forwwi to knod: out his pipe after deliveri", him
self of this lpeech, there came a n.p It the door llId Hamid U$hered 
in my old friend, the Assyrian Rab Treml. of the Levies. YaCII 
Ismail. 

Yaeu wlIlCSp!endent in hi' major', uniform, complete to II'/Iord· 
belt and servioc revolver. With moustache thaltumed up Ind with I 
s~8bt ~sp in hi, speech, he was a very familiar vi sitor In my camp. H il 
C)'CI hid a way of ligbting up Ind &hillina brightly when Idvent u", wlS 
afoot, and I ~U knew hi. trusted worth IS I companion in the lI'Oun· 
taios; bultodl.y be looked serious, even tired. 

' I b.ave broughl my rather, Malik Ismail, the beld of our upper 
T iyari Auyrlans, to see)'Oll, Jir,' he said.. 

'Oeli$htcd,' I said. ' Brilla bim in to meet Captain Mcr wbom "" 
already tnowt. 1 be1iew:; come and sit by the fire, and H amid sball 
rctr:b us some JUppcr.' 
~ old man who entered 00 the arm of his IOQ WI. a dignified 

Ass)'rian, wearin&. as be wuaIly did, the native dreu of hi, people. It 
....... imiLlr in many respectS to the Kurdish costume, tbollJlh mOl'< 
varied &lid .trikinl in colour, and instead of the llRY friDacd turbtD or 
the Kurd tM held WII surmounted by a shaUow conical cap of lhid 
felt which i. ,*ulilr 10 the Assyrians. White-haired, JOlemn Ind aileal, 
with deeply_liaed flCC of stone'llRY colour, tbe old man lookod and 
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WlU ooc of the patriarclll of his people. He greeted lIS ill Anyriac for 
be IJ'Oke 'IUY tiuk En&lish. 

'I IIa"" just takea my falber', YIC:U explained, '0 .... all your Dew 
bridges by ~ and far up tbe new road quite aear to the Peniaa fron_ 
ti .... He i. pleased to think that SOQII he will be able to motor to Urmia, 
Illld Wit we in Di&na will tbell be but a few bours' jnuroey from those 
of our people who still I;"" in Per$il.' 

'Yes,' I replied, 'it will be only a mODth or two before we re.eh the 
Penian plateau. Alru.dy my Department has amU,£Cd. thlt Prince 
Ghazi IhI.U open the new road, tboutb I ,ban't be here to see it. They 
Sly thaI K.ing Fais.ol is .1$0 comin& with his ministers til ill$pect il, 
and I am JUre he 1I'ill be pIaItd with the part thaI the AsIyrilIm ha .... 
taken in iu conslnK:liDII. Ooc WIY and IlllOther you'.., helped I &JUt 
cIeal, and illY chid rep-et is thaI _ my job b= is completed I mlUl 
be trU$lerTCd [rom this: distriCt, and """n I !lilY be OUI of the counlJ)" 
Illoplber. I shall Dot see mIlCh ol you from 11090'011, RIb Trema, and 
,hili juS! have to remember the 100<1 times we'"" bad ill the put.' 

'We hear rumoun of 10 maay cbaages,' said YaeD with. trace of 
.ome an.ricty in hi. voia:. 'OIl you think Kinl FaiW. will IUOW the 
Auyrillllt 10 remaiu at Diana, Jf, u we bear, Ihe British Mandate i, 
to tuminate1' 

'Ob., p1aUlllably,' I mlwered. 'You Assyriana ha"" built Diana 
from I viDaF of I COIIple of hOllSCl into quite I thriviDJ towD. It is 
!)OW the capilli. of}'OUt Auyriao Empln! just as Nineveb oooe WI$,' 

I lautbed. 'Nobody, I iml.liae. wiD WlDt to <lisp yoo of YOIIr 
Iinlc town.' 

'So maay rumoun have rucbed US in the last fe .. montht,' lie per
oiswI. '"They have brOkell in upon tho peace and optimism tllal wu 
be"nnin,to revive in our community. We hope that if the Mandate 
termialles, we shall SIiII be uo~r lhe protection of your .n.pOWerful 
Air Fora: if we are 10 remain in this bostile In.q l' 

Baker laughed and said ra!ber c:ryptk:aUy, 'Why, of couno:, that', 
the .. bole idca __ tho Lcque of NatiollS has beta told.' 

But Y.cujust looked p'n""' by these..-ords and turned to .... lor 
&I> Innm" 10 IUs qucstioa. 

' I am merely the roadqaeer,' I &aid, '&lid these l1l&1U,.., .... not 
wilhiD my province 1\ all, bul IIa .... !lO[ the Auyrians beeo R&Wat 
Brititb soldiers [or tile lut ten yean--{O say oothinj of their .. crifia: 
for lbe AI~ed (:IuSO durin, the war? All neoessary prOtectiDII is alwaY' 
liven 10 lhO$C wbo have Ktved, under OUr dag. And, quite Apart {rom 
thai, what is it you fur? The COlUtitutionallaw of In.q SlY' tben: 
shall be nO discrimin.otion amana the people, neither ao:>OTdina to race 
nor rdllion. Arabi, Kurds, Jews IIId ChristianI have now IU equal 
ri&hll U they DC ..... had in Turkith days. Britain pve that pIcdp to 
\be Lal"'-' 
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'So tbe law uys. but ia truth are ~ AosyrianI really a pan of Iraq ' 

Ha ....... l a y laDda that are our own as were the wild HakJti&ri IIIOUD

wos in Thrkey, whkb .... len sixteen Ioal yean &&0 to flJht for our 
freedom' We QIIfIOt retum to that old boDJdaud, victorious tboup 
tbe Allies b.ave loal sU>ce beeo. 

' ] know ] have no ript to ask you or CapUlo BIlw any quatiODI 
as 10 0\Il fu"'re. for thai will be arn.1IJIld by your Governmeol and 
!be I..Npe. of NatioOl, but perhaps you COIIJd uy IOnJethilll to 
reassure uS at this anxio ... lime. 

'You who haYe worked among us may know, but does yOll!" ostion 
U I wbole reaijzo wbat we have done since .... tirstjoined the Allied 
Powers in 1914 1 And now Ihat the Mandate is to lenninato willlbcy 
see to it thaI our cue i, treated wilh that honour and j\Utice for which 
the British people are noted? 

'More than thirty yean IJO ia the H akIci,ri mountains there c:ame 
I mongst ... an Eri&lish clergyman and !lliW OrullY wbom we JrUlly 
reveR. J reftr to the Rev. D r. Wigram, I bnve maa who devoud his 
life to !be education lfKl belterm".,t of our people. He foullded the 
fCboob in which III we )'OlInger Assyrians have been edUCItcd. H e 
taught IIIlhat the British nation stands for jllStice ud liberty and that 
Ibe ba:I: II ... Jlltood by her p1ed~ word. We belicWd him aDd that 
..... wby we joined lbe Allies and wby we now bope. thai BriWD will 
Dot lea"" ... It the mm:y of our enemies.' 

'You'"" ,01 I claim rlJbt enough. bul your IoaeI ha"" branded you 
wilb lbe name of refu,"" and the fact that you weR a!lllly may e:uily 
be forlouen.,' .aid Baker. 

'But', &aid tbe AlSYrlan, 'by our desperate fiptin, and our min 
soldien did we not, wben we fought our WilY to lbe side of the R ussia.D. 
Army, belp materially 10 weaken TurkiSh resiltance in Pal.,lIine and 
Mesopotamil, and thul contribute 10 the AWed vietor)' r 

'Your Uttle natioo fougbt '" pIla.nUy here in Alia u Belaium did in 
Europe,' w'" Baker'. nply. 

"Then is il mown WI though. we lost nearly half our people in that 
.tnlpIe yet we have bte:ri dispossessed ollll our W>da aad 01 our Yay 

bamel ever Iincc? Y 0Uf Britisb statesmen are ...-dll""_ that we bave 
.,rved .. LcYy ~ldim for ten long ~ and rOUp! both Anb and 
K.urd On your be.balf. Yet with what reward' We ha"" DOt _ inch <:L 
territory that we CIl.O caU our own,' 

'We &D Ippno;;.te your 10)'11.1)1;] said. 'Could t.bn roIId have bea 
buill without the belp of !be Aayriaos7 The Kurds knew very wen 
thaI !bey daR not ebAllense the Diana battalion in DlOUOWn ..... d"are.' 

"Thco', &aid the Auyrian, 'it is strange that 1M Arlhlbave reaped, 
JtinsdOm .... bile we Aayrians, steadfastly JIIpponina !hi: British, reap 
notbin. but promi--. far as we yet know. 

'Helring that c..pllin Bake. was viIililli you, we came: to ask for 
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The Assyrians 
10)' ntWI or whal mipt be provide<! for US io the fUture. It hu been 
s.id io \be pul tblt we mighl perhlps be siw:n _ ulldevdopcd 
COn>Cr of the British Empire. For OtIIturicl nOW we have been poor 
IIIOIIDllin folk and the Hilliari lands Ite to barren Wt even the 
Kurds lulve POI used them since we lei\. "Tho wont oI"terrilOries would 
do if only il wen: I p\aoc of safety. If it Ihould be impossible 10 
lIT" I mlptioll of our twmly-flve thouSlDd peopJ~ al the present 
lime, we should. al leut lik~ 10 feel that we can rely upon Britis.b 
protection here in Iraq. 

'Look at our position today. We Ire 5C.altcred hen: and there in 
isol,t<d JrOups, unwaot<d lenants;o a Ilostile land, IUlrde<! only by 
lhe Mandal~ which now we hear is to terminate. 

'We believe thai thil 5C.attering of our people th roulhout Northern 
Iraq hu beeo pJanne<! by OUr enemies, who are allowed to suggest 
which pllCel \bey think most suitable for us. Invariably they choose 
IPOIS impossible for us 10 defeod, or else malarial and unhealthy. For 
that maua- il it pretty obvious that all the land in Iraq, which is 
natura1ly fertile and habitable is already oa:upied. What """ need is 
_ bil irriptioo iCbt:lno 10 open up DeW OOIIall)'. All ~t pothil\i 
of the lrilld hu becD ~ fOf, and now the Mandate it to 
1Cm/.iDatc.. ' 

'You AayrianJ', I II.id, . .re II bad u the KurdI.. You both 5CCIJI to 
WIn! I IJIUt ckaJ do. a very short time. Alter aU, an: )'Ou not now 
Qti~1lI or Iraq and freo: 10 take put in the Govunmcnt, or at leut 
able 10 pmuade it to develop irription JdI<:ma (It" .... )'Ihia,: else )'Ou 
wanl 7' 

'To enlure our protection sU(:h a !theme would have 10 be under 
Bri tish control. AI for our share ;0 the Goveroment we ha"" oone: 
replied Yacu. 

·Ob, but there are many Assyrians in Ibe poUce and other Depart_ 
menU of State,' I exclaimed. 

'Yes, theno IN> I few injuoior positions,' be admiued. ' But none II 
Knlor omcJals, mqiltr:au" judges, ann)' of!iccn or ministers Ot even 
Dcputics in Parli&ment_bere our DWIlbcn would ItCm 10 ...... rlPl 
~ ~P"*ntation. 

'We would _ miod there beia& no share for US in the ~t 
if ..... c:ould only be ISIW"CId or our sccuril)' in this DOrthenI terrilory 
..... ba~ bdpcd to open up. We llave assisted. with the roads IU>d the 
buildinp IUId iD lbe poIia: work or the north. We Ire IlOl unfricodly 
with 1M Kurda. Ismail Bet. for example, "- alwaya mated. US in II 
.......- I ... )' II we coold desi .... Do you think that perllaps Iraq 
will 'If" 10 keep ut here 10 guard !be northern frOlltier? No otber 
trOOpl could do it bdter. Theo we mi&hlilly On 1\ Dla!l.l.' 

'!'JIlIU,"" IIOII\CthlnJ luitable il belnl arr:anpd for you,' l Aid. ' Just 
you 10 00 tnlJ1ini us II you bave always done.' 
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'Sorry 1/;1 disappoint)'O\l, Yacu,' IIAid Baker, spcati", slowly and 
IlalMliIll up as be lpoke, 'bul then: ill;ttl~ bope of your n::ra.ailliDlat 
DiU!&.' Instead you are all to be InO'mIIo lbc lowlands weD lOutb of 
1M :lab. Iraq knows all about tbe Assyrian as. mou.nw... 6&hler and 
you have &1101"1110' 100 mati)' frieodl ben: in Kurdistall_1 least 
a:rtlIin people think so. 

'M oreover, [ am able 10 ,Ive you Ibe hillt that you will be ~de
mobbed" and alvce orden to move from Diana even before we Ii"" 
up 1M Mandate. You will be told SO officiaUy before 10ng, and then it 
will be "cood-b~" to the mountains of Kurdi$ta.n.' 

'To be moYUI to lhe Arab low\.ands of IRq!' said tbe Auyrian in a 
low voice. 11lcn aner. pause, 'Is thai trueT 

'It is, I'm &rnaid: said Baker. 'Ha .. )'0\1 00\ been warned that )'O\Ir 
balulion is to be disbanded alId that the air-IaDdina Jround, tbe 
bl.rtacks, aDd the town )'0\1 bAvc buill are 10 be lwlded 0_ 10 the 
'1'11'1. ArmyT 

'We have !teard it rumoured: he replied. ' Hence my questiollS t().. 
day. Please allow me to tell my rathu: 

Yacu Spokel rew sentencel to the old man, who had At dildoS OUl 
COOYUUltion ltill as some fCulplurcd filun: hewn fmm the roek. H e 
looked rOW>d upon IU as Yee" ceased speaking and pvc his replyilla 
YOic:e thaI betn,yM deep emolion. A lrim, formidable warrior io his 
time, thia head of the F!&hlina Tiyuis, as !hey proudly calla,l thelO
.. 1_. Even now ... be spoke to his 100 he was calm Ind dipifled, but 
no loopt was theR any Iraac of hope 10 Jive Life 10 h.i$ Lined floCO.. 

'What docs he say?' I asked, 
'He A)'I', answered Yacu, ' IMI il was an iU day for his lribe when 

he led IhelO to fight in I war for the liberty of small nations. Now we 
have to meet dealh allons lut, $0 let Us prepare 10 face !be enelOY 
whom we know, that we may the mOR readily forget tb. d es«lioo of 
those whom we 0"00 Ihought to be nur friends.' 

'Very ckoent of the old chap to AY no(biOi stronger than that loout 
us,' mUlta"Cd Baker, 'and for God'. sake let', ehan&e!be IUbject,' b. 
added in my ear. 

I pulled bard UpoD • bell-cord commuakatlD& with !be kilCbcn QCJ(t 
door, I Dd Hamid promptly .p~ with. In.y of K.urdish .vouries 
whiel! AtisfaClOrily disposed of the puplexiq Assyriaa lilustioo for 
the time belnJ. 

OCCOW1C Baker proved 10 be r"bl in the prophecy he bad Jivea. o f 
the impcodina dcmobilizatioa. aa.d transfer of tb. AsIyriaa.s from. 

, "Tho LoYb.. 01 Ii? ....... .,.ardIn. tho ~, ~ 0' Oilao in 
Iho bI_ oi 1110 Nr _ Willi "'" _lion 01 <lIo 1>1""'0" Ibo 
O<ttvi .... 01 "'" R. . in 00IU><Cti0B wi'" Ibo ..... mol. d&i:o 01 u.... __ 10 
--. """ IIIoir pIoooo 0' Di&no ... 10 bo !aka! ~ Ibo Iraqi Air l'<>Ico who-W 
... tunIy bt,.-d by "'" iraqi Anffy. 
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Diana, It was annOUDCCd 10 them one day wben the battalion had. 
been specially paraded, and a biuer day it was for tbe Assyriaru an4 
thcir oJli<;:en alike, They wue told that these we« the tinal monUu of 
thcir loa, tenD II Brililb I..e>ies, 

ThOllab eYeJY Assyrian blew fun wen thesi,ru&aaoe ofthl$ parade, 
they marched and counter-marclIed _ the mountain aerodrome 
with the precision of lua«lsmen-tbe pride of 'Air and 'Mac' and tho 
other company cornnw>dert wbo bad laboured ml ny a weary yur to 
train !heir men to 10 ru>arb.ble a pitch of dl'icieney, 

Malik bmail and the older patriarchJ and leaden lurned out 100, 
and came forward to ,""ute the man who for yeart had been their 
be\ovo(I idol, the ~teran Scouis.b coIor>e1 wbom they knew bad the 
welfan of each one or them at heatt, but WaS now powerless to help 
tltcm further, Todo him honour Malik l$Ol&il aDd his feUow-palriarcb$, 
anayed in tbc:ir best iIl·fiuing European clotho!s, tried to skp II 
proudly II !bey bad done in thcir youth .. hile I trudy t:nowiDt the 
senu:oce about to be pronounced "pOt! their people.. 

'l1Iese old men wa'e th. leaden who, sixteen yean earlier, had 
b!'O\l&h1 their followet1 from tlte Hakltiari fUlnesses ;nlo a areal wo,ld 
war,little I:n.owina thaI it was likely 10 be the luI fatal pilgrima,e of 
their IDCieD.t DlltioD, Disappointed, diJillmioood, decimated II tbey 
\wi beeP in those y.an of war in Penia and. Tu,key, the period of 
service;o Ibel.l;vies and life al D;ana \wi been happy <.Jlough, and for 
a t;me: . new optimism bad been born: so they came nOW to honou, 
the British soldiers who had s.b0Wll "ncicrstandin. and aiveo help, and. 
"'hoso: leaderlhip tbey tl'ere IIOW 10 loce. 
0. by one the old mc::D bowai with due 4c:fereocc 10 the Com· 

1DUIder. Silently they a ..... ted the fateful words annou!lcina their di$
m.isuJ from Britain', ~h&r .. , 

The instructions for the future, wbetl read, spoke hiahly of the pUt 
wort: of the Assyriant and emp~ Britain', continued iOlUUt 
aDd aood intentiou tawvds them. The procl&m&tion said that, in 
aocordmce with the policy of lermialrm, the Ilritis.b Mandate, this 
fine fon:e of Assyrian Levy soldiers mUll be disbanded,' The Britilh 
Go~t we", fuUy Ippreciative of the lteadfast loyalty of lhe 
AslyrianJ ud, thOIL&b it wu considered Idvisable that tbey s.boWd ._Ie DiIna, it \wi been arruttd thal laDds _ Mosul.shollld be 
pili II tbeir cfuposal. There, and ill the odi£f ttgiOGl already odccted, 
they could live in peaoe and prosperity WIder !be GovernmeDt of 
Imq.!!Ie.h Assyrian would be allowed to retain his Ii&: and be given 
ODe bundred rounds of ammunitiOD in retum for the RuuiIn or 
Turkish rifleo brouJbt with them wben they joined the force. Needlea 
10 .. y the llritiioh GovenI.mc-Dt would continue to ..... u:h and .. feguan! 

, AI .....,. .. «>aid 110 --'-___ In tho ,." • .-;tbh Aetodrocne 
pardi form«! OIL .... tmLLlJ>oUOlL of .... MADdaIe. 
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their interesu throu&h the Iraq Government, which they would 6nd 
pcroualy di$pO$Cd towards thetn and anIious to absorb aU !.be 
Aa$yrians into the natiou.aJ. life of the lrir>sdom. 

Thus wu judgmenl ~ on this unfortunale people, the disas
trous rrwt:b of CYmIl wlUcb was to foUow quite uruOref«n by ~ 
who luid formulated lhis policy, thou&h cucucd in lOme meuure by 
many EaJlWlmen in Iraq. 

Alf was liienl and pve. He had no IhaftI of wit for Ihe Rab 
Trcma on 1UCb. day. 

The AuyrilDl ni1Cd no voice of protest. They looked but once to 
the s....j·Hmsan·Bea mountain lowenna befo .. them, emblematic of 
Ibe Kurdish faslnel,", whe~, with ali its dangers, for cenluries Ihey 
bad pref(:~d Ihe integrity of their race and their .. lipon; and IIlhe 
word of diarnil$llihey saluled smMlly and were 80ne. 

Wilh their JOina was !oJt a prestige that had been hard won by tb. 
untirina dfon of. little band of British IIOLdicn and official, durina 
6flccn lon, yean of war ed toil in McsopowniL 

The AAyri.t:q: tried 10 make the best of !he DeW ';IUltion, but apia 
tbeir eB'orts wmed cuned and doomed 10 failure. 

'Ooubtlcu', aid YIaI, 'there is somethina of lpecial importmce 
in the amnaaaents IIIa(\e bel'NCCII the British and !.be Iraq Govern· 
menu to abtorb UI inlO the Dational life of Iraq. With my militaty 
upc:ri<a.or: I stull apply fon commjuion io the Iraq Army, or, failiD,&: 
that, io the Po/ke.' 

'Ye$:, do,' I .... d. 'I am certain the Arabs will welcome lhe c\WH:e of 
makina friend$: Wilh the Assyria"" now !hit IIIe muclH:riti<;Ucd 
British df;ime h.u p ractically COIIIC to an end.' 

But it lurned out that hi, hopes were uruounded and his plall$ 
fru,tn.led II every poinl. 

W heD I IIW him aaain myjDb in the Kurdishmount.ai!lll was almost 
Jinished.1n I week', lime I was to pack my aear into thelonl'"fllB'eriDJI 
car fOT lhe lut time &lid JO down 10 ~port I' Headquarters in BI&J!· 
dad. We bad buill. r .... d which, it wu hoped, would 1>01 only auist 
tn,d~ betWftn Persia and Iraq, but would also carry peaceful ad.mini,.. 
tn,tion IDIO this lDOIIl JaIIOIC comer of W neW Kinadoom. Yet u I 
spob with Yaeu Ismail I alma" wondered "bethel" il would nol ha~ 
been. belter for all lbe moWltain people had road·makm D~ come 
tbeir way. 

Yacu told _ the ruult of his appli:ations and iatemews. 
'"The -.lor Iraqi DI6ciaU say they are DDt WlIlIln& ,D1 IIIOR 

Auyriut in Govanmeal service, and t.hcy will not ba"" me eit.bcr ill 
the Po\icc Or in the Amly. In fact, many of thole AuyrilDJ who 
already hDld Govanmcnt poIitions are Do)W heiDJI dilrnissecl. Two O)f 
my oousinl who we~ &I Ibe new Military Colle", II Baabdad ha"" 
jusl been Rjected. They we~ of O)ur 6s1\tiDJIlribe aod "",II educaled 
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--icIeaI men for soIditn ooe would baw thought I C&IlIKK undmtaad 
it II f;I.ll be lIotbini but I.D UQjIlSl prejudice apinst .... althouJb 
consideri"" our role duri"" the last teD yean as chief 'pillS of the 
Malldale, I Alppose it i$ nOt surpri$inl that the Arabs dilJikc \Ill. 

'M-=. th~ AssyrilDl ;11 !be Police are being 'teadUy redooed. 
ReaDY;1 _ms III very curious in !be faO! of the llalemellt given to us 
50 recently by Ihe BritiJh Government. I wonder what ;, the real truth 
of the matter?' 

I WlIJ beginniDi 10 wonder IIUI myself, for I was frequently receiviol 
inslnlCtiOllJ from Bap.dad questiooilll the funbe:r employm""l1 of 
this or tlw Auyriao. "There lftre 00 orden for tbtir tnnsftm"ICC to 
othel worb of the DepartmeQl ",h£n lhey ...-ere no Ioqcr needed for .. """ 

ThiI iurprised me, for I had ahn)"llold m.y IIl""l, .nd bdieval im· 
plicitly myself. thol Iraq would fulfil ;IS underlaid.., to .bsofb the 
Auyril.ns and aU o!hen of the Minorities into the fujI Ufe of lbe 
country. What did it mean? 

"" I 



CHAPTER XXI 

The Goal Attained 

I t Clme at leoath to the oDy fOT me to le&ve my fo»d·head camp and 
my coolies for the last time. We had achieved our veal objective. I 
Iherefore lu.nded over 10 lhe Iraqi relief and len secretly durina the 
full swina of the oDY'1 work, sa.ying no word of farewell 10 the vast 
army of worbtl.1I whom lhrouab stn:ss and travail I had led for.., 
lona; ....... &D eq:ineer it hwnan, IUld frankly I could lIot bite faced 

""~ Hamid came with me, half_buried under the pile 01 sear;n Ihe QI", 

and OIIIy the camp JIIIrdI saw US £(I. 
Al l left. the ooe-e.rmai, on~ watdllnallllf the store (the man 

wbosc Ufe we had .. oed by a desperale midnilb-t drive to ArbU, aner 
be bad uploded. a stick of pli&nile ill his Iw>d), showered the bIestlqs 
of Allah upon me, aDd his OIIC arm was still wavin, u I saw him Iut 
ItandinS IIIItsilk my fOuab hut ill the Bcnerini Gorac; Ond knows 
where Ihat poor crippled min is nllW. Beside him.tood Ihe faithful 
sentries, lribesmen lent by Mobammed Amin Ap. of Oerpl •. They 
held tMir riftes .bove their heads in their last plule. 

The hiluDlencd road Itrel<:bed smooth before me iUld tempted me 
to speed. I was always pjd to be a reckless driver on the bair·pin 
bendS and prc<;ipioe cdgcs, and today I booestly Ik",rwd tllis repulI
lion, for I 'trod 00 the ps', the 1OO0er to get away, to \hillk tbe leu. 
Antr aU, had I not 'biUIUd' the cornen far speed, and why drive a 
car 00 four ",beds wl>eD. it can be made to run on Iw01 A1ly CJCCQSC 

..... ,00II enoUJh. 
So with Hamid banJiu, tightly 10 his _I, 'lite whirkd down the 

roadway, past the cave 01 Kospyspee, pul the Zorouuiu. burial 
grwnd where lay the boIItI of the aDCien.ts, pul lbe rocky outaop 
where the coo1ict: had P'" crazy 0_ the <liJoovery ol 'diUDoada' 
(these ~ to be the IIIOU perfect doublHOded qUirtz erystals, 
beautiful but quite valu.kP),1.Dd so out of the Beneriai Oara<:, the 
echoeI ocuin, as thoulb- we bad emerzed from a tunneL. On we went 
throulb- the woods IOd fields of Zewa 10 JindilO. I m.dc tlO ItOp at 
tbe deserted resl·house that I had built IDd lived in far a "'$011-
iDCidentally il wat the only iron roof I bad ever bad over my bead ill 
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Kurdi$tan. The garden I had made ther<: was nn! yellil by the briUiance 
of spring, and the fountain bubbled coldly in its pool, while OYer I~e 
ri,'e!" on Ihe brancb road that led 10 Up))!,r RowandlQ: Ihe magtc 
waters of lindian poured forth temJlC"luously from tha cave where 
ages before, as it seemed 10 me, 1 had feasted with Sheikh Sayed Taha. 
We could see tb. Sheikh's greal bouse wher<: hi$ wiVC!l and retaine ... 
slilllived, now but a 'banquet-hall deserted'-tbe lord of the ItLanor a 
prisoner in a far land. 

Above, upon Ihat great rib of naked rock, rose the grim grey ciladd 
of Rowan<!uz, when: Death still stalked and slew Ih. Kurdi,h people. 
Clearly discernible, ,,00<1 the hou,. ofi,mail Beg wher<: I, a stranger 
from the uttermOlt endJ of lhe earth, bad supped and found friend_ 
ship, little knowing how soon the life of my youlli bOlt was 10 be cut 
sbort. As I last saw iI, awe-iDspirilli was the setting of the town 
amidst the wilderntM ofsnow·bound peaks, banenas Ihe mountains 
of the moon; and tbe picture of it all will live for evcr in my memory. 

In a moment Rowanduz was lo,t 10 .ight behind the \)an, shale bill 
wbete "",,<Is the ruined castle of Kor Pasha, and we descended inlO 
the plaiD of Diana, now strewn with tha tents and munilion dumps of 
the newly..urived Iraq Army, wbo bad marched up the roadway to 
replace tbe Assyrian Levies. The latter were packiDg IUch of their 
goods and chattels as they could remove from Diana, ready for thei, 
departure to the plain:l. 

I went to lhe Orderly Room to ask for Alf but found be was away 
at M<>sul. So, after lAying far<:well to Colonel MacDonald and the 
rew other olliccn ,lill at Diana, I was on again and into the Rowanduz 
Gorge. 

Here I was passing the scenes of my greatest labours, where for two 
yean we bad struggled to overcome the precipi"'" and chaslll$. I t is 
the mysleries and the excitements of life that leave tbeir deepest im
pression, not the daily round of work ; $0 it was Dead Man', Pool 
where the ooo~e's murdered body bad ~n found aod the great 
H opkim bridge thatiwl $0 nearly crasbed 'in the ditcb' thalilool<ed 
especially for as we sped round lhe ledges and uoder the balf-tuooel 
where the ,wallows, quickly approving of new-found security, hadcome 
10 nest by the Ibous-anw beneath Ihe rocky ceiliog the driUers had left. 

Up the Alana Su, pasl the waterfall and by tbe police post, 1 came 
at lengtb to the lite of myoId camp at Gill Ali Beg. aU pulled down 
two yean back. Even the eagles bad deserted it. 

GaIi Ali Beg once more, and for the last time! A few of the 
eucalyptus treel l had planted sliU grew, perhaps they grow ~ yet 
for aught I know, iD spite oflhe lie"", winters ; though they loR never 
Iilr::ely to rise to the ItLaje$tie grandeur tbey attain in thei, native 
Australia. I had thougbt often enough that Gill Ali Beg would be my 
grave as it SO nearly was the grave of Hay and of Lymingtoo before 
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The Goal Attained 
me. The bcmes of mlDy. Brilon lie in the .oil of Mesopotamia; but 
my lot Jeema 10 hue bee:a 0lberwi$C decnled. 

On and oul of 0aIi Ali Beg, .m.dina; up throua:b the JaUb oak 
'Ollie", Ismail fIc, was lOOt! to meet his doom, .ad 00 1*111 my firsl 
camp 0 0 Spilik. wben: mosqUiloes &ad bullets had IUIII merrily to
aether in IIIe niJht-tiroe. 

Then: 'OIt'" no labouren 10 be paid on IhiI sectiOfl oflbe road today. 
oor sbould I ever dirtoCt them apin if there ......,.00 I steppe(! hard on 
the throttle ODOe more ud ~ Ihrougb to Sb~t.Wlh alld Arbil 
without further delay. 

Some lime arter my arrival in Baghdad I Tan into Baker, who hlp
pened 10 be in on one of hi! rare visits to the city. in the course of con
~rsation I mentioned the AS1yrians. ",ferring especially to thOJe of 
my late atatrwho were now looking for work. 

'Oh, that'l aU ript: he u.id. 'Tel! them to Ipply to the oil com
panies for job$. Tbo$e with ellgineering expcrimce will be .....sed on 
the pi~liDe that is beiol built from Kirkuk to the Medi!Crr&lIeUI. 
When it', !Di$bcd thcy'II just have 10 join up with their P*b of the 
demobilized Levies who IfC ~ like bandl of 1011 IOIlb with 
your friend YIoCU io the Dohuk district. Some lay the Assyrianl .... y 
move acrost the ng:riI: inlo Syria, the idea bcinl thlilhe F"'DCh .... y 
offer the protection we've refu&e<l to ",'e. 

'Whelher it;1 fortunate Or unfortunate for In<:[ thlt we ba ... 1lrmed 
the country-both the Assyrians and the Arabl-wiOlBriI;lh rilkl, it 
is nOi for me to .. y. But it seems strange considerillJ thlt ollly I few 
yean ago we we", confiscating every riftc we collld lay our mnds on 
;11 order 10 keep the peace. You know u well u I do that despite aU 
OUT efrom we mve nOl eradicaled radal and ",)ilio", hat",<b in!hi. 
I.nd. Sooner or later SOmeOne is going to get excited, those gun. will 
go off bans. and a whole lot of P«'plc will he killed. 

'Frankly Ind ill confidence: he added seriollSly, ' I doll' t Iilce the 
look of it. T~ and apin I have reported whal 1 believe to be the 
daogen in the present Limalion, and 0Ihen boa ... done SO too, but we 
Ire 1101 poptIlar I' Headquarlers, we out·station IIICII with doId'u1 
fwebodinp. They just «ply from H-Q. thlt we take our join too 
seriously or wor<b 10 thlt effect.' 

A year later. 
I was ~k in En~ like many hWldredJ 0( others of 111)' pro

fcaioll I was busy -.-chinl VlCIOria Strut, that M ca::r. or eDiinms. 
for new worldl 10 conquer; in other words, looltina; for a job. ~y. 
thing hut I cheelY busilless. K W'dish roo.d·maken wCrtl 1101 II I 
ptCrDium in Victoria Sireet in 1933, that year ofeconomie dc~OII. 

In the daily fatilUt aDd wortY and ;n the roar and hustle ofLondOll'. 
ill 
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trl!lie, In(! .nd ils problem$ became bUI • r.inl manory of. pll:llife; 
Kutdistan • romalItic dream of places that lurely DC"" eximd lad 
dwaetcl"$ whil;h _ reaJJy livtd-Ismail 11<10 Sbcikb Sarod Taha, 
Sarod Heumi f6endi, Yacu lad the othen. And the Auyrians, wt.o 
~tbeyl 

I dbowed my Mly lowards VlCtori. StatiOIl. 
' AsryrianIl' 
11M: nklne semted to come out of the aowd around me. I llopped 

dead .... d wu ill3tantly assailed on all Iidc:s. 
'Tui? No, thanks, I'D walk. Ob, 10 sorry, I'D get out of the way. 

I didn'l notic:e you W¢1l: ruoning for. train. No, I don't wanl any 
balJooIII.' 

SlUdy I had bof:n druming. This wu London, not Kurdistan. A 
newspaper ~endOl", his boards ti~ to lite tlilinp, Ibonled lustily: 

, 'Ere y'arc--.D the telIults. LlICSI edio.$hun. Full l«>Ount of the 
racu. AU the resulu. AIIyriaos-' 

l"hell: was the word again, and il WU even 011 hi, biU·boardt l l 
bouiht ItiJ paptn IlId ICInncd the lleadlinea: 

ASS YR IANS M A SSAC R E D 
I N IRAQ 

315 VICTI MS FOUND 
P RISONE RS SHOT 

There bu bof:n a maw.c:te of AIIyriam 
aear \be small lown ofSimel, forty miltl 
nOl:lh of M<m>I ... viUaps fllD or 
panic-stricken womu and cltildfto . .. 
14 Allyrian prisoMn Ibol in cold 
blood . • . 

Thl il a past and unhappy hiltoly. The Auyrialll have ."",ried
from the fiery fumaa: into which they w.n: hurled, JQOrc:bed bul still 
alive, still • racia1 totity. They ate, however, ltilllllln.q, Jar&cly itt 
rdup camps. An at\emp( iI>dced, full or pI"OIJli$e, was IQlIde to pr0-
vide than, on the hanb of the Oron.ta, "';\h .... area awlable for 
1CUIc:mctIt, to whoa ckve!opmmt the Brililb lad FfUleb Govern· 
merau were ,enoerovsIy 10 onnuibou.. Unfortll!late/y, wben the Fm:dI 
dcdded 10 a'-'>don their Ma.odau over Syria. \be tribes in 1M oeith
bovrbood of 1M cbosea area declared u.e-J_ bOltile 10 Ihe 
1Cbeme, and, c:orucq"""tIy, it had to be dropped.. 

A belIml may, howe,,", yet be: "'"'OJ from 1.h.iI diuppoinlf!lC1ll 
For Britain has a&ain the oppornmity 10 ricbt. withio bet Empire, a 
areal ilIJultir:e for which.be is larzoly mponsiblt. 8 ritiJh Ouia.o.a-a 
COUOIty IlIggested for .. ttl ....... t by the ASlyrialll and invesllilUd to 
that .1Id by lbe Leap some two yean lJO-may perhaps be ~prded 
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31. The AuthQr at the Main Bridge ConslrUC;lion, Rowandul Gar ... 1929 



32. The l ali Callender·Hamilton Bridge. Karun Ri .... r, I rlln. 19S1 

3). The Mandra .. Callender-Hamihon·Paindavoine Bridg •• 
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The Goal Attained 
a, a !aDd neither well-developed, nOr wholly suitable for a mountain 
people; but it is bener by fae lhan a refugee camp in Iraq, and it offers 
a splendid opportunity for opening up a little known and potentially 
wealthy comer of I~ Empire, to the joint ,dvantage of Grea! Britain 
and her ancient allies. 

It remains my fervent hope yet. In see my Assyrian fritneh settled in 
a peaceful land far from the 'fret and fever' of past tribulations. 

, 



Epilogue 

I'" 
P hilOSOphy and action do not always go hind in hand. but the 
m:lterial JUCOW of the Rowanduz road work hiU impelled me to 
rcftecl on jusl what has been done and 10 consider in whit ways the 
unusual privi!e", of being givtn ruch an interestilll job can contribute 
to !be idva!lO<ment of !be technicallfU and hum&ll welfare. there or 
elsew'bert. It iI 1'101 the sole duty of &II eOJineet to vanquilh nature.. He 
aI>nuld abo •• if he CIlD, that his work i l ri&btly undentood and 
ri&bll,y used. So it!hue: ;1 a story, or almost • lOqoel to !be book itselC 
iD thiI Epi\oJue, then: • also I 1DOI'a11bc work or m&iDtm ca!I be 
IlJed or mlIlIKd The 1I'Orld dccidc:I whK:b, DOC they. But !bey can at 
Icut elIpre$$ their wishcI and tbe:it hopes. 

Over !be yean !be thought of !be work I .... usociated with ill 
mq Iw &ivm ~ put confidence that with • proper aim lhe humall 
race u • who~ despite its appan:llt1y viokDl but really lupemc;al 
dilI"cre""". CIa be broUjht 10 IIuue cquitsbl)' the world" I.ISeU. If 
the Rowanduz road work could pmuade peOple of lueb varied 
DltiOn.o.liticl 10 work logether to ao:omplilb somethinll. useful 1101 
only 10 t1>cmsel_ but 10 lravellen and lradon generally. then this 
tlVentieth-«lltury aohievement is more symbolic IUn the buildinll of 
\he Pymnid .. 

10 the days of \he old Otloman Empire no part of i t was reprdcd 
u so t»chrud iU Kwdistan, for \he tribc$men wert f .... tically 
qaiJUt chanp 01 an)' sort. Yet my mixlun: of triblland _·tribal 
labour ba2me • lICited family of skilled oran-:n aDd lIbourcn thai 
when \he time came I was sad 10 ave, aDd they I think wen: sad to 
see me 110. Neitber \bey nor I were slava. We did whal we d.id because 
_liked il and it .... fun. aDd we..,joytd each otMr. compaDy aDd 

""'. But where the urge for progress and the modern ""1 or life Iw 
come, IIlUlt pri..mitive beau!)" pass • .,..y 7 ShaD ..., be • truer people 
and iD !be 10na nm happier than before' We ~ra ha"" wrought 
• vut ~ Ira the l&lld and !be lives of the people. It wi1I be thought 
thai the immclllt: RowandlU: ~ cannOI mnaio !be tame wild 
IOlP' mucb.lolII"r. Perhapa il may not it the lkk1mIe DID! one day 
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Epilogue 
floods ita lower ~ but the JIaDdtur of me. Kardish roountaias 
will be as &tokio, as ever. No ail' is c)Catel, no flowen man: lovely 
than in the sprin&timc valleys of Kurdistan, IIOr i. then: better fruif 
&fOWl' u..n in those hiJblands. A few anists bave dread)' painted in 
tbe gorges and vaUey>. others have taken colour photognphs. Wieter 
Ioki-ini hal bqun II H~i Umn.n. II "'main, for.6hn producen Ind 
tourist 'seats to bePn their work. •. ! 

The 'QIJ!' U nOl and neYtl Cln be the same all .. hen the !l1&Slive 
cliffs blocked ;110 abcupUy and forced the traveller and his mule up 
..... y • willdinJ auircaM t!lOCk. The ap-old cIi/[s and _Ils lUnd in 
the way no lODger. 10 two working ....,0", len rnil=s oflhem mdtcd 
before our high l:lpIosives; and probably it WU OUT explosi_. often 
bome-made, handled on 10 Jarte and etrecti"" a Jcalc by fIdl !da
tively ineJIperionced worklnen tbat made ou' prosr= 10 Ipe:::t&cI1Iar . 
Meo'. lnas, lJIitIi we1I ... harpelKd and tempered tool I tcel, drilled 
holes downwardl into !he rocb .. hilst p!lCllmItic madiioery drillod 
laterally 1010 the precipic:e faces. The expLosives did tbe ""I as far as 
brukin, up the rock: went. Then came CIearaDCe pnp wi th piek and 
dIoYd, for ...., bad 00 buI.Ido=1 or uc:avaton. 

AfIer the fint year'1 work we all but n o out of selipitc, amlDODal 
and blutlOi powder, aDd in place oftimc.fus.e were redllOCd to the old 
Turkish Army mc!bod of 1IIin, a.i~ed doth which 1Izzkd -'owly 
from end to end tin it iJDitcd the ella .... Tn meet thi. , itual;on we 
Ittempted In nu.ke nur explnsi_ OU....,lve5. Our first 'bome-made' 
product was I poor-qua!ily black l\IUpoIto"der we mixed in • powder 
min de5;llled by myself I nd worked by • Pcrliln. The powder 1I'eDt 
of! • little uncertainly but dld quite oflcn "lCplode and mow: ... hal 
rock it wu tuppoted 10. By Ibw imprcnrisiDJ: we just upc ,oin&- Then, 
foUnwinl' few experiment.! cond.lICkd II first with 0.01 aU \be caution 
\bey warm>.ted-.nd I do not advise amateun to experiment with 
""plmi_ we diK:ovoR<I how 10 cbcapc:n and enend Our blastinj 
techniques. Indeed, owira, tn ODe &eriOUt IlCCiderJt ... e had 10 ir>c:r"eas¢ 
our 'dalll" dist.ance' wheo firinJ Ibe3e tbarJe$. With oW" improved 
local explos.i~ _ oaly did we Iohatter !he tOlllh dolomite limcIto ... 
of the RowandIU Gorge iOlo whit.b we could drill, but abo the u
mmdy hard quartz.ite bould . .. of the Wan.l<awin and Oalala Gora;c.o 
\h&t lly beyond !be Rowand=, I type of rock which our driUf had 
mu~b difficulty ia penetrating. fot it turned lite cd .. of our finestlleels. 
SO we did not trouble to drill, we 'mudcapped' Ind shattered the rock 
with lite lbeer external violenee at \be expIoIioa.. The great bI .... 
boulders, as if hit by It! imme_ hanuncr, j UIi ftll apart in era,· 
-~ A United KiD,ooro 1UJ)Io$i_ firm wu tOld the formull we 
evolved but was. lhade dilbelieviq or it.!el6cacy, poaibly bec:t.u,," 
our own manutactun: IDd materWt came intO it. [do not hioll' if;t 
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was a.dopted by them, Our recipe j~ ,till commonly w.ed in the I raq 
Pubfu: Works Department, $0 il .. 1 a standard in Ibat counlry. 

Ten yean Ialer in Ihe lnvelY Engli,h Summer nf 1940 tbe 'Local De
fence VolUllteen', afterwards Home Guard, was called upon 10 prepare 
itself for Ihe possible invasion of England by a crazy Germany inlenl 
on destroying nol only the Enrope of which she was a part, but, it 
secme<1, much of ilS oversea.o; influence and long-standing CUIIUra! 

example as well. At firsl this local force had nO weapon. heayier than 
shot-gUll' firing bucksbot. I olfered my servio:s and was set 10 organize 
in my spare time an 'L.D.V.' unil in Kent. Wbiletraining it I rocalled 
Ihe hard-eamed knowledge of making up rocl<-shaue,ing explosives 
in Kur<listan. Wilhin a few week., demolilion and '.Iicky' bombs were 
being made by a score of voluntary workers in the well·known and 
~lile Knole Park Golf Oub al Sevenoaks. In tests these shaltered 
tanks and lough armour plate as they shattered rock, with a noise so 
violenl we dared seldom fi re them. The barman of the golf club, a 
most skilled ex·miner harman, was appointed our 'del_fixer' and 
storckteper, and our remarkable liule local arsenal was in readiness 
for aoy eventuality quite soon after the danger of invasion had 
malcrialiwl. 

Surprl.mgly enough, in thD$e critical summer monlhs, and though 
memben of the Unil had much 10 do besides this work, neither during 
manufacture, "orage. oor training men in lheir ~ did th= weapons 
cause a sing1e accident. The dfe<:1 on the confidence of Ihe Kent l..ocal 
Defence was appreciable, and through our Member of Parliament an 
olfer was conveyed to the Prime Miniller to organize immediate 
nation-wide productioo if required. By thai time however Ihe wltecls 
of official production bad begun to tum, and only Sevenoaks was 
armed with ' Rowanduz stickies'. 

In • similar way the Rowanduz road work had another contribution 
to make, this time oot 10 defence only but abo to the tactical question 
of the mobility of our Allied armoured forces, As is well known, 
British mi~tary bridging proved 10 be in a class by itself. From the 
early day. of the war il was in bulk supply 10 the civil aDd military 
1tl1O$p<>rt authorities and enabled the heaviest tanks and wheeled 
traJUp<>rt and artillery to mOve anywb«e and open new lines of cow
munication or repair old 0=. But the pre-war hislOry of lhis bridging 
i. not so widely known, nor its conuection with tbe work described in 
tbis book.' 

On the Rowanduz road conslruClion, bridging was quile as vital u 
rock blasting. Neither plant nOr supplies could reach road-head with
out bridges. These, iu $Ome form or other, had 10 be erected quickly 
whenever we catOe In .trum Or canyon if the Whole road work was 

• ~, .... date or f':~tioD, 1937. ;\ woo IWt unde, IllUitary Iestina. .... official 
I4op\IoG beq; ill m. 228 
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lIot 1.11 be IItld up. How I overeame such problew II lilt tiaIo with 
Ihe hdp.llf my willinl w.llrkmen, uling makcsbifl. aerial ropcWlYS or 
Iemporlry bridges oltree-tnlllu uatil the needed amlY bridges could 
arrive, is t.llld in lbe book. Towuds theen<! .IIfthe work we bad IIeI.rIy 
all the current military types t.ll experiment with and choose from
Hoptrina, lnatis, sixty.foot Mart II. Yel "'" found.ll.ll IrDlY bridte that 
wu ideal. What we needed was. bridge with 11.11 patU SO Ilea.,. lbey 
could /lot be transported .lin mule b&<:t in tbit ruue<I country; and yet 
we mll$l be ahlo: 10 build lhose W"OC pam inl.ll lOll, IpaD bridp 
Ilr.lllli en.llugh to carry the heaviest Inllle IBq or Asia IIiIS ~tcly t.ll 
need for the nllr.t hund.red yun.llr mon:. We had only tho compara
l ively lit:/ll duty military bridles of World War l aad Ihae we uccted. 
There they slill lland lpannina the aorgcs and carrying the miglting 
hordes of the Hurt. and tlte can and lorries that use the road, bul 
they will have to be ~d by llroo",r and wiele. trid,.. if tltey arc 
1.11 be pf. undet really heavy modem traffic. 

D 

UNIT CON$TR.UcnON JREDOES 
Fron> StoruW<l EIo"""," 

lIIulli-TIer """ M\IhI. ~ IIri<I&a 
(loublo aad Tt.bIo Doplh 

END views SIDE VlEWS 

This IU-etlgth froro light pans pume ill brid~ seemed II 8nl 
insoluble, and wbile I blasted .IIut the roadway, .... plored and surveyed 
1M forward ami, paid my IQpecU 1.11 the local headmao .IIr diJcw$ed 
pr.llgress."d problCJ!\1 wilh British and Iraqi .IIfficials, the queslioa.llf 
how to make Iit:/lllteel parts into. bridge. to be as lon, and as Itro.llll 
as you like, IIiIS always in my mind. Now, on either side 01. mel 
brid", there are whll IfC called IfUUCI Ind by clllployinglhem, as 
-..dl as the iIIdiYidual bitl, in from sin&Je 10 quadruple form, I realif.ed 
menath could he adapted to Deeds. BUI il WIt """US"y 1.11 SO fwther 
than that and f.llr .... tra long bridlle. 1.11 IUperimpose trulses or tier 
tb<:m $0 thai the brid", .wp.IIl.llt sq .tit" break. 

I tried lhe method .lin some: Ihort brid,.. aDd it _mod pro.ml$ina. 
The FDenIl. f.llrm illb.llW» in the di.gram, where il will be seen Il1011)' 
Iius and types .IIf bOd"", are III made up Croll) the same buic pUtS. 

m 
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The nut question at the time was <:OII1d all the$e arnqemeDts 
prodUOl: really stoble bridJCS T The wbole ' build-up' idea and the use of 
light Wlits for big bridJCS was unorthodox a nd pO$Iibly, I reaJjttd, 
buicaUy uIISOUDd. H.", my early tn.U:tiUJj: ill Lyllellon Harbour 
&.rd ill NeW ZcaIaDd, w makioI 0( a .... "" modd and • Paper t bad 
1rritten aboul it ~ w importl.llce of SQ.\e modeLl in engincaina 
came In my mind. J would prove or dispro"" my ideaJ for luch • 
brid&e u pcrimenlll.Uy even !bough it mcant leaving Iraq and reluming 
to En&Jaod. 

Fortunately I lftS.bk 10 <IiscIQ.I \be lhortcou>inp I bad fonnd in 
\be Brililb Army bridaiag with t'oIfO ..mor Royal EDai_ of!ic:en 
who r-Id visits 10 my wort -<;oJOnell O. B. O. T aylor and O. C. 
GowUllIId_both of ",hop) wen Jhortly 10 return to London to .. nior 
War Office po,itiolLl. They were sufficiClltly impressed with my ideu 
to suagat that I Jhould SUbmil drawinp to the Ro)'ll EDgincer Board 
for Jludy ed perhaps \eStill! by the Board'i E.tperitnental Bridaina 
Est.blilhmml al Ouiltchurch, IJId !bey informed tne lhat the)' 
tbougbllrlq pve perhaps the best military bcid&e el<pcri.1>C% that the 
Empire lhea offered. I discussed thil also with On. of my most impor
taDl vilitorl, Air Manhf.! Sir Robet1 Brooke-Popham, 10 whom I am 
indebted for the Ipialded Iir photocrapha . pcciaDy tab:a by bit irlq 
ILA.P. Co!nmand. oftbc GorgQaad tbc Road al tile time the book WIll 
about 10 be pub~lbed. 

From !932lbc ROWl.nduz ro&<! and my wort in Iraq became for me 
a thiPg of Ih. past ed my employment in the Colonial ~rvice wal 
mded. I bad. rediDg tilere was corWdenblc u~1IC)' in whit I wu 
"'nina QUI 10 do--to inuoduao gm.tly improved bridges in pIac:e of 
1M emtilll army bridges to meet \.be onoomilll Germaa. tluut If 
IMre was to be war the t.anks wouJd be heavier. the pps 10 be bridacd 
would be wider. Monover, this bridge of mine would obviously not 
have 10 mve military purpo»el alone. Civil bridges would be des
troyai. perhaps on a vase ~ as ;!ldee<I happened in FI""&l:ICe and 
H oUan4, 10 il must be "rtmt eaoq;h 10 tall:e tile hcavXst lru$pOrIen 
DOW comia, 0II1hc ~ which ~ a!rudy .pproact>.in, the l()().too 
and would 100ft be neaRr the 200-ton I!\Irk. 

The lIut scene illaid in London, in allal in Hopnh Road wileR, 
in Iddition to the 1I$ua! .npu....-s· drawinS board and T-aquan:, ;a one 
COS"'" of a bcd-cittilll·room, a ImlI.ll dcctrie 1lI000r is d.rillin& vuy 
minialllR but eaacIlyl:rUc-to-«alc Sled bridge parts. With a <:olJcquo:, 
DougJu WbiJe..Panona, also formerly of the Lyltellon HarboUT 
BoI.rd, sharina lhi. Oat lod lIlY beli=f ;n the uraency of the new 
bridling. the proj<CI. wu at Last flirly launched. 

Fo1JooNiII& the IIIItherDIticaJ. dcsi&l' work, evny dm.iJ. of the pro
posed bridp wu IJIC\LrItdy ~ and tcsUd on 1M ~ ICIlI: 
1fl<Ideb. Tbcse, as can be imagimd, were tiresome to ..... te .in tbeit 
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bWldrcds 0( tiny part&. Bein& 10 small they ~ even IDOr'C tiriq; to 
-""-

III OIIr desi&n "'" employed uaUl...uy Iu&e boilS whieb operate CD 
wbat is knowo today u 'friction pip', • practice IlOI then appreciated 
bIIt now fully a=plod by liructunl enpnecn. The ~I of tbc.sc 
1><:>11$ WI' l!-inch diameter wb.icb ill tbe models became only ..... il1ch 
ud the amalie, I-inch diameter bolU of the bridge were mere watch 
sere,... in size whon reduced by the ..::ale ratio of I in 24, Assembly was 
• job for tweezen and mid&et 'pIOl1!1tl'l. It tested patience and pro
duoed b&cl::aehe. Y",- no bolt could be IefI oul and all mUll be care
fuJly tiJhtened if our tats of strenath, detlectiora aM liability wae to 
be or tu.1 ... 11.,. 

SDCb models, \nit ;" ICIIe reduction and materiah, ale KIdom 
made for the obvious reason thaI ;1 is dil!'tcull both 10 act tile correa 
metal $hI.pcf I.Qd to put them tosethtt. The .~F bridp modd is 
not [or wtiDa but is meant to pve only. 'bird'H)'e view' of the final 
Itruclure, I .. d perhaps assist in deciding upon its appe&n.nec or 
,wtability. Caleulatioas alone I re ,en.raIly relied on. But \0 \II the 
besl result teemed not po$Sible wilhou! botb calculations and 1C&1e 
mQdeb if the bridge was 10 be accepted first by the Army and thtn by 
all the world IJ we hoped it WQuld be. 

l'be 1IIOdc1 .. of coune. bad. l.Qothu ad ... n~, they _uld be_n 
by IIIdI mportant people as the Wu Office and other mini.me., and 
b)' our reUow en"ncen .. I the Instilution of Civil EIl~n Al>llual 
Coll.~e, where ""'I: propoKd to CJl.hibit them.. To this ""'1:11· 
informed audieace the moddJ were to lhow our metho<b of dcsip and 
I",ti", as ""'I:U as !be desip itsd/". We e.lhibitc<! at !be WIle time 
raodds oflarge aero-hangan wbieh ""'I: hid also "ven much thO\lahl 
to foUowinS an Air Ministry request. H ouililS aitcfaft could be a lmost 
as import.llnl as bridgill3 in Britain', defence programme. We found 
.uch 'true to scale' hangar modelt were even more: difficult to roo
IInICI Ihan the bridge models but we made them oursehu. 

In the end, these bridp: and _han .... model.! did in {act allfaCt 
mach attention. AU prop'" are really c:hUdml at bear! I.IId love 
modcb Our laraest ODe was ofa :2l)Q..fect 10", bridge.. It hid lhollllOd.t: 
or Ol.icIFI bolu, ..... 8 feet 4 illocbeIlolII oond 'i:oches wide. T o lhow iu 
.trellJlh people were allowed to lit or mod on iL Engincen .. bo did 
10 tu.d no funbet dov.bu that Iilht pam could combine to make a 
very rtroDt aDd ltable bridge. 

The aero-hangar model! demon,trated the wind and mow loads 
tbey could resist. The Air Ministry and Admiralty also called tor our 
aniltanoc in II!.IISS-produc;nS such larie hangars and areat numben 
were DIIde in England and in India. In. fact, nearly III the: Ilcel firms 
or l odif, w ..... eventually eoppd on eill>er Ibe bridses or lb. b.anpn 
or both, with correspoodina; bentftt to war supplia: aDd tbe riIiq 
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Indian lteel indunry. We abo arranpl tor brid~ manufacture in 
South Atrica, 10 by IIIe time war ClIme my collcaaue f.Ild I h.ad buill up 
• complete orJ&nizatioo, 10 have lbe!li II'}' road and rail bridges 
aod l\aupn ill prndocticm aut \.be war tbeo.trcs .... here they wollld be 
..ecdcd, 10 miniariziDJ the risk of lou at sea by eIlettly ~iOfl. 

They were called 'Callender_Hamilton' lIruaurts t;>eca1lSe, in 
response to • Wu Office request, we had had 10 fiod .orne civil 
~'" firro to t..c:k our new project IDd make civil clllin.een 
fomi!; .. wiLlI it.. We fouDd m.t W oi<Xr bOdp: Ii ..... """n: rductant 
It tile time owinl to the sellen! CC040nUc depteSlion, and Mr. C. O. 
Bayse of. prominent electrical cable mak ing company fiUed lhe need 
alolla with twO most co lerprisios men, !he Painter broWn of He",f ord. 

Their II ............ """ted the ri&hU &lid set to wOfk to make Ind to 
dclllO<lJll"lte lbe bridaa .1Id tho: aero-hanpn of !be new I)'Stem.. 

The bridf!el ...... distinguished by will.( is known as the 'D\lllti-ltUSS. 
multi·tier' form of conltruction, the Itrength·varyin, method I have 
described w!tich gives .bort or ionl bodies eq u.ally efficient .nd Itron&
From this 'CalImder·H.miItoll' method, in. 'half JC&le' ... rsion 15."" 
feel ill tnlu depth iOltw of ten fccl, the Mi .... uy of Supply' at 
amstchurch developed B&iley DridJing. l t was neussarily of notiuch 
Jlr<ogth as the full",.,Je bridgina: but liJhler on the &horte. Ipl.al, and 
ill place af the bolla n:vcmd to the 'pill <:OIInection' method of 
Qcomol Sir Oifranl MarteI.'5 Box Oirdu Brid .. , lon, proftd as very 
fasl to assembk and efIlCI.. 'Tho combining of features of !he IWO 
bridge 1)11111 C' lltndet·Hamiltoa Ind Martel-made a mOlt valuable 
' ltUCIurl l compromiJe for temporary bridginl and ..... ull p\ltpo5C$. 
TM IWnDIl Calkoder·HamillOll, ~;I remembered, is IlOl for quick 
ucction tOItly but for perm&DeDOC as wd.L 

11mt !he bridgin& /inl dreamed of by !he side of the lurbulent 
rivers of Kurdjitaa cam.e iato ~;n. an a large teIIle, its military VILlue 
~ by ex 8'dllD TIealIltY awards in 1~38 and 1~53. 

What tbe course af the war miahl have beeG bad luch rapid 10", 
IpIJI bridJiD,a II<lt bca available: is hard to .. y. Tanb would have 
been of lesli value ia baltle an4 the movement of I100PS and mi~tary 
equipment much dower if the only brid&i"ll available had been the 
older type ftoating pontoon and Jinler bridp of the fi<1t Wat. For 
lIWly yan it hat IppeaRd that 1M c:roWld arm lDust henceforth ~ 
AlbIidiuy to tbe air arm, but in !be .ecoad world war llleut the fin&l. 
bartles ~ tUH fouall! OUI on the &tolllld alld the enemy found thai 
the rivers, JJeatllld smaH, were but temporary protectioa lpinst the 
~propelled army. May I bope th.ot fulllte milillly historiaat ,. 
will COftSiOer wb<1her my bridJe devdopment$, wbich happened to be 
completed 1\ .1OCh a critic:aJ. time and pve Britain la UaeJlpectcd 
tdvaatage in tank warfare, did not alter the OQurse of lb. war and 
perhaps lhorlell it. , I'<I<mooI ia 1939. 
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SillCe the war the development oCthe bridil", for civil use has been 

enthn.WnJ. II hat kept me oa: ~pied for the system hal proved to be 
evEn mo~ robust ud permaaccn than we had hoped anc! ~ deJund 
his been world wjQe, with f rallCe also now m&D.ufocturiDg. 

If the above is a hit of my own story to the datc of this edition , 
what illhere to say of the notable characters orlhe book? In the first 
edition only a few wen: give" their real names because it waJ the 
upressed wish or Jeven.l of my friends a' tho lime to remain anony. 
mous Q they were ItiU workin, in In.q. Twenty yean have rolle<:l by 
and Ihit position haJ chanpl. 

Who are these m~n and what bas happened 10 them tinoe the book 
was written? 

Glovet of tbe o-n (pa&c .») is perna!» the best known. He if; 
Lieut.-GeJ>et21 Sir lohn GluNo Pasha, who orpniJ:ed and led tbe 
(orees of King AbdWla of Transjordao for lO many years and whose 
Arab tepan played an important part in lb. war. It is not necessary 
for me to eDI&JlC on the life', wori: of so rcmarDble. soldier. His 
lectures aDd wrilinas and his book, no. Siory of J~ .4""" /..qfon, an: 
well knoW'! to IU. The rise of the DeW Isneli State in Palestine hal 
turned Arab favour away from m&o), of their Briti,h [,i.ndJ, Gen,ral 
Glubb amonyllhem: yet his inflllCna: on ... rab developmenl will one 
day be reaJized by iii Arabs. 

Then there is ' Franklin', Ollr former police ofliccr (Chapters VII 
aDd VIII): Captain T. E.. Fumeaul, CM.G., who bepn hi • .ervK:e in 
a trading firm in Ihe pori of SUrah in 1912 aDd was captu red a t 
Kut-cl· ... ~rah. He bas given a lifelime of "f\'i= to Iraq in orgaaa.. 
ing their police on Western lineI, &ad later in m!naaln. tbe Britis h 
Oil Developmenl Corporation of MOIiul &ad OIlier enterpriJcs. 

With the Iraq Petroleum Company, IS ill adviser in Amman, is 
another famotU one-time Polioe l/Id Iraq Levy O lliccr, 'LyminglOn' 
~ 63, 68), .. hose daring niallt marchea lind n\IIOwDe<i aunman
ship made him s~ a picturesque and fearW cbaraaer in theda)"' of 
the 1920 Rebellion, when alllraq was in I ferment .... the old BOfl" 
track widened and ambush spots disappearW, I remember he de
scribed the road 10 me most flatterinaly IS 'thaI new scra~h on Asia'l 
He it Captain C. E.. Linledale, M.C, O.B.E.. , still on actiw duty. 

Perhaps the SlraIl&UI and Q)()It rOfllllntic man. atIlOnpl the Euro
pean charactcn of lIlY bool<, and in de'l'Otion 10 I raq and Kurdistan 
secowllO none, wu the man I c.o.lled Captain Clarke and wbo .... 
known 10 the Kurds U 'Cb.akbo' (Chapter XU). H e was A. 1. Chap
man, C B.E.., who becanx K urdish liaiwo otrJcer oCtbo Iraq Petro~ 
ComplQy III JUrkuk. a...pman of the North has nO'" ' folded lila 
tenU', u the Kurds would say. but tbe mny rep.rding a proviso of 
his will i. something tbe reader should hear. He desired that his asbu 
be scattered It I spot he named in Ku.rdi.1IlI, WaIa$h, hi&b above the 
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upper KCtiGIl of !be Rowaaduz Road. II WU • 10'" IIld ardUOUli 
journey for the p&dre.1Dd I can oo1y lhirIk that thiJ mllSl ba~ been 
tile pIKe, Or Dell" it, whcfe, disabled with • broII:eo \hip ill • moun· 
tLia climb (pqe 1l4), Cl!Ipma.a WI> carried, IIsbed. 10 poles, by 
Kwdis.b hiIlmcD of me Wala$h lribe dowtI milesofruged mountain.· 
tide 10 .--i~ proper treltmeat at far-otl" Arbil befon: me road WI> 
built. He wU.bed his uhcs 10 lie wbere his bean bad to.., beea-witb 
the people and ia tbc: IIloOWltainJ wben: limple flith, \oyLl1y and friend· 
lbip bad .... roed 10 ltim the createsl gifts the W"th badJo beslO .... 

I mUll mcutioa also my two Rnior en&inecn ... hosc: plannin&. 
advice Ind irupiratiOll brought the road project frnm a IIl<:re paper 
propOlitiOD to I rulily. A. S. Oay, the 'Dim:tor' <Pale 53 el Jeq.), 
w" tbe beadquarten brain oftbe Rowaru.hu: and mftny aaother road 
and buildin, achiev=ent in I raq, and W. A.. POYer, O.B. E. ('Perry' 
of pt.", 53), w" me Northern Iraq DiyU;onai Eqineer, wbo JaW to 
it that my troubles over staff and equiPlllCllt wen: II few II he could 
make them and whose considention for III the worlancn wbn CIlIlC 
under hitn, 10 the humblest coolie, was the key 10 his monumental 
,_. Both later b<came senior eogineen of tile Aqlo-lranian Oil 
Compt.ny, ilMlf to lucoessful as 10 be 'natioo.li .... ' by Peni_ a fo:w 
yean later .. ben. tile pal "u]th de~loped by tb.iI vet)' efficient 
Britilb cuttrprite bad become apparenL lr! me earliest da)'l of my 
DeW bridciGa proposals !bey p~ the projeo:l: inval .... bIe IUpporL 
Tbe:y were, in fact, lbe first Jidd ~ 10 .... IhiI DeW &rid II that 
lime IIllIried bridai .... 

or the of6cen of the FU"$I &ttalicm, Assyriao LAm., 10 wbom I 
oMd lei IDIIoCb for tlIcir friendship and help, and 10 wholll lhe life
JIlIrdin, of the construction of the Rowanduz road owed everyt.hing, 
their commander, 'Colonel MacDonald' (pI.ge 139), Colonel Sorel 
Cameron, C.D.E. , retired 10 live in lnveroeu. 

Hil tbree senior offia:ra, known to their maay friend, "" 'Buu', 
'Alr and 'Wee Mac', or the 'T1:uce Muske~ra' of the Iraq Levy 
Force (pIaelilllad tnIIly othera), III in their tlLl"D held .. niOt: rank 
i ~ 1M battalloo while il nill eIistcd "" a British forne. 11 u.med un. 
dyin,s f&ale io iu defence of Habbaniyab io 1941, a victory at leasl in 
part dill! 10 theU" leadenhip and tI"aiItinJ. ~ ruder will nail 
BatMad .... noceupicd by a combined Britilb and Iraq Levy fOlee 
io co-operatioa wilb !be Arab I.epon. TIle Nui.Jooioa Ras!tid Ali 
.... deCtIted and 1M M>ddIe East I!Id ladUo ftIIde we from Hilll:t', 
ambition. 

"Jbese modetIt men, UeuL..coIorIels R. Merry, M.e., H. P. YOIIllJ, 
O.B.E!., F. J. MacWhinnioe, M.B.E., ..... IIIlioioa ill mimDenl from 
their former military Yrork.. ~ enon&b, !be British Govem • . 
IJIeDt doq Qot extend to ,ucb Levy ol!icers th"", pclllioo bendits it 
exteDdi 10 're,.,Iat' oBIcera. Evidently nearly a lifetime or tervit:e ii, 

n< 

• 
I 

, 
I 
r 

I 

• , 

" , 



I 

I 

I 

Epilogue 
in the view of the Powers·that·Sr, 111M 10qellO\lg!J 10 enable tile LeY)' 
Officer, a ...... quite irreplaceable aDd the GysIOIIIO or iJOOd 1Wlaini ... 
Il1uioo, 10 be ~gardcd as a ~p.b.r lOIdier or anploye= of the Crowo! 
At least, 10 lay tho Army pensioo ~",latiODSl 

Tbo lon,-«rviee AuyriaD IOldim have, h~ver, foUowin, drom 
tbat ColoDl:I Merry and I made on tbeir beh.tlf at parliamentary level, 
been PQIed pensiOllJ. 

In his retirement, 'Alf' is looking lner I fellow e;o;·I raq of'll«r of tbe 
Middl_x Re&i=t-the 'Oic.Hanb'_trickco with pennloonl ill· 
ness. They have bceIl c:om])llnionl ia atllII siace 1916, and 1 1m clad 
10 Sly thai the imp~bIc: humour of 'AH York' (pace 91 and 
otbm) iI u jovial 1$ ever, 

'Ct.pc.a.in Banr' (Chapter XX). in reality Majol" H. M. Bwum, 
fonnerly 01 tbe Royal Norfolk Repmcnt, iI Trade UaiIon Officer for 
tbc Middle East in tho Federation of British Industries, I pOd of 
irnportaooe io tdvisinl 00 what and how 10 .. U in !he Middle East. 
A man, like hiI nlOl(:Sllkc, Sir Richard Burton, with £!'CIt lin1'lillic 
ability, he informs me that today, since so many merchants ;n Turkey, 
IraQ IIId Olher parIS of the Middle Easl spuk English nearly as weD 
as we do, the business of SIIlesmanship does oot requin: such Clpert 
trlmiatio, u it used 10. All oatiOIl$ or the world are now wooi", tile 
Middle Easl sill(:<: British 1abourJ unc:overM and developed ill riebes. 
la order to reacb the ordinary people by td""rtising. aDd to keq> up 
our &ood name in tbc 'hoi propq;aod.a' thai emanates from 10 Arab 
ttdio n.oei_, our OWD broadcasts in Arabic: are essential. T'his too i. 
Oeoc:rtl. Olubb', view. 

Botb theie authorities COllIIider thaI wbether u a modest people we 
lil:e it or 001, our tdvertisial and broadcastin& and our sales ..tori 
alon. wilh it, must be on a newer and bigger seale. The 'put·lie' type 
of propapoda mil'll be challeoae<i by truthful rtvieW$. Ir lhe old 
trldins position of Britain ;1 10 be maintained, we mUllllaY clurly to 
the world oot ooly what we have done but what we still ea.a do . 

.... part from!be engineerilll blcuiop of!be Britilh 'colonialism' and 
the mctian of a IIIOdem civil servioc wheRw:r Britain has aone. the 
&itt of the EnJlish IaIll\LlIC to America, 10 India aod n O'll' 10 the 
Middlll: East is, far all tcchoical.lDd en$i.neerina: matten, somethiq: of 
1"'It .... ]~ in worlddevelopll)ellt, and if East wa$ East and W~I ...... 
WCllin Kiplin.'. day, !hey are ,teadi]y beeomiq; mlJCb Deater in time 
of In""l, \a.oJuace and mode of life !.han they were.. 

Camilli DOW to local cbaracten, few, otbtt than the Kurdish 
. Barons like Sheikh Mahmud, Sbeikh Sayed Tabl-tIIe latter dead in 

TeherID foOawing a Ionl detelltioD by lhe Pmiant----<lf Sheikh 
Ahmad o f Barzan, had their circulJUtInCeI in .... y way worsened by 
tbc period of British adminillrltioo. These CleIl, heiDI Kurds, aull"ered, 
il e&lIIIot be denied, SO~bal .. martyn for their ancieDl n.oc which 
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is bdieved by lOme scboIan 10 bo that of !be Medel of the Scrip~. 
Sbrikh M lltmud (Olapter XlI) is abo dead, hut Sheikh Ahmad 1/111 
lives 0 CIlfll ... Th is, to my mind, is a ~d reminder of an epoaide 
rtoCOrdcd ,n the book: (Cbapter XV) tbat don no credit to Briton or 
Iraqi, and I hope lhiI aaeinI mIJI wilIlOOD be rdeased and allowed to 
rerum to his mOUlltaiu 

UDSlltidactory tbougb I consider the treallllCllt «the million KunSs 
oflraq bu been, yet it is prObably beuer than the treatmellt accorded 
the three mi!!ion of them in Turkey and the tb ..... or four million in 
P .... ia, and if Iraq were wise enough to take up the cause of the 
Kurds in earnest (hero I think the book bas already had an inftu.nee 
011 Iraqi opinion) and d~lop lhe ruu:<! 1C.\Ifdish bighlancU, encolU
apn, the Kurds 10 be u Wellb as tIoe Wellh, with as muc:1I self_ 
",*",aJ'ClIICnt LI !bey CI.fI achieve ill their ltnjthy, hilly land, then Iraq 
woold become the nr;w beacon of \r>leran\ prosras in the Middle 
Ea!:t and ber reputation IUId inftuencc would be grcaUy enhanced. 

The Kurdl in tum would, J am lure, be LI i.nero", to the Auyrilns, 
&0 muc.b smallH a minority but equally of mouatain stock. Stran. LI 
it _y seem, OM time leaden ofbotb m- histori<: racalive '"1..on4oD 
today; Hamid Bey Jnban with • Kurdish linea. before Saladia, and 
the po.triarchal AJIyrian family of the Manhimuns, whose I_ton 
ooce pOUUSOd.. 'finnan' or writ of freedom as Christians &mite<!., ,t 
is said, by Mohamme<!. himself. Th.ir mi. relkctl On what w. BrilOn. 
fundamentally consider 'a fli r thin,' reprdini leaders of lUCb 
ancient lIoc.k, leaders of people .. ho ha .... ~n OUr friends throogb 
adversity and cIIUIJer. and .. 1>0 bavc reaped .. bat '" mum? 

or \be old u.chnical stall" of the Ro-..a:od~ road, Gcorp: Mikhul 
and Be1Iyamla Yomn (paces 180 and 95) arc proIperou. Iraqi 1DCr
chanl$ and contrl«ors. A third O>'Ol"$tt:r I did not mention, R.ubid 
AriC, hll become a lead;"i BaJhdad builder and engiDeer. It is my 
plea.sun: to thinlr:: that these mtIl may have belldited by.uc.b tuition 
as the rouab ... turo of the work, twe:nty-cir. yean 1&0, enabled me to 
live them, and II lUIy rite by the lou, bour1 of $lICnuOllS dulY. 
R.ubld Arif and a.anthcr of tho road and bridJe o_rs. Moham
med UnWir Sllyib, have bolh recently wed tho facilities of London', 
bospitals to be re.loored from ""<1 ICriOllS accident and illnesl respec- I 
tively; ud thi, too illustrltes the links that IIOW bind us aIl a.ad the 
rapid InIISportltioo. that maw luch central medieal ",.vice pouible. 
Sl,ycd H.usni EffCDdl, editor of ne c" of KMrdisum, is dead, his 
IwId ptUllIlIused; but Iluhld Arif has just inlllPrlted a new Kurd-
ish periodical, lhiI time published in Baabdad, DOt R OM.ndUL 1bcrc 
ill abo a soo;:i.ty for Kurdish music, and the spirit of the Kutdilb 
people lives on with renewed pride ud CIlUU. 

0.1.1 Ahad (page 178), my muter black"";lh who could forJe • 
=-vtd daaaer or a pneumatic drill .steel and tempel them quite 
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equally with Iny workman in any land, still plies his cran. I lift m y 
hat to Ona AlwI., fDr be was'!DI.D I ctidD'lltadI. He .... !be rtI.I$!Cf, 
1 the pupil. 

1'be Blind BcUU of Kirkuk' He il, I bear, doi", better than ever, 
the book bavioi helped to make him a character =goized by IIlany, 
thoup well blown abo in his own fi&bt. Blessed iAdced an: the meek 
aDd, IllIlidst IlDI:ieGt hoscilille$, I ..... onen UI'lIek bJ typos of l<indftest 
ill the East nne: finds less of;n the West. Or should we call it. part or 
lhe code ofacc:epted condlltt that it the 12l univef$l.' Middle Eastern 
rdiaion1 MUllim, Kurd, Arab Or Christian, u Ilmew them, were 
equally I"nc:rous to the poor IUld equalJy hospillble to the visitor . 
After .U, the Old Testament '5 common to aU throe of the <1lief 
Middle Eastem faiths and it COlltains commandments they III obey. 
The diffc~n_ in U!e ways otlifc of Mulli.ms and Ouisti ..... Yendi. 
or Jews are few when ODe taalyses them. 

Of the probJem& or those wbose troubles chlelly led me to write .. 
book in the /iril instance, the early .hapter. beinllhc 'ItimlDio,gf to 
what R'C'med to me the essential last OMS about the Kurds and the 
Ascyri&nI. I bvc _ IUlF"li""'l to make. 

I fell always. kiMhip with lbox IWWlIIt hiU-4wdlen, perbaps u a 
Scot, perhaps u a New Zcallnder; and I bad developed such rull and 
speed up the predpilOUS lUOuntain~ when survey;n, tho ru~ 
MacKenzie Country JU&CI frinaina the Southern Alps of New Zeal
and wt I could nearly always sUCCCSItuUy challenge At$yriaD at 
KIU"d even on his own Iern.in to Rach any mountain·top or rock 
summit before him. I thin k the "'lution olthe Kurdi1h q\le5tiOJl i.ooe 
where Iraq can IQOI'e o",r her D<i&bboun in ale&itimate way if she 
WUlIl to. And I bop!: she will E....,. af\er t"""1y yean I haw: to n<:ord 
the lack of any a4 .... nco:meot 10wards restored national entity •• ao 
independent K urdiJian in the case of the Kurds, or of landJ for settle
ment abroad in the case of the AssyriaD$. Muc.b work and tboU&bt hat: 
been &i~ to thillatter problem. As I !Po", Aid, Ibe Assyrians are 
unique in Iraq. They are linted today directly wilb lhe Ourcl! of 
EnaJand and they became • landless peopk owin, 10 a n oveniaht in 
the Puoe Treaty with Turkey after the fint world wu. With. bi&b 
natural military ability they have sel"'Cd. loyally and with distinction 
as Britis.b Levy 1Oldien, Jpecially as cwtodiatU of ttle important air 
bases of lbe Royal Air FOcw,.1 firsl throughout Iraq, lat« at Hat>
baniyah and Shlyba. 

I ba", mentioned the Auyriaru:' put in the Bailie of Habbouriyah. 
There the odds in met! and JUIlS were .bout ten to ooe apiw them, 
bul those.re quite reasonable odd. for Assyri .... l l w.s proud indeed 
to be asked to ICCOmpany tbe victory detachment .Dd meet many old 
frieodl of Diana utd RowIIGduz days when • reprUentati ... few wm: 
Gown to London for the V·Day Re-;jew. 
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EpilQ~ 

lb~ ~n Settlm:>ea.t Commi\tte, of ... hicl:l I was the bolIonry 
1laeW)'. coasbud of distinguiabod membe" of the Church, Royal 
Air Force and Iraq t..:vies Command. l t tric<i for lOme yea ... to secure 
fuads and suitable bl>Cb for .. tllin, the Assyri."" ;0 Canada, io 
British Guiam., Awtr&lia, Of in East Arlica. But in each case the ... 
proved. aome di!'lic:ulty. usually. relUCUIIQII to fUlfIl"" any luch people 
as I national croup Iholl&h only. few thousand I' most wollld prob
ab/J bl"" WlUItcd 10 plIO any of thote lands and would then roadily 
have been absorbed' Apart [rom indiYiduats 111110 have left Iraq by 
their 0"'" efforu tbe schemes for lOY main movement of Auyrians 0\1\ 
of the Middle East hive lapsed. An I can say is thatlhc countries that 
mi,ght haw: taken quot&t of the Aayrians wen: 1M losers.. The cue [or 
further emigntion could be rccollSidered. if • tine type of pastora l 
people II oec.kd anywhere in the British CommonWQ]ln, as indeed 
it it, and offen WI SliU be -"" 10 U$. 

If I am any prophet, the future for Kurd or AssyriAn js far [rom 
beiol 1011 in Iraq itself. With an the engineerrn,: wark DOW in hand 
and projedcd, they an bound 10 lbate tho wea!1h piped. KrOSS the 
dt:suu to the waiting u.n1:en. They wiIl benefit from the irrigation, 
the ... ter·~r atld minerals of the mountains, n.d take part in the 
dtvdopmtnl of what may become ODe of the mast progr<:$$i ... CO\IO.' 

tries 011 earth. Tbcqualitiet of tbeIe J,QOO.yw--old peoples must make 
them _pin foU:: to be rcd:oned Mth. They have had for to long the 
privilege of liviD.lP~Y al the ccom of aravilY of alltlie world', 
people" • mid-poi1It betw=! Eut &ad West, North and South, with 
the bf,rdy qualities of hill-dwdlel1 and lUI ear .1waY' to the &fou nd, 
These quaLitiel and traiDin, never age, and their bUslneil .bility io 
modem life i, by 00 m ...... IactiDJ. 

But ;11 ftlakiDa; • road throup their old rutnessel lhat ",e~ never 
before penelrl.ted on , uch a IClIe I feU, a Dd ,till feel, J ,hould uy 
~ about what is desertin, if .U this road-building and 
developmtDl illlot to pr.avc jllJl the twaltleth-oeatury n.pc of a proud 
and bltherto inviolate people. The Rowandu~ road caD, of coune, 
equally wdI be used by the vandal Dr the eonquerDr II by the peaceful 
traodler or trader. It WN, in rIC!, finl U$Cd, and I ....., >'ery ana:rY 
.boul it, for the vanquishing of, from lbe l'<Wi-maker's paiot of view, 
the unoO"e!ldina: tribe at Sheikh Ahmad of Baru ........... od this Ilmost II 
IOOlI N il ..... IJI.Ide.. The Sheikh was u1nd.i!cd to Bunt.h bul hiI 
cbief of ,taO", Mullah Mustapha, hu for WIllIt of any pardoo or 
Wlduuy io lnq, Turkey or ~11", laken himself, his follower$, and i 
the demal!d fot a:-Itr Kurdab rec:ognilion &Dd ripu. to Russia.. 1 

, Yt1, be I< DOled, _ <:O\ID1rioo __ ..btIlr ....,. _ .. illinl: to reoel .. . 
.....u iI'OUP imml&r'"'''' aDd ref_ .. pounda ofitl iDadYisabiliry, Wbat ...... 
_be .......... britw .. ...-. _. _ ...... ot .... lIu _ 
PaJ __ f 238 1. 
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Epilogue 
This is dangeroul, and the dismembering of this tribe W&.I an unfor. 
tunate ruult of 1M road work. 

In. land which COil boast • ..:11 historic:aJ. I'<IQCIrdt ofhWD&ll.I""'&lUJ 
&.I 1M 3,OO).yean-oid engraved Laws of Hammurabi, tbe lalll-Ji_ aad 
autor or Ancient Babylonia; aDd the rod: carved i.uaiption of 
Beh;,lun, wben: in thrn cuneiform lalliUaacs DariUI __ unts hil 
victories and whom he hanged (thllS giving. clue to the tonguel 0( 
tho early Middle East u the Roselta Slone Jives to tbote of aaciCDt 
Egypt, albeit u the cost of the unfortunate yjctims). there miall! 
perhapS be .. ~mple monument to uy V(:ry brie8y what the British 
' ;mperialiill' and 'COlonialists' did in this the twentieth century, allow
iog what ..,tt of people we wen: and what kiDd olexample we lien in 
the world. Where better plaotd thai! in the mountains of KnrdisIaD. 
DOt.., far from wut I h .... claimed to be the world'. most IllICienI 
aty, Arbil? For there.benl.! all Alian and Middle Ealtern religions 
(the lauer h.l.vina .prad over Dearly the Whole of the world) are 
believed to have bad their oriain. 

A tablet could be carved or inlaid in tbe wall of the RowaodIUl 
Gor&e aaying this: 

UNDUe TH61111TISH ~"'NJ)"U IN Tn. YUU 1928-32 w, T flOUIAND M1!N WHO I'O KI THUE 1..I.1<0U"OU 
IUILT THIS 1.0,,0 FOI. THI IENEflT O f "u. ' .... CIfUL 
T ..... VIU.LEU UroN IT. LIT IT UMAIII ,0.0. "LL TlWE 

OUI. OIFT TO OUI. FELLOW WIN 

The OlIIy diflleult)' lies io the nlUllber of lanauages it would. have t o 
be written in-Eo&IiJh, FlUICh, Kunfuh, Arabic, Syri&c, Armenian, 
HioousWli, ThrlWh ud. RussiAll. For my worbnm. lpoh olI Ibqc 
different IODgue51 

This Inscription would. stand II one rocky entrance In 1M lteppet 
of Asia, markin, one smaU ~mmt in one ot the mOlt mIIOte 
Olltpnita of the putcst 100 l!I<* coostN;tive Eropile the earth Iw ,..""-Sited. in OM of the beauty spotS of the wodd , now bccomina SO 

visited and &0 popular though &0 recently a place remote ud. wild, 
this interipfion wO\Ild. be read. fO\' otnlllries to <:()Dle and. would <:hal
Ienge olI who passed it 10 obey III IimpJc doctriDe 10DI af\eJ _ nf 
tod.ay bve left the ,LIse where, foc I .lleetinl momenl of time, we 
b ve acted.. 

'" 



Appendix I 

T he r~ Ihrte uewspaper Ilftidct which I COlIlributed to 17N 
/JqhdtJd TIma, on tho 18th and 29th of August, and 1$1 November 
1'32,' .... y be of interest to Ibc: TUden of IhlI: book as tbey Mr1I 
..nltea to indicau the type of development wort; thaI, in addition to 
tho mon: obvious irrigation drn:lOpme.!ll, 'ft$ in my view poaible in 
I",. 

Apart from the irrigation, ftood rontrolud dr.tiruoge nec:asary for 
Ibe Tiirn and Euphrat., valleys, I felt there were other useful 
te<:hniQJ dcvelopmentllhat could follow. AmOllJl th_ were Hydro
Electricity with its many 1lSeI, Inland Navigation and Improvel1lenu 
in Bu.ildinl ConstnlCtion. These themes ate elal:oontcd in the anictes 
with iUusllatioll! and lUSODI.. So= ate lOday being studied by the 
Iraq l)eveIopmmt Board, 10 !hough ..nttea tftnty.fj"" yun qo 
tbey Ire by nO means out of dlle.. 

The object of Ibc: artiocl= was !.he _ as the object of thU: book 
written fOlll" yean Iatt:f'-to 111m men'llbouJhu from strife to peace.. 
ful developmerll of ruch. remartabll: country. At least some of the 
IlIJFItiOIlS may still prove material for technical debate now there it 
more mOllCY available in Inq, and lue.b an intense desire, by IU 
seetiODl, to develop tho country Mly. Or as One Iraqi put it to me: 
10 !QI.ke iI, if they could, into Laneashire ovemigbll l have wondered 
abolll this new Gardm of Eden II rom~ 10 the old, but prosreu 
whatever iu form is SOllIdhini lKJIIe can Item; the world goes oa, we 
with it, ami old lraq with a ""' ["". 

HYDRO·ELEctRIC SCHEMES FOR IRAQ 

MAJ:INO THE COUI'o'n.T MOn PaODUCTIvl 

Dtloll1 of prap<>Hd Ioydra-elecl'lc lCIte",u i'I 1M 110,,10 at I'allar' 
~I_ In 1M follow/JIg arllel, by a IJMtial CO"'1POrnftnl. 

H. polloll 011' 1IU1' po_' cocJd be tk.,Ioptd drtoply from 1M ,1_, 
of x..,dU,OII, and could be I'" 1MI11U Df ulllu., Iar~" POP"ial/aft.J, 
IIDIA Intiwlrial and ",..cIoankd, III Ihou ' qioftJ dian II 01 puJtJtI ,..,., •. 

, Tho &...-~ _ .. nor hIutiM /lllJlt1ilo oll2:lllo Sept I 1911. 

'" 



Appendix 
Th~ IcltemQ outlined W<lw/d provide" by-wttJ:tittr p,oduttion of 

500,000 harse-powtr and 0 IYWCh Mglter a.uage annll(Jl prod~tion al tJ: 
cosl that _!dJolI yew by yew. 

0.". C<1rrespoNieni SUUQ/.f litt II .... i",Juslriu that might thlU ~ 
delM!oped, aff Ddt!ing to Ihe potentia! wtalm oj Ih~ country-rhe pro
duction oj alumilriwm and nitratQ: and the mablWrmerrt oj reJrigeration 
proc=u for JOtXbluffs that at praenl cantUJl I:>< /rQllSported Jar erm 
in lht cold ""eamer. 

BRINGING NEW INDUSTR IES To IRAQ 

The mountainous district!l eXIending from lalla to Sulaimania have 
hydr.,..,lectric power resources that up to the present time have re
mained quite unused. The rivers lIow in many places thlough na<ToW 
rocky garges wbete il would be a very easy malter to ere<:t coDente 
dalDS of considerable height al comparatively low cosio These dams 
would not only allow of lhe production of c~p electricity bUI a 
part of the river could in most eases be deflected along the open lide 
oftbe rivel vaUey below the gorge 10 irrigate exlla land for cultivation. 
By the U$C of rock drilling machinery and .~pIO$ives il is not difficult 
to form water channels round Ihe sides of the gor~. The main objO« 
ofthc dam would of COUI"$C be Ih. production of electricily by passing 
the water through turbines either in lhe base of Ihe darn Or else in a 
pOwer-hause al the side of the river. 

Economical Proposition 
The electric pOwer can be used. for pumping water from the riven 

up on 10 the lIatlands near them, and $UCh irrigation schemes might 
~ one hundred of even IWO hundred miles away from the power 
ltatian itoelf. Electric power il frequently transmitted such dista.n<:el. 
From any point in the mountains it would be quit. an ocooomicat 
proposition to rupply power to Mosul, Arbil, Kirkuk, Sulaimania 
and even possibly to Baghdad, including aU the smaller taWIl' be
tween. A fair demand for the pOwer would of course be necessary to 
make such a scheme payable, bUlth .... are many UIlCS for electricity 
in Iraq other than street and bouse Iigbtillg. 

The pumping of irrigation water would undoubledly absorb I. good 
deal of the output of I. pOwer station with long high-tension tl1lllS
million lines runni"l ncar lhe rivers. Now the supply of power for 
pumping, together witb the supply of pOwer for town and cities, i. I 

very good combinatian to maintain a. constant demand On tho power 
s!.Ition. Tbe electric power consumed by a city falls oft" towards mid_ 
night when generator!! may for some hoUr!! be nearly idle. 

71rt Chtapal Power 
Thus it could be arranged thai irrigating water could be pumped 

wbon thete is least demand from the towns, and then there would be , ~, 



ApfNndix 

eboap power botb fOf the Carmer aIId thc IOWDSIIlaQ. 1be cheal*' 
""""" can be wpplied when power ItI.tioat nm at nearly full Clpacity 
throupout thc twenty-four hours of thc day. 

E'o'ef)' countJy is today rapidly developiDj ita bydro-clcctrie power. 
The foUowio. quotatiDn from aa utklt by thc most aDted Enpilh 
autbDrity, Profcsor A H_ Gibson, may be Df intem t : 

'Ia CaIifDrnia there;s;a en:e<:I Doe vut ,)'Stem Df doctrical.upply 
e..leI1din. over a distance Df 800 miles, with 7,200 miles Df hlgh-!CosiDa 
uansmissiOll.lirt<:l. This is fed from 1104 hydro-clcctrie IlatiDOS inter
CO!Illedcd with 30 steam pJ&Ilts to live • lotal installation Df 2,510,000 
tiJonlll. A IarJe ptoportioo or this power .. used in aarieulnm., • 
sunq' haviDt s.hoo!oll a coanectcd .,ncultwal power '->ad of nearly 
636,000 ~ in CaIiComia iD. Ins_ The CaIiConUan rioe iD.d_ 
tJy is almost wholly depeudeD.1 OG irriptioa D.Wk possible by ~ 
pumpinJ. WhilJ;t m.lD.y or the ",","banal proD.e$SCS involved in fum
ina: are bein. perfDrmed by eloctric power: 

Rlu CtllllWllimt 
The ufercnoe to rice cultivation ;, Df lpecial interesl 10. Iraq. AlJO 

;1 is iaterutin. to DDIC that CalifDmia, which produces immcnso 
quaotitiel or fuel oil which can be used both fDr .team enpnc. aIId oil 
enliftC1, ~ finds that it P'-)'IID lite bydro-electric power. 
Tbc reasoD. fDr this is ..orIh Jootina: into, because it is _times 
c1.irnM thai oil is thc bt$t. IQIIfCa of power.fOT Iraq. 

Fllel oil eoIU about 2 IlIIlW a p1IoD, and th= is some additioDal 
cost due 10 tr&D.sporIing to thc plIot:e where it is rtquind, and 1h0llP. 
qllile a cheap fud, thc cost Df ru!WD.i ID. enJine wi1l. be fouDd, after a 
few yean' DpcratiOD, to be as mu.ch as thc oricinll cost Df th. iDltalla. 
tion. In 20 yean thc cost Df the fl.ael moy be three Dr four limu the 
eOJi Df I~ iostallatiDn. 

Now with a hydro-electrie insllllltiDn the origin.J cost of tho J 
actw=1IIC lD.I.y bc twice as mueb u an oil np (or Diesel eDjiDc) 
tclleme of the lime output or power. Bul thc water froo:n tho ri ..... 
.. bieb open.lf* the hydro-doctrie SCltioo eoIU oothiD& OYer WUIeYa" 
pcrio<;I of time.. Other eoIU such as supenisioo. and main.ten&DCI an: 
no pater ill the cue or the bydro-eloctrio;: IlatioL 

Thad"on: after. period Df [rom 510 10 yean it is usuaUy foand 
that the hydro-electric power bcgia.I to wort DU! ebeaper thaD oil
.leetric power, wllorca5 Dver. period Df from 1510 20 yean it is 110 
lOll,,, poNoible (OT oiI-e!ectric power 10. <:OIIlpeto in cost exoopt in 
lpecial Wcumstances. 

Thul it is thai CaIiComia eb_ 10. use all htl" .,ramble byd.to
electrie power and scIIs her c:rudo oil to the world marteL 

lrQ(I Rlrwl 
A few stltioas driftQ by oil or by COOl! an: usu.ally iDchaded ID Ill .. 

'" 



A.ppendix 
clee!rifk:atioa Id .. "," wch IS that or California (aDd iDdced of mOlt 
COUIImc.) io order to IIlpplcmCDt the hydro-electric OUlput ill dry 
_tiler .... beo riven an: low, or III C1IIUBCDCY plaoL Such 'dry _ther' 
IUpplementary instalIatiotll an: only necesnry wbeta lhe atwolutc 
miaimum flow of the rivers will not prod",," enough dcctricity for tbe 
ncedl of Ihe OIIUlltry. 

III Iraq evCD the mirrimUIII flow of tho rivel'S wo\lld produce .oough 
powu for lOme yean 10 eome, unless industries eollSUminS large 
qUlotitiu of power should bppeo to IprinS up. 

If we like for example the larpst rivoer which !owl in I l uitabl. 
IO"p-lhe (Jra.tcr Zab at Be.kbme. With I dam say of 10 fOIl in 
bei,JhI, .... hlch is by 00 means I hicb or c:ostly dam for rucb In aocl
Inu roc:k-boand.locallty, II Ius! IS,OOO bone-power OOIIld be devel
oped IS lbe minimum power OUlpul of the statiOl'l.. Thil is enough 
power to .... pply quile I Iarp: IIU., Incidentally tbU s tation woWd. be 
only 70 lIliIu from Mosui, 60 from Arbil and 110 miles from Kirl<uk. 
ThCR thra towns, and allO Rowaod~ eould ea.Uly be . upplied and 
electriCI iniaation pum,n could be ioslalled whe~er ftquired. 

"" ,...""" If the (Jra.ter Zab 111d Lesser Zab l.ad other rilftS and tributaries 
were d.lllllllCd wberever possible, ;1 is probable IhII the tolal dry _ 
_ tber power thai could be producod from all hydro-tlectrie IOIIr<:a 

(hul not iDc:J.ud.i", the 1t&ria or Euphratel riven) wollld U10IIIIt to 
half I millioo hone power. 'The a""rIF UUlual OOtpul indDdi1l1 
winter and .prins coold of coone be eonsidcnbly 1IlOn.. 

Withoul. proper .urvey, and the taJ:i", of sause readillp over a 
period of time il is Dot possihle to sive aoy bUI rough ~[Q. It would 
I«IIl that ruch a hydr~lectric l urvey might well be mlde, because 
th.~ an: undoubtedly great resouroes of power compar&ti'ody eheap 
10 baroesl eompared to powu lCbemet in otlw pam of the world,' 

AI Ro""",",,-
n..re are mlDy places ... bere muJlet III)OUD.ts of power ~ be 

harneued for tbe .... ppIy 01 ourby towtu ooly. ODe of the mOlt 1I0te
worthy " the...,at sprint: ... !Deb!lowa OUI oftbc mounW"de_ 
300 reet above the Rowa.odIQ: RiV'Cl' a.ad dubes ill .... terl'aIb dowo. I 
IWTOW V1Iley. This Spri",lDIiDtaiDS a fairly uaiform /low olwatec' ill 
both SIIfDltlU and winter. I I is called K.aai B<I:h.a.i!, ........ nina in 
Kurdish thal;1 canraot be put to aoy u.seful irrigatins purpose. More 
tha.a I ,(xx) hone-power eould ht harnessed II this SPrioll It I cott per 
hone_po .... r lo~r than thaI of illY oth.r hydro-dectric .memo 
because of tM hciJhI of Ihia rall. The lleacby towos of ROWllIdllZ IDd 
Oi ...... collkl be rupplied and the 1wmI fla.1 Iaods bdow Row&nd.uz 
coald be ~Ied with pumped .... ter aod turtled iolO frvil prIkm 

'l1Iio _ .... __ CIfriod -. 

'" 



Apptndix 
.nd pI.ontationJ of tc=. Te~tile fworiCl oould be built to utilize the 
brae potcnial wool prodUCtiOll of this diJtrict partiCILluly if mer_ 
ino lbeep wen introduced. QuttJyin& of building marble, aod other 
illdllStries, "IVOIIld spring up bclped by the DeW Rowatld~ Ta\Irir. 
road. ThUi the IfW sprinJ .. hich h.q camcd iu name for bcia. u. 
less throUJbout the centuriel wiU be useless no 10Daer. 

Alllmbri1lm twJ NI"ala 
As to tbe pouibk indwtriel which would oonsu_ the [IfF!" 

AmOIIDU or powu !hat could be obtained by damming the Zalll IDd 
their tributariQ the foUowint IUgestiOIlJ an by no meaDl w.austi"". 
Aluminium cam be produced dcctrically from suitable el&ys. wllich 
are fairly common and probably to be found in Iraq . Mlny fertilizers 
for .gricuJtura! we have u their base, nitrates, which nuoy be cxtBcted 
from the llmOiIpbtre by clcc:triaol IDCIDI. ThiI iDdUitry' lIourishcs in 
Norway aod in Germany. 

Ftee:!iD. foodstulh for prese ...... tion Ind transport is In industry 
.. ith ueal pcmibilitie. in lucb prod""ti"" di ltricts. Kurdish applCl, 
peaches, and mounwnlP"l'pc&, are of unequalled sil".I! and lIavour. I f 
chiIlcd in cooI-ilOfd and leD! in insulated lony.VI.!lS tn the toWIII ot 
Ir.q and Nortbc:ro Ptnia they woWd brioa • &OOd price, lpec:Wly 
0111 of &eaIOII.. Tbe same IpplicI to mutton and beef, for the animal 
couJd be tiIIcd wbeD. in iu prime in the sprirl&lime and chilled and 
told wben the price of meal WU highest. Plentiful game birds ouch as 
vowe could be netted and frozen and Wllto the European market$, 
probohly with Iood profit for Jueb a novelty. 

ID Deafly aU couatries the frt:e2:iDa: of foodstull"s for stortI" or for 
trallSport u. long.csublisbcd illdustry. 

Stcondary lNiwlrlu 
Mtmy U<OItdIuy t.odlulr/a tlIId IrAIiu wouJdj/Dwrish ""11ItH primary 

iltdMstria a.td l,oW,=" of 1111 kinds wotJd k nqu;,d. "'-~ 
_1Ty -'dlt>qtl tlboxu t!4t,usItol po/jpuJ fuuu", ,tIdIIldiffuOlUS 
V niJlidal _k "",' lIr>4 pt"IItriMJ, and 1Il1-Id mjDy lilt --V(N~ 01 
d./liZiltOm and pta« ..,,,il:" ""' /JS 1ttJIe" I", ,1,'" o/lhls t DlillIT}' <OS 01 
my OIMr. 

0.. 1M O'Mr NwI, if I,aq II not roins 10 to o/ttQd on ~ prOfrU4iH 
tu.n is Is _ /tnproI>abk IMI ollow CIIWItrlu, m<Ke induJtrio<u, ""'Y 
oM.6 I'lli/~ ptlltJllilii >fflII," """ induJrriQ. ElfJ«IDJJy /blufa, wItid< 
"'" ...... I~tlf 10 be ~ GIl tvnbitlous _,cW COUIItT}', ""'Y r aill 
,IN wandartc)' In Norl""" 1'04, ,ltlN, ill 1"- _ 0' ill ,IN dlslOilI 
Iwturt, if lrdll dou ""I make foil use of IItr 0 .... lWtll and 1Itl1W'.u 
wet>ll~. 

Lit/it tJIIX(fA "'" burl daM $'11,. tIIId """'" mOIIq "'" burr IpDIl 0" 
Itrt/tnnl w.w. 

". 
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Appendix 

I NLAND NAVIGATION IN IRAQ 

TraDsport 00 Wiler is 1M cheapest of aU known method, of COD' 
veyiOI heavy merd!aadise. 

Thoush not 10 n.pid. as tnnsport by road, rail, or by air, ""I ... 
transport continues to hold its own I pinsl I II the most modem im
provements o/"these mcthodJ of carrying 800d.J. 

It has been found that it pays 10 lpend ..... SIllBl ofmooey OIl tM 
buildi,,' of canals and on the improvement of the ruavipbility of 
rivers owm when competitive systems of roads and railways may 
.l",ad), uUL 

For ClClmple, in the United Stiles 40 distinct riven have been in>
proved for naVipliQn in compaJ1l\ively ~nt years, giving mort than 
23,500 miles of impl"O>'ed river w&terwa)'l'. On the 0100 River alnM 
over 100,1)00,000 doItan have been l pe!11 00 loeb and otbeT .. orla 
.inee 19]0. Another larse work, Ihe conslfllction of !he New York 
Stlte barJc canal connocti ... the Rive< Huchou with Lake Erie, bas 
cost more duon 170,000,000 doIlan. 

Connecting Marseilles with lhe River ~ a ship-tuonel h.u been 
ClII throu&h the mountains. It is 4j miles in length, and in width and 
ia beight ;, quite the IarllP' lIumel in thc world.. 

All the &mil riven of Europe have been improvc<:i for in"'Dd. na ..... 
plion, and. inler-oonnee!ed. wilh wille and. d.eep canals some ofwhicb 
CI.D carry barges of 1,000 to'" and. Oft!". Va.\t sums 0( moDe)' are ,till 
beina: spent on Ibcse works.. The Rbi,"" tbe Rb6oe, !he Maille, tbe 
Danube and. the Po are nQleworthy instances, but nearly aU Ihe ot ..... 
rivera of E1,lf~ take some part in !he in1and. naviption ..:heme. 

EngIand.', greatesl .."tcrway is, 0( courae, her 10.., COLII·Ii .... bul 
there is quite an ulensive . ystem of inland canals, nearly 4,000 miles 
in lOW kOJlh. A large proportion of these were early boughl up ~ 
tbe English rail.."y <:OIIIpania and., in order to pnl ..... t oompetitioa 
wilh the railW2)'l, lM uleASioll of the cr. ... l system hal been re\arded., 
and hal not kept pace with lhe improvement of waterwaY' io other 
counlries. The realricti.., in LIly way of tree competition betwuo 
road$, railways. and. waterwllys. it not repnIcd It good policy, 
because il may not allow Ihe cheapest method of transport f()f ""Y 
particulIc clau of aoodo 10 be freely used. 

In Iraq, except MU tlw: port of Bam.h, pncticalIy no work Iw 
been dooe to improve inland naviptioll. During and. aflcr the ..... 
temporary methods were uaed. 10 maintain a t\l.vipblc channel be
I1I'CCII Bagl>d.ad &rid Basn.b, &rid It present the Togril Steam Navi.p
tioo Company i, tali ... a new aJld 'oterati ... method of opca;n,. 
channel tbrough the lhaIlow ..... ebea of lhe TigriJ near Hioaidi, but 
there e.Usts 110 JYltmlatic pro&rIllIme for formiq • proP"'" q1tCm of 
inlaod waterwaY'. 

'" 



Appmdix 
Few countries in the world arc naturally better suited fOf inLond 

wata tnmpoTt than is Iraq. With ill Iw<I &JUt riven I"UIlI1ini at 
fairly ........ padienll from eod to eod of the 00WI\Jy &lid pauinJ 
throv.gh or near aD the impolUllt towns, these D&tl,IraI hiJhwaYi 
!Dipt well be the main artorieo: of trade JUS! ... lheir walen arc the 
.rteries of irription On whi<:h human c.U.tence ill the country depends. 
They have in fae! a1waYi been \IlIId for <!own.nvet transport ill the 
......,., oltbe)OW" wben the _ is deep eooup, .nd a comp&ratively 
SIIlaII ilIDOIlQl of wort would enable them to be wed for up-river 
tr1.l!Sport abo, al .U ..... 00. of the )'ft'. This rel"m .peciaUy to tbe 
Tip which already b ... mainly a Jingle channel (thouJh • very 
vuiab~ one). passc:!l1DON: of the impoTWll townS, Il>d wlbe three 
tributaries, tile Gluier &lid Lesser Zabl add the Diyala, which Ire 
already partially I>I.vipble and could fairly easily, Jiven !be necessary 
capital, be improvtd. 10 Jive rive, access far into lhe Kurdish Liwas. 
Spo::i&1Iy in the Oreata lab, which meets the newly completed 
Rowaod_Tabrizroad near Bethme Gorge, Iraq h.u a ri ..... which 
evea now coWd be used to ftoal d.o<wn Pcnian IDefCba:odite, bulldiDJ 
$lone, add Kurdish rice, .. beat, wool add other produce to Bagbdad 
and '0 lnsrah al a vel")' cheap rate if SOme little IUentioll could be 
Jiwn 10 awking the vatying river elwtnels. With lOme $)'Stomatic 
ri=" improvement wort, $team tup coWd tab merchandi .. from 
BIanh to the Rowand_ TabN road, wb=ce in one da, by lorry it 
could be traMpOrtCd 10 TabriL 

Thus, by mesm of Ibe TIsrit, tbe Grea,er Zlb and the ROWIDduz 
road, Iraq can handle a carryiq trade 10 Lond-Ioeked Northern Persia 
II a ch .. per trII1$it rale than Penia hcnelf can a'U handle il in ber 
ownlemlory from the Peniara Gulf, by roads, railways, or any other 
~ 

In the Arne way the main cbonnel of the Tip, whicl:l pI$SCI by 
M osul and leads imo I mountainous &Dd ralher iDl"O'1' ibie part of 
Turk~, could. easily provide. cheap river IrIlI$pOrt advanua->o both 
to T\lrkey &lid to Iraq. 

Tho Euphrates i, not ,1>Ch an easy river to adapt for through 
navigatioft, on accounl of its many hrallCbes, ill lD&ISbes, and ita 
rather complcl; irrlJatina: fYII= bdow tbe HiDdiyI.h. bam. ... ~. 
tbekss, it CO\IJd be adapted by 1M _tnICtiOa or a lpecial D&viptiOIl 
channel &Dd the introdlJCli.OII or !be II ry loeb and P '"'I, which 
could probably al lbe ume time be incorporated with furthtr 
irription. 

A IpOciaIly in1erQtiq projeet woold be a IIoIviptiOIl ch"nNICOD
oeetiq the T",.m &Dd the Euphratcl U near U pc:IIISI"bk to BIJhdad, 
where the distance between the two riven is , .. n. l t is 10 be Doticed 
that the Euphrates l"IIlU lIorth-west through Syria a1moSi to Aleppo, 
Il>d ia lbe rutllR it will doubt1= be one of tbe .... tenra)'l to Iraq 

'" 
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from th~ Mediterranean. Such. waterway would then be almost. 
direct one to Baghdad. It would depend for ils success on co-open.tive 
development both io Iraq and Syria. 

Curiously enough, lImost a hundred years ago, the BritW> Admir
alty obtained permissioll from the Thrltisb. Goveromeot to ~reh for 
a shofter route by water to India thaD the long route then in use round 
the Cape of Good Hope. This was of course long before tbe days of 
tbe Suez Canal. A mCl$t entell'rising expedition carried the paris of. 
small ship overland from the Mediteuanean to the Euphrates and the 
ship was assembled and laundled. After great difficulties and adven
ture. it sailed its way to Basrah. II is a sad thougbt tltat tbe Euphrates 
is even leu navigable loday than it was then. 

If 1M upp~' reochts of the riWl' s In the go'gts of Kurdirlan can "",ply 
hydro-tltelric puwer aJld lIew tnduJl,iu, ills eqwa/ly lrue lhal 1M lowe, 
, eacher of lhe same ,IWlrI COli easily supply l'aJI$jX)rl oj raw Or manu
faclu,edp,oducts 10 c, f'''''' Ihe WUr world, III addiliolllO pe'formlJog 
their mainf""elioll of irrlgaliott. 

In /10 olhe, way could moll~y ~ bWe, expelldtd 10 bind a radally 
divtf.se counlry inlO a coherenl whole IlIan by dnelopll!g the m"""lainow 
and Ihe desert stelio .... of the ,1"",. slmulUmeollSly. T1l1s wou1d gire 1M 
""""I,y geographical and ;,,,1,,,,,101 ullily and would mab cIt'" the 
".custly fo, co-operalion in lhe iIIu,ms of the p,ospe,ity of all, 
wJzelnu bI rile rwrth 0' lhe soulh. 

noe Two Ri""TS flow on, c""ying W/lSud potenlioliliu 10 IJze le4. 

Whelher Ihort will t • ., ~ ""J dumge ill IIIe <luert Jcelle through whicll 
lhey jlow, depends 011 the people of Iraq themJdUJ. 

MODERN BUILDINGS IN IRAQ 
FAULTS of THE PAST AND H1I<Tli FO ... THlI FIITUJ.lI 

Such knowledge as we hJ."e acquired of the ancient history or 
Babylon with its many conqueron; and civitiutions in the last foUl 
thousand yean; has been derived mainly f""m the old buildings and 
tbe stone and brick cuneiform record!; around them. 

At or near Babylon kings reigned ror a thousand years, yet lb<:re is 
little of the labours of lhe peopl~ 10 be seen today Olber than the 
durable burnt bricks they made. Without these arts of the builders 
there would be hardly anything to indicate that man r:vet e:tilled there. 

At Nineveh about three thousand yean ago the son ala.baster ~us.' 
stone was wrought into palaces with daborate relief catVings and 
ornamentation. But this stone (which i. chemicaUy c.alcium .ulpbate) 
when burnt in a kiln becomes plarter of Paris as it 10stS its water 
by hydration. This WeAthers and diS$otves in rain and frOIil I.nd we 
are able 10 find today only what has been buried by blowll sandi aod 
superimposed villages. 

'" 
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-,-., 

From tile time of !be early European cooqueron of the Ncar I!asI: 
....... cWIcnce of. new spirit ofpmnaaellOO in buildiq <:OIUlnIClioo 
and also • beauty of arcbitcclurai conc:eptioa !hat pn:yjOUl builclerl 
had Dot blOWD. Halrl i$ • very aood cumple but B.ulbccl: in Syn. 
il util! beller on •. Nothing IhOWf the character of the nations of the 
period IIlOR th.on thdr bWldinas. Pam oftb= have defied th. raVIFI 
of time and .~n!/le destructive .fforts of later conqueTO"'. 

Most of lhc: hlocks of none used for the temple of Bao::bus II 
Bulheck ""'" iqlW"e<i to within I millimetre of perf<:el ao::UIU)' and 
1vtR jointed 100 perl'<:etly as 10 require no mortar. Som. of lhe bIocb 
used in !be waU of !be cncioI,,", were 0_ 600 ton, in weia:ht. The 
material. wed waa a durable IiInC$IOM, bul some large columns of red 
puite had been broughl by sea and hauLed over the U=NnoM. No 
e.tpe1IIC or effon waa spared by tile builden 10 leave permanent 
records of their .bilities.. 

£i1T11Iquak, Dtmgm 
Unfortunately t.bis kind of mllOn!"), ;1 IOmewhat vulnenbl. to 

eartbqulkes, wbich oc<:ur in Syria, Pma . nd possibly .110 in Iraq, 
from lime 10 lime. 

In the lUI two thousand yeara!bere ~ 10 h.lve been liltle ad
VUIOC made oa !be bui\dini standards of lhc: Greets and Romlnl, 
and pouaIIy !hue has beta relfOVWion. 

Ctesipbon mllSt in iu day ha"" been an impo&ing buildi .... but il 
waa built of bricb which could be, and .... re, CI..Sily stolen. The &fell 
an:h. which wu buill in I moct illpiollS manner using the quick_ 
scttin, property of )u!lS' mortar, is steadily dceaying beca\lJO of this 
nin-J01\lble COIDp<lllelit. Most of tb. mosques of Jraq are non
permanent buildings for tbe same reason. 

Modrm MtlMM 
One of t.bo main o8"orl$ of the Govefllmtnt COIi_rinl departments 

ill t.bo Iut \ell yean has been tn CDdeavour 10 establish t.bo \1M of 
better .nd _ permanent bllild:iq matmalJ. The multi, &ueb IS 
lbcy _ ill 10 $bort I period, Ire wortby of note. Bumt bricb of 
IItInd&rd dilDeDSions, mon: or Icq saltJeu and approaclWta: in qllllity 
!he Blbyloni.ln blicb, have been used wlIeteYer possible. 

Portland cancnt mortar, rep1aciD, Lime, jllSl, or mud, hal beea 
introduoed. Proper brick bonda and layin. bricks with filled joinu 
ha"" been in.slsted upon IS far u pouible. Cement concrete, witb 
propuly cleaned and graded sand and lhin&le aggregates, have been 
IIIt>d for fnundationJ, bridge Ilmtlllenu, culverts, irrigation bead
worb. c!c. The use of aiabil5ter Ito,," for anythina but internal Oflll.
mentation hal beea di$continued. Limestone bas been ItSed iostead. 
WoodeD 'bullies' and timber .. neraIly ha"" beea baWled IS a IIrue-". 
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tural part of brick buildings. Structural 5t..,1 and reinfora:d concrete 
Mve bun introduced as far as available materials and supervision 
would allow with u.fety. Unfortun&tely, there h .. been, and still i$, a 
steady tendency 10 u~ these materials wroogly, as will shortly be 
eJlplained. 

BUttr Criticism 
Sll'IlDgely enough, the efforts made by the Department to improve 

building methods have often bun bitterly criticiO!ed. The expense in
curred. in using better materials has bun the chief theme of attack. 
though the buildings have been of immense value 10 the country both 
in greater utility and greater moral effect than the older and pooru 
types of construction. Both the materials used and the type of the 
building had to be within the scope of newly·trained o .... rsurs. Of 
engineers tbere were few. 

N ..... rtheJeu, in th. southern and western deserts, in the northlands 
of the Euphrates and in the Kurdish mountains at such pla= all 

Pengwin or Banan, buildings ba .... bun erected of reasonably per
manent materials. Every town of importance has one Or two welI
designed and reasonably executed examples. Some of the$e buildings 
were erected under great difficulties. 

Builders' Triwmplo 
The first party sent to build in the northern desert were massacred 

by raiders. The buildinl\ of the Banan serai was not interfered with by 
the lribesmen (strange as this may seem) bUI Ihe transport of materiils 
mOre than a bundrtd miles from rail_head, over two grtat mountain 
ranges and over unbridged rivers, was no small undertaking. The 
wonder is that snch buildings wert erected at all. 

The Government Arclriteet' has prtpared plans for nearly 2.000 
buildings of various kinds-rtpresenting an amazing amonnl of per
sonal labonr. The majority of lhese Sland today IS ac:compli,hed 
structures-in 11\ paris of the country. Their value to the Government 
u visual evidence of its power is gnater thau the country is loday able 
to realize. 

Buildings have always had a glUl inflUCllce over the hU!Il!lJl mind, 
in all countries aud in all ages. Moot retigions depend laTl\Cly ou 
buildings t<> impress. The great sky-scrapers <>f New Yor" are justly 
<>bjecU of pride 10 all Americans, for tbey are typical of the cntcrpmc 
of the people. 

We tive a day and pass away but buildings rtmaill--ifthcy are well 
constructed. It is in Ihe far COrners ofIraq that buildings are mainly 
need..:!. Not fortilied block_hon .... which suggest thaI a government 
may have 10 fear its Own subjects, bUI schools and hospitals, public: 

'Mr. H. C ""_.1>.1.", .... , ...... 
"" 
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h.oI1! aDd Iibrarle$, building. for Uidustrial research Ind for depart. 
meau ollgril;ultute aDd stock br=IiDi a.od towD &ad ooul1lt)' worb 
"""'-Still IIiOre buildings with I better luadard of ooastructian are 
ur .. ntly Deeded. Uruortun&te!y, the rta.odard of construction is no 
wqer risinJ. 

,.... """'" Io &o&bdad!hom il much private building activity, but the work il 
poor in qllality.' It i. llitlle better perbapll.ba.o it was tCD yean "0, 
bu. oeoatbdeu there are _ ~ .serio ... detects. Architecturali)'. 
the bolita are DOC beautiful becallSe they are \lSUI! 1y I!I.llT'I:d by visible 
" .. I beams .nd by Ilond decoration neither durable nor depnt. 
Proper foundation. are rare. TM brickt used Ill' often soft llId porous 
.... d are . oooer or later likely to .bsorb salty water [rom the l'Ound 
wbicll<Xllltinuoudy evaponla, klvina: • layer of N I. I t or near the 
,u!face of the bricl:, whlch padllllly ct\Imblel l way. 

Wen·bumt bricb are speciaUy necessary in Iraq to m.j" salt action. 
lime brieb an: better in thiI rapcc:t tban the common under·bumt 
brick.. The use of wood in brick walh and over doors aDd willdows 
JtiU eontiDu.., and in mof, it i, very COmmon. Be$idcs bciQl in!l.am· 
mabie it rots in • few yean and eDCOUl'1IFI rats. aDts and vermin of "'-&J Comb6oa""" 

The thicimtSf of wlll$ and the Slrenlth and d.lloction of beams i. 
IlOl replatcd by law. The use of roUed steel joists for canti1evered. 
veranda. and for ~KIi:..IJdI.ia".in roof. in oonjWKtion. withjuss and 
bricI:wotk is ulmDCly popular in &oj:hdad buildinp. This combina. 
tion of jusI with ,!tel is I vcl"j bad one indeed. With the I •• st damp
ow, the jusllltacI:J aDd corrodes the , tee!. Ui!y brOWl! C<lloun 
Ippear throulb the jllSl and in • f .... yean the , ltd beams I'\IIIt aDd 
c:oIIapa. Steel. YerY dunble only when embedded in properly mixed 
Portland cement COIICIete. It must be mll,ely enclO$ed both to prevent 
nutiDllDd alIo to obscure the fleel from the eye, [or exposed . Itd is 
alwa)'J \lIlY. MOIl IlogMad buildin&s thus violate the priDf;ipks of 
botIo. bela!)' &ad puma ............ 

Rubtftlg Ear/hquaku 
H I framework of .stlIlCtW'll steel it properly eacloscd in lion· 

com:JIivc III.UODtY, brick. or __ I:, it is ealIod • ', tee! frame' 
mucture. The deli.,. and ~OII of tbese are IOvemcd. by , triet 
replatiOlU iu IIIOIt couutries. Another important modern type of 
buildiq II ~ RiDfor=l cono;nto.ln thiI type of buiIdinJ !be .!tel is 
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in the form of rods wb.ic:b are entirtly embedded in bomo&eoeous 
-. mind and pLaced with !he JlUleSt CIIle. 

Reinforced COII<'me bWldings wiD resisI earthq\l&ket., Iirct, ra>qel 
of dcco,y or e\'eQ ddibente dr:stroction better thaD. any olhe. type o f 
buildillJ. They Ire dC$i&Ded KICOI'diq to mathe_tical re ....... tiODl ; 
and ill nearly In couutrico, plans, calcularioas and material. for e...ry 
buildin&, ,O¥UllllltD1 or pri .. le, are IUbjccud \0 carer", ~J to 
cnfOf'CO safe ID(1lauina worl::mambip. BuiLdilll and en&ineeriq: ftJU
latiollJ Ire IIdly lackin, in Iraq. 

Mar .. l4ls and Building SIOIlU 
Very fine Ircllitectunl effects could be obtained by ulina tho beau

tiful bllildinl stones now known to be available in the Kurdish moun_ 
wns-white, pink and pey marble$, green serpolltincs, black obsidian 
and mOltled gnonites. 

Iraq is 1lO11ackiD,l in the ma!eriab for stately and dl.lrabk IrCbiIeO
Iura--(ew countries are more favoured. 

Really Iood buildinp when collSUU<:lCd .hould bavo pod iDltn>a1 
arran,e:ments. In I hot country wbere for .evcr:alIDOIIIM of!bco year 
- ', eoersiu I ... 10 sapped as 10 lower his l'italily and ability for 
work, it would not be • difticull tMtter to Irnnae efficient inwul 
cooIiDI- Radialorl of the familiar western ~tltn1 could be 6tttd 10 
circI1Iate bot water in the winter tin:>< aDd cold waUl: illlllmll>Cr, ao 
as \0 keep an even lempentlm', as provided for in tile lale:rt bWklillp, 
apocially In America. 

In I ltil! more modem 1),,1= the lir of aU rooms ;, cin:lILlled 
Ihrouah pipes to the buement where il i. cleaned, ozonittli and 
warmed Or cooled U rc<juired,.s in I~C London Undergrounds, with 
thcir lona electrie lilts. Proper internal s.anilation ;1 Ilw a llIIticr for 
Iraqi build.n to think: aboul, but it would be U wel.l 10 beam with 
tbe fO\lndatio~. IUd wilh buildina: regulotiOnl lint. 

'" 
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SUMMARIZE D DATA AND COST OF T HE 
ROWANOUZ ROA D CONSTR UCTION 

Length: Arbil to Iranian Frontier, liS miles, 
Mio. width: 18/20 ft., max. gradient I in 20, approx. metalled 

depth: 12 illS., surface: bitwoen·bound mac~d.m. 
Excavation appro:<. I million cub. yds. (30"1. rock appro • . ). 
Recorded H.Q. COSt approx. £200,000 inclusive of bridges and 

bridge e=tioo, machioes and drills, e;<plosives, tents, tools and aU 
wages, salaries and charges within Iraq and debitable overseas pur
clwes. Construction began 1927. wu completed 1932. 

Engineers-in-Charge successi ... ly : W. J. Moffal, R. Ellis. A. M. 
Hamilton, Say«! Ahmad Shawki. 
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