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Chapter-) 

1.0 Introdu ction 

After the independence in 1947, Pakistan emerged as a democratic nascent state 

where many chances of education, socia l changes, and economic freedom were possible. 

With the passage of time, the middle and the lower classes struggled hard for their 

amelioration and progress in the secior of education and economy. By virtue of education 

and awareness, the few members o f middle class of society became socially independent 

and they rendered their services fo r the country through civil services which opened new 

:,lVcnues for their progress. These pra!,rmatic steps caused major changes in the power 

structure. 

This document is about the gradual change in local power structure of a vi llage ill 

Pili/jab as the newly educated generation has balanced the power stnlclure of the vil lage. 

The document highlights the minimum social status enjoyed by the landownt:rs of J. n lral 

selting as a result of changes in the power strucnlre~ moreover it provides a detai led 

description a f simple to complex power strucnlre of the village, 

The major issues that have been focused in [he study arc by virnlc of immense 

mvnershi p of land and human reso urces by the landowners who were powerful enough 

not onl y to influence the distribution of water. fertilizer. tractor pemlits and agricultural 

credits but exercised a considerable influence over the revenue , police and j udicial 

administration of the area. 

Major sectors of education, economy and migration have been studied to measu re 

the <.:hange in the village Haffar, The stud y clearly elaborates the educational level of the 



village people and economic changes in the vHlage, while ownership of land and types of 

lands has been described . The profess ions o f tile vi llagers, new sett lements of the 

Immigrant families, settlement of the families of the tishellllen and tyPt!s of lalld 

exchanges have bee~ elaborated with the he lp ()f the case studies. 

The research exploration in the area represents the changing process of power 

strucnlre, the social status of the landlords (Alaliks) of tile village that has been affected to 

a large extent. [t gives the detailed description about the aftects of new local governments 

and arbitrary organizations on the authoritarian attitude of the MaLiks ill the village. It 

also discusses the social stanIS of the lvfaliks :It the festivals and at the occasions of 

money and gift exchanges in the village . 

Thesis has am ple in fonnation about the intennaniages among the vil lagers , 

especia lly the marriages among the !14a/iks and other [ower castes and keen and intimate 

relut ions nmollg the different castes groups of the village. especlUHy among the Ma/iks 

nnn other castes groups. 

1.1 Power 

The capability to con Leol people may be either positive or negative by having 

power either to influence a person to do something or to prevent another from doing 

something. Power implies control over both the material and culnlml resources. It need 

not be coercive but authori tative. Furthcn110re, it need not be perceived by the effected 

person being an imposition. The techniques of establiShing power vary in different 

circumstances aeco rdi ng to the social position of an ind ividual or a group. 

Prior to the independence. the foreign rulers strengthened their reign lls ing the 

eminent peoples of different areas. The noble and feudal people of thr vi llage full y 



cooperated with the foreigners (sahib bohac/III's). For their allegiance and loya lty they 

were eventually ob liged by the rewards of immeasurab le lands (Jageers), The local 

fcudal provided combating manpower not only for the Bdtish forces but also for their 

overseas fighting needs during the world war 1st and 20
", 

Adulll's definition of power is based on the infl uence of power as the British 

gove111ment was manipulating the loca l landlords for their own interests. 

"The ability 0/ a persoll or social lIlli! !O influence the 'COl/dUCI alld 

decisioll-making 0/ (lNother {/trough the cOl/frol over ellergetic forms ill 

the latter 's envirollment ", 

(Adam) 

The feudal that were backing the British government were much stronger 

economically and sod ally hav ing a finn hold in their domai ns. The village l-/a{{Gr also 

has the same situa tion and was atlected politically by the power structure emerged with 

the b lessings o f the Brit ish government. The local landlords Moliks had an easy access to 

the locHI British off1cia ls to whom they supported at every occasion of net:d thus were 

having a 11ml hold on the lower poor clnsses and ed\Jcaliona ll y and socially lag-behind 

segment of the society. they manipulated the power according to thei r wishes and 

interests, 

Later o n some ufthe members of the vi llage slOod from the lower castes upon the 

strength of their know ledge and education and honest ambitions to secure their people 

wi thout any personal gains. The natives of the village aroused thei r own importance and 

gai ned U,e populur support by ignoring the feudal poli tical arena. Such aspi rants provided 

n sense of confidence, ho nor and dignity both fo r the lower castes and fo r the new comers 

LO the vill age while the emergence of a new political power was the setback for feudal 
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system. The situation provided a congenial opportunity for people of lower castes to 

solve their problems by entering into the power corridors through participating in the 

local govemm ent elections. 

1.2 Power structure 

After understanding the concept of power through investigating the power politics 

of the village Hattar-, there was left no ambiguity about the phenomenon of power in the 

village, while it was necessary to examine the power structure which was the dominant 

factor of the research study. 

The research study was to examme the mechanisms of interpersonal power 

relations which were primarily concemed with class and caste of the village Hattar which 

was located in the district Attock considered a border area between the provinces of 

Punjab and Khy ber Pakhtun Khawah. 

The structure usually refers to the mechanisms which ensure the continuity or 

conservation of some thing. Power structure of the village Hattar was a blend of power 

politics of both the provinces of KPK and Punjab. 

Bordering areas in which the inhabitants are 'influenced by, and sometimes share 

the values, ideas, customs and traditions of their counterparts across the boundary line ' 

(JViartinez paraphrased in Donnan and Wilson 1999: 5) were the l areas of accommodation 

and etlmic conflicts. District Attock including its village Hattar was not the cutting edge 

btlt it has important borderland features as it lies on the intemal provincial border 

between two of the major etlmic and linguistic groups of Pakistan and had been the buffer 

zone between Pukhtun and Punjabi culture. Attock District represents a borderland 

I [Martinez paraphrased in Donnan ,mel Wi lson 1999: 5]. 
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between KPK and Pllnjab however; it may be seen as a microcosm of what occurs 

throughou t no rthem Pakistan that shed light on critical as pects o f Pakistani culture and 

society. wlule the Pakistan might be viewed as a nation of ' border cultl1 res ', 

The power structure of the vi ll age Hattar has been changed because of new power 

structure created by the emergence o f local govemment. Changing power structure of 

v1l1age Hattar was also analyzed by seeing the educat ional and economic developments 

in the area. 

1.3 Ma liks as a n instru ment of power 

Since the independence, the upper caste Iv/aliks taken over the cOlllrol of the area 

anti attained prestigious position in the village HallaI' as the legacy of the British 

government and were considered the masters of fate. 

The power of l~mdlords of the vi llage HallaI' was curtailed to a large extent 

because of last two loca l government decttans in the decade of 200 J to 20! O. In both the 

elections, the .Va:ims of the area were elected 'rom the village HallaI' belonged to Malik 

f:tmily because their in tluenee in the area. while the elected councilors were from the 

lower caste groups. With the changing dynamICs. jV/aliks were the P8lt of power structure 

of vill age HauCir no't having absolute pol ilical autho rity, Accord ing to the respo ndents. 

the IlvIaliks aller the elections use their powers and autho rity according to thei r politi ca l 

stanIs in a very careful manner, 

In the last 4 to 5 decades, Maliks were the so le instrument of power in the vill age 

bu t wi th the development in education and socia -economic sectors. their power and 

authority has been cunuiled to some ex tenl. 
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1.4. Statement of tbe problem 

The object ive of the research study was to measure the determinants of change ill 

the phenumenon DC power structure and native modal of power under the cogni tive and 

nonnative dimelJsions. The concept of power in the vi\1age was studied through the 

imeraction with the people nnd other different resou rces. 

Wi th the initiati ves taken tor the development of education and economic 

Oppoltunilies. the power structure of the village was changed into a complex state thm 

has a complex mechanism of control. The political power was no more inherited but 

delegated by the govemment through the will o f the people. A new dimension of power 

has been observed and discussed whether the societies expand or evolve demographically 

and lechno~econom i cal1y and causes changes in the power structure. Owing to the same 

conditions in the village, there was an overall increase in power. but there was also a 

tendency of holding power by the ruling eli te and groups. Due to the changing dimension. 

the power phenomenon in the viltage Hallar was in lransitioll. the people were free in 

their endeavors bu t an elected member from their village that was usually a Malik 

manipulates the power. 

The phenomenon of power dependency and independency has also been discussed 

to highlight the freedom of the people to act acco rding to their choice. and will. The 

people of the vi ll age Hattar were independent in getting their rights but they were also 

dependent on elected 11.tfaliks as their progress und success lies in cooperating with them. 

Another aspect of the society was observed that was symbolizing the soc ial status 

and honor of the power holders. The special presence of one of the j\t{aliks at the festivals 

of cock tighlmg, dog tight ing and ox race J.nd exchange of cash and kind had symbolic 
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importance portra ying the prestige and honor of Maliks who were enjoying a superior 

social status among the community people but it was keenly observed tbat the vi llage 

people wen:: Intended to li ve IIldependently without the imetferenct! and influence of 

/\I/a/iks. 

1.5 Objectives of the study 

The objectives for the research study were very carefi.Lll y and intelligently framed 

well befo re entering the loca le of study keeping in view the magnitude and scope of the 

research topic and dynamics o f the research study to be undertaken in an alien society. 

Accordingly, the objecti ves ofthc rest:arch study were des igned to foclis the study 

with.in the specific limitaions to meet the inevitable requirements and keep the research 

work within the prescribed boundmies: 

!. To determ ine the change In educati onal status, economic condition and 

migration ration in the village; 

, To asseSs the socia l status of Nraliks (feudal) in changing power structure: 

3. To examine the mutual relations between upper and lower castes; 

4. To explore the acceptance of new power struc ture of village. 

1.6 Locale of study 

District ,./(((Jck was one o Cthe largest di stri cts of the Punjab locmed in the north of 

Punjab, the vi llage Natlar was the purt of the district. It is 12 kilometers away from 

TaniO/ and 50 kilometers away from its distri ct city Auock Grand Trunk Road passes in 

tront of the village which links the big cities and provides the natives of the village basic 

communication sys tem. 
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1.7 Review of literature 

The review ()f literature IS the thorough consu ltation o f literary works to 

uoders tands the in-depth realities of a specific subject as it help a persoll take a closer 

look at the different facets of life and related aspects of the 'society. fn many ways , it call 

change one's perspective and provide a clear picture of the aspects under investigation. 

The works undertaken by the renowned scholars give the readers an insight into the 

historical facts to detenuine the future of his ideas. 

As stated by C.S. Lewis: 

"Lireralllre I/O! Dilly describes reality bill a/so adds 10 il. Yes, lilerawre is 

1/01 mere(v 1I, depiction of reality; it is ratlter a vullle-addifioll. LiterQ/ :V 

works are porrraya/s of the thinking pauems alld social norms prevo/elll 

ill society, They are a depiction of the dijferent facets of comlllOIl mall S 

li/e, Classical literary works serve as a food for thol/ght and a tOllic for 

imagination Cllld creativilY. Exposing GIl individual lO good literw:v Ivor/\$, 

is equivalellt to providing himlher with the [inest of educatiollal 

opporlllllities, 011 ' he other hand, the lack of exposure 10 classic literal]l 

works is equa/to depriving (In individLlal from an opportunity to grow as 

all individual ", 

(e.s. Lewis) 

The Tesearcher consulted a vast range of literature relating to the top ic of research, 

many of the books, Joumals, Newspapers. Magazines and Booklets were thoroughly read 

[0 understand the view point of social and anthropology scholars to make the study 

authentic. vibrant and non-controvers ial. The concept of rural power structure was deeply 
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studied for having the insight of the factors that initiated the basic norms of rural power 

structure in the Punjab and generally in the rural settings. 

Power2 is imminent in human affairs; by definition, human beings are political 

animals. Power in this sense cannot be reduced to a single social or political instance by 

either external or internal criteria. Whether or not the social grouping under scrutiny is 

collectively aggregated by conditions of gender, age, kinship, class, or hierarchy, power 

is present. In the most basic sense, power is what the political scientist Harold Lasswell 

defined as political: 

Power is taken as an explanation of many different types of event and 

phenomenon, ranging from the power of a political to that of a Shaman or Manna. 

According to Adam3
: 

"The ability of a person or social unit to influence the conduct and 

decision-making of another through the control over energetic forms in 

the latter's environment ". 

( Adam: 1977) 

Weber 40n the other hand had defined power as: 

"The probability that one actor within a social relationship will be in a 

position to carry out his will despite resistance regardless of the basis on 

which this probability rests" 

(Weber: 1948) 

2 P.5.Anthropological Approaches to Political Behavior ,Frank McGlynn and Arthur Tuden Editors 
Uni vers ity of Pittsburgh Press in cooperation with Ethnology 
) Macmillan Dictionary of Anthropology by C HARLOTIE SEYMOUR SM ITH, Page # 229 
·1 Mac ll1illan Dictionary of Anthropology by CHARLOTIE SEYMOUR SM ITH , Page #, 230 
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Change in power structure is a progress and a sign of development, while there is 

a difference between dependent and independent power; independent power is a quality 

ascribed to people or social groups which manifests itself not only by its practical effects 

but also in certain special spiritual or ceremonial signs. The independent power is the 

asset of an individual' s inherited or acquired capabilities, and in every society there are 

rules and codes for measuring the individual's power and its degree. Anyhow, the 

Pakistani society is in a transitional phase involving democratic change at local level. 

As defined by Galanter: 

"One of the most noted achievements of British rule in India was the 

formation of a unified national legal system. In all matters except personaL 

laws (laws relating to marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, and so 

on), uniform territorial rules were established (see Cohn 1989[1968J on 

the creation of "native law" in India). Attention to the individuaL and the 

enforcement of standards without reference to the group meant that the 

new court system might offer new avenues for mobility and advancement 

for both the powerfid elite and the village underclass. " 

(Galanter 1989 [1 968]:26) . 5 

According to Tufail Abbas, President of Pakistan Mazdoor Mahaaz, and Editor­

in-Chief of monthly Urdu journal Awami Manshoor: 

"This feudaL system has made the peopLe of Pakistan pathetic. ' , 

; Gender, power, and legal pluralism: Rajasthan. India. ERIN P.MOORE- University of Southern Cal ifornia. Page number, 530. . 
under head line of State courts . 
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Ayesha Siddiqa, an independent analyst and author of a book "Military 

Incorporation: Inside Pakistan's Military Economy", argued that there is no feudalism in 

Pakistan" 

An attempt has been made to understand the factors that brought change in the 

local power structure. The outsiders and new educated generation have balanced the 

power of village, the landlord now enjoy a minimum possible social status as compared 

to the past when they were the icons of power symble. They were the master of 

everything in the village before local government system and growth of literacy. Such 

absolute power could easily corrupt the social structure and causes imbalance in the 

society. 

The definition of po litical organization given by Evans Pritchard 6 and Fortes 

(1940) was: 

"Those structures or relationships which maintain or estabLish social 

order within a territorial framework, by the organized exercise or 

coercive authority through the use, or the possibility of the use of physical 

force" (p. xiv), does not isolate elements of poLiticaL systems comparable 

. to those defining types o/kinship systems. However, ,·viththis approach 

the authors advanced a tentative threefold classification. One type 

referred to societies which have centralized authority, administrative 

hierarchies, clearly defined judicial institutions, class structures, and 

territorial delineated political behavior. In essence, the administrative 

structure contains the political structure and thus possesses a 

"government" resembling states familiar to the European investigator. 

('P. II-12. Anthropo log ica l Approaches to Political Behavior .Frank McGlynn and Arthur Tuden Ed itors 
Univers ity of Pittsburgh Press in cooperation with Ethnology 
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The second category of political structures lacks centralized authority, 

administrative machinery or courts with power to hand down judgments, 

or, as it was phrased, "is a stateless society." In these societies, the 

lineages ser'rle as the framework of the political unit so that political 

behavior is inextricably linked with and encompassed by the kinship 

system. A third group, unfortunately only briefly discussed and not 

ethnologically represented in African Political Systems, depicts the 

extremely small societies in which the political unit embraces a group of 

people aLL united by kinship bonds, such as a band or roving extended 

family on the order of Bushmen, Andamese, and Pygmy groups; " 

(Evans Pritchard and Fortes) 

Michel Foucaule and postmodernism reflects the ongoing loss of state authority 

to both sub-national and global organizations . Foucault distinguishes between central 

'regulated and legitimate fonns of power' and capillary , power at the 'extremities' 

(1980:96) , which perhaps refracts somewhat differently Blau and Scott's (1963) older 

distinction between a 'fonnal' organization and ' infonnal ' relationship underpinning its 

operation. People's action, connoting revolt from below against the bureaucratization of 

power, and anti-judicial 'popular justice' are positively recommended by Foucault 

(1980:29.34-5) to counter bureaucratized judicial power. 

Foucault (1980:90) advocates an 'ascending' analysis of power focusing on its 

' teclmiques and tactics of domination ' (1080: 1 02) - which initially seem to contradict any 

bottom-up analysis. 

7 Michel Foucault and postmodemism, 1980: 102 
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"Power in the substantive sense, 'Ie' pouvoir, doesn't exist .... .power 

means ..... a more-or-less organized, hierarchical, co-coordinated cluster 

of relations' (1980:88), despite the fact tat it 'is never localized here or 

there, never in anybody's hands, never appropriated as a commodity' 

(1980: 98), never alienable or transferable. " 

(Foucault) 

Foucault rejects what he calls the juridical/liberal/economic view of power 

as: 

"that concrete power which every individual holds, and whose partial or 

total cession enables political power of sovereignty to be established' 

(1980:88). Yet he sometimes reifies power as beyond individual or even 

collective control: 'the impression that power weakens and 

vacillates ... is ... mistaken; power can retreat .... reorganize its forces, 

invest itself elsewhere. " 

(Foucault; 1980:93) 

Review of Simmel8 Power conceals an interaction: an exchange .. . transfOlms the 

pure one-sidedness of super ordination and subordination into a sociological fonn. How a 

power holder is limited in the exercise of power? Can power have complete control? 

"The power-holder can exercise power only over people with whom she 

has a relationship. She can exercise power only within the sphere of 

action of the relationship-for example, within the student-professor 

relationship, the professor can exercise power only 'vvithin the academic 

sphere, but couldn't dictate who students should date or what they should 

~ Review of Simmel. Elaboration o f tlle definition of power. 
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buy. The subordinated has olher obligations, e.g. tile. struggle between 

work and Jamily-demands oj work offset dema llds 0/ fhe fa mily, and the 

boss C(/ II ollly (ecll1lfcal/y exercise power ill fhe office, but ojJit:t1. fimc: 

I'educes home rime and so lite troublesome intersection oj the two, The 

subordinated mt/st have the capacity to execlIte the power-holder's 

command otlierwise tile e.'Cercise o/polver is limited. " 

(S immel) 

Benjamin Disraeli said: 

'" am fheir leader, therefore I mllst follow them ". 

Leaders must have an understanding of their fo llowers-they cannot command 

what their follo\vers cannol do. 

The scope of control of the power-holder is limited because they can't cover 

every aspect of life, sphere of action. and can 't control/observe everything (no te the 

failures of the USSR. Nazi Gel1nany. and lnlq) . 

The sttldy ot~ everyday resistance in Malaysia. spheres of politics in Micronesia. 

local-level power in Ni~aragua require a conceptualizat ion of the notion of power. They 

reveal that power belongs not only to the chiefs or to the state but also inheres in the 

general populace and the individual. 

The factors are seldom very effective in bringing about the structural changes that 

would provide fonna l power to such people. But neither are they trivial. In their sum total 

they can make a real di fference. 
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As James Scott9 (1985: 36) argued: 

"Just as millions of entozoan polyps create, willy-nilly, a coral reef. so do 

thousands upon thousands of individual acts of insubordination and 

evasion create a political or economic barrier reef of their own. " 

(J ames Scott) 

Here colonial power structure is discussed to understand the local 

power structure influenced by the colonial power system. As Talal Asad lo 

defined: 

'The colonial power structure made the object of anthropological study 

accessible and safe-because of it sustained physical proximity between the 

observing European and the living non-European became a practical 

possibility . .. 

(Talal Asad) 

It made possible the kind of human intimacy on which anthropological fieldwork 

is based, but ensure~ that that intimacy should be one-sided and provisional. It is worth 

noting that virtually no European anthropologist has won over personally to the 

subordinated culture he shldied; although countless non-Europeans came to the West to 

study its culture influenced by its values and assumptions. 

The mechanisms of political leadership emerge from culhlral, economlC and 

sociological contexts. In Pakistan, there are clear parallels til the nature of political 

'J P.119. The Power orthe People.POLITICAL ANTHROPOLOGY, AN fNTRO DUCTION SECOND EDITION 
TED C. LEWELLEN BERGIN & GARVEY Westport. Connecticut Londo n. 

10 Anth ropo logy And The Colonia l Encounter. Edited By Talal Asad, Ithaca Press. 
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leadership across the northern provinces of NWFP and Punjab. Systems of arbitration, 

alliance creation, maintenance, and other types of human resource networking are the 

striking patterns of similarity between the two regions. 

Eglar 11 [1 960] discusses relationships of power and hierarchy in Punjabi villages 

as the background to reciprocal gift relations within kin groups. Zamindars, or landlords, 

she says, fulfill a number of social roles: 

• FOTIn 'a link between the people and the government' 

• Ensure that in 'times of distress ' the village gets government loans 

• Ensure that the village takes part in any public benefits on offer 

• Use their influence on behalf of vi llagers involved in court cases or otherwise in trouble 

• In cases of theft, elopement, or dispute in the village' call together the village council 

• In addition they should display generosity with food and money [Eglar 1960: 44-45].· 

In Swat, Bmih repOlis that the traditional wesh land redistribution system, 

prevented any single lineage from accumulating political power or dominance; however 

possession of land was one of the most critical prerequisites for establishing oneself as a 

bloc leader. Likewise in Punjab Eglar says that land is an important determinant in. the 

establishment of power (Eglar 1960: 45), while landlords may be generous with food , 

money and other consumables but not in case of of land. Land is the quasi-sacred origin 

of a lineage 's izzat. Eglar does not do not provided detailed infoTInation on the nature of 

asymmetrical relationships, nor does she provided any further explanation of how land is 

acquired beyond the fact that it may be purchased. She has very little to say about how 

II Power and Patronage in Paki stan 
byStephcn M. LyonB.Sc. (London ) 1993A thesis submitted fo r the degree ofDoctor of Philosophy in Social 
Anthropology UNIVERS ITY of KENT, CANTERBURYDr. Peter S. C. Parkes, Supervisor PebrualY 2002 
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zamindars maintain their networks of contacts in order to be in a position to influence 

affairs on behalf of the villagers. 

Eglar provides a more elaborate description of caste relations in Punjabi villages, 

like Ahmad (1977), who did research a decade later, Eglar identified the primary caste 

division between zamindar and the farmer or kammi, service/occupational caste. Ahmad 

classifies the important castes as cultivator and non-cultivator (though he quickly rejects 

caste as a useful analytical basis and examines them rather as classes). Eglar's zamindar, 

however, is not simply a cultivator. She states categorically that ' the mere fact of owning 

land does not make a zamindar of a kammi' [1960: 28]; nor, it would seem, does the fact 

of owning and cultivating land since arain (a gardener caste found in large numbers in 

the mral parts of Punjab) caste members, who cultivate vegetables on land they own are 

also denying the zamindar status [1960: 32]. Zamindars are the landowning managerial 

caste; but unlike Ahmad, Eglar makes no attempt to analyse this relationship as one of 

class. She desclibes the zamindar and kammi castes as intimately linked through a 

relationship known as a seyp. Seyp is, in all practical respects, simply another word for 

the Indian jajmani relationship [cf. Wiser 1958; Beidelman 1959]. It is a long tenn 

relationship of asymmetrical reciprocity between families. The zamindar families provide 

food, money and favors in exchange in exchange of kammi services and labor. The 

relationship between the landowners and non-landowners provides stability and security 

for the society. 

A major contribution in this direction was Edmund Leach Political System of 

Highland Burma l2 (1954), which signaled the shift to a more process-oriented, more 

12 P " k" ower and Patronage III Pa Istan 
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dynamic fonn of analysis. In the Kachin Hills area of Burma, Leach found three different 

political systems: a virtually anarchic traditional system, an unstable and intennediate 

system, and a small-scale centralized state system. The traditional system and the state 

were more or less distinct communities made up of many linguistic, cultural , and political 

subgroups, all somehow forming an inten"elated whole. This whole could not be supposed 

to be in equilibrium; there was constant tension and change within and between the 

various subsystems. To make sense out of all this , Leach felt it necessary to force these 

facts within the constraining mold of the ideas , composed of concepts which are treated 

as zfthey are part of an equilibrium system" ( Leach 1954: ix). 

1.8 Research methodology 

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, the word research is 

derived from the Middle French "recherche", which means "to go about seeking"; the 

term itself being derived from the Old French term "recerchier" a compound word from 

"re-" + "cerchier" , or "sercher" , meaning 'search'. The earliest recorded use of the term 

was in 1577. 

A broad definition of research has been given by Martin Shuttle worth: 

"In the broadest sense of the word, the definition of research includes any 

gathering of data, information and facts for the advancement of 

knowledge. " , 

(Martin Shuttle worth) 

byStephen M. LyonB.Sc. (London) 1993A thesis submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Social 
Anthropology UNIVERSITY of KENT, CANTERBURYDr. Peter S. C. Parkes, Supervisor February 2002 
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Another definitron ofresearch given by Creswt!ll: 

"Research is a process a/steps IIsed to collect and (I1w/y;:e it~formL7lioll /0 

increase 0111' ullderslallding o/a topic or issue", It consists o/three steps: 

Pose a question. collect dara (0 answ{fl' the questioll, olld present an 

answer (0 the question. 

(Creswell) 

The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary defines research In more detail 

as: 

"rl stlldious inqllily or examillatiol1: especia/~v investigation or 

e..,perimencatioll aimed a! the disco\le/~v alld illtelpreraliolt of facts. 

revision oj accepted theories or laws ill the light o/llew facts, or practical 

application of sllch lIew 01' revised theories or laws". 

(Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary) 

The methods of research generally represent the overall process; however they 

should be viewed as an ever-changing process rD.[her than a rixed set of steps. Most 

researches begin with a general statement of the problem. or rather, the purpose for 

engaging in the study. The li terature review identifies flaws or holes in previous research 

which provides justiti c<'l tion for the study. The puqJOse of the research identifies a 

specific hypothesis. The researcher(s) collects dam to test the hypothesis. The 

researcher(s) then analY-.les and interprets the data via a v81iely of statistical methods. 

engaging in what is known as Empirica l research. The rt:sults of the data analysis in 
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connnning or fai'ling to reject the Null hypothesis are then reported and evaluated. At the 

end the researcher may discuss avenues for further research. 

The research can be detined as the search for knowledge, or as any systematic 

investigation, with an open mind, to estab lish novel filets, solve new or existing 

problems, prove new ideas, or develop new theories. The pnmary purposes of basic 

research (as opposed to applied research) are documentation. discovery, in terpretation, or 

the research and development of methods and sys tems for the advancement of hum;;10 

knowledge. Approaches to research depend on epistemologies, which vary considerahly 

both within and between humanities and sciences. 

A research in the humanities involves difterent methods such us for example 

hermeneutics and semiotics , and a different. more relativist epistemology. Humanities 

, 
scholars llsually do not search for the ultimate correct answer (0 a question, but instead 

explore the issues and detaHs that sUITound it. Context is always tmporwnt. and context 

can be social, historical, political. cu ltural or ethnic. An example of research in the 

humanities is historical research. which is embodied in historica l method. Historians use 

primary sources and other evidence to systematically in .... estigate a topic, and then to write 

histories 'in tht [ann of accounts of the past. According to Michael A.Agar: 

"We /leed a powelflll mode of argllmel/(CIlion. a mode lIUlI ellSlIres we call 

represent ollr represenlaliollS ill a credible ways. III sllch worlds. a 

sysrematic argumellt ell joys (I star-spangled legilimacy. We need a way to 

argile what ~ve kllow based nil lite process by which ILie came /0 /...71011' 
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i( .. not as rltc only possible representatioll ... bill as an essentiaL lever (0 (IJI 

and move the \Vorld ". 

(Michael A. Agar(\996:\3) 

The special heed was paid on the primary and secondary data collection methods; 

the primary data was the resul t of the researcher's individual efforts whereas secondary 

data was found at di fferent places and in di fferent t0n11S. 

The following methodologies were app lied by the researcher during the research 

work in the village HallaI' to the collection of quantitative and qualitative data needed fbr 

the accomplishment of the research: 

1.8.1 Rapport bui lding 

The rapport building is the establishment and maintenance of a rapport between 

the collector and the source. Rapport is a condition established by the investigator that is 

characteri zed by the 'source of confidence of the collector and willingness of the provider 

to cooperate with him. This does not necessarily equate to a friend ly atmosphere but it 

means thilt il relationship is established and maintained that facilitates the col lect ion of 

mfonnation by the researcher. The researcher may establish a relationship as superior, 

equaL or even infeJior to the source. The relationship may be based on friendship. munlal 

gain, or even fear. 

Ifhe does introduce himse lt~ nonnally he will adopt a dULY position and rank 

supportive of the approach strategy selected during the planning and preparation phase. 

The II1vestigator must select a rank and duty position that is believable based on hi s age. 

appearance. and experience. 
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The method of report building was applied by the researcher on entering the 

locale of study as it was an important element of anthropological and ethnographical 

I't:sc:un:h based on the knowledge about the social environment, life pattern of the people, 

creed and caste system, livelihood pattern, socio-economio conditions unci the political 

power structure of the area, 

Though the establishment of friendly relations was a difficult task in Ihe initia l 

stage. but that was done with the he lp of a known couple o f the vi llage that was from the 

Rajput caste group. an educated and influential couple of the vi l1age. 

1.2 Participant observation 

The Participant observation is .1 stnLctured type of research strategy widely used 

methodology ill l11an y disciplines , part icularly, cultural anthropology, but also sociology, 

communication snLdies, and social psychology. Its aim is to ga in a c lose and in timate 

tumiliariry with a given group of individuals (such as a religious, occupational. or sub 

cultural group, or a particular community) and their practices through an intensive 

involvement with people in their natural environment, usually over an ex tended period of 

time. The method originated in ~ield work of social anthropologists investigating the 

research objectives throughout the world. 

In anthropology, participant-observat ion is organized tu produce a nOIl­

controversial data. A key princip le of the method is that one may not merely observe. but 

must find a ro le within the group observed to participate in some manner, even as outside 

observer. Overt participant-observation, therefore. is limited to contexts where the 

community under study understands and permits it Critics of overt particip<lllt 
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observation aq;,rue that study IS subsequently res triL:ted to the public fronts socially 

constmcted by actors. 

The participant observation in rapid-assessment situations usually means going in 

and getting on wi th the job of Collccling datn wi thout first spending a lot of time 

developing rapport. 111lS often means going into a field sinmtion anned with a lisl of 

questions that need "to be answered and u checklist of data that needs to be collected. 

Although this shortened field-work limits the kind and amount of infonnation that can be 

co llected. a researcher's effectiveness can be lncreased by entering the fi eld situation 

already partially fami liar with the culture and community. This can be achieved by 

reading any available literature on the community, talking with researchers who have 

done work there in the past, and checking historical and vital records to gather 

preliminary histories. 

An extension of parti cipant observation is direct-reactive obscrvatio!l. This is il 

technique where the researcher is directly involved in observing the behavior of 

communi ty members while actively taking measurements or notes, as well as frequent ly 

asking their reactions to what he or she thinks has been observed. It is an intrusive fonn 

or obtaining data but is ex.tremely useful fo r gathering specific data, p!u1icularly when the 

data is needed rapidly, It has been used with great success in gathering exact info!1nation 

On work efficiency and effort, production levels, food intakes, teacher-pupil interactions, 

and police-cIvilian contact, to name a few examples. It should therefore also be a 

productive means of quickly leaming what the members of small-scale tishing 

communities think about various management practices and policies that are being 



contemplated. Generally speaking, this is an intensive and difficult form of datn 

collection that requires constant interaction between the researcher and the people being 

observed. and consequently places stress on all parties In vo lved. It works lTIos t effectivel y 

when researchers have had enollgh previolls interaction with the participants that their 

presence wil! not unduly distract or discomfort them. 

The main anthropological technique which also distinguishes anthropology from 

other di scipiines is , participant observation that was used by the researcher for his 

research. The researcher participated in the daily activities, used local language that was a 

blend of Hilldko and Siraild languages while ta lking to the local people, used local dress 

during the stay in the vi llage Hattar. 

The efforts made by the researcher facilitated him to adj ust in an alien atmosphere 

to carry out his research initiatives wi th peace of mind and with the collective support of 

the local people who were friendl y and cooperative. 

1.3 Key [nfo,"mnnt 

When a questionnaire survey IS being condLlcted, the informants are chosen 

randomly. This ensures that differences 111 Opll110n and behavior that occur in a 

community are represented in the data. However, when researchers are trying to co'lI cC( 

specific and detailed kinds of data. they may rely on "key informants." Compared with 

questionnaires or surveys, which muy entail a large sample of infonnants, a researcher'S 

key intonnants may consist of only a very small sample of community members, but 

otherwise one which is explored in greater depth. 1n order for thi s to be an effective field 

I1l.ethod. key infonnants must be reliable and must be asked abollt things they are likely to 



know about. Several key infonmmts should also be worked with , s ince generall y 

speaking no one infolmant can provide information aholll all the nuances of whatever 

phenomenon the researcher is interested in. Ide-..lIy, key infonllunts should reptesent 

different walks of life in o rder to ensure the researcher obtains the broadest perspective 

possible. but their greatest importance remains in providing in-depth understanding of a 

particular phenomenon. In other words. key infonnants are usuall y selected more on the 

basis of their competence and the specitic infonnalion they have, rather lhan 011 how 

representalive of the community they are. 

The key-infonnant interviewing IS an important part of field research. Good 

infonnants are people whom the researcher can talk easi ly with. who understand the kind 

of information needed, and who will !,rive it to the researcher or know where to get it. 

This kll1d of Itltervlewing IS used to its best advantage when closely integrated with 

parti cipant observat iol) It IS also pm1icularly useful for gathering intonnation about 

cultttra! pr:Jc.:ti~cs .md behaviors that have become extinct or that have radically changed 

over lime, 011 the other hand" it is imponant that researchers not choose their key 

infoll11ants too quickly. choosing them, for example. soon ufter entcling the ~ield . Often 

the fi rst individuals who approach a researcher may be "marginal nu ti ves." that is. people 

who are somehow outcast o r not full y ,lccepted in the community. These may try 10 

Improve their sta1us and importance by ingratiating themselves to the researchers, 

especially to researchers who uppear to have connections with govemment. 

Unfortunately, ill their attempt to curry the favor of res~archers. they can provide 

inaccurate or false l11fonnation. and mainstream community members may be reluctanl to 

work with rese;)rchers who have associated themselves wit'h the community's marginal 
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natives. The identification and selection of good key infomul11ls in a community can 

therefore take some time to accomplish, and is better left until the reseurcher has become 

familiar with the community and culture that is being studied. 

The techn ique of key informant was used by the researcher and key infonmmts 

were selected fl'0111 among the community who remained helpful during the entire spell of 

research. The old key infomlant Rajpllt old man and woman guided the researcher to 

differen t areas and introduced him to the unknown people who were later interviewed tor 

having their views on the subject. 

1.4 Socio~cconomic census survcy fo rms 

The researcher's through socio economic census survey done more than just 

COlUlting the people. They typica ll y co ll ect infonnatiol1 about families or households in 

addition to individual characteristics such as age, sex. marital status, literacy/education. 

employment status, and occupation, and geo!;,rraphical locnt ion. They also collected data 

on migration (or place of birth or of previous residence), language, rel igion. nationality 

(or ethnicity or race). and citizensh ip. 

T his basic method can also be applied to subpopu latians. fa r exumple. the 

population size of ethnic groups or nationalities within a given society or country is 

subject to the same sources of change. However, when dealing with ethni c groups, "net 

migration" might have to be subdivided into physica l migration and ethnic re­

identification (assimilation). Individuals who change their ethnic selt:label or ethnic 

classification may be thought of as migrating or moving from one population subcategory 

to another. 
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Being a key method of research, the socia-economic census survey was auopted 

by the researcher for gathering basic infonnation about the people, their living pattern. 

their political ptrceptions, their reservations about the local power structure and the 

development initiatives in education and socia-economic sectors that motivated them to 

participate in the political acti vi ties fo r becoming the part of local government to solve 

their problems without begging before the Maliks und other political leaders 

To start with .the activity, the researcher filled 120 socio-economic and census 

survey fonns which were carefully designed by adding extensive columns tor getting 

more and more infonnution. The resea rcher's fonnulated socio-economic census survey 

fanns contained the columns about the population, ethnic groups, sex, education, 

property, marriage, ,and social occupation etc. The infonnation gathered through the 

socio-census survey enab led the researcher to gear up his nU1her research as it proved its 

wonh as a moving engine. 

1.5 Interview 

The method of interview focuses on tilt: communi ty interaction through [unguuge. 

it llsually entails many open ended interviews with participants who are members of a 

group being studied. The researcher strives to learn as much as they can about the history 

of the community as welt as individuil ls in order to gai n a full understanding of how their 

culture functions. Interviews can take place individually or with focus groups wi thin the 

community based on uge, status, gender. and other factors that contribute to di fferences 

within the communi ty. 

Often. this type of research strives to c.reate an open dialogue, or dialectic, in 

. 
which infonnation Ro ws back and forth between researcher and subject. This dialectic 

poses a challenge to the objectivity of socially produced data. The challenge is dealt wi th 
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through reflect ion on inter- subjecti ve creation of meaning, leading anthropo logists to 

value reflexivity in their ethnographic writing. Because many ~l11thropologis ts also hope 

to help the communities they work with to make change 00 their own tcrms in 

accordance within their culture, in some cases objectivity is abandoned In favor of 

community based activism and social change. 

Questionnaires may cause answers which lack background info rmation or 

descript ion. By creating multiple choice answers. subjects are limited to a small selection 

of responses. They cmmot elaborate or explain their answers. Though questionnaires do 

generate quick. easy. and cheap responses, often of a large group of subjects, there is the 

risk that answers will lack depth or full truth. 

Por the purpose of collecting first hand infolmation about the study topic. the 

researcher conducted 43 formal and infonnal interviews with the participants both the 

landowners and landless including tenunts with the help of a questioners fonnulated 

beforehand keepi ng in view the objective of the study. The questions were open ended 

and easy to answer both by the literate and illiterate respondents. The information which 

was (IcculTIulated through the method has been elaborated in the chapters 3 and 4. 

1.6 Interview gu ide 

The interview guide was a loosely structured schedule, a list of topics to floated 

among the interviewees with a series of sequence about the socio-economic life, 

educa tion, authority pattern and changes erupted due to education, political awareness 

ant.! media exposure in the village [-[aliaI'. 
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1.7 Sampling 

In statistics and survey methodology, sampling is concemed with the selection of 

(} subset of individuals from within a population to estimate characteristics of the whole 

populmion. 

Researchers rarely survey the entire population bec~use the cost of a census is too 

high. The three main advantages of sampling are that the cost is lower. data co llection is 

fasterJ and since the data set is smaller it is possible to ensure homogeneity and to 

improve the accuracy and quality of the data. 

Each observation measures one or more properties (such as weight, location, 

co lor) of observable bodies distinguished as independent objects or individuals . tn survey 

sampling, weights c~n be applied to the data to adjust for the sample design, particu larl y 

stratified sampling (blocking). Results frolll probability theory and statistical theory arc 

employed to .bruide practice. In business and medical research, sampling is widely used 

for gathering infotmation about a population. 

The statistical operat ions used fo r making inferences about populations (o f 

persons. events, or other units) require that samples must be drawn randomly from known 

populations. 

The researcher lIsed qtlora samplillg technique thu t was necessary for ascertaining 

important characteristics of the general research population abollt their, age, occupation, 

ethnic gro ups, incoll:e levels, number of years o f educmion. and so on. The sample from 
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the population was then selected to represent the general population of the vi llage. A 

detail of sampling taking is given below in tabloid form . 

Details of sampling 

Sr Castes/Zat & Old Young Children Sample 

#. Outsiders Males Fe-m Males Fe-m Males Fe- taking 

1 Maliks(Awans) 3 2 2 3 2 1 13 

2 Pottery maker 2 1 3 2 1 1 10 

3 Shoe maker 2 1 1 2 1 1 8 

4 Barber(Nai) 1 2 2 1 2 1 9 

5 Weaver,Julaha) 1 1 3 1 2 1 9 

6 Cooks 2 1 . 4 1 1 1 10 

7 Kashmiris. 3 2 4 2 3 1 15 

8 immigrants 1 2 1 1 2 1 8 

9 Fishermen 2 1 2 1 1 1 8 

All 17 13 22 14 15 9 90 

Through the Quota sampling, a sample size of 90 respondents was taken out of 

150 households who were made the part of socio-economic census survey. As the 

sample size was taken from among all the castes of the village Hattar being the 

representatives of the whole community. 

1.8 Case study 

The case study methodology is an intensive analysis of an individual unit (e.g. , a 

person, group, or event) stressing developmental factors in relation to context. The case 

study is common in social sciences and life sciences that may be descriptive or 

explanatory. The latter type is used to explore causation in order to find underlying 

principles, may be prospective (in which criteria are established and cases fitting the 
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criteria are included as they become avai lab le) or retrospective (in which criteria nre 

established for selecting cases from historical records for inclus ion in the snldy). 

Thomas offers the fo llowing definition of case stutly: 

"Case studies are analyses of perSO/lS, events, decisiolls, periods, 

projects, policies. institutions, or olh er systems Llwr ore ~'ludied 

holistically by One or more methods. The case that is the subjec{ of the 

inquiry will be (I I / instance of (I class of phenomena that provides (lIZ 

analYlical ji-ame - an object - lVithin which the s tudy is cOl/dl/cled and 

which rhe case iIIumillates and explicates. /1 

(Thomas) 

Rather than using samples and fo llowing a rigid protocol (strict set of niles) to 

examine limited number of variables. case study mct l'l\)ds involve an in-depth, 

longitudinal (over a long period o f time) examination of 3. single instance or event: a 

casco They provide a systematic way of looking at events, collecting data, anal yzing 

infOllll.:ttion, and repOlting the results. As a result the researcher may gain a sharpened 

understanding of why the instance happened as it did . and what might become important 

to look at more ex tensively in future research. Case studies lend themselves to both 

generati ng and testing hypotheses. 

The C:1SC study should be defined as a research strategy. an empirical inquiry that 

investigates a phenomenon within its real-life context. Case study research can mean 

single and multiple case studies. can include quantitat ive evidence, relies on multiple 
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sources of evidence, and benefits from the prio r development of theoretical propos itions. 

The case studies should not be confused with qualitative research und they can be based 

all any miX or quantitatIve and qualiuuive evidence. Single-subject research provjdes the 

statist ical t1'umcwork for making inferenl.:es from quantitati ve case-study dma. This is 

also supported and well - folmulated in (Lamnek, 2005): 

"The case stitdy is a resem'ch approach. sillfClled betweell COl/crete dc/to 

taking techniques and methodologicaL paradigms. " 

The case sludyis sometimes mistaken for .the case method , but both are not the same. 

The too l of case shldy for in-depth investigation of a single case of a given 

phenomena for the purpose of understanding it as full y as possible was app lied by the 

research ::md cond ucted 62 case studies. the se lective case studies have been made the 

f I I . . ' ..,1111 d ,cd I p<:lrt 0 t le t leslS given Ill.! an J t.: lapters. 

1.9 Questionnaires 

A questionnaire is :l research instrument consisting or a series of questions and other 

prompts for the purpose of gatherin g information from responden ts . the questionnai re are 

often designed for statistic;)1 analys is of the re-s ponses. It is worth mentioning that the 

pioneer of questionnaire methodo logy was Sir Francis Gallon 

Questionnaires have advantages over some other types of surveys in that they are 

cheap. do not require as much effort from rhe questioner as verbal or tdephone surveys, 

and often have. standardized answers that make it s imple to compile data. However, such 

standardized answers may frus trate users. Qllestlonnuires ure also sharply limited by the 
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fact that respondents must be able to read the questions and respond to them. TIlLIS, for 

some demograpbic groups conducting a survey by questiolUlIJi re may nOl be practical. 

The rnt:thod of questionnaire was used by the researcher in order [0 gather 

Empirical duta regarding socia-economic activities and power structure o f the village 

Hattar. For the purpose, a quest ionnaire was fonnul ated beforehand consisting of 50 

questions, while 100 copies were di stributed to aU caste groups o f the village. 

1.1 0 Focus group discussion 

A focus group discussion is J fonn of qualitative research in which a group of 

people are asked about their perceptions, opinions, beliefs, ami attitudes towards a 

speciti c topic. Questions are asked in an interactive group setting where participants are 

free to talk with other group members, The first focus group was created at the Bureau of 

Applied Social Research in the USA, by associate director, sociologist Robct1 K. Merton 

whi le the tenll ilsel f was coined by psychologis t and marketi ng expelt Ernest Dichter. 

The fOC1l5 group is a 5urvcy mcthod to co llect the views of selected people about 

certa in factors of a specific topic to better understand the motivations of the peo ple of n 

specific locale, The focus group implies several partic ipants und can only <.:o ll ect 

subjective data, no t objecti ve data, 

The too l of focus group discussion was applied by the researcher to get better 

knowledge of local power structure in the vi ll nge Hauar. To engage in the discussion, the 

people fi'om all segments of the village were involved to coJlect quantitative data about 

the develo pment and their perceptions conceming the developments . Three focus group 

discussions were arranged with the help of key infonnant Mr. Shakecl Alunad in hi s 

house with three .vlaliks o.long with eleven members from six caste groups such as pottery 
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makers . barber. weavers. show makers, while five 1\llallks were engaged along with 

thirteen members of other caste groups i ll the second session. 

6.2 Secondary methods for data collection 

In addition to primary sources , the primary sources of infonnation were also 

utilized by the research for having more authentic info rmation about the research topic by 

thrashing out the record of different organizations: 

(i) Economic Survey of Pakistan; 

(ii) Reports of Bureau of Statistics; 

(iii) District Census Report; 

(iv) Population Census Reports; 

(v) Record of Union I Tehsil and District Councils: 

(vi)Books on history of the Area/Region; 

(vii) Newspapers ; 

(viii) General public 

(ix) School teachers 

1.7 Significance of the study 

The study undertaken by the researcher in the rural village of Hallar was a 

detailed descliption of the attitudes and cognition of the rural people regarding the \oo.;lll 

feudal and their social staWs and overall local power stnlcture. Change in power strucrure 

was quite a progress and was a sign of development that shows that Pnkistam society was 

in a transitional phase initiating democratic changes at the local level. 

The study posses the latest information about the changing power phenomenon 

with the application of u11lhropological approaches, while sharing the infonnation about 

the independent nnd dependent power structure, cogniti ve, symbolic and n0l111ative 
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power. The study was a unique research undertaken in a borderland area linking the two 

neighbori ng provinces o f Punjab and Khyber Pakhtwi Khawah. 

Since the village was the combination of two cultures that of Punjab and KPK, 

therefore, it was representing the two distinct cultures and languages. 

35 



Chapter # 2 

2.0 Village prolile 

The village HallaI'. a prominent village by various aspects was si tuated in the 

south of Rawalpindi at Faleh jang road having a population o f 4774 people. Its history 

traces back to 19th century that shows its s tatus being an old and populous settlement that 

playa decisive role in the local and national level politics. There were all humanly 

required facilities ava ilable, it has the electricity, gas , telephone, satellite cable, schools 

and basic health unit and after all a maneuvering playing field for the political acti vities 

both at local and national level. 

According to the elderl y people, betore the country 's independence. a shoe maker 

of the village Hattar Dill and his family settled alongside the dam which was ~t [hat time 

in fo rm of a !lummi reservoir of water and became Ha(wr after the name of its true 

inhabitant and love~. 1111S village including the whole district of ..J.twck was the most 

peaceful di s trict of the undivided India under the Blitish Rule. British government 

promised the people to allot them reasonable agriculture land in return to their support 

and faithfulness towards the British government and its policies. Ha([ar Dill was one of 

them who was given a vast area of cu ltivable land where the village HallaI' was 

inhabitated by HallaI' Din. 
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2. I Political history of the village 

The pioneer of the village Harral" whose name was Haaar Din had 5 sons lind 2 

daughters who were given their share of land by their fa ther, the land was further divided 

into coming generations. 

In [9405 JIv/aliks were prominent because of their authoritative dominnncc in the 

village; their hegemony was curtail ed after the independence of Pakistan when afflicted 

Kasltmiri families migrated to a contemporary camp Mansa near .-I.trock in Pakistan and 

permanently tuken sanctuary there and were allotted agliculture land by the government 

of Pakistan to enab le them to earn their li velihood through agricultu re. By the time. the 

Kashmiri famil ies gained economic stability and strength as an ethnic group, whi le 

naturally tbey were built having strong physical structure were less obedient to the iv/aUks 

as compared to other caste groups that did 110t provide a favorable playing field for the 

/'v/aliks to Oounsh politically In the village. 

Desp ite of the fact that there wns no dearth of a ffluent persons together with their 

feudal background and education. they never participated in provincial ancl central 

politics except the local government elections. However, it was observed that the people 

of village Hattar had played a very deci sive role in the politiCS by supporting a particu lar 

group or party. Population in the village Hatwr remamed ever important fac tor because 

of its vote s trength that ever supported the iv/a/iks in the local government elections 

(2001 -2005) at all levels including elect ions for Na::.im. Nw bNa::.im and COllJlcilors. 

A sufficient number of migrants were settled there in the village. but there never 

occurred an incidence of disruption or disturbance between the indigenous settlers and 
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the migrants, there was a cohesive environment of relationshi p among the people in the 

village apart from the different cultural norms. 

In the past, some twenty years back, Mafiks were affiuent habitants of the village 

having concrete hOLises with aU facilities but after the improvement of economic status of 

other lower castes (weaver. shoe maker and barber) they also constructed pakka houses 

like 1\t[aliks, while the intens ity of kmclta hOl!SeS curtailed too few households. 

The paved roads and streets portray the economic condition of the area, almost all of 

the streets and prominent link roads have been developed, lIsually every household has a 

separate washroom, however the sewerage system was lacking which was causing certain 

hygienic problems. 

The entirel y changed environment has made the people of upper caste soft and 

socially energetic accepting the will of the masses to be represented by those who could 

resolve the problems of the people without discrimination of casted and creed. 

Accordingly, they supported the candidates of their choice in both rhe local level 

elections held in 20Q1 and 2005 and elected councilors from among tht: lower castes of 

weaver and shoemakers. 
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Map-I : A self designed map of the village 
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2.1.1 Population and ethnic groups 

Population of the village was a mixture of many ethnic groups including higher and 

lower, because of gradual change in a decade the etlmicity was lessened in the village. 

Main castes and population of the village are shown in the following table: 

Table # 3: Village population and ethnic groups 

Sm. ZatiCastes Number of Number of Males Females 

housholds People 

1 Maliks(Awans) 210 1470 696 774 

2 Rajputs. 075 525 243 282 
.., 

Migrated 110 770 361 409 -' 

Kashmiris . (Muhajars) 

4 Immigrants 127 889 408 481 

5 Pottery maker(Kurnhar) 160 11 20 519 601 

6 Barber(Nai) 

7 Weaver(Julaha) 

8 Cook of the marriages 

food.(Thaba) 

9 Shoe maker(iVJochi) 

Total 682 4774 2227 2547 

Source: Union Council Hattar 

2.1.2 Sects 

Usually Suni and Shiaa are the main sects in rural and urban areas of Pakistan, but 

in the village Hattar there was no significant hold of anyone sect being the less number 

of Shiaa in he village, in addition Sunni do not show uphold while there was a 

atmosphere of equity in the village. 
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2.1.3 Family structure 

The fami ly structu re of the vi llage was nonnal!y e;'\.te4nded type where peopit! 

having consanguine relutlons live LOgether under one roo f The peopl e of same caste 

have fee lings for each others in hours of sorrow and happiness and share each other 's 

S01TOW5 and happiness. 

2.1.4 .Joint family 

The simple life style of the people restricted them to ado pt nuclear fam il y 

structure, they feel secure and safe in a joint or extended famil y system besides of social 

complications by li ving together with married brothers. their wives, their ch ildren and 

their own unmarried brothers and sisters including parents or both parents in a shared 

home. however 53 joint famil ies were observed out of 120 household through the socio­

economk census survey, while there were 300 households bavi ng joint fam ily system out 

of total 682 ho useholds of the vi llage Hattar. 

2. 1.5 Nuclear family 

The immignmts and some other families of the vi llage prefer nuclear family 

system. there were 22 househo lds were found nuclear out of 120 households surveyed by 

the researcher, so 125 households were nuclear out of 682 hOLlseholds of the vi llage. The 

adoptiun of nuclear fam ity pattern was usua ll y observed among the educated families of 

the vi !lage who di slike unnecessary interference by living together with manied brothers 

their wives. thei r children and their own unmarried bro thers and sisters along with the 

parenlS. 
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2.1.6 Extended family 

The majority of the village population was belonged to agriculture as a mean of 

their livelihood which require lot of hard work by a team of dedicated and hard working 

energetic people, therefore, bulk of population was desirous of living in the extended 

families to accumulate a home based manpower to work in the fields. In the village 

Hattar 45 households were lived in extended families out of 120 households surveyed by 

the researcher for socio- economic census, 257 households were found living in extended 

families out of 682 households of the village Hattar that the dominant family pattern of 

the vi llage because of their simple life style and need to eam through agriculture. All 

members of the extended family without the discrimination of gender participate in 

cultivation, harvesting and collecting the crops of wheat, maize and sugarcane etc., 

without getting outside help . 

Table #4: Family stmcture of the village Hattar 

sr#. Family Structure Number of Socio-Eco,Census Percentage of all 

households Survey Forms Data households 

1 Nuclear 125 22 18% 

2 Joint 300 53 43% 

3 Extended 257 45 36% 

4 Total 682 120 

Source: Socio Economic and Census Survey Forms. 

·2.2 Climate 

The global climatic changes have affected the weather system in Pakistan 

including the village Hattar. Winter season starts in September and lasts till March every 

year, the month of September remains moderate while November and December very 

cool, sometimes the from November to February the weather remains is chilly. Hot 

43 



summer months were April to August and rainfall was during July to August with high 

level of humidity, 

2.3 Culture 

The vi llage culture \\las unique like the re:;t of the mrai setting that could be 

telmed as a combination of sub continental , Islamic, regional and slightly influenced by 

the global influences especiall y among the young and education generation. 

2.3.1 Dress pattern 

Men and women all wear Slwlwar and Kami:: and women of the village usually 

observe Parcla, while the educated young generation usually wears pma and shirl. 

2.3.2 Food pattern 

The food pattern of the people was consists of meat, pulses, vegetables and 

abundant usc of Lilssi and yogurt. The meal s wer:e taken thrice a day. breakfast in the 

ea rly mnming, lunch at mid day and dinner at sunseL 

1.4 Ceremonies and rituals 

Religious ceremonies and rinlals were common in the vi llage observed 

passionately like Inamage. birth , death, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Ezha. annual fares and 

gathering on the occasions of saint's Urs held at the vitlage shrines. 

2.4.1 [Harriage 

The traditional marriage pattem was endogamy but the new trends were observed 

in the village as there were exogamy marriages in some of the educated families. The 

sample results showed that, almost all cases were endogamous based on caste and bi radri 

system. 
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Natives prefer theIr close relatives to be married withi n the kin relatives like 

cO llsins but finding ~o proper match, the exogamy was practiced. 

2.4.2 Factors responsible for endogamous marriages 

For the maniages, the first I,;ousins were preferred almost by all the people of the 

village, but in case of no proper match available wi thin the close kin relations, the 

endogamy malTiages were practiced. 

The exogamous groups were the natives of vill age as the kinship ties were of 

great magnitude for the villagers and consanguine marriages fOl1ify the kinship bonds and 

creating a son of allegiance in the society. 

In some part of the world lineal and co llateral relatives are not disti nguished 

whereas somewhere they are illustrious. Relatives in the first ascending generation arc 

tem1ed as Uncle, Aun t or a type of Cousins. Lineal relati ves represent the symbolic 

importance of nuclear families. 

The cousins are the children of parents ' sib lings. the first cousins are 

distinguished ti'OIn the second and third cousins and so fonh. More emotional attachment 

and love prevails among the first cousins that include parallel as well as cross cousins. 

First cousins or the children of mother's sister and brother and Father's brother and sister 

are equally important and emotionally attached. 

The villag€ !-Iallar practiced marriages among ki n members but also speci fi es 

ndes that conduct natives into marriage among closely related kin. A closer cognate 

network was created through the marriage of cousins to safeguard relations. 
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There were some exceptions to the intermarriages, the people of village Hattar do 

not always practice kin related malTiages but they also consider a suitable match even out 

of biradari and caste group. 

Table # 5: Preferences of marriage types among different castes of the village 

sr#. Zat/Caste Cros-co Para-cou Exogamy Endogamy Hyper 

mamage mamage gamy 

1 JVla liks(Awans} Prefer Prefer 

2 Rajputs. Prefer Prefer 

3 Migrated Prefer 

Kashmiris. (Muhajars) 

Pottery Prefer Prefer 

maker(Kumhar) 

5 Barber(Nai) Prefer Prefer 

6 W eaver( Julaha) Prefer 

7 Cook of the marriages Prefer 

food.(Thaba) 

8 Shoe maker(Mochi) Prefer Prefer 

Source: Soclo-economic census survey form 

2.5 Religious harmony 

In the village, there was maximum religious harmony among the people who were 

really peace loving. ,Suni and Shiaas were seen participating in each other 's gatherings 

without any prejudice. Majority of the population was found following Brellwi school of 

thought. 
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2.6 Languages 

The village l-(attar by caste and population was very heterogeneous and different 

languages were spoken by the people but the most common languages of the village was 

Punjabi a combination of Hindko and Punjabi languages: 

Table # 6: Languages spoken in the village. 

Sr Castes/Zat & Outsiders Languages 

#. spoken 

1 Maliks(Awans) Hindko 

Punjabi. 

2 Pottery maker(Kumhar) Hindko 

Punjabi. 

3 Shoe maker(Mochi) Hindko 

Punjabi. 

'4 Barber(Nai) Hindko 

Punjabi. 

5 W eaver(JuLaha) Hindko 

Pun j aN. 

6 Cook of the mamages Dogri 

food.(Thaba) 

7 Migrated Dogri 

Kashmiris. (ivIuhaj ars) 

8 Migrated families. Punjabi + 

Pothohari 

9 Sindhi Fishermen Sindhi 

Source: SOClo-eco census survey fom1S. 

2.7 Recreation 

There were many recreational sites in and around the village Hattar uch as Shah 

Pur dam a known fishing point, Samana marriage hall and two restaurants were 
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providing the recreational facilities adjacent to the village. Dllring holidays , people from 

Rawalpindi , Islamabad and other urban centers visit the sites for recreation purposes. A 

spacious well decorated marriage hall has been built where peoples fro m outside as well 

as from this village avail the wedding arrangement facility. 

2.8 Annual gatherings/Urs and seasonal fairs 

The ammal Urs were solemnized, while processions and gatherings were alTanged 

during day and nights during Urs occasions. The prominent religious scholars deliver 

their lectures on Quran. Ahadis. Naat khawans also present Newts (praise to the prophet 

Nfuhammad PBUH). klehfil -e-Qawali were also arranged where free Lunger (food) was 

served to all the participants. 

Table # 7: Three prominent places where the gatherings l UI's were arranged 

Sr# . Saints of the village Hattar. Time of solemnization of Urses . 

1 Saieen Noor khan Febmary 

2 Shah Ismail khan December 

3 Karam Shah (Jugh ee wala peer). April 

Source: surveys and formal mtervlews. 

By attending the gatherings, people take sp iritual benefits, they believe that all the 

Sz4i-saints, strive for peace and tranquility, as told by one of the respondents that the 

prophet (PBUH) of Islam taught to respect the life (blood), honor and wealth of every 

person. Another respondent gave an example of last He!}) Selmon delivered by Him 

(PBUH) at Arafat. Another respondent told that it was very clearly mentioned in the 

verse 32 of the Holy Quran: 

"He who killed a human being, he had killed all the mankind. and he who 

saved the life, of one, he had saved the l!fe of all mankind n. 

(AI-Quran) 
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2.9 Life style 

Despite the fact that the life sty le of most of the peopll:': was simple yet they 

possess many modem t~\cilities of transportation, resitlences and large scale land holding 

but people part i cipat~ in each Q[hers affairs in the hour of need. The affluent people of the 

village Ma/iks and RajplIls having the status of big landowners adopt simple way of life 

and participate in all village rituals like wedding and demise. 

2.10 Education 

There were two high schools in the vi ll age one for boys and other for girls oncl a 

community college fo r In ter and Bachelor classes. Thro ugh the census survey of the 

school. the li teracy rale o f the village was 38% hav ing equal share of bo th the elite and 

lower castes . 

A number of women were educated involved in teaching profession in public and 

private schools. while males being educated were engaged in teaching, singing and 

military services, Due to positive educQtio nal envi ronment, people use to send Lheir 

offspring to other cities for higher educalion as well. A table of educational statu!; of the 

village Hattar has been given in chapter three, Progress of education in the village can be 

seen in the tables o f th ree big schools in page number 88, 89, and 90. 

2.1 I Livestock and dairy fa r ming 

In the vicinity of the village HallaI', a number of dairy fanns were function ing due 

to availab ility of milk ani mals kept by the landowners and landless famil ies inspi red by 

the abundance of fodder avai labi lity through provision of frequent underground water 

and imgation th rough the dams, the cultivation of crops and tocldcr was possible that 

supports [he livestock keepmg. 
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TIle village Hattar was frequently supplying the milk to the twi n ci ti es of 

Rawalpindi and Islamabad and ell rnmg a handsome amount of money for further 

investmen t in the livestock. Tbe li vestock at thc vi ll age was consisted of milk ammals 

su~h as cow, , buffalo. goat. sheep producing m ilk and its hi-products. The da iry falming 

was the most prominent business activity of the village afte r the agriculture. 

A very noteable hobby of the famlers of the village was rearing animals , lhey pay 

very ca re and attention to their animals like dogs, oxen and cocks for the purpose of cock 

and dog figh ti ng. and oxen races. Fresh milk, ghee and floor (aua) were served daily to 

prepare them fo r ti nale races. During the process most o f fanners even forger their own 

needs and requirement. They often prefer to spend for the nomishment of thei r racing 

animals. They afford to remain hungry but feed the bullock fo r the purpose to prepare 

bu llock for the race .. The ann ual or se3sonal festivals of oxen race were organized by 

ccrtuin groups of highly interested big landlords of the village. For the winning oxen the 

owner W:lS awnrded a rew3rd which was considered tI grem honor lo r the owner of that 

particular ox .. The award was presented in cash and in amount which exceeds from two 

lacks to ti ve lacks. On the wi nn ing of the award people a!Tange special feas t and 

procession with beating dnlms. 

2.12 Major occupations 

The land of the village Hattar was much ferti le because of adjacent Shah Pur dam 

and mos t of the people were fanners by pro fession who pussess big and small lands. 

They grow marvelous crops by the help of dam wmcr and favorab le climate of the 

Village. The main sources Qf income generation are men tioned below. 
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Table # 7: Main sources of income of the villagers 

sr#. Sources of income. 

1 Live stock Cows, Bulls, Calf, Goats, Sheep. 

2 Dairy fanning Cows, Bulls, Calf, Goats, Sheep. 

3 Special reared animal Oxen, Cocks, Dogs. 

for contests. 

Crops Wheat, Barley, Maize, Pulses and Oil seeds. 

4 Employments Govt and Private. 

5 Trade and business 

Source: SOClO-economlC census survey Forms . 

2.13 Prominent places 

The people from far and wide pay visit to offer homage to the shrines of the 

saints, People think that the saints during their life tin1e used to help the afflicted and 

needy persons by solving their problems by means of praying to almighty Allah. 

A tomb (Ziarat) of Hazrat Shah Ismail was in centre of the village, people so lemnize 

the urs with religious emotions. Religious scholars visit and address the gatherings . 

Beside to the enchanters of holy songs (KwaLs) most importantly Mehr Ali and Sher Ali 

present the Kwalis (religious songs). They enchant the audience by their performance. 

The wealthy people arrange animal for sacrificial purposes on Urs. Food was opened for 

all the guests. 

2.14 Socio-economic conditions 

With the successful fanning and other means of income through jobs in public 

and private sectors, the socia-economic condition of the people of the village Hattar was 

improving and due to increase of wealth the business of property dealing was flourishing 

in the village. There was also joblessness, a good number of people living under poverty 
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line fadng hardships helped by the wealthy people. The men of lower castes work as 

tenunts on the lands of Maliks and women as maids in their homes who were in retum 

given !;,'fuins after the harvesting 

2.15 Development 

The massive development has chlUlged the outlook of the village and brought 

prospeJity in the economy of the villagers. 

2.16 Shah Pur Dam 

The Shah PilI' Dam that was developed dUring t 980s was quite near the village 

and the main source of inigation of arid areu where there was ·no canal system. The Dam 

is also the source of domestic use waster that supplied through a wuter supply scheme 

The Dam was under the control of Small Dams Corporation and operated by the Fishries 

department of the distric t government. which was producing variolls varieties of fish for 

domestic as well as for nearby urban celllers. Mostly it was ~old in the Rawalpindi fish 

market and rhus lures the customers for serving fresh fish of tile Shah Pur dnm. 

There was al,so a huts colony of fishel111en of Silldhi origin. who resides along 

with their families near the dam and their sustenance W .. IS based on preparing tbe f'ishing 

nets, they also provide their services to other private tish faml owners as the fishennen 

nnd their families were well acquai nted with the local population and pa rticipate in all 

social gatherings. The dam also provides some facilities fo r the people o f the village i.e. 

rise in ground water level; good crops of the lund the near dam and the water supply 

scheme. 

The fa rmers of the village have to face many problems wi th regard to their 

fanning system .. \S 1110St of thei r land situated across the dam. During ra ins they face loss 



of crops and cattle but there were numerous benefits of rains like availability of fresh 

water and green fodder for their livestock. Dairy farmers whose economy has also 

enhanced due to increased milk suppl y. The Dam was also a picnic point not only for the 

village people but tor the neighboring urban cities like Rawalpindi. Islamabad where 

proper security arrangement have been made to seCllre the people. The affluent people of 

the vi llage also avail the faci lity of marriage hall at very spacious and beautiful sight 

wi thout transport expenses and on the booking o f expensi ve city marriage halls . 
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Chapter # 3 

3.0 Agents of change 

The education in its broadest sense means the change of aims and habits of an 

individual or a group of people. The education has a fannative effect on the way one 

thinks, feels. or acts. tn its narrow, technical sense, education is the Fa nnal process by 

whicb society deliberately transmits its accumulated knowledge, skills. customs and 

values from one generation to another. The educated citizens are the real asset of fI 

nalion. Without their full paJticipation in all walks of life. real progress remains a mere 

dreum. In the prevailing condition of the time. educalion has become one of the basic 

sources which trigger the change process. 

In the village Hattar, there were basically three kinds of schools, the elite private 

IIlStirutlOllS that cater the upper dass: tbe govemment-run schools serv ing the lower 

echelons of the population and the Madmssaft. the religious school. 

The private schools have become a necessity for contemporary Pakistani society 

sl\1ce tl1e government has failed to provide quality education for its population. A 

majority of parents. even those parents who have low income send their ch ildren to 

private schools. thac their children may receive such education that wou ld enable them to 

be competitive. Most of villagers want their children to learn English. Private schools 

offer all instruction in English while govemmelll schools o ffer instnlction in ei ther Urdu 

or the local provincial1anguage. 
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The feudal state of Pakistan has preventecl meaningful educational re f0n11S, while 

to many rura l areas where withom the will of the local tribal chiers schools do not 

functioLl. however such was not in the vi llage Hmrar. the people were as independent as 

the higber cast lv/aliks. 

3.1 Progress in education sector 

Trend towards education was very old in the village Halla,., yo ung people turn 

towards c ities for higher education. It was observed that there was no discrimination of 

cas te and creed for getting higher education. The case studies would highlighl that the 

yo ung people of other communities also go for higher education wi thout pennission of 

Maliks of the village because the education has changed the social boundaries between 

j\!faliks and other communities. 

A number of educated people were iilVolved in the profession of teaching. as the 

educational status or the village was quite satisfaclOry. The village Hattar has <l high 

school for boys and a separate school for girls and in addition three private schools 

playing their crucial role to meet the educational need of village people. There was 

community co llege for gi rls fo r F.NF.sc and B.A classes. After completion of education 

at the village level. the brilliant students move towards Rawalpind i and islamabad for 

higher education. 
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Table # 8: Level of education in the village Hattar. 

Sr.# Zat/Castes Total Metric Inter B.A M.A Total Total % 

people edu-people 

1 Maliks(Awans) 1470 287 89 74 51 501 34% 

2 Rajputs. 525 106 74 31 19 23 0 43 % 
,., Migrated 770 204 69 45 11 329 42% .) 

Kashmiris.(Muhajars) 

4 Immigrants 889 141 92 73 25 331 37% 

5 Potterymaker(Kumhar) 1120 211 130 6 1 27 429 38% 

6 Barber(Nai) - - - - - -

7 Weaver(Julaha) - - - - - -

8 Cook of the marriages - - - - - -

food.(Thaba) 

9 Shoe maker(Mochi) - - - - - -

Total 4774 1029 454 284 133 1820 38.123167% 

Source: Socio-economic and census survey fo nns/ Benazi r Income Support Programme SUlvey. 

Through socio-econmnic and census surveying forms a very satisfactory progress in the 

sector of education was observed that a number of male and female students were getting 

higher education in the fields of law, engineering, medicine, general education and 

particularly in education sector. In 1950s, there was not a single high school in the village 

Hattar, but only primary schools for girls and boys. 
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CharI /I I, The comparative educational status of the ali castes of the village, the population hus been 

tllcntionec1 below the bOKes. Source: Socio- economic census survevs, and village schools record. 

The above drawn chart of educational status of the natives of the village shows 

that the other castes including lower castes have sati sfactory educational status. [n 

education [ower castes were not lagging behind the higher l:<1ste Malik. The chart shows 

that a[1 castes have educated people. The difference between their educational capabilities 

was very little. which shows that the people of other castes were free to get educatlon and 

compete with the higher castes people. 

Accord ing to the respondents. sutdents were used to travel to the nearby Tehsil 

Fa/eh lang tor the matriculation studies. The ration of students according to a respondent 

at that time was great than the ration of students who also used to travel for matriculation 

studies from another neighboring village Qlllbal that shows the positive interest of the 

parents of the youngsters of the vi llage Hattar for cducation. 

3.1.1 Case Study # 1 

A male teacher named Mr.Flda 50 years old belonged to Maliks caste was 

employed as a teacher in the village boys' school. He was only science teacher in the 

village whose contribution towards sc ience education of male and female students was 

commendable and mOst of his students were able to get admission for higher classes in 

medical ami engineering colleges and universities and after completing the education 

Lhey were serving at prominent posts. According to Fida: 

"/vfy Stlle/ents (Ire serving in different government orgall izations like army, 

CIVti bureallcracy, and J lIdici(IIY alld educalion department all highLy paid 

p osllions fJ/Doc{o rs, Engilleers. Army officers alld teachers . .. 
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(Fida) 

Later on the particular teacher enhanced hi s academic capability and passed M.A 

III politIcal sc ience and joined as subject spechll isl in a government co ll ege. Most of hi s 

well groomed students belong to lower castes. According to him, he never discriminated 

the higher and lower castes and uied his best to make his non doctor but his son became 

lawyer after completing his studies in Punjab Law College. 

In the vi llage, there were three plivate schools from primary to matri culation 

functioning with their full capacity shows the interest of the people towards education 

and thei r desire to see their children educationall y well groomed. Amongst the 

educational institutions in the village, Fine public school was one of the leading pri vate 

schoo ls provid ing education since the last eighteen years. Beside some of the affluent 

people Llsed to send their children to nearby town Fafeh Jang fo r Engl ish medium 

education. some names of English medium schools of Fateli Jallg were very famous 

among the n~lti v es of the village, such as FO llji Foulldalion school. Zwnurd Public 

School. Educators, and Army Public: School. 

3.1.2 Case Study # 2 

Mr. Moeen Iqbal a native of the vi llage HallaI' belonged to a family who had 

mignlted after the pal1ition of the sub~continent in 1947. He was doing his L.L.B from 

pUlJjab Law College Rawalpilldi. According to lVlr.A'foeen him he took guidance from his 

senior who belongs to lvraLikfami~v who treated him like a brother and never gave him 

feel ings of disgusting that the j unior Moeen belongs to a lower fami ly of the village. 

Moceri Iqbal was a bard working young boy and wants to b a sliccessful lawyer of the 

village. A Malik teacher named Fida Hussain was his teacher in the school. According to 

5R 



Moeen it was not possible for him to study in an Engl ish medium school but later on with 

hi s hard work and dedication to the studies, he got admission in Punjab Law College. 

Accord lllg to the father of Moeen, his son was the first shtdent from the village's 

Kashmiri family who was getting higher education. 

3.1.3 Case Study # 3 

Mr. Shahid was a native of the vi llage Hattar and by profession he was engineer. 

belonged to a Rajpuf family (second higher caste of the village). He to ld the researcher 

that during his studies and professional career, Mali/a of the village never created barriers 

for him, even once at the time of need he borrowed a loan from one of the Maliks and 

continued his stud ies. His father was serving as a peon in a nearby government oi l 

company during his' studies. His father was always impressed by the engineers of his 

company and wanted his son to be an engineer. Shahid worked hard and got admission in 

nn engineering college" After completing his stUdies he got a job in a semi government 

gas company <IS engineer. tilltS he fultilled the desires of his father. 

Dunng the interview, he told that the village high school lllade his base for getting 

further education. The village high school for boys and girls were established very long 

ago. The sntdents of surrounding villages also come to the schools of the village. The 

ration of the students in government schools was as high as in private schools. 

3.1.4 Case Study # 4 

Mr. Hallll a young man of 30 years having M.sc in Mathematics from PIInjab 

Universiry, Lahore and was doing job in a local government school for boys. He belonged 
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to a very poor family who migrated in 1947 and was suffering with many problems of 

existence. Mr.Hanif told the researcher that he was trying his level best to bring good 

and prosperous position to the family. According to him he was never discouraged by the 

lvialiks of the village during his studies and his career. He further told that his father was 

a shopkeeper and later on he became patient of lungs cancer thus the financial problems 

created hurdles in his way to progress. He completed his studies with the cooperation of 

the village teachers through achieving merit scholarships. After matriculation he earned 

money by teaching the children in the evening. He completed his M.A as private student 

from the Punjab University and was working as a school teacher in the village. He has 

four unmarried sisters and was working hard to earn as much that was required to arrange 

the marriages of his sisters. 

3.2 Economic conditions of the natives 

According to the World Bank statistics, around 35 million people in the rural 

areas are poor, representing about 80% of Pakistan"s poor while agriculture accounts for 

about 40% of the rural household incomes. The majority of the rural poor in Pakistan are . 

not farmers. Access to credit and usable water is unbalanced. 37% of rural households 

own land. l 

In the vi llage Hattar, the economic condition of the common people was changed 

by certain economic upheavals. Economic constraints emerged due to immense price hike 

of almost of all commodities which squeezed the needs of the people especially the 

salaried segment of the village. A living example quoted by the number of respondents 

I World Bank statistics 2007. 
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who mih'Taled abroad for pilgrimage stated that the Pakistan's currency was a weak one 

could hardly exchange the Saudi currency Ria l against Pakistani Rupee. 

A respOnder}1 told that his forefathers visited f-lijaz about three decades ago and 

exchanged even six.ty to seventy Rial against Pakistan Rupee, the compari son clearly 

shows the weak position of Pakistani mpee. He further told that the Indian government 

provided fifty percent relief as subs idy to its HaJJ pilgrims and on the other hand their 

authority plunders their pilgrims by charging maXImum amount. People of the village 

were annoyed wi th the government's unfair policy, who often sell their land ror the 

pilf:,'Timage. 

According to respondents, lower caste fami lies to observe Haj seHnot only crops 

but the livestock. For example the cost of livestock (cows and ox) was so high that one 

could easily make up his tour expenses by selling two cows or ::111 ox. According to a 

famolls saying prevalent in the vi llage, one could perfotm Haj by selling his belongings 

"AlIgoo!lw lek lay il/ladilla wek") p. 

It is believed that rural growth is crucial to Pakistan'S future, twoMthirds of the 

country's population and 80 percent of the poor live in rural areas. Unless there IS 

sustained progress in these areas, rap id overall economic growth and poverty reduction is 

impossible. Stagnation of the nlTaI economy could also threaten the social cohesion of the 

country, drive massive migration to · urban areas. and result in massive urban 

unemployment. An educated Rajpu( respondent viewed that ach ieving rapid rura l growth 

and poverty reduction requIres overcoming major constraints related to unequal 

distribution of land [md access to water, low prodLlctiv ity of crop agriculture. inadequate 
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infrastructure, ineffective public-service delivery, and insufficient participation by rural 

people in most public-sector development programs. 

"Agricultural growth is necessary but not sufficient to alleviate rural 

poverty in Pakistan, An effective poverty reduction strategy must address 

the rural non-farm economy and the needs of the rural non-farm poor. " 

2(World Bank statistics, April 23, 2007) 

The living standard of the people of village Hattar has been raised by building 

concrete gracious houses with all facilities . The village has all necessities of life like 

electricity, telephone, road communication, electronic media as well as internet cable 

facilities which helped the village people to give more attention towards education 

sectors, especially higher education for their girls who were engaged in respectable jobs 

like teaching, medicine and private companies jobs. According to a respondent, there was 

a time when hardly one could find a literate to get letters read and elaborated but due to 

changing circumstances and modernization of education, the people have excess to every 

field particularly education. 

Although the area of village Hattar considerably lacks the industrialization yet 

other economic sources like agriculture, live stock, fishelies and dairies have flourished 

and were the source of progress and prosperity not only for the village but for 

sUlTounding areas. 

According to a new comer, who was the owner of a restaurant in the village, due 

to its ideal location near the busy road and picnic spots, the busy and luxurious hotel, 

2 World Bank statistics, April 23 , 2007 
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restaurant and gracious marriage hall spread in wide areas represent an spell bound scene. 

Being in sub-urban area of Islamabad, the people from twin cities (Rawalpindi and 

Islamabad) used to come and spend their weekends along their friends and families 

lavishly and leisurely taking delights of fresh delicious fried fish cooked by very expert 

cooks at the Akkorwal fish point. 

3.2.1 Multiple professions 

The people of the village Hattar were engaged in different profession for earning 

their livelihood as detailed in the following table: 

Tabl # 9:Economy and multiplicity of Professions in the village, 

Occupations & Persons Occupations & Professions Persons 

Professions 

Doctors 02 Defense forces 23 

Engineers 03 T eachersPri vatel Government 19 

PhDs 01 Govt, servants 24 

Religious SchQlars 13 Barber 5 

Telecommunication 04 Masons 13 

Labor 48 Black smith 4 

Driving 17 Dairy farming 43 

Shoe maker 3 Horticulture 7 

- - Farmers 39 

Source: Socio- eco and census survey forms/ Benazir Income Support Programme Survey. 

The natives of the village Hattar have been motivated by the educational 

awareness. While interviewing the yo ung people, they were found as goal oriented and 

motivated to join progressive jobs and endeavors. 

63 



The educated people of the village were involved in different professions 

including the women that have been included in the above mentioned table. The people 

were never involved in criminal activities as confirmed by the local police, they were 

living a peaceful life free of conflicts . 

3.2.2 Land Holdings by ethnic groups 

Table # 10: Land holding by ethnic groups of the village 

sr#. ZatlCastes Number of Lands m Location of 

houses Canals lands 

1 Maliks(Awans) 210 16650 Land around 

the village 

2 Rajputs. 075 5750 Land near 

dam 

3 Migrated 110 3500 Land near 

Kashmiri s.(lvluhajars) dam and road 

4 Immigrants 127 200 Land near 

road 

5 Pottery maker(Kumhar) 160 200 Land near 

6 Barber(Nai) dam and near 

7 Weaver(JuLaha) road 

8 Cook of the marriages 

food.(Thaba) 

9 Shoe maker(Mochi) 

Total 682 26300 

Source, SEes Fonns 

The land owned by kfaliks was located in and around the village having the 

commercial important near the main road and the dam, while other castes possess the 

land near dam, road and in the centre of the village as well. The land of two lower castes 

shoe maker and weaver was of more value than that of kfaLiks. Many shoe makers sold 
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their land for high prices and have joined other professions. Some of them have migrated 

towards cities. 

The land near the dam and road was more precious than the land in the centre of 

the village. One of the shoemakers told that his brother sold his 5 canal land near the dam 

for 75 lacks of rupees, which offered Haj , malTied his two daughters and established a 

business for his son. 

3.2.3 Ownership of lands by important caste of Maliks of the village 

Table#ll: Ownership oflands by the important castes of the village 

Sr.# Number of Land Ownership Number of Land Ownership 

. houses of houses of 

Maliks Rajputs 

1 5 5000 50 100 

2 10 5000 15 50 

3 15 1500 10 Landless 

4 50 2500 

5 30 1200 

6 50 1000 
~ 

7 30 450 

8 20 Landless 

Total 210 16650 75 5750 

Source: S-E &C S Forms 

The Nialiks and Rajputs castes of the vi llage possess the greater land than the 

miscellaneous castes of the vi llage. Each Nialik family contains huge part of land of the 

sUlTolll1ding part of the village consisting of arid land which was far from the fertile land 

of the dam and road. Land distribution among j\llaliks was a reality in curtailing their 

social status . At page No. 55 the land distribution of richest Malik Daud showed that the 

fourth generation of !viafik Daud has not more than 400 canals of land. In the village 
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Hattar ownership of land was considered a source of respect. Those Maliles who have 

little pieces of lands or equal to the other castes people, they have no considerable social 

status in the village. 

3.2.4 Distribution and value of land 

Majority of the population of the village was involved in agriculture as a basic 

source of their income as per data gathered through socio-economic survey. 

Table # 12: village land va lue per canal. 

Sr.# Place of Land Measurement value 

1 Along road One canal 15 to 20 lacks 

2 Centre of village One canal 10 lack 
.., 

Agricultural land One canal 5 to 6 lack .J 

Source: Benazlr Income Support Programme Survey. 

Due to the nearness of the main road and new air port project, the price value of 

land has considerably been increased. Prices of Lands alongwith the road side have gone 

very high because of the developmental projects from 15 to 20 lacles per canal whereas 

the price in and around the village was considerably less. The price of agricultural land 

was also very high as five lacles to six lacks per canal. The people who sold their lands to 

the outsiders left the farming and migrated to the cities for adopting other professions. 

In the village Hattar, the landowners having their agricultural land near the main 

road built water reservoirs (ponds) through which they use limited water for inigation 

and fisheries fanns which was a very lucrative source of income that has strengthened the 

income of some families including fishermen. Prices of grains like wheat, maize and 

other pulses were also very high in the market and the growers were getting satisfactory 

income by selling their crops. 
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Table # 13 : Rate of grains and pul ses 

Sr.#. Grains and Pulses KG Price in Rupees 

1 wheat 40 1000 

2 Maize 40 1000 

3 Oil seeds 40 4000 

4 Pulses 1 40-50 

5 Sesame 1 120 

Source: Self conducted survey 

It was observed that many fanners pay less attention to their farming which was a 

real income generating source for them, they joined other professions. 

The green and dry fodder of high quality was supplied to Rawalpindi and 

Islamabad markets from the village Hattar. With this commercial activity hundreds of . 

laborers were attached who carry the fodder through Tractor-troW and work as daily 

wagers. Laborers especially Pathans were involved in harvesting seasons like Rabbi 

(wheat crop season) and KhariJ(maize crops season) hired by the landowners . 

3.2.4.1 Case Study #5 

Morad Ali a resident of the village Hattar was a small land holder after 

distribution of his father 's land among him and his other five brothers. He borrowed a 

load by mortgaging his land from the agriculhlral bank and utilized the amount in paying 

of old debts, wedding of his children. Although, he was having considerable land but was 

lacking cash money and was failed to pay regular installments to the bank, as a result, the 

loan amount heavily increased due to multiple marks up which were behind his reach. He 

was repeatedly asked by the ban authorities to repay the outstanding installments but he 

could manage to do so after that the case was handled by the police and issued his atTest 

warrant but he rapidly moved to the city and told the whole story to his officer with 
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whom he was working with a survey team. The oEficer enquired him whether he is having 

his any son surveying in anny to which he responded yes. He asked him bring his 

partIculars and on receivtng the informution the officer selected him fbI' foreign 

deputation as D. driver to military attache in America. As the boy was a competent driver, 

he moved immediately to America where he served up to the entire satisfaction of hit; 

commander and earned not only respect but also monetary benefits. His immediate task 

was to send money to his father to repay the loan and after a shOlt time. the lonn was 

repaid and the land that was mortgaged with the bank was released. 

3.2.4.2 Case Study #6. 

Nfr.lv/ajeed a farmer of the village established a small dairy fann with 

only two buffalos being u member of the poor kccmmi caste. With hard work lvfr.Sharcc/ 

und succeeded to increase the number of buffalos, thus fifteen years, he was baving a 

heard of thirty buffalos and 11 chain of mil k supply to twin cities. His wifl: (alsuOl. two 

daughters and two sons he lped him in managing the dairy farm. According to him. he and 

his family members' worked day and night without hiring any outsider and gained the 

position of renowned milk and milk production's supplier 

A good number of people of the village were serving in defense forces in different 

ranks ranging from commissioned officers to lower nUlks. They were contribut ing their 

role in their organizations and also to the village economy. The majority of them were 

serving in Pakistan Ordinance Factory Wah on different posts. The advamage of serving 

in PDF Wah was being the nearest place from the village and they were manubring their 

lands and other household matters after coming back from their duties. 
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According to the data, the SI X persons of the village were working as 

commissioned officers from the rank of lieutenant to colonel, while a large number of 

other peuple wc.::re also st:rvmg th~ armed forces in other di ITerent ranks. 

3.2.4.3 Case study # 7 

Burber was a poor man of the lower caste group o f the vi ll age whose parents were 

comparatively having poor economic background and living upon their hard work and 

labor. They were able to educate their son who had completed hi s education 

meritoriously and subsequently short listc.::d as a commissioned officer 'in the defense 

forces and attained high rank in the anny with the continuOLls studies and hard work. His 

role in fluenced other youngsters to fo!iow same course of action to get rid o(poverty and 

ga ining social status , The people of the village in spite of having multiple resources of 

income were very cooperative and helping others in hard times. 

As the village was situated about 40 km away from capital Islamabad having 

tremendous opportunities of jobs, the jobless of the village were migrating to the 

Rawalpindi and Islamabad to eam their bread and increase their fami ly income. 

According to the data gathered, 36 women of the villuge were working with different 

households as maids at Rawalpindi and Islamabad. TIley travel by buses or wagons for 

attending their duties earl y in the morning and coming buck to their houses before the 

sunset. Through the acti vity. they were not only getting a fixed salary but also were 

supported by their mas ters on different occasions of need. Wi th their striving efforts they 

not only improve their economic needs but <lIsa succeeded in getting their children 

educated. 

3.2.4.4 Case Study # 8 

Shano was a 45 years old wife of a poor tenant and has seven children. She 

rCb,rularly goes to Islamabad and work in different three homes. According to her before 

her contribution to the family, they were l!vlllg hand to mouth but afterwards her fam il y 
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was little bit comfortab le and was meeting daily use necessities of life as she was earning 

ru pees nine thousand for working w ith three families. 

All of her se ven children wen: go ing to sc..:hut)l tim.! hdp their fatiler Jamal in 

m:.lllaging the fie lds ot'lv/ctliks who was working as tenant and in return was getting wheat 

and corn seasonally a fte r the threshing of grains. According to Shomo, the grain they get 

from l\llaliks hardly meet their annual needs. 

3.3 Change and migration 

Due to ideal location of the village Haffar and having all S0l1 o f facilities like 

road communication and all modem necess ities like sui gas. internet. cable, electricity 

127 households of di fferent (rade and occupations graduall y came to live there. Among 

the fam ilies. most of them were masons. carpen ters und black smiths and farnlers who 

pLirchased agricu ltural land for fatming and establishing dairy [1m1s. Among these people 

pl'Olllincm artisans are masons. carpenters and black smiths. 

The migration has been a constant phenomenon in the history of Pakistan from l1S 

inception, the peopl~ have been moving to different places. The migration of the people 

started with the moving of millions of people from India into Pakistan when the two 

nations ga ined their independence from British colon i~d rule. The Muslims moved to 

P akist~n in the hope of a better life. not just economically but socially and religiously as 

well. 

Between 1951 and 1981. the urban population quadrupled while the annual urban 

growth ratc during the 1950s and 19605 was more than 5 percent. The figure dropped 

Slightly in the 1970s to 4.4 percent. Between [980 and early 1994. it averaged about 4.6 
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percent. By early 1994, about 32 percent of all Pakistanis lived in urban areas, with 13 

percent of the total population living in three cities of over 1 million inhabitants each in 

Lahore, Faisalabad, and Karachi. 

The key reason for the migration of rural dwellers to urban centers has been the 

limited opportunity for economic advancement and mobility in rural areas . The village 

Hattar has the same reasons of limited opportunities for economic advancement and 

mobility. Much of the stagnation has been caused by the finnly entrenched feudal 

practices of landlords in the countryside. The feudal have economic and political power 

to manipulate the interests of people of lower castes. 

The urban migrants were almost invariably males, although they moved to the 

city in search of better economic opportunities but could not retains their close ties with 

their village and its people. At first, the migration was frequent ly seen as a temporary 

expedient, a way to purchase land or pay off a debt but later on it was found that it was 

the major fact of changing their lifestyle. 

Table # 14: Data <tbout immigrant families in the vill age who purchased land 

sr# Immigrant Families In The Number of Land Purchased Monthly 

Village Hattar households in Canals Income. 

I Migrated fishennen h-hold 37 35 Canals 60.000 

2 Common people 46 4 to 5 canal per 10,000 to 

family 15,000 
I ., 

Restaurant owners 9 56 Canals 50.000 .J 

4 Old house owners 4 12 Canals Donations 

5 Fann house owners 15 20 Canals In personal use 
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6 Fish point owners 3 16 Canals 1.00000 

7 Property dealers 5 60 Canals 1-5 00000 

8 Marriage hall owners 8 9 Canals 2.00000 
. . 

Source: formalliltervlews with Immigrant fam Liles . 

In addition to the artisans, the wealthy families also migrated to Hattar and build 

gracious houses , gardens and farm houses. Basically they lived pennanently in the urban 

centers and temporari ly shift to the village in vocations, the temporary migration of 

wealth people has also caused economic stability for the village and the people who get 

lot of amount by selling their land to the migrants for building their houses and fann 

houses . They temporary migrants have also created some attractive spots around the Shah 

Pur Dam which has increased the importance and splendor of the village. The presence 

of open restaurai1ts, fish points, wonderful marriage halls were the true portraits of 

successful migration. During weekends this area looks a beautiful leisure spot. 

It was observed during the field work that prior to the dam construction, the 

village people were quite unfamiliar of fish food but now they became accustomed to the 

food and they enjoy fishing in summer season when they find over flow of water in the 

dam. 

3.3.1 Case Study # 9 

A tribe of fishennen migrated to the village Hattar fifteen years ago from Sindh, 

they were engaged in fishing at Shah Pur darn by living in their improvised huts near the 

dam. They have established their fresh fish sale po int near the darn site, while they were 

supporting their household income through preparing the fish nets for sale. 

They also meet the need of fish fanners by providing their knitting services of 

district Attock and its surroundings. Their habits and living pattern was of immense 
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imerest as it was observed that whenever they proceed for fish fanning they were always 

equipped with boats, nets, spears, harpoons and ropes etc. during their fishing exercise 

they work hard regardless of any fear from deep dam water. They use to select the most 

prominent specie of u fish called Rahoo for their eating. 

It was seen by the researcher at Shah Pur dam that they use to cut the tish into big 

pieces: I,;ook it like beef in thei r own cooking utensils that provide them full energy to 

move and keep them active in cold water of dam while fish ing. They also receive cash 

from the sale of nets to the dam owners on weight measure bas is ranging from 800 to 

1000 rupees per kg which was a good source ofiheir, income. During the off season when 

the fishes were less in number, they change their act ivities from fishing to hunting birds 

for sale. 
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Chapter # 4 

4.0 Changing power structure and social status of l"laliks 

The role and status of the landowner Mafiks was quite eminent before [l decade. 

lhey had the autho rity to resolve the disputes nol only of the villagers but also the 

surrounding communities. They were having a clear arbitrate power according to thei r 

will and interest but with the awareness acquired by the people and with changing 

circumstances through education, migration and economic boost, the lower castes have 

conversant with regard to their disputes and interests, therefore there was no much 

dependency of tbe common people on the historical elder's hold. The IHa/iks were alone 

cmitled to possess private [Inned men und for having also licensed or non~ li censed 

ann nmcnt whi le no one in the lower castes could even think to possess the small arms 

even on license basis. but with lhe change of sociO-CC0 I101111C and socia-cultural 

environment. the lower castes groups were having the licensed anllS for their defense by 

lessemng the dependency on Maliks. 

During the fonnal interviews, a Rajptll respondeni told that: 

"Now ill ' he changillg cirCLlmSU/llces the j\lfaliks do Hal display rheir 

arlllS 

Three to four decades ago the attitude of the Maliks was very despondent but with 

the gradual change through education , migration and economic boost. the people of lower 

castes have progressed. The rol e of lll/aUks in solving the problems o f lower castes was 

very prominent but because of tJ1C grndual develo pment and arbitrary council the role of 

Mahks has been discarded , As a result. mOSt of the candidates in the local body elections 
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in the union council level were elected from the lower castes who were having vision and 

capacity to solve the problems of the local people, the same position was in provisional 

and national electtons. People adopted their own Co urse of actiun and decided in favor of 

a group or party acco rding to their free will. which clearly show the changes occurred due 

to awareness through knowledge and educalion and with the exposure of electronic and 

prinlmedia. 

4.1 Social status of Maliks 

Due to awareness and education of people the social status of MaNks has been 

curtailed, they use their social power very carefu ll y as regard to the previous time when . 
they had clear monopoly and hegemony on lower and middle castes, as the people have 

been quiet aware about the ir rights. 

The social status was measured through seven majo r rei.,iities in the village, 

firstly. Union Council , Local govemment elections and selection of lower castes 

members as councilors thal has decreased the social status of Maliks. Secondl y, land 

distribution among 1\t[a/ik famil ies has curtailed their social status, thirdly, arbitrary 

organization 111 the vi llage for so lvillg the local disputes has been established by the 

government. fOlllth ly. social status of Maliks at difrerent festi va ls in the village was 

judged by the people that was not up to the mark. fifthly, social status of Maliks at 

different exchanges. was measured being the non-traditional, Sixthly, social status of 

iv/aliks by hyper gumy was understandable and seventhly, the social stanis in presence of 

rich immigrants was not visible. All the factors have curtailed the social staniS of 1\t[aliks 

in the village Ha({ar. 

75 



The influence of higher caste Moliks was ex isted but not li ke the past when 

they were totall y despondent. There were many case studies telling the si tuation that 

people were dare to speak in front of cruel masters. If they decide to sol ve the disputes or 

local people they have to seek the acceptance of the people. 

During the Fonnal and infonnal interviews, the respondents infonned that the 

lVlalik 's ro le has been restricted to a large ex tent; people were free to decide their matters 

at their own. They mTange education tor thei r children without intelTuption of lvlaliks. 

bui ld houses with their own choice and purchase land freely without the permissions of 

the Molik.~, that was an apparent set back to their social s tatus, while attainillg of higher 

education status by the lower castes as compared to the eli te class has al so resulted in 

lim iting the role and prestige of the Mctliks. According to a respondent tram the lower 

cast. wi th the abundance o f money the people oflower castes when proceed to pilgrimage 

they did no t pay any special atten tion to the /\4aliks proceeding for perfotlll ing Haj. At 

Mekka and Madina, the lower caste pilgrims spend their time in prayers not in 

sycophancy and service of Maliks. Social status of AlIaliks has been decreased because o f 

the helO\N mentioned realities: 

4. 1.1 The local government 

The populat ion of the village acco rding to the 1998 census was 2406 but at the 

time of researcher 's presence in the village f/atwr , the population according to rhe 

o ffi cial record of Union Council # 38, HallaI' was 4774 with 482 households. 
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Table# 15, Union Council Hattar 

UNION COUNCIL HATTAR (38). 

Kutbal Garrhi Hassu Khan 

Hattar Mailu 

Mangyal Doeyan 

Source: Umon Council record 

During the last two elections (2000,2005), union council Nazims were elected 

consecutively for two tenns from the village from among the lvlalik family but at the 

same time, the local councilors were also elected from the lower castes groups. The 

winning of elections by the councilors of lower castes have cmiailed the social status of 

Maliks in the village as the j\!faliks have to dependent on the councilors for their success 

in the next election,s that was not possible without cooperating with the lower caste 

people. 

The people of the village Hattar elected Maliks twice as Nazim in 2000 and in 

2005, according to the respondents; the Maliks cooperated with them after winning the 

elections. Following table # 16 shows the election period of the lvlaliks : 

Table# 16: People elected from village Hattar at Union Council level 

Sr.# Name Status Elected time 

1 Malik Firdos Chairman 2005 

2 Naeem Iqbal Khan Nazim 2004 

3 Malik Noor ul Ameen Naib Nazim 2000 

4 Malik Allah Dad General Councilor -

5 Anees Fatime, Women Councilor -

6 Yasmeen bibi Women Councilor -

7 Haji Abdullah General Councilor -

8 Malik Ameer Fanner Councilor -
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19 1 Malik Amjid 1 General Councilor 1-

Source UC. 

During the fonnal interviews with the respondents, the researcher was told that 

Mali/cs also exercise their arbitrary power but in a very wise and judicious way. They 

play their role without annoying the different castes. The petty land cases or local matters 

were solved with their consent and guidance. 

4.1.2 Land distribution and decrease of social status of Maliks 

Befo re independence, M alik caste of the village possessed huge land holdings in 

and around the village. Malik D aud was the richest landlord of the village owning 5045 

canals of land who distributed his land equall y among his daughters and sons. J\fter the 

four generations, the fi fth descendants of Malik Daud were having the land not more than 

500 canals; some s0ld their lands to the outsiders and becam e landless and thus the 

famous richest Malik Daud 's families have no significant importance because of having 

no or having less land. After 1947 the Kashmiri immigrants were allotted lands in the 

village from the then government who shared the social status and political power with 

the j'vfa liks decreasing their prestige and political strength. 
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Chart# 2: land distribution among the four generations of the Maliks 

Malik Daud, 1940-50 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Source:Fom1al interviews 

In the past, the lower castes were possess minimum lands and were living as 

tenants under the cohtrol of lvIaliks. According to an old respondent, the social status of 

Mafiks at that time was very influential, they were considered as master of life and death. 

Malik Daud was one of the richest Malil(S of that time who was owned a vast area of 

land. 

4.1.2.1 Case study # 10 

A well placed landlord was proceeding to holy places in Hijaz(Makkah) and a 

man named Saleem from the lower caste (shoe maker) of the village was also traveling 

with his group , while they were stationed in a lodge, the landlord directed a low caste 

person of Saleem 's group to provide his services to him that was denied by Saleem and 

said that everyone was travelling for a sacred mission, thus everyone was responsible for 

his care. 

79 



Saleem of26 year's age told that he worked for Maliks fo r many years, bUI in a 

sacred place he denied to serve them because everyone was equal without the 

lhscriminatton of cas te and creed in the Allah's home. There was no difference of rich 

and poor, black and white. lower and higher caste. 

4.1.3 Arbitrary orga nization 

An Arbi trary Counci l was established in the village since the establi shment of 

Union Council s in Ayub era. The organization WtlS to resolve the disputes of the people 

under the umbrella o f the union councils, while before the people generall y were 

govemed and dictated by the lVla/iks that was curtailed by the ex. istence of Arb itrary 

Council in the village. 

The benefit of the arbitrary co uncil s was the accep tance of its decisions by the 

CO Ul1S of law. The 'Social issues of the village sllch as fam ily prob lems. matrimonial 

problems which include divorce. maintenance of wife and children under and atter the 

disputes. guardianship of the children, property disputes, thefts, quarrels. embroils were 

resolved at the village and council level with the utmost sati sfaction of the vi llagers. 

The marriages were registered at the Union Council Office, while activities 

re lating to elections and welfare were also the domain of the Union Council under the 

leadership of Nazim or the Chaillnan. In the absence of the high ups, the Union Counci l 

was run by the secretary and the staff. 

Village Ha£lar was the most populous village of Union Council. acco rding to 

Benazir Income Support Programme (B ISP) there were 682 households. During the last 

elections which were held on national , proviSional. and local governmenL level the vote 

bank of the village became a decisive factor. Victory or defeat of a candidate depends 
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upon the majority of vote casters. The people were united and were the source of success 

for the winning people to whom they favor hut with the advancement of time and 

changing circumstances which include awareness among the general masses, the situation 

was as changed. There were only two major groups (immigrants + shoe makers and 

Mal iks + barbers) in the vi llage who tilt towards their favorite prtrty. It was all evidence 

o f unity of people of the village {-[auar and their maturity in the vote casting and in 

political awareness. 

4.1.4 SociaJ activities and status 

Apart from other social and religious activities, some other social areas of 

landlord's interest were there in the social setting of the village such as ox races, dog 

fighting and cock fight ing an'anged by the influential landlords seasonally in summer and 

winter with the consent of the local stake holders. Reasonable prizes were distributed 

among the winners. 

Keeping in view the excitement and participation of farmers nnd spectators. 

Llslla!ly high prizes were awarded to the owners of the winning a.nimals. The nU111crs 

especially rear the high breed ox a.nd other animals for the festivals keeping in view rbe 

prestige and tinancial gains. They keep the animals with very care and feed them with 

costly food like mi lk. corn, almond and butter (giLee). 

The positive results of such races and gatherings was to provide a chance to the 

imercsted fU1111e rs to breed the cattle. The competitions were an'anged with great pump 

and show and announced in udvance to prepare the ground and for other 'ldministrali ve 

arrangements. The Hldges were also notified hefore time for the awareness of the people 
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but there was a negati ve aspect of the games that has USl13lly been neglected that was the 

interfe rence and disturbance that could be created by the ri val groups. 

During tJle guthcrings, the ntmlCrs discuss their callie breed. feed, crops and 

new ways of agriculture. They also discuss the provision of feeds for crops and fertili zers 

of high prices. The role of t\4afiks in the competitions was less prom inent. TIle decisions 

of the judges who were selected from di fferent groups were considered as finale because 

of non-in terference of the Maliks that reflects a clear change in village that has curtailed 

the influence and power of the tradit ional leaders. 

For the games. the rich fanners of the village domesticate the animals and 

expend much money on the ir food and grooming. According to a respondent. high 

energetic and nutri tious food was required for these an imals. T he races prove to be very 

interesting as far as fri ghtful. The· animals keep fi ghting for many hOllrs, dogs keeping 

thei r strong grips to the opponent dogs <l nd do not withdraw until the gmbbed dogs 

completel y perished or fled. The fighting was found very woeful scene. In the races. the 

judges Were selected from the rich farmers. The crown dog (wilmer dog) was so ld in 

lacks and purchased by the interested guest farmers and spectators who have interest in 

the dog tightillg. 

There was another very interesting competiti on of Quails, the fi ght continues 

to r hours till and these birds remain fighting each other till one's death. The game too 

carries a [m of prizes. This fanner rear the fowls, use the birds for fighting as gamboli ng 

which was seen JS a curse for the poor and down trodden villagers. Some times it creates 

broil to the extent of sever qunlTels which inflict each others lives. No doubt that was a 

worst SO I1 of activity and many of the villagers di scourage the game supported by the 
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Maliks that was the healthy sign for community, Hunting involves hawks (eagles) and 

hounds specially reared for hunting purposes. The hunting wus entirely carri ed out by 

infl uential kfaliks with help of lhelr tenanb that was not a sort of competition bUI was 

c:.mied out according to their interest. Dunng the proct:ss, they let their reared bOlmds 

(dogs) to catch and hUllt heirs and partridges, whi r.;h are consumed eagerly by the high 

caste /vla/iks. 

In all the activiti es, the influence and upper hano o f the Maliks was obvious but 

their liking or disliki ng not effect the decision making in the social act ivi ties like in races 

and in competitions unlike the previous times . 

4.1.5 Status of Maliks at exchanges 

The social s tatus of j\llaliks was little visible at di fferent exchanges and in small 

quarrels, where they hold their remnant monopol y. They witness the deals, agreements 

which prove to be weighty. The involved parties do not oppose tht! presence orMnliks in 

deals and agreements. 

11!1Clliks participate as special witness to certain important dea ls like tra nsfer of 

lands (approval o f mutation). mortgage. lease system and other att estation if he holds the 

seat of councilor (lama Dar, head man of village), Maliks also do attestation and police 

verification etc. Besides that if a certain deal was witnessed by the lVlali/.."s there left a 

very litt le chance to challenge it in the lower courts. People like to let (he /\I[alik 

participate in their matters as witness, because of weight o f kfaliks position. 

4.1.6 Exchanges and role of Maliks 

The rich land owners and people of other castes who were involved in education. 

Jobs or other activities. they find no time to CUITY out their agricultural activilies by 
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themselves, to save their lands from bareness, they offer their agricultural lands to the 

in leres ted MzaaraslTenants who could cultivate, the agriculnlral produce was distributed 

cquall y among the dealers accord ing to the agreen'lcnts between landowncrs and tCrtUIHS. 

In the way the agricultural land was toiled by the tenants and the land was properl y 

utilized and was saved from the erosion and bUtTenness. 

The village was basically a rain fed (baral1i) area and when there were less rains 

or scarcity of water due to climate change, produce become helpful. Many vi ll agers 

cultivate the land instead of ignoring the activity fo r water shortfall. while olher hand it 

over to the tenants for cultivation fo r getting some income. Thus both the sides have to 

reconcile just to save the land from bareness and to generate income. 

Some interesting types of local exchanges were observed in the village Hauar, 

participated by the k/aliks where their social status plays an important role thal could be 

judged minutely. 

4.1.7 Lease /Patta system 

In certam cases. the land owners give their lands to certain interested and potential 

tbmlers on lease system for a fixed period. A tixed amount was paid by lease ho lder. It 

was dependent on the will of the lease holder whatever crops he produces. he has to pay 

onl y tbe lease amount to the owner as decided between the both parties. Goats. sheep. 

Cows, buffalos, ox and even land were also exchanged. Most o f the Iv/aUk families give 

lheir land to the tenants on the lease/Patta system. 

4. 1.8 Mortgage/ Rehen System 

A land holder in the time o f need, mortgages the land tor a fixed amount. no 

produce of such land was given to the land owner. Whenever he pays hack the money, be 
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gets his mortgaged land back. All the procedure was documented and witnessed In 

presence of elders or intluential A!ja/ik, of the village. 

4. 1.9 Exchange of Animals! Bhatai 

The BluuailExchallge of animals was a very interesting activity relnted to 

exchange live stock Including cows, goats, sheep. buffalos and especially calf. Rajput and 

lower caste landowner who grow the genre of animals to the small and rented fanners 

share the animals on equal basis. Borh the lender as well as caretaker gets the benefits 

with the activity when the particular cattle were grown lip and produce their young ones. 

The process also helps to meet the requirement of fresh milk and meat fo r the area as well 

as surrounding areas as the butchers from di fferent parts purchase the cattle and provide 

meet fo r the urban and rural areas. After selling the livestock. the stakeholders distribute 

the money or animals including calf, cows. sheep, goats and buffalos. 

4.1.8.1 Case Study # 11 

Mr. Amjud, a native of the village sent his son abroad for employment. He was 

having no money to meet the travel and visa expenses, so he mortgaged his land 

measuring 35 canals for five lacks. With support of the money he fu lfilled all 

requirements and his son succeeded in securing job and senled abroad ailer few years. 

When he came back with a lot of dollars, hi s father was able to get back his mortgaged 

land atter paying the amount. In the process, there were certai n short comings that when 

the agreed tenns were not fulfilled the mortgaged land remainS wi th the other party 

torever, but in the case of taking back the 1110i1gaged land, he was charged with a heavy 

markup. 
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4.1.8.2 Case Study # 12 

A family told the researcher in an interview that they loaned a heavy industrial 

amount for establishment of poultry fann by pledging thelf land to the agricultural bank. 

fixing the bank installments for return of louns. The borrower not only failed to return the 

fixed installments at all , as a result, after five years he had to puy the loan along with 

heavy burden of mufti pie marks up which was not within his power to pay. 

Ultimatel y, the whole lands together with poultry raml structures as well fiS their 

other holdings were confiscated by the agricultural bank and aftelwards auctioned the 

whole property and recovered its dues. In the particular case, the bank autho riti es were 

also involved because of releasing loan over and above the value of the property 

mortgaged because by auctioni ng the property. they could not get the exact amount 

released as loan. In all the process, the i.nfluential /\flaliks never helped the person, whi le 

that was possible for tht:tn lo bail hin~ out of the who le situation. 

4.1.8.3 Case Study #13 

A migrated Kashmiri farmer Nazeer Hllssaill with the land of 40 canals applied 

for loan from agricultural bank in poultry sector. He utilized rhe money of loan very 

carefull y and judicially by construct ing rhe poultry structures (sheds) and other facilities 

for example water system. tube well, elecuicity and purchasing of feeds, chicks, and 

medicines. 

The fixed installments were paid regularly without any default befo re the due 

dates . He had no t only paid back the Joan with interest but also established his base in 

poultry farming in which he had successfu ll y flourished. 
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Witb the help of his business he also constructed graciolls house ror his famity. 

boost up hi s agro business and an·anged higher education for rus children who laler on 

inducted in respectable jobs, The case sludy highligh ted that how a poor fanner worked 

hard and progressed wilhout any help and guidance of upper cnste lv/aUks. 

4.2 Social "elatiollship of Maliks 

The People of Malik caste and of other lower castes have been engaged in 

matrimonial relations with one another. their relationships were quite frequent. The 

femu les from the lower castes were engaged with Matiks in matrimonial relations. a 

relevant case study has been given in the preceding lines: 

4.2.1 Case study # 14 

A Malik named U,."mer got mi.llTied with a lower caste girl (pottery maker's 

daughter). The marriage proved to be success ful and increased progeny of Malik who 

were well mannered and well educated. likewise a gi rl Ri=wcmQ 2 J year old was the 

daughter of a shoe maker. she was very beautiful having no qualificaLioll and was liked 

by A4alilc Farooq who was a yo ung man of 25 years of age employed in a bank and 

having higher qualification. The boy made his family agreed after some disagreements, 

accord ing to Rizwal1a that after certain problems they were malTied before 31 years back. 

They were living happy life with their::! sons and 3 daughters with peace and love but she 

was not liked by the wives of other /vlaliks . 

The groom 's Malik family extended due respect to their matrimonial relat ives, but 

on the other side, no girl from the I'I/alik caste was married to the lower caste that was not 

a healthy s ign of social linkages. It was [heir prestige and pride that they do not allow 

their daughters to get marry with the lower caste men. 
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4.3 Social Status of Malil,s and rich immigrants 

New immigrants who migrated to the vici nity of the village HaIfar, they 

purchased large scale of land and have buill thei r own speciolls houses, farm houses 

including li ve stock. dai ry and even ho tels. They have developed their own high s latus by 

purchasing the properties from Ilvfafiks. People were calling them as 1l,;la/iks being 

prosperolls and landlo rds wi tho lit knowmg their background. rt was observed that the 

natives of the village Houar address every wealthy person by the title of lV/aliks withollt 

knowing their exact caste only to pay respect to an influent ial person. 

4.3.1 Case study# 15 

Akmal who claimed to be lv/a/ik but he was a shoe maker of Talagang a nearb y 

Tehsil of Attock. He developed his business in Rawalpindi and utter having enough 

linance. he migrated to vi llage flattor where he purchased a very valuable land in the 

l:en tre of the vi ll age and built a gracious house, a fa rm house and a garden. He hired 

watch men and tenants to maintain his property. He used to come on weekends and spend 

his leisure time with' his famil y and friends at the village. He was equally respected with 

iV/aliks from ul1the lower castes of village allli even the Mciliks also give him respect. The 

factor of respect was limited to his non-invo lvement in politics because Malik do not like 

outs iders to indulge in the local politics. 

The factor of jealousy was felt among the local JI,IJaJiksas, they were afraid of 

lasing their prestige and political power by giving space to others . The migrants, indeed 

were the source of bringing prosperity among the local people as they invested huge 
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amounts for building rest(lurants and hotels, man· j(lge halls and Plazaz (IS their business 

bUI the development was also providing jobs, revenue and taxes to local the local people 

;)Jld to the \o(.;al government which was spent on lhe developmeot of the vi1Jage. 

4.3.2 Case study# 16 

A retired military officer, Colonel ShaMel from Pot/whar area established a 

graciolls m3lTiage hu ll ultogether with an open restaurant in the village Halwr. People 

from frtr and near used to come here and avai l the marriage oppOitunity and feast by 

paying a nominal amount of rupees 400 to 600 per head depending upon variety of 

dishes. 

The land of Samalla Marriage Hal! was purchased by colonel Sh{/hid from a local 

kfalik who by observ ing the progress of col. Shahid also lured to adopt the same course 

of action and built a very beautiful restaurant and named it Hallar Fish Poill but could 

not run it and rented it oul to an interested party for 60,000 per month with a huge 

advance but the involvement in hotel business became the weakness of the Maliks, they 

instead of financial problems continued to establ ish their res taurants and hotels in or 

outside the village being inspired by the Samana marriage hall constnlcted ;:md nUl by 

col. Shahid. 

89 



Chapter #5 

5.0 Relationship among the higher and lower castes 

The social change implies modifications in social s tmcturc, social relationships 

and social organizations. it results in new discoveries and inventions which affected 

man's occupations, work. professions, income. living standard, role and status and also 

implied alterations in behavioral patterns, va lue systems, nonnative orders, style and 

fact ion of thi ngs etc. in the community. Likewise. the social and cultural change has 

developed a congenial atmosphere in the village f1alfar. The CutTcnt changes have 

affected the relation~hips of the people of all castes ancl have strengthened the existing 

relationships. 

Relationship between different castes of the village Hallar were cordial and in all 

spheres o f life since long. They (l\;faiiks) share in son'Ows and happiness of one another. 

It was observed that Maliks give financial assistance to the poor people of the lower 

castes and hire the men of lower castes as their tenants and women as maids to perfonn 

lheir domestic chores and in retum kfaliks give them gTains annually after every 

harves ting along with cash money. The affluent Maliks of the village bear nil the 

expenses of funeral and malTiage ceremonies of the lower caste fami lies. In some 

occas ions. RajpIIls and Kashmiries will ingly and happily support the Maliks in the hour 

of need to mainta in thei r good relationshi p. 

5.1 Relationship during the elections 

During the election period, lvlaiiks pay visits to the voter of all castes in a place 

called Baithak (open drawing room). This enables them not only to get their consent in 

their favor but also make the lower castes of the vi!!age fee l pleasure and satisfaction. [11 
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the congenia l pol itical atmosphere a situation was maintained which seems free from 

local embroils and people of all lower castes discuss about the elections and candidates. 

The Mtlliks at local level try to keep aU castes integrated and to so lve the 

problems m local level. During the election campaign, the Maliks anange free food 

camps for the voters to get their favor and to mai ntai n an environment of peace and 

hannony among aU castes o f the village. lv/aUks pay respect to the people of different 

caSles keeping in view the progress of lower castes in the fields of education. bminess 

and politics. They pay respect to the educated people of lower castes who have attained 

social status by means of education, migration and better employment. 

5.2 Property related business 

A decade before property business fl ourished because the high pri ces of land. the 

people of poor families adopted the property business and earned huge amount out of it 

which ameliorated their social and economi cal condition and strengthened their sociill 

status by building houses and business centers. Due to the property boost, it was observed 

that certain hOllsing societies were established by some outsiders near the vil lage Hartar 

who advertised und lured the outsiders. Many people from the fo reign countries 

purchased plots in the announced societies. The property business provided an 

opportunity o f progress and prosperity not only to the inhabitants but to the peope of te 

slilTounding areas. , 

Many people came to buy plots as the housing schemes owners used to lure them 

in the name of speedy development and construction of a new airp0l1 bes ides the village 

and thus earned lot of amount by selling the plots almos t on 100% profit. 
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All outsiders who purchased land on higher prices alongside the road and dam 

area and constructed hotels and marriage hall s without the consent of the higher ranking 

Motiks, but lnsteud instigated them to follow their tbotsteps to gain more finance and 

social stahls in the village. 

5.3 Relationship between the lower and el ite class 

Tough the l1;/aliks pay much attention towards education of their children bur 

unfornmately the opportunities for females were quite limited and in only rare cases 

females of Malik caste were sent to university level education. On the other side both 

genders (males, females) of lower castes of the village continuously getting education. It 

was noticed that their female students were producing belter result than the male students. 

The chi ldren fi'om lower castes (weaver, shoe maker, barber) and the middle castes 

(Rajpllls, Kashmiries) were getting opportunities of education and their ratio was better 

thun the lv/aliks. Due to gett ing higher educati on the low caste male and fern ate members 

were working as teachers in the viltage schools. 

5.4 Multi-pl·ofessions 

The educated males of the upper casle (Maliks) who joined the government 

serv ices induding defense forces. teaching, and commissioned officers were the source 

of pride fo r the l\daliks cas te. The educated male members of the lower cas tes of the 

village have joined different professions which have strengthened their base of progress. 

The case studies number 2, 4 and 7 were relating to the progress of lower castes in the 

sector of education. 

In the recent pas t) the females of Malik fami lies after completing their education 

have joined the profession of medicine which has also added feather in caps of l\tfaliks. 
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But there was always other side of coin, with the help of attaining education. other castes 

have also attained specialization in teaching, medicine, engineering, sk ills and have 

camel! fuir positions. Furihcr they have attained equal respl.::ct ilnd status ill tilt! village 

that enable both the hi gher and lower C'lstes to maintain cordial relations. 

5.5 Matrimonial relationships 

Normally the Maliks prefer marriages within thei r own tribes. but in some cases 

they practice exogamous marriages , on the marital ceremonies huge amoum of money 

was expended in the shape of heavy dowry and man y dishes at Walim(( I'cast were 

offered. Higher caste /\llaliks give their daughters land and cattle in dowry as the Maliks 

were of the view that giving of agricultural land, buffalos and gants in dowry was the 

source of great respe.ct for the farni ly of the girl and prove surety ofsucccssflllness of the 

man'iage for the girl. They spend money lavishly on marriage ceremonies like MeJllldi. 

BClrar and Walima. Special singers were called to en tertain the guests. 

Marriages in lower castes were solemnized with songs and witli all celebrmions 

but wi th less expendi ture. The families do not hesitate to bO tTOW money by pledging their 

propel1 ies for the purpose to solemnize their celebrations. A large number of guests were 

invited for the Barm and Walima feasts. They spend less then the higher casles. They al so 

arrange all items of needs in dowry which include all household items. Being poor the 

lower castes do not give land and cattle to thei r daughters in dowry. 

The women folk sing songs in their local folk dialect and local musicians play 

drums and flute while other women also beat the drums. In the marriages of the Maliks 

the ceremonies re lated to mtllTiages that were lvlehndi, Bamf. Wafima were arranged with 

pump and show accompanied by local musicians with their musical instruments like 
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drums, (labia) , flute Bal/sri, Baja (Harmonium). Animals were slaughtered especially 

beef. loaf and }{a/va (sweet di sh) were served commonl y. The financiall y sound families 

arrange Walimlt or Baral feasts in the local SamclIICl Marriage hall, while other arrunge 

feast in the open places while the food was cooked by local cooks (Dlwbba). In the 

ceremonies. special arrangements were made for local dance (llIdO where relatives of 

bride and groom shower money upon the singers, dancers and on the special guests. The 

local musicians (Illirasi) eagerly look for such occasions as the ceremonies were the main 

source of income for them. 

The hyper gamy was observed in the village because sometimes widow of lv/a/iks 

caste married to a man of the lower caste. Women of Maliks were very arrogant with the 

people of other castes; they never visi t the lower caste ,people houses, whi le aged women 

of Jvtalik caste use to. visit the houses of other castes to butter the lower castes to get votes 

for their candidate. lv/alik women have been found more fashionable and modem than the 

women of other cas tes; they wear latest designed clothes, shoes and use modem cooking 

utensils. They do not wok in field s as the women of other ~astes help their men in the 

field s. 

5.5.1 Case study# 17 

An old woman Rashida. 65 years old belonged to barber caste run a shop in the 

centre of the vi llage, du ring un interview she told the researcher was running her shop 

since last 36 years when her husband passed away due to cancer, she remained alone with 

5 children (two girls and three boys). She decided to work and live an independent life 

. 
with to SUpp0l1 her children. She married both of her daughters. while her sons were 

working in a textile mill. 
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She further to ld that she was never discouraged by the upper caste Maliks or 

harassed by any other caste. During the interview at her shop. n young boy of a lower 

caste came and asked for Hlna (Mell1ldi), she put before the boy two types of Hillfl . and 

pointed one type of l-lina used by the Jv/alik women. The boy bought that type of Himl 

being the high pro tiled hina used by the high class women. The case shtdy shows that the 

relation among the lower and higher castes was very soft and favorable. 

5.5.2 Strength of social bindings in death ceremonies 

In death rituals almost every person of the village tries his best to palticipale in 

funeral (Janaza). After the funeral prayers a collective Fariha or pray was offered food 

was served to the guests as wel! as to the poor people. On the lhird day of the death KII! 

ritual was arranged and food was also served. 

Some of the families close the mourning within a weak of the demised person but 

there were certa in people who mourn tor the departed so ul right up to the completion of 

forty days. They arrange final ritual after forty days (Cheiziul1l. final mourning 

ceremony), food was served to all relatives, friends and guests. The higher caste Moliks 

distributes alms among the poor and needy people of the village and in that way the 

mourning ceremony was ended. In all slIch ceremonies people frol11 all castes of the 

village irrespective of their status pm1icipaie. 

5.5.3 Relationship among the higher and lower castes 

During the harvesting season people help one another 111 the fields. they 

arrange collective harvesting and expenditure of the whole harvesting was distributed 

among the fanners. The women of lower castes cook food (beef. ha/wa and loat) for the 

workers. In harvesting the male relatives and friends take part and help the fanners who 
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were entel1ained with food (chicken. Iwlwa lind rOll) So the famler does not hire the 

wage laborers because all of the farmers of lower castes help each another in harvesting. 

The food serving in Imrvesting of CI'O p S incn;:ases the respect for the guest . 
workers. Latest technology and techniques werc Llsed in harvesti ng but main labor was of 

relatives and friends. It WItS observed that two decades ago there was no use of machme 

and technology in the village, the big fanners use to sell fann produce by sel ling in the 

market soon after it was gathered. Middle cnste farmers sell their surp lus grains in the 

market to meet their annual expenses for sowing seeds, fertilizers. harvesting and the 

expenses of pest icides for the crops. 

5.5.4 Relationship fo r developmental schemes 

In the last two decades, the developmental schemes of water supply, SlIi 

northern gas, and construction of dam were completed under the i'nfluence of the Maliks 

of the village. Now'with educat ion, migration and economic boost of lower Castes Lhe 

hegel1H)ny o f Mali/a bas considerably decreased. People of lower castes were 

pmticipating in developmental schemes like opening of schools. morkcts, community 

college. cable, a.nd opening of restaurants. There have been seen some irrekJtllarities when 

some landlords intervened the scheme as the natives desire thm some of the 

developmental projects needed to be completed on groum! mstead of showlllg 111 the 

papers onl y. 

Some of the successful projects were rhe result of people' s unity such as the 

gas project. water supply and basic health units that were the living examples of the 

progress in the village ilnd a source o f rel ief tor the village people. Su i gas project was 

successfu lly completed in 2007. before that the people use fire woods thm was stopped 
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dm: to availability of gas and as 11 resull cutting of trees was stopped which were the 

source of healthy environment and greenery in the vi\!age Hattar. Sui gas project 11<IS 

changed their li fe style to an extent that the people do nut wastl: lime in col lecting fire 

woods and now utili ze the time in other household chores. 

S.S.s Relationship during the fa irs a nd Urs 

The people of the lower and higher cas tes of the village Hat/ar believe in 

sainthood (Sufism) . As in the vicinity of the village there were fou r tombs of saints. Late 

Saaeell Noo,. Khan was widely known and respected not only in [he village HallaI' but 

even out s ide of the village. Another saint [ate Shah lsmael was also very famous saint of 

the village. Late Peer Karam Shah known as Jugi WaN Peer (Kadria school of 'hol/gh') 

was also very famous, his descendant Peer was very famous for contemporary 

supernatural powers. 

The arrangement of food (Lallgar) was arranged for all guests. Rich famlers bring 

sacrific ial animals as offerings and for seeking bless ings of Allah through sa ints. Some 

religious erudite scholars add ress the gatherings in VI's. One major common aspect of 

higher and lower cnste W.IS that they all fo llow the Hw!/ia (Brai/via school 0/ tllOlighO. 

During the tield work problem of sectarianism hus not been observed in the vill age 

Hattar. The most prominent Kawals Sher ,.Iii and A1ell,. Ali (holy song enchanters) pay 

thei r visits and sing the Qwalis (holy songs) befo~e the aud ience of Urses. 

The above mentioned detail shows the mutual re lationsh ip among the castes as the 

political , socin\ and religious activities have integrated al l the castes of the vil1 ;.tge. The 

developmenta l projects like housing schemes, restaurants near the Shall PilI' Dam were 

creating socw.l. econ~)]ni c and politica l activities in the area. 
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Chapter # 6 

6.0 Summary and conclusion 

The people of the vi llage Hattar were politically awaked due to the growth of 

education level , media. migration and economic activities while the political will was of 

an independent nature as observed by the researcher during his s tay in the village. 

The educated people of the lower custes have played an important ro le in 

competing with the fcudallords in the fie lds of educat ion and economy. The socia l status 

of MaLiks was observed in local exchanges. local ritllni s. ceremonies and celebrations 

where there role was dominant and they were respect by the people of other castes. but 

there was a shi ft observed due to intensiti cat ion of education and media thut as per the 

past practi ces people refrained to involve them Ln theil' private affai rs. 

In the prt:vio LLs decades the higher caste AI/aliks were all in all in supporting the 

politicaJ pat1ies for thei r own vested interests. Due to political aW<lrencss nnd increase in 

education, people caSt their vote to select the canJiJate of their choice who CQulJ b~ able 

(0 llnderstand their problems., rn the kist local govemment elections o f 200 I and 2005. the 

counci lors were elected from lower castes (weaver. shoe maker, cock! dhaba ), while 

Naz ims and "aib Na=ims were selected from among the Malik castes that created an 

atmosphere of competit ion and curtailed the hegemony of the landlord lv/ames in the 

village HallaI'. 

The people of the vi llage HallaI' collectively support their candidates in elect ions 

withollt any restriction or tlu'eat by the upper cas te as no act of violence was reponed 

during the election campmgn. With the amalgamation of all castes into a united group of 

people without the supt::riority and inferiority of lat made the people of Hattar capable of 
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participating in social, deve lopment and political activities together that has resulted in 

the completion of many developmenta l projects ofpllblic interest. 

Due to political awareness, economic boost and education facilities has created a 

trend of progress and development while the village was al ready enjoying the social 

amenities needed fo r a better li fe like gas, electricity, link roads. telephone) cable and 

communication system. At the local level, means of communication, building of small 

link roads increased with the growing demand of the people due to inc reasing economic 

activ ities in the village, the easy excess was made possible by the construction of link 

roads from fanns to the markets that fu rther strengthen the socia-economic conditions of 

the people. According to a respondent: 

"Nearly aile decade ago, a .fctrlller has to Jace a lOl of hardships and 

difficulties in carlyiflg its produce from farm to market ill the absellce of 

lillk roads. They used to carry their produce like green fodder, POUlflY, 

daily sliPply, grains (md vegetables, either 0 11 the donkey carts or Oil tlleir 

heads. Now.wilh the availability oj roads alld lrctllsporr facilities lhe 

farmers /(Ike their produc(FlO lite markets promptiy ". 

The developmental projects and construct ion of link roads have helped to boost 

up the economy. The vegetables. fruits and grains were supplied to the nearby city of 

Atrock and to the twin cities Rawalpindi alld Islamabad. The certain impediments like 

electricity load shedding and sky to uching prices of gas and gasol ine were causing 

hardships and anxiety among the people of the village HallaI', whi le the law and order 

si tuation was contro lled by local po lice observed very act ive and trustworthy. 
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As far as the local body elections of the village were concemed, due to the strong 

uphold of the Maliks the candidates were selected without any contest as observed in 

eledions of 2001 and 2005, but with the changes in socio~po liti cal atlUosph!.!re, it wus 

possible to contest and win the elections by the candidates of lower caste groups as it was 

not possible in tbe past despite the existing int1uencc of the /vla/iks. 

During the elections, lower castes groups arrange continuous interactions with 

the people of the village to seek their support for their candidates, the frequent 

communication with the people resulted in their success in local govemment electiolls of 

2001 and 2005 where Nazims were elected ii'om the higher caste kfa/il(s and councilors 

from the lower caSles groups. 

Due to lhe heavy population of 4774 persons, the vi ll age has great vote strength to 

makc a candidate successful. According to a literate respondent: 

"{n lhe past 1/(/[ional level elections the village has played cil/cia! role ill 

the success alld defeat of lite candidale becCluse ofils VOle s trellgth ". 

The village has very decisive role upon its vote strength. during the elections process at 

the time of calcula.tion of votes , all calldidates keep a close eye on the result 

announcement from the locality. 

The vi llage has <111 facil ities like gas, electricity, link roads and water supply 

scheme because of its vote strength in loca l, provincial and national level elections. 

6.1 Changed power. structure 

Through the changmg agents of education, economic and migrat ion. the vi llage 

has progressed in all the spheres, the socia-economic condition of people has been 

unproved and ameliorated. Due to general awareness and interest in politics, the feudal 
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political tradition has been changed Into a democratic system. Members of lower castes 

of the village Hatrar achieved success to education, economy and political awareness. 

Bm there were certain reasons beyond the social status I)f Jlt/uliks in the vi llage: tirstly the 

close links of Maliks with different prominent political groups of national and provisional 

level, secondly, the Maliks have acquaintance with the officials at Tells il , Distlicl and 

Provisional level. thirdly the 1vfaliks have mol'c land than the other castes of the village. 

tourthly, many lower castes support the lWaliks in elections to win the elections there tore, 

the importance of lvfaliks was not like that of the previous times. The awareness in all 

sectors has made all the lower castes confident. capable and conscious with their rights. 

The awareness through electronic media and print media has made them aware about 

taking part in the politics fo r hav ing lJccess to the cOITidol's of power for their 

development and prosperity. while the education and econom ic setbacks have made the 

J'v/aliks less vio lent and curtailed their hegemony, On the other hand purchasing of large 

scale land by the new attained more respect among the rich farmers o f the vi llage and 

estab lished their relations with the government officia ls at Tehsil and District Il;;vd. 

Through the intlucnce of electronic and print media. the people of lower castes have 

progressed in education and economic sectors. 

The involvement of Maliks has been found m1l11mUm in settling down local 

disputes like land disputes. sale deals, matrimonial problems and local quarrels of lower 

castes due to functioning of the Arbitrary Counci l that has taken over the role of 

arb Itrator and mediator. but the position of the llt/aliks as witness in local exchanges was 

valued by the lower castes of the village because of thei r generosity and social position us 

cIders. 
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The new comers purchased land with the help or local property dealers who 

earned heavy commission with the support of the Maliks. and developed themselves by 

investing in restaurant business. mUiTiage hail and fish points near the SlIall Pur dam of 

vi ll age. The development in the village shows the Icast hold of the lv/aliks, while the 

owners earned huge money and provided opportunity of earnings not onl y for the 

villagers but the people o f stmounding communities. 

The social and cultural values of the people of the vi llage HallaI' were very 

strong, they participate in all fairs and V I'S arranged collectively by the natives with 

religious fervor to strengthen their mutua l relations. 

The law and order sinlution of the village was better that was controlled by the 

police presence on the main G.T road stationed in a Tllal1a. The village has been 

developed til edl.lcation, social, cultural , political and economic sectors. The provision of 

basic necessities of life and the awareness of people the village shows 3 picture ill which 

the ro le of feudal has been minimized. 
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Appendix 

The researcher arranged 43 stnlctured interviews. 50 questionnaires and nearly 

150 unstructured interviews. distributed 120 soclo~econom i c census survey i"onns by 

inclusion of so many columns to get more than sufficient datn. During the structured and 

unstructured interviews. [he researcher emphasized 011 the changing agents UlOse altered 

the phenomenon of power structure in the village Hattar. 

Qucstionairc: 

I. Mali ks are years back d ders of village? 

2. Maliks are the only cast which had control over village people? 

J. Maliks arc now pol itical elders? 

4. Do the Maliks have upper social status? 

5. Do other casts participate in the rifuals ofMaliks? 

6. Are there cases off·Iyper gamy among lower casts? 

7. Are there cases of Exogamy? 

8. Is there suicl rule of endogamy? 

9. Do tbe peoples of other casls work os tenants ofMaliks'? 

10. Maliks are more educated people orthe village? 

I! . Does the higher education exist in lower casts or among immigrants? 

12. Have the Maliks social pressure above the decisions other casts? 

13. Arc the people of lower casts free to choose occupation of their own choice? 

14. Do the peopl e of lower casts beg permissions before migration? 

15. Is there new settlement of immigrants or outsiders? 
, 

16. Can the people of lower casts buy place of thei r own choice in the village? 

17. Can the people lower casts choose men of their own choice in the elect ions? 

18. Do the Maliks have upper hand in land owner ship? 

19. Are there cases that people oflower casts have upper hand in land ownership? 

20. Have some fami lies of Maliks migrated towards cities'? 

11. Are the women of lower casts work III the houses of Maliks? 

12. Are the Maliks using the motor cars fo r travel? 
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23. Do people of lower casts have thei r own motor cars? 

24, Do the people of lower casts can sell their land to an outs ider without pennission 

ofMaliks? 

25. Do the people of lower casts can start a new occupation wi thout the permission of 

Maliks? 

26. Can the people of lower casts left their old occupation without permission of 

Maliks? 

27. Do the people of village have Panchaiti system? 

28 . Is there increment in literacy rate of the village in this decade? 

29. Is there women empowennent in the vi ll age and in which ways they are free? 

30. How many families of Maliks migrated towards cilies? 

31. Which are the main occupations of the Maliks? 

32. Do the Malik,s participate in the rituals of lower casts? 

33. What are other occupations of the women of the village except agriculture? 

34. Are the Maliks women are more proud of their social status than their men? 

35 . What types of health facilities the villagers possess? 

36. 'What are the main casts of the village (Maliks, Mochi . Marasi , Masali, Joiaha, 

and Moh3jirs)? 

37. Do the people of village Hattar give educarion priority to other local tmditional 

occupations? 

38. Do they have positive thinking? 

39. Do you tind the mind of village people is towards development or towards old 

traditional thoughts and acts? 

40. What type of drainage and sewerage system you find in the village? 

41. Are the villages streets are paved or unpaved? 

42. Is the village,graveyard is cast division? 

43, Are there separate mosques of casts in the village Hattar? 

44, Is the specia l prayer Le. ofEid is offered in separate mosques? 

45. Do the people have awareness of modern technology? 

46. Did the education have improved the life style of the vi.1l age people? 

47. Are there changes in adaptation of new food stuff? 
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48. Do the people believe in mysticism and Sufism? 

49. Are there ethnic groups in the village? 

50. Is there gift exchange in the village? 

Gloassary 

During the field work many new local words came to the knowledge of the 

researcher that have been mentioned in the below table: 

Sr.No Words Meanings 

1 Muhajir Immigrants 

2 W asniq Living in the same village for many years 

3 Zahin Intelligent 

4 Marasi Musicion 

5 Kammi Tenants 

6 . Tor-tarikay W ays ofl iving 

7 Malyar One who grow vegetables 

8 Qazi Religious guide 

9 Mashki Water carrier 

10 Adda Stop of the village 

11 Madrassa Seminary 

12 Meen Rain 

13 Rashk To envy 

14 Kund zehn Not intelligent 

15 Vatki Old wom an 

16 Vatka Old man 

17 Nada · Young boy 

18 Nadi Young girl 

19 Dangar Cattle 
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Sr.# 

1 
2 
-. 
.J 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

Table, DATA ABOUT GOVERNMENT BOYS mGH SCHOOL HATTAR 

Years Class 6th Class 7th Class 8th Class 9th Class 10th Total Total Grand Pass Drop Total 
Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops pass drop total 0/0 % 0/0 

1990 32 11 . 25 7 39 9 31 8 29 8 156 43 199 78.39 21.60 99.99 
1991 39 9 29 3 35 5 35 6 32 4 170 27 167 86.29 13 .70 99.99 
1992 40 7 35 5 29 7 29 5 28 5 161 29 190 84.73 15.26 99.99 
1993 47 12 39 7 32 4 31 3 35 6 196 32 228 85.96 14.03 99.99 
1994 45 9 35 9 38 6 28 4 31 7 177 35 212 83.49 16.50 99.99 
1995 51 11 32 4 35 9 32 6 33 8 183 38 221 82.80 17.19 99.99 
1996 55 9 42 3 31 4 35 3 38 7 201 26 227 88.54 11.45 99.99 
1997 58 14 45 5 32 5 41 4 41 6 217 34 25 1 86.45 13.54 99.99 
1998 52 8 51 7 35 6 45 5 42 5 225 31 256 87.89 12.10 99.91 
1999 57 l 12 57 4 38 9 48 8 47 4 247 37 284 86.97 13.02 99.99 
2000 59 9 61 6 · 36 5 47 6 48 6 251 32 283 88.69 11.30 99.99 
2001 62 5 65 3 41 7 51 4 41 3 260 22 282 92.19 7.80 99.99 
2002 59 6 69 5 43 4 55 5 43 4 269 24 293 91.80 8.19 99.99 
2003 57 9 71 4 39 6 57 2 49 7 273 28 301 90.69 9.30 99.81 
2004 61 4 75 5 42 3 52 4 42 6 272 22 294 92.51 7.48 100.27 
2005 65 7 69 3 45 5 55 6 51 3 285 24 309 92.23 7.76 99.99 
2006 63 9 71 4 47 4 56 3 49 2 286 20 306 93.46 6.53 99.99 
2007 59 5 62 6 51 7 47 5 41 4 260 27 287 90.59 6.64 99.99 
2008 53 3 59 4 55 5 52 4 48 3 267 19 286 93.85 9.40 100.49 
2009 51 2 57 7 47 6 57 3 51 4 263 22 285 92.28 7.69 99.97 
2010 54 4 61 5 51 4 58 3 50 2 274 18 292 ~.83 6.16 99.99 _ .. . - -

Here the table about data of boys' high school of village Hattar shows the educational out put the village. Figures of passed 
students represent the educated society and a society which likes change and modifications. Two decades ago Drop out rate of 
students was half of the enrolled students. In last decade because of need of new educational policy the rations of students increased 
and drop out ration was also controlled. Ration of students ' enrollments has also increased because of free education policy, entry of 
qualified teachers and rule of merit. Now the students of village compete at district level and in board examinations of Matriculation. 
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Sr.# 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
l3 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

Table, DATA ABOUT GOVERNMENT GIRLS IDGH SCHOOL HATTAR 

Years Class 6th Class in Class stn Class 9th Class 10th Total Total Grand Pass Drop Total 
Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops pass drop total % % % 

1990 25 5 29 4 22 7 76 16 92 82.60 17.39 99.99 
1991 35 7 32 7 29 3 94 17 113 84.95 15.04 99.99 
1992 36 5 31 3 30 6 97 14 111 87.38 12.61 99.99 
1993 41 6 39 4 31 4 111 14 125 88.8 11.2 100 
1994 39 7 28 2 29 5 

". 
96 14 110 83.47 12.7 96.17 

1995 42 4 41 4 32 8 115 16 131 87.78 12.21 99.99 
1996 47 3 39 5 39 4 125 12 137 91.24 8.75 99.99 
1997 41 5 31 4 29 5 101 14 115 87.82 12.17 99.99 
1998 40 7 37 3 35 8 112 18 130 86.15 l3 .84 99.91 
1999 49 5 32 5 31 5 112 5 117 95.72 14.27 99.99 
2000 48 6 44 7 41 8 l33 18 151 88.07 11.92 100.62 
2001 41 4 49 4 45 5 29 6 25 4 189 26 215 87.90 12.09 99.99 
2002 39 2 42 3 48 5 31 4 20 3 180 16 196 91.83 8.16 99.99 
2003 42 5 49 5 49 8 39 5 31 6 210 26 236 88.98 11.01 99.81 
2004 49 3 41 2 41 4 35 3 42 3 208 15 223 93.27 6.72 100.27 
2005 51 4 44 3 32 5 31 4 35 4 193 22 215 89.76 10.23 99.99 
2006 55 3 49 5 41 6 35 2 41 7 221 23 244 90.57 9.42 99.99 
2007 48 4 51 4 52 5 40 3 37 2 228 18 246 92.68 7.31 99.99 
2008 55 6 49 5 48 4 45 5 40 3 237 23 260 91.15 8.84 109.99 
2009 5.1 3 48 3 51 4 46 4 42 1 238 15 253 94.07 5.92 99.99 
2010 54 4 55 4 50 3 49 5 44 2 252 18 270 93.33 6.66 99.99 

- - - - - - -

Here table shows the ration of female education in the village high school for girls and represents the interest of females towards 
education. As compare to boys education ration the girls are not behind them. The figures shows that enrollment of girls in school are 
satisfactory. Satisfactory ration of girls' enrollment in the school and less drop out show the interest of the females towards education. 
According to the teachers and students the Good enrollment ration and satisfactory results are because of new policy of the provision 
free of cost education and qualified teachers and further the changing of temperament of parents that they send their girls to schools. 
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Table, DATA ABOUT COMMUNITY COLLEGE GOR GIRLS. 

Sr.# Years 1~1 Year 2na Year 3ra Year 4rth Year Total Total Grand Pass Drop Any 
Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops Total Drops pass drop total % % Distinguish 

1 2002 6 1 5 1 4 4 19 2 21 90.47 9.52 
2 2003 10 2 8 1 7 7 32 3 35 91.42 8.57 Ambreen 
3 2004 14 1 13 1 12 12 51 2 53 96.22 2.56 
4 2005 22 3 19 4 15 15 71 7 78 91.02 8.97 Maria 
5 2006 25 3 22 3 19 17 85 6 91 93.40 6.59 
6 2007 27 2 25 1 24 2 24 10 98 15 113 86.72 13 .27 Sabahat 
7 2008 35 4 31 2 29 4 29 7 120 17 137 87.59 12.40 
8 2009 42 1 41 1 40 3 39 11 124 16 140 88.57 11.42 
9 2010 39 3 36 " 33 1 33 13 140 20 160 87.5 12.5 .) 

The residences of the village Hattar are two kilo meter away from its stop at the main road and nearly one decade ago the girls 
interested in education used to travel towards nearby cities (Fateh lang, Rawalpindi) for Intermediate and Degree classes. Most part of 
their day might be passed in traveling. In start oflast decade classes for intermediate were started and girls of the village took sigh of 
relief. 

Data of enrollment shows the interest of females in higher education. During interviewing the students of community college 
mentioned the following pleasures while studying. 

• While studying in their village they feel secure. 
• They can compete in Board and University examinations. 
• They can study at very little tuition fee of community college. 
• They save a major part of the day, not wasting major part of the day in travel for education. 
• While studying in the village they can increase the female education ration of the village. 
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Plate # 1. G.T road of village Hattar. 

Plate # 2. Entrance Road of the vi ll age. 

Plate # 3. Mosque far from the residences. 



Plate # 4& 5. Availabil ity of water in the village. On the page # 30, life style of people can be 

judged here. 

Plate # 6. Kaeha houses in the village. In vi ll age profile the unpaved houses ean be seen 
here. 



Plate # 7. Paved / Paka Houses. In village profile the paved houses can be seen here with simple 
liFe style. 

Plate # 8. Agricultural land of the village. 

Plate # 9. Fertile land near dam of the village. 



Plale # 10. Agricultural produce orthe people. 

Plale # II. Dairy fanns in the village. 



Plate # 12 & 13 .. Sources of water in the village. 

Plate tl I4 & 15. Outside views of the famous tombs ofth~ village. 



Plate # 16. Health care centre in the village. 

Plate # 17. New developments near the dam of village Hattr. 

Plate # 18. Patrolling police station of the vi llage Hattar. 
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