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PREFACE 

In ti t.:iy, have focu~licd '.m the stI"ilti-

f f ,unjabi villilqe. The sub]e~t of the 

ItUC!'_' 15 so, 10Ic;;;,c, but the methocolo:;_)'_md techni.ques 

, 
T"is tl'lesis ",r1tin'1, h"d beE"r. , learninq experience 

for me, hence I a~ aWare of the deficienc es in this work. 

I urqe upon ~y readers to take it in the same spirit. If 

• I have been successful 1n utilizin9 the anthropological 

knowledqe, 1 ?ained from my teachers even in fragments, I 

.... ~ ~"~ __ r _ _ _____ w~ • 

• 
This thes~s writing. however, have taught me more 

about 'what net t,; do' than ahelUt 'what to do.' H(>oefully. 

'his wi .. l e:'lar~, me t< produce something more sci: larlv 

.,,,d acadc:llic vork tho future. 

T. , 

J 
i 
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:'IIAPTtR-l 

INTRODUCTION 

c!lvt.ion I. ne",_,.,lIitat81! by dlvcn:ent and dissimilar func-

t10n. which 'r" es.el'.c.ial for the lIiurvi"al "t the m~rs 

of a society. Hencl' social dif"erentiation bec(l:rtes a vital 

condition for the e~istence of ~ny human society. 

SollIe aa~ts of differentiation ariae out of 

t'!1ese social I' c'.)termine,! lI&pects of differentiatlon ter.ed 

as ~5ocial :·t, l' "',".11 io:"\" ar~ thf' 11111],·, -o!'lCI'r" ,.," this 

Tr-<;earch. 

!'.or ?c,')f"'aliy, tho present n>se"r"h i. ailllPd 

,'" 'i'V"St.lgl\ ''''< th,- ~o('1111 IItratification in .uJ aqrarian 

f'unlab. 11'1 this rC!iearch stratification 

,3 v_ewe1 Ii. a BItlltJ.-dt.ensional pheno."1Mtnon. Different 

f k·tors such as, occupation, land-holding composltion, ' Za t ' ~ 

et . ,lira taken Into eonsideration to ~ccount for stratifi-

cation in a Punjabi ·Illlaqe . 

1 
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1.1 SELEC I~ OF TOPIC I\.:'D LOCALE or STUDY 

Th lnterellt ". tOP1C. • trill' ticat 10"l 

in • .. 'i"t:~ ,>< 
~~'. • .. two-rol_ .I.rel , ch • very 

xilite. - of , e~!"'lell phenoc.elo • of ,. e , "cadeaie 

1"1oe..-('<;t ,,' n-- c " • " titK ticl'l .. , favouritee 

uoject o' , " 
, ,=b c of 0 •• sciC'nt " -h('ra 

exi-t8 ! YO :lin-~I '>od::' 'f Ilterat:;ue )r) Itriltiflcation , 

botn 11'1 l<JY and bnthropology. There i. a 10n9 chain 

,f discu •• io )n t e nature and lIIechaniam of stratification 

.HI IX h th .. blV. state :'I disciplines. Social phllollopher. 

like K.HI Marx (1'161), Hax Weber (1964). Emile Durkheilll. 

(1949) lind l!lO( n r 'i, II' ientilt 1_ e KinqsJ y Davis 

.md Ebc-rllolc 9SS1. ,,11 ave 

.. id sOIIIethinc ab.:..Jl stratification. t. nature ~~d ..orking. 

The 1oTitl.ng!> )f th,-~ above-Iller, iO"'lei soci 1 theorir;.t5. 

aocioloJi.'-· nth I 'p~loqiBUI. inspir~ "" to look 

"Ie IiII Y at th th are! .cal aspect of IItrattf.i..Cal ion and 

th n foc-ull )n i' - actual workinq in tl""e lloeiety 

L '<llly in I Pt'ljl bi v 1 "c-. 
speci-

s. con(l "/. th' IItudie! on IItr<ltiflcation i.n Punjab 1 
l.e allsost non-ex o;':(!nl. This IIcdr-ity of liter .. ture also 

ca. led for at~ nt on. At present. there are only two siqn1-

ficant studi'lil 0 IItratificatio\ 1.n Punj ... bi villaqes' 

• 



) 

'la~ s and Power in a Punjabi Vil_!a,:oc, by 

~ ~hir Ahmad, an anthropOlogist; and 

2 . T 0 Pakistani Vi llages' A Study in_ Soci" l 

Str~·ification . by ~oh~~ad Rafique Raza, 

a soc .. oloq-ist. 

Th.sl two studies inspired and helped ro- in my 

research. ;"atcr they have been J:eviewed briefly in thi s 

chapter ~ho.ing their relevance to the present study. 

re ,e 

~"-' ,,::- )ry conditions to lrry out this 

h , , ,. 

, 
al vari<\tion; 

h. ~e r ~'arch site should be easilY 

.. 'prolchablc and 

c. The research site should be in an area 
56." .. ",,0> 

ot"-er than Dis t ricts of s a b ; .. ? l and Faisal-

abad. in which the above-mentioned two 

studies were conducted. 

I<eepinq these conditions in lII.ind, r selec ted a 

village in District Gujrat, an agricultural village which 

llIe ,t!!, all thl c:miitlons stated above including the I:equil:e-



• 

ments of occupational variation. The village is linked 

with the \l1 "lIed ro<..oo by tot"o and a half kilometers of 

'kacha'trac~, hence easily approachable. 

The village named 'Chak Jani' is situated on the 

north~western side of the city of Gujrat at a distance of 

about 55 kilocneters. The city of Kharian lies towards 

the east of the village at a distance of about 26 kilometen •. 

The village is linked with metalled Dinga-Kharian road. (A 

detailed description of the village is given late in 

Chapter-2 pp. 43-S!!) 

1. 2 .'RO lLD! STATED 

Social striltification in its I,lost general sense 

-
II 11 sacied'" -,-cal concept. It is used to refer to the fact 

01 both indIviduals and groups constituting higher and lower 

differentiateil strata or classes in terms of some specific 

or generalized characteristic or set of characteristics. 

/ 
Borrowed by analogy from earth science~ the term 

stratification has cOllIe into sociological and anthropoloqical 

use, only since about 1940, although t~e subject to which it 

refers has been discussed under the heading" "Social Class H for 

a long time. However, in contrast to its usage in earth sciences. 
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the $O<::iolO9i<::31 usage of this concept often includes impli

citly 04 CJ<plicitly, some evaluation of the higher and lower 

layers, which are judged to be better or wor se according 

to a scale of values. 

The conce~t of stratification in the presen t day 

sC'ciological and anthropoloqical literature denotes social 

inequality. 'rhus Sorakin defines statification as: 

• differentiation of given population 
into hierarchically arranged classes. it 
means the existence of higher and lower 
strata . Its basic and true essence cons
ists in an unequal distribution of righrF 
and privileges. duty and responsibility. 
social riches and scantiness. social 
power and influence, among the memebrs 
of a sDCiety~ (Sorokin. 1928 : 570). 

~burn and Nimkoff call stl'atification, 

n ... l'egulated inequality in which people 
al'e al'ranged highel' and lowel' , in accord
ance with their social roles and activit
ies· (Ogburn and Nimkoff, 1958 : 57). 

Davis and ~loore say, 

• Hence every society must differentiate 
persons in t'.,rms of both prestige and esteem 
and must therefore possess certain amount of 
institutionalized inequalityn (Davis and 
Moore, 1948, 243). / 



, 

... 1,. t lC soc la 1 scicnthts .conl ioned abc:lvi • 

.ainta n that &0 ial differentiat_ n lIno socIal ln~qu. 

lity He 'un:l.: ,1.1 C:J.aracteristic!J of X1, _ a: TlIti!i

c tl0 IIC x h t ~ -()nc~pts i.e, .o:i.~ diftelertiation 

~Cl.11 r. • 11 • ("I' 0 ~(' -:\d '"hir: with 

fe. Mv r se~' -h inl 'nia t, h w thaI 

h ~i fe~c tiat ... ! fran 'h ath since 

ht.'·'HJ! ii f Tl ,t III ':11 ngl" lnd ach th Hc' 1n'luish-

'Ible ~ra( teris c J s~plp wor II, J think d tinction 

should b:::!!!ad b tW1 ~ social !... e~u; 1t.'I and SOCIal 

1if"'erent i.t!, al least while studying the villaqe life 

of Pun ab fOC'lJ' ~Inc {n th .. o;"hj ..... t--"'''tt:·'r C''' ,'=" . '_ !!t~.ti-

ficat10n. ~ocial :Hfferenti.st.on );.181 rer'!cs to t e filct -, 

of t"ICla divisl0n of functions .. her n. soci.al 1equality 

implies ex stenee <Jf higher and lower arrangelllf'_nt of people 

livina 1n .. !K)ci, Y In terms of "~a~th. ;,ower and erestige.-' 

I .ave <.II ~ he ~~ atc!IIt.f .cation ~ mace 

gene; al ~d s ! C Jeillling than l~.s cut"t"<'nt aociological 

U81 t"atifu'atu n h:'r sl..mply !!IeallS grouping of l.ndividuili. 

te· . • her XI Je ~ I Cf one or :lOre th.an on. ='-'n charac-

er ;t irs. The ilia' focus of tt I research i. 1 the principle 

or to"le log ir: 'f t . ie, ticn 1n the villago. ~ut the 

ro.ani fest tt. s 

f.0:U8 vh r ,yer nl eo: e 



1. 3 HYI'OTHESJ:;S 

, 
The main hy~otheses to be examined in this 

thesis are that: 

a. The pattern of social stratification 

in rural Punjab is multi-dimen s ional and; 

b. That it is manifested at different levels 

of socio-economic life and finally; 

c. Tholt its multi - dimensionality is charac

t, riZ"fj hy a numb .. 'r of determinants. 

1 

To test these hypotheses,we need com~rehensive ,,-anking 

crlterL whiph " .. ill b" spelled out 13.t,.,. in this chapter 

under the headin'J "R~lcvant Liter<lture" (P. 12). At 

this statH it will b.i ""orthwhile to describe the context 

of my fieldwork togather with the methodology and techniques 

used for this research. 

1.4 CONTEXT OF FlELDWORK: I!r:':'trrnro;y AND TECh?HQUeS 

Sefore going into the field, I got in touch with 

two of my old f~iends in that village . I explained to them 

the objectives of my n~sea~ch. They showed great interest 

in my propo~ed study and assu~ed me of their assistance in all 



, " 
" . ... 

" , 
" , 1 , , 

• 

p)esibl. ways. We .<reed on ~ fixe! date for my 'rrival 

:n", r ~':i by thel.r interel't and prCXllis, for 

cooper3t1on. 

towards Kh.4ri~ n. '. JIll Khariim - rellched Dinga, .!II small 

..lr';;l Sl.te in th~ fternoon by • local 

~ .. Ie ~ t 'l<J1l Mrse-Cirive"l carria,)e) f:-OIII there 

-lrld -:t ed lIlY O~: ~e_ t.o the v 11l1qo. The tra( Ie we were 

t <tV ~, val C"Jl ty ar:", ." nding. There weT' ~ Id. as well 

lie: erlcs from time to time lind puff!! of 

,r S'cn was IIcttin'1 behind the 'Pabbi' 

hi 1. :>f . .leiL..... rilnson hue \<. II apr ~d_ I )\ le hori%on. 

"at I'll ~ t ~ rIO ids or :lOth sid. 8 of he tuc' l'ld tried 

t) ~l uz i:._ lIe d fer_ c S 1, Ide I[~"le t _: 

• ) ('>n"ounter In I Polki.l 'nl villa'l' (rOIl t lllL 

I alii. accu.stcr.-~ to. 

_about 

ty life 

After .ll,out hal' an hour , we -:01l8L>o' tn.' CClllented , 
)ri0ge ~n -he ',ul ~h' ear the vi 10.1<; In<! scnn{", •• wiht n 

th be iIII:hr es)f ':N! vUll1'lc. M1 friends were ~itin9 

on tab ~;c. :: paid Rs. 10 t:: the t"Clnqa-w, lla and 

.. )' f'rilnds, inl,.~ite of.y :ll •• i!ltcIC', C'ar~lcd lIIV lU99age to 
~ 

:!..,f.hu pIlle whcr I lola! to resid .... WI taH:.~ Ilbc::t the vill"ge 

1 ,fe, "l.ke b ~1 its Ch"nqlllq 1 h'-style. It was. hectic 



and tlcln,; Clay ,ne:'! we _re a~l (lxhnlstOO. L.t ,t night 

we had)ur IIICj al.~ reti.red to bed. 

, 

Next OIY aqai., I had a long exchange )f views with 

my fr::.ends. 1 ifl(p.lire' frc. thl!!ll -lbout the vil: .... qe. lts 

history, p''':>pl , 'Zats', ;)qcieulture, educat~·)n lind several 

other tcelated tee '.CS. They ~('re quite knowl. :igt'able persons. 

· ..... ey r "lIHlinte lIIe -,cit .. the ¥a: iou" asp~ct8 of th" village 

,if whil' 11', h lped _ varify _c of .y r _ dings. 

·b J, 'lV' ci.'y ... they tl) 'k .1' arOLlld the village. 

'" mo'_'c, in" :l iff, 'n'- t Molla 11.1:: t th-, 11'11: '~'" _ They intro-

C' lC- I!( IIU tl t 

i-Jrpose of 

11'1 h~- ;H ')pi. am:'! ex lainld t - h(. the 

'1ac.!.. peepl. were mspi )u aoout III}' 

intentions '\It a) r.n ,s n.,vH! t ..eic susp_ci. :'\5 by liqt.t 

.nd cO'lvlnr -. !:'FPlcnt,. 

I let ~!-,.:lkeep~r •• cult,vators, """nt ... rto diffe.:-eflt 

:4oh"llil8. 6"t wit;' people of different ''lat8' al ~ di8CU811ed 

lIIi1tteTs )f ql'fler,,) ~"t .. re8t. In t"::8 .. ilY r ..... ~ble to 

e.ta;,Lsh ra1>p ,t ... ith the village-folks. My friendll beCiUlG 

Illy kf·y-infOIID':\fIla. We ullually dillC'ullsed relev,u' problem. 

at niqht '1'1.1 _·t::JUt '1'1 'he IIOrl"ln<l. 
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,,(ter this initi.al stage, it was no .... pOBsjble 

fer _ to "'J\' 

"I"a, _rt to ~he :J.e~,d. with tn~ an,j ,.3rticipllt d with 

th·-, ,- 'he:r ""'k, '!"J and r'!Ill.v.llB. I visit',d the 

an' a".nn. I", './l ·;:t at B"'pa and ?bserve peaple buying 

t ",qs. 1 ·:i51l"._ ',Y new frl,enda 1(1 '_hel.e own Moh"llas, 

Bt..oyed In tn~'ic :":'eJ. ate food with them, observed their 

'.I\'n(·ral l1vin9 t .:md.:u·J .,1)(1 txo!llt-ioUf.l! !J,ltll·rn_. I got 

In(')rJllalI.On about their .)C·;upatiOI'l. Zat.'<Jeneo1o.qy. education. 

kinship til'; 'nd ,..etimes about their pf>litical ,tfiliationl. 

T, was Ik 1n9 this period when fully re.lliaed 

thl' utilit" of th' ,nthroOOlngical 'echn:.que. partiC'ipant-

ob~rv.lt io; :":-.n ... Jql :».["t i.e ipant-ob.ervat ion . I 9athered 

l<!,r9~' aDlount ~~ dltll ilbout diff"rent zats, their "CltuIIl 

"ntera..,tlc'_ .n.! ~lflkin'l BYBtem. Datll on the occuplltional 

ranku.<}. Jr'_., - ,'!llCofI lxtween people of <:lfr:.rcnt ,:>ccupa t iofiB 

,,~j type of e<.lop·r 'tion .... ith1n thn ?cople of one occupation. 

Boort d '.j '_,n I.. to:.r-al,d .. ntra-qrou;> .behaviour. were also 

eollected t:lrO.1q:l th::.s I"'·chniquo. 

Th· VII! ,~c·l'ahj.1r!· ( .. i'C,tly 'lerk frOID Land 

Revenul! O"pdrU!tt:)lt '; was not I'art!cularly cooperat1ve dur ing 

the initi.;Jl stage, of .y research. But after BOIaO tUlu , 
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1 .ucceeded in e.! ,llllishin" ral'pClrt with hill! through the 

age-,ey·t soac p·"'ple . . : ,Iter o".P;atvari provt:d ~u'te help

ful 'I.I,~ pr,'vidcd m· ... ith inter-Illation about IM~d~owner.hip. 

U!II" ,ize all:l 31· ,t 3qrieu.1~\JI ':>In al 

" ':'If, (111.:,,,- ':>e.;,!:' .... i<J/ '~";;:lntly irlcaoT""nt for IIIC . '·ince 

in":UBatlOfl 'I' t,' ce. throu)h h:.lll later eClabled r to 

compo r t t .mat, h lal,d l..'Tler' of t'\/! "1: I "9'e t_old 

.. e. -casifffill.y· here weI:. inconaistencie. i • _n tpe 

Whl' el! 

tho (~orrec~ .}j'.... 5iMil.,rly. t aC'JUireci GCJl1C' ('Ilra:" in (or

lIIants of diffpr,' t '''ats' enqllqed in dlfferent ac:·urat i on. 

who provIded m· ""1:11 r·'I"v ... nt Intormatlon 8oo"t ""Cuplll i on 

and · "..,Is . ' 

.. OW-~ b '::I.e 'and -)[ Illy research. I talked with 

the h"ads!)f ~::lIeho:d. ,)r dl.' fere:.t oc=patir:nl 300 • Jal •. ' 

T put de.! inite -Je~' .0::1' ",bout '!leil" Z"~" occ-upationl, 

chanqe in o,c"p·tioc .• tt.ir pa.t,rt'lations wi.ti, other lllel'lbers 

of t' "I.r ow, lal 

h 

n.' w, th)thE't lats, 

,tHiciltion 

!. 'moqrph l c :Ion il P-,m i!;>-- VI laq 

_teriai. 11 <I ~~fui herc to) tev~~ .. &OIQC of the rele-

V<Ull l:t';:llurt put:b:,.'d in this field. 

• 
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1. 5 REL~:VANT LITERATURE 

h'hile studying the stratification in rural Punjab, 

we are confronl ~ with the problem of ranking criteria or 

theories of strat iication. There are a number of theore~ 

tical and methodological differences among the theorists of 

strati fication. The fundamental theoretical division can 

be characterized by multl~factor Or multi~dimensional and 

uni~factor or uni-dimensional approaches to stratification. 

flut the selection of relev.lnt faclo!" or factorf' for ranking 

individuals into stTata or classes is also very controversial 

in both approaches. Hence it will not be out of place to 

discuss a few theories of stratification in t.he following 

para'Jraphs foc..:::"in<' on the ones, - found relatively more 

relevant for my oom study. 

1. 6 UNJ-DIJ4ENSJONAL APPROACHES 

a. Max \'1 "be r on Class 

Max Weber writes. 

"~Ie may speak of a • class ' when (I) a number 
of people have in common a specific causal 
component of their life chances, in so rar 
as (2) this component is represented exclu
sively by economic interests in the possess
ion of goods and opportunities for income, 



m1 III is represented under the cond~-1(>n$ 
)f "he cu" odity or 1.I.our _rkets.-
Web- r, 1964, 43) 

Ac,,=or<:.,nJ to Weber the SPPCiflcity of ~n 
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~hance ,n th, mollkC!t .L& central to aO<'iill class. He further 

cllplaina' 

",. is the 1II08t elemental econOlllic fact th.lt 
''!l~ way in which the diSpOsition over IIIBte-

property 1s distributed _'lIIOnq a plura
l!I','"f people, meetinq cClr.lpet:itively in the 
&.1rlo:,· for the pUrpollC of ,,"xchan9c. in itself 
crotal spe-zific life c~nces· (Weber.196~' 681. 

Thus ":')('.~!, 1 .. " - .' ;;!~ll .r 11(", o,: .... nc., ". ,. ". ... , . ~ '. as • " " ,d h' ',rl" .~ lisit" ., 'h. class 

_ t"JI tl' " P' '. " ' .. lack o. )ro~"rty. • -nee " . 
-. Jat io;;. .I!\"tel~: "Qack·-·t sitUl! ;,0- • ,"d <he 

~,··.jti, w .. · h re!;, '<::t to prC'~rty cteI'lllli.nes the "kind 

have. 

lIIincs the life chances .... hich in t.urn, dctenunc the class 

PC!' '. tion of ... n ind~ vid-."a 1. au t Weber does not exvla in why a 

gr;oup of int-I'I .. :ual~ hal a specific causll} :oIIIp~ent. Who 

c~mtr;ols th·! lIIar;kI t ... Further, th.· type, lIleehani. and the 

ir;CWllr tances of coalpetition lin left unexplained. I t appears 



• 

14 

to me that Weber's theory is culture-bound, that is, it 

Can be useful in a highly industrialized society where 

a market situation like \~eber's is present and dominate 

the social life. In an agricultural society which I studied, 

open competition ~s non-existent, discouraged and is subject 

to nOn-econOlllic pressures like religion, kinship ties, 

Zat etc. Hence, these factors should be given .. dequate 

consideration in addition to Weber ' s economic factor for 

the proper und~rstanding of the phenomenon in a Punjabi 

village . 

The }tarx sts view social class with ref"rence 

to the meanS of production. They hold that relationship 

of men with respect to means of production determines the 

class structure of a society. Lenin says, 

·Classes are large groups of people 
differing from each other by their 
relations (in most cases fixed "nd for
mulated in law) to the means of produc
tion, by their role in the social Or
ganization of labour, and, consequently 
by the dImensions of the share of so
cial wealth of which they dispose and 
the mode of acquiring it " 
(Lenin, 19G2: vol. 29, 421). 
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The M<l;::: xi!::.s identify 'cwo majo!" (:11198<:. 'n 

':he c.-,pit , L i.1 XH,·tr; 1, Bour<jeo~s.ie .. no 2) r'~~ ·'tariat. 

"Bi bourqlO • . e," "larx -nd i:1gel. VTote, "Is 7 the 

~,f social 

-. . - - .. (:tdrx :.": Fl'Iqels, 

191'0·: V.1.1. Thi ""''le 11100.:.[ ·'n-,titut· s t .e pcole-

tar t l.,~ 

be analyse! with C' r,~rl'nce to ~ he alleged stru'T~: blotween 

these two -la55(,1I. 'Thi thr:-ory (""n be termf'd AI'C)nflict 

,0:1 put 

peal.u into III t""}( "illtie cl ..... So 

: pro-

dllction is In :::p 'cl ut f ... :tor, but t!'1is i. :ml' one factor. 

J,l.'h as IIIOral valu(s. educat :m. Zat and 

t: 31 ., t:.l'-1':\.(: toe ICCC',-U:: ,.lato.o· '0 a la .. ~.r 

>I'I( 'J • ~5earc~_ wiI ~ .. how u.t 'he (NJ1ers 

_:n' of prod"ction ace not alw/.y. anta-

~O. ist C f) <let, . h ~r. ()cc.lsiQn";'.l. there ar(, (":)nfliets 

b· twee!l tn· ~ave .. ,~ haVe-nots but ali."nment. '0 take 
• 

pla( e b<!·twee,. tb ·wo. Tbis th~ory 0-;=-:>1 iUe •. b· pbeno-

~non of st!""1t .. C,tiOfl and r'erc.-·ive-. It one-sldeHy i.e., 
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l~ke Weber, 1n e~010mJ te~. only. hence thouqh rele-

vant, 1 did not find it adequate for lDy purpose. 

, .. Fur 't onal Approach 

In the present ~ay itcrature, functlnn4 iam 

n important theoretical and methodological 

llwroach to st c tot, In the fum;:tional frarle of 

rcf"crer e'~ 

~ .": inequaUty .::0 interpret~ in 
aroe \iay functionally indispensable to 
the .,1ntcnal'K'1C }[ IJociety. the oartl of 
WhiCh ale conceived to be integrated and 

utuaLy in1 enclated as a systcQI in 8')1.1' 
l,briumw 

• ;ecli;.cr and Ba.akoft. 1957,)86 • 

'ther expO'lents )f 'unctional analysis <Ire Talc)lt Parsons 

'19631. Jl:inqaley Di!.vi& (1945) .md 11jlbt>rt Hoore (1945). 

Th..- 'U;"ClI.0ll'll \pproach tells uS IIIOre .. bout tunc-

tion .. l nature ~f t:catitic:aticn Tath. r thaI its Cluaes, .... lIieli 

al ) '0 ;'. ute e )f the purJ>~e. )f this study. Th., 

f'~nctional ,1!' 'TQile h takes SOciety ~ static in w/ ich the 

RCX'~al ~osit )1\ of each i ldividual h"s been sup&. -imposed 

and thus fa_ ,t :OCl:3 o· Clyr, ,,,i -·cts of .al strati-
.. ..-,f. a-. ''"0, 

f~catlon _Il a m aci villa',. ... f"nctic ,1ollPi:u "lI'h has been 

us~d 0 Y In ) r " ;ince t ,i, approacl:> .as alao tK>en found 

inadequate th)u~h with occaaion",l relevance. 

• 
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,. 
19~1. H •• H 'he d t.V:: aion of I',·o.,le int.o ela.ses on 

t,: ~e of C! .t: .:rut _"]t'J. lie p:-:ltll!lt d "J first :?llce such 

::r,·eria.a tho .: 1c of acquirinq: incu.ea and '~ir stU! . 

f " ,;pecific PlOd., of distributim lire not. 

explainl J. lien·:t, th',u,~h a roespect;able thf'Ocy (c: the study 

of .,;l["at'f,c~t 0 .... I d,d nOl find It c,y,arclK'm tve enou'lh 

for Illy "urposI' 

_~ere are 8ocioloq::.st9 who ac!:;?t tl,e r.lb ectivist 

~On' :-:'.'SI'~(;B & )n5-'~ered 1II<'1i.n ,lnd deC"lsivc "actor. Thus 

l"xlt'y _lntli.: • _. 1"1e r":lti.-'.I'~~ iJe'vccn -he claas 

ot CIIIpl, v.'ra .nc 'Ile _las8 of Irlanuai l .. bour ia p; ~dly 1\ 

matter "f individual polnt of vie'll-- (Cooley, 190Z, 98). 

M.y study will .ho .... t~'at Cooley'. hypClthl·.ia that 

-t-'e c<'l.,tio~,.::~p b,t",c'm tho cl .. ,& of I',,"ploy,-"r_ dod the 

cl ••• 'H lI.I'm,~l lolb"u .. I.. primarily a &ltter of !",dividual 

slratifi,'ation sy.t ..... in a P'lnjabi vi}' ''JE' life. lIowever , 



" 

c-; 1e- e ,,1. .... Jce one "!l.OCC vlIciabl· o.h Xlld be 

intrQ~u ,c·j in ~cHtion to ·ind,Vldua~ poInt of view· and 

t.hat 18 ·,~l- 'C" ..• ve pCll.nt of V'.ew" of t,'e .CInb:,-r; of a 

seci.ty. 

w. hal I.' lie,~n :h.at un1 .1ael;sional thl,;,r es are 

not very belpf~ (or our purpose, ~causc these t .earies 

look for II lIin<;l_' .r·_~fIle of steatific,ltion in wl'.ch every 

so ia1 group c; ir:::: v.:!'J' 1 occuoie. a ,.lnql, :)0- _' ion, 

"'- -h .• nn .111'01'(, thl -ase. HarKe, now we will discus!! 

t,,!:! ~\ '.-i~:: c ~l "heory WI.ich for ,1:-. "C.:,C tIC nature, 

pc. 'e.' 1IIC;.1·~ ~e 1>11,11 for the pc .... '.ent nSI'"lcch. 

, ~ •• : T. • 

In ".. I :lir;:.,sion"l th·!orv divisIon of society 

i"ll:-o'trat", • Sl;ll Y based on Il.Ich factors illl occupation, 

'.',ope f dwt,llin'T. pIaL· .... of r ... !I~denee. s1'1'''' of lnc 'CI:!Ie , 

edacatiOll etc. L. Cc.errole nallles th"ae factocs , " . . .. pre.tiqe 

factors of inca:!lf' , Jc'~upation. power, birth .ani :leTson'll 

qu.,litie&" <beT :;lc, l'}~S: 274-1~\. 

':"l.e f;,,::"',T, :)r the blIis,cs ot which particular 

,.n:lividu •• .I. re ~rdld as belo"li, 'J t:,) lef~nite st:ratUIII. 

15 41"e1 s', t: S .... , us', writes Mer' 1.1. -i. t ,e po.itlon 

,1 per vir ue of hi. 1<)1 .,~. hIrth, occupa-



'_io • Ti. ;-r _ : 3' r ~chiev"r:lellt- (M,uL _.11 . 1962, ,,-

:olltnar iwist'. thelni-dimo:>nsiolla 1 H,eor ists 

extract II •. "31" al j vertical stratlficationa1 ~ttern 

allC>ttin'1 ,'aclt ~r" 'P or individual a sinqle posi' ion. No 

:lO'\bt, I't:,l: .fi,cltie' .::ually occurs vcr! ieal:., blt the 

oec.'pation of dlf'!rent andsoaw:timea contradicl~j y positions 

~ : ... rt lin '~lIt('nt •. ~ rmrilwnt 'f I"lt'nomcnon. ;t,nifie ti, 

• f"u":lCl "., p-r,uht 'tr,tt'.fle·it .. on, r,'lativ. y -arc 

" 
-.r~<:h. 

; at fern .n 0_' 

" - ... ::-e',c:.$iva 'han unl-dimc".ional 

.I' ... ' 1 'hi aspe(·ts of ~t"at .. : :ational 

~ 1 -DU .. ti - U ue,j v l.,W c' f the phC!lo:nenon. 

_Ole p:wtiqc factor. of ,'d'leatio'" si~. 'f inCD"'e 

ar::'I type (If d>IC!l.- ;:, were not fow,:'! very useful in the re

s. "rch because l leal' f "clors lire cu i. turll-bound.. The e<'Iuea

tio"al fa'-tor In:! l~,--:xl of dwcll::'r19S arc ~eleval t. for 

reae.1te-h In a., indu.,1I1allzN and Ilter,_.le &ociel These 

I.!elors do :1t)' Ip :: understan,Unq tl. a principle:; of slra -

,b)\l.t ;-~J;'BOnal achievcsaent. Th S ize o f 
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inc:;DI" i. alse (' : ficutt to ascert .. i.n :Ju. to t;~ IIOUSP'

clans araus ;l by .. c~ :tU(!stionl. 

'-, 1'1('1 . ,e of th..: resean-h itc. ~'" f, ~tOII, 

oc' uf'~1 0:1 511 ie': 1iWICC [OU.'-lI! rc: w:.nt to a, und,~rstand-

in- of te;e r ,1 J 'lItem )[ th~ vi}la'1'" Th"B! factors 

I:' 1,11 _,-,:I car k tte iroups and ind .. vidl.AJ w th 

r -fl'renc' to 't:p .... tiOl1al POI>t: >II and ;"OO,ition by 

birth . 1')1. :0:1 h', birth here il'lplic'; idcntif,c",~ion of 

II qro •. p or ind:v::<lua. throuqh the rurill Zat ~tra' ,(iealian. 

1 1.1 ( Z.:1t:- -'liO tI.stil'lctioT' 

\ 

;:<It Lan. -IV,' "ate<;Or'lr, us~:I to idcntl:y people 

in ethnIC, reliqioul 'n o:::cupational :erl!\s. The .:'!uslirll Zat 

l. p.utly e'illivaie' t to Hindu caste. But it has sOfIe cMrac

trrisl tC5 ;: .ts, Wf), whi.tc:. di;rin'Juillh it froo' lIindu caste . 

" 
. ~r j [,,, t W< " '" , ,..,r .... ·ttve o. 

," , , &Y··CIlI '" 
, .'ius t li1 'f <he 

rp·h., of 'ul t " ntact with njndus. 

~, Weber ;, lJ. 0' ", .• ley (l'l4fi) ""d "t,.,er 'PC ill U8tIJ 

in t',.s f1.l!·d C}r'It", :1. 

• 



lice ldi~g to .T,H.ftut':on (l964) a cast. qroup 

h Ii normal' 'i I'ffi'en character' sties' 

~l. l\. ",",st. is endoqallloOus. 

2. Th ... n lre restrictions on cOIIIIIIensallty 

bet"'~en different castell. 

3. Th. ~e is a hier<>rchical ~rading of 

casl '5 the 1II0st easily recognized p',si

tion 1'~1ng that of Bratwan 2 at the top. 

4. In various contexts, specially those 

c('ncerned with food, sex, ritual, a 

m,l'lb£.r 'If a higher caste is liable to 

be p,lluted" bye th",. (ltrect or 

imlirc,-t '0: tact '~ith a ml1lDer of a 

lewer c (', 

C3l t. Ii 11 'OO1IItOnlv .lssociatec' ..,lth 

:1' .:litio:]1 occup,t 0,0-

"'" ldivid\,~l's C<lste IS Jetermimd by 

th'" rir,:umstances of his hi.rth unless 

:Ie 1B eXpE'lled from his caste for r..ltual 

offene,'. 

7. Th. system as a whole is always focussed 

around the orestiqc accorded to the 

Bralunan- (Hutton, 1964, 

21 
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I'itch th£!SI! c'h,uoII.cterillt .cs in mind, I explored 

the Z,'ltll of the villaq:<r 'Ch;flk Jani'. During this cxplora -

10 ion, a fair varial ion wa. found betwe .. Zat _,nd · .... te 

,.tong with certain simil<Jrities. 

1 ~ ~ 
, , ~'A 

(There 
-

m Z<ltll " the v .. llaqe, TM . m 

.cv , " 7-a: e i: c 'ion i. 'Qu<}Q. .' T"fI Gu .. jacs clai.1II 

t.1eir QOUIII as ):lIIIlJ :'1dalC l..andOW'! eel, while the o,,-c.lpational 

'-at.. such 55 T.u khan cacpconu-:). ~ochi (cobbler I. S.u 

'b c.). -.-.d ., __ ,,'>"',n_ .. ' ar .... 'r ,·,~c., 'I'" ._ ....... <~y'., 

Barth (196(') and Zekeiyilo Eqlar (1958). ,ave 

treated Ouom as c ,ste in their studies on Swat Ithan8 

and Punjabi Vll:.iI"C. respectivel)'. But what 1 t!a~'e found 

in tim villa<1e 5 lh.!ll )u<n is u.ed i" a broader lind a11 -

1n"luS1V' senSl referlnq;) th dd'ference betvel'n aqrl-

cultu!"al and non-il9ric-ultura} occ;upnio:ls alonq ... ith the 

people pursuJ..n .. th..,._ oc-cupations. 

I These tWO Ouo.s are further divided into Zats. 

~e first C"3LICtE>1;1st :,C of ca"te i.e., endoq,"'lY was very 

IIIU'::"!'! ">rev,,lo nt in al Zats. rhere was only one exception 

wh.·re • Glj:a. 1." :!lord's :lauqht.cr wa! married 'Ito II:hokh,U' 

""FI;OVed '.y kinsfolk 

of t'at GuL,aT landlord. This was ~ e o'lly eXl!llple of exoq.my 

I 



.n the village. ,)t lerwis(, all Zats are cndoqamou! and 

. :::.doqamy h :>r"- . rL' ~ I'Yl11 of them. 

The restrictions on commensality did not exist 

2) 

as such. But there is a tendency on the part of landlord 

Gujjars to avoid ~ating with the ~~rs of Musalli (sweepers) 

Zat. But other SIlOall 'andholdinq Gujjars and Ka.l!lllli Z:ats 

practice coramensality freely. 

The hierarc~ical grading of Zats is not an easy 

task. No doubt, 'Syeds' 7 ace he ld In esteem but in actual 

practice thoJ landlord GujjalCS are considered superior. At a 

~~'1f'ral 1e'Jet, vl,r ~r Zat is ranked 'ligher than Kal'lllis but 

GL';ars ',id"d into cleve:-, ·,· ... 1>'.·' 

'Klwt,ln, ""_ ~, "n e<.: ;,i9hor thaI. the ot:.er l'l Gujjar Aa1ll. 

oth·,r ka!'lll\i Zats co~sldered thenselves parallel to each 

other or higher. 7hus the third characteristic was only 

vaguely perceived in the grading of ,lll zats . thol.lgh Cujjars 

were ranked higher than Kammis. 

The fourth cri terion was virtually non-existent 

among the village Zat". lodily cor tact is common and normal 

among all members of different ZatE. Sometimes this contact 

connotes religious significa'lce, like hand-shaking, praving 

toqethe.r etc. 

, 



Th , 
" h:.ri ,tcr, ti<"' ••• " ceh'v.m 'C fo' 

11 ,0 , , 
~! • "" t hi t ao!'lt ", W('r'" 118U.llly 

ide,t f oj ." ~ f ~ ocrllpat onl • ." . Guj , cons 1-

dere<: Jltiv;ti"n " <h " ,rop 'f ol! :! rhJht O(:rl .... Ition . 

,dent~f'!d with IIp@cific non·~.; 'cultutal 

h-aditiolai X'cupat ons. But Syeds were exempted from any 

occupation,l idc:tification. 

But 1n "ractice there Va& ..... rked varlat..Jn in 

ht>cedit"ry <11.<1 lie tual occupations in the cas .. (>f "ertain 

loats. For 1m! "nee. out )f 147 Gujjar hous .. holds. 96 were 

enqagcd J.n lI.gri,culture and 51 had gone to non-agricultural 

occupatio 5. S.me ,",)5 the case ",i, h k'.:IIIIi Zat$ 'ut of 

.20 k'~l h "JI.' Id1 only 41 wer. ngaged in t .Clf tradi-

cui >c up."l1 no 

n p_ 11 tl-'- variations, t"~se QCcupational 

i"~ls Wlr ult 11 led with thea If :litiunJl DCC p tion. Chan'Je 

ot lways rl'suI- in ~hanq.! of Zat. 'i'hu'J 

the fift (;har.:t~'t:~ristic ..-as only partlally !!let with, in 

the Zilts of the Illaqe 

The 1."t I)f on individu'l s detprmined !t birth, 

but _etime. 'h.Jne>e beCQaleB poBsible with the h.tnqe of 

place or e 'o~OIIIj st,tus. for c>:ar.tple, II'IC' peepl. opined 

, 
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the Pa5w~ls (a 2.at) were ori9inal~y from kammi 1uo. . 

Th~y have changed their Zat aft~r they bought land and 

settled n this village. Now they are called Paswal, which 

is not considered a kamra.i 2o .. t. 

There was no ritual associated with Z~t and 

expulsion does not take place. Sooe dispute may divide a 

Zat group. For in. t3nce. the Machi split Lnto two groups 

due to sam marriage dispute. Now both these groups do not 

n")tiwr . 

The 1, t L racleri ,tic il lutton's ~: s found 

T, lev, nt In , that system aSLwholc w,s fo~ussed 

;lrouno1 rh' 1': 1C :orded, lot to ~V"<1 .. " f"''''~lloy 

mention __ " 01 to '''''L' :hCT rcliyiol S ~rson' lity. but to 

big Gujjar landlord~ Every Zat strived for upward mobility 

in eccneDic :{'ron! 

This lengthy trea~ent of Zat suggests that our 

Zat partly conforms to only five characteristics put fo r..-ard 

by Hutixn in defining caste . In this sense. thes, groups 

arc rather caste-11ke than castes. Hence I hav( decided to 

us ... terms :!;at and )r Quoro instead of caste as found 1n - -' -pl:Llished lit- = tuc_. 
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A.n;!: ' 

H-I i.!!I. M'lI rIot " , /lI' "oel hnic 9fO -r'- /lind 

def nc; i t, 

• 
0< 

"' d 
-"'P . "" 

"n h reditilry 9n>up w.thin soc ,cly 
,,' 51 "J! lnq a society. which IS 'ef,
bl' it" m~bcr,; and by othe>t:s al 

to' !,coplc, <;OC1<1lJr. bi(,loqi('ili y 
culturally •.. N (M.n-riot, 19Sf" ~ • 

Tt:i. Scfioition solves a<me problortII of Eat not 

solved by Hutre: ... But this ,1Ipproach ovel"-silO.pilfies an 

intricate social . hcnome~on thaI Zat is. Thill ~f'finition 

i<Jnores OC'c ? ,tlO' al dilllension of Zitt. Morelv,·,. , there is 

h .. rr In(Jem.ent ~f Zat •• n- ,t. touched 

,:f . '" 
, C 1: 11. :-i" 

W(LI as 811 j riti, between. t .11;11 caste. flJt it has 

hl h.! t-:"'1~ :-tul 1m .:I.t _ so:: .,,~ _II different 

-~n:tu C tc t ',n thl v I' 'Je (":mtell" :S reliqious 

I~;yedl, e~hn:c (Gu jars dnd oec~pational (Tar, .. '\ar, Hoehi etc.'. 

SOIIletin. •• t:e.e ~uacteristic' werlaj and _'!tUJ>e1l one 

of tho. ill lIIi~8in<J. Instead <:It definitional pr<)bl("lllll, ::: 

found Zat ,;!;:.tific,-th,,- all a, iD1portal~ "fJpect of social 

l 



Th. so;> 'cld ["L'tor i.e, occupation , il used to 

account fOI atarti!ication 1n econOlllic teems, "he ,election 

of till.. - [actor wan lIsa bpired h}' Saghir Ahllll~' S Itudy 

,1'771. lllt.y tuny diHers fro. Ahmed', In t.at I devel

,~p:>d J:lu I' 1 dil ,n~ om,. ilpproa<:h rather tll'ln "hr" ~ 'I uni

,lilllen!. :,0, al II" 'r' ,u"h, 

.... , • ;, lin" '"My 1).1. r; 1 , hypoth,--slf; that 

v : l",,"c ;:;ia} , 
'"' '0 Cl:: b_ , ~ ,. _;crilxd tena6 

of eL,s " p ,ti .... r31 cate<lor: zat :o:>n. Hut X"'cupa tional 

•• .. 

"" .. c state,s .. ~ ::o.e ilOV1OUC, 1 8' tern from 

~<.-cu£lat ion thin a uni-

dinwnsi01al fraJ:t.""ork takinq only O"l' [actor for ranking 

~urpo6e. 

'Joe; --Jpatl.o:l. as 1 IIIYlel' found, is .In l.8portant 

factor of atratif"ication in the Punjabi villagl' t studied. 

But: I ha"4 t .f-c::. th' criterion of occupation t' c"omprehend 

only ::me leve. )1 Etratificati.on, T".e occupat.oru,l catego

ri."at' 'n rev. ,Is Lself In , ... eneral'ze'- ,)C1II It 'he fiest 

st"'!> of tral, r c:~ '.OJ. I\t tI-: IC=:::' le\'el, t_lllS catego-

j 
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riJ'lltion 11 ~"l"1 ie arized and ear' 'r division is per-

"Hvcd in ter1ll Jf 0 :cJpa.tional specificity e.~' .. the cu1 -

ti~·ator .. lr'" qr .",,~d to<Jether at first level b"t are grouoe<'l 

E_'parat, _,/ t-. t 

control of land. 

81 cond level, with reference t( lIS{ .<nd 

A: this point, use and (:ont'l:<;: of land 

beccmcs an import,·.~t reference point in occupational 

cate90rizatio~. 

The occupational categorization is also done 

in a wider context in this study than Ahmed's. The village 

was found w,_,ll-inteqrated with wider society bot; at "<ltion ... l 

and internati():lal levels_ This phenomenon defill!:d the tradi-

tional )Celli 31 ~,a, ciltegories used by Ahmed. 

I h,1lv" ,ul'" he -)eople serving abroad dnd 

"!"!.at is why. 

t:heir own 

c ,ntp in1) t') "'p.J-rate nnr.-trao t .onal o("cu!-<'tional 

~teq r s <;tudy ')e',"DC :"'ia~r in scope than 

f,hrnC'd • 

.,.,~ ,th _ ,lifference is th.,.t T have Ull''(i Za t as 

al_:>thcr iJll")Ort nt r,mkin,) criterion. T have explored this area 

nf irknt f c . 

rankin". 

Anoth, 

by Raza {196:JJ 

.'n' founo ;t 11 rt'I,'v.1nt .,~ (:. "p"tional 

·'tudy of stratLfication in '"'.n-:lh is done 

Th, author used socio-econoni tU8 as 

I 



" 
r-'ll kin~' critn["l"n . stratificatior'. HI' !I,~y!l, 

• ~. _ }~economic status is considered 
me: -~i~~·:".stl.onal, the dimensions bel.ng 
ecc (- 'lCClIW), social (materia.l po-
!i;sessi, c; style of life). and cultul." 1 
(educ.ti, ,)', (Rai:a, 1969: 13) . 

But the ')n"c.'t of {socio-econOlllic- status} 

did not !JeOV' much h"ipful in this ~rea of r0S(: .: ,h . It 

W.15 found <iurin'J tl\f' r",s~Clrch. that SOCi.ll and ,'c-)nOlllic 

statuses did not a}\,'ilYS coincide. For example. 'he 

Tarkhan land )WflCrS economic status "'''-5 found hiqh"'", th ... n 

'he ~cial stltl,S 'f II T,lrkhan was lower than Guiiars. 

,r!:h·ln was canked higher th,m >,is 

lar.:lless -'ounterp ell Tie reliojous Zat 'Syed' was 

economic-,,_I:: lower th.". many k<U!ll'li li'\ts but so. lily they 

'olere car. Ked ·.9her than all kammi Zats. 

f"rOltl th. eoove discussion of th~ relevant 

literaturr., it h,s been apparent that the study of stra-

tification is d dyniIMic "uhject and not a static <'ne. Hence 

to study the stratification in a Pubjabi village life, one 

has to look at the village society holistically instead 

of concentrating in what Leach Said, WButterfly Collection.-

1 
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lIence to get,) wid.:.c pera~ctive, 1 would propo"" here 

to give an eth~"_'r .. phic description of the villa<w, first 

in a larq(>c '0- 'Xl of the OiBtrict and then t~,~ village 

.tself in th,! fo'lowing chapter focussinq on tt. $O<=ia1 

Or9"ni::1!,~ti,' of t village and dC'liJait,ng the :'Ii ta 

w;"j ch T ':OUI:'I r Y41nt 'or ~y purpolu.'. 

I 
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IGE A L,\?"JI:II ~ NTfX'_ 

• 1 JC H.. • 

I viII. qes _n r"l<istlln IUO!! not i"olatcd lSJ mds 

occupied by.o cl)lE'd ·primitive tribes.' A v'lh_ClO!! 18 

li.nked v- th ne:gnbouring vllla,e •• to.....,,, and cities and 

fo~s a par· of J larger comple~. Renee to un~er5tand the 

st:ati'ic'Ilic in a ·tilL"!9!.'. I finCl it necessary to look 

at the larg: .. r :"nt:c~t fi .. "t "nd which i!l the Distdct 

of Gu ,to , 
," ... ... -. -" :m •• 

"'\ '.,;." 
-----'--

1: r t k ':'I ,ts ""'_, ... om ,111 1chlquarter 

town (;:.1: at. 1'niB ~ 9E:ev .p roul d " fort cst ltlishoo 

!Jy ~p!ror Akber n l!iSO .... 0., vith t- e halp of t"le Gujjac 

inhabita,.·. ). t n. ~,hbouring areas :source: 0 t;trict 

I":ensull Rl'pnt, ,-- - l' It s sh ,P ':: HI rOllghly t at of a 

f'aralleloqram n. it forms the northern most poa,:tion of 

t \e CI'''i n ,a) :>etw.-en the Chenab and JhelUlll river •. 

(see ..... : :I. I 
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o· o· 
T''le Dist r let 1 les between )2 -01 to 30 -40 

north _atitudc_ .n' ,3D_OJ' to 14°_25' east lon9itudcs. 

1t is bounde! :>n . 1C northellost by th .. Indian-held J_u 

Dlstei"t , on the n"cttro/cst by the river Jhelum which sepolra-

t". it lre. :lelulII District, on th, BOUt:!- by the rtvee 

Ch .. nab. which sepllrates it fcOIII the Districts of Gujr.lr.wala 

and Sialkot. on the east by the :['tvee 'r ...... i whil'h divides 

it frOla Shlkot Distric, .5nd on the west by Sarqodha Oi5t-

'.ct. rt,~ total , of the Oistnct is 2.264 5'-1U<lre miles . 

<. " 

• • 

'o';n ley. :;-'.t off f ;:]I ·J'~clum by a r,)ngfO'of hills kno .... n as 

'I.hl (:~.t_ e(:t is divid. 0 ·.,to four parts as 

fo lovs:-

a. The Bub -onlane zone' It is t!':. love.~ 

slope of the foothills of tlu.> tllmalayas. 

'i'her'" lice numerous streatlls in thl" ;;:one 

whid- :.,ring do,"", wat~r frail t'.e 1 'W hi.ll!! 

of PJl.h:~l_ 

fin )11 of rc,!<li,h ,:o!oJ( ,,",1, mc;tly 

II, ,u..! ext, nds [rOlll Cln,p t·) th .. 'e ;t~("n 

)1 tLc distri,-' vi 11,J'J' 

' Chak Jan;' 111 locate1 -n tht. plateau and 

I 



"'''I:!l "'Ie north of ')1"9'. Ttl .. wll:;'e 

f t ra.·_ is 1::ri<'lated by the I.. per 

h • 
0] vcr- 'ledS' 7he ah' r ~ver bed of the 

:h " .. b in Gujr<lt t'ehs~l ia hiqh. 1- low 

1 n. 1'lno has received a lot of silt 

WI ~ch JIIade the land super lor in (lJ,' tty 

to tile land above tho ori',/1n.11 bolnl The 

~ld riv"r b<;>d of Jhl~lwr. is st.ll bC'tter 
H: 

I r.n ]ricul turill point of vicw I, e'llse 

t dYer .lhelum carries more silt. whtle 

t le ~nab cilrrie-s IIIOrc s.'lnd. The al'lount 

o[ ~r Into 

1f J: elUIII is .lOr -~r ; h'ln n the Cl 'ab 

r v are 

1e fIC ~,. of - h. I')i ill _ t, This ',~a is 

.nIl, 'rab.l.y a*.fec t d by the 7'" action . 

The Chc1ab vall"'Y 18 inferior wh I. the 

he m va~.ley is super lor .n 501 t-"O-

lu( ti.vity. 

33 

The riv~r Jhplum enters the district fro. Kashmir 

hills towards the northe.,lt corner of the diatric t ,,00 flows 

\ 
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bourJdaI"' with Ule JJtelUIII OistI"ic't, The I"iver hei of the 

Jhelu. lS better because it CIII"r1eS lIIor:- Silt t;lan the 

• Chenab, Wells CiI' eHily be sunk in this are{bec;ouse of 

high water levcl. The sub-soil is sandy and gGts benefit 

frOID percolation at • ~onsiderable distance from the 

river, 

The old r~ver bed of the Chenab can be seen in 

• _ll-lLlrked high t- ... nk . At the borders of Gujrat and Phalia 

lc ':o:hih, th~ )['iqin'" hlqh blink beqins to be pillinly visible 

snd as the -1r;- .;we has ceaaed to deposit silt, the true 

har '~I 'r of th- co' ntry Cll! be secn 

T'l '!Wi I" s tr,'aJ:I.hiel, f '\oIS from kasMlr into 

- , ., alt",.n bc=dcr of t!te d .. triet , 

vlll"q"!! -.xtend across :00 stream, 

The tw,) Ilwin Nullahs lire the Bhimber and the 

DhandaI". The Bhimbar, which is the larger, used to reach 

th~ Chcnab in scvcr~1 channels after crossing the Grllnd ~runk 

Road, but as its course was crossed by the UppeI" JheluJII Cana l. 

thu stream -3! '3W been turned into the bed of I canal. Other 

dr~inl to the V at o f 8hlmbar afteI" follwoinq a winding 

o:,n t ,e C" ;01 lit Q.!lftinbarl. 



2.:; CLI~ .. ;'Tf: 

The climate of the district is moderate and 

even in the hot weather 1S seldom oppressive except in 

its western part adjoining Sargodha District. tn January 

and February frost ~s common, and on ~ few nights the 

temperature Lllis below the free'linq ?oint. The weather 

gets '..-anner from Apr].l onwards. The hottest months are 

MdY, Junlc. July and August . 

Fr('mJentlv m<;>r<'urv 

tiv('ly short due •. :> proximity of "'lad Kash:rlir moun tains . 

.;';,.' winter months -.l·~ pl"a&ar.t and the temperature during 

dry months averages about 80°F; while the night tempera ture 

is in the neighbourhood of 56°,. 

The average rainfall var ies considerably for 

differ ent parts of the district. The annua l average on 

th~ Kashmir borller is over 40 iC1ches, at )';harian It is about 

30 inche_",at ';u-.--:t 26 inches. at Dinga 20 inches at Phalia 

21 inches and b~ 'lead ,"'kirian on the eytresne western border 

of the iist. , If! inches. 

I 
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The ,l(stri<cl is subject to floods fcom the 

r ,vcrs Jhclum dnd ChL'nab which cause great damage every 

year. However, the fl.-.."h of floods in Bhirn.bar and other 

nullahs cause ;- ~t,'r d<U!lage than the river flc;.xl.s. 

2.L IFR!r:,\,' I< '1 

Th~ :,elt en h<'llf of the district is irrigated 

by 1"he U 'pe "!I.e _um Canal. In 1'}~2-7]. 207.175 acres of 

land was irriqzlI 00 by the Upper 1h,·11l:'l Canal ([ ,strictI 

C,nstls ke'Xlct. 1972: 4). This is In- of the '.Inal5 of 

the triple project which provides water for three canals . 

'fhe Upper Jhellll'1 Canal which irrigates part of Gujrat 

Dlstl"icl flows into t 1(: river Chenab to provid, irrig"tion 

water for th" Upper Chenab Can"l. It also feeis Gujrat 

Branch which ~-riqates the central and southern parts of 

'halia ·_'hs I. '(h. r.o"""c Jhf'lum Canal ani Oadirabad Ll.nlt 

Car ill t ... ke off from Rasool }lead Works. 'rILe Lo."!r Jhelum 

canal irriqates western and southern oarts of Phalia Tehsil 

wh'rCdS, t e Q;diraJilrl Link Can, I irriqates t~ ·,per part 

of Phali, TehsL. irriqation in th Rar is pcre :lI'·.ial 

,w t ~ JId ~i<jh banks of th Chenab u:i Jhelum 

hvcr5, wb r war is l'ailable for r:hlrif crops only. 

h! ,lb· 1 "'~ ter level II h ~h, .rrigiltl' by _lIs 

15 aif J resar 1 t 

I 
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Th<:> land ~" classified with c<!<Jard to irriqation 

as ' Chahi ' (well-irrigated), 'Salabi' (flood-irrigated) 

'Nahri' (canal-irrigated) and barani (rain-irrigated). 

Rabi
lO 

crops are sown following the monsoons 

in July, August and September. The winter rains are impor-

tant for maturing the Rabi crops. Khatif crop: sown qener-

ally after the first mOnSOOn rain, although cotton is so~~ 

in April. .'he mi,lets and pulses are reaped in Noverober 

wh_le cotton pidcin~ lasts until the end of Dec,"mber and 

su rC'·~n' rema '" ,n t,~ fi,-ld tll1 f'ebruary or March. 

,'- so .. n in October but if the lCain is 

l.~t,· these cab, so"cn upto December_ Rab i crops need 

riCln in J",",uary lnd february. Uarvestinq of wheat is done 

in IIpril but gri\I!l and barley are cut earlier. The fact of 

agricutlure-based economy of the district is also impor t ant 

from the point of view of raising livestocx and poul t ry 

birds. 

2.8 LIVESTOCK 

BuffalO .. ,;, she .. p, qoats. camels. mul .. ". cows . 
r(lised 

')ten,etc .. are{ir. the district. There are 307,000 cattle' 

I 



509,000 buffaloes; 116,000 sh(!ep; 357,000 goats; 5,000 

camels; 27,000 ht,)('8"S; 4,000 mules and 64,000 donk.eys in 

the district. The number of poultry birds stood at 

534,000 (Sourc": Di>ltrict Agricultural Census Report, 

1972, 5) . 

2.9 INflll: T~Y 

38 

The d, tr ct which was purely "qricultural befor e 

l.ndcpcndencl las Dlade a tremendous progress in the industrial 

f .. eld. Its ilia: or industr .es are electric fans, p<"'ttery 

footwear and furn~ -:un . There are 112 registered units 

of various fael~' e in the district. 

There are 35 sizeable units which manufacture 

electric fans 01 all types. ~Ianufacture of earthenware was 

the only sm3U scale indust.V for which the district was 

known before Independence. At rresent there arc 12 sizeable 

units whiCh manufacture China earthenwares in the district, 

PaJ:pur Ceramics, Lil'lited , Lalamusa, is the bigqest unit. 

There are 9 size~blc units which deal in furniture. 

ervir nt! n,~sco are the lIIaior footw'ar indust-

ries in >-he di ,tri,:t. Besides Rata, these are th< two biggest 

footwear ·lIaJlufacturing factories in the country. 



Thl r • P- :\01( un.lts of silk and art ·s lk 

'extile. one un.lt of cotton textile, thtee units of dying 

and f.lnishing of textile, one unit of plywood, two units 

'Jf edible oil, :)fl~ lnit of suqar. 2 units of tol:>acco , one 

unit of Gypsum and plastic products, four units of agricul

tur"l machin( ry <lnd one unit of cotton-ginning and processing 

in the district. (Source: District Census Report, 1912 : S) 

2.1( co..IMtJNICATIOI< 

The district .lS traversed bv th., main line of 

the "<I"istan ·;aih;ays ,dth station at I\athala, Gujrat, Dina, 

C"la~ !'iral:, !(harian, !(ari<lla and S"r:- ;>.la:!lgir 

5 tll" disln.' 

:.m r,:ll"musa a branch I,.lnc to th. west 

itl statior,s al Jaura, Ding,"" Chiliar.~ 

val" "~ndi ~.:,,,ct:hn, Aka, Har.l-, "I, ar,wal and '-'-:::a. 

The district headquarter Gujrat is well-connected 

by metalled roads with all its three Tehsils. J!t,out 38 milcs 

of G.T. Road also falls within thili dilitrict. There are 231 

miles of metalled roads, 518 lIIiles of ul\lllet<llled roads, ]93 

post offices and 7 telegr<loh offices in the district. 

2.11 TRADE AND TRADE CENTRES 

Gujrat, Phalia, "Iandi B<lhauddin, Kunja, Lalamusa, 

Dinga, !-klak.woll olnd Saroli Alamgir are the major trade centre& 



lhe Cujr3t distr1ct. Wheat, .. u-.. arcane, rice, pulses, 

:i:.t-;; nd III ,llets are the .ajol items .f trld~ of these 

centres . Th .. 1 t ct 

appli3fl'es and cro~1 ~r"'. The»" iteflls :\re suppliea to all 

p rts of th .. 

2.12 tl'fV{IC C OUP 

:! !lain et::,ic 'Jroups of Gujrat district are 

Jats and :oujjars. ,\rains. Awans, Balouchs. Qureshis. Mughals, 

I'ilthans. Rajputs ilnd Sycds arc the -ninority cthni groups. 

Th" Jats occupy the strip of land :J"'ra) I to the 

M\e; ,lb rlver 111.ic!l I.. irriQated by wells. They a ,so !lve 

th D.r ~r,l' cf ~h- :la. Th •. r eul-qroups ;';ara ,chs do-

lIIin.t ~1 T ! silo T .. II"rs aId R,n: has In ~c Chenllb 

rlv.r .r"", of h: i. 'elHlll and G')nd.lls ir the Bill 'rhe 

CJ~ ;!Icr OCCUtll' thl entre at Gujrat and Khariar Tehsils. 

R5jpUts and Aw.-u,s ::lastly live in th" northern ,",orner of 

thl "lopes ~f P b)l hi 11. There are ~ few villa''''s of 

PfUqh-ls and lI:hokh ·,r Ita· puts in the uoper corn r of )thad .... n 

Teh!lil. 

2.11 rooo 

The staple ui.ct of the people is wheal 'chapati ' 

(bread) and veq..,tables cook.ed with salt and chillies . Maize 
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md b:..' Itl'" by :hc p'·o)k. Rich fo:x:l consis-

tinq of J\e'll .... cl .- 'e "nd butte-r is usually served only 

In marriaq~s. fel:ts ""d oth .. -rfestiv,~l~. 

2. 14 DRESS 

The dress of t he majority of the people consists 

of 'Tehband' (loin cloth) which is tied around the waiste 

ana allo\oled to h;In'l in loose folds over the lower part of 

the body, 'Kurta' (a l00ge shirt) and turban. Pajamas or 

trousers are ~;orn only by men in to .. ms. In vi.lla'Jl's the 

dress of the woftan ... like that of men but ,dth the'dupatta' 

(scarf) for their h~ad and for :overinq their bosom . People 

!t times also "'t.._ r' shalwar'. In to~~s a lar'le number of 

pCJple ...-,ae _I'"' ~'C ~, shirts lid coats . he" k ' ,12 
'" 

an~ shal ... .lr i! also worn by tOloo'r! peapl", Shoes are COllllllon 

lti , 13 15 usually ''''orn in villaqes . 

2. 15 

Tn thf' runll a rea aqriculturf' s thE" m<,\ln 

occupa t ion. A vast majority are cultivator s , but the usual 

kalllllis e.g. bl"cksmith , carpent ers, weavers, tailors and 

cobblers are an ess£!ntial part of the normal lif, o f rural 

~ as well as of urban areas. A larqe number of city 

dwellers and of subu rbs deal in business, trade and work 
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in factor~"!l .. 5 labourers. Owing to _all holdln'JiI o f 

land , most people serve in armed forces of Pakistan and 

abroad. Tt>e wor.Icn mostly work at home and only occilsiom,lly 

in the field. 

2.16 RELIGION 

Islam the ",1igiol'l of an ovcrwhel:ninq majority 

f t ~ district. Sunls, Shjas and ~Iahabis 

'cts. There are numerous small and 
• 

~ ~!>:" hi!',! "' ) 
• . ., 

The Ahmedls m thl Christi'll S ~re the"only non-' Iusliln 

minority groups. 

2.17 EDUCATIOSAL FACILITICS 

The 1 teracy ratc of the district is 22.4\ for 

both sexes. A chart showing numbe r o f institutions and 

students during 1972 is given below: 



Ch",rt !~o.l 

LITERACY RATE IN THE DISTRIC~ 
(1912) 

INSTITUTIONS!e.:lil.OLf:!1E!;'r BY 
• , i 

~£.' b",!y"'!..- :iidc!lc' Hi<d 

",LlI'ftb r f inl,tituti,,"s 1,41S 1]:. 10l 

i'iu:nbcr .-,F t il( n' II 

('nrclled ll~.OOO 41,000 4f.001 

)IIf Oi&trict Ceflsull RI port, ~) 

2.18 

4J 

tOUL : LEVELS 

10 

4,097 

Th • • :.rr ~t Ilea th 'tfiecr with hi. h. ac'~\,Iarters 

at Gu r.,t ~S re pon: .ble for the Medic, 1 facilities in the 

d triet. Th o - • i hospitals, 4' a .pen.aries /!lind 2 

rural .I:a_"., 'c.:rc., in the dilHrict (Sour.:{', H. rlet 

C!'nsu>I R('porl. ")12, 10)_ 

NOW' para lei to thill wide" clntext of ~h( distr i ct. 

1.. 9 TI:: V. I J.A(a; ETIll'OGRAI'" 

to .. villa']e lege ~. go back .) pre-Sikh era. l 
~he legend 

narrated by t.nll village folk. i. tha.t a miln of Gu ,jar t r ibe 

"<>100 Jani, first settled at thh pillee . The village Chait Jani, 

I 



.. 
(Chal< in Punjabi ~ mquag", stands for a tract of land). takes 

name from this early settler. The present big Gu'jar land-

lords of the villacre claim themselves to be the descendants 

of JanL 

The lec-~nd further eXI,Iains that it was all bushy 

f )r<'st ., , " 
iv;,Ll.'. 

, ' ,f 

" 1;:;; d !~. r" 

'" '1 un" 11 1 i "Ie 

~ttleI8. 

im . J, i cleared th' land and made it cul-

,: tit;:; i:;; ,:i t.h him ~.<:l h:> _n~it ... d the 

r , it. fr.'III ,',}hl"'1I1 " vi 11.1.'1 ) 'ultl-., 

, G' j' ~l ~,'n.1.nts 

or S t JCO their :le.c 'nt [Tort t '!'e early 

ThesG! .arly settlers took to their resuective 

occupation!!" in tho .ewly established villaqe. Cultivators 

started cult~vating land and 'I<al!lllis' ""'.n'in':! these cultiva

ton;, Thus C<I(IIC into ~peration that tr .. dition .. l village 

social org.lniz.ation which still exists in its mutated 

form. 

2.1:.1 Locat~L. 

I Vll aye Cuk .laro~ is sit.u."}ted on t.hc north-w~stc["n 

side Jf l>U ·rat C_·y t a distance of JbJut 55 ~L~l:1eters 

·itl" of Kharian {Tehsill liE·S towards 

the northe.]! tal ad st.]nce of 26 kilOlUCters . the city o f 

Lalamusa towards {')st and Mandi B.:lhaudclin lies towolrds the 

• 
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west of th( v.'-Lage /!It a distance of about )0 kilometers. 

The vi 11,.<;e Chak Jani is bordered in tile south 

by Dinga, th- :,ean."t tC<lding eetnTe of this ai' I. in the 

west by vi lla'1f ')1\·1 ian. in th<:> northwest by 1;1.1[" J.:unal, 

in the nort" by :>h.ltl3 and in the northeastern _Ide by 

villaqe Channan. 

The village Chak Jani is linked with the mel alled 

Dinga-Kharian road by a two and a half kilometers of dusty 

and windinq track. 'fl-is metalled coad branches off the 

Grilnd Tru1k Road lit K"~rian and goes to "Iandi Bahauddin 

th, .1.gl the '_~"~- )f Din~·]. Th" only tJ l..."1s?)rt -Ivailable 

froo. ~ ~ _ ':»m f r ~h ,J,;; J"ni is' tonq'" . 

2.1~.2 fh)'51Cal La}' Out 

The ori<;.-,,,1 village is c~rcled by a near-round 

thorouqh fare • ... hich gives it that shaoe (see Map :>10.2). 

This thorou'lh fare c<llled 'GOOra G<lli' Istre,·t for horses), 

is f<lirly wide and brick-l<lid. All other stro eta branch 

of! the thorough fare <lnd goes into the interior parts of 

the village. 'I'hase streets are relatively narro .... and 

winding. Same of them are unpaved. Houses have also no .... 

been built outsid~ the original boundilries of the village. 

1 
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" 
70 the ~orth ~nd south of the vill~ge. are two 

old water plods. O:'le pond is with very shallow water and 

is getting lcy, ",hile the other one is full of water. It 

is used for w<lshi 19 clothes and watering the cattle. There 

1-5 it nullah on tho- south side of the village. The bridge 

on this nullah connects the village track leading to Oi n9<1. 

Graveyard lies to the west of the village and boys school 

on the east. Agricultural land encircles the village. 

2.19.) Population 

The tot popul;)tl0n of both s,'xes according to 

1972 censu: is 2,011 ~-ith 1,111 m<lles "nd 922 females living 

11. 2ib ouslholds. rh! total area of the village is 2 . 76 

squaT"" mJles L '.0.121 of the are-a )f District. 
J 

Various Zat Jrou;>s of the village residl in clusters 

in different parts of the village, c~lled Mohallas. These 

MOhalbs are named after the respectivH Zats livillJ there. 

The Gujjars , constituting the majority of the population 

are living in 6 Mohallas; 1) Mohalla Chaudhrial'., 2) "!ohalla 

Chaichi,3) Mohalla Talayan, 4) MahalIa Miana , 5) "'ohalla 

Lanbore and 6) MahalIa Chokar. There are also la) nohalla 

Musalli 'sweeper), 2a) Mohalla !'loch; (cobbler), and 3a) 

'!~halla Julaha (welVl'r). Other tat groups are lipread all 

OVer the vltl.:l<l' wi.th nu exclUSIve rcsiolcntia;l ,1rO;). 
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I 
Out )f the total nur1ber of houses in t he villaqe, 

601 are 'paltlta' h)u,-es. 251 'kacha-pakka' and 15: are 

'II. ~hd' il)u,:: ,Q house: usually c~ns15t of tw to five 

rOOlllS n JI ff 'L' t,y ~iry . Windc:>Io'S and ventilat_.:."s are 

1:"l"el1' SCJn )nly .CUBes ace double-storeyed. 

Bt! L1 ,re )1 house i, this village reseIIlbles 

that of ati er v 11< Jes in the district. But 'pakka ' houses 

are pretty nume-rou,. Some houses have 'Tandoor' (oven) in 

the courtYiled f,'r barinq 'lCoti ' (bread). The cour t yard 

" also', "-'d.l! "I tIc-shed. 

2.19.4 ~:l,'ctr f - ti,m 

About ilif of tho total houses of the villaqe 

are electcit e~. 're are no street.-lights as l,S case 

1n :nost oth,r vi laq~s in the diste.ct. 'J'wo mosques are 

al~":) electrifie' . The only wheat-rol inq unit in the 

villaoge is 1"0 ele:tric-pOlllCr('d. 

Electt city is mainly used for illumination, 

radios and fans Affluent people us ... ,t for refrigerators, 

,lcctric irons and televisions (llso. 



" 
2.19.5 

Th·· (' .::d 

of the rest of th 

the villagers is the same a~ that 

.istcict people. i and 

cooked ve'J~·tabl' Jr. the most cOltimon food . Chappatti and 

"1.I1ses are tel! Jill food of ordinary people. ~lutton and 

be·,f aCe )eke'<;! o~ spf'cial occasions l~ke marriaq[! or to 

,>(,rVe the jUt:sts . 

2 .1 9 .6 Dress 

!-Ia;ority~f the population wear Tehband and Kurta 

as they do in other villages of the distr i ct. But well-off 

people wear shalwar !nd t u rban more often than ordina ry 

people do. Some women also take veil. 

2.19.7 Health 

There S 0 government or pClw·te cliniC in the 

vi.llagc-. ';on· o~ :c districts ~S dispensaries and 2 rural 

h,"altj, (:l!'nt'_~· e!(.i,' hl n' , Only a part-tillle t :-,,,,l.lt i onal 

'1aldm'J.(; ~ ,yo lIable in cme>cqency. 

"dt 'nts I!'u'ferlng fcom S('Vet"< diseases have to 

go to t(haTi.m cr Dil ~a. !Jut at the initia l s t 3ges o f illness. 
v 

./ 



lIIost patients r~sort to village hakim or look fOT a ' Pir-' 

(Muslim Saint) 

the disc .. se.:;. 

They also uSe 'Taweez' (charms) to cure 

" 

There .:u:<= two Llid-wives in the villa9'-. They pro

vide medical se~vices durin9 child-birth . The cornmon 

dism.ses in thoao "'111"ge are ~1alaria, Typhoid and ntestinal 

disorders. During winters bad cold and fever are common. 

2.19.B <:dUC<ltlon 

and One for glrl,-- in the village . As compared to the district 

Which has 133 and 103 ~-tiddle and High schools respectively. 

this village is devoid of any such institution. The boys 

school is situated on the eastern side of the village . It 

is a poorly~tructed four-room building . The girls school 

IS in a hous!' in' the centre of the village. Th ... boys 

school is not ectrified but the girls school ;"'. There 

is no furn, tU! fer students in either of the schools. 

There Ire 200 students enrolled in the boys 

school . The t~aching staff consists of 3 teachers. The 

girls school ,a, 100 students and 2 teachers. ';tudents as

piring for further education go to other places. At present, 

1 
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10 00..-- nc" • 
f:"O 11 ege , 

• ,",,, . in :r: lUll! lnter C~l'eJe ~:'Id I 18 in B.A. 

i.n Gujrat :O~_ '<]. f, r Iklmen. There lee two 9ra~UiJtes and 

one M.A. in th,-· v 11"'J". 

2.' '.OJ 

There Ire 

-, he shop 

kef>pers aolke on. )r two trl.ps to Dinqa every _ek to get 

t he f<.-'quired cOIIInod t les. In RUI!\IIl('P "'lIIe shoph; -pers B.'II 

~.- -, ~''''' fC-

Soc p re 'rd(!rs ,. ~Je ue 1 h;I'Uses whi,', 

.'le peer:· usual .. y (>r"efcr to li~en 

to I'unj,lbi sengI, but 'OW8 and a.:cicultural nro~ranane8 are 

1I1so popular. 

• 

!;ducatcd p aple read dally ~e .... spaperll. The news

papers read widely are 'Nawa-i-t,'a'1t' and ' IIaahriq.' New.papeclI 

.lee "au .. l:y read in groups. 



2.19.11 Comrnunitrion 

i'he "ill"'g' is linked with the rn"'rket town o f 

Ding"', by '" dusty ",nd winding track. There ",rf' three 

other such tracks which connect the village with the 

neighbouring villages. The most COmmOn transport ~ 

Tonga, as it is in the rest of the district. There are 

three tongas '-n the village whose o"'ners live in the 

village. Tongas also come from Dinga to th~s village . 

They normally charq. Rs. 2 to 3 9cr passenger. People who 

have to make da ly t.rip~ to town ovm bicycle, dunkers or 

,.",lk all th,· w· v to th£' town. Two hi'] lilndlonls h.~ve cars 

of their own. 

,'here .5 10 ~ost o[[ic'-: or :-=lephone 'ffice 

in the villaq". Tho mail is delivered by a postman fI"om 

Dinga post office. 

2.19.12 5eI"vice Area 

The most important centre In the sCI"vice a..--e.. is 

Dinga, which is a famous g I"ain market of the district . The 

vi11"'q(' agI"iculturistll sell their 'l'lricultural produce , buy 

f<ortilizers, seed:.; ,lnd other goods for househo Id needs f rom 

this town. 
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Din:!'a has a Police Station, Ri>ilway S~ ~ti.on. 

Cinema <al.!., qOH!Tnm{'nt hospit/l.l, lItilny civil <'Ii!<penallrtcs, 

banks "1:1 scha::b. V_I .. age ia very m'lch linked with this 

t.N! by sc" t, 'e _ ' .. u: ties. 

'e)ple 90 t. ~ !jrat ane' Kharian for 109 i lIIilltters. 

The vil1<~" IJ'~ got linked with ~andi a<~h,}ud.jin after 

th(> .. stab i.hmc~l of ~u~'ar lIIill 11 that city. 

2_19.13 M. :i~ 

All the p -oplc }ivin'l in the villaqo ere Muslims ,/ 

Ill.- opposed' ,) Jistr .f't wI ich h l!J non-'!uslial llIiJDritieB 8S 

well ,~, ,orily of tho! oeople be Ion" to 'Sunnl' ae:t (BerelvIJ. 

:he spcond lal :le=~ !!'Ct i. of '~ahabis' (followers of Abdul 

• Y two hnUIK"lollis Jr" :':hi,,! 

'as its ovn 1_' 'a<-fOI" of praYl""s' end ~u.afir eare. t.aker). 

Thlse Iklll',1U". ar c: I,C' after theIr local ion 1n r~specitve 

~I ar",: 1 ~!.18~ ,d 1011 "nl" 2) ~las'l(l 'h.1udhrian, 

'1d9:id TalY"n and 4) "'''''jid ·:haichi. 

we> 110":"111. are ele<>t irlt .. .ed and lol.K!spea»~r. are /" 
• 

• 

1 
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2.19.14 Agricuit.ure 

The village economy like that of the di~trict is 

.lgriculturc-based. Agriculture ~s also the main occupational 

<I<:tivity of about 61.6~ of the households. 

The total cultivated land of th'" vill.,'1~ is l1Sl 

acres. Two hundred and fifty acres are tube",ell-irrigated 

and 15 acres are rain-irrigated. The r~~ining 1426 acres 

arc irrigated by Upper Jhelum Canal along with other 205,749 

acres in the district. Unlike the district there is no well

irrigated land in the village. 

The cropping pattern is very /1LIch like that of the 

district. All the Rahi and Kharif croos of district are gro~n 

here. 

Agricultural work is usually done by traditional 

implements such as, ox-driven plough, winnowing etc. But 

mechanical implements ar0 also beinq used by biq landowners. 

There are five tractors, three wheat- threshers ann one 

harvester in the village. 

The average yield of wheat, cotton, sugar-cane 

and rice per acre is 20 maunds, 2 maunds, 200 maunds and 280 

maunds, respectively. These are also the major cash crops 

produced in the village. 



2.19.15 Livestock 

There are 136 cows, 220 buffaloes, 37 horses, 200 

oxen, 2S donkeys, 44 goats and 48 sheep owned by the villagers. 

Unlike the district there 

village. 

are no camels and mules in the 

2 . 2 t) SOCIAL ORG,'NIZATION OF TilE VILLAGE 

AS w:11 be seen in the following chapters on 

str<lti.1c"tio", the soci<ll org<lnization of the village 1-5 

rather a complex one. liowever, in a cursory view the social 

urgiioiZdt..iur, i,,"'y '= J.illiJeu into a few groups t:he OeSCr1-pt1-on 

of which fOllow s l-n the following praragraphs, 

2.20.1 The Lumberdar 

;\ big landlord is the lumberdar of the village. 

His position <IS lumbcrdar is hereditary. He is responsible 

for collecting land revenue and deposit.ing it in the govern

ment treasurv. lie gets 'Panjotra' l.e., five percent of t.he 

tot"l ,mount depoSIted, for his work. 

If a landowner in the village, w<lnts to sell his 

l.and, the lUl'lh.~r' ~r will assure him .... hether tho 5('11er is the 

1 
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relll owner Jf t land. HiS ('viacne,- in the cll'IC'('rned 

leqal ('ouel. -,bout vilillge disputes, is considf'c,!d reliable. 

,a 15 also lI~olslble for i •. torm:' <;I the cone ... : ,cd 1I;J

Jt.:-ities ill t floc's, ·,ocu.t and p,~st in the vi bqe . 

Th. fro. . he Land 

r-:L:nfl .. r rc p "" ~l. 10 , ;,l'It 0511 the 

l"ru re ord f he. lli!lge. 

2 (). J 

A~ ri.c~.1 nist. olCC the pee ",hi; C'ultivl>te land 

and rais.- -ror. Aqrcicult 'Jcal work is consi.dc" cd the most 

presliqiou. ,x:cupation. They work .)1'1 the l .. nds around t he 

y('ar. Tb~y also rear cattle. Their "'OIIICn sa.ctimeo' wor k in 

the fields wi' ~ th..a. 

2.20.4 

C: ,.c th h,lrv' ste~ "oPl'l frQII tile fields 

to tL, house •• He c~rri •• cro.s to machi nes 

II.( .nd r -:: .r s .::. til" BolTk· t for Bell1n9. 

I 



" 
He all)o ccorries clay to houses folC plastering of roofs 

and floors. He owns donkey and horses for carrying load. 

2.20.5 Tarkhan (carpenter) 

The .wrk 01 Tarkhan is to make wood0n furniture, 

doors .)nd windo .... s fn,,- the villagers. He also manufactures 

and r{'pairs th,- "qirCllltural implr>ments. Sometimes he does 

the work of mason as well. 

2.20.6 Hochi (cobble,,) 

f.1ochi mends the shoes and makes the traditional 

foot wears. He also does winnowing. 

2.20.7 Nai (barber) 

Nai cut" ~,'1r and shaves of the village menfolk . 

He also cooks food on social occasions such as, m"rriages, 

deaths <md births. lie also acts as messenger en the above-

mentioned OccaSl' 11 •. 

2.20.8 Machi (~Ialel." carrier) 

Machi carries water to the houses ana also cuts 

wood from the fields for villagers. ~achi carries the 'Doli' 



b-. el .s well. T'1e wife of MaChl bakes 

chappatis : lC ... e villaqecs in the oven. 

2.l0.9 WholE" Ino ,milh) 

Lohar IQa ntain!i the aqricultural impl('l'>('nts 

and does uon work [or the villaqers. 

2.20.10 ~usalli (sweeperl 

Musal1_ does cleaninq and sloleepinq of th, houses. 

He ill~~ te~ds to the cattle of the agriculturists. His 

wif does thp hO-'SI,h)] work iT I"hp '(l' ... " (If v 1 "<J"'r" 

2.' •. 1_ 

'hob.. "~I.les ~lothes of th" vil1aqecs. H· also does 

sew~n(- :l.d mc- :ling of the clothe •. 

2.20.12 Imam M;,.'Uid (leader of prayers) 

He leads prayers in the mosqu(', teaches IIoly Ouran 

to the children and arranges religious functions 1n the 

mosque. He bathes the dead bodies and leads the death 

prayers. 
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l_ 21 :::t'lARY 

11 ..as been "pparent that the village Chak Jan~ 

is typical villaqe of the district, havinq all tot-,I! qenera

lized char.-,cteristics described earlier for the district 

Altheu')h there 1:'· paucity in apecific spehres such as . 

lack of hi.;h .. lOOla .. nd Medical faeilties, the village 

Chal< .'an~ l!o/ln be considered not as ~n atypical ,illsge, 

.!!..:.d h(om;.-,·, It 1 t.J. cO-level indicate!;; all the ,-"eact.eriatics 

of th 11:tr -t " 5(,-'i.1l or<),1niZ.ltlon of 11e viUaqe 

Ind ell 

';1"< ups at c~ 

~ :up. i • tl(> 

If' upll 

'tbese 

.. ' wi\: be SCC'I'I. c')il.l .. sce to ')11'1 lac9cr 

p- <:' d.I:'lute. or g' it 'nto I ,.-tional rival 

- OI!I(' or Jf coal"s"in~' ,nG Bpi' t inq occa-

l'1i(1n,- .ly :o.n. ide w h th~ stratif ation syste:: of the 

lIil10ge. "'S wll. be Men later. occupational c .. tec,ories 

of t: .. ttfieation are parallel to ·~ach other. 

And this 1 •. mother justification for Illy select ior of thia 

vil1age. A~ ~hl. at,qe, _ .:111 focus en the ",ctua1 stra~i

ficalion syst<:'!tft of the villaqn and its relationshIp to the 

social or~,anization in the followinq chapters. 



PART-II 
• 

SOCIAL STR~TIFICATIQll 

IfHRODUCTION 

j 



INTROOUCTIO~; 

J. this ~ Irt, 3ttCmpt is made to spel 0\ t 

th d;ffel."'3lt ,(V .s )f stratific<ltion in the vill<lqe 

Chak Jan1- )f Puniab . This will include those distinq-

uial inq chalact('ristics which providlO' cut-off plint& for 

mcaninqful . -h,,1I!.il )f sucio-economic: clc"vaqes. These 

duractecist :S.lI." nJI wholly arbitrarily :ho!<C'n. On the 

contrary, there faIr amount of a'llalgarnation )f 

ernie and et c cat ~or je( . 

stratiflcat:on here as defined c"rl £r(P. 6 

"ply II" If 1"" ':~II q of peoplc toql tf er nn to h Isis of 
• 

fits In 01 m)r th, ~ ~""",,on ch"ract,'ri ,tics. T 

vc 1 inthe e c multi-dimension 1 "ppro<lch to 

stratltic,t )n 

This part is ag. in di,,aded into t",-o chapters. 

the first deals wit~ stratific"tion at occupational level. 

This expresses thc Ispects of rural identificatlonal pattern 

in economic te~s. At first step people are grouped together 

... ith reference to general occupational a'-tivitie . At the 

second step, the land-factor is taken into conSl-deration 

to account for the next level of economic identification . 

The s,e nd chaptcr de. s with stratificalion a t 

Zat level. l.,.t do:! tifi..,ation lS central to the pattern of 

59 
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soci"l .trat f catio in non-ec;: m:-aie;: termf'. "h s level 

of ident._.fic;:at',o'l i. much IIlOre prol,ouncC'd 01'1 so:ial occaaions 

such a. lDarn.age. !elth, birth -snd 'Vertan B1-.a, .i,' (cere

IDOnial 9;.ft-excll.",~el relations. 

, 

j 



CJ!/J'TER-3 

,: ICIAL STRAT1FICATION-l 

OCCUDAT::ONhL STRATIFICATION 

3.1 INTRODUCTIO~ 

One of the fundament .. l functions of any human 

society is to satisfy the biological needs o f its members , 

To achieve this objective. the m~rs of a society mus t 

organize thc.\'1ISelvcs in a particular way to produce t heir 

subsistenL'C . TIe process of organizing. 'Jives rise to 

a d'.·finit,- patte:' of so<:ial different'ation w,;·d on the 

d.vl.sion Of lab'lur This division of labour. indicates a 

,;trat,: ~~d sy",'- ,Ulnal' 'Jocieti, '. ( cf. Ourkh- i ... . 1949: 

Mel,.,r. 1961: Web·n, 19631 This str3t-fication s"J .tan , 

chilracteris~d by )C ":.lpational pOSitions of the ml'mbers 

of ill societ.y. lS th~ lIIaln concern of this cl"ptt"r.In this 

chaptet'. we will look. at th<: occupa! ion"~ stratification 

of Chak J.1ni .lnd SEe the relevance ,f <x:cupation for strati

fication system. 

The primary-level division of the population is 

based on occupation. Occupation here means the type o f t.he 

art of subsistence. The households are roughly classi f i e d 

61 
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en the b~$l. ,f rsjor economic activity of the :~ily. 

(see Table-I, 

TABLE-l 

__ _ ~"!IBU1'lO'S OF VILLAGl HOOSE
:.oS BY OCCUP/,Tlo:l 

Aqricul-!Agr l :' ,rvice !s 1 :;w. - : 
turists ; l,)~' r: I" road • ('1'"'" C'!:. II tnes!'; , 

, 'Total 
Labour:')thers ! HH 

_'------ ' 5 

1 , ). 16 ,,, 

21 , . 8.0 - 1 s.n . " 100 , 

ThQ largest occupational category as shown in 

the table, is that of ''Jr:icult-Jrilts. The agrL'ultudsts 

a("(~ those people who are directly and rehtively -.rrmanen tly , 

enqaged in the process of cultiv"tion and raiainq of c r ops . 

Agriculture i.s thlnr vit",l economic act ivity o!Il'd '-'nd is 

the ir 1118in sourn} of livelihood. 

'I''",c l'1li_::: clI.tegory for agri.culturists i. 'Wahl Jotl 

lCarnay A.1ay,' I. -Ol.l9h menl Their xClI;;.iltion la called 't/ah i 

atii ' Ol ·""h1 Jotl. ' :plouqhin<J ;and _ing) . 

1 
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The e,e:l ICcupational c(lteq")ry which I have 

indicat.ed as aqr_.:ultural labour in the table, includes 

:>eople "'ho pray irJ ,peel·'ic ty~HS of s .. rvices to lIqricu l-

turists in par icular , lind to all villagers in qe:leral. They 

are paid either in cash or in Jund. 

This cateqory can further be broken down on the 

basis of types of services. There are traditional artisans. 

so-called ' kammi', like 'lahar (ironS'llith), 'tarkhan ' 

(carpent.t'c), 'dhoba' Iwasherman) etc . , and 'lava' (season .. l 

or IlIiqratory labour) This migratory labour is cnployed 

on daily wagesoy agriculturists in particular seasons. 

T' e )<'11111111 also occupy an imoortant position in 

tho Za ~ ;trat.fl H on bY' virtue of their hereditGry occupa-

tions. But the extOO)1t of variation between their traditional 

and non-traditional occupations demands that the~" should 

be treated separately in both the stratificational patterns. 

Because the kaDfllis ,,"ho ar~ engaged in lYJn-traditionai occu

pations, are still identified by their occupational Zats, 

occupational Zat becomes an independent variable of 

identification. Horeover, kamnas are viewed as forming 

II. separate group because of the non- agricultul'f" content of 

their occupations. But they are distinguished from each 

other on the basis of their specific occupational Zats and 

1 
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'endogamous "t aracter of these Zats over shadows the 

'xcUpl>t In. d r .. ,'ter in 'lat stratification. 'This justi

n,·s III, y pia, ~ t,e \:-_i5 in th" ';>ccupatioll',i a. well as 

.n 'lal t"lt~' c"t U)l1!,. 

Looking .It the table-l, we notice th<lt. as III/my 

as JS h. ads >f ':he households .. n~ working abroad. Though 

they arc not involv.~(l in any produc-tive acUvitv in the 

villaqe, yet they hold a special pooition in the village. 

AllllOst everyone i.n the village knows who is worklnq 'Bahar' 

(abroad) . 

The next category is of thos!.' people ... ·ho are 

emplo:"ees, governmental and non-governmental. ,'hey constitute 

tl.e saiac ied stelt!" tlll v:illa'1e. They "rcc'alled by 

their fellows ,,0;: 'I\aukal"' (servant) or ' Bab,,' (clerk). These 

people are c:Ilploye1 in qovernment dep3rtments, corporations 

and school,. .n different parts of ttl<· country. 

The 'Karobari Lok ' i . e. businessmen are petty 

traders. They ,r, not like urban traders purely motivated 

by profit-lIIOtives, but they try to f ollow t he same CO'llmerc i ;sl 

principles. 



7h' non-agricultural labourers indicated in 

the table-l U~ labour, are those peoplc who do manual 

work. They do not involve themselve~ 1n agricultural 

production. Th"y <Ire called 'Mazo1,..,...,r' (labour) king 

'Mehn<lt M<lzdoori' (h<lrd labour) .Thev are not like 

industrial l<lbourers working at some place on permanent 

b<lsis. 

'!'he ~Other~ category is purel~' subjectively 

chosen for analytical faC1lity. It includes people doing 

such work as Cilnnot be included ~n ;;Iny of the ,~fore-

m .... nl innpn nr-r-ur",t ionill '.".1tC'<lories. No!;" do the'Y themselves 

form a unifie..l whole. Their non-inclusiveness puts them 

to<;'-·th",r ;pso acto. 'I'he villaqe-foll<" identify them by 

the,r individual 'kam ' (work). 

Havinq defined each occupational category. it 

lS now possible to deal with each category in detail . To 

start whith, we take first two categories, that of agricul

turists and agricultural labourers. Because these two 

c<ltegories constitute the majority of the households 

1.e. 61.6\ which are in one way or another, involved l.n 

agricultore. This f<lct highlights the significance of 

land-factor in tho village social organiz<ltion. In the 

following ~agcs we will discuss t~e occupational positions 



of agriculturists "no Iqricultural labourel's and trace 

th, H'lcvllnc" ,f 

)1 ':I.eI' ie -cl. 

nd fa.ctar for str(ltificational pattern 

!. ~ 'l'HP IoGR:rC JLTU" :STS 

" 

t t fir;t ~evel '>f 6tr;;\tification, ~'Jricultu

rists we:n viewc::l ill farming a sin,]le occupation"l category _ 

So reference w", lIIaf .... to their specific occupational position 

1n th~' 01'911.1112.1110/1 .,f ac:;ricultural production. BecaU!'Ie 

their occupation is considered as II. natural .. nd respectful 

econOMic activity. agriculturists arc grouped together and 

counterpo""d to all other occupations "'hich .. re c"nstdered 

in terior to age _c" 1 tur-e. 

JeC that agriculture ~s funda.,.,entally 

diU'_lCcnt tope of 0 '=upation, agriculturists arc divided 

:m the b'sis of the ~ relationship with land. Their specific 

?Os1t.lOn 1n t,he Jrqilr.,ziltior. ~[ pro·:luction IS brought to 

surface verY vivid Iv al :his juncture (see Tabl,~-21. 



TABLr - 2 

OISTRIBUTION OF AGRICl,lLTI,lItE UNO ANO FARIUNG HOUSEHOLDS 
BY TYPE OF LEASE 
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----., ;,-- -;_. -.- T- -t:- -; 0 E -r 

Landlord
Fanners 

FlI.rmorll 

F&J:rnar Tenants 

"'"'"" 

"'001 

: Numbcr of! Number of:t.nnd O .. mecl!Land cul- Land glYCOl Land taken 
!llls Farms ' in acre_ : tiv""ted ,on Tenancy : on tenancy 

, 
7.U 

53 
47.3\ 

2B 
25.0\ 

23 
20.: ' 

, 
5.9' 

45 
44.1\ 

" 27.5\ 

2J 
n, :" 

102 
100 , 

1300 
74.21 

J92 
22.41 

59(11.5\ 
3.4% of 

1751 
100 , 

DI 

(in acrel): (in acres): (in acrea) 

736 (S6.6t of C) 564 (43.4~ 
42.0 I 

J92 
22.4\ 

m 
19.2\ 

286 
1(;.1% 

1751 
100·' 

of C) 

56' 

27R (82.5\ of 0) 
49.3'121,," 0" C ) 

?BS (22% )f .)f C) 
50. 1, 

'" .00 , 

• 
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This table-Z 9,ves a graphic picture of this 

new level of stratification. The further categorization 

of agriculturlsts is marked by their use and control of 

land_ Thus the usc and control of land determines thei r 

specific poritian in the production organization. They are 

identified and qr upcd separately on the basis of thei r 

reliltionship with nd. 

~,2 1 The Lan'llc-rd Fannel:!> 

Th·~ term l< n lord-farMer denotes big landed

people, O'.ming 7~.2' of the total agricultural land of 

the vi11aq,. The", H' landlords as far as 4:.4 \ of their 

land is cultivilt,d by tenants and aro farmers as far as 

56.fI\ of the lnd is cultivated by landlords thl!rnselves. 

They are doin,! lII,elallzed faOlling on their palCt of the 

land. 

They :JWn tr.:lctors, wheat-tnrcshers and hire 

wagc-laboJren f<:>r agricultural work on their lands . ':'hey 

ah;{):lo z-Jricultlildl , ... ork in pti!rson on their f.nII';, The 

output of r~,e } ",11' ultiv.;Ited b}' landlord-farnun them-

s,=,lv,-,s is shown the followillq ch.)rt. 



CIIART )I". 2 ~ROrl' 1:.·~ PATTEHN F(lR L1II;OI..ORC 
F;'!:1'IERS I U18) 

" 

'l'oUII o..1t>: 'ilio,., -:-~ cr->Gr""M.r;Pru",",c.'~-V"_"'"":"fCcd"'d"'e,T: 'ff.o1r""",':-._",,~,r-
Vo'lted lon:i : me table 
(b _1CTe"1 _..... ..L 

, l! . , 
" 10 31 " " '" , • , • , . , 6.1\ 1.4l ~. It • " ). <). 100 • 

KHARlf SEASON 

""" o..ltl-; Rl.-io • SOiilOlJ,r- 0 o:ottm ' yOIlCr V<q<- :011- Fallo.t: _1 • . ' . 
w .... ..., • • "- • • """. , ..... • • 
lin ~, • • • • 

7J1; ". 122 " 51 " 
.. .. 64 n6 

'''' • !.l'J 1(,.6' 4.1\ 7 . 71. 7.2\ 3. ~ ~ ,.,\ '000 

----

The landlord-' H"I~n; carry the title <)1 ':haudhr y ' 

Whl·,"h siq. fi, ~ '~ci' rt"tus \11 landlords. TlI'~y are also called 

'Wadday :r."lIind'T' ,'b'q l".n>:-oW'!.ersl 

'rle v __ Hl~ 1<:> of t lalJdlordJ 

... t v,t :'I. 'IV n -. ':'I O'm 1.>1"_ k-Ia s . 

.\ ':)1' '';'> .• ;1, in t'" town of Gujc<lt,~'!';("h he h'ls ,mtcd ou t. 



" 
Th '.- f th i.md .. orch; "roup ,~o not p.lrt1-

CiPltc n al,! '0 >III. ,ctlvity. :'''-~y observe p .rdah (veil) 

'cfined lc:J thl:r ~.omes. ~t c;)n. anc:: he::":: ar-e -)1 t 1 

thl'ref,:>r<', be r'~('Tl th,t t'\e IM1c!lords althouqh IlPn toqe t her • 

do no t con! tit .te • t! ',ctty hc:Jatoqe~.eous qrour ~ce there 

are aoae "'00 He c ~aqed :)olrtly at lCI£t in non-agricu l tur al 

activites. Yd. k .par:: :~in .. ownel of hrick-kiln Mid owner 

of rental ;;:11 )p' ,tv If tho town of Cujrat. th<l',r """in economic 

Btandinq in t~ so -1ely i. &gricultu:-e based. It .• t his 

that q1.'1( 8 tt_ • "'OIDoqcnoulI character. I n the social 

ladder of the vl_l.~e. they oc~py the highest r,nq . 

" I 1 Th ,n 

• r , " lel--c.it.YalJrs al~ mai.! land 

to 6S f.ams. Th··y rarely 'J"t tenan t s 

for cult.vatio". Th"y are called as ' t:ikkay Z,!,I!li;-,dar ' 

(liliiii11 bnd-ownel'sl. whie7'1 indi~'ateB that their st '.tUB is 

lower t'l<>" tbj<t ), landlord-faf'W>r •. 

Th~ farmers, qcnerally, praetiee traditional 

~ethods of cultivation. Though .om~ households hire t r aet ora 

and wheat thl~.hcr. on the oeeaaions of plouqhinq dnd th~ 

.hinq. lilted: ,bour i. also UIlC" a .. tillM's. 
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Their cropping pattern is shown 00.10'01:-

CHART NO.3 CHOPP ING PATTERN FOR FAPJ·ltRS 
(l91B) 

HJ\Bt SEASON 

Total 1a1i!: ,..,,, :su:rqarrane: Fedder -= _1 
(in acres) : , , 

392 '" 26.S 39.5 " 392 
100 110 70. g~ 6.fW 10.l> 12.2% 100 " 

KHARIF SEASON 

, 

"''''' lan<l; Rice • SUgarcana , , , """,,, ""~ -, 
(in acres) : 

192 '" 26.5 19 94.5 392 
1001 1i4.J' Ii. H1. ~.R' 2~ . I j 100 , 

Usually all the members of a farmer' s household 

are involved in agriculture. But some members in add i t i o n , 

may pursue other non-agricultural occupations. for the 

pUl'pose of soclal stratification farmers may be considered 

little lower than the previous group. but the significance 

of this social differentiation is not so conspicuous . For 

all practical purposes, the interaction between these two 
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3.2. 2 The Fac.er-Ten.nt~ 

Th, f'tl ~('r t",;,"15 Qr€' tholll cultlvator who own 

£'nl 'Iu,}ntl~y. S'l, th("y , :> work ,,~ 

t.:"I"t_ 0' .,hc 1M ~ t ken fe'tII l""dlorc-fonner' At presf'nt, 

: hI" ,:rom 59 iU'~ s f lal j III:~ t:.~"e got L 18 IICt ':I <,:0 tenancy. 

_. ,a fora ot lell.~ is IIbare-crOP9ir.~. 80th 

la. dl, ,1-f = 'r~ .::, fat":" 'c-tcn.;,nts provide ha_f (of .ced. and 

tetil:ners and :livide 'he agricultural produce "'!J,·ally. The 

!.and revenue 111::1 vatf'r-CharqcB ,'re also shared :j'u~lly. But 

the ramler-tenant is solely responsible for tht] cultivation 

of land. H~ "Jim",! f ;)rovides all tho aqricultul",': implements 

of <:ropII '':I he ~rown. ). :Jit:J;:'sed Wlt.', tll>! own, of the 

,mi . '<:'::1 'P. 109 pntcrn "l[ Uti' t)tdl cult :v<1t,_od l,md is 

CROP£':NG PATTEW; FO: FARMER-TI,~/I"TS 

fl 'P81 

1'>taTC .. :r:-:- hC .. l~~ '.:.>,;.. '" ...;.':FOi»;i-! Gr<n ~ 
tiv .. ~.!Id: : 
:.-,IWSl"'. ,elf.: _ J_ 

.. , 

Total CUl- I • t.iVdted : 
land (.JICZ'a) : 

JJ7 

'" 'V, 

'" 79.2\ 

• • • • • • · , . . , i, ____ -"c-______ "''-
~_s 

11.4\ 

• • • , 

24, ~ 
7." 

)8.5 2 
11.-4\ .61 

• l.n 

29.5 .... 
• • , 

J 
.i.,at 

JJ7 

.'" 

m 
.00\ 
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"'~ail1. th fanll'c-t.-nant group, t'V;)Uqh 1; a. 

."-"HI depend~nt In ''Ie landlord fillrllers, yet th.ay <Ire 

·0nsid.~red .a par' U-C!! and not .s deJe-.d(:mt5. In ":lther 

words both thf' qroups consider their depender.cy II .utual 

find not obligi,tory. Landlords need the faI1Oler-te''Cant's 

help to bav~ the.c '''''ll land cultiv.ted • aa tho fdr.er

tenants neec! th.' h:ndlord-farmer'. land to subsidize their 

own earninq. Thill mutual cooperation and undf,>cr;tanding brinqll 

two groups to.'t.' .~: at t h·! aocilll-l"I;,!c-lctlona.: level. Though 

the -ii'.ltribut.oll ' """alth c .. nnot be considered equal under 

any steete"!. of ',lIIag at::,on brt""·e"l -.iifferent c;roopa, yet 

th<'ro & v'~ly I··tl, !Kl~i,]l-~)iJnicl' t>·~IKl.·n l,lnc")rd-

f ,rr.,,-. fJn.

&lr,tififltl' , 
h ~l- r lCIUMs ]t ·~c v_,l"qf> level 

t.J this part., ul;ar (;,:f~re-.:, ~ :u, _;alt.h. 

3. 2.] Tho- l'Co , lr t, 

Th'~ te; ~I,ts are l;andl ••• cultivators of land. 

c:alld ·'1Q~ar.' (tenant) 0 Thf!Y are cultiv",tinq 2SQ acres of 

l"'nd owned by l",ruBord-farmer._ T~ey work on Ij,nd round the 

year wah the full participation of all the lIIell!ber. of their 

household,)_ 'I'TC'Y .. 1'10 t .. nd to landlc'rd's cattl ... Their 

felDale. 011110 parti--ipate with them in the process of pro

duction. 'I'hcy !females) also 9'0 to landlord'. lIou.e. to 

do household WDlk. The extent of dependency of tenants 

1 



" 
on landlords is much greater than that of the farmer~ 

tenants, because t, l;;lnrs do not possess any land at all. 

The terms of production for tenants ar' same as 

that for farme"-t ~ants. But tenants sometimes get help 

from landlords f".- ')loughing the 13nd ",ith tractor and 

plough shiless. ~oreover, their relationship "'ith landlard-

farmers is perman~nt and in some cases hereditary. Thus 

the landlords also help them financi<llly on social occasions 

of rites de passage such as marriage, death, birth and during 

illness. Thus it can be noticed that though all these four 

tenilnts - mily be looked at a hierarchical order. there is 

a COItrnon dcmorniniltor which br,ings ,,) 1 of them at the same 

level. That common denominator is land and agcicultuI"e. 

This justifies my grouping all of them togeth{'r (Table-I] 

as agriculturists, the most prestigious strata of the 

village society, 

The cropping pattern for tenants is illustrated 

in the fo llowin<" art: 

1 



CHART NO.5 

TOtal &lu- ; 

.""'" ""'" (in acres) 

'" 100 , 

~ROPPING PATTERN POR TENANTS 
(1978) 

,wn SEASON 

""", ' SU::Jan::ane ' """'" • C~ • • • • • • 
, 

225.5 J8 l8~5 • 18.!! , l?3 ,. \ 1.4".; 

KHARIF SEASON 

'" 10(\\ 

TOtal OUlti-; ~.~ ·-:"'"»'"'""""'"'"'r:-.O<he"'""'''''------------------------------
vata:1 lal(! ' 'IUt<ll 
(inacresl , 

.:il6 uS. ~ 
1''> • 8\ " 13 .. , 

a.s 
1 . 9\ 

", 
100\ 

~ have explained above in detail the conditions and 

circumstances of grouping withi" .. griculturists. The funda-

menta l logic of thi!'; groupinq is the type of rel .. tionship 

of the agriculturists with land. Now we explore this relation-

ship in terms of size of land and tyPe of lease with reference 

to individual households of agriculturists . In this process 

we will further elucidate the intial proposition about use 

and control of 13nd as the bilsis for the above mentioned 

eateqor ization. 

• L 
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TABLE-3 

DISTRIBO' ~')N 0' FAR.."lING HOUSEIIOLDS 
OY SIZE 'J. FAR"! 

; AftM-Sn.; lin 
I 'lo ) ,. . 

acres ~ Hils 
ol! Percentage 

0 5 12 10.7 

Abov .. · 5 10 46 41.1 

• 10 15 26 23.2 

• b " 20 11.9 

• 20 25 

• 25 50 

• 50 -100 , '-' 
• 100 -150 • 3 .• , 

• l~" -200 

• 200 -34'0 1 0.' 

112 100 , 

Till _ _ 3 ~iv·s us basic information of "qricultur-
fann-~'i;-' meanS 

is" - "?U;c'-..;:·lr" h :ll'finite f",rm--'"".Thc{ ~n .Irea of 

laT,:'! cultivat· d 11.,- 'n-- unit by "r"~ or more that nl' household 

<"ollectivel· ... J' same <:",8<5 " number of houseJ,old:. do col1ec-

! ~ve farming:: cJlle-tively-owned tract of land ,1nd share 

th.- input and out-pul equillly. This does not imply the 

• 
L 
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existence of voluntary cooperative farming. Usually the 

land is held collectively by virtue of common inheritance. 

But such cases of collective farming are rare. 

After this initial division of households by farm-

size, we elaborate this point with reference to the type 

of lease (see T,lble-4) 

TABLF.-4 

DISTRIBUTION OF fARMS " SIZf 
AND TYPE Of LEASE 

Farm Size • NOMBER OF FJl.RHS : Per-
(in deU"",): r d.IIIlerS; Famer-: '/1:!()(I- ~ro:ilOid- "IUI'!\L ;cen-

;fulants; "W ,-~ :tage 

0 - 5 10 1 11 10. II 

Above 
5 10 " 11 , 4l 42_ 2 

10 15 3 11 11 25 24.5 

15 20 , 6 • 13 16. I> 

20 25 

25 50 

50 100 3 3 2.' 

"0 1',0 2 , , .0 

150 200 

200 10< 1 1 1.0 

TOTAL 45 28 6 102 
100% 

Perccnt- 41. 1 27.5 22.5 5.' 100 -by-of lease 
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As iIlany as 43 farms are of the 5i:!'e of S to 10 

acres. Out of these 43 fantls, 25 (58%) are owned by farmers 

11 (26%) by [antler-tenants and 7(16%) by tenants. Thus no 

category except landlord-farmers, have farms above 20 acres. 

All the landlord-fanners own farms above the size of 50 

acres. 

This fact is further demonstrated by individual 

households of each farming category and the amount of land 

cultivated by them (see Table-5). It becomes obvious that 

the extent of variation in farm-sizC! among the households 

The vast inequality in farm-size between landlord 

fanners and ,,11 other categories is ,!uitc sharp. This inequa

lity could bring other categories closer as opposed to land

lord-farmers. But the difference in the remaining categories 

is that of o~~ership and non-ownership of cultivated 

land. This fact of differonce in land ownership divides 

them among themselves. Thus the use and control of land 

Should allot the agriculturists their position in the stra

tificational pattern vis-a-vis political decision-makinq 

process in the village - a possibility whiCh ",ill be explored 

further later on. 

L 



...... !lu:-s 

!n: r. IlUTl'lN OF FAI'''- IN<; I'(){JSF.
lOW ~ BY SUr: OF ~·"RMS AliD Typr; 

o LEJ\;:t: 

Farm-lii,..- ' 

" 

(in acre 'J: j TOTAL 

0 - 5 11 1 12 

above 

10 " 11 7 " 
10 • " 11 26 

L 2i 10 , • 20 

20 2' 

2', 5. 

" 10' - ) 

100 1 ~ ~ • • 
LO 7.0 l 

2(D ];. ) 1 1 

I 
l'O": AL 53 " 23 112 

The landlo"d-farllll"rii are the I!IOst active politiclIl 

ela.ents in the villaqe. Thouqh they are not c~itted to any 

political paI"t.y yet they particip~ted enthusiastically in the 

General elections of March . 1977. 

• 
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The data collected about the politica~ campaign 

revealed that out of 8 landlords, 6 sided w1th akist.lln Peoples 

Party and 2 with Pakistan rlation .. ! Alllance. The landlords 

who sided with PNA were closely-related with a parliamentarY 

candidate for the said party from a neighbouring village. The 

landlords who 51ded with PPP were more closely related among 

themselves than with their oppOnents. Two out of these six 

landlords, were further .. nvalved in marital bond with a land

lord of another village, who was PPP candidate for Provincial 

Assembly. This Ci n J..ddte joine-(l PPP somewhere l.n 1915 and 

:>eo f. "p_' t )1 0 in thl Ministry in colse his party 

Majorit 

their respec~ive 

the tenants and fanner:"-teni-i\ts followed 

_~dlords . The f3rmer-ten,mts and t enants 

supported PPP IIIOre for their <yom reasons than for their 

d"I'~'ndency 0." the landlord. Most of them otten talked against 

their landlords. ~he c~on 51gn of resentment against the 

landlords is expressPd by leaving one landlord for another. 

The farmers "-ere split into two groups on the 

iSSUe! of th"ir :>olitical support. -~ch group aligned 1tself 

wi.th one of :he tvu ;truygling facti.o- s of la, Hords. But 

<It local lcv.-] t 0 farmers wee,," SOlI -times crit_cal of land

_oeds_ For CX3I11pl<-, )n t.le ove 01 lann cons01_ '.ltion, two 

p,twClrjs C'-lllle to v"llage to inform tho land-o,,"ners about 
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the proposed scheme. These patwaris were opposed by mos t 

of the representatives of the land-owners . The landlord 

farmers feared that land disputes might arise due to land 

consolidation. The farmer-tenants were afraid of losinq 

fertile land. But the two representatives of the farmers 

approved the ldca of land consolid.:ltion . These fanners 

later offered the explanation for landlord's refusal 

saying . "they !landlords) are afraid lest they should 

lose usurped land,-

Further. lhe farmers an~ faced with many IIqricul

roal problems which arc easily solved by landlord-fnflDer s 

on the b.:a: 15 of .lrrlu"nt position ,md wider SOt"i •• l contacts 

of th~ latter. Such problems pertain to water-charges, 

timely irrigatIon of fields. procurement of ferti lizers 

and loan",. Tho:! f,lrmo:!rs ... nd farmer-tenants. both "re in " 

similar probl('ma.tic situittion in this respect. These two 

litnded-stra.t~ have specia.l complaints against the Patwari . 

The most COllllllOn complaint is related wi t h anomalies in vater

charges. If the Patwitri 18 not pleased with 50IIIe lIIIIount of 

bribe money which he receive~ from t~e to time. he migh t 

show morc irrigated acreage in his land record thon t he 

actual one. Hence he can increase the amount of wate r

charges. S~ilarly. one farmer-tenant told me! that he had 

to bribe the operator of the qovernoent tubewell for t he 

tilllely irrigiltion of his fields. But the tenants are i n a 

• 
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h.1 ~lord. 
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~; )blell!.s solved thee :gl the aqcr.cy of their 

5UPP:>ltil ~ '-I" n<!.orc If· polit-_ic~. cx;>rcss ttJcir dislike 

for thO] land' nIl in the general 50<'i.;:>1 lift" of tho:: village. 

The far~rs enter into free inter,lelian with IICJricultural 

l"Laun·rs. t. ")nt ,'nu farm<'r-tcn.lnt' Once talkinq to an 

ilqricultural labourer, a [aDDer said that it was better to 

make friends with these people than with the landlords. No 

doubt, this V.mlcr himself was very close to a landlord . 

':llii re "~ 'ct the ten.:>nts """Ie obscr'~ ,d to 

interact ",it' .t'l; '(".lItural labourer, <lod r"nn",--tr-nants 

n IlIOl' ~-<l,_a 1 

strata are 

hen, e they arc 

":\dn filrmers did. B cause these tnree 

,ne way or another dependent upon t~e landlords 

)r< or less in an identical social position. 

We have s~ e, that the majol" conflict il the vi llage, 

ar~ses ~t due to presence or absence of agricultural land 

among the agriculturists, but becaus., of political affilia

tion. kinship-ties and other personal interesb, The village 

society as such is of one strata amonq the agricultUrists, 

but there are occasions when they split into conflict.ing 

, 

-
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gro,-,ps and lobby around a political entrepreneur We 

notice th~t eve, q single stratum of the village, namely. 

llI.ly spl~t into f~ct :onal ·iisT'utes around , 
th' ir own _ 'Ol~tical n;Jminees. rath"r than acc' ml the land-

~ldin<, CDrl?ositio>!'J of the group. ~he solitary ~xception 

to this lIIay 00 tle J ndl(llcds and thr" other gr culture 

1. Tl!,: • Sl - ::--=-"!'lHAL LI'I[;()IJ~ 

The next x:,:upational category in the first 

division is tLal of agricultural labourers. 'he agricul-

tural labourers ~, explained (',uIi"'T (5<"00' P"<JP: ( 1, 

are of two types' .J artisans "nd 2) l<lv/ls. Belp .... we 

discuss each se:~ariltely:-

3.3.1 Jlrti'F-:lS: 

'rhe artisans or so-called k.ammi~, belong to 

But t ~ir "'p_ cHic social position 

n suI- _n ~,,,:, t eic ple"ant occupatio"'_l £tandinq,put thell'l 

Ire involve<! Ul 'Seype' relations17 with 

t, e agricultln h:ta ir particular and .... ith oth,!" villaqera 

In <I..-n. ra 1 >t ,1 hou!Cchold, are as £011.-;.:s, 
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CHART NO.6 "JUS=:JIOlJ)S OF SEVfL-ItAMMIS 

s ' OCC"pATi6"s : Hous"-< •• 
N<.>.:~,. 

- ~. , 
Translat ion: holds 11 N",", 

1 ~I.x:'l Cobbler 14 

2. Mo,;~' 'ellli SweeJX'r 10 

,. Dhoba Hashema,' • 
• Ta,k .- C"q><!'nter , 
5. i'Ufl.h.u Potter 2 

•• ~t>C"h1 Water ~o/Irr1er 2 

, ~. Barber , 
S. e< ~, lror .... ;tt, 1 

.s 

The IIIlxwe )8 households of lulJais <'Ir,> ,·ngaqed 

1n their traditional occupations 1n the vi llage. But 1111 

of them are rlot having the complete tr<tditionill 'seyp"'" 

relationship. Mo.t of tlx-III also work for cash. Thus pay-

.... nt in cash and/or ktnd el<press the elenacnts of cluo.ngEi in 

the tradit',O'!Ia: ao,~i;,j orllaniz,~tiol of tk-e villag<-'. 

1'h· ar" .... on. ~I :)vide spe<:"lfie $ervice~ to all the 

v,_l:~llge. Be . en -he:: ·,.-aditional Qccuplltionai pursuits 

Lke ah)c ...... klnc· swepinq and .bav.o.:JQ, they .ll!l(l taka part 

in Ilqrlcul'll!' n r.oe· flc Seas.,,,s For (>xilmpl,", ~Iochi 
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usually <.10 S win ~' .. nq, Mussal!.. harvesting and ,;llIIIhar 

carries gr<li),$ 1:0 - h· houses of the aogricultu["ists frCla 

the fields. ~or th~se services they arc paid j lnd o r 

in cash. The paY"1l'nt c>y agriculturists i s \Jsua Iv in k.ind .• 

The following :hart <li'-'-"'::; the dl'tails of services and 

00 . , 'I'VPE." OF:;ERVICES AND I'A\'HEST_ 

-, -, 
.. t. ':n'rup'll ion Services 

, 
: P~ments . .. .c ___ _ 

1. I ~J >hi> Sewtng. "'.uhinJ 

•• 4 tq..3 of ...neat 

ioIaintaim :lQriClIl- 4to6t~of""""t 

hbc:d cutting. water 2 to 4 tq:a- of o.oheat 

s. 9ce-.:lking and re- 4 to 8 tepa of Ioh:3I:It 

,. ~lli SI.1eeping. 1k:useID1d 4 to 6 ~ of ...mat 

,. •• Shaving. ~, 4 to 6 tapa o f wheat 

,. 'Uintains agricu1ru- ~ to 6 tepa of Ioohoat 

ral 'nplarlflll.ts, house 

bJilding 
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lLke bir~h Jni IIldr'l.~·e._ Thlv ulac work for casl .• Nowaaays 

IIlOS'c: of the"ll like :) be paid in ':;"811 although .n Cltl rlier 

131'11 1l1O!:: of t' ")'!Rnts used to b' I.n kind onl:o-. The 

lII'IIo\mt of U'IhIH.erat ~on anil 1I00000't i __ (>< ... y in callh .18 well . 
<0 

Thus they .u. lx'ln<; qiven an extra Inccntivc(we>rk for the 

3.3 . 2 

Th" .-e.·11 nl'~ lat>lJ'lroe-rs work on the fl"ld. They 

d':> harv,'st_ '1. w -~~l.";. =t',~:-p,c 1,..q etc. Th··" 41'10 work 

in t'·" lie, )n of r ;,l~plantaliqn_ '!'he~ Jce ?a.o,d HI CII"h 

• n It).n 1 • 

depend upc·., such .e!Sonal work. Th':1 wives of seasornol lab-

curers usually sbare their work and also get paid . Theae 

people aloo q:l to th,' neiqhbourlng villages in sellreh of 

such seasonal work.. Socaet.il1Ie& thef engage in non-agricultural 

work, bu.t their normal occupational activity ill thllt of an 

aqriculturol lo'lboureJ('. 
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3.4 SEKV :E .'.BROAO 

Th(' people s~rviflg "bro.~d,mostly in the 1-liddlc 

Eastern c:ollntz-ies, enjoy" special position in the village. 

It is an occasion of great happiness for a person to go 

abroad . People usually go to the airport in groups to see 

the person off. When a villager comes back his kin and 

friends gather around him and listen to his adventures 

abroad. 

Tho uS\J~l method of going abroad is through the 

aat'''nv of " rprrn;f:;.'1'] "'J"''1t. '!'ho l~:1cCC pC;:Iplc .. "ishir,g to 

00 abroad sril ,,11 or part of their land and g~ve the money 

to the ag'-<ot. 'l'her'O! is no formal :ontract b(>t""een the agent 

,1nd the persoll wi shiny to go abroad. 50 thf're are many cases 

of fraud. TO rule out the possibility of being den:.i ved, the 

people now contact the agent through family links. 

The money '·"rn("(j from "broad is usually spent on 

the construction of pakka houses and on household luxury 

items such as radio. tilpe -recorders,refrigrerators and 

television sets. After returning from abroad. some people 

have migrated to the town of Dinga. They have built houses 

there and opened shops. Some people have bought more agricul

tural land than .... hat they might have sold before going 

abtoad. 



.. 
anc' outsid. thc· vJl~aqe 1$ that t'lr.lr lI'oorcl' of livalihood 

liclI !;Iut"idr. t:" pale of the village econOllly. But they differ 

'v we ahal.! discus!'! the ;:>f!ople ~"rvinq in 

t ir -wn '01n~-

Th.'T' lire 22 households !ormi'1q thn .',:.ried 

str-lt.m of th,· v:lL.>gl" They are working in qo'.-ernment de-

plrtIDents. ,-,orp'lrdtions ancl in private seeler. :," different 

parts of th' country, This pt.cn~non 1ndiCdt.3 the inteqra-

ticn of vilLty.! Chait J.In} with wi.der society . The follOW i ng 

,hart sha .... $ t. ... e typ.-,s of services Jerfonaed by t!'le people 

of thiS group. 

CHART :JO.8 

0- • 

Sr .• 
Nt'. : 

r,' ES O? SERVICES A!.:O ';Cl. 01" llou;-rilOUlS 
-IF DtPUJYEfS 

Serv:>.e~:; 

-.,....,., -- - , ---
, lIouf'e

_~:hoi.d'1' __ 

",_"lIl~ fel ~e. B 
0/:. '-i';' '5 ) 
). - el)n 
4. ",lu,e 2 
',. '?oat."r. 
,;, ".;lilvay Clt-rks 1 
7. '-")r~kc·cper 1 
B. _;veeiil'8f" hr Man!Cl,..allty of 

Dinql'l) 1 
':J. 'i''''''ello.:' 1 

10. _~'!l~i'l_.cl1"_r:~ __ . 1 
22 

• 
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AccordJ.n" to this ch~rt it 1.. evident that "Ir.ed 

forces have attr<lc:ed Bore peonle than ~ny other service . 

Th~ce i. only one 6chool teacher. He is 11 graduate and 

teachf'. i.n Din~1!I High 'C. "001. The whlle-colla r )X"o!,>le lice 

rather f,,.., 1: ttl v llaql 

'Jf ~h~ htt; ,. ·,ducatic:' . hey have. 

pendent )f ',.,i!llqe con Ie st r ucture . Th('!c source of inCOllle 

, ie' 'lit )f t·.~ ~ ',e of tl'le villagE 1M they 'i('c "onthly 

I '''y. \"ha',","'" ,~er ~'IIount o f ao ey they 9'~t. have given 

"'''''1 "'~'" tlv flee th .... rrice fluctua~ .. cms In 

'he ""r-kct . Th"l I 'y ,.r'! lIIore conc,~r"e1 .100ut the over-all 

saine time they an' p r oud of the fact that they can stand the 

Intrusion of .oney~rk~t into an agricu~ture·ba.ed co-munity. 

Hr.!nce in a a(>nse. they have .)cQ\li r oo a f eellnq of superiority 

'N<;:r their follov-\"llaqC'("s, whiCh th.;v dQ not 1'~5iU, te to 

("pfilet in t'eir 'Y' ryday dl'lI1.:r.ol!l wl.tl others in the 

vtl1"'le . SillliL·rlv t~.e bu,ine ... lllen hiwe also developed 

~ .... ·ut ·~f attit :Ie because they .~r. jerrwn,!!l' involved 

.. n ~he pr(Y::p •• ~. • 1IIc. •. ~y mar~et. We no''''' tak~· this ca t egory 

and disCl5S :.:.' :; th_ f, llowi'lg pilr"qraph •. 
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All t, e eiqht shops ~n ':he village are owned 

and run by the peapl,' living in the v __ .U<lge . Th. shOps are 

small and mostly o!-,erwd into the hou,...e of the shopkeepers. 

The shopkecper-s JO to the town and bring goods 01 household 

usc. They sell '-ht~se thingS with S<:lIIW pro£lt . 

Thc)uyeTs pay the price in kind or in c.'1sh. 

They also huy thin'J'c cn -redit. The shopkeeperI' 1Isu."111y 

Itee:! II n ordin ry 

CJStOlll"r, 101'.'10 h , 

't.'-book t.o wr. te down the ~ of such 

credit. 

-:1(' sr'-Opk,·ep .. rs try to run the'r 

bus.nel'S with thl view of making pr"fit. But t. ~r(' creeps 

,n an un~al 'I ;it cal .. on when a customer tries tn ply less 

tban the price fixed and addresses the shopkeep~r by some 

fictive kinship terms, such as 'ehaeha' (unclel, 'Baba ' 

{elderly respectable person} etc. 

There is a half-expressed sense of competition 

among the ~eepers. They usually talk in a ~ild tone 

itgitinst each other. Sanetimcs a shopkeeper will lowel' the 

pr ice of comm?dhy unilaterally to enhance his SOlIe. 

l 
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Thr",e out of the remaining nine businessmen have 

~: :>pB nO n-'a and Kharian. T\.io aI:"' tailors and run a 

tailor ng shop in i':hari3n. One is <In lronSlllith whO shifted 

his SIIIithy to Jlnga. These tnrce businessmen lre engaged 

in their traditions I ~cupations but they have moved out 

of the villag, in the hope of making more money. Nowadays 

if th-:,y work f(,r :hcir village folks, they demand payment 

In cash. Othe~ five households are of cattle-traders. 

Cattle-tri.ldcrs buy cattle frOlll th .. villager:s and sell 

them to p~ple in other villages and vice-versa. There is 

one .. ,heat-rolling unit run by a 'Julaha ' (weaver). 

3.7 NON-AGRlr.tJLTURAL LABOUR 

There are 16 households of non-agricultural 

,bourera '.n tt:a vl11a<J"'. They solely depend upon their 

p:,.ysic;:)1 ·O_r ·')r their livelihood. ··hey do manual work in 

":he village a, i :lut of :he village. SOIIle of them go to the 

nearest tow, of Dinga ilnd ..-ork on dilily wages. 

Out of 16 heads of hnuseholds, 11 are 'Bhatta 

Milzdool"' (brick-kiln lilbournrs) . Thev work on brick kilns 

in the town. Soiaetimes they go to far $lff cities to do the 

same job. The l"eJIIClining 5 households usually do load carry

ing in the village or in the town. So~etimes they go to 

1 



the town in thl morning and come back in the evening. 

In the ",nd .Ie discuss the last occupational cate-

gory indicated in the Tabli'-! as -Others.- Pe<ple CClDpris

ing this cateq rv uc "ut toqether only for th., Durpose of 

analysi$. Oth ~W tj e:;e people pursue d"fl.nltc occuoations, 

] . 

-_ is ateqot'y includes peopl. involved 1n diffet'ent 

occupat .onr: _ Thre ho\;seholds o,,'n ton",a (horse-driven cart) . 

• rey load fare'll fr~ villa",e to the town and back. Scme 

of them go to th,~ town for the whole u«y and run their tongas 

over there. Three heads of the hou$eholds are working as 

mechanics ir the t"Wn. Four people aT< '/iusafir' (care taker) 

in the village mosques and four are regular Imam Masjids. 

These eight people are paid in kind and cash by people of 

respective mosques. 

There l'. one household whose head, popularly called 

'r ,lit ion 1 ·'rli<;in,,,_ Ill: t f"ach{'s t hI" 

Iloly Qur;]n ~o t.h children. H<.: i' paid in cash for his 

s. rvi ~" Someti.mefl e ;oes to )thC'c villages for long pt"riods 

~,J pract i,·,' " 'Jlitltl:ll,19 . 'r tlrf'n'. 

The last household is of a grave-digger, He digs 

gravell for tho de Id in return for l!lon .. y. But hI.: does not r es; ie 

1 
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permanently in the villa9~. Sometimes he does manual work 

in the town of Dinga. 

3.9 SUMHARY 

We hdv, spelled out in this chapter. U:e 

lccu ... ational lS..ects of social stratif~c"tion n a Punjabi 

vil1a<)e. ' I:' fir;t 1,,',',,1 of str,ltific,tion<ll pattern is 

ch,-. ;t~r e loy 1,m-fdI economic activity of the village 

folks. ITI,e -;LoOMi .. .activ~ty is perceived by tl-Je village 

I'<:>opie thllU~ h v r1' lS identificational referenn,s such 

ae. lqricultuU:, blsiness. outward :>ccuoational mobility. 

etc. At ti e se~o,d level. tho land-f<lctor beCOClll'S an 

important referenc~ point for the identification of people 

involved. in the cul~ivation of land. These structural 

differentiations of the village populace indicate a strati-

fied system, based on the occupation and land-holding compo-

sit ion. Their 6trati[ication can a160 be comprehended 
the 

from <In entirely different <Ingle, which will be/subject-

matter cf the ~ollowing chapter. 



CllAPTER-4 

;(lC'IAL ~RATIFI{"AT'!(';-2 

P'- STRA1Iflf'A' rr,~ 

,:-':'lJ11,,~)f it,; c~'''l It,,'Y. any Bocie'y 

> • ., -.. 0 r .tifi,-J.tion -hat ranks people accord-

i.I!J , .p i i- e; a. ~! '.5ve tllU.s ~ar 100"0. lit the 

Ch k z.,,~ t'·"I.f~c>lt·o ,l ttt" r n on 

'he Jol!., "-1 "~n . :itrat.J.f, ~t ,on, 

, 

'b ptel. W[,uld {,.l:UB .;m t:-.e Btr .ti: i.- ;tio'- " t .. :)f the 

vi.Llag. on tle t iR e;f 7.'l.t <11,11 OoJ= division. Tb"Re li re 

80';ii',1 nO",,8 ar,:1 statuRelil in tb,- villa'Je th"t h,w" no 

Tho ~." 

v:lllaq(' ho~! " are l'i<!:,tifie' ,,-.~h two ail' or oJUOI'IR' 

l; _"inccar (, · .. e .ner ',1ft -~nR) Q-.tOlllIil 
, 

, The 

". t;,~ numb- r ~,~ distribution in each 

(' lO~. 

,. 



CHART NO. 9 

£ •. : 
'0 . - , 

'e • 
jn! iO.lal n 

.i.de!ll 

QuO:tl 11 I on ~ 

th!1:I cthn.cll, 

" 
NUM'lER , DlSTRlBUT :O~ OF HOOS£JfOt.DS 
Of' U\!HNDAR ANCl KNoIMI OtJi.'M~ 

~-'";;;o. c.T 
, ;""""".l"l('!'I'lld. 

l~~· :iar ., 

t".:> lr.!tll 1 d V1Sl~·' ·!..ll 'h ;x r;u-

IIi. conn·:>! II .i.0!!" The Zaminfar tlUOIII is 

ell ,vat,.,,;-s ·11, !lawn b,-·:>re, aId the kallDi 

at . s. to sep .. r .. te 

.. , _11 as )Ceu!> .. ' _onil.._ly, :l l15 sense. 

f .. ed by t.ha ,r ,,' tarically and traditionally prescribed 

occu)?at.on._ l' matters lit.tln .... h·'t.her they hclf! their 

t.e ld ._ o"al OC'-UI n '.on or n 1", We C.ln see the 1.lpatian'll 

variat 0-:1 f' 

IIlI! Ne ~IJ. ,. '·:~ll:~::r"'~ t;::J KA'!1-1' Hoo:- :UJl.OS 
1.: ;"'::)]~;r; TO TIWI!, TRJ\DITIOtML 1.::~ N()~

TRADITI' 'NAL (X'CUI'ATtI'I'iS 
- ~ 

: 7.11.1111 nd'lI 
k ;i 1: : k...:..;.; I - .. : On'J'P< : ')ua. 

'rota1 

., 
" " 

0 " 1 .. ; 11 " 
<>TAL ,2< 

I. " , , • " 
(10)\) In 

(6$1 

{l:"\l 

(l00\ 

J8 (52\) 

:29 (48\' 

i 
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AfteI" this initial division both QuOl'lS have been 

divide'. into sep ... rate Z(lts. At this point. formerlyexclu-

dec! (see page: 94 J. Paswal, Arain and Syeds are I.'Ilso placed 

in the Zat stratification (see Table-6). 

TABLE-6 

)1~TrnnUTION vF' ZATS BY 1I0tlSrHOLDS 

--, :Nu~r of Sr .• :tat 
:.lo:.!. ;houscholds -- • 
1. Go '" 147 

,. :-\usl<!.Ui " 
J. Moehi 21 

•• Jul .. ha 21 

,. Tarkhan U 

6. Nai , 
,. Dhoba 6 

8. Arain , 
,. Machi , 
H. Kumhar , 
U Taili 3 

". >har 2 

~ ~ .... i' 2 

" Sy' d , 

TWAL "" 



• ,1eqorization include. all tyP4'. of 

lats I.E'. ()C 'Ul-lt .~al. re1iq ... oJS and eth:li,-. '!.ost of 

t' IT t'ldit·~ ,11 Jc'upolIl.on!; but ~·:>n-lraditlon 

,-
,~,: :Lat 

, 
3. Tail 

•• ,. 
6. 
,. 
a. .. ""'" 
u. rui 
11. K<tchi 

12. f'<tswal 

1:· sytd 

14. ~lH 

'r.\IIL.E- -

nI:.TRlRU'tION OF HOIJSI!:H'lLOS BY 
Z, T ~D OCCUI'A'tlOO:; 

, 
, 
, 

, 

2 

, 

, 
2 , 
3 

2 

4 

• 
2 

2 

, 

n 
1 

• 
I 

5 , 

3 

1 

I 

, 
, 

1 , 

I 

" 

3 

I 

1 

U 

" 

" 

I 

I 

5 

3 

• 
" 

147 

5 

3 

" 11 

3 , 
6 

21 , 
, , , 

41 
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After this fundamental and basic inforntation about 

Zat we now discuss each Zat separately. To start with , we 

take the Gujjar Zat, because Gujjars comprise numerically 

the largest group of people in the village . ~lajOl"ity of 

them are doing cultivation Which is considered their tradi

tional occupation. 

4.2 TilE Gl'JJARS 

The Gujjars cl~iming their Quam as Zarnindar,are 

on the top of Zat hierarchy . They consider land cultivation 

as their traditional occupation and the noblest economic 

activity. 

Out of 147 Gujjar households, 96 are involved in 

agriculture. 17 of these fanning households own 95.7'/; of 

the total agricultural land of the village (see Chart-ill . 

This fact accounts for their claim as zamindar Ouom. The 

type of Gujjar farming households and the amount of their 

land ~s as follows:-

, 



CIIAR'I' NO.l1 

Oir . : 
No. : 

1 Gujjar. 

" 
GUJJAR FARMING HOUSEHOLDS, 1'IIE11l 

LAND AND TYPE OF LEASE 

, 
!Typ" of 

1 : Iloll$('-:Land : 
Qa~e : holds :owned(in : 

: acres} , 
'-

\"mdlol:"d-
Lu.-mers 

Farm'r:s 

Fanner-Tenants 

1"::1 mts 

B 1300.00 

41 317.5 

" 59.00 

19 00.00 

J:;an(\ 0I0lled /IS '/; of 
total culti vated 
land of the village 

74 . 2 

18.1 

3.4 

---_. 
TOTAL 96 1676.5 95 . 1 

'i'h' Guj r ~n fact, is an ethnic Zat. They 

const itut< .j part H thf' larger GlIjjar 9rouP spread all 

OVer Punjab. 'he ity of Gujrat. "'hich was est"blished in 

1580 A.D . , during the reign of tlugha l Emperor A)(bar , t akes 

its name from this ethnic group . The Gujjar s now occupy 

the centre of Gujrat district and Kha r ian Tehsil. The Gujja r s 

livinq in the village Chak Jani, are linked with thei r 

counter parts in this area through ' Vartan Bhanj1 ' 

!ceremonial gift- exchange) . 

. 11 the Gujjars trace their descent from 3 Hindu 

broth",.s n;!med H,.; .... :lO, Kundo and Khatana. The Gujja r s a r e 

,to elrv(·n sub-7.dt~ known as 'fI.~l ' (see 

.,,,1< fI"l traces its d('!'l~cnt from <I n('ar ancestor. 

, 
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•• 
, . 
6. 

TAllLO;:--' 

o '" ILJTI0N OF GUJ.JAR OUSEHOLDS 
BY IIJIL 

.,1 : Ntmlber of 
_~_l>o'1&e !2l! 

To) l' " " 
~h )., 

" 
• , •• 
::;;h;~n .. \ ' , 

L "-:.ore 11 

• " ilna , 
1" ''''''1 , 
, > ., 7 · ~, , 

10. I l! 'Y • 
1 eM_chi , 

1'7 

100 

ill "'ropolo~i' tPrtJ lin~. or c l an 

1d lip '<XnP)s. t t, If(,t, I n:fr ... in·<l f r om uSinq 

'" 0, , t ~(' /I. 

iakwn while _,t 111'111 hI is be b-v, to ha ve 

i!Xistei 1n .. lil£ u.t past lind ho nco" 1.$ n' .Dng tracea ble 

in the gen ~10 ill tr.e. Aa i. neither a lineAge nor 

a clan. alt )UJh It: is detinl ' , 1\ unilin. al l.~scent g r oup . 

W.,. die -: h lowe ell "ill 
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, .1 .. , " 

e K II ! :;'u'jara :1·liJI, th·.selv,R to I)I!' the 

dese. ndant. of :Ii t.e first .ot:.I(,:[" ~f t! := v, llage . All 

land of th· v' 1 ~I wal fo .. _rlv ::owned by thcrl. I\t present, 

t_~y 0><:1 74_~' of 1-.11- total land ~f the villa,-" c<XIprising 

the landlord-fan'ler group of the village. 

The n-~ Khat"n .. , accord l.n9 to the w-tmber. of th, 

1..1.1, is declvl ~ f""" Hindi wonl Kh,ttal' whle! to!lnds for 

11l' I - h1d('. ~~ 'H' n<l.";I·~ so, b'~C"Ul~ their Ilindu ancestor 

O1.ce Jl In <li m .• l h.d H"I W.'lS - 11"J '<h.lt.1n1-' 1.>\ his 

h rv the Hie 

l\ it r 

,. " ~u ,j'-

10 not lnt'''-lwrrv witl oth·'r Gujiars of the v)l':i.'Iqf". But they 

have !!Iarit,· inkS wi.th biq landed Cu- jars o! the area. There 

i.s o:)ly In· :llI(j!lp.e ¥herd a &hatanil Guj~ar oat .• daughter 

_rcied with ol non-Cujjar of J<h:)khar 1;1Ot Uvin9 tn a city. 

Dut tho _rriaqe was not approved by his other ~l Ill_ben:. 

The r.hatana wom~n take veil when they go out of the village . 

While in th<! v l::,age th£oy are raOBtly confined to the ir houses 

doing tl.eir houaet ,Jld work . 
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4.2.2 Non-Khat"n .. Gujjars 

According to a myth, the non-Khatana Gujjars came 

with l~hatana ' s ancestor .:lani, for the purpose of land cul-

tivation . Their status at that time was of a landless 

cultivator. Most of them got land either after the Land 

Reform Regulation of 1959 or bou~ht it from Khatan .. Gujjars. 

501:112 of them ,,-ere <Jiven land by Khatana' 5 forefathers. But 

47 out of their HR faIT.Iin'1 households still worr. as tenants 

on rhatan.a's land (see Tilble-9) . 

TABLE-9 

DISTRIBUTION 0' NON-KHATANA 
GUJJAR HOUSr:liOLDS n, .I\AL A. ... D 

TYPE OF "EASE 

Sr. : F;mn-: Farner , 
T~ants: A.1 , 

", .. , 
No. : m !Tenimts: 

l. Taly;m 10 n 4 Jl 

2. Od<ar S 4 1 U 
]. Khalifay 7 2 1 10 

4. """""0 S 1 ] , 
S. Godwooy 4 1 1 6 

6. Bafjay ] ] 

7. '''''''''y ] 1 2 6 
S. Oui.chi 1 1 ,. ",my 1 ] 4 

10 ,." 1 4 S 

~,'" <l 2B 19 " 



Thcs( Guj:Jars are distinquishable frao! Khatan4 

Gujjanl 0:::1 two ;'Ol~t'1 1) they do not intermarry with 

Khatan'" Gujjars al,d 2) they also pursue non-agncultural 

occupations as opposed to }(hatanil Gujjars. These Gujjars 

pr,-h-r to /ll.lrry wit:lin tht'-ir own ".0111 but they .I'l not 

lIlind lIl<'lrrvin" in. otlw'r non-Kh.\t.)n., <'uii.lr ~,'1s . Tl\(orr 

uf such lIlarrl1l.q,~8 .:lJllQnq th,·_,,· 1'101'1-

" :air _:IOClty of th('Be r.ujjars. is engaged 

J.n b.nd ellltlvat ,or,. OUt of th~lr ~8 fan::ing hOllseholda. 

6' ':'.:' .. -.L:.;.;::. '::.~ .,( L<,., loL .. l a9.icuitura~ land and 1'< 

householda an· t.e"lIntfi of Khatana ~u1jars (sf'e ""ble 9 

lind C ... rt :to, 11 : 

W1'.~l< .. ,11 th., Khatlln.) Cujjars .lre involved in 

agriculture, th'_' '1on-Khatana Gu1jars .)lsa purwe 1'101'1-

a':lricuitural oceup.)tions as .... ,!ll (sec Table N<;.lO). 

1 
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Afte~ these basic facts about Zat and hal 

division of non-Khatana Gujjars, we discuss belou eOtch 

Aa} briefly:-

". Talyan: 

Talyan dre named after their ancestral villaqe 

Talyan, near the vlliage Chak Jani. They are divided into 

two groups. tach group follows two different Khatana land-

lords and support their respective landlords in social and 

political Matters. 

b. Chokar 

The Chokars arc cailled so because their ancestors 

came from a village named Chokar . Their women do not take 

veil. The wom~n of faerner-tenants and tenants participate in 

agricultural work . The Chokar has Vartan Shanji relations 

with other non-K. }tana Gujjar. 

o. 

wmbor 's claim that their ancestors ( .. me from 

village Lamborf". There (Ire 11 households of L3mOO:.:-e in the 

village _ Th('~· hilve close relations with Chokars. They are 
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not treated equally by other Gujjars because once they 

got entangled with Talyan Gujjars due to some land dispute. 

They have 9'lim.,(1 s('me respect after one Lambore got a job 

in ':-he Police Oepal'l;rnent. 

d_ SecI' 

lr< not ele'lr about ';he nam. ,~ thei.r 

-'\at. They hay, £ v, hClsehol<!s in the VIllage, 4 "re tenants 

~ ", r"" 
L 

t.nm of I(h<lt.lnJ ~". jar;. 

One of tn_'.lr ancestors was '!>ir' nilm"d Barra. 

T\ey tilk .. tr.eir 1allle from that saint. They are close to 

another GuLar .1\.,,1, called Paknay. They claim thllt 

ancestors of both the Aals were brothers. 

Chaieh 

CI ai,- .lS ancestors also can,e from a viL"ge nlll!led 

'''1'.1 'WO Chilichi households in the village. 

'ioSI: of th·,. h.v. m_Jr'tcd to nciyhbolrinq vill",:!cs and are 

'Workin:!, t.,.er(O a~ t m,nts. One household owns 8 acres of 
• 

l .. nd wh.de the (>th~l" one 111 ofLlabolln'l" , They have closer 



107 

relations with their other A~l members in other villages 

than with tne Gujjars of this village. 

The remaLning four Gujjar Aa1s are different from 

other 6 11.515 I.n that, they carry the title '~liana.' This 

title stands for d religious teacher. These Gujjars have got 

their title from their ancestors who were thought to be 

religiOUS ;:>eople. For example, 'Hafjay' are called so because 

one of th~ir ancestors was 'Hafiz-i-Quran' (one who r~ows 

Quran by hCilrt) The ancestor of 'PakniJ.Y· was" '1'la1i-u-Al1ah' 

{friend of Got Kh~lifa~ Gujjars narrate an interesting 

story to account for the nalnP of' I:"'e;'" fI.e.l. '!'I'.c stor,,- nm;:; 

like this; their ancestors "ere custodian of a hair of 

the Holy Prophet Mohammad (Peace be U'Xln him). People used 

to see this hair on the day of Haj. They would give offrings 

to the custodians. lIence they are c<llled Kh<llifay (v i cegerent). 

The Godw~ys are named after their ancestor who was a saint 

and used to wear 'Guddri' (patched-cloth) . 

There are 43 liiana households, in the village. They 

have regular and permanent Vartan 8hanji relationship with each 

other . They usually consult each other on political and social 

affaiLs. 

It :c'ms l1<'rc th.Jt there is holrdly anr social mobility 

in this villa,!" .. >cial Jl1lbility, a change • In it I>crsons social 
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pln s"veTill 5oci .. l fil.clors, th,lt are 

beyond ",nyor:,e" ,{'r!lOn, ~ control. Particularly, 'he QUOlll 

and Zat are mostly ascribed positions. hence on' can hardly 

cross the t".unJary lines. The flexibility or dqidity of 

the stratification system can be visualized in the occupa

tional field, but certainly not in Quam or l.at division. 

The degree of Inequality in class divisions and even family 

positio. "ft, -t th~ dcqree of mObility that e)Cists in any 

~iven soci'lv_ f Zal and Quam can be considered as horizon-

till lin,', 0 'C"UII,tl' w,I .. be considpred as \'er~_e;J.l. In 

Ch,k anl. t·~ 

may be th " 

)CCU~ at ,_on< l. t 

is nc p~rcq]l ~bl(" 101 izontal /IlO\'ement, 

e'tic"l -I:::VC!lOnl in th~ edse of kalllllli 

~ ~ause 's will be seen l"t<:: the karomis 

,n X:up)l ,01,11' Qort> mobil, t.han r.. iiars. 13"-,, oiiscuss 

Jpltion;Jl .;Jts of rh.1k J.1n; lnd see th .. 

eJt:":Iler.ts of vert ieal and horizontal movelll<"nts in them. 

4.3 OCCUPATIONAL ZATS 

There are 10 occupational zats in the vi llaqe 

ehiming their membership in 120 hou!;eholds. Bu1' only 42 

households f>r(! engaged in their tr .. ditional occupations. 

They are as follow~: 
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DISTRIBUTION O~ HOUSPOELDS POLLO~ING 
TRADITIONAL OCCUPATIONS 

Occupations 

110chi 

Musalli 

Dhaba 

Tarkhilfl 

Kumh'.r 

Lohar 

'!achi 

~a_ 

TOTAl. 

: House
: holds 

14 

11 , 
, 
, , 
2 

2 

42 
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The remaining 7C households are engaged in non-

traditional occupations (see Table-7). 

Th~se occupational Zats have tradition~l sey~e 

relations with the villagers, but the nature of their seype 

ro'!ati<:>11 is ,-\J;II'jill'J ",t)'" the}' also worl; for (",lsh and scypc 

n-lations ~'" I,. ''''I cQl\IIIcrcitlii.w.1 gradu.:dly. fill the 

Qccupaejon",) ,<It are 'ndoqamou!. Some Zat"l lit Hoehi, 

T"rkhan, :~.1l t.e. do differentiate bet"'cen their occupational 

and 'real" i';.lt, hut tlH"Y il-ce nOOllally called by their 

occupational '1- t. It is very rare 



_.tur at ~a llli:l. kaJlllli Zal'llndu, but 

t'oir at Hu: aa '7r!.~:ult·Jri$tG ~:' co. :lqnised tatitly. We 

now dl'scritu below cach occupati.onal Zat separately . 

•• !Io -hi: _ 'bbl~c) 

Be'~OUS4 ,t ",. nature ,f t; oir ,:)Ccupat lOr., Hochis 

" 
0' • :mslder , leal people. • .'N times tl:'~\ He i.denti· 

• , , •. , ~i- ide w, . ~ which 'h , 'k' ·,ho "'" thpy 

rw.k d hi, ' .... an -'.laha, T ,1 'od '1usa 11 ""'" 
, , , .i. II 

11 , 1 he y la' 

Thl ·· ;;;:,iH sp i" into tWl. ~I -'plover I marriage 

di-"ute. Om 'r ~~ -al- ipd unde .. t~e eh,.-ftainr.hip of a 

two SC'I5 arc at! >ad an~ who 15 considered 

prulllU interp ,C-.l. ,;,' floc-hi lind "'s "roup to:l their "real" 

NOW bot these gCOc.1~S '"x.,r"S5 t~· r alleqi-

.nce te,!WO ~p"ll' Kh't.lIna landlord" lind do not interact 

with o;.e al.:: her 

•• :~".,. 1: 

~hlSj,11 lIi(,re nU'!M!rou", than any 'Jt"lI~r occupa-

t-1. a) ~l i: t 

Jt ou~ Ii. househol;:!. I Jrlue their tcraditcional 
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occupation. ~hc 'iCl~illlls are r"nked the lowest In the 

Zat stral; ficat In. Sometime. the ",--ora Musalli i used to 

eX"ress hate <lnd fllth. 

c. Dhoba (I,ashennan) 

Four Dhaba households practice their traditional 

occupation in the village and the r~~aining t'"'U have opened 

a tailo.!n9 shoo in the city. These b,:o households no .... 

demand cash if they work for the viLUgers. 

d. 

Out of 11 Tarkhan households 8 are agricultlJrists. 

T! ~y own 49 ,eres of land Which they cultivate themselves. 

These agrl_culturi~ t T<lrkhans tell their Zat as Huqhal. But 

tht'yan gencrdll , called Tarkhan. They are ranked higher 

than their landless ~ount(>rparts. 

e. Kumbar (potter) 

KUMars are no more 90tters but are still called so. 

Two ~umhar households have seype relations with agricultu

rists. They carry grain to· the houses from the fields of the 

agriculturists and are paid in kind. One membcor of the 

Kumhar Zat is serving abroad. 



" lnly two Lohar hOUM!holds in the 

vi1:";lC. !tu Lo!lar 'rorks in the villa"e willIe the other 

, ...... s shU.Q(I " .• _ithy to the tow! -..ering' ".1 ..eype 

relatl:;)ns.; :\c {me Lahar working: in ~he village i. '-c r y 

lK)u'jht- .. {t. r be!:ause he is the onJ~' one to llaintain 

a9rl'~ltuld i,mpl,"lDOnts. Ite 19 ,",aidia.:lvily by the 

age i eul t '~:'"i.t._ 

, . 

own 7.~' :: '(>, OF 1 ,nd. Thee,. arc £':lCI1··til""S ~r!"3f;tically 

calle,) 1-.al1'llli famindars. These ~,ah chim their 'real' Z.t 

t.- be "'hat':i !lilt the, ;lU. called lIai by the 'C, llilge people. 

Ot'e] Nail! 0 n,~t differentiate bctWC',.." th.-ir "at and 

::t. 

·1.'C',~S Ilr. :raditionally wood-cutters lint'! wate r 

clIrr,',ers,:)f the vlllag:(!. Their r.lnale. called ' ~lIchan ' bake 

c]1.appatt'. 1n th, oven for the villaqer •. At p-.sent only 

two M'ichis are en9i1\1ed l-" their traditional occupat ion. Thr ee 

M.1Ichis own ton'J.1Is And ply between the villaqe And town. 
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III the ,e occupational Zats or some members of 

them arc [Jursu-,-H' their traditional occupations. Those ... ho 

do not practie. t.il"ir traditional occupations ilee never-

the less called hy their occilpation<"li Zats. Though some 

of them do differentiate bet"" .. en their real .. nd occupational 

Zals, yet they an identified by their occupational Zats in 

the village Zat stratification system. There a.re only two 

occupational Zats who are not practicing their traditional 

occupations. rhey are as f0110W5:-

•• Julah'l (;.Ieaver) 

t;one of the 21 Julaha households practices its 

lead tiona! occup.~ti.on. Some Julahas differenti"te between 

their occupatk'n, 1 dnt: ~real" Zats. They call themselves 

<IS 'Raja" Janjua'. but are called Julah .. s by the villagers. 

Some Julahas who have served abroad,even talked against 

the Zat identifici'_tions. They "'ish to be identified in terms 

of their ,:,canomie status ri.lther thon in terms of Zat. 

b. Taililoil oresserl 

All th, ~ili households are engaged in non-

traditional occupations. 2 households work as 'Lavas' and 

one is llII<Uil lIasj d. They all are called by their occupational 
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Zat. Tailis do n(t differentiate between their Zat and 

occupation. Some' .me!'; they are degraded by makin'] reference 

to a common s,," .n'J, c.)l.li is no one's i"riend. ft 

tt hOi' :>e~:l apparent from the above description 

of Kammi Zats that the trend of vertical movement in these 

lilts is well oh",,);"vablc. On'" explanation of this vertical 

movement may be 'cund ~n the fact that Karnmi Zats and 

their occupations are considered inferior to that of Gujjars 

and their occupations. nut the vertical movenent does not 

entail horizontal movement of the population. ~ence the 

achieved statu, docs not have any visible effect on th~ 

ascribed status. Thus. p<>opie with different ilctieved 

status' 6 are groupF'd together on the basis of th. ir ascribed 

status in the village Zat stratification. 

All these occupational Zat~ termed as "ammi Quom.· 

are consider.::: ir.! "rior to Gujjars but like the Hindu caste 

sys~em, there lS 10 idea of pollUlion associated with any 

Zat. PeoOlle belonging to different :'oats interact freely 

with each oth",r. )ut zat identification always remains at 

conscious level. The endogamous character of the zats re

inforces zat identification. In social interactions, 

references are often made to one's zat. 

After the analysis of these zats, we discuss 

below the remaining three zats which are not identified by 

• 
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the villag, -. in t.,rJ:I.$ of Quem or occupation. 

4 4 Syed Religious uti 

There are two 5yed households ~n the village 

who claim tt.e.selves to be the descendants of Ill!.<!rat PlItim.J, 

dauqhter of Holy Prophet Moh.amrrwd (Peaco be Uf>O" ht.). The 

Syeds are atricl ~y endogamous tat. They consIder theaselves 

superior to al ether ZlItl but in actu"l practice the 

Gujjars of ~hatln4 Aal are ~ore respected than Syeds. However, 

:;yeclL are C)nl QC> ed superior to all oth,~r Z.lto 

,. 

k H: 3 are c · ~led ':otohajir 

they lIIiqT",ted . ros Ino!ia at the time of partil,on of Inida. 

'I'h~'Y (:,,11 the.' Zal as 'Arain' but are nonaally known as 

'Muhajirs . ' 'r'>.ey are not included in villllqe :at stratifi-

cation syste- ~c~use of their recent arrival and peripheral 

econcaic pOljition. 

" 
1 

Th( n 'use~~l. ·)f P ,5101.11& are self-cJltivators. 

'I'hey own 18 acres Jf land. Though they claia t"'.eir :zat to be 

'Pas ... al '. th. v L '''i<:,rs do not believe thee. ~'ost people 



o~inc that ttl v belong t'l k_ '''0lIl, bIt h.::.vc e':lal.qM 

nd in thia :11 h).., and Z'1t Bf t Cy XIU~ht 

Be' t led h· ~. - ",ever, t ley I" .. 

•• vi' ~cr . 
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W--' '~ve l'"eveilled in this part l[ t,e t ',elUB , 

vlIrious ape '!; of soci.1 strat~f_c"tiol in t'le village. 

rle pattel' )j soci.}l stratification is expressed at a 

~~ti-dime~.io at level tnrollgh occupation a~ Zat. ~.e 

different ~"'ve 8 of at ["at.flcation are lot '!Xist .09 HI 

1801al:in" nO" 1,,<'1":-'''i"!l(''t'; +; -:-f C3<"!'. othcr.Ccnt •. :n.-!. .. .:.,;;t. tl;ey 

oVE'rhp and affect each other)ut the c"nditionll of tMir 

eXis!:mc-e --ko t"(·"t\ Hstinct Illd {,rol;; ncad . - the 

followin9' chapter att<:~t will be ,,,,de to analyse the 

da!..l pI _~ :'Ited in t.:I plecedir:!) '~apters llnd show the 

<.l~- !l:.. C )f ;lcial at ~1 ificaticn n a Paki.tal _ village • 

• 
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C IlIPTER-V 

ANALYSIS 

The data presented in the preceding ch"pteI"s, 

gives the fundam('ltal elements of SOCial orqaniz,1tion of 

the villa'Je Chak ,l,mi. The structul-di differcnti.,tion of 

the populac-, rev'-Jls a nulti-dimensional stratificational 

paltern. lThis stratific<ltional ?attcrn is permeated 

through with t·. hs,::inct types of rclations; I) relations 

of eeonomi iCh nl fieation in terms of occupational position 

al:d 2) r, 1;,\ Ion f SOC i.al identification in tenas of Zat 

T~'s( t-.co typ __ of relations express th('"1selves 

at ·Jiffercnt ley"ls of socio-eecnQl;lic life of th, communi ty. 

But these relatl" lS are not toxistin':l totally separate o r 

parallel., Contr, ri .... ·isc. they <lre inteICrel<lted and are over-

lappinq. Sometimes they appear parallel and sometimes forminq 

<l network. There .Jr!' illways I:IOlne elements of distinction which 

differentiate one typ' of relations from that of other. Here 

we analyse the m<lnifestation of these relations in the socio-

economic life of the vll~age synchronically. 

Th," re.L,tio,.-.s of irlentification to an extent. aI"e 

in t 1 uecned by n' I_a t ions ~f dependency, Hhich tak(' shape ampnq 

I I 



people with reference to land. As we have noted before 

Isee Chaptp.r-l) , til! landlord-farMers own 14.2\ of the 

total lar:1. The" have given 22\ of their land to tenants and 

2'.4\ to "acmel 

hoJ~~holds. 

'" Hence 4 5. ')\ of th~ total farminl} 

~Itly or tot ;Illy, 1eryendent on 8 house-

"his dependency is expressed in terms 

of "laC a 'econe _: im qua l ity between these strata and in 

teIlDs of deeisi, '-rna) inq process at pOlitical level. 

• The u,dlords are the /IlOst active '~olitical elenent 

1n the villal}". "h"~re is no ~1'1lIanent and reglllar unit oj 

any politic"l par";y i.n the vilIaqe. tilor are tJ-,~se landlords 

su),),eet to 'he d_.winline of a particular pol tical party 

P:>litical decisions are re<lche-j at on the eve of elections 

and p,)lit;i, 1 ("';' ti(' arc d('cl.lr('d aft(>r t.lkinOJ into 

aC:C:;lUnt a host o~ so 10-'.'ConO<'1 C ill j kinship r f,'rences. 

115 n)t~:i before (see Chi'>ter- 1) the pattern of 

political al ian" Iur ,ng 1~77 General Elections. was very 

mu"'h influe 'n i by k)sh1p ti,!s, ('r,>rc:::~"!d through ~at 

aSl,;)Clation aond by overall ?olitic:al development. Both groups 

of landloras BU~90rte' two rival candidates on the basis of 

their r .. latlonl hip wit:h the relevant candidatrs_ But the 

landlords who id"d W ,th PPP, also took into consideration 

the fact that PPP was apparently ~ore ~opular than PNA. So. 

they supported ~ candidate of th~ir own ctwice who ... as alBo 

closely-related to them. 
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~his pattern of alignment reveals interesting 

ilspe"ts of ?<lilt] -al activity of big landed str"tID of the 

vill.l;C. Th· ?oIitica! alignment am'! kinship S'-l"ucture are 

inter-related in such a wa~' that to understand one, we 

need to understand the other. The political develooment 

at one level, is wcakeninq and reinforcing the kl.nsnip 

ties simultaneously. Yet at another level, it LS qivl.n9 

rl.se to rift among the power group of the village. 

This rift is e>qlressed through Inad,!"!uate 

socIal interaction among the landlords durin1 the peak 

days Of political struggle. aut •• ,oith the pass>lqe of these 

heC'tic cays. hesJ tant interaction r-e?iaces erst .... hile rift 

<lnd sense of nnily is restored by the bond of COItl"lOn Adl. 

The political rivalary among the landlords spread 

to the )cople ...-hL ar' directly <lnd in1.irectly. dependent 

on them by econOl i,- ties. In this respect. th' tenants 

are more expos~d to landlord's influence than farmer

tenants "00 agricultural labourers. Because the farmer

tenants own some amount of land which gives th~~ a sense 

of independence (P'73 l. In the s~e manner. agricultural 

labouers, in the case of Lovas. are more mobile and feel 

the economic dependency on occa::;ions. In the case of 

artisans, they <,ossess a skill and are commercializing 

I 
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thel-r occu!>at:~)n(Pr:"'l( ·J.Renee lessening thp. extent 

of i~:>e·-,dencv. ~ut tho-' tenants are wholly de?enflent on 

li.'ld.,.ora s. 

The :!'fl !'.ts are tied with lan(lorils b' two tyoes 

Of rclat ~I!I' lations of pure ceo: ornic dependency and 

21 rcLltionl of sO'ia] sec-uri:v. ryirw't social interaction 

~t' '_'r II lnd tenants 'In 'r 'fly soc.! -; occasions 

"'IC~ as. mal a::;', I!~; t _, birth, illness etc. ~Id f1n .. nci<>1 

,0 , C 'lJ t, 

, ]1 h< ,-
" 

" n ~re< te • 

,", part of 'n !nt 

nre lIi.'1ni.festat ',0- ~ of rclat ions of 

Iw close !: .,,~. ,tlon b' .. " ·'n the two 

on .. ucti<>n on lane' own,,d by hmdlords, 

,f :(-'nnrl t, ',...., ... nc!· 'n • ".hich '0 

'0 , , .,n lae.~ ,f ,-,,} f-ex,?" sien 00 

But we should not consider the relations ot 

dependencvas rnnplete. No doubt. naiority of the tenants 

sut>ported ppp ~nd were in league wit), their re5~ctive 

landlords. Th SO<Detines also e><ore<;;s th .. ir dislike for 

t!e land'ord-l ,y 1I .. 1n'1 one li·nd <'r,l '~r anot"'r. 'lany 

t· I'.~nt_s 'I' 1ar !lc~ is sup .. ortin':l PtlA, ....ere silent 5u,,!'OrteTs 

of PPP. The s:.;; -:; ,-ted flPP in the hor"" of get- :-"'9 S()f:Ie econ-

t ,)1 <llty. !\ut th-

il,'·,>de;; any COl."" nolitical cX·'Tession 

- n t.~ !'OJT' of t<.'-'~l· 
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Th. tendnts, fa.rmer-tenants and agricultural 

labourers an' mol'£! or less in an identical socia-economic 

political s u",tlQn n this resped . It(l can observe here 

some rf·lev<rIce ,r d -tributive thNlry of atra' fieat ian. 

Be~ause th 1II000C f a"!{luiring Income of thes( strat a is 

a(ln or 1(·~8 t.,e S ilL 'l'h('y "re ti.ed "itll the landlord s 

by variau, :x: 0 f) 'Q"t'I!\i' links_ F;'pecially, tl "9ricuI -

tl:ral l"bourers having seype relat ions, can be iden tif i ed by 

applying the distributive theor y to the full. But t hese stra ta 

differ fr~ each other wi th respect to the ex t ent o f thei r 

dependency On landlords _ lIowever . t he ex t en t of socia l 

interaction among these stra t a is {<l i rly e x tensive . But 

this interac t ion is socetir.les hindererl by t he socia l iden

tification perceived th~ough t he Zat of t he pe~sons i nvolved 

in the iJ~~action. {Majority of tha t£'nants <lnd faI1lle~

tf>nants a~e ... o,.jjars 'OInd the agricultu~al labou~ers be l ong 

to kammi Quom except for th~ec households. Thus the Gu jjar 

tenants and [arme~-tenants corne close~ as opposed t o no n 

Gujjar ten;lnts and <lgricul t ural labou~ers . Again t he aq ri

cultu~<ll l<lbou~',~s split into var Ious endogamous occupa ti ona l 

Zats occupying distinguishable posi t ion in Za t str atification. 

At this junctu~e . the homogene i ty of the a gricu l

tu~al labou~ers . brought about by the appl ica t ion o f the 

dist~ibu t ive theo~y. turns in t o za t hete~ogeneity. Silllila la ~ly 

t he beha viou r al patter n of f armer -tenant s is distingu ishable 
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from tenants in that the former owns land. But nearly 

82.5' of the land cultivated by farmer-tenants is owned 

by landlonls (see table No2l. The presence of these two 

contradictory characteristics in this stratum is expressed 

vividly in various social situations. 

'On the am hand, they are de.,endent On the 

l.lndlords and On the other. they have to handle the unruly 

Pat~ari, bear the burden of water-charges, fertilizers and 

manage tL't!ely irrigation of their fields. Such p["oble!1\s are 

very common among farmers and fa~er-tenants. Both these 

f;lrat" btl"'" Lv f ...... '" ";1 .... ;11 1'1u;'I"",,. [rum tim .. to time. This 

situation brings them together as opposed to landlords and 

tenants. Landlords solve these problems by virtue of their 

superior economic position and tenants in turn,get these 

probl~s solved by the help of their landlords. , 

The farmers are more conscious of this situation 

and strive to counter-balance the influecne of landlords. 

Though they own only 22.4\ of the total land (see, Table No.2), 

yet their status as independent self-cultivators put them in 

a hori2ontal poSition with respect to landlords in Zat 

con"ideration. However, they are in a vertical position to 

landlords with reS?cct to the amount of land owned and occu-

pation. Thus their strivings are directed to achieve the 

. 



influence and t"l"spect accorded to landlords. 

I'h~ ~~9tion arises here .5 ~n we rightfully 

labl< cr.e landh.:.:l JTQUP 01 having cCltrol of :>ower and 

lOCi lth and e< uat ":hem .. :ith what ,;.ad 'Ieln: hbel ,ed as 

~, .s~E" md 'he "est i.,,_ . the fanDel.'"-tenants and 
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tenants B prole- ar at? The lns...-er ... ill be an obvious no. 

The conflict thClCY of stratification (see pp:l1_1~). 

developed by ~nrl Mdrx, which contends that theTe are 

basically two co- fHetin", classes, the bourgeoisie who 

controls power and wealth, and the ?roletariat or workin9 men. 

In this vilIlIg", What .... 'e have found does not neqate Karl 

narx'il conlifct theory involvinq two classes, hut demonst 

rate the presence 'f multidilDensional system wlere the 

Zamindar landlord ~rou~ are not always antagonistic to the 

so-calloo >ro I ~arial i.e. non-land owning grou:,s. There are 

labourers such as ~hose who work in factories. cities. 

towns and ~'Ii::!'1lG E; 51. who Can claim high 5~a~US in ~he 

society - as c n tl~ whi~e collar em~lovees 

bein" landlords. 

wi~hout 

Actually social class in ~his villaqe is not 

always de~ermined by one ' s relationship ~o ~he means of 

production as Karl :~arx has suggested. !Jere, those who own 

land and industrv do not hold total control or have complete 

power over those who are ~erely e~ployed . In this system. 



the maze Jf strltif~c tion is lI'ucL more ccrrlplex than it 

is ~enera,ly 1eemed of in a uni-dimensional analysis. 
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In this village the farmers try to carve a 60cial 

position for themselves amo09 the kammis whenever opportunity 

arises. They gave political Bupport to landlords but in 

local ~tters they sometimes op~ose them (see Chapter-l). 

Inspite of such mild )p~sition the farmers try to iJr itate 

the landlords in their SOCial life. "Iajority of the "'OlDen 

from farm~r's ~ouseholds do not take part in aqricultural 

wor;'; like l=dlord8' w')IIIen who als(, abstain from such acti

vil:ie5. Bul lnt,-,r, ,tinqly. the women of kammi r".rmers do take 

p' ··t in !qri .... , l;~.· 1n this ""'Y the ';u;1u- fa.-....-·rs differen

tiO!te thema' lv. ~ ~rOltl kamoi farl!leICs i1nd ;wople of relatively 

_ Jw-economj _ t tus, 

(;hUS tt e farll'lCrs from the k,u'IIIj QUOIOI ,'Ire socially 

distinguishable frolll. the farmers of Gujjar Zat. In the same 

mannelC, the k~i land-ownelCs aftelC acquilCing land, feel 

themselves on a hihgelC lCung in social hielCalCchy than theilC 

landless cOl.'ntclCpalCts in the village, But thev alCe still 

W'aitinq folC full social lCecognition of theilC neW' economic 

status. ~ost of the kammi land-ownelCs, being conscious of 

their changed occup"tional position, differentiate themselves 

[lCom theilC '" t-f ... l.lows. SOII1C of them even clam their Zat 

different from tI.! previous one Ise'~ Chapter-of). Hence one 



'an r :;!:-l, .,lam t ~t he vi.lla']c has a(,,~Ui:: ly an :ldeal 

Jpn C,l.alll sy~._ t.houqh not pertect, it i __ systea in 

'es ~! 'lObi'ity at _ellst par:ly.dep'Jnds u~n 

person'll m .. r /11:1 arnt..ition. one can here 'lei Oll of hie: 

. 0:'1< JC '~Jat n and or :tal )r • :lIII-d : ccted protessios • 

bt O llie a _I il eJ WlJrJaaar. or eve" 0 t, f"r ... .!Iy countries 

like Middle E' 81 J enhance his social DOSltic 

.. ill have to n,melllber that change9 in econOlllic 
"'" -,

status not 

al.ways or nee Ssal ly. brinq changes in soc.!. •• status, 

particularly at t.1e :olt or Quo. .ave.l . 

. , . tradi 

tl'">nal ao-ial organi:ution am ,attf:'rn ot intra'lInd inter-tat 

relet ~ -, For x; "'"l)' 

IMrr1",e disrU1e ~ee Cha?-4). 1\:.,.. IxIth thl!'<' .,roups fOl1ov 

two tif·'·:~:_t lalHord! and do not 1n:=oct with 'ne another. 

T .I.S pl1e -,- ~~t chan el In eeona.ie status 

to ~; al~vs ~lin' bout chanq8 n the soci~l status sUQul-

t1''I'Ie:R .• ly. Th I.a= i zats after 'letting rich often associate 

tWlllSQlVC:i .. ::.th lal..tlords in c.:.l'lr to expr<lSS confidently 

t,eir ne .. social ?cltior_. But they ar. not sti' 1 able to 

e=-:: ,bl_ !l t!.l!ir E;-.,ara::e identity independ .. nt of previous 

hierarchical arranqelD<:mt. ) 



I~. )bserve here the relcvenc!! of colI. "tive point 

of view of <,h., IIIC1l1bers of a society for the detf'rlllination 

of an indiviiu. 's social position in the st.atification 

systell.. No dou':lt. :oolcy ' s hf':"Ot'es _s of "individual 

?Oint of YJ.ev~ evcals BO~ allpe(·ts of stratihcation as can 

be se.n fn: .... -he pro":ess of ,h.,rlqe.n the e"O,~ic and SOCial 

statuses f 8C1r11e kiHI1IIIis. Thl' vertical IIOvCllI(!nt of an 

l:,di·:id, ~l t. al ell:- ~:ct. paves - ~c lola} for horiz<Jntal IDOve-

Ill< r.t 'jn r t str tificaUQfI and he 1'1 'w ecO" OI!I~ I>t,lhla suc~ 

•• t It of ,a= i ;11 culturist., pro-'ides fL l::~rlnq chances 

f'-;.. the .c "9" t 1'1 of ind.vldual's ~int of view. Bu t the 

individual' oS point )f view is OftC'l suoer&ed'~d L)' the collec· 

tive point ::' view )f the !'Umbers of be vilIs. e .. ociety. 

cb<!lnges. the tradl-

tion41 soci41 relations aro <jlvinQ way to new rel"tion&. But 

the em~rgcnce of new relations is tinged with s~ elements 

of old relatio s. These soc:ial· ... lations lII,lnlfest themselves 

at um differel t levels_ They II"'nnbin socilll ~il1bcll_. 

iisturhed by the rll~id upward oobill~y of a sect on of a. Z,lt 

gr,)up pr.vio~" at -;ar with ~ it! r'l,lin o,lrt. Co the other hand. 

the pattern Jf chllng, manilest;a: tself in the fora of outwlIrd 

IB'JbiIity of )e'Ple <01' i.nstance, one e>f two Lohrtrs, has 

sh~f:. 1:1 his II: "-I J thJ e.;;;: at to"m .. Two mobilis ,lre working 

HI ilnot 1f!r ( v 

their tra ... _ on 

These. peOple arc pursuing 

occ~pltio.'8 t; ,1 .. c totally ~ifferent socio-

eCOTlOlllic XIllJ1t1ona. 'l'h~lr behavi.oural pattern c",rries the 
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marks )f their n~"., tole as purely IIIOney-orlentad ..... "hil. 

the y llaqe, ~y viII work [or cash rat~~ r than for 

kinda. TIe:! at n)W more ind<tpend ... nt of Bocio-economic 

pressur of tt ~ viJla9~ than -he ktlMl'llis in ... olv.~ in tradi

- ional ~~1"( re'.,lal -""s , 

..... .II (; iI.; ginS! pattern 041 lJOCial relations is _ote 

pronoul\~ed .n -"'Ie c ,ae of people serving abroad or in their 

0'...,., COUl'Il:.,..- , ~.e stral" at" the nroduct of ~nt.eqn.tion 

of vlll~e "'itl ow dec society Tm-'r are .are f'>tPOlJed to 

urban flucnee than their village-f.·1lowa. This exposit.ion 

~::: urt.'\;; 11::., haa e"i .. "d Ll,o;;;u d::>IHcdlOion,,1 level. !:Iuch highe r 

and th.y f,!II,'l IKIr_ btrongly tho., rur"l-urban cl,tr".t than other 

vd la')8-fol\<; ,0. 

Especially lhl people 5ervinq 1n thelr own country. 

an! r :,ccd vitb t'!e proble. of inte"lr tion w'th tile urban 

.acietv. In th • process of intf'tWrat_ m. they are to SOllIe 

~xt. nt. al.cn,1tf'd f':JIII ·:heir 0\0'11 .ocial backqround . Thl.<ir 

uau.11 adaptiv. IDee hanism is .octal isolation. Rec-ause -o.t 

f t ~ are on <" .eric .. l jobs and are constantly dest ... bilil!ed 

:>y tIe shocks of 1110 ey-orl-ented Qconortly. They sre mor e 

')f\cerned about tbeir survival, depend-_,nt upon the la r ger 

soci..,ty. than ".,lr aceial podt_on in the vilt...'Je. 

-
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In a sense, all these above-~ntioned strata 

can be said to be put in a -market situation- as Weber 

would hav. us believed. But the cirCulIIstanCl:.1i of cOI!Ipetition 

are different from that of an industrialized society. Here, 

inspite of be.lnq put in an identical competitive situation 

and constituting imlOrtant trata in the villaqe , these people 

fo~ separate qCOlpS on the basis of theirQuom and or Zat. 

Por ,~xampl- some ~~ber of Julah ?ats serving abroad, 

talk against t1e pr(!vailinq village Zat system (see Chapt. r - 4) 

'I'hcse k<lI'\:1\i and the Gujjars serving Ibroad. are in One class 

situ;J.tion [rOlll the angle of competition with respect to 

prOperty. Dut t.he village Zat stratification spllt them 

and the social status substitutes the economic status. 

lIowever, the people serving ilbroad are !!'lOre stable 

and challenging frO$ the peo~le serving in their own country. 

Their houses 10 not lack in modern household applicances. 

They ~re envied by everyone in the village. The ~cople 

abr' ad from kammi Quoro. seek to be identified in economic 

terms r.ltner tJ an in terfllS of their Zat. 

from this short analysis. we can infer that 

rural social org' nisation is based on relations of identi

fication in t~rM of economic activity on the one hand and 

in ten::as of Z"t on the other. These relations exist parallel 
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to each Oti ~' _ "",,11 as overl.1T' ·~ach other, when they 

manifest tlCl'lo olver pac<lliel to each lthcr there arises "

sitUation)f str~ss in the village. From a functionalistic 

point of vi" .... , \ole can say that the situation of stress is 

the result of disturbance in the functioning of structural 

differentiation of the society. But the situation of stress 

is overcome by the working of overlap~ing manifestation of 

the relations of identification. At this point chanqes become 

perceptible in the traditional arrange~nt of different strata 

of population "no dysfunctionality manifests itself at another 

and new functional level. 

-



CHAPTER-6 

SU":U Y MID CONCLUSION 

, 
?h~ present research was conducted in a Punjabi 

village in District C;ujrat. (This research t.'as <limed at invest

igating the rural social stratification. The term strati

fication was used in a sim~ler way meaning as the grouping 

of people together on the basis of one or more than one common 

characteristics. 

The main hypotheses to be exanined in this study 

weee that; 

1.. The "atte." of social stratifici'lU,," in 

rural Punjab is ",ul, i-dimension"l. 

ii. That it is m<lnifested at different levels 

of socia-economic lif. and; 

iii. That ilS multi-dimensionality is character

ize" by a nUlllbp.r of determinants. 

lrevif'loal <1iff'erent theories of st!:"atification "'or the purnose 

of finding relevant criteria to rank the village populace into 

strata. The Un i-dimensional theories of stratification did 

not prove very helpful for the present study, becasue these 

theories are culture-bound and perceive the phenomenon one 

sidedly. ,",hey "~re helpful only in comprehending one or the 
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other asp··ct. )1 a, ~ 't.ific:ltion in rur<ll Punjat,. },unca 

1....::;, ted in f)]~';;;' :' .... .at i. 10.-: Y. I flursu.ed .u1t1-

dimc'1lsionolll or ~lt: -factor approach to study tI (I pattern 

"f stcatiri •• tion 1n rural area 0' Punjab. 

'1"1(> r ',t -diJllens "ona!. "'pproacl> prov€" Vf'r'1 

"t! se .. ect ion of 

l"e "v.ln1 - ~ctOl"S )1 tle stuq' ot .lrati.rlcatio~ was done 

.. th con'.~:t cf th villag.,. Flc!. factors a. tats. land-

,')] ~ill ." 

ati"n ) c 

_.cat h.: 

nt (, rural 

, 

fae weco r, Vl'nt f. r the pres(>nt study 

.in to.o S('n!f;! t !I "no 1.""::' lan! I st :1.110: is an Ill;riculturlll 

lne wit.h BI1ff.. ('nt o':Mlpational lH·ersit~·_ .. hI Zlilt factor 

was aho tal,v<'lnt bft:ause of trn historiclll roots of Zat 

system in th~ PI,mjabi vill"iles. I avoid>:>d usin,:! the tenol caste 

because of cartain Variation •• which I found bet~en the 

'!u!llilll 'Zat and t:hc Hlndu CI\Bte systf'!ll. 

" 
Wit.h tel:\e'.p of e·,n.e fs~·t.)r8 I studietl tohe 

t ~t c.:'o 

I eVxtei th 

t-· ,f il 1'>ge Ct\;!;k I"ni in _~stE"ict Gujrat. 

i!.sl ri('~ ec 1l.8 of th~ fact t:l-oat no study 

on 'r"!tlfj, ~!.:m 1 tll :listri,:t I ~s '>cen conducted 80 far. 

iI~hir "";II<J 

,'-3t )n r t h- d t ct of '::ahiw;]l lnd "'"isalabad resp@ct i ve ly . 
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50 1 • .lnl cd :l I~ ldy the sarne phenOlDenon in anothet: area 

of PWljal> wI h ~'a9 district Gujr,,'" 

)istr t ~ujrat is ORe)f the illlportanl districts 

of Punjab botl fr,. ecanOlllic and social vieVPO tB . The 

cconOlllY of di.trict is agriculture-based. I\nriculture i. 

the major oecupat_o'lal activity of the district IlOJlulation. 

espec -'<llly ,n rur",) areas. Dut industricos arc also beillg 

~5tabli8lK!d in the ':listrict. The industrial products such 

as fan" &! ~.II. crockery. eart!)cnware etc. are xnorted to 

otheT ,omt:.ric Thus tho district ~s well int'Qrated 

is 51so vel -_loked wIth -:tv-r chst-

ricts of UII ab ~v r·tads and ra lways. The v 1 aqes I ,d 

towns 11 th., d trict are aIr-a . .nterlinJced wit each other 

by a numher of ~ 'aIled ',ndm·.t1l11ad roads 

Th .. ;.opuilition corn~ition of the district i. 

characterized by a number of different ethnic qr~u9s" The 

Gujjars .nd Jata are the moat numerous of th~. The main 

occupation is agriculture but people are also aerv·ill} in 

the armed f"'n"eu and abroad, IoIOrl<1n9 in factories and on 

Cleric .. " OJ •• 
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~~e v',la<es )f the districts reflect all or 

S01lf chllracl, "t 1" of diEtril't. at It lI'Iicl'(>-level. .1"'11-

c'll11y Ch<lk ']'''11 16 a typical village )f thil 'triet. 

This [/wt <'lIse ~'.II;tiflcd my select"C'n ", this village for 

the purpose of 'l:r~se"t ,"e;;,~;!rc!l. 

C' ~k '.,,:. i. an ~'9rln.lltur,J,1 vilhqe al:l <lqrt

cultur. 18 n. -~lor ocruoatlonal l!.""livitr .)1 tnt: lnajaritv 

'J' P<'0i>1 ,~. This . act speak. for . he lO.lIIilar _ t!' betwec,n 

villaq; ",,1< J~ni "nJ :·str:.ct r.u··-i'lt. ~'hQ villa<Je very much 

r,-IlC:l1bl." to at!::· v1'la<)08 in tl.c :Hstrict ..... ·h r",speel to 

h)U1ir1 aIr ~I " ':>oL drcas, Ul x:cu. ation. The social 

rf t . r. . t • .e aqricuJ.turbtr ilnd the 1t&JNI\1S fo"" the 

of , 1 ,. )ela: rganu~~,tH:::. Thele occupationll} 

t,1ltion of st1'""t~,~icat.lO"1. lIyst~ .,.. the v111<':,c. 

HI 

"'!'Ie OI~:p .. tior,al strill Hi.cat~o-:l of CI.3)' Janl 

has been cnaractcri.zcd by various identlficatlon~l references 

such as 1\.,cieult·Jr<, t'usinc8l1, outw,ud xcupational DObility 

-;lb' Th,J whol. "opulale has been I'trat,{ied on the basis 

oj div~r'ieC"\t e -.0II!1 .ersul,"s of village foUs_ The re lire 

lqricuitu: .. -t ,:: .volved i::I la".;: cultivation lind cron-



134 

rai5in'1. At tn first level of occu<,ational str.,tifica

tion, these ."riculturists have been .erceiveC l5 fOCllling 

a sinqle st"ata, But at th, second level tl 'z h<lve been 

d~vidc<'l On he t-1S~S of use ane control of land At this 

" l1d .ord "aerners, farm 'n, flrtl1e -ten",nts and 

tenanta. UI 1031 :iholdin9 composition have become an import ant-

dim o,ion oC x 'lJ1 ~1 _1i11 stratification. ThlS 'hen01"lenon 

as IJroJ'1il: f·~; to, t.e signific"nce of land factc>c for 

stratl.ficat 01 systeft at a diff>rent level. 'i'~is factor 

has also in''Oh',d agricultural labourers in the sense that 

they provide &p~"'if ,C t"P~s Of s<>l"viccs to the agricult urists 

in p"rticuV'r ::,"" to non-a<:!ric1l1turi~t8 n general . These 

strata ,ue the co"p~nent ;)art,- of traditional village social 

or<Janis3t."n. lut the process of inteqrat.Lon f village with 

larger society ru,s qiven rise to such occupational s trata 

liS that -: p 'o)le !'cr'ling abroad and in their O"m countr y. 

These strat indicate the )attern of inteqration o f village 

ty t::)th ,t n, tionill md intern<ltional levels. 

mIla]l}" the preD.,m·~ )f bJs.Lness 'leople indicate 

the crev)in 

a'1ri-b s.:I R l' '1 

,f c01'llOOt:cialu:ation in a traditional 

'~'lother result )f '~hese c-h<'IT.ges u t he 

mer<""cn':a 0" 10~· Igriculturi 1 labour strat UIII. Th~se people 

work on ~i"f w and earn he.r l.Lvelihood. 1 Lis patter n 

)1 structu Jl <'Iiffrrc t at.on nveals one tyI'E' of s t rat i

fication system. 

, 
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".<111 bre, ~ie )" c"'ir,,:y aLf("r"nt f<l.ctor 1 ~'. 1)u0fll 

'lid 7!at. 
N 

At thi •. cve::' th~ primary division hots been 

ch,lcacteri;red 'ly 2'''lIIi,,,lar f'lUOIII and t~,lditional lrtisans liS 

kUll'Olv I'luco. ACdin. aswal ""nd Syed have been exclurted f rom 

t "5 d,v.;. •. ·,Q 

c ,t i. 

But th V have'>een pl!lce-d in Zat !ltcatifi-

The , •. !(-tor has b~')ugat if r~' yet .v·ther 

p - t(,rn f t~, f H -"on 'hal ~(."t£'ri%cl t>y !loci",i statuses 

~iou& 

-, T,.e 111 hr,lc "'-J.:. !;u'ja r 111 

to )t,.-er ~~1 •. 'ut the CJj"ar" have been 

·Uvidcd in'~ BUll-Zats or Aals. Tho Khatan-Guj-;ac.-... ho 

fOl1ll the l',nd':,ord qroup of th·: villa<:!c, hold 11 d" stinc t 

')(lSitlon a~'} d' t'e Gu~1ar5. Th'JII the Kh<lVlll-Gujjars 

ani ~o'l;-Kh't,'n,-Gu: ars ".ave fOrl'l,'d 8~ .. rate,W cralll. 

Tho Gu jars have been i"(~ntlficr:l with ",-r-i.CI.Ltural occupa

ti.m. But th,! <IIxte'ltc of variation ootweltll the .. sc-ribed and 

,,(·tual o<:'Cupat +C"!I h -."I rendered th<' "_'1t_factor 'In independen t 

... 3ri ... bl<! of dtmtif .C;lIt .011. ~t=' lal.Y tIM! k ... ~i ~ata have 

beeon id<!l't f -1 "'it n~n"ac't'ie-, turat C(:upat.ona. But 

I"::: .. n tho.! :Hffc £ ';:0 h 'we :l ·ra(hti."':l~_ and I'Ict ,1 occupa-

0'" 

I )l~.: 

. ,. 
, l' tion_ 
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The endogamous character of all these Zats 

has become an L~portant factor for the oetermination of 

an individual's social status in 7at stratification. More

over the intra-" .. t Vaetan Bhanji relations have stren<]l:henod 

the separate identity of Zat groups. 

'-il' have SeCn that the stratification ;Y5tem of 

Chak Jani has bee based on a number of facto.s such as, 

ethnic, rel1IJiou'" Z .. t, occupation and landholding composi

tion. This stratificati.on system hilS been manjf".,.t .. rl "t 

multi-dimensional levels. These levels are not mutually 

excluslv .. hence do not exist in iSOlation or as inde-

pendpnt of each other. They are inter-related and are 

ov~rlap~in~. But the conditions of their existance. zat and 

occupation, have made them soneway distinct and pronounced. 

The socia-economic status of «n individual to a 

larger exte~t,depends upon his position in Zat and occupational 

stratifications. The ~at and occu~ational factors have also 

beE found r"h,,,, 111- to unu('rstand the behavioural pattern of 

different strata of village populace.! For exarnl", the land

hohling corpo!'dtinn has split thC" a,]riculturists into four 

different strata. These strata differ from each other with 
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r€ference to their relationship with the Illeans of produc

tion. The socio-economic status of landlords is superior 

to th~t of remaining three strata. ~here are occasions 

when these strata oppose each other hut they are not always 

anatagonistic to each other as Karl ~arks has vut it 

(P.lS). Thus the 11arxist conflict theory of class was not 

proved in toto. "urther, these strata have been put into 

different and opposing position in Zat stratification. 

But the stratification system is not as rigid 

and static as was deemed of in functional theory. There are 

chances of vertical mobility i.e. advancement of onc ' s 

economic status. in the village stratification system. Peoole 

haH:! Jone to to'-I115, to ~iddle E'lst and have becone skilled 

... or-knen. This ·"e-rtical I"ove!!\ent has !tot pI"oduced hOI"izontal 

~ovement in th' saMe propoI"tion. !-Io doubt, some people hav,," 

made effoI"ts to change their social status after changes in 

their economic "tatus. But the collectiv~ point of view 

dominates an individual ' 5 point of view. Inspite of the 

domination of collective point of view, geople have got out 

of their Zat-directed occupations. The village has got 

integrated with the wider society and some strata of popu

lation h(lve been put in a lIIark .. t situ(ltion. But the social 

and econ~ic identifications do not always coincide with 

Zat-QuO!!l and other tr(l.htional identific(ltion carl<ers and 

populace is stratified at multi-dimentional levels. 
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lJB 

"'~l r.wh t '" ~V, faurei ' 

. tlat t"~ "j Icc )-_ :onOlillio" ilQi 00 itic~L =h 1 es have 

opcn<1 up n· '1 P}~ ~~ lll,tu'j of int('T.l<:ti"n in 1 P'I!ljabi 

V111~( . whie~ he Qh 'ot hr-1ak ... ') U' th,· struet .ce of 

8()('i,~ty bring'''q " to a l'Ictling pot. but certainly help-

i1>9 it q"t « -f;true tured at diftereat levels. But a t rati

ficati.on ~n iJ. village cel'Mins in lIIany ... ay. the sa",' as always 

Pak.,.tan consist of JCOups of :JeOple 

connected by klnahio, fri.endshi!'. Het linea. ace .• pation"l 

similarities and Q~ or ;tat divi!'liQlII. I'Ihillt ..... learn 

here i. tMl the l\'I::x1ern cuitlv,ltef .oci.tv is" ,",.'neer 

"I d tUileO t J . h~ hyt.rl Jf cultaral [<let ,rB: .u,d that it 

c,Jnfir= ;-;c )1 t. ~ ~I -1t truths of .'nthropology, "!:truc-

!:uI !1 chan'll a< 

be vessel-; 

aI,,,,,: 'han functions, and ofr," continue 

vhi,- ,ery hffercnt wine is ~lCld· 

-
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Note: 
o Iwriptlon ,·CO,.C-:'-__________ __ 

1. t suffi"ies ,0 state here that Zat is partly 

c.,uival, ,t :0 C<lste. ~or a detailed di8cu~sion 

!>.e P , .L -<1:6 oj this ct-ilpter . 

2. '[1" hit;: est Hindu priestly caste. 

AhIII~d h .;I also used Hutton's definition Jj caste. 

(se .:'.r~ -d Power in ~Pun',abi Villa,",~'. 19"17~ P.72) 

4. The con,:.,pl 'CUXl' is sufficiently expl3 .n"d in 

Chapfer-4 of this thesis. 

~. i<;eu:unis 3re tr"ditional viII",), utisans 

6. The Khok. ar is a sub-zat of Ra:)put' (ethnic group). 

7. The 1esccer:iants of Fatilll3, d3u9hter of Prophet 

lIohaJIRad (Pelcc be upon him). 

8. Aal is" unilineal descent group. the ancestor 

of which mayor cay not be traced . 

9. Kharif Crops such as, rice, cotton etc .• that 

are sewn from April till September. 

10. ~bi CrOF- such as wheat, gra" etc., <lre generally 

sown fror lctober till Dec.mber. 

11, al t:::: ::.: -.'c:i ... nd"pe"dpnce frOlll Briti in in 1947 

12. :>n~ 0' p~n coal sewn 1n the stvle of a shirt. 

lJ. Tn ht1.·0I. lQt,.,oear made by the village cobbler. 
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14 . Ahmedis ne followers of Mirza Ghulam Al1m.ed 

(l835-1901) 'f Qadian (India), who clai.;npd himself 

to be the Prophet of God. Ahinedia were d •. ~~ :ed 

non~l,sl.l11s ,,1974 by the then lovermllent ,fter 

d1lOOnl,trat ml inC agitation by all other !!ect' 

of iu=_ Th 51 ~usl~ sects contende that 

s .... e not nusl i.ms, becaus. they do nu t believe 

in t c f 1: lty of Proohet!no lf Prophet '!ohaJllllad 

{P, ace be ~on himJ. 

Tho kh rule~ Punjab from 1767 to lS49 A.D. 

16 . Tradi io a1 medical p .. actitioner in the vi1laqe. 

17. !, here~itary p1ationshio between aqriculturists 

19. 

and village artisans: involvinq p<lYI"ents 01 grain in 

n,turn )r s.,rvicel'l. 

t'lne to~a is roughly egual to 2 kiloqrams. 

'racition.l -c1ical orilctice of ' llakim. ' 

"0. Arain. PitlOial and Syed households are ?xrluded from 

thiL divi ifn. \-:c will discus! their social identifi-

~tio IMtr in 

I 
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