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CHAI'TER: 01 

r[~~~--------~IN~I~RO~D~u~cn~ON''------_-----:J' 

l.l lNTRODuCno .... 

""amage IS II", basIC um\"e~l social mstltullon adm'ttmg ,""n and women to 

faOldy life. \[;Irriage IS ubiqUItous feature of human SO(ial O'I"ganizabOn and 

probably dl"\'eluped very earty on lhe roulSe of human social hIStory. 1lleN 

,ue many functKrn'i of marriage 10 fulfill pilK'fltal responsibility foc long t!':rID 

,nfanl nurtunng and education, social reguLahon of sexual rompehlion, 

orgaruzabOn of !it'~uill d,vISion of \.;Ioor, assessmenl of Individual to social 

group and SI31US, and the formillion of inler-group illliances ilnd exr:hanges. 

'!nell' are d,fferent types of mamage pilttl'nlS, but CUl'I"I':nl rt'$C'arch ~mdy 

emphil.sls on Ihe forred marnage:t and the factors relaled to these pallerns of 

marriage as well as the Iea'jORS boE-hind It. A gt"Ol'l'iIl impression ha.,-e taken 

that it Mushm women can not o~llI\ malrornolllitt ilffilirs bul!Jus is no! true. 

beo;:auw in l~b.m marnilge 15 a cnnlrx-t. In cekbrahng Uus C'OI\5ft1! of both the 

men lUlU WOmen is ","","lLll As ,\ Ilah say on Qura'n -Place not difficultie5 in 

1m' wily of their marrying lherr husbilnd If ,I is agreed between tho:m and 

lmdl'll'SS~ (AI-Qura'n, II 232). Tlus study deals With doifermt patterns of 

milmages hle marnage (w,lhoul consenl) SWilrilh. \'I"lw"r, a,ild M3rriage, 

Exchange Marnage and marriage whICh leads to female trafrlclmg. llus 

study also focu~ on the p5y.-ho[ogu;aleffeo:b on the spou§e 115 well 8S on the 

We of theu ch,ldren 

L2I'ROB LE.\ ' 

TIle problem of the pll'§enl rfSean;h revolves around the pattems of 

mamages and rlpeOaUy emphasIS on the lon:e-d marmges m the !(abal 

(Swat). TIle focus of the pn-senl study IS 10 know the marriag'" patterns, types 

-. 



of forred mamages. aOO tho.> effeo:ts of fota'd malTlilges OIl ~ 5OC1ny "no:! the 

!iOC\.~ 1 hfe of Ihe Spoil"'" 

1.J5TAT01(:-'" Of THE PROBLEM 

1>101rnag~ ~ th.> union bi..1weoen a male and femal~ to legJIlIn.ale the.r sexu"l 

reL1lwms ,,00 Lhlklwn born to them 10 recognue by legItimate status in the 

"iOOt't\' ~t..lT'IiIge 15 1110" war 10 r"",force family tIeS and Ihe way marriage IS 

alTilnged_ It refle<:ts ~ culturill.~ms ilnd values of lhe filmily and society_ 

AnlhffipologlSts have Ined 10 gIVe defimtion of marriag~ which suffICiently 

encompa5oSeS .IS ,'anaus mamfestlhOnS_ SooiII !lCicntist define .1 from the 

poml of vIeW of the k>glilmille slalus thai marriage accords to the duldwn e_g. 

-Milrriages is social alTimgemn.t by ,,'hich " child is given a Il'gitiJNte 

po-<;ihon III the society. determ",e by parenthood III the social se~· 

(Brown,; 195(}.5) 

The aun of m) re5eJrch was not only 10 de5Crlbe ceri.lln general asped3 of 

marriage by outlirung the patterns and p .... ferent:'eS. but I also !:lied to expllln 

what generates these patterns 1be iradlt>onal. mamage patterns With special 

emphasi5 on bctor5 relating 10 these p;otterns Mo", m'er my aim was to trace 

forced marriages III the viiLlge Sirsin.n AlmO"it In all societifos trarlibons hav~ 

been folJo,,'ed and preferences Ul mamage prachces aJ1" gIVen due 

conSltlerahon. All souehes have norms and rules govenung who may marry 

whom and where the newly .. -edded rouple should hv~_ Almost all ~ 

have two kinds of norm or rules namely endogamy and exogamy, Endogamy 

lunlts the sorial catqories from .. ·hKh one c .. n choose a life p;ortner I ru.ve 

also tned to sorl oul how forcetl Dlarrlages OCUIr III the v.llIge. who exercISeS 

Ill3JOr author'ty roles to arrange these marriages. 



VilIag .. r vie ..... polnt about km m.l.rriages and fo~ martl.lges also feelmg of 

couples abou t fom.-d mamages E~'ery IndivuJual has lis OWn Wungs and 

Ji!.hklng ,lnd the Ideals for hIS O!" h"r hte partners. But due to trnd.honal and 

comp"''' I.Ul5l11p 'ntPm. mJ1\"ldu .. b .. n- enforu>d 10 SIl"It'<"1 tt... ~pouw- WIthout 

the .. wilL So ,-urnml re'it'iln:h focu<;o.·J on variou, typell of marriage patterns 

and tt... pushlnJl: faclor; ... 'turn gn· .. tl~ affl"Cted the mamaS'" pall"",,, 

espea.all\' dlJ1'Ctl~· and IndlrKlly about ~ fo~ marriage. 

I analyzed lhe clash of ,.leas llmong the aulhonlJes and the gt!nO!TallC)nS 10 

come abou t Ihe 'o!U'<.l ""uriages and their strategIes to resist the old 

tra.iLhOIlS 

1.4 HYPOTH ES IS 

In the rural aTeas of I'a!us'.an, People Silcrif~ tlu:<ir daughters 10 solve 

the blood feuds CUI'S 

2- Both of the boys lind gIrls oftc-n follow tiM' trad,IlOI' because of s trong 

palnan:""1 r('lahomhlp5 

3. Fo~ marriages cau""g 1110"1 of the 5(IC.a1 pmhl<-ms 

1.5 OBJECfIVES OF THE STUDY 

1ne m.: .. " obp.'cti"es of the ~Iudy ,.'ere 10; 

1 Examuw Communlt}" pefCl'phon aboul marriage patterm 

2- Determme reil5Of1S behind IIw! forced marnages 

J Access "ff«1S of for(ed marTiage on the society 

4 Know ,,/fe<;\s of forad malT.age on the spouses 

5. Detenmne the reasons behmd these uruons and 

-J 



Exarrune the "anous ct"remon.it'5and wluch consbtute the whole marriage 

process m 5'r"S.na, Ka""1 (<;wat) 

t .6 M"ETIIODOlOGY 

There a ..... many I"'hmqu.", for rollectmg oJata U"I AnthropologICal ~rc:h. 

lbe re;earche, used mu]hple techniqut'5, 50 that to collect mor(' reliable and 

qualitatIVe d~ta Some of the teduUqu"'J which ... ~ u~ dunng the Held 

worl to collect data a~ as follows. 

1.6.1 r~rtieip.nt observation 

ParbClpant obscrvahon, whICh 15 used m mlonnal selting. is an important 

method U"I anthropology 1lus method g.ven me an orporturuty to collect 

qualitallve data of descnptwe nature. Once the local ""mer agaUlSt outsiders 

IS J.owen-d th.: rncan:hf'1"un get more quahblwe and "abd dab. 

~ll.Ving with lhe peopt.e as people live- IS ~ fumam<mb' method of held 

work. Abo tlus lechnl'lue root ,lilly Iwlped III the rapporl etabt1shment" 

malting mlen""w qu .... ti0n5 and dolta coUa-tion but alto to ~aluate and 

ana.ly~ the data coUected by other methods. I used this lechnique throughout 

mv re5earch. It not ani," helped I.e 10 get nat:we"s pornt of view, and evaluate 

mformiltion's oollected b)' other method', but also in prtJ"'ring mterview 

gu .. .I.e for m--depth mlerv_·s. I obsen-ed lheir housmg patterns, dress 

patterns, forced marriage and p«Iple's behavior towards (orced marriag<e etc. 

It /100 helped me m evalualmg al'ki cross ehed.mg of data gathered by otheT 

techruqul'S. 



1.6.2 Key Infonnanl 

A kev mformant I. ilroott..,r nldJOr SO\ln,;e of mformalion I"<pectalIy regarding 

~'ilnou5 mSlItuhOns of the ~orrununit ... KP)' mformants are lilt' peop~ who an> 

beller aware 01 the cultu .... they an' liVing Ul and lhey are willmg to shan> 

their e~pe~""~ As, IIf!omanl. dehoed M "More than some ON!' who 

controlle.J a 101 ol,nformatlOll about a cultu .... and willing to talk to you_~ 

Ke:o' mformant~ an: pcrs<:>ns who ,ut' upable for ~'erbaUy I!'Xpressmg cultural 

mformahon. 5o.ok'i:t'Qn of key informants IS ,mportant, so I took enough time 

in choosmg key Informants •• ueiully, I have explamed the ob;ectlve of !he 

study to thfo key Informants. so tht»' helpoe<;! me to obtam reliable and va.lid 

data, I took key U1iorman~ both from the community members and the 

member m~'olved In this problem 

1.6.3 S .. mpling 

It IS one of thl' ",00" unportant techm<lues u5<'d during any anthropological 

researrh ... ~ ono!' '-dnnot con .. ",\ data from each "n..I e,,"fl" m..I.,vwual u"mg In 

the rommum'" This method is applied for uHlepth study of the resean:h 

area. I used stralJf ... ..J random §alr.pung In my ~arch. 

I So:':lected people In my sample from all the Mohallas and (!lfferent .astes of 

the vallage so that 10 sekct a represenlaulle !.ample of the mmmuruty Fat !Ius 

I used random strattf.ro samplmg method to rrovKl.e an equal opporturuty to 

each and e,"ery member of the sodo:ty There are se-ven different castes III 

5U-sUlaI and the lolaJ population of the village Sirsmal is 9,200 pnsons. I 

sek>cted 100 wo;pondents (>1l the basIS of Caste populahon, the,r e<.iucabon, 

an..! t'COOOOUC status and on the basIS of the,r occupational d,fferentlallOll. 

., 



1.6.4 Inl~rvi~w 

Int""iew 15 anolher Imporlilnt 1 .... JUl>qU .. (Iool), whKh IS used m hcld"'ork 10 

oolLt."C1 delad,-..i mlormallQll . InU.'"",ew 15 a conversalKH\ wilh purpost' 

1'5I:of'.:,.,lLy to r,t."! mfnrmatron-

(Cornell and Kahn. 1968: 530) 

-The mtervlCw Ili T\<'II slmplv iI COIlH'TSO!1On,; II IS rather, a p5eUdo 

conversation In order to be SUITe55ful, It must have alL the warmth and 

personaht} e"'hange of colwersahOn, wIth clarify and guIdelines of .5Cienhfw: 

searchmg- It IS done \0 "now llut what the par\icular person thm" about the 

tOpK under research I took in-dl1'th interviews from the commuruty. 

A) Inform,,1 Or unstructurf'Ci inttrvirw§ 

In-Jepth ",fnrmal mt"r,',ews prOl,ed ""ry effl!(;l1Ve and useful m coIk!ctmg 

Ih,' mfonnahon's did not ust' <:O?Y p""K,l lo wrlle down the answers o f lhe 

respondenl~ It the tllne of int"""II.'''· because !.he area of my research is gendeT 

§l'I1Slb~'e and thi. .. ...:1 of wntmg ... hont of the people makes them conscious 

to answer rn\' qu""hu,\S. n",'5e .. hscus~"ms helped to have th.. data about \hl> 

Clfilom and tra .. htl<>iI I conducted m depth mlervll'w to get reoqu,~ 

informallOn. I'or thiS purpose I selected some welL mformed and SIl"n0u5 

pt'1'5Of\'i of the village .... prt5l'llh~ e\'el)' caste and Khels (clans) of the village 

[ Interviewed then asked qU(";tions about various topICS especially on 

marriage pattems and forn-d mamages I askf'd them to tell their views aboul 

Ihl'Sll" Vllry1l1& pa tlenlS Some of them we .... 0111 persons who gave valuable 

lIuormation abou t thoe hllitory of the ydlage and ga"e the ... opuUon about 

fon:ed marnages. 

I also gOl ,nfum1iIhon ~. In depth mter.·,,,",,,'s about the problems Dnd conflicts 

crNtoo by rOR'E'd marriages 

., 



1.6.5 Focus Group Discussions 

I UISoC'\U5Il"U man\ ,"';'u.,,; .. ,th m,inl' J-"'P~ illlo:! through group dlSCUS6I01'l. I 

collected much utfofll\ilt,on ilbo,ut th"lr Internal ilnd external Pilttt"lTl.'l of 

m~rnagf"'; During ml- ~t.l\- m S,,,;tn.l, I attefltl~ some of their marn<lge 

~'CremomL'S_ 1 h"J pilrtlCUi3r group dl5CUsslOl\ on marnages with old mall' 

people.. In the Ilul'" 1 IIlveshr;atoo about the types of fo~ mamages_ 

Through dISCUssions I bec<>me a .... are of about kill ma.rnages. I abo came to 

kno .... · about the forced marriilges and the problems crea ted by these rorcrd 

marnilges. 

Group d>SCUS'ilOllS .... ere ffi<1de at shops. pi3,·ground5. ",nd mt"ftings of the 

proples In Ihe llulTaS (pLKe wlwre V,llagl'T5 get to gathers amI ,\l5CU55 their 

'IOCi.a1 problem~ 

1.6.6 CISI' Study 

Case study is another tool. whICh helped Il'Il' togeiliez- III oJepth and. oJeliliJed 

data about ct'rlilUI mdlvlduals, il<.hOns or phenomena. Main advantage of the 

cue study tie in the ridulI'S5 of Its descnptJon as the subtect is d~1y studied 

and all da ta are detailed Due to lis deta,led ""lure there IS o pport unity to get 

.... hable.tala. .... Ju..:h woul.i ~ct05!Checled by the researcher agam and agam 

1lII' Iesearcher dealt ",Ih '-anous case studit5 dunllg Ihr rl'SC!arch so u to 

probe the detillls of sonll' {i151!'5 

1.6.7 Photography 

In modem tllnes anthropologISts are makmg lise of many avaii3ble 

techruques and various devices ;.ke camera_ Photography can rllCililale the 

cultural facts; capture the visual ~fects and leal life <;«'nI'S in the loc31 as 



vlSlLi!.l Insighl is own" convinCIng; g ... mg lrue mslght of the culture, IJVmg 

patterns, housing slyles Hml ph)'sicaJ environment. 

It IS a wr .... hdpful.:m.J rdiablo! "'um!' of mfOrmiltion. nus l1 H let"hnrilloo1. 

whoch Impro\'l";; ",If",,,,nn' of Ih. "vld,'ntJal data presented; ,I demands heavy 

empha'ib on Image rerresE'ntilbon,. use 01 photography auns al ilCquillrllmg 

the .... aders w,th the style!; of "",mag'";; an..! other mstltutJons of tJv: VIllage 

d,~sse..I in the stud ), in conc~te forms. [ used photography where It was 

poss,ble for mI! because the arN IS very gender sens,tJve and It was not easy 

10 captu .... photo 01 e~'en' aspecl of the ".nage. 

1,6.8 Socio Econonlic Crnsu~ and SUn'ry Forms 

l'he f,eld worker ~hould try 10 milk an enumeration of family units ilnd 

theIT membersrup near IJegmrunt of the field worl. ~ 

(pelto "" Pelto, 1978 193) 

Bemanl also states the bf.nef,ts ollilkmg a censu~, 

"Tillmg a census can be a way to gain rapport In a rommuruty, .... alking 

arouruJ ilnd \I~itmg every house {an have the effect of g.vlng you credib,ltty" 

~nnard, 1994 1~2) 

The '1uaittall\'e study wa~ accomparued by a '1uantJtatJve research method for 

which lIOCial ~ic C'l'ns~ and sun.'ey forms were fiUed from I"\'ery 

household This method IS ht>lpful for budding rapport in the rommwuty In 

the "ut,al stages. It also helped me to get an ac'CeSS mlo households and get 

the baSK mformililon about the total populatJon, average (amily size, their 

«011011'" rond,tl('ln$ and ltfestrle5 

-, 



1.7 LOCA LE OFTII E STUDY 

I ronducted heldwork In Ihe v!llage ~Sirsmai~ DIStrict Swat, NW.FP It 15 

appro>;unaleh' al tM dislanno d 167 km from Pe-;;ha,,',u The ..-aRh Mea 

was St'lf'd~ (or IIw fuflowmg r""sons; 

I I Wa!o (,,,ruwr WIth the local language and I Lnow aboul the millTiage 

patterns 

2 llus n:search area w'as 'IeI<"Cled because It has tilt' sa~ 'radlllOn and 

customs wI th U\05t areM of SwaL 

3, Most of the people we"" affected by marri.1ges wllh out consent. 

1.8 SIGNIFICANCE 

At present. oue of Ihe challt'uges facing Pak,stan has been the alarming rate of 

forred mamag<'S bemg experieocf'd in many parts of the {QUntry_ Yet the 

rates and edent of th" problem .ttl' sbll debatable due to paUCIty of rehable 

data ano.i lho.· prO<;t?S$I'S m"uked ar" not dt·arly understood A, far as vIllage 

leabal Dtstnct Swal .... rono:ftnt'd. not mall\' proplt' are even aWaR! that foroed 

marnages have beo.lme and conlmUe$ 10 be a serIOu s th reat to the Ille of both 

spouses. II IS hope<.! thai t~ study "'ill hIghlight the illegal mamage patterns 

which creates problems III our society. llus sludy helps some governmenl 

and non government orgamzab()ns to tale some posl.llve steps toward this 

problem. The s tudy unprove the quantum of aVailable hleratuR! in Pakistan 

,II provIde another aspect of mamage patterns Ul Swah vdlage SlI'Sinai Kabal 

and will CR!ale awareness among the people ~bou l forced marriages and ill! 

negabve ,mriIC15 un Iht' society The study I1\U51 !urtht'r be used for a 

camparat,,-e analvslS of the other prl"Vaienl ItIstitutions of lI'llIni;tges in 

Pakistan. TIll' 5tudy also ~erns with dIfferent marri.1ge patterns of village 

5ir.iUl3i 5...-/1\ 

-, 



i.9l1TERATUR[ Rt: .... 'I(\\ 

Anlhropolog,~b !la'·e Im ... l 10 g"e defrnlhons of "",.riage suffic>enlly general 

10 <'IlCOmJ'3s~ ,ts "'imou~ maruf~tations \tanv defin ... II from I"" point of 

nt-w of the 1eg'tUllillc stalu~ that nlilniage olC"COf"ds 10 the child reno 

'·Marnage IS a social arrangemml by whICh a child IS g,ven a leglhlNlte 

posItion In lhe StX,ct .... lIeternuned by pa~lhood In the socialsense* 

(R.lddiff Brown, 1950: 5) 

On the basis of h,s work among tile Sunn; Surail Vohras, Lambal Says: 

·LtJ..e Ul IllO">I h,d'an commUnll,l">, m"mage among the Sural! Vohras IS 

kxlked upon as ('SSent",1 for both male; ,md females. Parents are saId to be 

·'lOt free· unless they see the,r daughters and sons happIly marn l!d. Marriage 

IS also IooI.I!d upon a5 Sunnah iWld lflenofon' ,t IS regarded as an obligation 

wluo::h must be lulfillt"d· 

(lambat 19711: 53) 

Marriage Iea<Js tQ the "Jnl'1"gefll.~ 01 a nucwar fanuly wlut:h ,t5e!f may be .. unit 

of a larger farruly setup Wlule lhscussong the reJaliol1.'5hip between kinshIp, 

marriage and fanuly In Burma. Sfllo s..l·~: 

·M.unage IS the pornt 01 mtel"S('tbon between Iuns.h.op and the basK: urnt 01 

Burmese SQC~ty, Ihe domestic group. In the first place the ronJugal fanuly id 

mrip!enlly created ~. marriage wluch serves to legilinuLe the offspring of the 

marril!d couple Second. the domestIC group in Itself compnses both 

consangumealano.l affmallmsmt'll* 

(Sp,ro 19'77: 146) 



An:ordmg 10 <;teph"f1$, 

'·\Iarri .. g .. " a '>OCMn~, 1"glllln.lIt' 5{'xual Union, begun with a pubhc 

.. rmouI"lC'-'n,<,nl m, umkrLll.en "'Th son ... id" .. of pt'm>a ...... oce, and assuming" 

more or!.ess ,,~phnl ~'>l\lr .. 1 tha: ~Pl'lb oul .. ..:lprocal rightS and obhgallOl'"<5 

between spaU<;t'5 and any chIld..,n 1101')" may have~ 

(Siephens 1963: 5) 

Tltt' defil1ltlO1l of marnage also 11'8<15 to the function and natu~ of this 

lmparLlnt u>Slltution Marriage 15 a rehglous obllgalIon. II g""e! leg.tun.-.cy to 

the sexual reiahom of lhe husband and .... ife II Cft'ale5 a parent -<hdd bond 

.... Iuch IS S;glllfKaJ11 ~mce chIldren aT'!' responsIble for carrymg forward the 

name of the family Gupta. thus ~ntlOns the folluwmg functIOnS of mama&,! 

'To U,e vlllag.,fS th .. mSlllutwn of marriage fulfills four funcllons; first II is 1\ 

religlOuS ~rfon:nance wllh OUI wluch im,hvw.ual is mrompleu" Socond 

marriage IInplle! chIldren who .... U carry the name of father. Third chIldren 

are also llI'Ct-'SSary to assure a happy after lift' for the sexual desires of a 

partner m a SOCIally aooct'ptable mrnrlI.'rH 

(Gupta 19'7,&; 86) 

An Important as['('Ct .. -garumg marn<lge is Illolle selecbOrL Where jaml and 

extended falluUes exlSI p.1rents ~r other .. Idns will choose- a spouse for the 

md""".!ual 11us is so Mause mam~&e not only IIller relates IWO mdlvlduals, 

but al50 ronshtute5 a wl(ler network of relahOl'\Shlps between their fam.lleS; 

"E"ery OUl" INnY5 '>OO.",r or later Ihal when he marries the ~one and only· he 

marries not only her but all her relah"es as well Bride! 01 ~ ha\'e the 

same expeneoce" 

(Hobble, 1958: 344) 

-n 



An Important aSp'-":I rdalmg It) nwllUge .5 male selecl1on. But II selects tht' 

parents .md elders of ~ spouse for the purpose strengthen lhere 

rebtJonstups and 10 bnng the t .. o famlhes 1lI0re closely Donnan ,,",s 

cooouct....J a Siudy of Iho:,> marTLlgE' pmerena:-s among lhe Dhund of Mufl'C 

HIlls. 11111$ .K('()rdUlg 10 hIm; 

-Ont' of the Dl<lm r<.":5pD1l.~lblhlles of the household head IS to arrange tht' 

nwTT1age of all unmarrIed members. SIflCe Ohurnl spouses generally do RIM 

choose each otherA 

(Donnan 1988: 801) 

Speaking of the GU",T 6.lkarwalsof Jammu anJ Kashmir, Khalana says. 

-1lle Gujar Baka .... ·ailrleaUy holds th.lllhe mamage of an mdlvldual should 

be arranged bo,' Ius parents or by his senior relatives in case hIS or her parents 

are not ahve~ 

(Khata",,; 1'176: 83) 

Marnage IS an lfl5htuhon whICh pcop~ adhere \0 for happltle5S m ~re life. 

A«ordmg 10 Campbell 

"Married people see thrir h\e5 more po5Ib\'ely than unmarned people. 

Despite the fact attitudes toward mamage all' changUlg m ttus country. 

espee;ally among young peop~, the marnage pattern mntmues to contribute 

somethmg uflI<I.uely important 10 the f~hngs of _lIbeing of the average man 

and woman~ 

(Campbell 1981· 226-227) 

Se"eral of the highly acclallned I1'Cenl Iiollywood mOVIes and also most of 

the Pakistaru dramas are focusing powerfully on the marriages and also on 

marriages WIthout consent in Holk'Wood we can take e:<ample of (good bye 



girl) m PalIStam dramas we can tak.e example of (DAST AR) in which a kind 

of folU'<l marnage (SWARAI-I) I!; portrayed 

J J 1\aSIT defioed n"'Tnage as 'a contract Llw fully concluded bo>tween a man 

and "·Olnen. Ihe ends of whl,-h .I"'. IIIte. aihaIw;? the formation of a family 

t>ased on Ion'. ('(>-Operation. 400 chashty of the Iwo spousoes and the 

p~rvat)(Jn oIl",phm.lte hflt'ag"-

(1-1 "'asu 1990: 3) 

Another social ~!efltist l.alua ~gler who has conducted extensive wor" on 

the lIlshtuhon of marriage in PalIStan Opined: ~Marriage wlthm the kin group 

IS the most favored form of marrlage_ In COIU1«tion with marriage people 

would S<Jy,~ A half from ones owns home IS bener than a whole from outside; 

In other words 'tIS better 10 ma.I\' ones SOlI5 and daughters to relative then to 

bring m outs,def5~ 

(Eagler,l9tH 207) 

Whereas rtulhp Kottal. m Cultunl Anthrt>pOlogy has ormed, 

-Marriage IS a umon bo>tw,-en a w-<ln and women onKh that children born 10 

the wo"",n are recognIZed as legmmat ... offspring of both partnel"5~ 

(PtuIhp !Cottak. 2001 213) 

The above defuullOn may not be vabd for many commuruti2s howevn this 

defmition IS fittmg a htUe bIt m the researcher' .. focus area 

Male selection operates rather like a marlet, and the rules ol selection 

deteruune the forms of c:<chilnge between partners and the,r households. 

lbese rul~ III human soc,ety are extremely complex but they may be 

regarded as a ('OIllmuum from arranged to formally free mamages. In closed 

market, selectJon is mad .. by parmts to ,-onsohdatl! property and form family 

-n 



.. Ihance>o Par{"l\t;!.1 d,o)(" ~ IIlOrf Import;!.nt than affectIOn, be:;ause marriage!' 

a~ based on prud"""", and cala.!:ohon, In open markets, romantic attachment 

~ the basIlI of rn;trn;lgt'. parmt .. l w",he!; a,,, ""rwru:1:i"d and, m 

principle parhlt'r~ set.-..t from ,In infmlte range of elipble, Ac«lrdmg 10 

.,hctionary of sociology marnage,an be dd",ed as 

-Mamage 15 a a.llural phenomenon which Silncl:lom a more or less 

penna"""t uruo" between parlrM'f5. conferrUlg legltllTliK)' on ~Ir offspnng" 

(Dtcbonary of Sociology, 1988: 73) 

Due to strong patruu-chal or m.alnarchal bonds marriage", Pukhloans society 

has difh'renl patterns .. oJ Icnninologics m the area_ JU:'m Atridl In maganne 

enhUed manlhl~' diplolThll states ~~_ 

"Mamage (Wada) as a general rule, IS arranged by parents III Pukhtoon 

society ,tnd thE- bo}' and the &.1 themseh't'$ do nol play any role III !he 

nrgob.ahons This is because oflhE' fact lhal Pukhtoons an! o:o<1S\:rvabve by 

natu~_ Their ronservah ... m roup:n.J with Slnct 5I"&regallon of sexes males il 

ImpossIble for a ~""tor 1., o;clect a !Wl of hIS own cilOlce even though the)' may 

hne soft f('O!lmgs for each other l1w Pathan, III sentIment, will sympalhiu 

WIth laHrs in pol'try ilnd fichOn. but lovers in real life pay far II WIth thetr 

hvl'5_ 1be Pulhtoon soc.,,-t) frow'l5 upon any 0l1Il", ""00 expresses hlS likeness 

for any particular girl But no .... thIS tremllS grildually undergolllg a change.H 

(Afridi. 2005) 

About the ..... 00 of fo«e..i mamage (SWARAIi) "Mofar Qastm Mancil 

commented as-

HNanawatay IS also used as a 1001 of conciliatIOn. AnlOngs! the Pulhloon 

tribes, If a man has lnad"ertently wounded Of killed another, he can 

demonstrate Ius con!nhon b)' &o'"g ill WIth a Jlrg<l to the aggneved kin in 



order 10 mal .. ~l:Jlul,on rile Juga dl'lides on Ihe compensation 10 be g .... en 

bv the offenJe'r. H<." rna,' hav<." to pay ·Khoon baha" (blood money). give!: 

cattlto, or In the last resort, offers "omen of h,~ hou""hol.1 As a geo;ture of 

n>ndliaholl. Naflawal"I' (~nll()t be ~pumed. Th .. refusal to aoxepl Nanawatay 

I~ pUnlshal In the e~t.'Ilt thai tht., home'S of tm.e who .... fuse may be onleltil 

buml'd by the Jlrga~ 

(Mahdl, :zo(5) 

The last 5('\'(''' months report s'w·" by. SHAll NAWAZ KHAN. on daily 

newspaper (DAILY Tl\IE) about burnt cues on which three CilSeS were IhI':re 

In my fl"!il'arch area and cause of the two cases was thai the girl Wen' enforero 

by there famll)' for m.arnage agam$l there w,ll. 

"LAHORE: Over 100 ,,",'(Omen were burnt by the .. fanuly, husbands or in-laws 

In Paktslan o\'er the 1t .... 1 seven months of 2005. (Source: uwyt"TS for Human 

R'ghts ami \...c'gal Ait.! (UIRLA»), According 10 U-IRLA's data. there wert' lCJ7 

CU05 report~-.l, two from Baloch_~tan, and (i,"f' from the NWFP and 50 each 

from Pun,ab and Sindh, The lily w,th !hi> lughest number of ~portcd 

UlCidcnts "'as KarachI, wllh 41 C;l5(";, while 26 cases we", reported In t..hore. 

Out of the 10'7 vicbJnl., 70 were married, two .... ·ere 5ing~, while the mantal 

sta tus of the resl was u"kll()wn 

(Khan, 2005) 

Forero marnages are also a sem,lUS Issue In other parts of the counlry. as a 

column wntten 1»' iARIQ :-<AQASH III d.;uly DAWN on Saturday 

10/09/2005 

\1UZAFFARABAD ... tay to: A Bntam-based. Kashm,ri leader has saKi that 

the issue of forced mamages cs • senous problem, particularly for th@ 

Kashmiri commumty. bringing II mto disrepute 



'I must adnut that It 15 a ~riou:s ISSue and earns us a 101 of embarrassment 

and dlSrepul .. : o;",d Dr R..u Mahmood. pll'5ld .. nt of the Uruted Kmgdom 

~hapkr or Ihl." \Iuo;hm Conh're"", on S;.turd:l\'. 

Tall..mg to Dawn, Dr Mahm.ood "hn ~~ currently lourmg A7.ad KashmIr saId 

the problem had T.lyage.! I~ ruturt' of a number of youth mamly beo.u~ 

most of such marna.ges rel11.1lned unsuccessful. 

-Lad. of urv:lerslandmg bl'twaon tm- spou.ses 15 the main reMOll for 1M failure 

of such mamagl"S The we.!lock IS rendered unsu('CI'SSful w~n you many a 

highly educated gorl brought up 111 a (hfferent atln£l6phere WIth an Ilhtenote or 

less l'liucat...'li boy from P.llt5lan ag"msl heT w!ll and COf\'it'Ilt,. ~ he s;>id 

Dr Mahmood strcs5ed thai the parents should not rum the lives of their 

duldren by aTTangmg slIlh !Ilamages out of egoi.'im or filnuly prid ... 

lllere IS nothmE wrong WIth iII1 arranged marna.ge, but al 1eil5\ the parents 

musl ensure thdllhe ffil."n!all .. ve! or til(' childrt'n who thry wanllo tum mto 

husb.Jond and. w,fe matcho·~." he s;oid 

He said a b;od Impression about thl> o;liIte of WI)rJ1e\ m Paki5tan had ~ 

pl't'\'allmg in the \\' est, wloch needed 10 be addft'S!;ed. 

-I h,we "Iso suggested to National Assembly Speaker Chaudhry Anur 

Hussain to send a delegation of women parliamentanans to the UK so thilt 

the people there "now th.Jt ,",'omen 1'fI1D)' appropriate repT\"5l'f1l<1tion on the 

democrallC II1stltuhons III l'aklSlan and the o;lluatJon is not hle what they 

thin" o r ha:> been conveyed to them. -

(NAQi\SH.2OOS) 

." 



Khalid lhan gIn''' the \'It'''·5 of Or. Farooq weU known Pal,staru J'Syduatnst 

abou t forced marn.ages and Its pS\'chologK,,1 e ffects on bolh the spouses <15; 

"The depression-tr,luma, (aused by the M"I..Ile East syndrome is SO common 

that a ~Igmf:icant rropor1,nn of ....... men who tum up ilt my clmio;; .... 1' victuns of 

Ihl~ "'KIOUS on:Ie." ~onUll<"Tlts Or hrooq '"I1lese women,,", not gettmg 

human ure; ."ther u..e,' have mn meted out the treatJTl('nt of 'untouchables', 

e5p«t.llly "t the hands of th.m .. others-m-bw. They are not eveIl aUow~ 10 

tllik by rhonol> or to "'Tll<' to their husbands. The m-bws lire very possesslV/! of 

therr oHrseas earnmg rebtlOns, md they are fearful of leltmg the fortune slip 

out of theIr hands_ ~. re50rI to inhum.a.n lactics by keeping a distance 

betwl'l'n the couples and barring them from din/(;t commuruc.ations: 5.a)'$ Dr. 

Farooq. 'At the vl'1)' fust gbnce w ... can easily idenhfy thl'M' women are 

suffering from ·r-IIddl.., East 5yndro~', and simply ask ~ O~ qurstJon: 

'SUlCl' how long have the,r hu..bands I\Ot VISIted home?' We don't even 

conduct any k ... ts £wry thIng 15 50 dear !"he problem 15 so common. But the 

SOCIety IS too mSl'nSlhve,' 

(Khan. 2003: 2) 

Another unfortunate angk of the enhre t'posod .. IS that these marriages /Ire 

only produang psYchopaths. <15 lhe Jac:k1Og of lhe patom>al ure cre"tps an 

emotional void In the p€'r<;On"htll'S of the youth They find so~ in the U5e of 

drugs lind adopt other anh-5OClal behaVIOI"5, 

moe moone)" that IS pounng 11\ from abrtYd has replaced the basIC U\St:J.tuhons 

of 'Pukhtoon With the non-syn.:hmruzing ones that have accelerated the 

moral decline of 'PulhIOOflS' INrufolds by converting them mto marglllill 

men.' comom:nts Yousufuu" h.-ulmg from 5 ... al, where a size/lble chunk of 

~le are 10 fo""gn Iands_ "The men lefl behind, form close relabons with 

Ihe "ban.Jonetl ,,'Om .. n folk.. They take them to hosplt!.iS, markets and 

accompany them to family ceremonies Thl'Y share .... eathers and feelings due 



to close pro~,"uty In the pro<:t"\5, Ih<,)" develop Illegitimate relahom Ih;it lead 

to heartadlt's and l.>IooJ feuds," 

(Khan. 2003: 2) 

Tlle 'M..Jdle F.<lsl syndrulllll' also \'IoLltes human and (Child rights as granted 

1>\' the UnltNl Ndt,ons through ,\5 various resolubOru to which Pak,stan is 

also a signatory ,\ i"'l"ilm below the age of 18 yeaT5 IS C<lnsidered ;15 a (Child 

Whe .... as ,n ~WFP. milJOrllY of till> girls that are being marned to the fOfel.gn 

elKhange ea"lI'fS are "nod ... r the ag<' of 18 yeaT5 Furthermore, the..- consent is 

l\e'.er bolh .. red .Ibout sul«' ,t IS consIdered as something .. gamsl 

Pukhloonwah the mUll.' 0/ Pukhlnon 5OC>II."h-

(Khan, FebrualY 2003) 

\tost of the soci.ll §CIl'nhsts ,,"o,k on the illegal kmds of mamages and thl'y 

prove 11 Through valtd example a"d giving the $uggeshol15 as; 

- Hlstonans bel",,-e that the plOlCllCe has 00en in vogue s~ IIw bme 

IIlUnemonal When th .. leudon" tnbo:'s failed 10 lind a solution 10 their bloody 

dl5pUtl"i. wOmen wer .. e~chan~"'" as com~tion in such ClUeS_ II Willi 

generaU) believed that women ... ouiJ bI-' able to bridg., the gap retween the 

rlval group'" w,th the help 01 th",r love and affection. Bul w,th the 

degradatlOC\ of the tro.' $IX..,I)· and cuitun':. the custom has now berome a blot 

on the face of the soCIety 

lbe Swarah gIrl is gIVen 10 tht oval group w,thout solemnizing a proper 

marnage through rukah an..! ,t 15 !elt In the merry of the enemy to decide 

aboul her fat ... 

Secondlv the girl has to ... ·all. on foot to the rival's house In front of thor entire 

village IIlS\ ... ad of beUlg [arried m Ill(' traditional dhoh, which is always the 

dream of a Pukhloon g..-l s..c:, a hum,hatmg treatment meted out 10 the 

womenfolk is not l'nh- a '5l'TlOUS \"1""'''011 of ~ Islamic UlJUnctions but also 



against 5C("hon 110 and J:'tS-E 01 the Pallstan Panel Code whICh dearly .nd 

calegorically prohibIt the 81\1ln8 of a female as a valId bac.lal-e--suih Or 

,'Ompensation fur .. Com prom.,... Mostly the girl g"'t'n as Swilrah IS not 

~'On5ultec.l ilbout lhe mo .. t Impor l.1Il1 deCisron of her life lind she IS exchanged 

h\;e a ronuno,hr" .... luch tS .. 15o un-l~lam", a .. W ",bg.on has desnibec.l thai 

marn.age as invalId in whICh the fernaU-'s consent is nol obtiiined. In most 

cases, /':'\'en nunor girls are gIven as s .... arah .. 00 if then' IS no female member 

in the fam.ly .• 1 comJlfi1Silles tt... <lggrieVed group in Ihe rw:'~t generation or 

t'ven Ul the M'<t two or three g~rations till a girl chold .is born-

(SI"11'Ta7.1. 2005) 

On another p lace lah.r Shah wrIes in h,s a rticle as: 

"Child marri<lgt'$ are "Iso fl'e\luml 01 the rural districts of the provinoce, which 

ilre not only un.lawrul but also a.g"UlSt the rehglOUS norms. Parents engage 

their mlIlOrs keeping .n new mooelaty benefits ilnd property roncems 

without theu COn5enl Such u~a.I.c;lIC dlrislons not only have ne-gab'le 

Impacts on both the falnilies but they also affect the society ilS a whole 

TIlough the Chikl mamage Restramt Act, 1929, stnctly prohibllll W 

marriages of nunors ano..! pr"5l-T\~ pumshn>e1lts for those who orgaruzt>, 

soIemnLU Or promote tho- §01l'm:\lutlOll of such nlilnia~, the custom IS 5t1l1 

bemg prnctJced unaootC'd -

(Sharazi. 2005) 

In the uruon councIl Kabal lnlSbp Iles occupy 11 C'eIltral pos,tion in marriage 

ronsideratioll5 In order to bnng stabihty anti unity m the relatioll5hlps, 

mostly people do rnarr)" Wlthm c\osco kIn's, A5 Donnan says: 

-In the case of prefe~ for FBS/FBD therl"fore prior knowledge of the 

sPOUSl' and h IS Of her kill 15 thought not only to guard ooes reputation against 

dlXt'phon and promote good relati0n5 between the ho\'o sides, but it is .Iso 

thought to add to the ros~lbLhly of good future relations between the couple5 



theln5Clvesm short. FBD mamage is favored, say Dhund, MaU5e II averts 

trouble of various lind5' 

(Donnan 198fl: 127) 

Al .... :{)~dUlg to IsLlmlC la .. of mhentilIloN! daughters TeCt'IVe a share from Iheir 

father's property ... h .. h L~ hall the share of thetr b~ .. How ..... l'1', tins 

pract>o:e IS totally not follo ... ~ m the umon roUllClt Kahal Swal ,all the 

members of the said rommurul',- an' w .. 11 aware of Ilus rulO': that dllughtftS 

M"e the right of mhentance III Islam whICh IS the religion of the area, bul 

here the parents do soc.al boycott with there daughters when they demand 

for there rIght of mhent,uloO', Il~nce most of the nch famlhes nol giving there 

daughleTS from oulsode the km's, thus mam purpose ~hmd the patri.lateral 

cross COUSin marrLilSf' IS 10 ma,l\I>!on property ontitCt and withUl the family. 

SImilar Idea is expre5.'it'd by the Dhwld 

'"FBO marr;;'g., ",iltl'nd to pre'ent l'I1l:m«turwnt on a brothers shan> oilhi' 

patrimoroy sineI' an)" attempt at such en~:l"QitChmenl ... ould ultunately Injure 

the IJ\'ehhood of ones o"'n dauthh'r as the wife of the brothers son "Dhund 

see FBO mamage as ta<;h • .: dlrto:tnJ tQwards ensunng that the patnmony does 

not pass mto the pos:ses!>lOn of 0111 ()UtsideT~ 

(OON:--.iAN,1988128) 

Acrordmg to , Rirhard on his hook -the 50Cial context of marriage- about the 

AmeriCans people ronrept 01 mamase as 

"In Amencans the goals of marnage Sl't'm crys ..... 1 dear as; marriage should 

ma}.;e the spouses h~l'py, p~lde them theIr basic source of emobonal 

gratificallQn ~nd Sl!<:Unty, and g"e them I(l'\"e ano.l rompanionslup~_ 

o ,Richard, 1971; 2) 



For m)- rew.lrch I define rnamage iI.S a soclany recognized .. nd cultur .. ny 

.. ppnwed union of iI rnan nIt! a. wornan Involvmg ~ual pnvi~, 

cohabuatwn ,economic cooper.!hon ,procni"ahOn ,r,,~ponslbdJty for the 

duldTf'n ,Uwu UTf' and socl.1li7abon as per cOJl5f'nl of the couple 

n.. present stud, IS thus another rontnbutxm 10 IN> prft ...... ting 

.. nlhropologKa] "t('ram,,, on force<! marnage$'. 



CHAPTER:02 

VILLAGE PROFILE - - I 

2.1 HISTORY OFTIIE \ ' ILLACE 

s.r.,,,,.;u IS Oil" of the oldest .t!Ia~es m dlStnct Sw;>t H,story of vIllage 15 qu,le 

mlerestmg bul II I~ also fa'" th.ol then" IS no orne;"'! Iustoncal !?Cord of the 

village l\aIlH'OS ~tta,h Il"l IllSIOlY wI th nUmerOUS kmds of myths like all the 

reglOf\'i mc!u.lmg surmundmg ",·en" uno.I"r the «lOf of Hmdus and ,I wils the 

lime when Mehmoot.l Ghazruvi attaclct.l of this region. Such myths 

trnnsmltlct.l .. mong nail...... fu>m generation to generation fonn their 

forefathers 

Acrordmg to one of the natl'"es. \Ir. Abdul Qa)·oom B.ala~ the word Strsinal 

IS dl'nved from the Iltnd. language, which ml'allS ·Not e:rnsts from the 

begmrung· Anoth(>r bel~·ed "-"aming VIllagE' name IS; ~ Strsmai wM the 

name Ilmdu women of that era. Nabves .I1so ~heved that th" present locale 

of nllage w.u !ilIUd!c'd .... ", ... · .... h~re I'bt> E .. rly v,I]"'8" WM divHled inlO n.,·o 

portIOn; T .. z1.agram and Samsel. 

After SOIN' penod of hrrlc. both poruon co toml and I~ vlllag" named 

Sirslnai. Wlwtever would be the h,story of v,llage but II IS fact \tml, S,rslnai IS 

the oldest .-,llag" which gelS LIS name from 1 hmil language, as Hmdus 

I"l'malllS shows that Ihey ruled a long Ilml' on thIS village_ 

2.1.1 Loc:ale of th., Aru 

n.e vllbge Slrsma' IS gtualed al <;Om@ 16 kIJometl'TS to the north-",·est of the 

Swat cap.1il1 Saidu Shanf and some Iwo ktloml'tl'rs from tehsil Kabal. 

fuUowing all' the ffiil.in tnbo..-s m the nllaf,"; Y(>UsaiUI, Sayyeds, GUJ3rs and 

A)ilfS YousoliLii. an.' further dn IJ~-d ul Khel sub tribes wluch are H .. san All 

-n 
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Khel. Bab.l Khel. BMO Kllel. Ha(N Khel .. 11<1 Niamat Khel i focused my 

""peciai con.;""trat" on .Ibove sub tnbe-s "nd !tw.r Khels (cbns), 

The nlbg .... I!> coven....t bo.' mot"'tJtn~ from aU s.des. North South Mountiuns 

ha"e on 'lOme dlSti>nce d5 rom~rt'd to East and \\-'est mountams. llw west, 

east. '"10"11 .. nd south mount"ul5 are 1000. 1500. 10 .. 00 15 kilometers 1M from 

the area of the ... tibge resped; ... e!.' 

llw village 15 tiividl'<' mto numerous chums { .. specific area where the IliIti ... es 

of same or others trtbe live}. In other words. chums can be known d5 

Mohalbh5 or W"rd~. j-ullowing .. re the na~ of different chums: Barokhe' 

chum. Ilasan Ali Khe!. Hafez Khel. Sdmsel, Shah.. Bagh, Mtangano chum, 

1-han Baba, ~n.! Khat chum 

2.1.2 F1or .. "I'd F .. un .. 

, .. tin''!;; behe-'ed that t~ Werli d~ fort">15 lit the village StrSma. but dur 

to the rap.d Incre"se in popul .. tnn .In<! other means of rommurucallons, the 

forests dll:'>tn"'ed anJ tn.'SIi <hmini.~h llw ("r"most trees found m w .... Ilage 

are: Bakyan. Sperdar, Khara ....... .md Ghw .. rol.~J.ay The faullil of the vtlbge 

consISt of bmwn ",d.al, porcupme. pheasant .. nd other migratory birds. 

Deforestation "rr!'Cts both the flora and fauna of thIS vdbge. llw vIlbgers use 

""ood and wild bus~ '" order In fulf.U the.r domestJc need'!;; while rolil'Ctlng 

the bushes Or cuthng Ihe trees, hit these people even do not take care newly 

cultiv .. tec.l.small trees anu plants. 

2.1.3 Clim~te 

This vIllage has dlSlmd se .. 5OI1li marked by Wide \'ariahon '" It'mperature, 

TIle area has extreme chmate. The wmter !it'"i\son begms In November lind 

Ltsts up to ... tarch. lhe .... 'ml£f"l; an.' .. lI.tre ...... l\· dull and mid .. 00 sometimes 



temper"tull"'l plunges belo .. ' f~ing pomL D..cember. J"nu"ry and Febroary 

.111' th ... mldl'Sl m<Wlth5. The ltWan maKlffium and minimum lem~ratu~ Ul 

these months arc .... the rililge of 0 to ·5 degl'ff Ct'lsms and the area is fully 

co"ered bv ~nclW 1 .. 1l ""',,h .. high. .anr .... from.' 10 5 fe..-fs. The SUmmer <;eaSOn 

last~ Iron .... tdY loo.:lot...r June. Jul)" ,md August an' the holiest months. lbe 

mean n"U'mUUl and UUmmum lempl'rature 'n thJ5 penod J5 III I~ range of 20 

to 33 degree Ceh.,us (DIstnct Cenru~ Report. 1998. p- 3)_ Through out the year, 

the w",ds blow pre-dommanlly from the north or south east. But In summer. 

therl" arl" short Spl'lls of "',00 from l>Orth or 50uth east. 

2.1.<1 Structure of II 0l1se5 (Dwelling5) 

The phySiC"] k1\"OI1I of village does "ot follow ;my symmetry or arrangement 

rather It entails a salterN and haphaunl pattern. There are hardly any 

proper streets an..! tlra .... a" ... sptem m the vII!;!ge. There are three types of 

houses III the ",lIage, Ka.:ha. Kacha Parra and Pacea (slone and cement). 

Mapnt)" of the houses are Kacil.;o or Kach..a Pacca (stone. cement and mud 

roof). l'iloITil hOll<;l'" Me only 16.25'\ and afl1 very ran:'. Kacha houses all' 

constructed WIth mud. Houses aR' bi.nlt In a 'itrilight honzonu] IUw', Slane 

el<tril(ted from the nearh)" htlts or !;!ntls. A house gent'I<lUy OOIlSJ5ts of Iwo or 

thl"ft' rooms with a veTil""ah L"I the ' ..... r and front. Normally joint family 

system IS ill vO(,ue Ul the atea. E~'el)" duster of houses has a common sitbng 

place ailed 'Hulfa' wlll'rt' Ihe ",ale members daily me..-t, discuss anti share 

vieW5 on a \"ilnety of kx"al. nabOnal and IIllemabonal ISSUes. It 15. common 

pJa.c.- and is aJso used ilS iI guestroom The )'oung people spend WlI\ter nights 

or on the occaSIOnS of happmess speaaUy ITIiIrnage m Hujra and arrange 

mUSK programs Or dIShes as a pass tIme ach\<tly. It 15 Important part of 

Pukhloon culture whICh is chang"'g WIth passage of hme as people have 

begun to prefer usmg personal guest_room. The following table shows till' 

perttnlage of the structure of the houses. 
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T"bl .. '0/0 2.1 ~howing percent"ge of hou,e type 

<; ~" Tn" ,~ N, .-I 

~~ .... I r,; 

~ K.dY p.....,~ 

it m '"'~ 

L 
T .. I~I 

-
Ibnt. 

.",. 
37! " ,,., 

-
(SoclO-Eronorruc Knse5 surv.,. form) 

2.].5 GrJy .. y~rd5 

There are 5 gran·'·ilrd, In this village People bury theu dl'n'ased III U

gr.n·e-yards Some people also buried thar d~ in fJelds or land near 10 

the house. Most of the graves are Kacha type while some are o( PiICCl type 

(ct'menl and bricks). I'L'<Ipl<' VISit the gra\"(· of their Il"i.ahyes especially on E.ul 

monung Women \·ISII be(or" Eid prayer whl].., men .uter the Eid prayer. 

2.2 SOCIAL ORGANlZATIO'o/ OFTH[ VILLAGE 

2.2.1 Ethnic Composi tion (~"'ho]~ District "nd Vm.lge) 

in s-".·at district there an.' (our mam tnbe5, the YousafUI Pathans, Kohislanis, 

GUJars and AJa rs 1111' Pashlo speaking YouSilf7..ai Patha", life the dm!Ci 

descendants of Afghans of Sultan Mehll\QOO.l GhaznaYL HOVI-·I.'yer YOUsafzalS 

occupy a large tcrTltona\ "rN I.e the area of lower Swal ~ other Pathans of 

lower Swal are composed 01 the Mulan. PuU,liIna. Sa),),ed. Paracha etc. 1lV1' 

KohlStanlS and GUjil lS .... ho ~peak thl'1r dla\€'ds GUJnI and KohlSlani II1hab;1 

tho! mounl<nnous areas o( up north. These people an"! settled III and around 

Kalam,. Ushu. Ulror. and Cabral valleys While the Ajar an"! the nomads who 

Ii,·e III the mounlilinous area In th<! SUlJUJ1('r SII'iI5On whik liYlng in the plam 
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areM of 5"011 m the ... onleT Sl'.uorL These people ("an speak and understand 

Pashto I.mguage also 

FoUowmg table indicat • .., the ~Ihnic romp05lhon m SwaL 

Table 2.2. Dhnic Composi tion in Swat 

• 
, 

Kohistaru 

Swat .. hstrlc! IS geographIcally d,v,ded into three valleys. L.ower Swat, Upper 

Swat and Swat KohlSlarL 

TIle area (village) under f(";('arch falls unde!" the Tehsil of Kabal. Kabal Tehsli 

and VIllage Susinai arc occupied by Ihe Yousafzais, Syeds, Mulans, PaCilcl\as, 

GUF'K AJ.lrs and ['uiJ1t"n.>s.[1:ese Khelsj people Can speak and understand 

the PMhto Ianguage.lS It I) the,r maternal tongue n.... CUF'N and Aj.arsspeal.: 

CUJCU language bul th.·~· also rorn'eTSl' In Pu.JIloo language_ HO""lier most 01 

the people of the st ... dy all'a a .... YOU5ah:aI5 You5ab;ais are further divided 

mto tllOt fOllm .... ng ~ub Khtls 

Table 2..3. Major sub tri~ of Younfui in the village 

Yousafzais and t heir sub Khels 

• 
• • • • ) , , 

HaSllnali !l.1rokhd Nl3mal ""', Hafiz so"b,,, " .. ," 
Kh<' Kh,' """ Kh" Kh,' • L 



~ local eld~ pro\',dnl the d~tatls for the abo"e table, Acmrdmg to ~ 

eld .... rs all KIl('I~ hil,l"d cam" frolm diff .... n!flt a~"s and subsequent ly settled 

here SUlCl' long tunc.. 

2.2.2 Langu .. gM 

Pashto i5 tl><! ImguahnLa and rredommantly spoken In this VIllage. Gu"",,s 

and AI"~ converse m the .. o,,'n language toc .. lly lnown as CUJ'u. 1hose 

people woo work <l!I .1",ly.wages labor In btg c,ties lIke Karadu. Rawalpmd .. 

and Lahore N(. can under5tand .md spe .. l Urdu .. nd Punpbt beca~ of the,r 

e~posore to these Cltlt"S and frequent IIIteraction with the people of ~ 

Cltlt$. Locals prefer to hstom sorgs In P"shlo "'ngua8e on various occasions 

(Marri"ges .md fest,,'e OCCaSIOns, etc). The following ta ble shows the 

pem'lltage of sample populahon who can speal and understand diffe!l'nl 

languages, 

Table: 2.4 Languages spt'ak "rid understand by the sample popul .. t ion 

- - - ~-

Longu.o8" P .. shto G~jru Urdu Punj .. bi 

",';"'k -- ,--, ~tog<OClf u .. ,. '- U"" """ . - """ . 
~ .... • 

\ popuLaboIl H"" H"" "" "" 30' SO, '" "" - . SouIU'. SOniey oonducted dunng field worl 

• Und: nnliroSbnd 

2.2.3 Religion 

~ total popuialJOll of the v,llap- IS Muslim and people follow the traditions 

of Sumu 51. .... '- The people of Ih~ "f('a are staunch followe~ of [siam, thus 

rehpon has promot~.,j sobdanty among the people. MaJO"'Y of the people 

pt'rfoml f,ve tune. p"'y it d~)' There are two re ligious Madrasa's (schools) III 

thIS "illage For Dmlll T.tIeem (ll'~gJOus t'ducalJOn) children are sent to village 

-" 



lTlO5<!.ue wluch alo;o ........ ·cs il5 ~ \IadrMa I-Ie~ IS Mulv; sahib or Qan 

(religious preacrn,r5) who teaches the Holv Qur'an In the duldren. Parents 11\ 

thIS ,·il1age prt'f .... the relIgious t"du~.UlOll on moo.Iem t:.'<lUcatlQn for their 

daughters TItaI Ilo wh)' th" htl'f3CV riltl' of (emilie in the area is "ery low 

nM-OW Jl'-'"p~ ]0110"'- I\"'m In tl"'11 hfe T"'ttems t>ut some of theu <'\atoms 

comes "' ,:oUlSlOn w,lh religion but they foUow these customs due to their 

(ode of bfe 1.1'. Pulhtoon wah. far example mliOme cases the marriage 1!1 not 

tilking place <><:cording to their relIgion Islam but according In their own 

customs(Rtwaf~) 

2.2.4 Oren Pattern 

Dress is an important uullcator tha t manIfests every pattern. Ores5l!S lile the 

1.J.nguage aod ,t ... 1ecb al..., dlff.c'r from area to area dependmg upon the 

environmental condItion In thIS village, the inhabitants Wear Ihfo trad,tK)llilI 

PukhtOOfl dress COIlSlShng of 5tu.lwar l<.$mees and head wear_ Gener.dly the 

people of thIS ",lIage dunng S"m~r Wear han..! made Swah Toopi (cap) 

",-hile m wlnt .... P"<'pk' wear Parol (;0 woolen Op) also made In Salam Pur 

Swat_ People abo WNr !:I.:tdder (pll'Ct' 01 cloth) Ul thiclo:.ness of wluch dufer m 

wmte. an.:! summer. Women foil Wear Shal ... -ar Kameoes and Sadder /veil and 

for Purdah. they use shuttie-<ock Burqaus (veil) 

2.2.5 Occupation 

Male populahon (Adult) both wllbm and outs".Ie the village IS involved m the 

fol1owmg occurations Major occupahons pursued by village men are' 

1 o..~ SeilS employment 

2. Agriculture 

}. Go"ernlllent contractOf" 
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• 

5. W.lg~ labor 

6 Shop-I. .... pmg 

7. BusifV.'Ss/SOop/Tr"Ibp<'" 

8. Dn~lng/<":(""lultmg 

9. T~3Chu'g 

10. Otht"" 

Then' arr many peop1e In the vdage who pr3CbCe mort" than one occupabOn. 

Agru:uLture a .... 1 Land (ultivatiOl1 is not the only occupation. "These people do 

many other i<'b!oI besidl'l; agriculture hle <;orne a1(' shopkeepers. other are Taxi 

driver and y"t others. workIng as dally wage Laoors in big cities like Karachi. 

Rawalpllldi, Lahore, Peshawar ete. Some are also working 11$ pan tune 

('p>ployee5 m nearby v ,lLages U1 ConstructIOn, Cosmeli(: and Gi\5rompiln.ies 

>No ~ndn- ~t.l" of occup.hon /100. of % 

r...,icip&nts 
-

- -----m ...., 'oohrryJ foshins ..... ' '" "" 
" M ... Stu",""b (RdisK-'" Modrrn) " '" 
'" 

...., Fuminl " '" 
~. ..... Ow= ___ ploy. 

" '" 
'" M ... I Tadorinsl'ihDt>-~own ~ " '" .. ....... ... tJJ ,.,_/UI\lJ\atTiM ........ ,. 

'" . /F."n"'l III r ... t..h/[)q>mJoml 1,..,..10: 

lilUu T.ue- ot< 
I -- Tot.1 ". """' . - -- -

]be above tab1e show!; that 15~ c{ the total population IS II\volved 11\ overwas 

employment acllvities J ilt! 15'\ are/wen' doing fanning. Thus it means that a 



large number of tho' total popuut.on IS im'olved In over seas and Agncultural 

actWltll'S. 

2.2.6 food H~bil5 

SlDlpbut)" IS th~ haul marl of the food of the people of this nllage. The flXXt 

IS ~ .... ed on 'Daster Kawan~ .... d ... aling habits are very simple. Mostly two 

meills are taken a day m an a"eo1:e hou~hold. Men may also take some food 

(Tea and Paraw,) at noon in the agncultural fields, wluch In the local 

u~m\lnoLogy 15 called as·S..lhh~ lhe tndl!lOnal food of the village 15 MSag 

(shautal sharsham saba), Des. gItee. and butter" w.th maIZe and wheat loaves 

and l.assi; wh ... never some one of faIlllLy VISits nearby town, he brings beef 

which 15 eaten occasionally. Gu('Sts are usually served WIth rice and chicken. 

SpeciaL meal IS tall'n as a del~' The people also tau MQah"'a~ (green tea) 

as a routine ~fter dmner 

2..2..7 Agriculture 

The vllLag ... I~ situ;,t • ..J In ant! ar?a. (mountamous and lully "rea). In thl.' last 

agnrulture was lotall,' d"pealtnt on rawall but now nekpekhel canal. is 

Imgating 60 '" 0/ hdt!! of the area. Some fields are ung"ted with stream 

w"tCT but st",am wat~r IS deperkll"llt on ram faiL The crops that art' being 

grown ill the area are Rab!. crops lwhea t) and Khanf crops (MalU', Jawar etc}. 

In the pilSt poppy was "Iso culll;'ated but nowadays govtnunent has totally 

banned the cultivation of POPpY In the whole area The ;J.OOve CTOp5 are 

cultIvated ilt Ihe subsIStence level in thl.' village and thus are consumed 

localLy. 

Almost 70'" of the popuwnon of thl' area has agriculture as the,r maIO 5OW"C"I' 

of mcome. R1(e IS also cultivated but due to specifIC weather conditions of the 

vllJ,:\ge its production has no Illillch wilh oth"r dn'as of the districL 
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2..2..8 Agricullur;ol Activil; .... 

The whol.- arw ~ malt> dOIJU/\;l.Ie<! Thlt.,; .. -hy malo> mnnbers 01 !he 

CQrnmmuty att' cngagt'd In ~g .. cultoral ""1""t>1'5 '.1'. the irutlaJ land 

prepar.UIOI'l. rk>u8hm!,~ '""wm, han,t'~tmg and losl post harveshng. TIle 

female members of GUJilr and Apr work m fields in agricultund actiVities 

along w,th then male ~mbers "'luIe other tribe', female members only do 

the household wor]'; In harvestlllg the household may call the relatin~5 and 

0100 villagers on reciprocal baSI>. It is ailed Ashar. 

2..2..8.1 Rabi Crop5 (Ghanam) 

Rabi crops include wheat lind other seasonal \'~l'l<lbll5 grown by the people. 

Wheat or Rabl crops are grown III month 01 November and harvestM in May 

(Haar) Before sowing the w~AI seN the land m tilled and then deeply 

ploughed The \'Lilagcl'S generally gcl the land ploughed by tractors. Some 

pPOple gct the land ploughed by ox, normally !hOM' landS which an' hilly and 

not plaulS Afh'r the ploughIng. then I~ lime C1;>1TII'!I for o;eed sowmg_ During 

!he conception period fertilizers Afe also applied largely Desi fertllicler locally 

known as Deeran IS U5l'd 

2..2.8.2 Kharif Crops 

Khanf crops generally IllI.:lude Iowar, RICl' and maize but the rnam crop m the 

area IS maIZe. Kharif crops are so .... n in the moroth of June, July and harvl'5tM 

m the month of September, OI:tober (manay). AU these crops are also grown 

at a SUb!.lstCn.:<' h,,·e!. Mort' the rultlVahon of these crops the method of 

ploughmg and p""parall(ln is Silnor like Rabi crop. After this !he seed In sown 

In to the land II. Rabi crops 100 farmers use Des. fertJ.lIzer (IReran) but some 

tunes they also use chenucaJ fertilizers in order to get more produce. Fanners 



count the production 0( (:rops on the basis of Dan (5kg) and Mun ~ local 

leTl1unology meamng 10 Oaris (SO kg). 

2..2..9 Li"estocK 

In this "Ilage livestock', IS ~dered the mam and major «Or'I01JUC a$5I't 

alter agnrultural produce n.e vIllage people own different types of I",estock 

for hou5l"hoW cOllSUmpl1Otl.. e,g Cow, buffalo, goat. and ~p A5 the bulk 

plough the fields, the t>uffaioes, row, and gOilt gl\le moll<. mrd, ghl'(', and 

meaL The sheep pl'O\'u.le wool for blankets. The skIn of ttles<! ammals is used 

for leather <ToIft MIll,. ghee, butter etc are used as a food especially to serve 

the guests. The rommel1:Jal Solie of these products IS lmuted but 50~ 

household sell th~ products specoaUy Des. ghec, ThIS also helps III the 

household economy and to ('OVer the financial burden of the household. 

During my research I observed that these people used meal of their livestock 

as a favorite d,~h m marriages and other traditional cerelTlOl"lies.. 

2.J SOURCES OF I"CO\tE 

2.J.lllorlicullure 

Horticulture IS ret another rna .. SOUr«' of theIr II1OJrne. n.e main fruits 

grown In the area are peaches. apples, walnuts, plums. aprirols, Amlok 

(JapaJl6l' fru,t), 'The ilrea under orchard cuillvallon IS small because the 

people are cuttmg the t~ to use the land for agriculture. The fruits are sold 

10 g<!n@rate mcome but their coIT.mercial value In the m.,rket as rompared to 

the agriculture produ(:IS, an it. ~·egrtable etc is much lower. The mam 

vegetables of th .. awa "'dude tomatoes. potatoes, cabb<lge, lildrfinl\~, onions 

AU have great rommernal ~'alue m the m;,rkct. Therefore farmel'll are 

ulVol"ed In cu\tlllg of the orch.nd trees whoch has much lowered m the 
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po.'rceJ1t.lge 01 tn"", A<:coniing to the loOCio K'OnODUC survey form 50 to 60 

perrent decrcilSl' III on::h.ud t~ III the wt decade was observ~ Thus 50';' 

to 60", orchard Lmd h,,~ been converted mto agricultural land_ 

Fanners maL:- holes III the trees and "ails 01 thell houses Or put the mud 

made poller .. in the tret'5 for lhe bee; to get honey. 1lus prat:t>ee IS very 

C'OnUllOn m the art'a The honeo.' of Swat IS "''')" famous aU over the country_ 

The honey thus gathered 15 sold m other parts 01 the art'a and out s.de Swal 

2.3.3 Fishery 

There are some private farms lfI the area, In these fnrms the most priud 

-trout fl5he!; are bemg reafl"d. Swat Ri\'{'r too serves as a permanent abode of 

f~ throughout the )"ea r The tOUrt5ts art' mostly served with the trout fish 

a~ It 15 col\Slder~..-:I a d"IKacy of s...-at valley. 

2.3.4 Medicinal rlants 

\ledicu",t pl.i!nts continue to b<' an .mportant source for tlK! treatment of 

\arlOU5 ailments of hum.:on I.Jno.t as well as h"e<tock. P~1e 01 various arms 

came up with" number of ml'(ilonaJ pl.i!nts wh.ch they were usmg for curing 

m.alaria, pneumorua, rough cold other dlS('ast'S. Loc,,1s abo export ~ 

medIC1I1iI1 plants to oth('T art'as CJf Swat dIStrICt. Upper Swat Areas are rich in 

boologlCal resoun::es and house a l.i!rge number of plants of medicinal value. 

However all these plants art' coUII'CtI."d uwanably without col15ldenng for th6r 

COf1S('f"i\lion ~nd biod,versltv problems? At present all these plants filCf! a 

number of threats indudmg that of loss 0( proper habitat either due to cluna~ 

change or due to mcreao;e,J hu man I'f"ICTO<IChments_ 
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2.4 CIVIL A \lE~ITIESfFACILITIES 

Th ...... include either pTO\'lded tr). gm'o.>mment or ~. which are naturaUy 

.. ~"tlable to th., uthoabltants 

2.4.1 Educ~tion 

In tmo v,lIage Strsma.. tOere IS two government pnmary school. and 

government lugh SlChool for boy1 but gIrls have only pnmary school No high 

school for girls In lhe vIllage 1bere are two private roeduCilhon pnmary 

schools and three boys private bgh SlChooLs. The COnditiOn of these schools is 

.. wful b«-.lU~ then' IS ~hortage of faahtte!l lile they are mQ5tly closed from 

the month of De<:embt"r to M'l"<:h bcc"~use of Ihe wmll'!" cold. Very few 

children gN hIgh school eduCllbOn. ~iy mformants were W ~·teW that only 

male get e<lucatlC>n up to the h'g!l schoo!!e"el and the guLs 8re not allowed to 

go to the high school. 

Natives belie .. .-... ...! that wr~ is no need for fema~ to get modem ~ucabon. For 

them. parents prefer religious educatIOn m theIr houses or Madarasas. There 

~re three MaJ.uasas III the ~tud)' area. According to Joc;U people it is 

necessary that (email' should <tay msule tht'll household. Due to this reason 

the female literary ratIO IS very k'w that IS 5'1. U'l thts village. 

TABLE :-':0. 2.6. EDUCATION SYSTEMS IN TilE VILLAGE 

-
c.nd~ Formal Religious 

5<hoo" Madrasas 
- -

H • .., -TMId.lk ,....., T ........ Ub • 
""'" 

Male 01 ro 02 ro m 

Femall' ro ro 01 01 0 
-- ~ 



PI~I": 2.4 8oy~ going 10 ~ School of th" Vilh'8" 

2.4.2I1uhh 

Following three system or medICine al1" prevalent in the village for health 

see1un8- Allopathy, Herbal medicines alld Homeopathy, and Spiritual or 

rehg;aus healmg_ 

1) Allopathy 

In tim village there .,,, gov"mmental and pnvat" health treatment facilities 

av;aililbk' where ~ble ;allopathic tTNtmenls ill'!' av"iLable_ The vilbl~ 

market has small medICal stores" hel1' \·,Ilagel"$ but allop"thic medicines. In 



minor health problems vlililgel'5 use 10 VlSIllhe vdlilge dlSpens.ary for first aid 

treatment, butm major cases or ffi"II"rgency they mm-" 10 tehstl hospit .. 1 Kabal 

two "lIomeleT~ a .. ,,)" from the ll<!a or dislnct headquarter hospital In Saidu 

Shanf .. hlCh IS 1& ldmnl'ler<; from ~ ~'ll1age 

In most of Ihl.> .. 1.·lI"ery case peop~ follow thf! Irad,1lOna1 methods i.e rrudwife 

looks after tho:> pn--gnanl .. omen ItI! dell.·ery. Qthe ....... tSI', If not .. vallable ~ 

... 1de5tladv of Ih ... f; 'mily Or m neighbof!; (womeo) who have some experience 

m dulmg such ColSI'5 play the role of midwife. 

Some Iwenty yeill'5 before- tlw villager's used mostly other traditional 

medllClnell but no...·adap they a~ uSIng allopathic med~ Ounng my 

survey I obse .... ed thai SO'\ pE'Ilple were uSing allopathic medicine 10 tn>at 

their health probloems 

2) Herb;tl medicines and lIomfllpalhy 

Since th .. area 1~ rich In v"nett of medicUlil I plants therefore /llong with 

aUopathy people 01 the area alSIl u'if' OOllll.'Opaltuc treatment (me..lw:~) for 

certain d~ase h"e achmg looth. sore throat, wounds, JOml ache, cholera, 

Warrhea, sk1n Irritation, etc Because various plants and herbs are considered 

10 be the affective treatmoonl of thI! abo\·e mcnhoned diseases.. I observed that 

30~ of the populations 51,[1 usmg Herbal medicines. Homeopathy IS still 

another popular health _lmg behaYlor because people believe that thl.'l kind 

of treatmenllS easy and aiM) thelllS no SIde effrct of this t~almenl. 

3) Spiritual or Religious lIealing 

People are al50 used 10 Il'hgivus treatment for the trealInent of a'rlam 

dISeases as 1M mfiuence of rehglOil IS deep rooled In the village. As .. 

consequena." people consult Malllvl$ and the people w,lh rehgiouS f;tme to 



fond OUI ... l.J.giou~ lRalm .. nl for the,r d_ases They lRat t~1I' palIen.l$ w,th 

Taveez (amulet) and ~'\1Ition l,f the "er.;es from Holy Quran. Only 20% 01 

the population w .... usmg h'Mla\ or spmlual mcthoc! of t""alment 

hble nO 2.7: Trutm(nt method, in the village Sif!l inai 

-- - -- ~ Percenlage -S.No \tethods :"Joo! 

Respondent>. 
- -+ 

-

1 Allopathy SO SO, 
-- -

2 Herbal and Hom('Opalhy 30 30' 
3 Spmtual or ReiLgLl)us Hc.lmg ,. ,., 
• Total 100 100 , 

-Source. Suney ronducted dunng Held work 

2.4.3 Transport 

Here In this nllage S ... Sma, tht-~ 15 a road the m wesl of Ihc vLllage. 1be 

people of tlus ~-dlage are depenJ,onl on thIS road 10 a,-ail the basIC facilil1es of 

Me. The road from v,lLlge Sir Sma, to Mmgora Swat (connecling pmnt) IS 

mdallM: (carpt"«'J) but not In a good cond,tion. From Sir Sina, to Mmgora 

1.'\,l'ry In'" of tr,"'''porl ,~a,-adaNI.' from dawn to dusk. The vLllagers uSl.' th15 

Iransport ut marriage a'~1TLOI1H'S as well "'~~ .... , some thirty years ago the 

people used bullock carts and hO!Se carts ,n mamage a'fCmorues. Most of the 

people having their own I:r3ruport which ~ a~ using for dufeR'ni 

purposes aeronl,ng 10 the need Every one from the muMle class in the Village 

IS able to buy so""", tn-.e of "chldes for Ius p""o .. al Ulit' as there 15 no taJ[ on 

the veludes and aU the tral\5port available in the village IS non custom paid 

These people use it £01' ptt:k and drop servire of the tour15t during the SUmrfLl.'r 

season. They .. 1<;0 use 1\ for tranSf'Vrtmg their agnculture produce from their 
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f~lds TIle an>a " p<lrtl}' hIli)· and partl)· plain. In the hIlly areas the roads.~ 

h.ud to d fin"! ..... h .. e Ihe pl.lln ar~,l roads a re ea.~r to drive 

2.VI Eiedricity 

AocordUlg to local .-.pk theM two vlllagt!S ,,'ere ek-ctnfied ~ 25 years 

back. Supply durahon of e!edna!), IS 18 to 20 hoUA per 24 hours. The voltll~ 

1$ also ve,>, 10'" lust 11"" the canJIe ilght (LaltJ.m). ~!ajonty of ~ple have no 

TV. and other electnc appilarces I.e, washmg machmes, Reingerator ell:. 

HO"·n·er thev use fans. electrO: Iron. heater etc_ on festi~'e occasions and 

marriages 

Ueclrin ty also plays an unporlan! role lind 15 used fervently. 

2.45 Walu Supply and Sanilation 

The inhab,tants of the vlllag(, 1L'le slream wal('r. sprmg lind well waler for 

drinking pu1'p'OW. In ca~ of ~rring an.! ~tream .. ·aler .... omen have to walk 

some distaOCt' WIth earthen ve_1s (gaggers) to retch wBter as there is no 

water ,upply scheme ID the vliuV_ In rainy srason pe>ple face difficulty 10 

brUlg or fett:h waler Women aha dean and wash the dollu in the ""arby 

srn.am or Ul sprmg_ In few households elOOn: water pumps a~ available. 

Thus the mam SQU~ for drinlmg w"ler and for other purposes are tJw 

srn.am, ,pnng and "-ell ulSIde 01: oulslde the household. Men never do water 

fetching AU the burden of water fetchmg is on the shoulden of women. On 

marnage Cftemonies large quantity of water IS needed, therefore waler IS 

fetched through electric motors aad also some time pulleys Me used. 



2.5 TRADE 

The larg< ~t ek-nwnt of tJw. e>.t:nul IT"d" from SiTSmai indudes pot.UOl'S; 

IOnlaIOC'S, tunul'~' onions, and SOme vegelable5 are !iOld If\ large quantity If\ 

Ill<' S-..al mar .... t 1"h" fn.llls "f ".n{lUS "mds mduulf\& apples orange; apncot, 

peaches. are e~p(!rted 10 nea rly all big eliIt'S of tho- country 

Among the food delicacies. there an> thrte III':ntS wluch are more precious 

than anY other. These are ho~, butler, and mushroonu Honey has much 

unportance in the exlerllal trade from thO' economIC point of view 

• - I " • 
• 

Plate, l.S ... "I II ......... 
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CHAPTER: 03 

SOCIAL Iro.:STITlITlO:-"S AND MARRIAGE PATTERNS I 

3.1 INTRODUCTIO:-' 

In tho.s chapler I haH locused oro different 'lQCiai insbtutions of the village. 

The trnportaoce of :oDCJ.a1 U>5l1tutron III roo way can boo derued the 

anthropolog><:oll u .... ge IS 01 bit different from the common parlaoce. In 

anthropology Rather ,t IS an mganlUllOrl made to achIeVe some goals or 

actIVities that people feel tmportanl Thus Institutions are the s tructured 

processes through whICh groups and mdIVl(luals strive to cany on their 

aoebvities. 

These govern Ihe bt-havlOr of two or more md,viduals. specfically InSt,tutions 

are idenhfled .... ,th a soc,al purpa;t' and permanence, transcending individual 

human hvl'S ilnd 111\<'111101"15. and .... ,th Ihe makmg and enforcing of rules 

gO\'emmg ~"1XlP<'rah\'<' hUOldn behaVIOl". 

The term. UbillUhon. >5 commonly applwJ to customs and behavIOr patterns 

trnportant to a social ('Dmmunity. il5 .... 1'11 '" to particular for"",1 organiZations 

of government ilntI public servlCt'. As structures and mechall>5ms of social 

order among hum .. ns, institutions aTe one of the principal objects of study in 

the 5OCi.11 5CK'OCes including 5OCiology, political science and ecoroomia_ 

Institutions are a central ~m for law, the formal Tq;HTle for poht>eal rWe-

makmg an..! enfol'C'rll1l'nl- lbe creallOn and evolution of mstltutions is a 

pnm.uy topic for hIStory 

(Wii<'pe(ha. \he free encyclopedIa) 



Al'l:Onhng to Ikr~tL-..l . 

• An institutIon In mort IS a defuute formal and regular way of doing 

§Onwthlng' . 

The Broon an..! 5O!'w....11. mdude both rr0c65 and group; 

All the above dl'fuutiol15 of mslltutJon Imply both a Sf'1 of behaVIOrs, norms 

and !;}"!;t"m of sooal ... lahon5hips through "hlCh these norms art' practiced, 

let os h.we a formal defuutlOn. wruch clearlv UlCludes certam basIC needs of 

comrnulUty. In lIus defimtlon 'common values' refers to $hared Ideas and 

goals: the 'common procedures' are the standardiU'd beh;'lVior patterns the 

groups follows; and the 'system of relaoonstups" is the network of roles and 

status through "luch IhlS behanor 15 «lrned out 

Thus t~ fanu.l\" Lncludes a .... t 01 common \"alues e.g. (love for duJdren) a set 

of comnson prOC\'dures (chIldren cart'. parents respect, love for eitCh other etc 

and • nctworl. of roll"'> .,>d $Itu~ (husband. wife. chIldren and family 

U'lOOII\O') that form tho' sY""'m of wnal relationslups through which family life 

IS carn~l oul 

Now Ihe question is that that how an Institution develops? Answer is that ,I 

IS a long process spread over CI1'nrurle5. Hl'I1", we try to analyze the process of 

Pukhloons and Pukhtoonwah in terms of historICal and ('Ultural passage over 

dIfferent """ods Institution emerges as the largely unplanned products of 

social hvmg. 

People rna"e groups for prikhcal iKhio: ... "nlCill of their Ill'l'ds; they fmd some 

workable patterns. whICh harden Ihrough repetition mlo standardired 

cu5l0ms. As "'1\e pilS5O.'~, thew pallems ""'quITe a body of follOuTt', which 



lustiries and ""nd'0I\5 the bank gradually as tIM> need for stormg. transferring. 

borro ... ·mg.. ,111 • .1 len .. hng JI\Ofl('\' ga"e n,w to senes of pracbc'es for 

oloCOOn'phshu'g th('SE' purposes from lime to tm ... ML'n m'ghl galher to roddy 

""d give legal endorsemel\1 to these practices as they rontmued to develop 

an,l change 

In this elypt,·. mam"f,e ""Items "re also dISCUssed, Pattern may be defined 

a~ a pecuhar wa,' of domg wmo:!hmg Thus marriage pattern here mran the 

way through which marriag.,,; a~ solemnized m this village. Further the term 

pattern imphes the catL'gones in to which p<'OJ'le Iil<e to marry their sons Or 

daughters a .. d that ,,'hat are the lIW)$t prefem'd marriages types in the vdlage. 

Llle oU,er societies of the world In tlus rommuruty marriage IS thought a 

social necess,lv and IS the fU'S1 step of the formahon of the family. TIle legal 

and social aspect of marnag ... is fully ohscnled In the village Sirsm..II. and 

marriage IS I"'rformed w,th the consent of parents and '" the prese~ of 

whole vdlage. Howt'\'er no COI"I5O.'Ilt of the 00;.0 and girl is sought in most of the 

uses, Th" ,",,"',du315 ",'ho are gelling mamo:'<.l are S1.mply ",formed of Ihe 

deCIsion of elders, Though w,th the sharp spreaJ of educatIOn and due to the 

urlluenct' of media, so ..... famihl'fo have now ~I ... ted asking lhe will of both the 

boy and girl. However ,I IS m rare C&5e5. ThIS chapter also deals w,th !he 

marriage ~r"monics trad,tions followed, and marriage C!bIOInS, as well as 

d,fferent !iOCldl i""lIluhon reganLng marnagL". 

3.2 KlNSIIIP 

Kinship and familv is the basi<: un,1 of any soc .... ty, without undersl3nding 

these social institullOoS, we as anthropologLSts are unable to do anv 

anthropologw:al research. By stud)"ng iunsh,p msbtubOns WI' would be able 

10 understand soaal and I'COnomlC Ideas of the members of the society. 

Kmship 15 anthropologKalJ\' d"hned 'as thI' ronnectJOn or relalll:)mrup 



belween per<;<m" by blood Or IJ1..lrr"'ge·· If Ihl' kIn are rl'l .. ted by blood It is 

called consanguineal lmslup ",bhon for t'>.ample fatht.'r 50n relatIonShip. 

Sunilarl) "h .. " tlJt, kon ~re reLtIL-d by marnilg .. Or affonal rebtionshlp tht.' 

kU"lShip I~ ,"",IIet! afl" ... ,1 rdahonsh,p. for t'xample husband and wife 

rcbtoonshlp ~,nshlp l~ ".,.,. of lhe Importanl umv .. rsals in human .KICH"ty and 

thekfore. pLws an Important lUll'" 111 tfw> reguLlhon of behavior and the 

forma bon of the soc.,,1 group The system of kU"lShip and marriage plays an 

Important roll'" 11\ mamtauung coIIolOll arul sohdanty of the society. 

In the communily. where I dId my fidd work, there are patrilineallf.gn.at:io: 

J..mslup II\StllutIOns Palnlmea.ll/.gnahc luruih.p IS that lunshlp 'nsbtuhon in 

which the m,t."".luallr;lCes Ius/her arocestry through the mall' member of lhe 

family. The .. ght 10 1"1.1"1' power Qf (Qntrol and transfer of property l1t'5 In the 

hands of millI'" memben of the bml]Y If we compare the ethnographK data 

about the alll~nces and Unll)' of thl' km, 01 IS ell'a. that there are more strong 

r('btions between blolld relaltves than allrnal kIn '1111' consangumeal km help 

t'ach otm m various social issul'S 11"'" qualTt'b. Dushmaru (mnuty), W.da 

(mamagt') and other problems ano.! .. vents of happiness. It dOt"< nol m .. an that 

all !hi' blood reLltions ~Tl' ~trongu then affmal relatiorl5 

lbere are also .. ~arnpll'"S of d.vu.led blood relativl'"S and urutro affinal 

rl'labvt'5. Blood rebtlV!' rtlDSlly d,vIde On thl'" ISSUes of property d,vISIOn, 

Tarborwali t'te. 

Due to the ,-ita! role of kll\Ship terminology in structunng the human 

reblJOl\!illlps. atIlhropologlSts are always interested .Ill the analysis of ~hip 

terms. KinshIp terrnlllulogy, he:'C on this study helped 10 under5tlnd !hi' 

factnrs 01 c;,;,b and Tarborwail. It helped ITM' to understand who IS caUed 

Tarbar and up to what .. .,tent !un recogrutlOn IS done. Who help each other 

more and who are 38alllst each other in family or Khanadan' 



Following an' the tcrm~ used to refer the km relallons 

3.2.1 L" ... "IJ of kinshi p r~ogniti"n 

By the ~,,,, 0( rt'COf,ruhon. I m,'an huw the·), l'\"CogntU and I"entity 

thelll.5el\'1'!> or what lm"s of kill groups pll'Vad In the i'iTt'a. This lev"l of 

rt'<:oglutlon, "lIed th .. l .. ~,cl of un,ty and CQOl .... ration on marriages aod other 

social and ectJonOOUC ~u~ ~ .. ,l]..;og" as a UlUt IS recognIZed as one outsode. 

The". are followmg bonds of I.mshlp recogrutlon. They are KMI, KJwlJQd'JII 

and Kor (famdy). 

3.2.2 Khel (clan) 

Khel is an ... thnographl< umt fomung the ct'nlnl pomt around wt.i.ch thl- tribe 

mo\Il'S. Khel IS a umt of taoor an,1 duster 0( lhOlnadan WhKh is composed of 

lwr In the ;)rea term Khel is u;.et.! as suffi\ .. .J to the name mdicahng the 

o:Ihnogr~rhK urut. 

Cham (Mohalb) IS dl~'id"" mto numbers of groups whICh is known as 

Khel(s). In Kh«l, ~U tt.. ~mbers tn.t:l" the.r ItneOlge 10 the common 2.ll('I$tor, 

All the members m Ol Khel ale bloooJ relativl'S. In the cham (Mohalla) e\'ery 

.ndi ... idual IS recogn1U'<l by the ..... me of hIS KiwI. It IS the urul of identification 

and idenluio.:at>on. In the cham Mahalia.- Khel$ are the co-operatwe group5. 

Members of a KJw:oI, most of lhe Itme work together 10 sol ... e pmblell1$, but 

there are e~,'mpl~ of dtsuruled or d .... ided Khels, hke Mubn (a Khel) in 

Mahalb Mu1ano cham. 

In cham (MohalIal- Kh .. b &"t together, 10 sol ... e the common problell\5 0( the 

d\am. Khel serves as a group lor the mll'rl'SU 0( the cham. Khel is the 

combinatton of ... anous KhanadallS. 



3.2.3 Kh~nadan 

Khanadan is the practJcalln'el of n:rogrut1On and partICipatIon in the VIllage. 

It mill"" hr<,t than Khd ,md seren.! to Kor/family_ For the most lime it IS 

oollSldered 1111 the th .. ,l or fourth gf'fM't-aUons Khanadan nallU' IS glV",n by the 

name of thot- eldest (falher) III tm. group_ In thIS group the acts and de"b of 

any IIlember ,tre conslde..,d, the a(;lion from Ihe whole group 1llis group is 

the ~l tte'J group. and the nwmbers of thIS group stand together Ul every 

fIeld of hfe J.;,.hanadan COnsISt of Kor(s)/fam,hes 

3.2.4 Kor/f .. m ily 

KOT is the subdIvISion of JCheI. Kor Qr film!.ly is the basic socio-eronomic uru! 

among the v"lage. KaT truly be defined as a;omt at extended family bVUlg on 

the OOl' Or the sam\' hearth, pool.lllg their econom~ neu'SS,t>eS and SpeOOUlg 

on their f .. nuly IIlemben, It is the sfl\illles\ Ulut oC the sociill o rganiZiltlOn in 

the viUo.ge anJ. COnsISts of..u ~ ·mthvKl.u.ols~ or relames who are hving Ul 

a sIngle household As doscu56l'\1 b\' AJ.;,ber 5 Ahmad ~Kor (hou~J '",nlly 

rrlntrd kmfoik OCr.l'PY"'1 II "",glr Ylllrmnll lind ;o;,,'11j ~b~':ls 101M PlIlhilnty 11{ a 

1:'",,& c:: linusWI'"" 

(Ahfl\ild 1980,25) 

After marriage the newly marrIN couple l"'e5 among or near th.. parents of 

the bride, But usually thc}' lIve ",th Ihe parents of the bnde; they live h ll the 

lime when there is no n"';or pro~lem wllh the father or w,th the brothers of 

the bnde 

RepresenlallOr"l and partlClpahon III Khers l:"t' .... n"lOnle'l IS the participahon of 

whole of the Kar members but Cf'remonies of Mohal1a and village an! attained 

by one or 1I10r(' member~ of Ihl' Kor. dcpeooing on till' mtenslty o f relations of 

th.. parbes As pashtoon "iOCiet)' IS a palnheal and palnarchal society so, at all 



1M.,.·1~ of Lin group",r. (.:ham. Kho.>I. Khanadan. Kor) tlV1' fam.t.ly 15 represented 

b)' t~ mill ... mcmlx-r 

llwre are foU"" mg Iy]"l"§ of lor/famll)' In the area 

l.U '\uclur hmil)" 

II " defined as a umt COIlS.l!>lmg of miln Iu5 wu .. and th ... u ctuklR'n. In the 

Mc~1t1lan d'ctionaIV of ilfilhropology, Murdock defines nuclear family as 

-eoll'pusni of """llf'r • ..,II.,r·)', ,<hm.lllnd IIlt'Ir d"r.lrrn-

(McMIllan dlcuonary of anthropology, ppl11) 

TIus group follows IIll' ortler of the mille member and Sl'rves as the basi<: unll 

of IntereslS fOf' the local polilicia"5. In the village then! are large number$ of 

nudear r .. m,he5_ Mo-;t of the people hve on }Omt { .. nubes, The head of the type 

of fam.t.ly l5 alwars the .. MIl'SI mak father or eldest brother 

l.2.6 Joinl Elmily 

JO,nt famIly ,~such type of , .. nuly m whICh two or more than two brothers or 

Sl5ters li~'e wIth the" r"nul.es I~ the village there .. re" big number of JOUIt 

f .. nuhes of the brothl"ts hVlng m i housc. who sh.ue their n'$OUrces of income 

an.! milk dt'(;"'0115l"lntiy In other affaIrs. 

3.2.7 &t~nded Family 

In the fam,I\-. when> 1"'0 or more bmtber$, along WIth their milrried sons and 

the,r children hve togetheT, IS c;111ed ... xtend .... (anuly. In !he village u.r..re are 

few faDuiles wluch have such typt of system 



3...3 TERRITORIAL RECOG~1l10N 

With the k.mshIP, t",.nturial (filiations ;tlways reOlaIl"'-od an important 

... I.-ment In group's formaliol\ ;tnd ,,\e"tity (or vanOl.ls purposes like 

m.nnaget. feu .. b. L'C'on • .mlll: UI1I,'I\S, e1U-hang"", and for pohtxal groups abo 

peopl<' from \'UlOUS, ca~t .. color and creed unite together on the baSIS of 

t"rritori.,1 muonS 

3.3.1 Vill"ge 

Village IS one unit In thot Union Council. village IS considerffi to be ~ ITI(lSt 

Important factor, 5OCiall\' and politicallv VIllage usually COl\SlSts of various 

(charru;}MohaUas (wanl~) m tlle area S"',,".al ConSISI5 of five mam 

(chams)~lohallas People mtTOOu:ed themselves by the name of their village 

out Side, On the baSIS 01 being from the same village people help each other m 

\'''.;0.., ISSues, both msld .. and Ql.;l$lde tho: are.! 

3.3.2 Ch~m (ward) 

Cham IS " communal block.. wil<'re the rooPle hve. Ttwy may be from the 

same caste Or may not be, but they ha,'t' close relationstllps and sh"n! thell 

sorrows and happme5S Thus, cholm is the .. pecific block w~ the people live 

communally, we can say It m U.du lenn Mol.allah (ward), 

Cham 15 the unll of ,..!enltfKat>(ln III thevlliage It OOn5l5tS of Khels, Khan.,dan 

;mJ ~rl f"nulk. .... lt 15 not nt'(~ry that "Uthe people ill a Cham would be 

relatives In most of the time ("',m IS a geographic settlement, It could be 

called, 'ward' The member of a cham IS kienhfN!d by the name of the Cham 

In the village. People; help each other bemg a member of the Village but 

(hamwala (membeT 01 MohaIla) Ilithe first who rome to help. 



"'Iamag..-s are p~Io'rred "",,,I., d.am aOO chamwala d g.~,.,n .mporta~ ow.. 

peopl~ of olher dlAms For the mosl hm~ members of a cham are 

relatl~-e<; / kin. if Ih('ir &""",alogr is traccd back 10 hfth or s ixth generahOtlS. 

TIle reLlhon of Oil'" clulm wllh 011\<· .... dl;lms IS ,-cry pcacdul and there is no 

wnfh.;1 beh ....... l1 dtam ... lhe membe .... of one cham interact WIth the mt'mber 

of othloT ~ham. ~lIy and no ~ can! ha,'~ objoection on has relahons 

There IS frtends]up and !!I.'en marriag~ betwet'n the chams' Village 15 divided 

mto chams ms .. .Ie but from outside .t works ali o~ unit_ chams set together. 

to resolve the'T ,~u ..... F..ach cham 15 d,vlded mto \/arious Khels. 

It 15 a commuNI relabonslup among the people ~. II 15 the relahon5hip 

betweell the propk: whcre member participilte .11 every kmd of activity iIIld 

do help each olll.'r TIt...t may be death. OT may be the moment of ,,",ppmHS. 

Befort III<' sllll~ 'if tV"b n",' dumrg 1M rolf or ""'/11 ., ",as <I,f(frt", from IOflny. 171<' 

pNpIt""oo __ """nJ 10 ioU Or ""lao. ~ IVUfllf:gltt -... boo"" ID tilt dID,.lIlso, 

ltltl toJ4y hnl' tk5 ,"shIll/Ion •• Irmdnll" III<' spt'ufir dUIIII '" hn.'il1I1' of /M tImI. 

Acconhng to the; ru$lom Kalwq;lwo. the peor1(' hrlp communally eac:1I othe-r 

m different eVl'nls; for l'~ample. when SOIllI.' one d.ed In the specifIC 

communal block. the other peop~ helped. tho,> affected pc,-,on. They arrangN 

food for how;o,hol.ls that are suffered Sinularly when there is II wedding 

matnmoruai. lhe peopJ.. do help.....,h olne.-. 

We (illI SOly in other words Kalav K.llwer,he IS iI Sigruficant aspect of pukhloo, 

It I!i ~lated to \/11;1.] sociiIl actl"'llCS of rommunal lIfe. 
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For example. ·Partinpalmg Ihe IJ!,lrolhal, wedding. funerals ;Iond olher arran's 

of sorrows ;Iond joyo;. vlSlhng 1M SKI. per5On'5 (D.lo rnaJ'ee'l' lapoos) providing 

th" 'equ",·,1 ;Io~~is"'T1l'e 10 the follow nllagen (Ashar, gubal) or 10 co-<>pentte 

ea.ch other In harvesting. thn:,shlflg. <:utling grassing and vanous other 

po'rsonal achnUes WhKh (;Ion not hP done mJ"'lduaUy [tl'li;loOO the part 01 

K;Iolay Kalweghe. Thus Kala\' Kaweghe IS an Important code of conduct and 

commandment of pukhtu and pu1.htoon"l In rural setup 

In today's SO<:loll setup of the a ... ·;Io. ""me changes ha~'e occurnod In Kalay 

Kalweghe II l~ bound",\ up-to chum. but shn exISts. Its prevalence IS In large 

area like before but due to modemlL~hon some changes have ocrurred 

3.3.4 Gawandetob (Rights of n"i,hbors) 

In Iocallangu,lge neIghbors ~ c.lIed gaw;IoIxh",,- All neighboring hou5C5 an'" 

considered. as one In all festl\'als ~"d social functlOrlS. Pukhtoon"l even dIe for 

their guests and neighbor'l' Islam the religIon of the atl'a also ordamed nghts 

01 neighbors In ~'I!r)' ~trong "'ord~. 'nw people of the focused art'a an' very 

c<X>pCnltlVe ;>"..1 help e ..... h other In l"Iiery movement of sorrows lind jO)'s. As 

I.u as m.unag~'S are Uln<:"mf"d I"" g;>w;>,,,han (neIghbors) HUJril and 

crockery. COb. and otht"r tlungs are u5I'\I for 1M guests who particIpate in 1M 

ceremony. bKauSl" there exISts r«'lproClty ;IoIDOllg the people. 

3.3.5 Dhera 

[t IS the personal pia.«' w .... re tho! people 511 to dl5CU5S theIr dIfferent ISSUes 

aoolllS also 1M plact- ",hew oulSlde gu~ are Il!Cewed and entertained. This 

is place, whteh haS;lo room and oonunda (var'lll\J;Io). 

flus p;lorhOllar pJa..-., IS u~ lor JIIta conductmg and other political and sociitl 

celebrau01lS, For example, wedlhng and other ceremonies, the males gather 

here for dlffl'rent ad!' Illes 



33.6 ~Iuiu 

In the trad,tional Pukhto()ru. 5OCit'ly. I"'" HUJr~'s are not personal but 

commuMI proper"'· of all I~ Peopk' on ~ bloc!. of nll.Jge or of the whole 

,·ulage The,· ",mil\" hoM I"'" propnelo .... h,p nghts and are COIlP<;hv('ly 

respons,ble for ,b n"laonle .... n<;e. Hujra~ plays a ",td role 11"1 PukhlQOn socidy. 

for thee a~ 001 Inl'rely Il\('f\ ~ bul abo serv~ as the "is'tor.;; and guest 

houses are focal POint for cumJlluruty actions ilnd opmionll, are the places for 

sieo:!pmg of unmarried ..... I<"S. and <;0 forlh- "These Hu)ra5 ~re been multi 

purpose commumtv comll'r.;; As such iiu)ras are used for celebrating n",mage 

ceremomes and ott~r soc,al olClml'l5 As compared 10 the Dehra and Bethak 

the Hu)ras crn,I'n....t mot1' a"".l 

rlate" 4.1. A lI uj ... of the Vilbge 
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3.3.7 Beth"k 

It OOJ\5L'ts 01 01 room ... h ... ·h JlI"OIllc use f(lf their guests and for general 

d.scuss.on In Engh'h h'rm, we (an (ali.t -Guest Room" It ""'Y be altolChed 

to home. bul m 'IOIJW lu,u_,1 isa ... ·r~r~te plan· 

3,4 ASI1EI~ 

To do «lllecilvely ~"v tnhal public ",.,.lls known as . ,\ sh""", Some say illS 

an Aryan word , 5On,(, 5<ly A.dbt<· All workutgmen of the cham or Mohallith 

po1rticipate in Ashar If one refuses to parh,;'pate ut Ashar; the pe'JOt. is 

rnticized dnd will be kICked out from the Kalweghe. The custom CiIll be traced 

down from ancient trIbes ... her~ ~IJ the dCUVlhes were performed through 

A'ihar Due to motlemlit.'IIlOn 00 .. It IS (hangl'd to salIM" extent but still.bv@. 

3.5 ASHEHGANI 

Ashargam medJ\5 the pt'f5Qf1S ch()5it'n Or demanded for asha r. The ammals, 

wloch arc u!><.>ti for .t ,It .. called ,\sherbaru Thoe penons partICipating Ashar 

6re called Ashar garu Food IS .,ranged fOf the Ashergaru by the COf1('eITI 

pel'5Qn for whom they are working 

J.6GHAIHAT 

(,;h.alJat me,lI\S &011 or <;elf honor. To let'p On ones own and hiS tnbe or family 

prestige, one has to be ualous. courageous;md $(lJJlf' what heed1es5. 1ne one 

who is nol zealous ami courageous may oome under the subjugatlon of 

others. uUlng one 8egha'TlI t (unlt;l.lous) is an abuse equal to calling !\ilmI'S. 

N"o body has the right to caU ~lll7Iher one as BeghalTll t Ghalrat d~ not Imply 

for only rnen.; worrum also must haye C hamal. Ghmral often tinged with 
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fanahOSIn yet it helps to preserve the tnb.tl and farrulv system and as in 

integral component of PuU"oons. 

3.7 JIRGA 

J'Tga a .......,lLng of a g""'1' 01 tnhal ciders who have the authonty to settle a 

dISpute .'L1.:~pt.lble 10 "II ~,dl'!> In common usage any meetmg convenffi 10 

Invesbgate and settle Inbal matle", is called J.rga 

Jirga IS a large meeting In whICh. the nldsharan (elders of the familLes) take 

part 10 ,"Vl'Shgale and settle lhe .mportant tnbal problems The mullahs, 

spmtual and l'@hgious lNdersalsoparbClpate .n J.rga and pray fOr.1S sua:es.s. 

Juga IS held m open pl«t- or In HUJIil5 In J.rga .• u the members are equal 

Some tLml"'l JIrsa 15 held In a ~I piao;y, If IS dC'f'med 50, e.g. If the matter is 

CQlnpl~ak-.J and agaUlS! the puboc morahty, thellli IS held m a secret place. 

DecIS,ollS are laken amI tilt- m;Ltt"rs are TL'SOlved in il When the decision is 

rea(1Ied to §Olutm. ttl<' Jlrga will taU oath On Holy Qur'an. The CQnlnbutor.; 

of the [uga put hands OIllhe Hoh Qur'an and rledge to carry out the decision 

solemnly 

3.8 RIWAJ 

Rm'at- In the pl1!\'ak-nt conlext means cm;tom 01'" rustomary Jaw. In Pashlo 

RIWaJ goventS in all mailers bke romluct of life alld behavior of the 

Pukhtoons to a grealer e)(tenl illS IDOn.' in u<;e than IslamioC law, whi<:h is the 

ba~" rehgKln of thL5 UN lor eumple. the eldest L1'CeIVes greater share of 

pmpl!'rty ie called 'tlY ".ashMi Itisa" 

The daughters do not Inherl'flt in property heTe and when she damu \0 take 

her share, her minimum punishment IS soc",,] boycott of the father's family. 



One aspect of th<- nrious nwtten abldmg b)' Ro .. -al is coll5.dered obligatory 

thaI is whv Pulhloons sayong IS Ihilt 'dOl kale woza kho da narl1\8 rna wozaN 

'.Ieaning: "lea"e the "'Ilage, if you an;> nnt harry, but abide by liS prevalent 

custom, wh('(lwT \'OU hl~ Or not 

About RI .. -al_ .. h""h general .. nUKh lll1d of sooal and f;mulr prob~ms. due to 

~pK1fic cuslom (>( area No ma ....... ge under rommon law !\as been recogruzed 

bul tht',- do II a..:~vrdmg 10 their own Pulhtoon CU.~toms_ 

3.9 SHAl{:\1 

Shitnn is the lerm used for dl5g~ or defamation caused to the girls 

parents/brothets ele on .>CCQUJlI of her sexual or 101,'01' involvemenl With her 

boy fnfiId agalll5l the Inhal OOml5 if the piur 15 caught red handed, they are 

lilled instantly by lhe member:s d the women Side. Smularly the woman put 

to rape Or adullery whe""'-~r returns In her home, shall be put to ,mmediate 

death. To a"",d ht'r death, <;he ~ at liberty til go anywhere she wants other 

than her homeland '\Jo bo.lr m the tnbe loan tale the risk of grantmg her 

asylum and ~juo hM 10 l>id 1""",,,.,11 pt'Tlrunentiy goodb)'e 10 her dan 

homeland Aero"!.ng to the local pi"Op~, <O!'koction of spouse for marna&,! 15 

dis<:ouraged here and IS consid,.reo.\ ~Ign 01 $harm. In 01051 iaDulies II is 

stnctly dlShled wht-n some boy Or glIl do k>ve mamage. Girls can't e~pTl'5li 

her consent due to sharm. 

3.10 PAIGHAUR 

Paighaur, or taunt. ,S yet anoth~r well m:ognized Ill-illllfest perspectwe of 

Pukhtoon beha\'1or .-\ :;arcilSlu: I'I'marl bv pee" can dnve a person blindly to 

follow the tenants of PulhtooI1wah, ~admr. to violenc.! and bloodshed 

Apprehel\SlOn of possIble Palghour can generate mtemal social controls on 

people lmutmg thelI olCi>Ons and forcmg them to conform to the e~ of 



Pul-htonnwilh -nU5 ,,150 helps poeople to mamlilln II chil rilcter worthy of a 

good Pukhtoon A.~ such.- il Pillg/1.1ur Ciln (Orne (rom one's own ..... lative. hke.l. 

filthe!' or mother. or even a fnend, ilnd the perwn re.:ei~'ing" Paigh.aur 15 r10t 

bl..uTM.-d much lor the uPCUmm& \ 10ience as a result 01 thlS msLigiltlOf\ 

rillgm.ur on iI WOll](,O or publIc tall about women can CilUse trouble for the 

Gh.ltrilt (honor) of Pulhtoon m.m 

3.11 MATALOO'<JA (PROVERBS) 

Matilloona or proverbs are wry popular among 5u'5l1'W Pukhtoons. They a ..... 

transmItted from one gefll'ratlttl to al1Oihe1"_ Mataloona "'E'n" developed 

centuries ago bul we ..... comrl~ ,n book fonn after 2()110 Cfl'Itury. Matalnona in 

fact IS depICting Ihe menial a:lo.l soci.al levels of Pukhtoons. These are 

U\5truments for conveying u!itful meswge m a musical and convincing style. 

Airnc)5t l"Very matal mdicates ON'element of Pul-hloonwah. You wIll oftm $ef.' 

iI Pukhtoon usmg II ·matal~ Or ·malaloona· Ih.1 l SUIts the O«4SlOn Or sc:cne. 

Malal IS a ph~ WIth poehcal style_ 1he5e a ..... widely spoken and generally 

loved by Pulililonn Lot many books have been wnllen on and .bout ,l. n.ese 
"malaloona" «IO\O:V il lonr, d('Sl....d rne5,'iilge In a very sunple, wnvtnCmg 

manner The laoguage and t"nnmoiogy 10 a malai IS tinei', simple and, 

straIght E ... o: .... I'ulhtoon remnllbL-T'i muilLlud,' of 'mataJoo",,- The main 

wanung mshtutlOOS il ..... homes. HUJras and friends_ Th~ a ..... an Informal 

LllShtutions. As such matalonn.1 are 50 dear \0 I'ukhtonns. These are learnt by 

","art quickly 

3.12 MEl.MASTIA (HOSPITALITY) 

~ most famous of Pukhtonnwali code IS Melmastia (HospItality). Melmil 

means il guest A Pathan dOl'S not are of (Olor. ~. m- «,lipan m Il'Spect of 

Melmastia. Ml'lmasha (1-Iosp,tahtV) is an obligation. wluch could not be 

d\'Olded. MelmaSha (1Iosp,t.lhtv) IS not onl\' offered to guests. who are 

-56 



"'!anv .... , fr-...l~ and acquamtarn-s o f tho.> ho51 but also to strangers and thale 

who ask for ,I 

) W_ Spilln ot-rvl'S Ml'lnli1st''''~ ,."e .... tSe<1 by the tribe', men to a degree 

Irequenll" embrolCtng to the gu .... t whetht>r he mil,· be (On"'goer who knows 

he will never be m po'illwn to "'tum It, or fellow, tribesmen. who m.1y (ear 

thai he will nol be in a poslUon to l1'1um It adpquali'ly when the occaSIOn 

,Jemandl> 

It also me ... ns the e"pecLlllon of Il'riproclly, we mn see It U1 ttus perspective. 

<l'ukh toon khpa!ah ,Jadal dil bal p3h k('>r lhwri", m~ning that Pukhtoon ""ts 

hIS own food at others home, If .. person does not behil~e m the expected 

manner, he is not roflSldered true Pukhtoon and generaUy is looked down 

upon. The gueots ha,J been of two types, Le. \\-ho ha~e to r«:ipmcate the 

meill\a5lya, and those who an' I'IC>I lilely to return II tomorrow The guests 

"'ho are nOI known 0100 are ~ wa~fa,..,rs are caU~...t khuda,·, malmana 

meanmg the grn ... \s s.;,rve..1 for Almlghty·~ saki' 

Another IhIng connect~...t with nldlmaslya is prot~'Cnon of the guest. If thl

gu.,,;t had '.'IImitv or h IVI't"(h protechon due to 5Omt' other reilliOll. his 

protec:hon IS reg"nled re"5pons,b.itty of lhe host hllthe lune he reln.~ins guesl 

WIth him or m the linuts of h15 hou~ or Ius terrilonalliml\s, The prolecbon of 

a guest 15 rons"leroo obhgalory to such an exlent b y the Pukhtoons thai a 

British admin15trator, who had 00 good opuuon about the PulohlOOrtS, had 

sta ted m his report tha t "for gold they w,lt do almost anything except betray 

a guest 

lbe SlgnUicant aspt'(:t of Melw.aslia 15 thai due to \leJmastia that the 

Pukhtoons dId nOI have 10 bolhl'r "bou\ theIr food amI boarding etc at the 



lime of their joume\' or gomg outside of their homes in the absence of modem 

means of commurucatxm and hostels en: lbey had onJ}' 10 go for food to the 

nearby or roo<ls.de seltl~ml'nts ~t th ... hm.' of meal Or at rught both for food 

aru.l ~I,1\' and "'H"H' need,~1 thm~s anti also ttu- rrotecbon 

3.13 OCCAS IOt\S OF SOCIAl. GATII ERJNG 

lbere are Volnous a'remollles and l!Venl~ of social g~theru'g in every society, 

In thee social gathenng the <I~ of mlegrity and solidarity of the society 

a,,"<1 hi' obsen-oo. In the nllage ,,-here I condlKted my field work,. there also 

wert" many events of social gathi-rmg These meehng wert" of varying types 

and the parhapolhon of the community members was d"ferenl m degree 

Some of the occ"'~lons of socla18athcrmg In the vdl~ge are as follows: 

].13.1 Birth 

In the commuNt)' due to Ill; patnarchal n.lture. the birth of boy is ~Ml'I"ated 

and the birth of gul is not roru;idered Iholl good Any how. there is gathering 

on boIh the birth of bo)' and gu-l but there 15 dllfeter'lCf! m d~ of 

partKlpahon_ On the birth 01 a girl. all the membe ... of the Khan.ldan go to the 

hoUM' where baby ~~ born On the Imlh of boy. ONrly allihe ~mbers of the 

\1ohalla and f ..... nds out skle the Mahalia rome 10 the Hujm of the person. m 

whosoi- home boy IS born 

All the women go 10 the hou';(' and "l'arly all the Vl5ilol'li give some money to 

the roby born rhi.~ mon .. ,)" IS ron.~I<lered a~ a proof of the shanng of 

happ~ WIth the fanuly where baby 15 born. 

It is minded, If some rl'latl\"l' do not come to congratulate the birth,. 15 

regarded a dl5grac"l' to the fan.ily, 



!lIarriage IS another occa~Ion of "jO('ial gathermg and it IS also the OCCa!HOf1 of 

biggest g,ltJwri'lg in thl' village_ Nl·;uly tJle whole ",Ilage participata u\ the 

marriage ~~ ... moIW_ l..wlSh "'''pen.W!> 1-'" maougl!' II ..... o:un51d ... 1l.'d as a symbol 

of sodal status In tlw nlouri.:lg ... p.ilrty all the relatIVe. f .. ends and nearly all 

l,th ... r pI'Opl~ ar~ Ilw,i<'d All the 111.11.,.; who ("('111(, to the m.unage a ..... g,v'en 

food (u'O"/"'Y) ri,~ III tlw Ilu)TiI_ women are !K'rved at borne of the bnde or 

groom. "The entue reLlhve5 and Mo/,,,,l/adaTS. help ill the arrangements of 

marriage and in 5I'rvmg the guests Marriage IS a means of strengthen the 

rdahons and for nldiung new relatlOll5 "'Ith!hl! people 

3.13.3 lkath (Marg) 

On the occasIon of death of any member of the fanuly alllhl' people go 10 the 

fanuly of de<.:cased lor condolen('('_ VIllage prople prepare grave (QIlOO') for 

the deaawd, ;1.00 t .... 'y l:Iok cooL~-J meal for the Hu,ra and home of the 

deceased for three day~ They also rome for m.my da)'s to the deceil5ed famIly 

to shan' tru<ir sorrows and grief_ 

3.13.4J;'&a 

J.rga IS the council of the v,Ullge eltll'l'$. It sol\es the various problems allSing 

In the vdlllge There are mainly 1"0 types of Jirgas. privall' and public Jlrga. [n 

the privall' Juga all the rr>embcT 1'1 ~ Khanad;l.n participale and they h,we the 

.. ght 10 h'l.\'e a say ill II 

In publK Jlrg<l "II the people ~ the vdbge (orne and they hiWe the .. 

represenl;l.II\e5 m I,"" torm of Maills for each Mahalia. 



3.H OtherOcu~;ons 

Among the- other <.XX"~"'ru; of 5(X~,,1 g .. thenng ~J"<'Th competJtKms. E,ds and 

I","a rrayer< are prom)lwnt. Young people 10" .. to partlC'pate in sports 

compelltlons and oth"r P""ple .. 1 .... go thet'e to gt't enlertauwd 

People of Il(' Mohall .. get log"thff HI juma pra),er In the m06'!ue and have 

(hat".th e""h other on the \SSU • ." of common Ln!ell'St!i .. nd also per.;onal 

1"5Ues. EJd L!. another bIg <.XXM,m of SOCial gathenng and J"I'Ople go to each 

other house to congratulate Eid and share the,r h.'ppmess 

People "Iso rush to the place. where, they he .. rd of ;tny conflict and 

dISturbance They get together," IluJras to dISCUSS dlllly ISSUes and to listen 

10 mm;ic. 

3.15 Jl. l3 rrt'g" p .. Uems in the vill~g" 5i1":'.l;na; 

Kill marnages are pTefem'\l In thI' Village, but ,,1<;0 non "m mamages are also 

In large numt>t,r.; m the vlllag ... Few cases of ley orate and sororalI' m.uriage 

..... re also ob'Wr.ed In the ;tl\'a. 

Marriage witrun the fanllly is callf'\! endog .. my Natiyes use W term ~khpalo 

kr .... -..d .. ~ fOT "m mamage (H' endogamous marriages and use the term ~po1 

prado ke ..... da· for nOn lun marriages orf'xog .. mous marnages. 

'The follo ..... mg taPk' show5 the mamage po1ltems and pe'Cetltilge tTl the 

vdlage. 



I _ _ 
01 Pa lhpaJo 1-... wada(l-on mamage) 

r" mamage with ITaa zuwal! Lur Or ta;bor's 

brother chIldren's 

(father 

-
zuwai/Lor B. mamag(' with mama-zuwal/Lor and tror 

(mother brother chddrenand fathl.'B stSt('rch ildren) 

D2 

03. 

OJ 

Da Ie.. , "r sara wada (I('",ratl' ITliIrriagl') 

Dol khe I,...,.. .\oara wa.la (sorora tl' marriage) 

do ".na "ada (lin ",,-ogamy) Da pra 

3,15.1 Kwezhdan (Betrothal) 

rl'~"tilgl' 

t-----

35.5" 

30.5"1 
.-
" ,,. 

As IS common .... "')·whI.',..., the paT1"tlts chl'ri..Jl a desIre to get their SOlIS 

marrIed to prell.,.. and vIrtuous Eirls of resp<)Clable famlllcs. But In the study 

ar~a more imporldnce W,t~ atl.lche.i to the oUrength of arms and famil), 

iofiul'nc .. of a gIrl'. paR'1lt-'> I""" t-o.-aut\' or other atl<!.inments of the bnde-to

be. With the ushenng on ..,f an ('ra 01 peaa' and lranqUl.hty this trend has 

however, undergone a dr4.~tl( changl' The toy IS now abo COIl!5ulted whik 

selechng a gir! and his views aTl' gi\'(~n due "'(' Ight in educated famdll"S 

Customary oronlng for betrothal commence WIth a VISI t by the mother or 

Sisters of the boy. to the gIrl's parents. Ncgollations (or matrimony art' 

uooerLd.en eith .. r bo,' the parcnl5 thernseh'es or by fneruls and relatives, A5 a 

pre'Cilullonary measu .... the &lTl's parents mal-e searching enquiries about the 

character, eduCllllon, occupation aod Olher traIts o f the prospective son-in· 

law. After an mformal ilgrt'l'll1l'1lt has been Tl'ilChW. the boy's parents 

approach lli(' &ITI'~ parent~ In a fnm4~1 way I.e a Jirga consisting of relatives 



and vdlage eld('(s calls on the ,ather or elder member of the girl's family_ 

Sinularly a femalt> part.,. ulls <>r1 her mother on the da~' of public proposal 

n.., I''SII settl"" \oem", and mndltlOllS Tl'g .. rdu,g ornaments, dothe!!, AVhr 

(dowrv) and 5ar (bnde's prl<'\' Or he .. .! TnOnPy). 'T1w! ceTl'mOflV is rounded off 

"-Ilh ..t1~tnl>uh"'l 0\ ~"'eah ~" .. ",~ Il,. f't'Oplo!- In the II"J'YI 

\iarnage ceremomes usually t<l~e pl,ICe on Thursday Fridays and Sundays 

Marnage fe:stl~'als COIllIDlml-e thra- days before the scheduled date of tlw 

actual m.lrnage. At mght vIllage maIdens assemble U\ the bndegroom's house 

and smg epithaLlmta calloo Sm.danu to the b@at of drums and tambounne. 

Three Of four respectable but elderly wOmen VISIt the house of the bride a 

night before the Iluuri<lge for dyillg her hand~ .. lid feet wlth henna and for 

braidmg her h,ur mto thn.., or IJ'OnI1 pl'IIIs. ll>l' bfi\1<lmg of hair 15 genernU" 

entrusted to a wo,nan WIth ~eral male chiltlren. n,.. bride's /arnJ or Special 

bndal d~ and or03menll> j'te <Ire normally sent a day before the marnage_ 

TIle bndegroom Sl"n-e:s two ..... <t15 to his O\'>n guests a~ well as the bode's 

Villagers Usually the reast IS gl~en on the weddmg da~ 

M~ld 4.2: A groom is in wedding room 



3,15.3 Janj ( "Iarri~ge r.rty) 

Tht> bndal pr~lon 15 callt'd IC~/' On the day of a mam.ge. the villa~ of 

th .. bridegroom ... ~.m, a h.app~ Loo"- Old and young aukI'. wear their best 

cloth{'5_ The mamag .. partv or fa,,} generallr o;tarl!i from the bnde'$ village at 

noon "',th mu~'~""l\ l .. adUlg the Proa'SSlOft. The Wrn Or female marnage 

partv $tarts frum th" villa&" 10 thor sound of drums. This custom 15 changing 

nuw w,th the ""o;'lage Q/ lime no\\' the bode 15 brought through vehick.. to the 

groom's houS(' 

Plate' 4.3. The J.nj p~r1yenjoying music in brid .. llujrL 



3.15.'" Nihh {W~dl()(kl 

The friends and I"('la tlVes of the bridegroom assemble U\ the village mosque 

for , ... ·,bm. by ,he Pe<;h-lmam or the rehgwus leader On this Otta')1On u... bnde 

propD'ieS the name of bridegroom'S brother, unci" or any other near relative 

as her .... '!lWI Father {Attomeyl· II become ,.,... moral duty of Nikah FathH to 

give patemallove and affection 10 the bnde and treat her at pat WIth his own 

duldren 

The Pesh·hnam repe,tts the n ... roes of the bride and brodegroom three limes 

and ~ks the approval of the bnde-groom U\ the presence of two WltiOL56ES 

and some vIllage elders. After this he recite; a few verses from the Holy 

Quran and declares u... couple "'edded to each other. The lmiIIm is givm 

some money lor t1us religlous5elVJC(', 

3.15.S Rukhsati 

While men ."mam busy in worb female party gtves a display of its skiU m 

"inging amI foU. dances Dw".Ied mto two groups. ~. sing in the form of. 

du,·t Soll1('hmes th,,\' form a ClE-1e aM da~ and SIng In a chorus, 11\15 is 

called &/bd14 After thIS the pan!f115 bid farewell to the bride. 

Few years ago the custom " 'i1S that the bride 15 handed over to relatives of 

bode groom One of her younger brolher5 conducts her to a doll or a 

palanquUl i1tlL1 a handful of money IS showered over the doh The bride 

acromparued by the marriage party IS led to a car or bus. The dol, 15 carried on 

the shoulders if the dIstance IS less than a rrule, On the way back home, one 

can w,tness ~ of IIII!rry making_ The female party 5111g' happy !IOIIg' and 

men fire cracl.ers and "olleys of shots In the air On amval at the village, the 

.. l1lage youths caTTY the dol. to 1M bndegroom's hou5e_ lbey do not place the 

dob on the ground till they are rewarded. After thIS the bride rs made to SIt on 

a decorated col. All the Worm''' M ten 10 see her f~. 
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l1u.> mother-m·la", or slSler-m-b.", tab I~ lead .n un-ve.ling ~r face and 

oth<'r femak' ... latn-{"i. 10Uo .. Ih. su.1 This LS ~aUed Malh KlzIIll. The bride LS 

presenled with some money on this oc('asion. 111e record of sum donations" 

also kepi fm re-payment on a sumlar 0Ct:lHi0n. Thus lhe marriage ceremony 

roml"l' 10 an I'nd_ w.th the transfer of the bride from her natalia marital hOUH. 

Sweats a~ dL<tnbutN both m 1M HUlrv and the house 

Wealthy people make a dISplay of pomp and show at the lime ol marrillge_ 

The servLon'S of dancmg girls a:'Iod musICians are acquired 10 entertam the 

guests However, su~h a dISplay of ell:lravaganct' LS now dt5appearmg_ While 

today this ('uJolom 15 cNnged and m rukhsal1 only \-etucles are used as a doh. 

If the bride groom house 15 near then the bride groom relatives take her hand 

and go throu.gh W'I\- by foot. 

The Pukhtoons, in general. feel ""luclant 10 81ve their daughters In mamage 

to non-Pukhloons but they art' 1101 ,IVerse to marrymg girls o f respectable 

notl-Pukhloon fannh<'S. II " not usual for a Pukhloon 10 take spouse from 

another tnbe_ The~ wert' also dISapproved ol overtures for the hand 01 a 

younger daughler in Ihe p~ 01 an un-betrothed cider daughter but this 

UI~lom hao. no'" vamsh<-d dul' loOi'ducahon and modentization. 

Marnag~ ""Ih .. ,wo .. 'ed sl$l"rs-m--Ia", are common and a brother con~ilder5 

.1 hLS obiJgalo..,- duly 10 marry the w.dow of tus deceased brolher. The 

WIdow. however. L5 ~'OmpeliL"" to many her brollwr-in-law or anyone ebe for 

that mattl" IIgainst llCI" wishes :n most ~ w.dowed Pukhtoons women 

prefer nol 10 marry afler the death of their husbands_ If she has childnm. il is 

thoughl most respecUble 10 R'tI\a-Il. smgJ.e_ 

Ch.ld ma.-nages are common. P;>lygam)' is practiced on a linulOO scale. A 

Pukhtoon IlIkl!5 a second wife only when Ihe fir.;t one is ISSueless or 

differences belween the husband LInd wife /lSSu~ proporborui beyond 

comproolLSE'_ Divorces a .... not ~'OLlmK)n as the PukhioOLU abhor the very idea 

of it Tolaq or d"-on-t> The word llmlnlaq (0111' who NS ,h'-om-d hLS wife) LS 
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mns,dered ,Ill abuse amI ~g,II"'1 the Pukhwo,,'s IiCIl5I' of hOllOur. Such an 

abuse somel,m .. ~ Te!>"Ulh '" mun.l~n; and blood feuds. 

PlatI'fN.4.A bridto ""hid .. it .... dy 10 mo" .. from groom's hou$C' 
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Villager.; USl' the word 'khpar for III!'i. own relatives. '[h(,y menlion only two 

calegories of relalL\'e<i and take thl'lr 'I"'<I -hachey' or 'Tarbor's' (Fa ther's 

brother ciuld,,,n) a~ Ilwlr own blood .... L,UH .. and term them as tllplr 'Da weni 

n!'5htada( 1he" lror, and mama-bach.-y (children of fathM's ~lSter ano.I. 

mother's 51Ster and brother) an. "'ken as their dose Iun's, but .~ not 

considered aslheU' blood relatI\'!5. 

Villager.> diffl'renllate between 'da 1M!")' nshtadar' (distant lin's) and 'rund!,,), 

nshlildar' (close lin's). In the category of da larl")' rish",dar, (dIStant kin's), 

they include t1low .... latl\es With whom thiey are related through their dose 

Iun's or through affmal links. The GllegOnes of 'nudey rishtadar' InClude 

Iraa-zuwai/Lor, tror-zuwai/Lm, mama-zuwai/Lor and their cluldren 

(patnlmeal malnaleral paraDel COUSUlS and patrilineal matn.1lerai cross 

cousin5). Data and Obscl'\lallon ...... eall.'<.llh<l1 the percentage of marriag~ held 

with in 1ra<!-zuwa,iLor(tarbor) and tror,zuwaJ/Lor (patnlaleral parallcl 

cousin) is higher lhan that of othtrs, In wiect>on of spouses villagers g"'1' first 

prden.:r 10 the,r dose kIn's. In CiUOI' 01 non avaLlabllity of sPOUSl'S WIth in 

dose kin's. tlu-y pref". th.:! .. dislilntlm's lind then khpalwan and village. 

3.15.7 Da tror and Iraa zuwilifLormilrriilge (pari latrral pHill ld cous in 

millTiage) 

According to my fl'St'3.rch 35,5" m.1rnages III the villagl' wt'rI' of this 

category. Locally they called ,t "Tra<! kara wada' (mamage at thl' hou~ of 

father5 brother) 

It was obsl'",ed thai m ~ll!Il<ied famllll.>S; whl're brothers lIVe with their 

families' mamages d,d not CT(>all'any adjustment problem after marriage. 
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llle propertv of the brothers remalJW'd mla..;l ano.! II provided safety agaUlSI 

the liLVlSKln 01 land Howl'\'er" It.", gIrl was glVnl 10 outsldel'!l they may 

claim share m properly 

TlIe ~hlp 110M are V~ strong m Ih." VIllage Sl1Smal. due 10 which 

patnlaleral p.1rallt-1 COuSIn mamag" h.u been fIounshmg. A«on.lmg 10 the 

"ubger5, clow fl'1.'II1\1'$ can r..ke beller cafl' of their childIffL,. especially the 

females [I IS K'CI'p",,1 In the! '-iLa~ '!wI fa'hi'(s brother has the first right 

over, his chIldren [f 'traa' (falher's brolher) asks for a nshta. hIS brother 

usually givl'S hIm a positive respeIlSl'_ 

3.15.8 Da tror and mama zwaijt ... ma,.,.iase (Cross Cousm Ma,.,.iase) 

Trend of marnag..-s ""Ith mama-zuwal/Lor (rnatnlaleral cross cousin) and 

Iror-zuwal/Lor (palnlateral crosscouSm) IS 5I'COnd mosl pr~erred marriages. 

However there IS no specific lerm uS('<.1 (or Ih~~ form of marnage, Acrording 

to my research 10.5 ~ of thl!! type of marnas..-s solemnized in SII"Smal. When 

.rn eider chll'" h.u been marrwd 10 lraa-zuwai/Lor (palnbleral paralll:l 

musm), molho.'(~ Lol." t ..... pnnkge of m.1n)'Ulg at least one to her brother5 

"""". 
Acconhng 10 Fo~. 'Cross cousire; !wile the advanl>lge of being outside ego's 

lmeage/clan uno.ier t'lther urulmea] de'Kl'nl The)" ace therefore Kleal ma~ if 

ego want!; 10 many a close ...,lali~,' (Fox. 1%1: 185) 

Fox is of the 01'1111011 1""1 it is advanlagl'OUs becomse il provides 10 ego IlIl 

Ideal IIl'lle, If he or she wants 10 marry close relahvl'S, The rross cousm 

marriage prondes,) strong bond for all'l'auv rebted families But observation 

revealed that all cortSlderabQns for cross cousm marn.ages depend 10 a great 

exl~t, Oil the Pre\'IOUS relatlOnslup of the two families. The reason 8"'en by 

one of IiU:' respondent sulLma Bib {,,-ho5e daughler Fatima was engaged with 



her brother's SOil 7"""" lh,lIlj ~, .\ w,lIll 10 marry my daughter with my 

brother's son bl'caUSl' h.> IS my brother, When asked, whNhl'r she enjoys good 

relatlOllS wllh her brolher her I"Ply was, 'Although we do not have good 

l'l"ialtOns for lhe last f,,'e vars wt I am confident that my d .. ughln" IS happy 

in IllS urKl .. ·s home" bt-cau,,", w~ .trf" 'n.m ont' p;mmis and my brother will 

delll11tely tale care or hIS m .... "t' an..I thIS helps III provldll1g understanding 

amongst us' Such feelings appear Sl'Ilunll'lllal bUI nolable lhing IS lhat Uwy 

reneet the .. ttltud" 01 a great nUIT.bt>r of indivIduals III the!iOC1ely It is because 

of thoe sense of respl'Ct for thl'1r ~I"lin's and feellllgs of Sl'CUrity WIth the c10Sl' 

l'l"\ah"l'S. 

[I IS a general no" ..... 111 village that thl' gid "'111 be treated wellm father's 

SISter's home or at mother's brother's home because 01 their affilIations. 

MaJOritv of the I"1!'5pol1dent said 

'khpal,khpal we awO pradey pmev' (mPan that Ollr own relatIves CilIU1OI. 

abuse the blood of the .. own). 

Another important "'pt...:tl' tlwt m.ilt .. m;tl"nd pat .. rnal unci .. IS bound to play 

"n Import"nt role III hIS ~""'r'~ or brother's (bughter rnalT .... g ... As per 

tradlbon he 1) one who p.--e!iCnh Items 01 d"w~' l.oaolly termed ;os mam;o 

Wah (gift gl\"C'Il by moth.>r·s brother) and !arbor wali (gift given by father's 

brother). 

He IS "Iso g,ven .mportaoce 111 fanul~' dectSKlI1 on marriages. The strong 

kn15h!p bl'S forces hIm 10 ilSk for bi!; sisler's daughter's hand for h15 son. 

Howevl'T, II should bt> noted that cross cousin "",mages aJ"@ consIdered and 

arranged when Ihl'r .. 15 no traa-zuwal/I..or (patrila terJI parallel OO\JSin) for 

ego ~ a marnage partnl'l'. 



J.IS. 9 D~ lC'v~r Ur~ WJd~ {leviu lC' l113rriageJ 

\brriag~'" .. r,' alS(> arranr,t'd w,ll ·I ... ,,~rs' (IIu~ban(r5 younger brother) III 

whICh an,.", lllarne5 with the WI£" of the d('Cea5oe<l brother. In local language 

11 IS known "-~ 'Je.,'1IT ';'.na w .. .la' (to marn, With husband'5 brotlw;>r)_ No 

~pecific term 1.5 used ror ~uch mamages. However such marriage 1.5 not 

performed JS a rule but under compulsion on unavoidable cirrumsLlllo(eS 

Only 6 aut of 130 \eo.-'r.lte n\aInilges lire reported 10 ha~'e been performed III 

the village of t~ only I)nf' WaS m &rokhel other three were III Babakhel .. nd 

IWO in gUIJ'lr5 

If the husbarul dies. w ldnw remains on the houst'hold of the la te husband and 

II becomes the responsIbIlity of Iwr "khwakht,>· (in law) to lake GIre of her lIS 

she IS ro~der..d the honor of u... .. hole fanuly. She hves there till her dea th 

and the chance of gomg back 10 her parents IS only remote, 

About e"pLmung tho· dulln of tn. huw...nd'! 'a,",I\·. fox 501)"! III hIS book. 

"If she was wldo"'ed young. thr-n her remarriage was a matter of her 

husban.J's agnates tu !ileule, She d,J not "'--tum home. aftet" marriage_ Her 

home was where her hu\b.md was .• "'1<1 hIS llll' were ~r 'kin'", 

(Fox,. 1967: 117) 

Acrordmg to Pukhtooll5 codes of life the affine of the widow don't like tha t 

the wue of their son or brother goes out of their family and marries another 

person. So the most cOIweruenl Kllutxm. they have to ~ her w lthm thar 

family IS 10 malT)' her WIth til" younger or unmarried brother of her la te 

husband 

It IS also observed Ihal levira te IllII rriage is that lhe offsprmg born from the 

fust husband are doser to lhelr unde and grand mother and grand r~lher, so 



It b«:OllK'S ea~ler to settle them p"y.:hologlClllly. physically and emotionally. It 

pTOVides soc",l and economt<; reh<'f as wen a.s protection to the women and 

her off~prmg 0., vther hand WI.JOWeo.l In laws get thl' advantage of keeping 

ttw,r honor .. nd the'r rror"rty wltmn the f~mil)' TIl<' main re~son belund 

k-,· .... t .. marn.lr," ~~ 10 pn>l{'<C' """.:..,1 and ecotlmrul U1~n .... 1lo of ,nd,v,dUills U1 a 

certilm social grolll' 

3.15.10 Da khenry sara wad. (!ororate mMTiase) 

Sororate mamase 1$ not a rommon feature III the village. I observed only 1'4 

of the populat,on of the village who ... ·ere engaged in thU type of marriage 

p.lttem )o.larr1<lges are Mranged wnh 'khena' (Wife's si5ter). This is done whm 

the ",de decedSl"d an..! has l .. rl ch.ldren The only feasible course is to take 

su(h a wde who can take .. ·are of Ih<>tr ch.ldren and parents. So son>rille 

marnage IS preferred because _tel oflhE' ",de 1$ mu.:h dOSf'r 10 husband 

chd..!nm and sho:> can La!.e care of !us ch,],Jren's III a good manno'!r 

3.15.11 Pa prado ke wada (kin uogamy) 

lbough mosl of It ... marnHgt"S Il\ u.,. ,,·iliag" S.I"'HNI' are "',lhm the raouly 

(exogamy) yet tht're a .... some IIl.lrrJ.1ges observed outside the kin group 

wtuch 15 caUed (pa prado 1<1' wada) III locallerms. Ember mentioned exogamy 

", 

"bwgilmy c;tn td ... many forms It ma), meiln matrylng QUtsKie a particular 

group of hnsmen or oulsid<, a parhcu1.lf vil1.lge of group of villagers" 

There are IWO categoTles of tilt -·pr ... dey" (outsiders) ... s defmed by the 

vlliagen In one the members all! belQllgmg to their own Khel (.:1an) but not 

the .. blood rc1.ltiVes. ",hen- as in 58:ond Gltegol')' 1$ rrom other Khe15 (c1.lns) 

From dat.. re5earcher fl'CI:Irded 29'\ of marriages on ~pradq'H non m's. 
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\Iilrriilges OUlSlI.l .. <Ire dlSlIlt"<J ~l thi5 villagt' because they create dufenmt 

problems like ITaffocl-lIlg ill whoo:;h gIrl i5 nNlTrn,.J out slue of the lun's as will 

u out ~IJe of tlwo .. hstrio::t \!ilfThlV wIth III !<hel (dan) is stnctly foIlo",-e.I 

~pe.:1iII!y m nuJul .. llnd upper dJ5~ people Most 0( 1M marriage!! outsld .. the 

Klld (eLm) Me .lTr,'uged In poor famllle'< of th", village bec~use of poverty 

tn.-IT panmlli .:an·t ilrf".u to ful"l1 their in laws uemands of uowry. It lS the 

m'lln reMOn thilt tho..">(' poor r''''''rle;. marne the ... daughter outsIde 0( the 

dostnct and provmce where ther lrt' trafficled and used for Illegal activihes. 

3.16 MATEEZA 

A gul, who leilvl'S her father's !lome amI marri~ with iI man Without the 

COI15Omt of her pa'""'lS and ral1".lly·memlJC':rs. IS called ~M;atffUl·. In local 

language, when she e~ wIth ~ fiaJrl before marriage, she is consIdered 

a bad WOman and a vagrant III thiS society. '111l' punishment 15 death for both 

the "",Ie and fema], ill most of the cases 

3.17 ROLE AND STA rus orWO\lAN 

As fil. as. the ro~ of ""omen l~ c~. tt\f')" ordmanly take no part in 

'iOCia1 Or publIc a(fatn. How·,-" .. r the\' are wry active in the family affalTS- In 

the family, WOln", could IX' 'l('('ll as the ~tronge5't pillar. They play iI vital role 

pari In arrangmg marriages and faouly alllOlnct"S, somellme <hrectly through 

negouabonS WIth female members of the other lannly and :IO<TIe tune through 

the mtermedlOlry of go-brtwet'n. ':"hey do all the household tasks like washing 

clothes and dIShes, preparUlg food, deantng the house and the most dIfficult 

takmg Colle of Ihe ,hlldren.. Along all the5e household jobs womer> is also 

repollSible lor Lollmg "oo,h lrom the jartglt-, bl.'cause wood is used as fut'l III 

the \·11I3ge. Women help In most of the agricultural tas"". Womell also 

participate acll\'ely than the nlC"Tl in mamages. death alld other ceremonies 
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lne women l>f the ,·,II.1ge do mere work In all w fields than w male In w 

YIllase. 

As tar as. tlw §l.atu~ of wom.'n i< rono:etl't'd. ,t is 11001 equal to men. Tbey lIff' 

cons,derro 10" than men. rulhtoon societ~ IS a strong patnarrhal iU1<l 

parurl1rualsoclt'ty 50 tM- nght at d~lon m all w faouly afflllTS hes WIlh the

m.,le of UlI' family Purdah 05 nol obsel"\'ed by the elderly womt'n in the 

,-"lIage. young g,rls ... ho do ouldoor laSU h~ bnngmg ... oods. and going 10 

fields also dn not do ['urdah. hut rnajonty of the young girl do Purdah. All the 

""omen whether they do Purdah or not. are not allo ... ed going oul5.ide the

nll.1ge alone '!be) .n<n<tly dt:'-UD'P'HlY a male of the .. fam,ly. no matter of 

what age he IS_ ~- can not go to w \-,II.1se shopli for shopping or 

household amemues Women an' not g,,-en any shares to the property of the 

fanul), In some 01 the chum (mohallahs) they eYft'I not 5ftld the" gub to 

school, they ronsuler females educatJOt"l as a futile and IlOflS(!nse Over all the 

sta tus of womt!n is low and the), are consIdered mferior to men. 
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CIIAPTER: 04 

FO RCED MARRIAGES 

4.1 I~TRODUCTIO"" 

In this chapter n>Searchcr focu5l."\l on differpnttypn of foK'td marriages In W 

vubgp Si~lna. Researcher also f{)CUSed On d •• fer=t problems wluch all' 

created by these fOlU'd marriages like suIcide. female trnfficlung.. honor 

lullmg al'l<l other psychological ploblems 

Theil' are dllkll'nl dpfmll10ns of mamage. becaUSE' the cross<ultural 

variabIlity Ul socul orgamzation of gel'l<ler ~latK>ru. and the exIStence 0( rail' 

forms of marria&l'S in the "P',<:liu; SOCIetIes render such defirullOns Ulvalid 

Some of the anthropolog ... ts trie.!to define the marriage, keepmg in VRw W 

COil! funcllOns (If tius mslllutIOn, which an:' usually related to the Il'gulation of 

se~uallty ,mtl the reproducbon of cluklr= 

\:0 50Ciety m Ihto ""rhi 1'\15\ wloch deny the pubhcly ~ and culturally 

appro\'l'lI unIon belwcen the n\ale and female. Mamage is a uruversal 

UlStituh(ln In social orgaruuhoo. \Iarriage 15 a "-Xw uruon between IIlJIn and 

woman, which IS approve.! try soc.ety and religion. Thus union whICh 

rromoIL",ecunum" shanng and procreallon IS known as marriage 

leKh deHnes marnage as· Mllml8f"'s II UIlJOn ~f'IWII" _II tmJ" JroIPllll sudt 

f1UJt dullfreu 10 f1~ ""(IIIUill IIrr 1/)(' It'a18U1Zrlt kgrl.lIIll/t: o/f5pnng of bolh I~ 

p"lTJIls· (lftdr 1962; ISO,. Marriage in the village is a well-defmetl social 

l1"lStitullOn. Mamas ... both as a relabonslllp ilnd i1S an event is considered to 

be the most eYl'-Gltchulj!.. expensIVe and elaborate ritual Ul the VIllage ideally. 

However due 10 the low tnrome, tnamages also ta!.e place m a Simple way. 



Deets,,,,,, of n'ldm.ag'· ,s taL"n bo,' tht partnls of the couple gomg to many 

The", ,~ monogamous mamag" m the vlllag"; o"ly short numbers of Jl"Opl<! 

.to ~ m..urtilge<; It is btocau.w Ihev con~id"r ,t ",,, lue long bond; ,\ ,5 also 

that ",-'umd n'ldrriag" IS "'>t:,,,llv no' con~".l"reU as a good <let. If thert IS no 

valid ~iISOn lor , I. ,\ wonloln IS ('''lS,d .. rl''ll as Ihe honor The ,rll'al mam.age 

spou'il' IS palrilinPa] paraU .. 1 COU~Ul!o lbe fo]lowmg tab\e show, the wi" of 

famil)" members m selection of ffialTlilge partner 

! Girl consent 

I consent 

Pil""'t~ Only Only Girl 

cOI\5<'nl parenlsand "nd her 

boy consent I pall"ll\s 

~"' , .. 115 " 1]0 " 
5oulU" Survey conductetl during 

Total 

1
100 

" 

Fieldwork 

fhe .... ,~ no 'reof". ,I..£iml' .. " 01 f"teed marriages but oocrording to Moslim 

fallUly ordll'lilllCl" 19611he ~ i'k'ment5lo. marriage are that. thcir should a 

be mutual agreem"nt bel'H't'Tl bolh maJc and felllille also the,r should be 

p~ 01 Wl~ from both lhe parties and also the nik;lh should be 

reglSto:red Acrorthng to till.' same <loCtth,,", IS no need of parents consent if the 

boy and gul agtl'\' to sokmnue Ir.arrtilE"· 

\Iushm fauuly laws Ordlllilnce 1961. 73.160) 

A f~ fNllTiage IS a mamag" that is pl'rf01111O!d under duress and without 

the full and mformct! consent or free will of both Parties. Being under duress 

iocludes feehng both ph)·s";"1 and emottonal pressure. Some vICtims of forcrd 

marrl<lge are tneW InIO gomg 1(1 anolher country by theu families. Victims 

'"II prey to forced mamage through decO!ptlOn. abductIOn,. ooertion. fear. and 



inducements A forced marriag~ may be betWrt'fl cluldren. a chlkl and an 

adult. or between adull>.. Forred rnamages are not liImtt'd to women and 

girls. as boys "nd ll'I"n "rt" al'OO forced 10 many agamst the,r will 

A {<>"-l.,j OlaTn.IIg .. i<; 'UI'lSIJ .. ,n! I" Ix< dDtI1t-."lk \,10)0''''''' arul an "buse of 

hun"," nghts. V,dUllS of for .... ·d m.lTTlages often e~peneoct' physi.calY,olenc:e, 

ra~. abdud,"1l. f"J"e Impn."nment "oJ emi .. vement,. w~ua[ abust-. mental 

and emotional "buse. and at umes. murder. 

So one can sa\ from a"""l' d.scussion thai forced mamage may vary 

OCCQr.ilng 10 .. n·...,' rultm .. and In whICh indJYiduals are faeing d,fferent 

problems in lhe ,· ... w of Pulhtoon (Pathan) ronservation coupled With strict 

seg~hon of sexes, it IS 'ery difficult for a SULlor 10 seJect a girl of his own 

choice, For a gut It IS lII'lpo$Slble to selecl her d'lOlce, so bolh boy and girls do 

not play any rok> m the ""ifocbon of hie partnrrs and tlw whole authonty is 

wllh tllelT parents Boys ami gIrls have httle consent. in this matter 

l11e data colk><:hoJ bv ll'Sl'"nher shows that the rate 01 ~ewaka mama~ 1$ 

high as compared to other forced m3m~ges There are 40'" marriages arranged 

through \/ewab custom, the ra~ of walw;n m peKftltage IS 25'11 the rate 01 

cluld mamage l'> 20'\ ..... hlle the rail' 01 swarah IS 15,.. The followUlg graph 

shows the r"te of forced mamages ll'lh .. \·illag .. 
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Figure 4.1 Rate of forced m.,rri~ges in the village 

Rate of forced marriages 

walwar Child marriage swara 

4.2 TYPES OF FORCED ;l.1ARRIAGES 

There are different tvpes of fotTed ntilrriages which the researcher observed In 

the village These include 

1) Badal (('~(hang") IIldrriagt' 

2) Walwar or bmle prICe marriage 

3) Swamh 

4) Marriagt' through newaka 

5) Child Marriage 

The foUowing table mdicates the h'pe5 of forced marriages in the vtllage 

Sin;cinai 

·n 



T~blf': 4..2 the ty~ of forc~d m.lni~ges solemnized in Ih~ vill~g~, 

I Total walwar 
~ 

:-';t'e"'~~~wilrah I El(Change Onld 

I Il'IMnages{m malTJolg~ mlrriagl' 

I 

I 

percent .. ge) 

HlO 20. l -"',- + ,,, ",. ",. 
SouI"C'(': Surv." oornIucted during field work 

'Bad .. I" mean~ I'"o«hangl'. m this typr of mamagl'. the sISter of one marry tt... 

brother of the olher .. nd vla' vl'rSI In thIS type of marriage d1l'\'ct I'xdumge of 

woman t .. ke place. If two penot\S h,n'e daughter and son both will 

respectwely eJtchange Thl~ typo." of ,""nia~ takes place both mside thfo 

Kh.tnadan Or !(hel and also oul siJe wllh olh~r people. 

~ mamages accordmg 10 the people of lhe v,llage give security to the girl 

in the house of the husrond BKaw.e, if one lnan treat his wife rodly, in 

n'tum ru" SISter will be tn-"I...:! m \he same ","3r. by the brotheT of his wife i.t'. 

the hu~baml of 11I~ ~'!ol"r 

Researcher ohserv~ thaI thew marnages well' creatIng d,fferent problt'm5 in 

the area It gill/e rise to many "'mil)' feuds and oonfhcts. &uU!I (udiangr) 

marnages. "'hieh 'nvolve I'Jt(nange 01 siblmgs. put an addJtional burden on 

worne" 10 abide by thl'll father's marn.1ge arrangements. 
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4..2..1.1 CASESTUOY 

0/0: 

Casle. 

~" 
I~ \"I'al"'l 

~~, 

"-fghan Refug ...... 

\lIna aUegc.tI\· 5d on fire by hf'T husban..l Gul Aka on ~be1" 2002 in Badal 

(e""hange) nlarnage ~onl""l_ TIle ... n",rnage had run mio Irouble. Cui Aka 

wanted 10 senti MUla ba<::k 10 he. parents. MlI\ol brother, married 10 Cui Akas 

s",teT through Badal (exchange) marriage systems and ~ refused 10 send hIS 

wIfe home a~ well. Cui Aka found no other ..... av 10 remove hlS shame than to 

\,,111 Ius ..... of ... becauM' their p,m.."ts arranged the ... mamage through Badal 

(exchange) nlarrLilge <ustOnl Cui aka ..... as not sat<Sf,,~d with this marriage He 

portrayed the murJer ilS an .occident, Mma brother did not kill Cui Aka's 

SISter but he gil/en dll/orced to CuI aka's sister and sends her nome. 

4.2.2 W.lw.r wad. (bride price marri.ge) 

Among thE- Pukhtoon bes:i.Je I~ BaJal marriage there is another type of 

mamage m ",hich money IS taken for BrIde. ThIS money is aolIed Walwar or 

brIde pria>. 1111S bnde pnce or ..... al ..... ;If sYStem COllStltuleS anothE-r way of 

Integral"'g social r,roups throup. mter rnamages ThIS type of marriage 

s("t'Cifies Ih"l a pros("t'Ch" ... husband usually WIth the help of hIS relatives 

must pro,-we a substantial .urn of money to hlS future wife fanuly before • 

mamage Ciln be conlracted When a girl IS marned to the other Khel or sub 

tnill' then mostly brlJe pria> or walwar mamages are preferred. 

In tlus marriage the n\.il.rriage tal. place from one side and are thus uru.laleral 

The boy family has to bear all the expanses of marriage They have to take 

Jewelry for the gul and to arrange a lot 01 other thmgs for the girl's family. An 

~" 



agreement IS re",hM bc.-tween ~ paTtK'S in the pre:1(na of !lOme othtr 

members of both the (iln'llles_ ThIS typl' o( onarriage was found III the vllLlge 

and 't ... AS also preferTf."d (Wer tt... &dal marriage 

n. ... al ... ar or bnde pr..:.' ona~' aloo lJl' """l'n m many soclCbes at the world 

Ther mvolve a ~'.lnely o( brute WN,Ith fomls, m many u\Stances speciai llems 

art" us.N ~,dus,..el,' for mamas .. ravments In some areas special vaf1jlble 

shells or Sio nes a'" used In some soclehL'5 cattle are gIVen In the bnde price_ [t 

..-M ENIlS Pntc,"lIrd, who c::omaI the term bndl' prier and ~ rhrnomenon 

as buying and seIling. 

Among the Pukhtoons thIS prochel' is there, they take somr amount for their 

girls. TIus prict' depends upon the vant'ty ol fiK1Or5 such as thr beauty, age, 

lineage Slatus ,md whether she has been married eildier Or not. In the rare 

rases tIlE' remarriages of WIdow Involves the walw .. r or the bride price 1'hrsr 

tvpe of nlarriilges arl' taklllS plan' IIlO';llv III GuJ'lrs, Aprs. kolustanis.afghan 

r.,fugees ano.l ,'e",- rart' among the olhrr SWllt Pukhloons_ Acrorchng to 

Fll'dnck Barth an'ong the 

Swat Pulhtoon th .. bridl' price is ,pent III \hIt'(' such <lCOl!'>1Of\S, 

1) Mone ... ~pent on the Dowry and Jl""'elry of the bride, 

2) Money spent on marria~ .rrangc-menlS. 

3) Money gIVen to the Fatherof the hride_ 

llle father of ih<' bride IS ~uppowd to re-im-esl the rno""')' as a part of thr 

dowry but Tilrt'ly does SO 

(Barth. 1975: 37) 

My fOOlS here IS on the thml condlbon wluc::h IS an mhuman actlon and a 

stigma for the society III whICh women IS explol ted_ Here I have taken the 



CilSIH where the mo, .. , .... not spent on mamag .. ~rrangelTll"l\l5 of the bride but 

money g,,,cn to filther of the bndl' and girl was sold like commodity which 

un be purc~ .uld boughl Walwar Or brid., pril:'r, ,,'h~h form~ p;u1 of the 

negOlliltlOn, IS also dl'tcmulled at the tlnll' of engagement_ The bride p~ 

rangP;$ from R~ 10,000/. to 1U.:nl.ooor and ;abo,'1' whKh depends on t"'" 
ag..,.,m.,nt betW!'e1l th" t ... ·o p",hes or the decision of Jirga and the SUI tor 

rolrent5 .. g..,., to ra,' oIno.! c~ UIc shpul.tted amount to the &Iris pilll'llt5 on 

the dol)' of milrn",st'. A 1""\ 0/ th.-l'ol),ment is paul on thl' spot and the rest 01 

the monry is p':lId on the marrlagt doly 

In my locale I ~'ed that .... llwar (bode pnce) 1$ much more than that 

whIch 1$ given by the local people 'l1te guardian has started a«:epting bnde 

p~ on their daughters as hIgh as Rupees three lacks m some cases. II 1$ 

obsen'ed thai a portion of this money IS spent on the marriage procl'SSlOll 

called (Gana) m thl' Polshto Lmgwge ilnd on the weddmg expen(ilture of &In 

ThIS custom of acceptmg cash money O\'l'r daughtrr is running qUite contrary 

to the days gOOf' by .. -ht-re noWmg was taLm from gul SIde. Somr of the 

greybrard ley mforlll<lnl5 told".... 0,,11 the)' ffio1U;ro theu wives by &lvmg 

only a f"w dug .mim.ab but thoot "'''5 <III old paradlgmlbe p~ of head 

money or bride price is .adapting .. cri~al ~ltuolhon in the area breaU51' 1M IS 

also Ime thai In few cases the gullS not sold oul hke a nlarkel<lblr commodity 

as she IS an l'COIlorruc <lSMt but the "I .... und('riying IS to provlde some 

fiflilllC13l relid \0 guls parents wIldl' purchasmg gold or ornaments, dothl's, 

1>OU5O' hold utensils for their d;>l.lght('r II is ron.sKil'r that bndl' pril:'r IS a 

matter 01 honor for them, the molt' will be the bode price the more will Ill' lhe 

resprcl of the girl III her husbilnd lamd)'. 

According 10 local reor~ rvl'll w('iIlthy ilnd pro:5perous parents, who 

utherwlSe don't stand 111 , .......... 1 of the l>nd ... price, reluctanUy h..we to aCl:q1t 

IilH for pr6l'nahon o f honor of ;heir daughle~ IS hrr laws. ThIS notion has 

now adapted iI new d,r-ec11On as obsi'rva\ III so",e cases, which leads much 



fI1On.' neg ... tlV<' l'ffed~.lS ,,-"OmfM"_-..i to I~ po'iIUVl' effKts. I oilsen,ed It true In 

few ("'!lUhes In the ... bov .. sltual>(:fl- HO .... l'Vl'r In thIs aTt'a thIs kind of 51tualion 

IS verv ra~ Over ... n <~ling tn. bnde rra custom is found in most of poor 

families A5 per nillIV~ percq>bon II IS an old system but tile GISt' studies 

whl(h I dealt .... Ith ~h"w that this cu<lom In IhlS ... ~a has rl'pef"('U5.SIORS 

l ........ hng to (t'Il",l .. traff..,ling ano.! man)' other social pmble~ 

llw followmg lilbk- show, the eronomic slillus of respondent utd their 

response 10 w.llwar matrtag(' lIllw VIllage 

T~ble' 4.3. Economic slatus of the responden ts ~nd their rl'5ponses to 

R6_ 

Wl' 0.10 it bec,luse 

of poverty aoJ 

we can not fulfill 

d ... ughte'·Sl1'-"'"'is_ 
- - -
We do 11 be.::au'le 

we e~pend lion 

~ glt! weddmg 

noremony 

T"",\ 

!"umbcr of 

n'Sporui('nts 
.~ 

35 

-
15 

,. 

Eron'"'''' Involvement In w ... lwar 

sl~tus mamage 

- Poor d:;510 ,., 

- . -
"hddled3~~ "" 

"'" 
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4.2.2.1 C.~ sludy 

l'Oall'll" 

Ag'" 

Relabon to tfl., famlh: 

Marti;!1 status 

Ahm.ld Jan 

35 y ... ~r<;, 

Head of the famlh' 

M~rri('(1 

Ahmad Jan belongs to Shabur Khel of Yusafui Inbe, hIS age IS 40 years 

Bef~ year 2000 he wils a factol)' labor m tity factory, he came he~ in 2001 

because thIS vlilage was hIS aoce5lral pL"lCe. He has three daughters and one 

son; he became drug addICled on KarachI His earrung was from factory SO he 

afforded hIS CO'll then, but wh~n he carne here all his expendItures were 

depended on land only. where il5 the land production Wa5 nol I!TV,)Ugh In 

fulfill both hIS farruly ;lIId Ius drug needs. For ttus pllrpose he fixed his 

daughter bnde pnce named sh.!heen WIth A!iel khans who was belongs to 

Cupr Kalan Khel fal1Uly. Shaheen pnce was fixed Rs. len thousand only Asel 

Ulan pun.hasn1 her for Ius son. S!\aheero at that lime of e.ghteen reaf§ age. 

The ~ dau&hter IUT ... LaI:'i bnJ~ pn..~ was Rs. 2OIXlO she was ma~ WIth 

Ajmal «em of Fa~'oon khan. He ,hi tJus ~i)( month later of his elder daughtl'l". 

ner ate, at thai lime was not more than fIfteen years. 

The thIrd daughter khahda was nght year old, 11('1" pl"ice was n)ted WIth shah 

Ila5et'm khan. ]]1' pullChased h<'r .'1\ low p ... .:" because she was a cluld, Then 

Shah naseem pun::haso:'d her for hIS yaung son ]2 ye;lrs of age, and she was 

married one y"ar later. The main underlying faclor was Ahmed Jan's poverty. 

Another rompelhng factor was dnog addk:hon of the (;lther. 
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1.2.2.2 Cue study 

~all\l" 

Llth" •. 

1\:()(lTl'na 

B,a.hh.lh khJIl 

HI H5 

eu",. 

Badshah ,s from II poor family c;.f the ",lIag". II" hilS "leven duldren among 

them st"\.t'l\ are boys and faut a ... " daughters. Noreena IS on second POS'tion. 

B.l.ishah khan wife Sh.'lheena wo.I<ed on different houses as II servant Her 

rather WaS unabl.e to scn.J Ius du)dren to school as well as 10 provide them 

good clothes, foods and medicines elc, Therefore his wife use 10, cotlect old 

shoes and clothes from houses where she IS worlung. One day members of the 

local gangs of female's traffid.el'5came 10 khan', home for Noorena marriag"'-

'fhe)' COfI"mccd lhe khan lhat they are wealthy people and they will keep 

Noorena happ" 11\ the,. houS(' and will also solve hIS family's economic 

probJem5 Th" p<"fSOIl who broufht by tt- gangs wen" from GUlrat PullJllb. 

1ne boy shown by IN' local gan~ue as groom was Muhammad yousaf lhe 

~oorena fatht>r Khan "gn.w 'nth them on one l<!,1< twenty thousan.ls rupees. 

The we.llock ce ..... mon\' ","'iI:> solenuuzed III rescan:het's key wormanl hUJfiII. 

Afl"r few daysl<!ler her lather Wlffit to his daughter home to ~ whether She 

IS happy and peaceful the ... , Ho..'e".,r ailcr 0 ..... month of her marriage the 

situalior1lotally (hanged One dav noorena's husband went to Lahore for few 

a days, and on that ""I')' night 'lI1other nlan aim" to her room to sexually 

e~plo,t her. 11"5 J"I'rwn was mtwduced III her as brother II> law aavrdong to 

her husband .on nexl d.l) ano~ person slated as father in law of noorena.. 

mole5led her. Afler a fe><o' days when her hu~ came back 10 home she told 

the ",hole story to her husband, her husband told her Uk'll you haye to tolerate 

these tlungs because "'r had p<lId money 10 your fatl\f!'r 



Thus 1M other J"'r50n5 .. ho an commg to }"OLI for s.;,,, ha~'e share with me 

,m.! you h;w", to do ",very tlung ",·hat they want to do. According to noorena 

aft .. r that f".·e.,.· da\· a Ill'W pcr50n came Il) do sex with h<-r and whenev ..... she 

r('fuSt"d to do SO th",v brutillly runished I>t"r She tried 10 leave her husband 

home a~ soon f'OS"lble but she f3l1o.-d After one ~'ear she got pregnant but her 

hu~bantl brought h .. r to hosp,wl where he done her abortion. because her 

husband told her I ha~·" no ...,...j of chtldren. Aft~ two year she came to her 

father home for ,t"'" da\"s pronusent her hu~band that she will oonw back very 

soon. Few dns later her came h"sband came to bnng her back.she refusro. 10 

go back and she lold Ihe whole SIOTV. When her husband YU$af caml': to know 

lhal 1"IOOrt't\il ha~ lold 1M whole slory 10 her parents he ran away 10 GU)Tat. 

When noo""",·" famoly and local police triM to book yusaf for h,s misdeeds. 

he IllO\·ed away some where, 

Nowadays noorena 15 a student of village Madrassa ( .... bglOus ..chaol because 

no one is itCU'J'h"g her ft .. marTlit&e 

4.2.3 Swarah 

Swarah IS another t).pc 01 fon."ed marnage pn-valenl III Pukhtoon SOCltty. 

Acrordlllg to ley mfonnant Ihls IS an iKU'pled rule III Pukhtoons through 

whi<:h they sol~·e the,r blood fwds pe~ully In one of these rules. If the 

aggrievM party agrees to settle the issue anocably. the party who had done 

the wrong g'\·es a girl III marria~ 10 a male member of lhe aggrieved party. 

Betrothal and marriage of the g.d 01 Ihe party on the wrong wilh a male 

member of the aggne..'ed party. In such a manner. IS called 5warah. 

The most negative pari of the ~ .. ·arah .... thai IN- poor ~I (Ihe pi) 15 SO 

marTlM tS w,thou t wll'lIum;ing wul n:>mams al the mercy of the enemy of her 

mlaw ... 



C;w"rah hter.,U~ mean~ the f""",I~ wlw) IS riding. As In .,bsena of mod~m 

me.,ru; of commurucauon th" ~Ie generally travell.'d by foot but t~ 

fenw:des of till" wen up families .... ,,1"1' !>rouglit to and from the houses of thr 

fat~ and th.' husban<.l On hor.....-s etc 

Ttus i5 signUKMlt asp«t of tlus I.Ind of nuorriage By swarah both the families 

cement their o:ettlement by matnmomal relalions. The marriage becomes I 

bond to 1M elf..,.;:t thai both SKips woul<.l not mort 10 1>100<.1 shed in futu ..... The 

offsprmg"s of the couple mamal III Ihe swa",h Cil5l' bf>comes a source of 

furlner slrengtherunr. ~lf the rdallOll5.l1u5 is one of the !"O'l!lve asp«b of !hili 

Iype of mamage. How",'e. Ihen' a .... some neg<lIIVe aspects of thIS kmd of 

marrl<lge 100. that the bn<.les woo are mamed through swarah marriage Ire 

not treated well as compa~ to a common house WIfe. 1bey have 1>0 respect 

and prestlgt' Researcher has COl1M.' across the following case study swarah 

marnag". 

4..2..3.1 ~ study 

Father nanlt" 

Age' 

Casle' 

Rlohmal.·\h 

Ivt.a khan 

25 yea .... 

Zargaran (Gold smllh) 

R('hmal Ah IS the son of the tota llwn of yusaful casle, done education up to 

pnmary le ... el. He witS bclorv I;lbor in lheSwat c,ly 2 )'~af"5 befort'. Nt'ar 10 hIS 

factory the .. was a gurs high school. III' feU in love WIth a gul who was in her 

matriculation. lIer name was foU2J.il her Ige was Just fourteen years at th.Jt 

hme. Both ag«"l'd for mamage. Th~ boy lold his parents 10 arrange hIS 

marnage wllh thIS girl. lbe boy'~ famd), ",Iled aboul IhlS matteT w,th boy's 

fanuly but the bo), f .. nuly was poor and also the family status of gul was high 

itS compared to bo~.'s (am,ly 
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l1lol' parent" s of girl refu.se<\ Ih~ bo\"' ~ I"'renl' ~ proposal. All a f1'acbon bolh till" 

bov and sui both rom away (M.,\ l1!J tARA!.). llJto news sPrNd in till" villag.. 

very ~harpll''\s It IS the ,'uSlom of Ihe villatl' Ih.ll wh~." boy and S"I run 

a"·av a!i':aUlsl the wtll of th .. lr p.orenh tho.' fanuly presllge demands that the 

both ~ killed wh .. n ever c.lught Thu~ both lhe families were In search of boy 

and gul l1u.> dd .. rs (maw.art) of the people called J"sa to solvl' this 

prob~m. llte\' gave a proposal to glTrs family to take gtrl through the custom 

of 5warah. lbl' gIrl family :accepted Ih15 proposal bul Ihey put some 

condihOn5 in thl5 agreement wloch "'ere that the girl and boy will not come 

Iu gIrl family vdlilgl' and also I~ gul who 15 g,,'en Iu aggneved party IS not 

allowed to come hl" parent~ hOOle. 0 ... th;,; ,,'ay, the s;,;ter of Rehma! Ali was 

marned 10 one of the fanul)' member of (0\17 ... ,the name of the gill wlucil is 

married through swarah cu~tom is Akhtar Begum. Her Rge al the lime of her 

mamage was n \'I'ars 

My key informant asked Rehmat All to comment about thlS matte.. He told 

that he took It as nolation of lus ~~~It"', right but their was no other way to 

501~·e thiS connlCt. Few months LIter I asked fmlll my key IIIformant5 about 

the marned loll' of lhe sWdrdh girl 111 ht-r husband's home. !-Ie luld that she IS 

not happy 111 hoor husband hoiill' "'-.,ause ho-r age wa~ not enough for 

I1\an'1ilge; also hl" consent WaS not tak"11 In the n\,l!U'r, 

4.2.4 ~ewak.1 

.... terally to catch Or Ia)' d,"m can be mterpretro as an acceptahon of claims. 

lltis IS another cll5tom under which TIl3rriag.. can be solemnized agall1Sl 1M 

wIShes of 1M rouple and also lhatof the gui's parents. 

Publ" .,Ia,m through :-./e,,' .. ka- dl'bal'$ others from maiwlg overt\lfeS to 1M 

glrfs family for her hand \iarriage under n .. ~waka IS often taken placr 

among .elabn's, especi.aU ... the first cousins This custom IS ..... rushing with 

-S> 



~ge of tnne l......:~use II cn·~tts a lot of SOCIal pmblcm$, ~ mam cause of 

social problem IS that then.' harJlv eXIsts ct'Ill5eI1t between thor boy and girl 

.. nd Ialer it creates d,\'o~ probh·m ~nd other famIly conflicts. 

4.2.4.1 Ca"" s tudy 

Some cases "hICh all" studl~...t by th" ~arc:her about net'waka are Jisled 

""low 

Name' A· 7 

50>< \Jall'! 

Caste' Ilafiz Khel 

Age' 2Syears 

~1rA·t IS th.: \oOn of \1r. G ·R, H", mother I~ SISter of Mr, M-T, once she "osite<! 

t~ brother'~ house to giVl' ~-og rail'S On W buth of the .. femall.!child."The .. al 

the OCCllSlon she claImed 1h..,1 tJus girl wlil be the Wife of her son Mr A-Z. 

The)' were both fir<t COUSln~ to e...:h olher, After some \:im,{, when lhe giTl 

r~n.-.t puwrty age. the other parties U\ the ",lIa~ brought offen for the 

relallon but her mOlher n:fused thai she had go\ engaged in her duhlhood 

ag .. \VI--. Ih .. ,. marn .. ge Cl"remony was .. Ol101Jtw:ed by lheir parents. the Slrl 

refused to get mart'). with thaI boy. Her 1"I"35On was th3t she was not lold 011 

any ~Iage Ihal you art" enll~&1"d The 00)' ho"·,,,,(."r was awall" of Ihe fact and 

was Wtlling 10 man)' her auorch" In Ius parents When she refused \0 many. 

her grandfather th real{'ned her of .. ,Urng. 

Any how she got marne<! w,th thaI boy. bul unwlihllgly. Aft(."r J>3SSlOg three 

months w,lh the husband she go\ back to Ihe f .. ther's home, The parents lold 

the acquallll3nCt5 lhal she IS a psycho case. The\' tried to cure her but every 

Doctor refused, bee,lUS(' she "as 'Iollt so. In the husbilnd's house sh .. a lso got 



pregnant. Ail", SOme' hme III the ra~rs hou'.Oe she S""e btrth to a male child 

She Ioole.J alter tho' (Child lor ~'l months wturn was then taken away by ~ 

hU5ban~fs family from tht>re Both the families tned 10 resolve the mailer !rut 

In "am. Thus both the famlhes il«ided to arrange anothtr mamago! for the 

boy and let ~he h\'e undt'r hf5 r-,;,luth {wl'dlocl}. Thus anoUlE'r foct which 

males me mu~h unhaPPl' t~ tlut $he ... ,). .. url<'ducated and unawaw of her 

Iawf .. l rights demand of khut"h 

Now she is bVlng 111 hl'r !'art'nt's house under some restr~tion5. While taking 

Intervie .. 'S 1 also asl&1 that ~hild that where 15 h,s mother, he answered while 

w"'"'P'ns ~My mother died when I was of siJc monthlt HI' was told by the 

falher ar>d other family members Ihal hIS mother had d,ed. The child is now 

of 5 yean; of ago! and IS without mothen;\ove. and Ihus 1!i protll' psychological 

problems. 

U4.2 Case siudy 

Age' 

II\'a5 lhan 

llaro "'''d 

Drear; 

Mr llyas kh.3n is the son of Mr. MohamlJ\2ld Ali Jan. li1!i mother and father 

had n.ade neewala of Ius ratnb~ra1 p;:lfililel cousin In the childhood_ The 

age of girl wa~ 6rear~ less tMn tlul of the boy. In the Slart of 2006, the parents 

of boy wen' Intended to rna .... the rebtx)O strong by making a nikah. But the 

boy refused to do so. He was unwlllmg to marry thai girl. and proposed to 

marry of an other malrillneal parallel COUSIO- 1be father 01 boy tried much bul 

In "OlIO- The part'f1~ of tilE' girl also got angry as to why he initialed the 

rebt.ons d he .. as unwdlmr .. bec."use In lhe Pulhloon (Path'm) society such 

gills are not taken mto mamage by others. The confu<:t mnhnued up 10 the 

end of Apnl. when the boy got engaged WIUI her own choice and 11'1 the 



:-.Ie ...... u girl lin in th~ lalh," ~ ho~ Ilu. .. IS now the major rl'llSOIl of the two 

fanulles to hale each other 

4..2..5 Child ma.rri~g .. 

Ould means a person who I. III ca~ of m ...... 15 under 18 years of age and .in 

case of fem<lle 15 under 16 yeMs of age .. <:CO«I,ng to Palustan panel acl 1929 

and 1961 According 10 Ihl5 Llw child m<lrr ... ge means a marnage 10 which 

I'1lher of lhe parlll'5 ... how- mamage is or 15 .. bout to then! by solemnized, 

omItted b\' \Iushm (anllly Llws OTdinaruo 1961 According 10 thU: Llw this 

kind of mamag" is pt.J11,shable WilL'" solemnlUtI 

(Malik,. 2OOl-181) 

Though acconhng to Islanuc Llw the age hnul 15 k-ss than thai gwen by 

PakIStan panel cod" but !lOW due to the drasllC changl' in the ,",,'odd which hil!i 

changed II to global it Village also affected culture, norms and values. ThU5 

now a daY5 nb)S1 of the customs wtuch creallng duferent social probJ..ms is 

now dlmuushing WIth lhe passa,e of time_ Ould mam.age J5 also one of the 

lund of m.u .... ges "'h,,h cn·"tmgcertam prot>lem III lhe vilLlge 

Aoco.dUlg to constitut.0I1 of Pa1..istan arlld ... 17 .. nd 19 ("Very citizen has the 

right of fR ........ Om of l·~l'rcssooo. fret"dom of associ.ation and assembly 

respective 1)-

A«ordlOg to clause of eRe art" .... 13 the chIld shall have the rtghllO freedom 

of cxrresslon, t .... nght wI! IOdude freedom to 51'1'11, I'CC'CIVC and impact 

informallon .. nd ideas of all llOds regardless of fronlJl'r5 clther Ofilily U1 

wntmgs or m pnnt. m the form of .. rt or through any media 01 the child 

choice_ ArtICle 14 says ~states part;.es shall respect the right of the child 

f~om of thought COnsc'CIJt:I' .. nd religion-

11lI' aOO\'e dlSCUSSKln shows thai theu ch,ld care is the parental responsibility 

of the parents of the ch,k! an:onhng 10 both blamlC law .. nd English Llw but II 



dOt.., nol n"~n thai 11,,·\, d,oNI ~ n>n..;oont 01 the duld m the .. d~. I 

obser ... ffi m my locale that d\Jld mamage ,s n>nunon In some famihes 

{"'iJ""CtaUy f('"wle ~~ df<'Ct...u boo· :h15 ruslum whICh ~ales ~rtam probu,1I\S. 

Caowo ~hldy g,non bek,,,, IS Il'f'l1"5I'nt.,ln'e tlus lund of marnage_ 

'1.2.5.1 Cue study 

Nan ... o: "8 
Selt: I'emille 

c.. .. Shabul Khel 

Ag' IS\"<l'ar 

D/o Cob 

Two years .,go ",hen R·B age w ... ~ Ihlrl('('n years her hilnd was gIVen by her 

molhM- to an old moln ".~ wii. had dK'<! At the tllJIr of her ~gagemmt 

she told her mother thai I am not going to marry w,lh thiS man becaUSl' he is 

four tunes elder than mt'_ H(' has daughll'n. sons and daughters In I;o,,·s and I 

canl 5pI'II1 t1l1lE' w,lh <;lIch an old man. Her molher howe ... er engaged her w,th 

that old man without .... rco, .. ·"l 

Af~ fl?\\' months of marriage ",lh thai per50n she lefl hn husOOnd hou~ 

anJ ran aw .. y 10 \hngnra ["Ily IJrre In ntv 5tH, rt'SlIled ""Ih prople who were 

Invol ... ed In lem.\le traflocklng ;tC"!IV,tK5 50 they "Old her 10 a miln who was 

from Lahore (l'UIlJoiIb)_ Iler old husband and her molher wer .... in seal1:h of her 

A few months later the Punpb po~ alTt"Sted her wilh thai person who 

PUI1:ha5ed her from mmgora Both well' in iii;] bul local NCO I\'leil5ed her 

and now she IS lIVing In a hidden plioce due 10 f~-a.r of dealh becal.l5t' her old 

husband Is)n seiln;h 10 1.1l1 h"r, 



4.J FORCED ' 1ARIUAGF.5 lEAD TO SOCIA L r ROBLE." S 

\\,.th the h"ginmng"f thc' procesW'j of mdu5tn<>h7.auon 1100 115 technologica[ 

undl'rrU1mnr.~ "ur """'1.)[ ~v~tem h.d bt-en in a ~t.:Ik of ns.ng dlSl'<ju.lIbnum 

1"he growth .,1 mo.lu\lry .. "J the Iil".,elopmenl 01 me.J.ia lools, tral15porlahon. 

commUlllcahon and rect'ntly th(' gloooluatlOn phenomenon, have led to 

dlSruptwn of the ilgncullunlh cono.htioned 50Cial ;md moral order of 

yesterday Co~uentl}' changes denlilnd a redefinition of 5OCia1 wella", and 

morality, resulting In (Ol'l("(,n, for hum.1n nghts vlOlahOItS and rela ted issues. 

A social probkm imphe1i the unde5uabll' soaal rondlbom whICh are a ~ 

of menace to SOCIal wen·being. Thus 1\ social problem may be viewed as mass 

phenome'lil su~t to stallslical ~n.lI)'slS and o.leplCllon. The v...:tim of a social 

probkm rossesses altnrutl'S in COmmon with "thers in Ius group or class. M. 

Khalid quotes the defm.tlOn of Frank I., K, who defil\l'5 social p roblem as Mil 

social problem then apJ'l'ars to bt- any d.fhculty or nusbehavior of a fairly 

large number of per50J\S whICh "''' WL<.h to ",m(l\'e Or COrT1.'CC 

(M. Khalid, 2003: 1) 

H.A Phelps &"'es a mo'" compl\'hens.~'e defuu\IOn of social probk-m as 

·social probll"ns are IIboomlaiJtl€'S in !;OCial relationsh.p which manifest 

themselves when people hve in groups. whi(:h are consIdered dangerous and 

mlolera ble ami whICh rnu5t be eh.,,,,,,,led 10 safeguard the !;ocli'tyM. 

(?help!!, 2000: 2) 

AnthropologISts USUaU)' con5iJI'I .. soaal problem to be an a~ed SItuation 

that is incollllJallbk .... th Ihl' valul'5 of a sIEmf.",nt number o f people who 

;lpee thai action l!I m-e.ied to ;llter the sltuahon.. Social problem c;1U5eS 

dl.'iSillISfachon. suffenng or rnlSeT)' CommUl>Itles are not alwaysllarmomous. 

They fact! one another ",.th hostilI ty and suspIcion. 11lerefore, several cases of 

maladjustment pll'St'lll theffiSl'h·ts to study an..l dl5CO\'rr underlying causes 



whICh IS the mam purpose (>f anthropology_ There a .... some social problell15 

...-hx:h ~arrtwr obsen-ed In the village the. maUl nuse of whICh was forced 

marriilges Thl"S(' social probk"n$ are- discwsed U'I detail he ..... 

T~ble: " .4 soci.1 problems cruted by forred lItMl"iages 

1I;,·o .... ·e Honor Female Total 

ktlhng traffJCkmg 
- --

'" ,0> ",. ", .. 
--- . 

Source: 5un'e)" conducted durmg f1eldwork 

4.3.1 Forced marriages caus ing Honor killing 

Expressing a dC'S' .... to c~ a s;xouse and marrying a paTtnfi of ON"S cho~ 

a re seen as malDr acts of defia:"e In a society where most mani.ages a~ 

arranged by father.>. The)' a .... seen to damage the honor of the man who 

rw-gotiales th, marriaf,c and who can l'J<pect a bode price ill return for 

handing her Over to a sptJu...., 

A.ccordmg to human rights Law 

(I ) Men and women of fuji age. w,thout any hlll.ltatJon due to TlKe. nationahty 

or religion. have the nght to many and to found a famdy. They a re entitled to 

equal rightsll!> to marnage, during milrriage and al Its dissolution. 

(2) Marriage shall be entered mto only w,lh the free and full consent of the 

Intending spou~. 

(3) The lanul) ~, the !liItur .. 1 and fundamental group urut of society and 15 

enhtled to protedion by socIety and the State. 

Uni ........ ' o.rlo""lon of IlU .... d Rig"" Altklo 16 
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Women and behind her ,hgoity and pos.tlon and honor 1$ to be raISed 1$ a big 

cMUeng~ on Pulhtoon <;oo;"'ty _ \\o'hen WOmen broll" social oonstr.unb and 

I("we her hnme .Ind malT)' "'!lh a person of her own chOIre, it C~ .. les • 8"'at 

problem j"r "'-"r lofe in I'ukhloon sonel\' \ ... llt-n she commits Ihis act, h .... 

relalllle5 ~nd (am.I)" m('mber$ dec,de to lill her ThIS crime m Pukhtoon 

society IJ rismg due to IgnorilOC'l'. A~mnt.ng to Quranic verses, the,. IS 

"uMhmenl for U''l.l (Adulterv) and olhfo. Illegal relationship regardmg sex. 

but t~ !>hould ho.' four ~" .. WItn.'SSeS for these cnJnC!O. 

(Surah Noor (1.1, Quran) 

However here the SitUatIon is totally dtlferen\, no one consIders the rules of 

Islam and rT\O!itly people tal., deosHln on the basis of doubt or verbal heanng. 

This however does not mean that couple IS caught in compromISIng POSItion 

bdore bemg 5laughtered 

Men' SU)P,oon. ~lLghle-5t doubt 0' even h.'ar say about the reputation of close 

female fanuly members, quahfi.'S ~rtain m<!mbers to act 10 re!itore pelU',vm 

damage When tl\<'\· I",~d Ihe" f,.:ns, th.·}' (Omnlll of pnd .. and m 10callerms 

tills ulll .... GI"nr"t 

SfATlSTICS on honour l,lIings are ra"" as ttw murders often 0«U1 III .. 

faDUly home and go unreported Boon'''"., TeSl?an::her observed 16 honour 

It.illongs III alone In r",ld work durallon 

Women who refu~ forced n'Lilrn.;oges or marT)' for 1m"" are the most common 

victim of honour killmgs· so--caUed OOcauS!' the perpetrators believed they Ire 

protecbng the "honour" of their faDUly ~ p~ IS most common in 

COuntrIes foll0.v-ng Slnct IslamIC LJw. Even women who are raped may not be 

~p.lred .IS II ,~ most ro",monly L""y, Il(It the rapt5I5, who are punished for 

\-lOlatmg faDUI)" "honour"_ Many ,,"omell are condemned to death by so. 

-" 



caUed f.lmlly WUT\!. Often th .. w lman l~ gi~'en IVI ehanet' to explam or defend 

-" 
.0.1.1 CHt Study 

!\.:"me 

50, 

D"ughCer of 

Age 

S8 

Female 

KJ 

n Years 

S B was the daughter of K J, .he got ('Ilgaged with her CI'OS5 cousm two yl'M 

beto"". There ,",'as another rela",'e of her ",110 "'as mterested '" her. They 

we"" IIgret'mg for mamage. Her cousin compelled girrs faDUly for 

mgagement itS he wM relakd to a n.:h f"nuIy, So they we"" engaged A Ft!w 

days before, on their marn .. ge ceremony, h!!r other rela"Ye expressed her 

emotions lind love With the gul to her fia~ .nd. requested and conv,"c'I'd 

hIm lhal he kwrd thIS gul f,om Y<!r)' before. AftC'f maniag!' all the f"mily of 

her husband bo.-';oIme SU51'iO:OOU5 about her character and they treated twor very 

badl\' . 

As th1$ WM a ""nt famll)' and thty t,..,aled her dlSCIUl\U'loitely, H~r mother III 

law WM very cruel and ('\'ery time blamed her daughter III law lellmg her 

husband lhal slIP h.a. .. lel!!rhonic hnks WIth heT lover. The fact was that she 

had totally UI\ilware from tnt situation and she was ju5t r('ached to puberty. 

So boy's famIly members decided 10 kill her, One night h!!r mother," law 

MW """ husband 10 §leep ~par.it,,1y m bathak.. lleT hu5b.1.nd olde!" brother, 

her mother in law, .. ith help of other weilirainrd agents killed her 

On the nexl d"y thq- spll!'ad the ~,",'S that she comnutted suICide With help of 

pistol whICh WjlS lying near to her dead body, According to the postmortem 

report she WM k.!!Icd and after th..1 they firet.! her. Her father tried much to 



pUnISh them through Judidar'" but hr failed because the murderer party was 

poill>(:aUr and K"OnOuucally nruch powerful as compared to her family_ 

Murdt'r('r p<lr\v ~pen\ a Inl of mo<>cv and (h .. nge.J the situal:1(ln totally 

"'Iurden:. p<lrh' ".l.~ rewa.;,.,,1 from ,..d just a/k. thr~ months n..... Wen" 

proud of their act The, P",C. ... 'k"<i Ih"lr to (allN honor and killed an "u>OCenl 

",I 

4.3.2 Forced marriage causing femal~ trafficking 

lUegaltrafhckmg of "'omen and crnldrt'fl is an Intemation.ai srourg~ ano.! there 

are hundreds of nelworks of trafflCk~rs who art' ruruting an.J controlling thIS 

hrinous business world O'''~r, 11><' practice l~. unfortunately, prevalent In 

Pal<l5tan as well 

Female traffld.1I18 I'l<bb In all tho;, lour proVIl'l(;~ of PakIstan but Its nature 

and scope IS d ifferent m Swat. Fen"'''' tr~(ficklng IS very prevalent u 

comp<lred to male traffx:lmg_ F~1e trafhd..mg.. mcludmg that of girls under 

the ~gc of 18. IS earned out under the coI'e. of watwa. a primitive custom of 

'5elhng' bnd, ... Inr .. I'lloCt', In SlC'm,' ..... as of Swat_ A few deeades ago tIus 

CU5lom was wnfmed onl~ 10 some d~lricts and lrobal ~rt'as of the NIVFP. but 

presently ,I l~ gradually encr.-:hmg upon mamstn>am settled dlStflCts arv:I 

areas bke SwaL TIle most alanru.'lg dll1lmSi(ln of tIus trend is that walwar 1$ 

gradually tuming into a businl'S:5 III Ih(' village partKularly ~nd also in other 

p<lrb of the dllolr ... 1 as a ... 1>.,1,· 

111e leading cau5e of felThlle traflld,mg IS the ~xlrt'mt" poverty_ Other major 

causes InClude .Iltteracy. partK"Ularly In the lower socio economic strata in the 

vollage, unemployment bek of 5elI and health edu.eaIKIn In curriculum. large 

5lZI' of average f .. moly sIZe ... ·llhlJl thC' dhterate popuiaillm; lack of welfare for 

the poor an e~tre",e al\i\rduc ludlC'iill system in Ihe area, lack of access 10 print 

and electromc moo ... .lack of atlvoc;a('\" and aWaA'1leS5 campaigns by both W 



government ilgiUnsl such pract.:.:s ~nd the d15mterest of polICE' and other 

government ilgellC'l'S 10 wiltch ilOO punISh traHickers. 

The rno<t vulnerable fanuhes are tha<or who an' the poorest, occupying the 

lowest socl.~l rung l"hey Me people w,thout proper1y, who can not make both 

I'nds ",,'<"I rlu<' to the ~"ilrt:ity 01 "-OIk n ... 'ell il.~ ramp;tnt mflatl(ln. Among 

them, the Gu ... ,.,. KohlSt.1ms , ilNI afghan .... fugees whICh nugrale<i here are 

the vulnerable groups Thf' P"~ts of the bnde who is traffICked on the NlD'le 

of marriage believe genu1J\ely th~t their daughters willlNd a prosperous life, 

but they are totally wlaWa .... of the fact that thelf daughter's mamage is rake 

and thl>y are to be used for other purposes Th15 ('lIstom spreads p;trticularly 

from a tocial group that IS callN! in k)cal language DUMA.'" (DANCERS) 

whICh a .... living In another villa&e neilr the re5('archer focus area 1be female 

victuns do not belong to a p;trtruiar age group became there is no law or 

custom fbcing ~ minimum age hml t for marriage and Its enforcemenL Only a 

wgment of the fam,ly Ia .. s is m place wlUch \S not actovated as rompared to 

VICtim so the cnnunals who are ,"volved m tile trafficking business find il 

t"Qrlgerual ~al ",vlTOflmt'ntlo OJ"l"fil t .. In'm and Ill. 

Two 1unds of gangs are IIlvolnN in thIS buslfll'S5 that '" locals who oprrate in 

lile distn.;1 01 Swat and the 0Il('5 who act iI5 p"rtners in Punjab, 1be Punjab 

gangs Sl'ldom cross provuv:'ial I:<>undilrlt'S duo' to the" ethnic background, 

111lguistic constralll\s, .mrl COIlSU'llnls of distance and costs of travel. So the 

out sMlf' gangs are totally depmdl'nt on the local gilngS. 

I.ocal g""gs operate ""I'rywhere III Sw~t U~ually the .. targets ftre poor and 

vulnerable iamlhes. 1lW'y arranv marr~&es With", thf' area, but m.ajonty of 

Iheir chenls an' from I'u"",b There are many other stake holders who are 

drrectl)" or lll.itll'Ctly In\'oh'l"d III tlus busmess. They ",dude imams ol 

." 



mO/iquB or the mlah lh.m-an5. la .... )·er.>. nlunslus, or aSSIStants of law)'er.> In 

courts. and Ioxal polio. ~taff 

The local gangs u~uall\' cons,~t "f thr .... to f,ve JT\('mbers. mc!udmg men ;md 

.... omen 11>e, obtam ullorm;ll1on about unmamed and pretty girls from tht> 

s\:n't'I5, hUJrils, and other worlmg places and the women lhen visit the houMS 

m 5I'arch of fa" slmned ami brautiful g,,1 l1le women gang member.> are 

.... ell dr~ and "'ear gokl J'l""'eiry to look rich and ,mprHS the poor and 

needy fam,lies,n ... ,v enter 1m- house Itl.e MEU.IA (guest) and det113nds lhe 

girl fOl' kwezdan (betrothal) , Their usual way of motivatmg. convlllcmg and 

fwlly b;utmg the famIly are in telling stones about the wealth of the 

bndegrooms family, who rould "Iso be a he lping hand to them. and that their 

daughter wouhllwe h~ a queen. 

The male members of the gang eventually s it with male members of the 

family of the br,de m hUJra, mosque aoo finaliu the ileal. 'The mkah or 

marriage IS arranged throur,h iI mendlv ",lab lhawan who .Iso ~ share. 

Th., deal gi",," Io.>gal cOve. tJ.,' hmng the 'lCrvices of a lawyer, 50 that the girl', 

lanu1y can not bnng tho> gul bad if ~he '" mlStrNted. Thesl- gIrls an.' used for 

other pu'posa e,g Pn"'htuhoo md mo.!<'img etc, when brought to PunJab 

There are no f,,[ed .ates for thlll custom but researcher observed here III 

D\a)Onty of ca5E'S thaI, the p~ .angl'S from one lack 10 thrft lack Pakistani 

rupees l lowe,·e., not all thIS money goes 10 the family of the girl and they 

dlStnbute" according 10 the role and tnfiucn('e of the stal.eholder. 



4.3.2.1 C .. ~t ,tudy 

:-':ilme' B ·Z ... , Fernill" 

0/0: Salilr 

eMtt': Gu)",s 

Ag,,: 18 veil' 

B-Z is the dilughter of Saliir She is one of the vICtims of female trafficking. 

She was trnffl<;ked from the nlbge on 2005. Her marriage ... ·as .r .... nged 

through iI Ioxill g~ng... ... hl<:h ... as Involved '" f"m.11e t .... ffoeking. Accordmg to 

well planed gilll"K', they camE' h.·r OOITl(' WIth pump and show weanng 

beautiful jewelry as to mflue~ her paretlts showing that lhey belong to • 

ncb family. One of them WiIs iI rdilt,,"e of her f~ther, SO she compelled her 

parents fGr "grcement of engagement They "'Tanged the mamage through 

lV"h,'a, (Hnde PrK"ej and fixed the rat\! Rs I. 20,000. AI last ~ mamag'" 

ct1"emonv .... a~ solemnIZed with pump and show. After three months she 

calkd her fath<-r h) Cum,'" and taM> Iwr bock to his home. FatheT asked tht 

~. She loki the enlIre $.l1lr)" thai "'''11',)" night a new ~rson come to my 

bed room and uses m ... li~ proslltut\!. She threal",ned her father; if he would 

nol bnng her OOck she ... ·ouM hily", romnutlro '>Uicid",. So her rather called his 

relalIVe. who played the role 01 brot..er. H<'"r father sent hIS other reliitives to 

bring her bad. 10 home. II.". father abo regislered an FIR in polic't station.. 

AlI"'T a few dilYs, police mvesligilted the case ao<ilhe real ~ came in front 

of prop\e, The relallve who played the role of brol"'T WM the real culprit. 

4.3.3 FOI'C",d mouriagt'S I",~d to suicides 

"Tht tenn suicide IS defined and explamed by dlffer1':lll anthropoklgists in 

different ways Emile Durkheim work on sUlode 15 one 0I11le gre .. t effort of 

·99 



hiS ti~ 'Ourktlt'lm u('rlVes lrom t~ study of marriage. ~li&j(m. and 

political and ,,, ... tiona[ oommun'I"~. Ourlr:heim giVe5 three categories of 

~ulClde. "Ill' IS ,.",lm", ~ ... cide. ",'hich IS mon° ....... ·rm:oiy refle.:ted amons 

u,,'ol'Ced me'll tlwn wom,'n Furth ... ami tholl ,I ,~ profIled more from the 

rq;ulah\'(' mflu~., ..... e 01 n",mal':' 

The term suoode appllll~d to de.th whICh IS the dll«1. o r mduect reo;ult Or 

Ilo!sallv(' act accomplished In' lhe \'Ktim hIm/her ~lf 

(Suic,d(', George Simpson) 

Ourlr:he,m argues further, ~t:ha t although suICide apJ>@ars to be purely and 

mdivtdual ph<i'nomena Suicides are h<.'terog.....eo\l$ to mdividuals and S1ve 

n"" to rhenom('1'1a ... h,d. can 0111\' be ('xrlau>ed when lalen as a who[('. Thl!re 

.Ire dIHell'flt socidl Forero "luch ,inH' md,vlduals to deaths~, (Durkheun and 

study of ~ulCid(' In' sl>lv(' laylor. 2] chapt.l). 

From atK)\"e d,SCU!i5'OIl 01 .... ("an say that sUKide 1~ the a('1 01 inlcnilOnal endmg 

("""'5 own Idc. '!be re$CardlCr h.>S ob5oenN few cases m lhe solid vill.Jge the 

n'laln cau~ of wluch 15 forced mamag...,; 

4.3..1.1 en" study 

Name: 5-, 

s ... Female 

0/0: F -K 

Caste: B.1ha Kht>1 

Dunng rK'id WOf"k olle day re'SC'i.ITher heard about a bad ~ws, One of my 

friends "' th(' Sirs"",. mamed " 14 year girl and she oommitted suicide Just 

after three da\'~ of hc."r mamag" R~"n:hc."r reached the area and shared 

grieves with tl~ fanul\ 
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Acrordu'g to I;ey mformant ~nd JUdgment of researcher ,t was revealed that 

t!us girl was engaSed to Mr s.-S 0Ilf: )"ftIr bdOl'l.' her suicide. She was totaDy 

unwilling wilh this "ngagemenl She requestoo her parents to diSSOlve this 

agreement bt-cau<;(' ~h(' doen't h~ thl5 jX'r;on, but her parents refusetllo do 

so bl-cau .... ,I ... a~ Ih.· m..tler of the hnnor 01 the family Her brotherlI 

thre~leoed her not to tall. ~bout Ihl5 Issue ag~U1 other WI5(' Ihey would 1,,1] 

n..r few day'> later she callo..-.i her IWIri ""!uesi.mg him u well to refu .... this 

relallOn bul he told that my parents have 'll'lected you I can' l do because ii'S 

the matter of honor of my parerts he added. She told her parents "Sam and 

agam to fin ish thIS agreement because shr don't hke thl.'! person. but no O~ 

was as ..... to do so becauSE' of p«ople's pillZhaUrt' (taunt) ,and also it "'as Ihe 

matter of Gh.milt (honor). 

However the Illilrriilge cerW>On\ was d~L:!r"t'd by the parents of male party. 

AI the ,anI lime the gITl r.,fused to go to her husband horne, her brother 

brought pl.'!tul and threal"no.-.i twr agam ,f she 15 refusUlg. she will be lulled 

n.us she "'a~ fOTl;t"I.l hl Mwpt th~ mamage, she temporanly agreed for tillS 

marnage. On l,d day .. ( ... · .... Id"', '>he oomm,It...-d suicide when lIB husband 

and sh" wen' m 1I"'lr bt-d room Aa:unhng to htor hu~band she talked very 

httJe With rum on that day', me ent .. r"t'd the bathroom and \here she let her on 

fire. Iler husband trlL-d to sa,'1" bt>r iIIe by throwmg blanket on her body to 

control fire. B)" domg tlus he ~ntrolled fITe but she could not sustam the 

bums and after 11 few houB she d.ed 

R~archer observed thai the 01.1In caUS(-' of her suicIde was that she was 

forced by her !,"TenlS and brothelS to marry iI person she did nolltke. All her 

fanuJ~' memlX'rs ,,'en' "'1'11 a"'iI", of lhe f.tCts l'" they Insisted her 10 do so 

that uJllmaleh' culm,,"'IO'd to iltr4goc end 
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Human ""mgs hvmg In.l parhcular society fa<:e nmltifanous problems These 

problll'ms rangll' from one.. own self to the m('m~ cof hIS/her family and 

relatln'S. In th~ Lmd oj ~Itu"uor., wlwn the mtenslty of the problem rt$O!S, an 

mdlvlduallo5es her/hi!; riltK'1lU' and deviates from her/his normal Jx>Mvior. 

In such a condItion mdivtdWLI i§constdered psycholOgLCally ill nus Illness is 

a sOCIal probl"m ".)Cause l'liychologlCally ill persons can't perform their usual 

<mel normal role <'Onfimung to the ""~tion 01 thi!' society SO psychoklgical 

probk-m IS " slat~· of m1fi<1 m .... tu..:h "n lodlVldual IS mentaUy and toCialIy 

unable to cope wIth th" e"pectilhons and values of the members 01 his/her 

'.muly ,,00 SOCIl'ty. PsycoologiclLl problems have different types and have 

many reasons and caU5<'S. R~~n::her observed one of the causes 01 these 

problems is fOf'Cl!'(l mamages which mostly affects females and child ..... n as 

compared to male spouse 

4.3.4.1 ene study 

0/0: 

Cast,,: 

,\ ·11 

S-K 

SamLh,,1 

14 \'ears 

A-S n"'-rned to Mr F K one year before. Her age WM Just 14 and she was 

readung to hi!'r pubert).'. Iitor husband's famoly was a jomt fanuly, so she was 

unable to manage house hold a<:t!v,ties, aftef few a days she became a 

seriouslv ill llw mam cause of lrr socLness was that her age was less wluch 

affected her m(>nlal health HI'!" famIly members ilnd in J"w'S blamed her that 

she was preten.hng <;Q to "void tlut no..,., h01.l a<:lLv,t~ 

ThU! her husb.1nd sent her to pa ..... nfs houst". Her parents brought her 10 

Pesha ....... to J'Sychl.ltrl5l for ,hel:l.. ur. After m\'l'sllgallon doctor advised to 
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...... p her m parent's homo.·. ~ "'g.g~I~ few drugs and lold her part'nts thai 

~he was suffenng lrom sch,zophr .. ma and Ihe other nuun cause L5 Ihat her age 

L5 hl>1o"" puhl>rt-.,· Her male"""l .. nde 1,,1d me lhat -dOCU'lr adv1$l:'d thai not 10 

solemnized ch,ld marTlJgt'S ag"m ol],{'r WISe It will bnng ~uch disastrous 

<;onsequo>n<:~ 

'1.3.5 Forced marriag"" Iud 10 O;vorce 

D"'orce "r rl,~ .... ,luhon l'l ""'rn.t,~" 1'5 u,., endmg of 01 marriage, which can hi> 

ronlra~ll...J '"Ih .111 ~nnllJnwnl It IS a .Il'<:laralion that a marflage is ... oid. 

lhough the dk..:b ,,' nlamilgc O\ol)' be n"-ogm.'~1"<.1 in ~uch uruolllS, such as 

\pousalsupporl, ch,ld cu,too\" ~""I distribution of property 

In uC'Jelop<-...J l1.>untn~'S< rl'~'of'(e !'ilks II.oH' locn'a.'ied markedly uuring the 

t"t"Illidh cenlu,,- Th.,. "''lOm In ,I,vo"..., u"""loped m the last half of Ihe 

twentwlh century. In a.ldit",n . .a..:cept.J",-" of II ... singl .... pan"nt family has 

~ult."j In nMIlII "'omo'll u ..... --..lmg to 11.0 .... dul.In."Il oul<;"le marn.lge as then" 

.~ litll., l\'m.t1rung so..-ial \tign\ol .. tt.Jdlt',d 1<> unwni molht--rs. Tlw sut:,oo..'t of 

dIVorce ~'" .' "'><;ial p"':nolllt'llDn IS an lmport.--,"t nosearch lop": in 

anlhrorol"g" <;")1\1<' ""5o· ... n·h.'" ~rr.ut· th.It UIVOIU' ml..,; tlo not al"'il\'S rd'\('ct 

.-;tuJ.l ml,·r.ld,,'n.~ aOKlIl); p''''pl,'; Ihat i" ,«,me countrlC5 may ~how d low 

divon....., ral{' ix..:,'l1.W. in "",h u>unlrics, !,,'Opl...' rarely go:! marrle<l m It.;- lust 

pl1\Ce 

The term bet", .... n divoR ... • and n"1Jhlrn;'r.e vam", rleJX'11ding on lhe country 

_md tht: "" of II", d,\orcee_ In SOffit' ~<'mntril'S. ""om ... ,, need 10 ,,-ail longer 

th~n n,..n bet"n.' I'C'""rn· .... & 10 .woid n>ntuSlOtl ~bout pat{'mlly Chddrt"n 

l'lOm afl"r d,,,,>T'O' ma\ ur 1Il.iI,- .-..t be r...:ogniled as chlldnm of their father 

depenlhng on Ihe ["l'I1OtI bclw ..... n di'-orce dml h,rth, although recogflltlon of 

nlate""t\" IS u~ually dutom.al,,: h ffiO'>l .-ammon law lunsdicbons there i5 a 

prt'Su .... pll<ll1 th.lt tl ... duM horn ,Iunnt, Ih., m •• rriagl' i~ the hl1.~"'lIld·~ ch,ld, 
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bow(!\.',·r tlusl'n"iumphon ,',m be Ol""n'lltl\e 1>\' .Jenhinng I~ putat.ve father 

anJ l>nngmr." r.ll,·ffill'.' ur "Ihlial",,, 1,1'OCl't"\l'''g- If the chlkl WaS C'OIXeIVOO 

h.-l" .. , 11", d""'fU' hul ",-"n •• hc'n".,.d Ih,~ m,l\' 101'01\'" Iil'l:alion If a fIliI" 

•• .'C"f'b Ih,' .:Iuld "'5 his o .. "I>o: .... w hi- tl,-.;Lon·tl tt ... father and mal' In manr 

lun",l" 11<>'" ""'U r "t>hf'lll< 'n~ I,,, •• -,,,d~ thl' ~h,JJ 

If "-I" ~ m wh!~I"uS f'<'r~pectl\''' I,Lam allo",~ d,,'or('o!, although .1 15 

tli.s<.;t\uTdged Tlwo.<'\io:all\ ,'lIh.,r rM1"". Gill dl'Cide to ha\'e a no--fault 

d;\'OT,'(" L:nd"T Shanil Llw, L;""'n:tKall\" (,,11>0.'. spou'W:' ma)' "--pt'al a 

dedarahon of d,,'on'., Ihn ... • 1111"'" AI'iO, for hU500n<is, plural marnage 15 

5QlJl('tUllC'ii alJo .. ed und<'T Sh,lria, but he can be r('/u~ p€'rmlS5ion. In Sharia, 

IIll- (u~lod\" 01 lilt" chikln:n .. ",,1.1 "",.mally go 10 lhe mother, but th ... father 

",,11 h,w,' 10 r.w .-Iuld '''1'1'",1, In '"H.ll" ""';<'11<'" ,1Ivo.-o.·'[ Olell aoJ WOO>l'll 

han- no righl In ah",,,,,,,_ '-.hand law l"rh"J~ ... .tIl!: ....... marriag .. or any 

mam'g" lhal ,~\o.,· ...... ," t.lI .... III anI' "'aI' 

Islam, unln.., ClmMwut\', con."":,·B mamag" M ll<' a 1',;,,1 conlract and tIM

.1<:1 of [\t>laimng a lhvn .... · " '.,. .... ·nl ... 'll\' Ih,' ad of 1'1',ally dis,'iOlving Ih<> 

COt"llr •• .-t If a m.,,, pru" .. uOCl"S thrl;'l' d"'''"''!ij 'I"mst a f.~ won",n, 0. lli'O 

~g~"'l!ot <I ~l; .. 'e, he ,'an la .. luU)' ",-,-..I ,"'lther 0( them agam, unless they him~ 

b..e11 t'SJ>Ol'S<"I by alll)th ... r. 0100 thl~ .... ~"nd hu~band d;~. or shall divorce 

them \Vho!n it I"'p~ Ihal a hu'\b.,noJ ww- 10 f'I'ro'.'l'r h,~ Wlfe, whom he 

h.1J dl\'oO:l'<.1 III ~ I"'''~'''''" ,1 COOl"'",,,nl h'''[).lnd is <;()Ught; bul Ihe law 

!o-rbul .. a moo.:l"",· hemg 11"'.1" 01 ,"u.-h rn.1rrlolges, The\' rnav be ~rt 111 

,[uTabon, but III<" I""h~'" mU~1 hn', ,luting lhe period lhey are uniled, <IS 

hUSt..lnd "nd. ""f,., 



4.3.5.1 c .. ~ siudy 

\I')me, ,-, 
D/O , 5 

.... >;: -""",Ic' 

,\8'" " Cu, 8M"Lhd 

S-B IS In.., U,)ughl"r 01 __ \ ... She- '95 ('ogag~>d 10 her palnhnc')l paralkll'OUSin 

fi\'(' V".Iri bel<ll\' .... h"n ho'r "R" wa~ lu~llourll'('t1 Iht>n her marriage arrangeo.l 

in 2IXli>, Sh .. rdu'>t'<l Ihl~ "f:n. ... menl IIIlLI she lold her p.ort'tll" thai she was 

child at IIw Im'lt' ,,\ her .. ng"g .. n"..nl whICh .... as fI"ed Ihrough Newilka by her 

pilrt'nts and their W,)5 no ,'o-=nl Ilf her m this IIgrecmenL Her paren~ 

refused to u~<;solw marrLI~ bt'aU5(' ,I was liwo ma ti.". of filmily honor Af~ 

f"w J,,\~ of Ion m ... n1lg." h.'r 1",~hi,"J!'('fI1 Ill-r back 10 her parent'~ home. 

l>ccau',' s~ "",IS nN fulhlhn~ h<,1' hu~b,,,,,r~ .... ~~u .. 1 Jl'!>lR";, Husb.\nd added 

thai .. 1><'11 I .-:'l~r my room ~"" hw("S n..'fS(':' m wash room. When <;he got 

had, .. ' hl" 1''''''nl, h,'I1"', ,h.' 1,.ld h,-, 1',tTl'nt~ Ihill sh., would ,\eV,'r MCepl 

him M her h~,1 Tlk- guy fJIMli...J ;1I..,tlr[ lirl ,n u.., village and rl\dJe ...... 

fn'\' ilttcr OIl<' ""'" by g" 109 Ji\'o[(" . In I'ukhtoon 5!Xit'1), iI dlVom.-'d woman 

ha~ no ~t.ltus hL,> the otllt'r'" No..- .!JI<' I!> IIVIDr. wllh her parents and no one IS 

a.sl.tng h.;r fm b.·lnr. to t...' " .. if .... Ix" all ... 'iht- .... as divon:eo.I ilnd dlvort:Yd girl 

IS nol ~cc"pt."lbl .. III that society 
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CHAPTER 5: 

COXCLUS ION, SUGGESTION AND RECO~tM[.~DATIONS 

5.1 I'/TRODUCTION 

Diflnent marnav patte""" and types of forced marnages have been 

rle'icrlbt-J 10 rre~'I""s ch.~rtlo", Hen' 10 this charter summary and conclusion 

along wIth some suggestions about fol'C'ttl marnages has been glYen. 

S.2 SUMMARY AND CONClUS IO"': 

The methodology whIch I used In my ........ arch was parhe'pant obsl'rvabo~ 

"I""lOg WIth the peorle as people ltve- IS the fundamental method of 

anthropolog>eal heM worl.. Key mfonn,tnt is dllOther source of infonnahon 10 

collect reliable data. I took key informants both from the community members 

and from the pE'rson'i who were in~'olved in farad marriages. I used informal 

or unstmcturt'<.l mtt'TVK'WS during mv field work be<:ause it W1\5 (hff,cult for 

me to USt" shut:turrt!lntIO",'''OW .. h"" to g ...... te. SO:n5Ibv,ty of the communIty. 

Case study is Wi another uSo!ful tool. whi.ch Iwlpetl me 10 depth analysIS and 

det'lIl data about ~1o md .... idu .. b . ...:tions or phenomeruo. Through fOCWl 

group dtS<:USSlOns J made )lOSSlbie to know about some mamage patterns of 

the oon101UIUty whldt was dlfficu,t through .... en" observation. 

I cond\K:ted fIeldwork III the vuge ·Sirsmal· District Swat. N,WF.P, It 15 

approximately ilt iI dlSbnce of 167 km from Peshawar The ~n:h ilJN 

wtuch I select~-d was farnlh~. to me Berng a Pukhtoon my self language was 

not oorner to mt!. I Fark»'l~n,ed wllh the natl~'es 10 th<-rr own language . 
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Mamage is ubl'!ult<>us fe.nure of hUm.ln social organization and probabl.y 

d ...... ·\opcd " .. n' l"ady In the COUI'Sl" oi human sodal history, ~ all' many 

funcllon'i of mMn"gl" to fulfill plrent;)l rcsponslb'hty for long term In infant 

nudum'g and ..-.Juca.lion. suo .. 1 ~LltlOl'l of !>eKual com~lhon .. orgaruzabon 

of ~"ual di ... i,;"", of labor, d5&S~m('1't of mdl ... idual to social group and 

stotu!, and the formatIOn of lI,ter group alllilIlCeS ano.! exchanges !"Ic. 

No -'OC!ety III the world eXISt whICh deny the publicly recogruzed and 

culturaUy sanctlOt'll"d uruon bl"",,'een the mall" and f .. male, Marriage IS a 

uru~'"rsallllSlltut'on In social organizatiOn. Marnag .. is a -'OC;al union bl"tween 

man and womall. whi<:h is appl'Q\'et.t by society and Il'liglOl1. 'Tl!e umon which 

promotes l'COIlOmlC wnng and rrocIl'ahon IS thus known as marriage, 

A forcOO marnagl" LS a OlalTldg .. thai IS prrfoJlN'd under duress and Without 

the full ami ",formed cons-ent or free Will of bolh parties. Iktng under duress 

mcludes feeling both ph)'sKal iU\I.l emOhonal Pfl"S5urt'. 

The S,cs,na; ca ..... study as pR'Sentcd 11\ this rcseanch report L'i a viVid example 

of oow IOIpidl~' lIll' fon:l"li marriases art' mcreilSmg in Swat. A ~ marriage 

IS considered \0 bl" dom .... 11oI,; vlOkncc and an abuse of human righls Victims 

of for.:~..J marnages oft"n "~I'''riolce phySICal VIOlence, rape, abdochon, fal5e 

Impnsonment and l'1lSLwl"moml .. !it'>;ual a~, menial alld emotional abuse. 

and at tiines. murJ"r Ihu.ion of m"mage IS done by the part'nlS of the 

couple going to marry Tllere IS monogamous mamav In the village; only 

short nllmber of people d,J sec\lnd mamages. Woman is considered as the 

honor. The weal marriage SPO"""15 patrllmeal parallel cousins. 

Fort'ed marrLilg<'5, whx:h invol"" uchange of sibling" put an additional 

burden on womtn to abiJe by their father's mamage arrangemenb. 
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I obsI'rvrd dunng m,' reso>arch that U- lmds of milmages art' ~atmg 

,hUerelll 50(. , .. 1 pmt>lcll\5 Ul the Mea, It results w,th many famoly (onfli(1S 

rJu.w mar ..... '..,. .... ·cordm!; to u..., people of llw "lIage giv" ~:unty 10 the ".1 

In 1"'-" haUS<.' vf the hU~NI\ll ,'s on BadaL mamage, Il one man treals h,s wofe 

md,,,,entl\', In ..,tum h15 sist.'. wIll Ix- Ir ... ~ted III same way, by ~ brother of 

Ius wile U', the husbanoJ of Ius SISler but that IS the o>am bad conKquence of 

t1us kind of nl.lr.iage, 

TIle PuKhtooos an- often br.mdoo as extn-mislS and fuodamenlaHsts due to 

WIT slnc1 w~ 10 n-"gion bul uruortunal(>ly w ..... n il OOII"lelj 10 WOU1ef'L'S 

rights. theIr SQ.called gha"i1t do",inale the Islamic prmciples. t:ksplle cll'ar-

cut direclJve., they an- not n-ad) 10 gl\ ... thelJ women the nghts to wruch they 

have been enILtle<! 1»' the 151"m an..!. th ... (QUOiT)' I"w. 

TIle t."d,ho"al Jlrga system, whICh has lost ,ts authenhcity along with the 

degradatIOn of a true rullt..", cultun-, has always bo!en used as a tool to give 

a legal rovrr 10 a number of Illegal and un-Islanuc customary praclxes. 

The tradition of the ,,~chan&e of a f ... male ,,~ compensation for resolving 

rompound • ...t <hspult"'$ and offMKCS 5,",,'')rah IS stili been pracbced Ul SwaL It 

was generally belIeved that women would be able to bridge the g~p between 

the nul gJ"OUp5 WIth lhe MIl' of the,r 10,·1' and affectIOn- But with the 

degradation of the In,e 50Ciety and CUllun-, the cuslom h.1S now become a blot 

on the face of the SOCI"'" 

The swarah SlJl IS &-""" to lhe m'al &-rool' wlthoul solemnizing .. proper 

feslwe U\alThlge through rukah and II I~ left 10 the mer(')' of the enemy 10 

decide about ~ f~te. 

Such a humiliating tr{"-"Iment melOO out to the womt'llfoll is not only a 

5eTIOUS ",olalxm of the islamIC m,unchons but a~ againsl section 310 and 
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J38-E of thl!' P~l.lStan 1'1'1'\aI Codt whICh dl!'arly and categona.1Iy prolubtt tM 

g.vlng of a female as a \'"I1d badal~51.dh or COnlpt'f15iltion for a complUll1.isl!', 

Mostly the gld gin-n as swarah is not ronsult .. d about the most tmportant 

denSlon of h .. r life and $,*, is .. X("hang~-d like a commod,ty, which IS also un. 

Isl.lII1.K. as th .. rdlS"'" has da..Tlbed Ih;l.. marnaf,e as Invalid In which thto 

female's C'OIllWnt IS not "btalneo.1 

~ demand for bndal pnn- IS also a bad custom prevallmg here, ",tuch 

n~s to be ,\I!iCOuraged The Jla~ts usually stress for ntOney on the pretext 

to n>eel the weddmg eJCpen51'5 of thtolt daughte'r O1dd m.am..ges are .. Iso 

f""luent m the aTea. whi<;h art! not only unlawful but also agamst tnc 
re!tglO"" noml.S-

Parents engage their mmol'll keeping III vie" monetary benefits and property 

COnn'Tru. w,thout tIwlT consent Such unrealistIC deciSIons nol only howe 

negabve Imp'l(ts on both thl' families but they also affed lhe society as a 

whole. "Thoup,h the 0111d marna&e Reo!.tramt Act. 1929, 1%1 stnct.ly prorublts 

the rnarriagl"i of minOrs and V~ibo:><; l'unishlnt'Tlts for those who organize, 

~ or promote tho. soIt'~hon of such mam..ges, I'*' custom is Sill! 

belllg prach~-N unab-lled 

Ne"'aka is hh.'rally to catch or lay claIm. II can be interprcted as an IISCertaUl 

of clauns. ThIS is another custom under w!tich marriage can be solellUUU'd 

aV-lIls! the ""shes of the couple and also may be the girl's parents. The cause 

of tocial problem 15 that thn-e 15 ro consent bl!'tWft'll the boy and girl and later 

II creates d,\·orc.. problem ami other fanulr connlCts. 

lbe forced marnaSH crealI' a lot ol problems such 115 female traffickmg. 

honor killmg. suicide. d",ol"«' and some other psyd>ologocal probu-D1.S. 

~"9 



lbe hypothe-;~ of my r~ilrch was 111.11 rn most of 1M rural an"iIS of the 

""WFP. propw sao-lflCe their d .... ghlers to soln~ the b100d feuds. I checked 

this during mv (i('ld work !'f'veaW thai In some ronniet! the propll' ~crifice 

their dilughtet"> but 1IKt';\ (.f the peorle of the area now considering this a 

disgu~tmg act 

AnotJuor h~1'Otht."",~ wluch I ched:.ed dunng my held work was thai both the 

boys and gIrls follow the tr.ltl,bon <lUI' to ~Irong palriarchill relilhonships 

.... hich partiall ... acrt'plM ~h' thud hypothesis w;u that ,~ D\ilr",,~ are 

c;lUsrng <llfterenl soci.ll probk>ms 1"'1' honor klllmg. female traffickmg. and 

wvol'Ce problems ThIS 100 was compktely p.m:ed m my field work.. 

5.3 SUGGESTIONS AND J{ECOMMIONDATIONS 

Forced mamagl'.5 .. n ISSUe .. ·hlCh WI' stillimow too htlle about. bul 11 IS likely 

that many more go unreported. It is in response 10 tlus, ilwart'fleS:S that 

researcher intomJs to study this ISSUe. On the basIS of my fl'Sl'arch I would 

Itkl' I() give Ih(' (011o"'in8 ~ugg""honS and rl'<:ommendatlOns to aware the 

prople from the '"OI\5el{Ut11O. ... 01 fora<.! rnarrt.1&" and to stop the custom of 

iorced ma"",g~ In "'IILlge S.~"",1 ""bal Swal 

• There ~ a <Ii .... need for an aWare""56 ("ampl1gn to educale thI." 0laS!ie 

an<l strictly 'mpleml'nt the I'XlShng laws to discoulO1ge these C\istomary 

practices. whICh h; .... e earnrd a bad name for thI." society, 

• Heigh ten "warenes5 of the ('l(lSlcnce o( forced mamage, and of the 

IS5UI5 surrounding II 

• Increase uooersl<lndmg of what ronshtules forced marriage. 

• Provide pTa("l ic .. 1 mfoJ'011lhon on w""l 10 do if you or someone you 

know (be ,t coUeague. partne1" or fnend) IS fearful of hemg made to 

marry "8.111\'51 theIr .. ,II or MS alre .. dy been rOIttd mlo mamage 
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• Sdulh Ardl>I.'·~ hlgho. .... 1 ...,lIgmu!> author.ty banned llor pract~ of 

!orong "-omen 10 mall) agamSI the ... wdJ, 50 Paktstaru relIgious 

.lUthonlv .11.,.-, haw t() oonne..l tlus custom of fon:ed marriages Local 

religious I.,.J~ too need 10 be ~ncouraged and educated to voice 

.. gamsl th.'5t' vanou_~ practict'S_ 

• The ro~m of both th~ spouses should stnclly be followed durmg the 

!\llah. 

• ThIS issue Ilt'ed a thorough field resean:h for months if 001 for yeaI'!;, 

focusing on all dHnen.~'ons and t"pes of fo~ marn.Jges. 

• Thl' g3nl:~ m,-olvnl III force marna"I'S hke walwar need to be 

.dentified 

• The e)'lSlmg legal s~'slem need 10 be replaced With llor laws In effect U"I 

the settled ar .. a of Swat 

• Stricl t'Ilforeement. ngorous Imprisonment and fines should be 

unposed 01' all partnoml oflhe fo~ marnages. 

• Marnages undl'r IS ye.us should be declared illegal and the 

gon'Tnrn<'fl1 ~houlJ mfom' ~Irid laws 10 stop child marriage_ 

• Thl're'$ a d,re nenI 10 .dentil}' and inlervl('wed the ".CtIms if possible. 

IIIIS will help in und~taadln! the '<Uffenng tho.>y f;JoCe and will also 

help in gl·tllng first hand mformati(m's about III(' routes of !o~ 

marnag1'5 

• The gO\l'rnment nt...-ds 10 launch a very comprel>ensri·e campaign 

agamsl forCL'<.I mama£1'S e5J1enally agaUlsl Walwar, Swarah. Badal, 

child " .... magl' through dectl"OlUL anoJ prml mt(ha by organizing 

semmars, meetings. Jugas and ,hstnbulion of literatures at the local 

level 

• '\'GO's and others CIVt! 5C.lOCIy orgaruzahons can playa vital role in 

organiting awalt'IlC$S and campalgl\'5 and restricting the mO\'ement of 

!oreed mamages 

• llo ... elil'r the most Important remedIal measure is eradication of 

poverty Mause ,t L~ lhe m.lln problem of tho! area 
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GLOSSARY 

AShllr, gubal: To co-operate each other In harvesting, threshing, Cutting 

grM5lng. 

Ashergani : ~ per500S dIosenor demanded t~ Mhar. 

Badal :Revenge 

Bad,,. Wad. : EJlchange Marriage 

Bethak: Guest Room 

Burq" ; Veil used by women for seclu510n 

Cham: Ward 

Dastarkhwan: Dinning MIte 

Dlnnl Taieem: Religious education 

Des' : Local, native 

Oil wenl reshtad;u: Blood re!atves 

Oa ',lrey rishtilldar: DlSumt Kln'5 

DOl trOT and mama awall Lor marrIage: Cross COusin milrrntge 



• Da khenev ura wada: Sororate maniage 

• Duman" Dancers 

• Gabln: Honey 

• Gawanddob: Rights 0' I1f!I9hlxrs 

• Gawandian : Neoghbors 

• Gham: Sorrow 

• Ghairat: lienor 

• Hujra: Man's House 

• 1lrga; Council 0' village elders and respecUlble 

• Jumat : Mosque 

• Jwar: MaIze 

• lanj: Marriage Party 

Kwezhdan: 13etl'(ltnal 

• Khaudi: Happiness 

• Ka laY/ Kalweghe: Villager and :heir relationship 

• Kor: House/family 

• Khanadan: Sub-dan 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Khel : Oan 

Kach .. : Mod/squatter settlement 

Khpaltl ke wad.~ Kin marriage 

Khpal : Own riNoUves 

Khwakhe: Mother In law 

Khpal, khpal we IOWO pnodey pradey we: Mean that oor own reiatlVf!S 

Clnnot abuse the blood of their own. 

• Lallillin : Candle 

• levillr: Husband'S YOUI'"Igef br'ottleI' 

• levar silra wada: To marry wit'! husband's brother 

Lor. Daughter 

• Malgar!: Friends 

Mallma5tia; t'IOSpltality 

• MaUk: Chlefl Head man 

• Mlkh Katal : un-veiling 

Masher; Elder 

Madrasa : ReLigious school 

• Mukhor: Wild mountains sheep 



• HoqbalCll ; Gl"8\1eyard 

Mal: DomesUClIted Anlmilis 

• Mateua: When gin elopes with her rlance befoll! marriage 

Hataloona: Proverbs 

MingolCll: City ot Swat 

• Mama-zuwai / lor and tror-zuwai/lor: Plltnlmeal matrilateral cross 

~'M 

• Nikah : Wedlodr: 

• Nikah khawn: The person who redte wedlock 

• Neewaka: Uterally to ClItch or 'Iy dalrn 

• NCP: Non custom pIIld 

• Nezdey rllhtadar: Oose kin's 

• Palghaur: taunt 

• Pakool: Woolen cap 

• Pukhtoon: The Pathans 

• Pukka: Melted or Cemented 

• PilI$htunwali: Pukhtoons code of life 

• Pa prado ke wada: Non kin marriage'S 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

p", prado ke wad.: Kin exogarry 

Pn,dey: Non kin's 

Qamiz : Sh.rt 

Qabllr: GnlVl!! 

RukhsaU : When the Bride Is handed over to rell1tives of Groom 

Rlwaj : Custom lind customary law In PashlO 

Shad ... : Ught Blillnket 

Swuah : The party who had done the wrong gives a girl In mllmllgl!! to II 

mate member of the lIg9r1eved Party. 

• Shann: DIsgrace or defamation 

• Tavl':ez: Amulets 

Tha mashari hlsa : Greatet' share of property I.e. called 

• Traa : Father's brother 

• Tha tr,n zway/ tarbor: Fa ther'!; brother ctuldren 

• Traa-zuwai, tror-:ruwlIl/Lo.: Patrilineal mtltrlllteral parallel coosins 

• Wada: Marrillge 

• Willwar W .. da: snde prke marriage 



Wali: Ruler/ King 

• Worejay: Rice 
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