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Chapter II t 

1.1 INTRODUCfION 

Mating paueffiS perfonn the a.cliYlIy of production and survival of human race tn a 

society. The institution of maniage detennines and provides the socially sanctioned ways 

of mating pallrnlS. Maniage is the established institution for mating of a SpoU5e. It is a 

legal. physical and momt union between B man and .... "Omen. continuing through the 

raising of their children. In fl1lllT'i3ge children produced by the woman are usually 

accepted as the legitimate offsprings of the manied coupt.:. 

Maniage is followed by certain ceremonies and rituals but all societies have thei r 

0 .... " ways to pcrfonn them. In Muslim societies. it is a religious duty and also followed 

by certain ceremonies. So in a Muslim society. family can never develop without the 

institution of Maniage (Nikah). because any mating practice other than Nikah is 

considered illicit and illegaL Marriage is a contmct between a man and a .... "Oman of 

mating. This contnlct may be disso!\'ed at any point of time if either of the panies. i.e. 

man and women wish to do so. Howe\'er dissolution of a marriage is not a pleasant 

phenomenon from the social point of view. If we see 011 a broader le\el there is a very 

low proportion of marriages which dissolve as d issolution occurs only in extreme cases. 

t.2 THE PROBLEM 

What impacts migration has imparted upon the instirution of marriage and how does it 

cOlltribute to the marriage dissolution in Mirpur? 



1.3 STATEMEr"rI'TOFTH[PROULEM 

II is '-ery difficult for human beings to live without being influef\CC'd b) their 

surroundings. In case of any change in their surroundings, effect becomes ine"itlbk same 

is the case with migration, which mnns "It is I relatively p!elTlUlnent move from one area 

to loother" (Dictionary of Anthropology, p, 190). This movement also has deep impact 

on III spheres of life (Social, religious, political and economic) of migrated people 

In my locale, a large numbtr of families have migrated to Great Britain. These 

families have not permanently migrated to Great Britain, they are settled in Great Britain 

but they also own homes and property in Mirpur and thus also ,·isit their relatives In 

Mirpur, frequently. ~y have seuted there mainly for economic reasons but lheir social 

life is also being e ffected, especially the institution of marriage, which means "the 

cstabli$hcd institution of staning a family which involved legal, physical and moral union 

belwttn • man and woman, continlling through the raising of their children (Diction:uy 

of Anthropology p. 341). While dwelling in Britain, these mignlled families also tend to 

maintain their ties stronger with their reiati'·es hving in Mirpur. Thai'S why they do not 

let their children marry there, with the Brilishcrs. Instead they arrange their marriages 

with their Mirpuri kin girls and boys. This migration has created a gap between the 

worldview of these partners. With this cultural difference, the institution of marriage is 

suuggling for ilS survival. ~ focus of my study was to re'·cal the catelysislS which are 

playing their pivotal role in dissolvillg these marriages. I have also tried 10 highlight those 

culturaI factors which are crtati", disturbance and hindrance in lhe ,,;ay of such 

nwTiages because: !=aking up of something is obviously followed by some factolS. I 

would see thai what cultural differences are playing their roles in makins such marriages 

problematic. In my locale, the «sidential pallem after marriage is patrilocal after 
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marriage, bride is supposed to reside with her husband, in his home. But this situation is 

opposite in these marriages. lhe residential patterns of males are UxorilocaJ III Britain. 

This residential pall~m soft~n the way of IIlt~rference of III laws, as also mentioned in the 

journal 'marriage and family, 8&189' "'Clashes with III laws .... 'ere ~xacerbatcd by th~ fact 

of conunon residcoc~". 

Th~n: also e)tist difference between the relationships of spouse. In our society, the 

S\.tltus of ·women is of sulx)f(linat~ natUIe. Her all decisions an: being infltltoced by the 

husband and she cannot do much against his will, But a wORUln in Britain enjoys equal 

statllS to that of men, legally and socially. She is free in all her decisions and acts and no 

one can force her arbitrarily, e\'en her parents. Bul .."ith the refermcc: of such marriages, 

status of women becomes super,ordinator. First. because of Uxorilocal patt~m of 

resid~nce and second is thaI legally his stay in Britain depends on his wif~, I would also 

see whether these m.:trriaI:cs Me held with the consent of partn~rs Of fo~ed 

Following key t~rms are defined which were used in the proceeding paTDgr1Iph: 

!\Iigntioo: The loog-term relocation of an individual, household, or group to • nt" 

location outside the community of origin. (H 1. de Blij, 1995; p. 113). 

Marriagt: II is _ cultural phenomenon. which sanctions a more or less permanent union 

between panners. confirming legitimacy on their offspring's. (Dictionary of 

Anthropology) 

Dissolulion: Here it means both "separation" and 'Di\·on:e". 

Sepm r:a lion: An arrangement by .... hich a married couple li\-es _pan but don't end the 

marriage. ( International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences) 

Di\'o rct: The diuolution of a \'11lid marriage while both partnerS are still ahve. who an: 

then free to n:ma")'. (international Encyclopedia ofSociai Sciences) 

, 



11K' ~J\d of oul migration 10 England from Mirpur has been prncticed since long 

No ... the families sculed in EnglaJJ:! do not leI theif young ones marry lhe~, ... ith the 

Bnlish. They alT'lnge their marrialcs with Pakistani kin girls and boys. Many such 

marriages are being dissoh·ed. 

1.4 HYPOTHESIS 

L Cuhurallraits ~gardini the spousal relarionship an: different in England and 

Mirpur. 

b. Cullural diffe~nccs playa major role in marriage dissolution. 

1.5 OBJECTIVES OF TH E STUDY 

L To find OUI the causes and impacts of migration on institution of marriage 

b. To record Ihe types of mmiages. 

c. I also aimed in explorina the underlying mOIi\'cs and the interests behind these: 

marriages. 

d. To search for the causes of the dissolulion of marriages. 

1.6 SIGNIFI CANCE OF THE STUDY 

We can o"ercame this problematic sitOltion by crealing awareness in the masses. My 

intentions ... -at: 10 spot the faclors leading to the dissolution of marriages, so that people 

would avoid the possible reasons causing this problem. II will be bendicial for ~Iated 

people in coping with this issue because after loowing the factors one can easily try to 

o,"en:ome them. In my locale, such Jludy not was undertaken in the pasl. 
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1.7 RESEARCH M ETHODS USED IN TH E FIELD 

Methods are the tools, which are us::d to collect data from the field by the researcher. In 

this research following melbods we~ used: 

1.7.1 SnOw-B:lII S:lmpling 

"Snowball sampling is very useful, however, in studies of social networks, 
where the object is to find out what people know and how well they know 
eaeh olber.1t is panicularly useful in smdies of small, bounded or difficult 
to find populations. like memben of elite groups women who have been 
recen tly di,'orced, when migrants from a panicular tribal group. and so 
on". 

(Bernard Russell, 1940, p. 97). 

It "'"as most suitable to approach subjects through mutual contacts staning with a 

few cases that werr initially poin:ed 01,1\ ; it was possible subsequently to set up a 

sno",ball technique, because each subject invariably knew of several cases that they 

could identity. 

1.7.2 Inform al Discussions 

Informal discussions with relevant persons were also helpful in collecting data. It is like a 

conveBlltion between two persons or may be morro 

1.7.3 Scheduled Interviews 

I used scheduled interview method in collecting the data. I also used an interview guide, 

having relevant questinns. which were to be answered by the interviewee. 
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1.7.4 Socio-Economic and Ctnsus Sun cy 

I also used this method to col1~t bMelllle data. 

1.8 REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The movement of population from one geographicallOl:ation to another is a widespread 

phenomena and as old as humanity itself. H 1. Deblij in ~Human Gcoeraph). Culnm:. 

Society and Spacc~ defines the telm mignnion. as "The Long·term relocation of O\ll 

individual, household Dr group to a new location outside the community of origin" An 

individual may look upon migration as a step tovian! the (lch"ancement of his poSition and 

bener ~onomic and social living conditions. "Economic pull is clearly e"idenl in 

migration studies". (petcr A. Morrison; 1968, p 63) 

E. G. Rc\enstein stated in Law of Migration; 

"Migrants mo\'e from area of low opportunity 10 Inc area of high 
opportunity". 

(197S,p.79). 

This phenomena also have many other ad,1tntagcs like "Rural out migration 

appear to contribute to the de\'clopmenl and well being of seoding regions". (Kingsly 

Devis; 1977; p. 140). 

Migration from this area was at ils peak during the lasl half 50s and starting the 

60s. As Chris stales that, "it is now well established lhat immigrntion ioto Britain from 

tnc new common wealth countries I!urllli the 'long boons' of 19505 and early 60s. was 

closely related to the demand for labor especially in the low skilled sector of one labour 

market in both manufacturing and services~. 

(Chris Manneu; 1988, p. 334) 
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Migration to Britain from Mirpur has a long histo!). [t started during the British 

Raj. As Nasm M. Shah and Fred Arnold destribed in MPakistann that "migration 10 

England started during the days ofBritih Raj-. (1992; P.265). 

1bo:: migration of Mirpuris $tar1ed after the partition of India 8Ild Pakistan or more 

pra;isely in the later fifties oflhis century. Although there au some instanc:es of individual 

serving in the "Royal army" who w~re from Mirpur and settled in Britain after world Vow-II. 

So the mass migration of Mirpuris happened in the late 1950s and early 1960s. llle main 

factor responsible for Ihis migration was the construction of Mangla dam as meager 

economic ~u= worked as push factor in migration. These: migrated people hav~ their 

regular conta<:\ with their relations living in Mirpur. Their original culture is that of Mirpur 

bul now they are living in British culture. which is entirely different from their original 

culture. As Anwar quoted in "Pakistani in Britain". 111e children of Asian parents born or 

brought up in Britain are a generation caught belwttn two cultures. l1ley li\·e in the culfUre 

of !heir parents al home. and are a taught a different one in school, in neighborhood and at 

work. Their world is neilher Ihe 'old' nor !he 'new' but both.. They are in difficult situation 

within the family; parents cannot fully understand Iheir children, children rarely fully 

understand their parents. Stress WId conflict betv,ttn the genel1ltions inevitably arise". 

(Anwar. 1981. P.07). He also pointed OUI the problems, which arose from this gap. "A 

highly proportion of the experts interviev .. ed felt that in Asian families there was inter­

generation conflic!.. .. The youngsters want to fttl m~ settled here and then they are going 

to be challenging the establishment. They will reject a lot of things in their culture and their 

community, they are going to challenge the leaders.. This is going to cause a \ot of coollict 

Voithin tile community". (Ibid, P.14) This conflict out of Ihis problem is obvious because 

-any contact between 1\'10 societies with differem cultural panem influences ch::mge in bolh 
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societies, (In!emational Encydopedia of the Social Sciences). These migrated people h3\~ 

their roolS hac" in Mirpur and they a:so don~ want 10 be lOull)" cut off from tneir relatil'e!i 

To remain;n touch .... ith their relati\'cs they prefer to marry their children \.Illh their relat;\n 

living in Mupur. Thes<: peoplc think that cndogamoll'l marriag~ keep the family unite and 

organiud. as Eagler quoted "Mani:lgc within kin group is the most fal'ore<! fonn of 

marriage. In connection with rn.arria&e. people would say; a half from one's own home ;5 

bencr than a whole from outside. In other words, it is bencr!ll many one's SOIl and daughtCJ 

to relativa than to bring in outsiders" (Eagier. 1964, P.107). 

Antoun (I9n; P.125) says. "patrilatCTlllI parilllel COtl$in marriagc ;5 however II 

ptefcrred fonn this is, II malc shOIll:! many his father'S brother daughtcr and she should 

many him lltc prefcrence for a close pDuilatcrnl parnl!cl cousin not binding howel"er, and 

other marriages such as to mother's brother's, dau&h1cr are COI\!5idered dcsilllble" 

83rth while talking of Kurds says "theoretically)"ou may propose to mart) an> girt 

In prw;:tice there is a strong prefCIrIC'C for father brother daughlCT marriage, Certainl)' II 

f.uhcr brothCt"daughter is considered to h3I'C rug: right of refused". (Barth; 1953, P.26). 

This view alst:l equates with one expressed by Ahmed .... no says "Unlike other 

se&mentary societies where exogamous Nles definc a clan. Mohamand women are rarely 

ghoen outside the clan and almost c.1tirely endogamous within the tribe". (Ahmed; 1980, 

P.I32), 

The problem of dissolution is also happening along .... ith these marriages. 

Dissolution of these marriages conta:1'IS both dil"OrCe and sepaItItion. Sepatation means "an 

arrangement by which a married couplc hl'c apart but do root end the marriage" (dictional) 

of Anthropology) and orrhc: word 'divorce' in English is dCJj\'ed from Latin word 'dil'ortiwn' 

that again is deril'Cd from 'Dis' which means apart and '\"estere' which mcans to run So 
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diHKtt. means. the dissolution of a \..tid marriage \\Chilc both panneD ~ still ali\"!:. ,,-no 

aR: then free 10 remarriage" (S. Pothen; 1987. P.O). 

"DiVOf1:c is the most prae:ical illdcll of family disintcgf8.tion. i1 shows that 

Intcgration of family depends on sUlXessful marriagc" (Ibid, 02) Di\wce OOt only cause 

family disintegration but also co~tajns other losses. "divorce has been repeatedly 

conceptualized in tCflTlS of multiple 10$SC5-loss of \"lllucd social rolc, loss of an intirmtc 

relationship, 10$S of an adult household member, 1055 of a source of income .rid unpaid 

services, and often 1055 of a fami6ar residcncc and a regular daily contact \\ith ones 

children". (Joumal of marriage and u.c family May. 1986). 

"Divon:c may also bring a 10$$ of the major pc:rson wilb .... -nom one had consl1UCtcd 

a shared view of the world; the symbolic inICrdcpc:rnlcrtCc of married partners. It is clear lhal 

the newly di\'Orccd tend to expc:rience irtCrcascd deprc:ssi\·e fcc:1ings o\"!:r time" (Ibid). One 

reason among many 0Ihers is that OOIh partner'$ don·t Knev>' each other much.rld don't had 

any regular contact .... ilb each other because they usually mttI each other al the time ofthciT 

nwriage. This is also a maj« faclOr. '"'The couples mosl at risk, it is dear, arc: that wilb linle 

income, and a meager education, tlz:se \\Clio marry before age 20. Those who knew each 

other less !han a year before marria~" (Marriage and famil)~ 88/l19). 

Kaml Kayser and Kersten also mentioned, "of course many marriage dissolve 

before real emotional doseness has fvcr developed; in-faet, this lack is probably one ofthc 

major reB$ORS for dissolution". (Kam1 Kayser Kersien; 1970, P.470). 

Another factor is that in these rrwriage:s parents U$UBlly don't consult their children 

and in the result "Forccd marriages. bmuaht about Ihrough pressure from guartliaR5 and 

relatives. CatTY the seC"d of dh·orcc, Such marriage ha,"!: many advantages in Ifrms of 

kinship and propc:rty relalioM, they have them for the IWO families but nol nece:ssarily for 
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the couplc tfx,mseh"c:s.. Tbcsc marri ... --es ~ marked big quarrels and hostility from !he vel}' 

fi~ day. So that it soon became dear tilat blood relationship was not sufficient to keep the 

marriage in cxistencc" (Aharon Layim; 1982, p, 139), 

Another encouraging factor is mentioned in the Journal of Marriage and Family, 

88JS9, in tilcsc words., "lbc rise in divon:c ralCS ilSClf signals the unmistakablc message that 

di\'On:C is an acceptable solution to marriaac problems and carries no social stigma Of 

$lIggcstion of personal failure". 1bc llIUo of divorcc is increasing in almost all part of "est. 

"Man: the journal of the N\'!! anthropological institute, Dec; 1994; states thaL "ooc of the 

most profound changes in the pattcrn of'family life' in the "'~tcm world in re<:ent time!! has 

brtn the increasing number of mamagcs thaI end in divorce. Divorce ratcs which Wert 

marginal al the tum of the century havc becomc central demographic features of most 

European countrics". lbc problcm of divon:e is also being expericnced in Muslim countries 

also as stated in "Journal of Marriage and family"; Nov. 1986: "In I5lam, family dissoilltion 

is 111o .... ~ as lhc reson for a man and "''Oman who cannot maintain I socially health} 

marriage and family". 

" 
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1be ~ Mirpur district W&5 established in 1967. After complction of the 

tonStr\.IC"tion or Mangla dam new city wu est.blislxd beside the boundaries of the lake in 

the shape of small and big to""m.. A majority of the people got affected because of the 

dam and ultimately shifted cilhcr to the new Mirpur lo""n or to variOllS tities of Punjab 

province. In addition. quite a numb(r of peoplc migrated abroad and settled primarily in 

Great Britain. This has established a uniquc ovcr-seas connection with people oflhis area 

and abroad. The Mirpur district iJ also twined \.lith til}' councils of Binningham and 

Breadfotd.. 

Etboldl)" a nd Tribes 

The major tribes residing in the area are Jat. RlIjput. Gujar, Ka.o;hmiri and Bllin5. Besides, 

there are several smaller tribes including Jaml, Syed, Alain and Bhatti. etc. Ghakkars an: 

mostly in Mirpur tehsil. Kashmiris an: found in Mirpur eil}' and its surrounding areas. 

Syeds are scattered in all tehsils. Glullhats ha\'e been the ruling dynasty just before 

Dopa rqime. They have their orip. in Iran and an: stated to have migrated to india in 

the da)'S of Mahmud Gbazanavi. They an: mostly kno\.ln. NO! much is koo""n about the 

origin of lat and Gujjar. They an: pr«Jably the original tribes oflhis area. 

Food 

Wheat is the $18.ple food grain of the people. TlJc: manne:r of cooking is the same &5 

throughout Pakistan. Near to""ns. \'egelables are round in abunda.nee. During £eslh-als. 

people cook Pulao. Zarda, Biryani. etc. Hal .... iJ much liked by the village roll:. Potable 

water is an.ilable from wells and springs which are quite numerous throughout the 

district. In certain areas, howe\-er, the sub-soil waler level is low; therefore, there are no 
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v.-ells. People in such areas collect rainy waler from ponds and U5e il for drinkin& and 

bathing pwposcs. The villages are genendly neal and dean. Nowaday's lea has replaced 

the uadilionallJe,.-eragc ~Lassi~ (a 111M made by )-ogwt) evnywhere in the district.. 

Oreu an d Omamnll 

The common dress ofme people is Shalwar and KamCCz. Women folk use the same dress 

willt !he addition of a Doputl.l as bead v.'CU'. 1lIO$C working in !he fields mostly use a 

Kamce~ and a Tehband instead of Shalwar. The festival dress is the same but of I little 

superior cloth mostly of gaudy coloun. In summer. garmenll are loose which an more 

comfortable. 10 winter, people usc blankets or Loi to protect themselves from cold. 

Majority of people wear rurbans. Tbousands of people ofws district have gone 10 United 

Kingdom and United Slates of America to cam their lh'elibood. Therefore, being in touch 

'\.\illt !he western world, most of the males and fo:\O' of !be females now v,'car European 

dress. Women folks like wearing golden and artificial omamenlS, 

D\\eUinp 

Most of the houses are large and ,'el)' good Bungalows even in remote rural areas are 

built. People settled in United Kingdom II)' 10 earn more money for buildin, big 

bungalov.'SIhouses in !heir homeland. The houses are built paeea, both in urban and rural 

areas using bricks.. concrete and maible. 

Occupa lions 

Still apiculture is the principal occupation of !he people. Apart fonn agrieull~, a 

number of people v.w\; in industries established in the district. In addilion, lhere are a 
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number of people who are in government and other services_ Thousands of pe~ns are in 

Unito:d Kingdom and oiber eounlr.es to earn their li\-elihood, Women folk in villmgn 

spend a \'cry busy hfe as they assiSltheir maJe members in fields_ Whereas children look 

after lhe caule. 

Culturt, Customs and Tl1Iditions 

People observe their religious and other fest;\ .. ls III quite a colorful manner Especially 

thc dress of the .... "Omen-folk is of gaudy multi-colour. Tbe women folk sing and danee 

only on occasions of marriages_ Places where the dance is performed are not open to 

men-folk. Bhangra is a common cbn<:e performo:d on fesll\-e occasions and only males 

take part in il. People an: keenly interested in kabaddi, wrestling and tent pegging 

Most of the population of lie district have dual lIlItionality i.e. Britain as .... -ell as 

Pakistani (AlK) so the Mirpur has become a multi-c:ultural city_ People \'ery often visit 

Europe_ New and old cultun: is combined here, although the young generation is fond of 

modem culture but religious bonds Il"C very strong and majority of the population fa\"Of 

the Islamic lraditions and follow the path of Almighty Allah. The Islamic traditions are 

outstanding in rural area and M\'e high moral \'alues in the society. 

Betro tha ls and l'Ihl rriagts 

lbe parents arJllIIge marriages.. Th:: bride and bridegroom have little say in this matter. 

On the fIXed day of marriage, bridegroom ..... ear a Sehra tied to his turban Of cap. Sehra is 

made of ftowers and a golden or silvery thread. It is also covered with a colored cloth of 

finc variety. Bridegroom is usually taken on II horse back, or in some arus, on I camel to 

the house: of the bride accompanied by friends and relat;\"es in a procession headed by a 
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party of musidans and often a small party of men performing Bhangra dance. The 

bridegroom's parenlS ~t ornaments and clothes to the bride:. The quantity and quality 

of these erticles depends upon the scaIUS of the partin concerned. 

At the time of betrothal and marriage. Mebmdi is applied to the: hands of bride: 

and bridegroom. Nikah is usually performed during the morning hours. After Nikah 

ceremony and lunch ClC.the bride is laken in a palanquinlDoli to the bridegroom's house. 

BirthJ 

Birth of a male baby is rejoiced \Ooilh great fa\·Of. After the binh Mullah or some clderly 

male member of the family recites Azan in the can of the newborn baby. On the: ..,. day. 

barber shaves the baby's bead. Local5inging parties eunuchs visit the bouse and sing and 

dance to celebrate the occasion. They arc given cll:uity in cash and also in kinds, Aqiqa 

ceremony is performed after birth. For this ceremony IWO sheep or gO:lts for male baby 

and I single goat or sheep for femlle baby is slaughtCTed ami meal is distributed 10 the 

poo<. 

Duths 

When death occurs. friends and nlalives of the bcrea\'Cd family gather in the father·s 

house for condolence and burial of the dead body. The dead body is given bath and 

covered in Curron. After Namaz-i-lanaza. the dead body is carried on a cot in a funeral 

procession 10 the gra\'cyard where it is buried in the usual religious manner. 



2.5 ADMINISTRATIVE SET UP 

E~e(ut i .. ( and Rtlo'(nue System 

Mupur dlstnct cOlISists of two sub-di~isiollS, Mlrpur and Dudyal. The executi-'e head of 

tnc district is Deputy Commissioner. assistro by an Additional Deputy commissioner (G). 

two Assistant Commissioners and one Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

III both lhe sutH:Iivisions. there are two Tehsildars and three Naib Tehsildars \, .. 00 

look after the re~'enuc mauers and liso perform other adminismtive functions. There is 

one commissioner ofMirpur divisio." which inch>des Mirpur district, Kotli &: Shimbet'. 

Police Dcpartment 

To maintain law and order in the district, police force headed by superintendent o f Pol ice 

"'ith the supporting staff is functiOlling in the district. There are 7 police stations in the 

di~lrict namely Dud}';1I, Chaks:I\\'lri, Islamgarh, Afzalpur, Mirpur City, Mangla and 

Thow!. 

J ud ic inry 

There is • District and Session Court It the district headquaners, one Senior Civil Judge 

and one Civi l Judge and Sub-Judge.n Dudyal sub-division deal with the j udicial cases. In 

pursuance of Shari. Ordinance. District Qazi and Tehsil Qazis are adJue&ting the Civil 

Courts in both civi l and criminal cues. 11tere arc also circuit benches of High Courts. 

Shariat Court and the Supreme Court of AzIId Jammu &: Kashmir in the district 

headquarters. 
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2.6 HEALTH 

District Health Officer supervisrs the health can: ac:thities at !be district lew!. BreaL;-up 

of health services available In Mlqvr district is as under In table' 

Tllble S 

Break up or heDl tb sen 'ices in Mirpur district, 1997-98 

S, No. Institu tion Number 

L District Headquarters Hospital I 

2. Tehsil Headquarters Hospital I 

3. RuraJ Health Centers 4 

4 Fi rst Aid Ccnters " 
s. Health & Immunization Centers 16 

6. Maternity Centers " . Sourec, Dlstnct He-alth Officer, Mllpur, And Jammu & Kashl'mr . 

1bere aJl: sewral private hospitals to catcr for the medical ntteh or the people 

There is also a para-medical school, nuning school and public hcallh school in Ole 

district. 

2.7 EDUCATION 

Detail of educational facilities available in the district is given below in the following 

table: 
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Tabll' 6 

Eduoolion fad lities 1991-1998 

S. No. Type of Institution ","' umber 

I. University of And Jammu &: Kashmir I 

2. Degree: Colleges (MaleJFanale) • 
3. Intermediale Coll~ (MaleJFemale) 2 

4. High Schools (MalcIFemale) 13 

,. Middle Schools (Male/Fanale) 84 

•• Primal)' Schools (MaleJFernale) 352 

7. University College: of Engineering and Technology I 

•• College: of Home Economics I 

9. Con~e of Eduuuon I. 

. 
Source_ DlStncl EducatIOn Office, Mnpur, Azad Jammu &: Kashnnr 

Besides, Ihffe all' numbC1" of privale sehools and colleges working side-by.side 

with the gol'emment inslitutions. 

2.8 IMPORTAt'l1T I HISTORICAL PLACES 

M angla Da m 

The Mangla Dam projecl was completed in 1961. It is the second largesl dam of the 

counlr)' wilh a capacity of power genctlIlion UplO 1000 megawaill., The. IOUiI area of the 

dam is around 160 square kilometcn.. Besides po .... er pennion ~pacity, il is the mlin 

source of inigation down Ibe stream in !be province of Punjab_ In addition, il is • big 

source of fresh ... ater fish, which is, produced Ippro~imalely 27 lac tones annually. The 

adminiSlrl.live control of the dam lies with WAPDA II is also I good picnic point. 
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M:mgho Fori 

It is • bcauufultourist ~n that 01e1Y1S the waters of Mangla as the lake is located in 

its footsteps. It also reminds the visitors of the MughaJ era's an::hitecture. 

Ramkot FOri 

This fon is located in the ,",,1ItCTS of Mangla Lake. which is • reminiscent of the Mughal 

enL The tourists hire boats to reach this important ~n. 

Burjun Fort 

This fort is located)O kilometers aWllY from the Mirpur town. The Mughals also bui lt it. 

Pir-e..sh9h Ghazi Shrine 

This is the shrine of a famous saint Pir-e-Shah Ghazi located .1 Chcchian about 6 

kilometeB a .... 1Iy from the district headquarters. The shrine of famous Punjabi folk poet 

and mystic Mian Muhammad BaUsh. the: author of the Saif-ul-Maluk, is also located 

besides the shrine of Pir-e-Shah Ghazi. Tbcsc shrines arc the point of attraction for the: 

people from all O, 'er the count!)'. The And Jammu & Kashmir AUQaf Depanment looks 

.fter these shrines. 
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Chapter #- 3 

3.1 HISTORY OF MIGRATION 

This serves just as a prologue and therefon: is nO! cxhaustive. because in this thesis my 

emphasis is not on thc history of mivation in detail. 

Wandering of people freely ovcr territories hunting and gathering food has been 

termed primitive migration. (Matl"lU. 1978). This type of migration exists and has always 

exisled in the world from time immcmorial. Ik$ides. also modem human beings 

frequently migratc from one place to another and from his 0\11\ country 10 Olher countries 

in =h of job or a bellcr li'ling. Until World War-J the movemenl$ of people from one 

country to MOther country WliS rclalil·cly fret. Tourists did not need passports. People 

mo .... ed abroad 10 cam a good living. 

In the history of greal n:ligions migration started from Ihe diffen:nl an:&$ of Holy 

Prophets to other peace aTCaS. Hauat Moses (God be pleased .... ith him) and also Hazrat 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) r:tigrated with their followers.. The wave of migration 

before 1800 was the forced movemenl of daves from Africa, mainly to the: new world of 

America. The number of Africans who had 10 leave their rtlI.lil·c place &$ slaves migrate is 

unreliable and range bctwCC'n 10 and 20 million. (Leonard, \969) 

Beginning in lhe nineteenth century a massi\"!: movcment from Europe 10 the 

western hemisphen: look place and perhaps 7S million people entered America after 

1800. between 1901 and 1930 from Austcalia about 5,36,000 immiwants. 

1be largest migration from 1880101913 lias been connected wilh the blow 10 

pcas&Ilt agricultun: in southern and Eastern Europe multing from the collapse of wheal 

prices and as well with improvemenlS in transpon and settlement of new lands. 
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After World War-II large-scale migration occurred, From Indo-Pal; subcontinent 

many people moved to different muntrics. lllese people had served in the British Arm} 

during the World War-II and had se:c:n ''llrious foreign countries. As a result they 

de,'eloped some liking for those tountries. "They got better job opportuni ties in foreign 

countries. In 1947 Pakistan c.anlC into being and approximll1cly IS million Muslims 

emigrated from India to Pakistan. 

3,2 THE CONCEPT OF MIGRATION 

After having a glance at the histo!), of migration it may be con"enient to have a look al 

the various definitions of migration lIS given by social scientists. 

Migrntion is a process wherein the individuals moves from one geographically 

identified territory to another, and also mo"e periodically from one climatic reginn to 

another. 

~Migration is a process of entering or leaving from the population of a 
given place or category by mean other than birth and death". 

(Mauas, 1.1972) 

Charles B. Nam, defines the term migration lIS "The movement of people across 

national boundaries". (l968,p. 287). 

MMigration is commonly defined lIS the permanent change of residence by 
an individual in a group. A person is usually classified as an immigrant if 
he has stated his intention of selting in the country of entry for at lellSl one 
year', 

(Britannica Encyclopedia, 1973, p, 18S) 

M. Anwar explains this term as. "migration is defined broadly lIS a permanent or 

semi-pennanent change of resideoce. It can be from one counlry to another or simply 

from one part of country to another." (1979.p. 17) 
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3.3 TYPES OF MIGRATION 

Anthropologists are able to differentiate between tWO major types of migrations. These 

are: (i) Internal migrelion, (ii) External Mignuion. 

The first type the "Internal Migration" is dislocat;\-e migration with specified 

political boundaries usually a nation·state (Encyclopedia of Anthropology, 1916. p. 269). 

The second type, the "External Migration", which, according to the same source, means a 

dislocative migration, takes place across the identified political boundaries, usually from 

one nation·state to another. This type of migration is termed also international migration. 

Matms (1980) has been able to classify migretinn aimed at beller means of Jiving into 

five types: 

I. Seasonal Migration 

11. Temporery Migration 

m. Continuous Migrntion 

IV. ReCum'nt Migrntion 

v. Permanent Removal 

3.3.1 Sell5onal M igra tion 

Seasonal migrants are those who travel once a year, either as complete or partial famiEes 

or as single adult individuals, to areas in which great numbers of workers an: needed 

temporarily in such occupations as harvesting or processing of raw food items. 

3.3.2 Temporary Migration 

In many societies and areas a labour surplus exists, so family groups or adults migrete 

temporarily in promising areas and also learn technical works and establish his economic 

position. 
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3.3.3 Continuous Migrat ion 

Families, usually nuclear, travel together from job to job living in temponuy quanelS of 

one type of another at each location. III this type of migration no home village is 

involved. Thus the effects noted CClncem solely the migrants themseh-es_ 

3.3.4 Recurrent Migration 

Recurrent migration denotes an intensification of temporary non~seasonal migration. II 

does appear in some areas where II. large amount ofW3ge labour is available, "In recurrent 

migration men make irregular journeys, of varying lengths of time to obtain wage labour 

throughout their productive yeaT". (Leonard Broom, 1969) 

3.3.5 Permanent Remon!. 

Permanent removal includes all those patterns in which workers move from their home 

areas 10 other specific locations which offer more opportunities for emplo)ment and 

where they settle more or less permanently. 

Besides these fonns of mi~tion, anthropologists have pointed OUI another form 

of migration also, namcly return migration, which is defined as "the mo\·ements of the 

migrants back to their home lands 10 resettle. 

Moreover, there has been recently identified another type of migration. for 

example, circular migratioo which means the frequent movement between t"'"'O or more 

places, such as in seasonal labour migration. 



3.4 CATALYSTS OF MIGRATION 

What impels to pull up stakes and leave the familiar for the uncer1lllin? Research ha,. 

sholln that it USU311y is not jwu one factor, but also a combination offectors that leads 10 

an often-fatcful decision. Thc key faclOrs are; 

3.4.1 Economic Condilions 

POI'cny has deil'en counlless m.llions from 1Mir homelands and contin~ \0 do so. 

Perceil'a!. opportunities in destiMtions such as Western Europe and Nonh America impel 

numC!'OlJ$ migrants, legal and illegal. \0 cross the Mediterranean. lhe Caribbean, and the 

Rio Grande in search ofbctter lives, 

3.4.2 PolitiC1lI Circumstances 

Oppressh'c regimes halC engc!l<!cred migration streams throughout history More than 

125,000 Cubans left their country' in 1980 on the -Maricl BoatliftH to escape communist 

dictatorship_ Vietnam's desperate '"boat people" fled b)' the hundreds of thousands after 

Hanoi's communists lOOk eontro: of their country. In 1972, Uganda's dictator Idi Amin 

expelled 50,000 Asians. from his African country. Both escape and expulsion mark 

migrations driven by politics. 

3.4.3 Armed Connie! 

lbc dreadful conflict that engul~ed the fonner Yugosla\1a during the 1990s drove as 

many as three million people from their homes, and many (in 1995 the number still was 

uncertain) became permanent emigrants, unable to return to whal remained of their 

abodes. During the 19805, the bitter war in Afghanis\l!ll seOI as many as si)( million 
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people across the country's hordell, In 1995, "'i th their countl)" still iJl disarray, most of 

tllest migrants seemed to be compelled to remain in Iran and Pakistan. 

JAA En"i ronmenl~1 Condition! 

One of the historical major exam;Jles o f environmeot-induced migmtion involved the 

movement of huodrc:ds of thousands of Irish citizens from Ireland 10 Ihe New World 

during the I 840s. Prolonged excess; . 'e I'lIins roned the country's potato crops, which 

created a famine; as a resull, the demographics o f both Ireland (the source) and the U.S. 

Nonheast (the chief destination) were permaneotly altered. Environmental cristS such as 

major earthquakes and volcanic eruptions also stimulate migrations. For example; e'-ery 

major eanhquake in Cati fomia is followed by a surge in emigration. But many of the 

emigrants return, so that the net outllow geoerated by such crises is comparal].·ely small. 

3.4.5 Culturr a nd Tradit ion 

People, who are uncertain that their cultures and traditions .... ill survive a major political 

or govemmentaltransition, and wbo an: able to migrate to perceived safer ha"ens, will 

olteo do so, When British India W1l5 partitioned into a mainly Hindu India and an aimosl 

exclusively Muslim Pakistao, millions of Muslim residents of India migrated across the 

border to the Islamic state. Given the opportunity aller decade o f Soviet obstruction. 

more than two million Jews left L'le former U.S.S.R for Israel and other destinations, 

Wl$IIfC of their futures in the new Russia. South Africa's turbulent poli tical Iransition 

during the mid 1990s impelled many whites to emigrate to Austral ia, Europe, and North 

AmeriCiL 
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3.4.6 Technological Fa~ lon 

For many migrants. emigration is no longer the difficult and hazardous journey il used to 

be. While many migrants still mnve by simple and even difficull means. millions more 

now usc options provided by modem transportation. more 5«U«: initial relocation. and 

more comrortable habitation. Researchers suggest thai the growing availability of air 

conditioning greatly reduced the return migration from the Sunbelt back to the north. 

~ulting in a larger net flow of regional migrants in the United States. 

3.4.7 Informalion Flllw 

News today travels faster than e\'er, including news of job opportunities and ways to 

reach desired destinations. Gone is the time when would·be emigrants waited months, 

even years. for information about distant places that might ~kon them. Tele\·ision. 

radio. and telephone have stimulated millions 10 make the "migration decision" by 

relaying information about relatives, opportunities. and communities already established 

in destination lands. Turks quickly heard about Germany's need for labor. Algerians 

knew where to go in France. Hai tians knew that a "Little Haiti" an outpost in constant 

touch with the source of migrants. 

3.4.8 Push and Pull Factors 

Anthropologists who study human migration ha\"C found it usefUl 10 identify conditions 

and perceptions that tend to induce people to leave their abodes (push faclors), and have 

perceived eircumstances that effectively aUract people to certain locales from other 

places (pull fact on). 



From our preceding discussion of migration catalysts, we can deduce a number of 

push and pull factors. Usually, thc decision to migrate results from a oombination of thc 

two, plus perce;"ed obstacles (or lacL thereof) thaI have nothing to do dim:t1y with place 

of origin or deslination. Because a migmnt is likely 10 be more familiar with his or her 

place of resideoce (source) than ",ith the locale 10 ..... hieh he or she is moving 

(destination), push factors an: likely 10 be more accurately petU:ived, in general, than pull 

factors. Push faclors will ioclude individual and personal considerations such as work or 

retirement oonditions, cost of living, personal safety and security, and for many, weather 

and climate. Pull faetors are likely 10 be mon: vague and 10 depend., perhaps, on several 

visits. at besl. Many migrants O1O\'C on the basis of excessivcly posil;"e images and 

expectations regarding their destinations. (H. 1. Dc Bilij, 1995, p. 113) 

3.5 THE PAK]ST ANI CASE 

Migration 10 fon:igo countries for better job opportunities started immedialely after 

Pakistan's independence. After independcn.ce some Pakistanis .... -enl 10 work 10 Europe 

and other .... -estem countries. Very few people ..... ent 10 Middle East. Ho .... -e\·er. the bulk of 

migration Maned after 1970, ..... hen Middle East demand of manpower increased and 

Pakistan gO\'emmenl provided a few facilities for migralion. Migration from Karachi and 

other urban centers ofNWFP and Punjab Slane!! some len yl:Ml back but from the rural 

areas a few years later. There are a few \'illages from where 75% of the population has 

migrated to the Middle East during the lasl len years. 

Now the goverrunent has already planned 10 send some of its manpower 10 

fon:igo countries and get foreign exchange. The exact figun: of out·migration is not 

available in any official document. Some =nl estimates based on inronnation available 



from manpower division, Oo\emment of Pakistan irwlicate that approximately 2.700,000 

people have migrated to Europe, USA and Middle Eastern cOURtneS Since the creation of 

Pakistan, and the majority of these out-migrants are males form rural areas 

lbc ethnic aroups and ruuionalities In 8main started to am\'e In substantial 

numbe~ at the end of nio.l:teenth century, Initially they were Irish. Polish and other 

Europeans ",flo were needed in Britain to fill the n~d for a workfOTCe. Later on common 

weahh nationals also migrated to England. in which migmnts from South Asia 

particularly form subcontinent contributed a large proportion. 

"The migration of Pakistanis to Britain can be explained in terms of colonial 

links, political freedom of movement and an e<:onomic 'push' and 'pull' which slowly 

de\'e1oped into a 'chain migrtltioo'''. (M. Anwar, 1979, p. 21). 

1be majority of Pakistanis in British are from rural areas of the nonh of Pak.istan. 

About 60 to 70 percent originate from Mi!pUr Oi~trict ofthc Pakistani pan of Kashmir. 

3.6 MlRPUR DISTRICf 

Mirpur District and Division of Azad Kashmir lies in the North West of the Indian sub­

conlio.l:nl Azaci or 'free' Kashmir is the tcnn given by Pakistan to the Western portion of 

the old state of Jammu and Kashmir. Mirpur disuiCi lies in tile foothills bounded by 

mountains 10 the: north, which culminatc in the Karakorum Range and the more fertile 

plains of the Punjab to the south. The Mirpur is essentially Punjabi in cuhure and his 

language is a dialect of tile Punjabi lOngue. 

Mirpur district is a poor fanning area in comparison to many regions of Pakistan 

and particularly the more fertile parIS of SO\lthcrn Punjab. The topography and climate of 
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Mirpur has hindered the development of a good communication network. ll>e~ are no 

rail or air links and asphalt roads only exist bet .... 'eCn the main towns. 

3.7 TRENDS OF M1GRATION IN MIRPUR 

During the First World War British shipping companies recruited a vast nwnber of 

Indians into the Merchant Navy, many of1hem c.amc from the Punjab and what is now 

Azad Kashmir. British manpower was being divened into the armed forces so ship-

o .... ners had to seck a new source oflabour. When the war ended some of the men decided 

to stay in Britain where they found employment and gtadually senled. (Saifullah Khan, 

1980, p. 79). A Pakistani ..... ho claimed to ha\·e been in this counuy since 1930 told that he 

came as a seaman and then dec ided to stay hc~. (M. An .... "lLT, 1979, p. 22) 

Duriog the Second World War many morejoined the British Ann)' and Navy. The 

area that is now Azad Kashmir, and parts of the Punjab when:, and ha~ remained, the 

most imponant recruiting areas for the Ann)'. Mirpur and Jhelwn are particularly well 

known for their high petttntagc of men in the Pakistan Army. This is mainly due to the 

overpopulation and poor quality of land in these attas but a further reason is the tradition 

of army and navy servioe. (Saifullah. 1980, p. 65). 

In Mirpur another unique phenomenon caused a large movement of population in 

the 1960s. Se\"C"ra1 miles nonh of the smaIl town Dina (10 miles north .... -est of 1belum) in 

the Punjab the northern foothills raiJe form the plain. This I!rol of Mirpur district harbors 

a natural cup or 'bowl' of land sunuunded b)' barren hills. Much of the land was 

~l.alh·ely fenile compared 10 otha- parts of Mirpur. In this bowl of land the~ we~ 

approximately 200 villages and • small lO .... n now called Old Mirpur, of approximately 

12,000 inhabitants. In the 1950s.a joint international \-entuR: (U.K., Canada, Australia, 

.;,.: )6 
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IJC\' ualand, German)' and USA) Slatted !O build the world's large$t earthen dam he~ 

At the beginning of the l%Os the population neat the dam Itself was evacuated and from 

1963 onwards the whole population of the arn was shifted in stages until, in 1967, the 

.... 'lIter Slarted to fill up behind the dilm. About ]00,000 people (18,000 filmilies) "'-ere 

rno,ed, Families m:eived compensation In cash for their houses and, those with fc",~r 

than half an acre, cash for their land. Farmers with larger plots could exchange land for 

land in the Punjab, (Saifullah, 1980, p. 66) 

At the time of Mangla Dam's construction. go'~mment of Pakistan was ..... 1Ue 

that people will miSI. Wi!h the help of mfluential persons of Mirpur go"emment of 

PakisUin offemlt ..... o British passpons 10 each effected family. 

The large numbers of Mirpuris in BriUlin are a direct result of displacement b)" 

Mangla dam, and an arrangemenl al govemmentallevclto admit !hem into Greal BriUlin. 

Although lhc construction of the dam intensified or caUilyzed migration to tM United 

Kingdom, the movement began long before the dam and the theory !hat Mirpuris left 

solely for !his reason is incorrect. After !he 1962 Act special facilities were pro\'ided for 

displaced people who .... ished to go to England, Previously. Azad Kashmiris had to gel 

their passpons from Karachi but in the late l%Os passport offices opened in the cilies of 

Ra"'lIlpindi and Mirpur. (Saifullah Khan, 1980, p. 67) 

Ch. Zaman (who ..... as citizen of district Mlrpur and was settled in Britain since 

1932) gne gift of Ambulances to PakisW\ go,'emmmi and in return, in 11187, General 

Barki of Pakistan Go\'emment i.uued SOO British passports on the request ofCh. Zaman_ 

This factor .[so played a vital role in the migration of many families to Britain. 
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C hapter 11- 4 

MARlUAGE TYPES 

4.1 MARRIGE TYPES IN MIRP UR 

Panem may be defined as a peculiar way of doing something. So through mamage 

pattern, I mean the types of marriages that people follow. I have used this term to explain 

the categories into \vhich people like to marry their sons/daughters. 

Like any olher society in this village marriage is also compulsory and in the fll'l;1 

step to .... 'ards the fonnation of a family, primarily for the purpose of reproduction and thus 

increase in the strength of the family and secondary for sexual relationship between a 

male and female. The legal and social aspects of marriage are fully observed in Mirpur, 

and a marriage performed with the consent of parents and in the presellCe of the whole 

village. Marriage is the most important life cycle ritual in the ]ife of villagers. It is the 

main event that establishes relationship between different families and binds members of 

same Bimderi and village. The al11lngement of such relationship is solely the 

responsibility of parents. Male and females never indulge in this mailer and have no say. 

However, with the spread of education and due to the influence of mass media. some 

families have since Slaned asking the opinion or will of their sons and daughters befnre 

actual marriage proceedings. 

In the most cases il is only a formality as selection of bride and groom and Ihe 

elders. usually the parents, do all other tradilional arrangements. Children are never 

consulted while choosing their partners. llle individuals who are getting married are 

simply informed of the decision. They have never been given the right to say "yesH or 

"no" the main reason of which is thai marriage is nOI regarded just an affair concerning 

the bride and the groom rather il is the involvement ofl"'O families and bondage with the 
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community the} belong to. It is more than the union of two indi\·iduals. lIS il fosten and 

de\'elops 11C'\Oo' relalions bet .... ttn IWO families_ When IWO indi\'iduals are joined III 

malrimony. they do IIIX do so at their 0 .... 11. sequences of marriage are going 10 be broad 

based and !he families concerned would abo be gelling into ncw kind of affinal relalions. 

In addilion 10 Ihe biological kinship lies lhat already find these families, Ihe affin81 lies 

funher strengthens these lies. Hence parents believe that their children cannol make such 

crucial decisions al their own for the)' lack the Insighl and wisdom. From the early 

childhood children are socialized to obey parents. they accept the decision of their 

parent's whole-beanedly. 

4.1.1 Kin Marriages 

Prevalent and prefened form of marriage in village Mirpur is kin marriage_ Few cases of 

non-kin marriages, le~jrate and soromle marriages and e;.;change lTUllTiage are al50 

then. When rnaniage takes place .... ithin a defined category of kin. il is referred to as 

endoaarny. Matriages in MUpUl are kin endopm0U5- Villagel3 use the terminology of 

"Apina Which Shadi" (kin marriage) and "Ghairan Which Shadi" (non kin maniage)_ 

Villagel3 usc "ApOll" for their consanguineous and affinal kin while "Qhair" is 

used for those with whom they have no blood relation. It was considered II mailer of 

insult to many one's daughters out of relations or Biradni there are instances where the 

girls were married with the boys of younger age.. It was because they prefer to kecp their 

"Nasal" tillC3gi: pure.. All Biraderi members are supposed to share same blood being 

descendenlS of a common ancestor. 
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4.1.2 Cousin Marriages 

Villagl:ni use the word kApna~ for their oy,n relatives; they always prefer their kKhuni 

Rishtaidar" (blood relatives). They also diiTerentiate !xtw«n kDur Ke Rishtadar"' 

(distant kin) and ~Qarebi Rishtadar" (close kin). In the category of "Our Ke Rishtadar" 

(distant kin). they include those relatives with whom they are related through their close 

kins or through affinal links.. The categories of "'Qan:bi Rishtadar" include Chachaud, 

(patrilateral Matrilateral parallel cousins and patrila\eral matrilateral cross cousins). In 

selection of spouse villageB ,ive first ptefen:~ 10 their dose kins. In ase of non­

availability of spouse y,;thin close kil1$, they prefer their distant kil1$ and their Biraderi 

and village. 

4.1.3 Patri lateral Parallel Cousin Marriage 

According to the data 19% marriages in Mupur held in this category. Locally they called 

it -Chathay Ney Kar Shadi" (marriage at the house of fathers brother). Villagers prefer 

their blood relatives, due to which patrilateral parallel cousin marriaaes have been 

flourishing. It is accepted in Mirpur that father's brother has the first right over. his 

children. If "Chacha" (father's brother) asks for a Rishta (proposal), his brother usually 

gives him a positive response. 

4.1.4 Cros.s Cousin Mnrringes 

Trend of marriage y,;th Mamoozad (matrilateral cross cousin) and Phopoozad 

(Palrilateral cross cousin) is also most preferred form of marriages. There is no specific 

term used for Ihis form of marriage. According to Fox. "Cross cousin have the advantage 

of being out side ego's lineage/dan under either unilincal descent. They are therefore 

ideal mate if ego wanl.5 to mlllT)' a close relative" (Fox, 1967, 18S). 
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Fox is of the opinion that il is IIdvanlagC'Ous ~cause it provides 10 ego an ideal 

mate, ,fhe or she wanu to marry a close relal;I'e. It provides a slrong bond for already 

related families. 

4.1.5 Exogamy 

In Mirpur, culturoUy and economically recogni~ed group is kin group. To many out side 

their kins is termed as "Ohairan Wich Shadi H (kin esogamy). Two categories of"Ghair" 

(ouuiders) have been defined by the viUagen. Fintly. membel'$ belonging to their 0"11 

Biraderi but not their blood rdatives and secondly those from other Biraderis. According 

10 the dala. all marriages arc held "ithin tileir Biraderi. Although some II!e outside their 

family but not outside their Bimleri. Practice of marriages within Biraderi is strictly 

followed. 

4.2 INTERESTS BEHIl\T)) THESE MARRIAGES 

After the construction of Mangla Dam, a large number of populations went 10 England 

and with the passage of time, after sellling in England, they bring their families England 

with them. So most of the families II!e divided and living into tv.'O countries, England and 

Mirpur. Urge numbers of relatives of MirpuriJ II!e settled in England and marriages with 

tile relatives living in England II!e vel)' common in Mirpur. 

There exist some factors, which motivate these marriages. According to the 

British Mirpuris, the most important reason is "Kar Ne Izzat Kar With Ec Ravay" (10 

keep the person within the family). l1lese people don', like that their daughter or son 

many with any Britisher or other person outside their family, wilh this fear. Ihey prefer 

their blood relatives living in Mirpur. They also want 10 remain in touch with their 

relatives living in Mirpur and don't want to be 101ally cut off from their motherland. 
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4.2.1 For 8ritish Nationalil) 

lbe peopl!: of Mirpur always feC'I anrxtion to""'Mds England. lbeir dream can onl) 

come U\J!: aft!:r g!:uing marTiro ... ith their relati~'es hving in England because after 

marriage, OIlC can !:asily go England afler geuing visa from the rcspe<:tiye embassy, The 

people of Mirpur prefer marriage with their relatlyes living in England. Th!:y think that 

their sonIdaught!:r will go England and ... iIl stay in uxoriloc.al residence (who are also 

hislher relatives) and can lhe happily. 

4.2.2 To Improve Economic Condi tions 

Thc Mirpuris living in England arc wealthier as compared 10 W people living in Mirput 

Another reason behind these marriag!:! is to improve thei r economic conditions \\ith the 

help of remittances send by their son for e~ample one of my respomknt told me that he 

sent 450,000 Rs. to Pakistan (Mirpur) from England in one year. ThC')' Ihmk that \\lth the 

help ofthC'sc rnaniagcs,lhcir economic condition can be much impftwro 

4.3 MARRIAGE PROCESS 

Process means "a series of actions performro in order to do soml:thing" (Oxford 

Advancro Leamer's Dictionary. 1995 p. 922). Marriage is a way to reinforee family ties 

and the way marriage is arnngro, refla:1$ the cultural norms and values of the family and 

society in which we live in like any other society, in Mirpw too marriage is thought to be 

a first step towards formation of a family. 1be legal and social aspects of marriage are 

fully observro in Mirpur and a marriage is performro with th!: consent of panners and in 

the pI"!:sence of whol!: family. 11 is the main ev!:nt that establishes relationship between 

diff!:rent fami lies and binds members of same Biraderi and villag!:. The arrangement of 

" 



such relationship is sokly the responsibility of parents. The marria~ between British and 

MiJpwi family goes under iI process. " .. rueh is same m all lhcsc types of marriages. 

Because a.xOfding to the: circumstances, this process ~omes inevitable and v.itbout 

going through this process. the marriage between British and Mirpuri family can not be 

performed. 

4.3.1 Al""l""ival or Bdtis h family 

The process of marriage bet .... een families living in England and Mirpur takes place in 

different stages. 1be Il"I05t important thing is prcse:ncc of both parties It one place at the 

same time. This can only be practiced if the fiUl\ily living in Mirpur goes \0 England 0( 

family living in England come \0 Mirpur. Laner is observed in MirpW". So, afltr the: 

acce:pWlCe of marriage proposal from both parties. the British family comes 10 Mirpur. 

They usually live in thtir rclath~s' i".ousc but some h3\~ their separate homes in Mirpur 

and they live o\"er there. After their arrival. they start marriage prepan.tions. 

4.3.2 Marriage Ceremonies 

After the arri\"Bl of British fiUl\ily, and with the consent of both families, the date: of 

marriage is finalized. In this ceremony, the elden or both families finalize the dale of 

marriage. Family of groom goes 10 the: house: o f bride. where the: family of bride: also 

serves them. Both parties finalize the date, which suits them. This ceremony is called 

~Oyairay Paana"{to final the date}. The gap belween this ceremony and marriage is 

usually of 2 to J weeks. Within this period, both parties h3\~ 10 prepare thell15Clvc:s for 

mamage. 



Mehndi: The ceremony of Mehodi is perfonned in both bride's and groom's house, 

separ.l1ely, before the day of B:uat. Umally the family of groom (e)[cepl sroom) goes 10 

the house of bride: along .... ith the Mehndi.. The female members of groom's family lead 

their family while going 10 bride's home, with plates of Mehndi in their hands having 

glo .... ing candles. Tbty sing marriage songs all the way. The family of bride reeeives 

them at the entrance of their house or at the etltmICe of marriage ball. In some families.. 

family of bride also performs same ceremony. On Mehndi, the panicipanlS &I"c 

"Salami" to groom, and bride, which are in the shape of rupees and also PUI Mehndi on 

the hands of bride and pUIS oil on the: bead of groom. Some people also spend a large 

amounl ofmone)" on fire ..... orks and at the end of cemnony they are $eO'ed with dinner. 

Baral: On the day of Baml, groom with his family and relali>-es goes to bride's house. 

BUI mostly it happens in marriagc halls.. .... "here the family of bride reech'es Baral. After 

Nikah, all participants enjoy lunch and after the lunch. the family of bride says Good·bye 

to wir bride and groom on Rukhsati. 

Valima: Usually, after the very next day of Banll, the ceremony of ValirnD is performed 

from groom side. They invile all their relati\'eJ and also relati\'eJ of bride. All 

participants are served with lunch and after lunch they gi~ "Naendr1l" (marriagc gift in 

shape of cash) to groom's side. 

4.3.3 De-parlure of Brilish family 

Whc:n lhe Bri tish family amves Mirpur. mostly they have 3 to 4 month holidays with 

them. Marriage prepanuiorl$ and marriage procdS takes the time of almost 2 months. 

After fcw days of marriage, both bride and groom files the case for visa in British 

embassy, where she argue that (if bride is from British fami ly) I am citizen of Britain and 



recently married in Mirpur, please trant visa 10 m}' husband. so he can Iille with me ill 

England. Groom ghoes inten·iew In embassy and the) relwn back and wait for their \.jsa 

appro\'al. ... hich lakes U5UlIlly 'One or t\\'O )ears. At the end of thei r holidays, the British 

family departs to England along ""i th briddgroom. These families usually anive .... ith 

relUm tickets with them 

4.3.4 Departure of Respondenl 10 Britain 

Aner the departure of his bride. tilt groom wllits for the reply from the embassy. This 

~S5 may take a year or two. And aner getting visa from embassy, groom tries to go 

, herr; as soon as possible. And he departs to Britain within one or t"""O months after 

gening visa. 

4.3.5 Residerilial Pattern nn d Jobs of Respondents in Britain 

According to the data, 87% of my respondents are male (27 OUI of total] I). And after 

going to England, they use 10 live with their ""ife·s family (uxorilocal) until they buy 

their separate home. The male, who goes to Britain afier marriage, is termed as ~Mujahid 

Force" by British Mirpuris. They usually do their job in factories or in take ways. 

Whate\er he earn in Bri tain, he also saves some amount for his family living in Mirpur. 
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Cha pte r N 5 

CAUSES OF DISSOLUTION 

Dissolution means the brt:aking t;p of something. And with the refert:nce of marrill~ 

dissolution, it means., both "separation" and "Divon:e". In this study 740/. (23/)1) cases 

.... ~re of divorce and, 22". (0713 I) wert: of separation. 

Dissolution (DivofCC' and separation) since it disintegrates the family unity is, of 

course, a social evil in itself, but it is • necc:ssary evil. It is bena to wreck thoe future 

happiness of the parties by binding them to a companionship that has become odiOll5. 

Islam .150 gi,'cs the right of dissolution to both, men and women, if they .rt: unhappy 

Bnd unsatisfied .... ith each other. "But if they separate. Allah will eompensate each other 

out of His abundance, Allah is ever All-embracing, All-Knowing" (Al-Nisa, 130;~). 

An analysis of this study shows that dissolution in each ease was the result of 

inter-related factors. • chain of even~ rather than one single factor. The combLnlll1on of 

facton involved gradually aecurm.lated 10 the point where the only means perceived by 

the pany or parties for reducing stress was dissolution of the marri.ge. 

Mostly the phenomena of dissolution happened in Srilllin not In Mirpur. In 

Britain, women are legally independent in their decisions. No one can fon:e them or 

forbade them to do anything, even their part:nts, the males who goes from Mirpur to 

Britain depends on their wives in Britain. So, that's why, according to the data 80% 

marriages dissol\oed on .... ife '5 initiltive. 

With respect to the cases d dissolution cited by the ~pondents it may be noted 

that each ease is some .... hat unique as for as the different personalities and cireumstances 

involved is concerned. Nevertheless, a centf1li core of cultural norms, which \\~re shared 

by all respondents, gB,'e raise to number of common problems. For the purpose of .. 



disclWion. hence, il has been possible 10 de,"dop a Iypology oflhe common panems thai 

emerged from the various ca~ ,iven for the: dissolulion of marriage. An analysis of 

these provides qualitalive insighl inlO the common causes of dissension, which led to 

dissolution in the small number of QlSCS studied 

Since the final break up in each Cll$c is anributilb!c 10 numerous factors, the SlIme 

subjects are repeatedly referred to. as the various causes of mania! failure are discussed. 

!be common factors resulting in marital failure are discussed below; 

• Non-cooperati\·e aniltide of wife. 

• Inlcrferenceofin-la",'5. 

• Unwillingness for marriage. 

• Non-cooperative altitude of husband. 

5.1 NON-COOPERA Tl VE ATTITUDE OF WIFE 

Study revcaled that 12 out of 31 dissolutions were due to non-cClOpera1ivc altitude of 

wife. Causa of dissolution are ,1Ified, as were the individual personalities and 

circumstances. Each case srudy has its o ..... n unique causes, process, and consequences. 

Cast S tudy I 

In this case, respondenl married ",;11 his Father"s Brother's Daughter. The groom was a 

low educated person having a job of dishwasher in a hotel. Conflict $larted when he 

forbade his "'ife not 10 remain OI..tside the: home from morning 10 eveninl "'ith her 

friends. His wife refused to do so and asked him, "doo'tlJ)' to forbade me I am free: to go 

anywhere, who are you to ask me, if you want 10 stay here then calm down otherwise go 

back 10 Pakistan". After Ihis he lalked 10 his parents in Pakislan, they advised him to 
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leave her. He again persuaded her ... ife 10 refrain from her doing bUl ~ replied the same. 

than he di,"Orttd her and returned bad; 

Can Study 2 

Relationship of respondent with his wife was of cross cousin and she was his MOlher·s 

Brother's Daughter's. Both .... 'ere doing there jobs in Britain ..... hile doing the job 

respondent reali~ thaI ""th his salary both of them can live easily and there remains 00 

need of his wife'sjob. So he asked her to leave the: job. Bul she refused to do so and told 

him that she .... '11 1101 abandon the job. This ..... as the beginning of SOUl" relations, which 

ullLmaleiy broke the IIllIfilal companionship. 

Can Sludy J 

Wife of my respondent was daushter of his Father's Mother's Brother. His wife was 

indulging in such indecent activities, whieh .... 'ere not acceptable a' any eost to him His 

... ife ..... as a smoker and drinker, DIXI she used 10 spend maximum time ... ith his male and 

female friends. So be used to ask her to quit these activities (drinking, smoking, spending 

time: outside the homc:) but she did not pay much anention towards this issue. After 

continuous requests, he found the best solution in the divorce, she was also agreeing to 

this solution because she was also red up by his continuous interference. 

Case SIudy4 

In this c:asc:, wife never performa;! any household job as if she had no interest to do so. 

She never cooked anything for bet husband e.g. breakfasts, lunch and dinner. all "'"15 to 

be brought by the husband from hotel. She even never served the meals. Instead of this, 

be used to str .. e her on the lable. She never bothered to remove the polll from table to 
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kilClw:n. Sometimes he made breakCast at home but she never helped him in this proc:n.s. 

He used to ask her to take interest in domestic chores at least in cookinl but she never 

lave positive response. Instead shc replied that I don·tl!3.\e any interest what SO ever in 

these tasks. This non-cooperath'e attitude from her side was the main reason of 

dissolution. 

C.se Study 5 

He .. lias engaged with his Father'S Brother's Daughter al her O .... TI choice After the Nikah 

but before Rukhsali, she told him that she was pregnant for fDlu months and this baby 

belongs to her boyfriend. He demanded her to lea .. ·e her boy friend but she said that she 

couldn't leave her boy friend rather you acCCpt this child as yours and I will ammge your 

slay in Britain he refused her offer because this situation was nOI acceptable for him at 

any cost. So he divorced her, and renullcd bact.; to MiipUr. 

c.st Study 6 

In this case, respondent married with his F.ther's Brother Daughter. Both of them had • 

commitment before marriage that they will stay in MilJlur. But after sometime of 

marriage, her cousins initiated her 1:0110 stay in MilJlur and leue for Brilain on grounds 

of hOI weather conditions and bad medical facilities in Mirpur as her cousins lnIpped her. 

She returned to England and also insisted her husband to join her but he refused to do 

bcc:ausc be was running his o ..... n hospital in Mirpur. He pm:uaded her to come back but 

she did not do that. This process took 4 ~ yean but when she refused 10 return back, he 

divorced her and remarried in Mirptl". 

.. 



Can Siudy 7 

In this case Ihe relationship be~ftII husband IUld "'ife \\-'lIS DOt of blood but of same 

caste. After going England, he came to know that her ",ife is interested in her boyfriend 

who is IIiready marned and had fow children. Howe\'er her anirude was quite norma.l and 

she never made me suspicious. One day she went out of borne IUld when she did not 

return back late night, her parents 5llII1ed searthing her, but in vain. After one week her 

pam1ts found her and bring her back to home. In this period father of respondent went to 

England. In the presence of all relalives, his father asked thaI once. girl has eloped ",ith 

her boyfriend., il is a SYo'ear mistake as w~1I as. dishonor for the .... "hole family. II is more 

shameful 10 allow her come back and fe.reside in home. He also agKed with his falber 

and divo~ed her. 

Case Study 8 

Respondml was married nol y"ith h.s rcl.ti,"tS but in !he same caste. This wife's attituck 

tov ... ttl him was fine. 1bey had three children 100. After 12 )"al"5 of marriage. her cousin 

(Mother's Brother's Son) also weN to England. His ",ife staned lak.ina interest in her 

cousin. Her attitude also changed IUld she SlMted accusing her husband of allegedly 

indecem behavior. She told British home office that she doesn't want to live with her 

husband.. So home office gne her. separate borne. Two child.tenjoined her mother while 

one child I=fer=110 Ih-c .... ith his father after the separation, whtreas she married with 

"" '""""-
Can Study' 

Wife of respond en I was the daughter of his Mothers Brother. Inherent problem was that 

she was not interested in him although her marriage was not by force and her parents had 
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consultt'd her befort' marriage. At that time she agreed but after marriage I tame to kno\l 

that she IS Inttrated in somcone else. 1 trit'd lot to convince ber bot she rcfU$d to li,'e 

\lith me. So, after arranging Indefinite Sta) for me. she gave me divorce, and married 

herself to an outcaste man aftn two ,,"uks of di"orce. 

Case Study 10 

He was married with his father's Brother·s Daughter. She was very moody and hol­

tempeml one-day guests paid a visit to tMm. his mother asked her to make tea for the 

guest5, she in tum replied that am I your servant to make lea for the guests and also 

abused the: mother. He slapped his \life but she also sianed abusing him, After this 

incident she refused to bring him in 10 England. She demanded divorce via her advocale 

in England. So he gave divorce 10 her. 

Cast Stud} 11 

He .... "8S married not in his blood rtlati\'eJ but in the same caste. After marriage she w~nl 

back to England. She used to call him daily_ The documents sent by her to him for 

applying the visa, wert incomplete wilen he told her about the documents she tame to 

Mirpur and went embassy with him on the tum of her interview, she sa"e only two 

minutes interview and lold me that embassy has: rtjected our case. After that he came to 

know thai she lold the embassy thE! she don't want 10 live .... im him, Ihat's why they 

rejected the case. After 2 weeks of the rejection of case, she w"Cnt back 10 England. She 

did not e,'en inform him about the birth of child, as she never contacted. him_ She !Old 

him thaI she w-ould not give the ch~d 10 him until his l6-year age. He was of the view 

that she will be fine after some timt But she demanded divorce via her advocate. In the 

meantime, his child died at the age of 09 months. This time 100 she also did not inform 
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him about the death of child. and she also did not send the dead body to him. Afta this, I 

gave her divorce. 

Cast Study 12 

She married in her caste but not in blood relatives. Alter 0) months of marriage, he wenl 

back 10 England. He usallO call haonce in month. On the other hand. she was willil\i in 

&<ling 10 England 10 her husband. S~ also continuously req\ll!Sled him on phone, bul he 

!IC'\'a ga"e positive response. In spi:e of binh of girl, he did 001 call her. After two yan 

of marriage, withoul any conflict &.1d reason, be: senl divorce from England to htr and 

married with a wealthy and aged widow. 

Going through these 13 case studies where non-cooperative and hoSlile attilude of 

wife lead 10 the dissolution il is ays.ta.I clear that for sustainabilily of a marriage. it is 

necessary al!he part of spouse's to compromise, undastand, and respecl the ideas of each 

othef. They must care for mutual likings and disliking. But it is seen in !he present cases 

that the \Ioife ~ for none of these things. It happmed mostly where the wife belonged 

10 England and husband to Mirpur. 

In Pakistani culture, social mobility o f women is limited and also checked by 

men. But in England women are free 10 move anywhere without the permission of 

husband. This glaring shift requires compromise at !he part of both !he panies. 

Contrarily wbem'et their husbands not to remain outside the house unnecessarily 

asked !he wives tbey responded awessively and threatened them. Husbands kep( silent 

out o f necessity howe,'CT they were unhappy over the state of affairs. Illicit sex relations 

were also factors for separationldi5S0lulion. Having boyfriends in.-En&land is quite 
/' 
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normal but it is considered highly immoral in Mirpur. It .... 'lIS IOld by the male respondents 

that their wi~es had boy friends_ Wilen they were asked to iea"e them, they rerllSed to do 

so. It was highly shameful and not at:ceptab!e al any eost for them. So Ihis sUIte of affairs 

led 10 the dissolution. Use of drugs at the part of wi~·es is also a cause of the same. In 

most cases, it is observed that the husband's were dependent upon wives families for 

residence. In case they showed any disliking regarding their wives attitude they were 

threatened to leave the residence. 

5,2 INTERFERENCE OF IN-LAWS 

According to the field findings, inte,ference of in laws was responsible for dissolving 10 

marriages OUi of IOtai 31. Then: were also some other allied factors towards ending these 

marriages. The rele\1U\1 case studies are; 

Case Study I 

In this case, respondent married with his Mother's Brotber's Daughter. She wenl back 

after 03 months of marriage and returned back after 10 months. He felt a marked change 

in the behaviour ofbis "ire's and father·in-Iaw. 

One day, they all ",-eOI to attend a marriage of their relative. When they returned 

back, bis wife and fillher-in-law were packing their luggage. He asked them that where 

wen: they going? They said we m going to England. He inquired his wife too. She 

replied that since my father is dema.1ding me that's why we are going. My father in law 

blamed me that I didn't treat well ny "ife, and did not care her, which .... 'lIS a halideS! 

allegation. My fatber in law's statement was totally incorrect. All of us tried to stop them 
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but they did not. I also asked my "ife many times bUI w said that she cannot do 

anything against the will ofher falMr. So. they wl:nllO England without any reason. 

C.se Study 2 

Both panners wl:re eross eousins. She was daughleT of his Father's Sister. He wenl 10 

England after two years of his mamage and Starled his job in a factory. Problem aroused 

after four months wben his parents·in-law started asking him nol 10 sent money to your 

parents and whaleVeT you earn, gi"e it 10 US, and forgel your parents. His wife also 

supported her parents. In this situation, it was impossible for him not 10 support his 

parents, who were economically dependent on him and Slay with parents in law. He tried 

his best but his parents in law did /KIt change their demand. So he left his home after one 

month of this conflict, on the complaint of his parents in law, Britisb ~Iome Office also 

cancelled his visa. lnafs why he had 10 return hack. 

C.se Study J 

The relationship between spouses was of cross eousins. After having eonflict with his 

wife OVeT the issue ofber job, attitude of his parents in laws also played a detrimental role 

in the dissolulion. His uncle was settled there near his house. AfteT the death of his father, 

his uncle used 10 look afteT him. He used 10 visil his uncle's home frequently who were 

near by him. His parents in law Starlro forbidding him not to go to his uncle's home, TIlis 

was not acceptable to him because he ne\'cr differentiated belween his father and uncle. 

lbe obje<:tion of his parents in law was not right His wife also did not support her 

husband but parents and she also tried to force: him to obey her parents. He refused 10 

obey his parents·in-law. 



Cue Study 4 

He was married , .... ith his rclali\ocs and his wife was his second COUSln. After marriage she 

went back 10 England. Conflict aroLiSed when he sent special sw~ts to England made of 

~desi ghee" (pure gbec). His mothet in law hy temperamcnt was a very suspicious person. 

AI that lime she had pus in her backbone and was in much trouble, After ealing those 

sweelS her pain increased and became unbearable for her, God knows better that whethcr 

it "''lIS because: of the sweets or just by chance. She sllIrIed blaming her son-in-law thaI 

this was only because of sweets having amulets to kill her. She publicized it that he 

wanted to kill her and his wife also started blaming him. His mother in law asked her 

daughter nOi to go to her husband in Mirpur and also not tn bring him 10 England. He 

tried his best to clarify but they didn'llisten. When they did IIOt change their view. he left 

them and remarried in the family of his brother's in laws. 

Cue Study 5 

Along ... ith the conflict with his wife O''CT her lIOn-serious attitude towards domestic 

chores, he "''lIS also continuously disturbed by his parents in law, After geaing visa one 

)ocar of his marriage, his parents in taw demanded thaI he should stay in their home in 

spite of his o ... n separate house in England. It was impossible for him 10 live in his wife's 

house: allhough he had his o ... n house and also his brothers were settled there and they 

also had their own homes, But his parents in law insisted conlinuously to reside with 

them, His wife also supported her parents IIOtthe husband, On this wmeccssary demand 

of his parents in laws, he did not go England and got separated. 
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C:ue Study 6 

He got married with the daughter of his Mother's Brother. He went to England after 02 

yean of his marriage and resided in his wife's home. Conflict started just after 04 

months. Reason being that, sister of his wife was di"orced after their marriage and his 

parents in law were of the "iew that his sister living in his ncighborhood had a role in the 

divorcc of thcir daughter. His in laws had hatrrd in their heart towards his sistcr. So they 

started forbidding him not to go to his sister's house. It was "el)' difficult for him to do 

so. His in·laws used abusivc language for his siSler. He al$O tried to refrain his wife from 

doing so but she said thaI her parents and siblings wcre very right sincc your sister is the 

real culprit. In these cireumstllnccs, his further Slay in his wife's house became 

impossible. So he left the home and went to his sister's house. At tbis, his wife gave 

statement to "The Immigration Office" that they havc been separated. Then ,.[ migration 
guBp'~ 

Office" deported him. Ii"'" <; 1 ::":. 
'0 

CasC'Study 7 

,{ 0 
' .. 

+ •• '~r<_, 
He was married with his Father's Sister's Daughter. Their spousal relations 

. , 

terms. But the problem was bis uncle (Father's Brother) who trapped his mother in law 

(Father's Sister). The reason was that they had their ancestral profession of grocery. His 

U/lcle also had a shop of same profession. Problem aroused when they opened a new shop 

nC3fby his uncle's shop. His uncle developed professional jealousy o,'er this. So his uncle 

started trapping his mother in law by telling lies about him and also misguided her. The 

main purpose of his uncle was to ruin their good relations in which he succeeded. His 

mother in law asked him to lea~ her daughtcr but he refused to do so. But when she 

insisted continuously then he said that if his ",ifc would ask him fnr divorce then I would 
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do it. otherwise, never. But his mother in law did nol accept it. He tried to eonviocc: his 

mother in law hut of no avail. This process took two years bul when this conflict could 

nol be resolved, he gave divorce to his ",ife againsllhe "'ill of his ov,n, his wife and his 

parents. He remarried after 07 years of dh'orce but her "'ife did not marry again. 

C.u Study 8 

He married ",ithin his caste nOI in blood relatives. He had commitment with his ""ife to 

live io his brother's house not in her house. After few weeks o f marriage. his mother in 

law be<:ame very ill and his ",ife had to go to England. When his mother in law Ittovered 

she refused to send her daughter to him and also demanded him to stay with them. This 

demand was not acceptable for him when he went to England his mother in law did nOi 

allow him to meel his wife. His wife also tried to convioce her mother but io vain. He 

went again to his mother io law with elders of the family. lbey also tried to convince her 

bul she did not. Then his wife told him that it is the requirnnent of circumstances and a 

necessity that we should be got separated. So unwillingly he had to give di\'orce to his 

"'ife, only because of his mother·in-law. 

Case Study 9 

She married within her caste. She: .... 'Cnt to England after one year of her marriage, the 

main reason was rude behavior of her mother in law although her husband was good 

towards her. Just after one week, ~he handed over to her the charge of kitchen. Her 

mother in law did not allow her to sit and chat with the wife of her husband's brother. 

Her mother in law also stopped her to spend even some time with her husband. She 

always tried to keep the couple away from each other. After 06 months she stopped her to 
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do kitchen works and locked her into a separate room without any reason. She did nOt 

allow her to change and bath. When she used to go 10 washroom. she used to stand 

outside the door and start beating the door. Her husband was under IOtal control of his 

mother. He did not forbid his motw.,r in doing so. She remained in this eondition for three 

months and after 03 months her mother-in·law brought her Pakistan when she arrived at 

Islamabad airport, foul odour was emitting of her body and lices in her hair because of 

threc months without balh. She "''as admiued in hospi tal for one week. Doctors out of 

surprise remarked, "was this girl married with a man or to a beast"? Her mother in law 

went back to England after one week. She refused to go to her husband and gOI 

separation. 

Cnc Study 10 

His wife was not his blood relative but from the same tasle. Both, husb:md and wife wert 

happy with their marital life but his father in law was unhappy with this situation, without 

any reason. His father-in-law was married, thrice. His father·in-law fon:ed his wife to 

leave him and also did not let her to go to Pakistan to her husband. His wife wanted to 

come to Pakistan but his father·in·law stopped her. Problem went on to its peak when his 

rather-in-law sued a case for divorce in Jehlum court. His father-in-law had giveo bribe to 

the judge so without any testimony judge announced his decision against him. Father-in­

law did ali lhis because he was aware that his daughter would never divorce her husband, 

that's why he gave bribe to the judge. Thus dissolution happened. 

Going though Ihese 10 e~ il is evident that interference of in-law'S lead to 

dissolution of marriage. 
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In Mirpur it is supposed unreasonable to inlerfere in domeslie or familial issues, 

and prh'aey of a family is greatly fa,'ouml bul il is seen in case of respondents thai their 

in-laws ~ 10 interfere and PUI mreasonable restrielions over them, For instance, the 

behavior of parents-in-law in our society in loving, caring and respeclfullo"''llros her son­

in-law bul in the cases srudied, il is seen thai behavior of parents-in-law lowards their 

sons-in-law was imposing, propeJtial and dictatorial. For ill5tance, they put restraints 

upon social relalioll5 of their sons-in-law_ They forbade them in straight words 10 keep 

any relalioll5 whatsoe\'er with their close relatives. They asked them oot to send money 10 

their family in Mirpur. In 03 cases, respondents "''ell: forced to Ih'e in the house of their 

wives' parents. Although they were having their own residence they disliked thi s 

enforcement as a dishooor for them. llic manifest reason being that it is shameful at the 

pan of son-in-law tn reside in the hoU'ie of in-laws as local norms do nol permil 10 do so. 

This faclor lxaune a conflict belwem panics that led to the diSSoOlution, 

5.3 UNWILLINGNESS FOR MARRIAGE 

06 cases of marriage diSSoOlution fall in this category, whieh comprises 200/. of total 31 

cases studied. Aharon Layish high6ghted this problem in his book (Marriage, Divorce 

and Sucussion in the Druze Family) as "Forced marriages, brought about through 

pressure from guardians and relati\e5, carry the seeds of divorce" (P, 139; 1982). This 

problem as srudied by Aharon has aJso played a role in dissolving the marriages in my 

study_The six cases arc as under; 
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Cue Study 1 

He .... 'as manied in his distant relati~= of his mother side. He came to know after the 

marriage that his .... ife .... 'as not interested in this marriage and her parents did it .... ;th 

force. He tried his best to make her happy but she "''as always unhappy and uneasy. She 

was interested in someone else. So she staned requesting him to divort:e her. Thus he 

divorced her after one year of marriage. Ironically Cllough the person in whom, his wife 

.... 'as interested and for whom she gOt divoroe, got married somewhere else. 

Case Study 2 

His marriage "''as arranged with the daughter of his Mother's Brother. He got divorce 

from his wife after 06 months of their marriage as she .... 'aS interested in someone else but 

her parents did IIOt consult her in before marriage de<:ision. She was unhappy with this 

marriage, so she divorced him after 06 months of marriage and married a person living in 

Britain. 

Case Study J 

This female respondent "''as married with the son of her mother's sister. She went 

England after one year of marriage. Anitude of all .... 'as fine .... ith her except her husband. 

His anirude towards her .... 'as of ignOring, he also always tried to a\'oid her and never 

talked .... ith her, happily. She came 10 know after sometime that he was not interested in 

this marriage and he only did so on the request of his pareOIS. He did oot change his 

atti tude e,'en after the binh of a child. Sbe requested him to treat her as a wife but be 

replied that he don't want iO li\'e with her anymore. When the circumslanCes turned 

unhell11lble, then snr left her home and went to her brother's house. after 03 yean; of 

marriage. He De"cr contacted her. He sent divorce to her after two )'ears of separation. 



Can Study 4 

He was married with the daughter of his father's brother. He went to England after I If, 

year of marriage and started his "''Crk as a til!l\ driver. She was not interested in him but 

her parents did so by force.lnfact, me was interested in older brother of her husband. He 

tried his best, but she gave divorce to him after twO yean of their mamage. She came 

back. to Mirpur and married with the elder brother of her previous husband. Now they are 

living happily. 

Case S tudy 5 

His wife "'"lIS daughter of his falher's brother. His uncle and Aunty brought their daughter 

10 Pakistan for outing. They told her that the puipOSC of their visit here was 10 meet the 

blood relatives. But iM;y arranged h~r marriage wi thout her consent. She became silent at 

the foreed decision of her parents hut when she went to England she eloped with a 

Pakistani boy in spite of her two·month-old child. She refused to come back to her house 

so her parents diso"'lled her. His father in law took can: of his child. 

Cast S tudy 6 

His wife was not from his close relatives but from same caste. After the "Nikah" she 

went back 10 England but did nol call him and also did not contact him. The reason was 

that she was nol interested in this marriage but her parents did it by force. Neither she nor 

he gave divorce bUllhey got 5epar!lted. None of tbem remamed. 

The above SLX case studies amply reveal tkat dissolution occurred due to 

unwillingness for marriage, a factor thai if kepl in mind would not have ended in disaster. 
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It is evident that girls were not interested in man)'ing the respondents. They did it 

just to show courtesy towards their parents or they wen! mischievously brought to 

Pakistan just to visit relatives but were stressed to marry with respondents before leaving 

Pakistan. lbis unwillingness could ItOt sustain the marriage contract due to absence of 

willingness. Even afterwards mutual understanding could not develop between spouses 

and marriages ended in dissolution. 

5.4 NON-COOPERATIVEAITlTUDE OF HUS BAND 

Five cases of dissolution belong to this category. In these cases partners (husbands) 

belonged to Mirpur had also their role in dissolving their marriages. We cannot say that 

British partners made all mistakes but Mirpuri partners also played detrimental role in 

IUming their martial life problematic. The follo .... ;ng case SlUdies throw light upon this 

Issue. 

Case Study 1 

He was married in his distant relatives but both partners know each other before their 

marriage. They got married in Englind and then they came back to Mirpur. But she never 

complained him for any thing. Whe:l she went back to England her mother I15ked him to 

leave her. 1lH: cause Vo'llS that he gave very little time to his wife. Instead he used to spend 

his all time with his friends. She also requested him to gi\'e her required time but he did 

not bother. So because of his attitude, she refused to live with him. 

Case S tudy 2 

He was married with the daughter of his Father's Sister. He went to England after o~ 

year of marriage. Hc was hot-tempered and also abusive. Over littlc things, like {over the 
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eboice ofmcal. o,~ the taste of meal C:1e). He bceamc Mgt)" and abused her. She used to 

tell each and C:"c:!)'thing to her ~nts, 50 one day, when he apin misbehaved wilb his 

wife, he was $C"erely beaten by his parents·in·law, and also sued for di'orce. So after OS 

months of case:, dh"Orce was granted through the court. 

Can Siudy 3 

He got lI1iIlTied in his distant relativcs. He was told that he .... ·otild be married wjlb 

younger daughter but he was married .... ith elder one. So he ..... mt to England after one: 

year o(maniagc:. He took some: time: in .djustinJ ... ilb his "ife:. 

One: day he: came: late at niYIl. His "ife: staned q~ioning him soon aftc:r his 

entrance in the house:. He .... "aS ,'cry bred and wanted to go to upSUlirs but his \,ife stopped 

him. He pushc:d her with his bands but unfortW1.ately her hand burnt "ilh the wall heater 

by the push of her husband. His ",ifc: sbrtcd trying. By this noise: their neighbors called 

the police. His ",ife: told the policeoc:n that htt husband bas burned him. So policemen 

&nested him, He: lold !hem many tir.Je$ !hal il ..... lI$ just M occident: he had no intentions 

10 do so, 

His ",ife refused 10 Ii"e ",ilb him anymore, bc:cause she: W:l! frlghlc~ now. She 

also asked through police to deport him thus the marriage ended in I disaster. 

CISe: Sludy" 

He married "'ith his cross cousin ..... ho was daughter of his Mother's Brother. She SUI)-ed 

in Mirpur one: rear after the: marriat;e: then she retumcd back to England.. He also wenl 

England after two years of mamage. He ..... a5 indulged in bad habits like smoking and 

drinking, his parents also tried their best to stOp him. but of no use:. He: could not abstain 
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lbo5e habits e\'en afler his marriaF. He al$O used to misbehave with her after dnnking 

His .... ife requested him may lim:s to qUIt this Ju.bit. but he never showed positive 

response. She also told her father bJI her father advised ber to bear it and wait for change 

Her father also requested her nOI 10 give him divorce. However he did not quit those 

habits. So, one. day when he was 0111 for work. His wife committed suicide in ber home. 

She did nat len any leller but he v.'U sure Ihal she did only bcuusc of his altitude. 

Cue Study S 

This fern.a1e respondent married v.ith the $On of her Mother's Father's Brother, She wenl 

10 England after one year of her marriage. After few weeks of her $On's birth, ber brother 

was murdered in Mirpur so she came back to Mirpur v.ith ber husband while her son was 

in Britain with his Father's SiSler. After IWO weeks, he left bis wife in Mirpur and wcnt 

back to Britllin without IIny conn:ct. After going to Britain, he: married .... ith II British 

non·Mushm. He also did not give L"IC baby 10 his molhcr. 

In thc above five cases, husband5' attitude was not cooperativc but it was in 

aceorda.nec with their cui lure. For instance, smoking, wife abusing. aggressivc behavior, 

and spending less lime with wife. They were asked to abandon these habits but they did 

not bother about it because for thcm these were nOl. as serious mattcrs as 10 lead to 

marriage dissolulion sincc these lite normally the behavioral charaeleriSlics of husbands 

in Mirpur. BUI for their wi,'cs, these "-ere nalllCCcptable. that's why they divMed them . 
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Chapter II 6 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

According to the field findings, detailed case studies and their analysis, it comes to light 

that aU the reasons leading to marriage dissolution are rooted in cultural differences 

between England and Mirpur. 

Both partners belong to two different countries having their separate and different 

cultural bad:grounds nonns and behaviors etc. One from Mirpuri culture and other from 

British culture. Families of British panners does nol indigenously belong to Britain but 

are migrated from Mirpur. Each case has its own causes of dissolution but some also fall 

in certain categories and thus have m sharp line of demarcation. 

I ha\'e seen that both cultures differ from each other in teons of relationship 

between husband and wife. In Mirpuri culture, evCl)' movement of wife is checked and 

5aOCiioned by her husband and she has to seek peonission from him before stepping out 

of the home. Her husband also questions her. But si tuation in Britain is opposite, women 

can move freely anywhere and an}1ime. There is no check upon them from any side. No 

one can ask, question and force them. Having boyfriends in England is not considered a 

taboo but is an accepted noon but it is highly immoral in Mirpur. II was lold by male 

respondents that their wivc:s had boyfriends and when they were asked to leave them, 

they refused. In Mirpur, to interfere in the familial affairs of other is considered morally 

bad. Mostly people use to avoid this situation but respondents told that they were 

interfered and oddly restricted by their in laws. 1lIe attitudes o f parents-in-Ia .... -:s towards 

respondents were of imposing and dictatorial nature. They also tried 10 limit their social 

relations and forced them not 10 send money 10 their parents living in Mirpur. They also 

compelled them to Ih'e in their house. All this does not prevail in Mirpur. 
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Non-cooperative attitude of male panners, who belonged \0 Mirpur, also played a 

pivotal role in dissolution. They had habits of aggressive behavior, smoking, abu<;ing elC. 

these: are considered manly behaVDral chanlcteristics of husbands in Mirpur, which are 

not at all acceptable for their wives in England. 

In Mirpur, pamlts usually don't invite their daughter's willingness in the decision 

of their marriage. It is all in the haOOs of their parents and they cannot go against it. The 

same is not true in Britain because perwns brought up there are in an independent culture 

where e\·eryone is free in is hislher decisions. But ·when the parents of Britisb partnelS 

IIUIlT)' them with respondents against their ... ill, that marriage contract did not go long. 

They did it just to show counesy towards their parents but when they went back to 

England, they dissolved the marriage conlnlct. 

All these causes are directly related to cultural norms, which are altogether 

different in Mirpur and Great Britain. 1l!c main reason behind these marriages is 

migration from Mirpur to England. This is the impact, imparted by the migration on the 

institution of marriage. Thus we can safely conclude that the reasons behind dissolution 

of marriages are mainly caused by cultural differences. Hence, the hypothesis may be 

accepted as true on anthropological basis. 
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Total respondents' 

M_, 

Female: 

Yun 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

Sialus 

Divorced 

Divorced and remarried 

"'_01 
Separated and remarried 

Died 

Table 7 

Sotial profile ortb, relpondrnts 

Persons 

31 

27 .. 
TableS 

Ag' 

Pusons 

03 (t .... ,o females) 

15 (1 .... '0 females) 

07 

" 
01 

Table 9 

Marilal Stltus 

Penons 

23 (two females) 

10 

07 (one female) 

OJ 

01 (female) 

Prrtrntagc 

100 

" 
i3 

Putrnlage 

10 

48 

22 

I' 

OJ 

Percentage 

74 

22 

.. 
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Type 

Anongol 

eo" 
Arranged + Love 

Casle Endogamy 

Relalion 

Father's brother's son 

Father's brother's daughter 

Father's sister's son 

Father's sister's daughter 

Mother's brother's son 

Mother's brother's daughter 

Mother'S lister's son 

Mother's sister's daughter 

Father's relatives 

Mother's relatives 

Tlbl~ 10 

Typa: or Marriagrs 

Ptnollll 

23 

03 

OS 

31 

Table II 

Relationship with lhe Spouse 

Penonl 

· 
06 

· 
03 

· 
06 

01 

· 
02 

04 

Oul offamily but within Qaum 09 

Puttnlagt 

74 

10 

" 
100 

Prrcenlagt 

· 
20 

· 
10 

· 
20 

3 

· 

• 
Il 

29 

.. 



Lenl 

I·' ... 
9·10 

11· 12 

13·14 

I S·16 

"""" 

T.ble 12 

Lt"\Id of EdualioD 

Pfl"llOnS 

03 

116 

" 
01 

03 

02 

02 Ph. 0 

Pen:eol.ge 

10 

21 

41 

04 

10 

07 

07 
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INTERVIEW GUIDE 

SPOUSE SELECfION PROCESS 

» What ..... as your age at marriage? 

lo> What was your Wife/Husband's age al marriage! 

,. How ..... as your Wifc/Husband chosen? 

» Were you engaged? If so, how long? 

}> When you go 10 England after marriage? 

,. YourstayinEngland? 

» What is duration of your marriage? 

CAUSE OF DIVORCE 

lo> How long you stayed withyour spouse? 

,. What .... "aS your ..... ifdhusband's job and a\'erage monthly income? 

)0> Where did ),ou ]h'c after marriage, why? 

» Did you ever hit your wife or abuse her? (Did your husband ever hit or abuse 

you)? 

". What would you say was the main cause(s) ofyoUT divorce? 

,. How early in marriage did di fferences become evident? 

PROCESS OF DI VORCE 

". Which of you first suggested the idea o f divorce? 

» When was the final separation actually made? 

J;> When was the decision 10 divorce implemented? 

» How was the divorce brought about? 



~ How long did the process take? 

}- What was the legal ground for divoKe? 

, How long did your marriage last? 

l> How long have you been divorced? 

:> What is your age now? 

l> Where did you live after your final separntionfdivorce? 
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