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Abstract 

The purpose of thi s st ud y is to find the perception of citi zenship among Paki stani yo uth . The 

research was conducted in Rawal Town, Islamabad. It "vas ass umed that the Pakistani yo uth have 

little awareness abo ut their status of citizen. The methodology use is qualitative and quantitative. 

Twenty tive in-depth interviews ,vere conducted form yo uth between the ages 18 to 25 of years. 

There ,ve re cond ucted two Focus Group Di sc uss ions to cross check the data. The study revea ls 

the 10\11' level of awareness among yo uth abo ut the concept of citizenship. Paki stani yo uth are 

familiar with the "words" of duties and ri ghts. HO\vever they have little awareness abo ut the rea l 

implementat ions of their rights and duties at domestic and state leve l. Civics stud ies have a vital 

rol e for citi zenship awareness, but youth had not heard the name of this subject. Thi s study also 

reveals that at present yo uth are disappointed by the role of government for providing them their 

soc ial, economic, political and reli gious ri ghts. In Pakistan every youth member acq uires more 

than one identity, ,·vhich leads towards identity crisis. Because of thi s heterogeneo us culture the 

nation identity of masses i.e Paki stani is being affected. Corruption , nepoti sm, injusti ce, 

inequality, worst law and order, intolerance and etc have influenced their patriotic behavior. 

On ly ~8 percent of the respondents were proud on being a Pakistani and there were onl y 10 

percent of the respondents who affi rmed to sacrifice the ir life for Pakistan. Primari ly it is 

citizenshi p awareness that gives orientation to an individual about hi s or her duties and ri ghts. 

Duties and ri ghts are interdependent. Government is responsible for thi s mess. Government 

should take appropriate meas ures to promote the citizenship awareness. In order to inculcate 

these characteristics there is a dire need to overhau l the education system, primary as we ll as 

secondary. It will enable Paki stani youth to perform their actual rol e as a ci ti zen. 

III 



1.1 The Background 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

1.3 Conceptual Frame-work 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

1.5 Objectives of the Study 

1.6 Literature Review 

1.7 Research Methodology 

1.7.1 Rapport Building 

1.7.2 Key Informants 

1.7.3 Participant Observation 

Table of Contents 

Chapter No. 1 
Introduction 

1.7.4 Focus Group Discussion (FGD) 

1.7.5 Informal Discussion 

1.7.6 Snow Ball and Purposive Sampling 

1.7.7 In-depth Interviews 

1.7.8 Interview Guide 

.7.9 Socio-economic Survey Form 

1.8 Locale 

2.1 Islamabad 

2.2 Rawal Town 

2.3 Ethnic Groups 

Chapter No.2 
Area Prof'Ile 

Page No. 

01 

03 

04 

05 

05 

06 

24 

24 

25 

25 

25 

26 

26 

27 

27 

28 

28 

29 

31 

32 



2.4 Social Organization 

2.5 Household Structure 

2.6 Education 

2.7 Economy 

2.8 Employment and Unemployment 

2.9 Occupation 

Chapter No.3 
Awareness about Citizenship and a Good Citizen 

3.1 Citizenship 

3.2 Characteristic of a Good Citizen 

3.2.1 Youth and Citizenship 

3.2.2 Qualities of Good Citizen among Respondents 

3.3 Rights of a Citizen 

3.3.1 Youth's Access to Rights 

3.4 Role of Citizen at National Level 

3.5 Responsibilities of a Good Citizen 

3.5.1 Situation of Country and Youth's Responsibilities 

3.6 Rights of a Citizen at Domestic Level 

3.6.1 Role of Youth in Domestic Affairs 

3.7 Responsible for Fulfilling Rights 

3.7.1 Hurdles for Providing Rights to Youth 

3.8 Opinion about Freedom of Expression 

3.8.1 Freedom of Expression at Micro Level 

3.8.2 Freedom of Expression at Macro Level 

3.8.3 Respect of Opinion 

3.8.4 Youth and Freedom of Expression 

3.8.5 Effect of Freedom of Expression 

33 

33 

34 

36 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

53 

54 

ii 



3.9 Awareness about Rights and Duties 

3.10 Education of Respondents 

3.10.1 Benefits of Schooling 

3.10.2 Impact ofInformal Education on a Citizen 

3.11 Current Education System and Citizenship Awareness 

3.12 Effectiveness of Educational System for Citizenship Awareness 

3.13 Role of Teacher 

3.13.1 Recommendations for Teachers by Citizens 

3.14 Role of Parents 

3.15 Current Syllabus and Citizenship Behavior 

3.16 Awareness about 'Civics Studies' 

3.16.1 Reasons to Elect 'Civics Studies' 

3.16.2 Importance of 'Civics Studies' 

3.16.3 Tools for Shaping Citizenship Behavior 

3.16.4 Sources of Citizenship Awareness 

Chapter No. 4 
'On' Identity and Participation in Politics 

4.1 Interest in Politics 

4.2 Participation of Youth in Politics 

4.2.1 Political Discussion of Youth 

4.3 Local Political Institutions 

4.3.1 Association of Local Political Institutions 

4.3.2 Effective Institution for Justice 

4.4 Youth and Local Political Institution 

4.5 Importance of Vote 

4.6 Role of Education for Awareness of Politics 

4.7 Group Activities of Youth 

54 

54 

55 

57 

57 

58 

58 

59 

59 

60 

61 

62 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

68 

69 

70 

72 

72 

73 

iii 



4.8 Holding the Power 

4.9 Perception about Identity 

4.9.1 Mother Tongue and Identity 

4.9.2 Caste and Class System 

4.9.3 Identity and Caste 

4.10 Multiple Identities 

4.11 Ethno-nationalism and Identity 

4.11 .1 Identity in Islamabad 

4.12 Concept ofIdentity Abroad 

4.13 Concealing Identity 

4.14 Youth and Satisfaction 

4.14.1 Satisfaction over Rights 

4.14.2 Satisfaction over Duties 

4.14.3 Public Policies 

4.14.4 Political Situation 

4.15 Patriotism 

Chapter No. 5 

Conclusion 

Conclusion 

Bibliography 

Interview Guide 

List of Tables 

74 

75 

75 

76 

77 

78 

78 

79 

80 

80 

81 

81 

83 

83 

84 

85 

87 

92 

95 

Table No 2. 1 Level of Education of Residents of Locale 35 

Table No. 2.2 Employment and Unemployment 36 

Table NO. 3.1 Perception of Respondents about Characteristics of a Good Citizen 40 

Table No. 3.2 Rights of a Citizen via Priority 42 

iv 



Table No.3 .3 Level of satisfaction of Youth about Access to Rights 

Table No. 3.4 Responsible for Fulfilling Rights to Citizens 

Table No. 3.5 Types of Hurdles for Providing Rights to Youth 

Table No. 3.6 Freedom of Expression of Youth in Society 

Table No 3.7 Education ofthe Respondents and Category ofInstitutions 

Table No 3.8 Level of Education of Respondents 

Table No. 3.9 Perception of Respondents about Benefits of School 

Table No. 3.1 0 Awareness about 'Civics Studies' 

Table No. 3.11 Opinion of Respondents about Importance of 'Civics Studies ' 

Table No. 4.1 : Political Affiliation of Pakistani Youth 

Table No. 4.2 Association of Local Political Institution i.e Panchyat or Jirga 

Table No. 4.3 Perception of Respondents about Power Holders 

Table No. 4.4 Youth's Level of Patriotism 

Table No. 4.5 Proud on being Pakistani 

Map No. 2.1 Map of Islamabad 

Map No. 2.2 Map ofRawal Town 

List of Maps 

43 

48 

49 

51 

55 

55 

56 

61 

62 

67 

68 

74 

85 

85 

30 

32 

v 



1.1 The Background 

Chapter No.1 

Intt'oduction 

In most of the post-i nd ustrial colonial states, known as T hi rd Wo rl d, ethni c. rac ia l and reg iona l 

identiti es co ntinued fl ouri shing to res ist assi mil at io n into a ho mogeni zed "Nati ona l" c ul ture. 

Pa ki stan is also the example of thi s kind of case. Pa ki stan emerged in 1947, and 64 yea rs have 

passed s ince the crea ti on of Paki stan, but during thi s period nati ona li st movement s started to 

f racture Paki stan's Nati ona l identity among youth . In th e res ult of these movements inc luded 

separati on of Bang ladesh f rom Paki stan, G reat Liberate Baluch/sfan, the NWFP Pashfun 's 

c la imed an autonomous Pashfllnkhwa and Sindhies demanded fo r a 'Sindhudesh ./ . At present the 

,,,'ariki movement fo r 'Sarikisfan ,] and the demand of peo ple of Hazara3 fo r sepa rate province, 

a re in progress. Although government has announced ' Gi/g if B i/fisfan' as fifth prov ince. it is no t 

recogni zed by the co nstituti on. Apa rt fro m a ll of these the Urdu speaking i.e mi grants a re 

demanding fo r the ir sepa rate prov ince and do not want to recogni ze federa l gove rnment of 

Pak istan. The masses of the state do not accept Urdu as a national language. To thi s day ethnic­

nationa list movements remain strong in various parts of the country . This critical sit uat ion shows 

that state has a lways been snubbing the ri ghts of the masses and in resu lt such movements have 

a lways been emerging. 

During the 64 years of independence Pa ki stan has suffe red from po liti ca l instability. Va ri ous 

po liti cal and socia l movements sta rted that directl y had an impact on the ideology of peopl e 

I Sindhl/desh is literall y Si ndhi wo rd meaning 'S indhi Country' is a concept fl oated for the creati on of a Sindhi state, 
whi ch wo uld either be independent from, or autonomous within Pakistan . A Sindhi li terary movement emerged in 
1967 in oppos iti on to the One Unit po l icy, the impos ition of Urdu by the central government and to the presence of a 
lC\rge number of Mohajir ( Indian Muslim refugees) settl ed in their province. The movement fo r Sindh i language and 
identity drew inspirati on fro m the Benga li language movement. 

C Saraiki nati onali st movement refers to the efforts to establish a co ll ecti ve identity for the Sa raiki lingui sti c group in 
the Punj ab prov ince of Pakistan and to secure an offi cial status fo r the language. Saraiki Nationali st movement 
started in 1960. 

, Haza ra Nationali sts are Hindko Speaking. These Nat ionali st also wa nt a separate provi nce on the bas is o f" 
ad mini stra ti on. This movement is ac ti ve in Haza ra Division i.e Abbottabad and adjacent areas . 
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about citi zenship . Field Marsha l-law Ayo ub Khan's slogan was economic revo lution through 

industri alization and green revo lution. but due to the Indo-Pak war of 1965 the econom ic 

progress of Paki stan was destroyed. During thi s period yo uth 's response towards patrioti sm was 

hi gh. Zulfqar Ali Bhutto gave the mot10 of Islami c Sociali sm.J. Hi s government was di sso lved by 

a dictator. The process of democracy was halted for more then a decade. General Zia-ul-Haq 

brought than the concept of Islamization 5
. During this period, Pakistan was bestowed with 

foreign aid in form of debt. All of thi s aid was utili zed in Jihad aga inst Soviet Union and the 

impl ementat ion of Islam in Paki stan . The yo uth were neglected and mi sled . Then the process or 

democracy partl y started, but governments kept on changing without compl eting their 

co nstitutional period . From 1988 to 1999 four governments changed. Thi s was thr go lden period 

to give masses reli ef. progress and to work on public policies. Another dictator General Pervva iz 

Musharaf rul ed the county for another ten yea rs. He came on board with the idea of Enli ghten 

Mode rni zation. During the Mushaffa r's era the issue of war aga inst terror was rai sed up. The 

ideology of the masses was pol ished in Zia 's era in favo r of .J ihad. but thi s was totall y against the 

ex~sting ideo logy of masses. The 111 0st important issue was that none of the policir'> for socio­

economic and politi ca l development was continued by the succeeding government. 

The political instability and ethno-nationalist movements gav~ bilth to ethnicit), nepotism, 

corruption, inequality, bribe, intolerance and violence along with many other soc ial ev il s. 

Although such problems have ex isted from the creation of Pakistan to till now. at present all of 

the socia l ev il s are at their peak. The country is in debt from head to toe. We got rid of 

imperiali sm, but now we are pass ing through econom ic- imperiali sm and we are being dictated by 

the super power. The sovereignty of the country is being challenged and in such a criti cal 

-l Islam ic soc ia li sm is a term co ined by va ri ous Muslim leaders to desc ribe a. Illore spiritual forlll of socialisill . 
Mus lim soc ialists believe that the teachings o f the Qur'an and Muhal11mad (PBl-IU) are compatible with principles 01' 
equality and the redi stribution of wea lth drawing inspiration from the ea rl y Madina welfare state estab li shed by the 
Prophet Mu hammad (PB HU). Islamic sociali sm was the result of aggression agai nst IVlarx and Lanin : western 
social ists. 

5 /s/wJ/i::aliol7 has been used to describe the process of a soc iety's conversion to the religion of Islal11. In 
contemporary usage. it Illay refer to the percei ved impos ition of an Islam ist social and politica l di scourse on a 
soc iety with a traditi on of a more var ied interpretati on of Islam. Zia-ul -Haq ordered to usher in an Islami c system to 
Paki stan. 
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situation how youth can have freedom of speech or ex press ion? Regrettab ly, a ll these 

circumstances are affec ting yo uth' s behavior towards citi zenship. 

Youth represents the most energetic sect ion of the society and have the potential to fuel 

increasing soc io-econom ic and po li tica l deve lopment. In Pak istan more than forty milli on people 

are ages between 15-29 yea rs. Yet, even with having so much human capital there is no 

considerable socio-economic and politica l development. Quaid-E-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, 

the found er of Pakistan, in hi s speech sa id that yo uth are the rea l makers of Pakistan . Yo uth may 

not be exploited and misled. But at present yo uth are being ex ploited. All types of soc ial ev il s are 

growing da y by day. In such circumstances here come so many questions. What is the perception 

of yo uth towards citi zenship? To what extent yo uth are fami liar \,vith their ri ghts and duti es. 

What is the degree of invo lvement of civic behav ior on youth 's dail y life? What is the status of 

yo uth 's sati sfaction \,vith the government under present circumstances? What is the yo uth's 

L~nd erstanding about equality? How are yo uth perform ing the ir ro le as citi zen? 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

After independence Paki stan is sti ll a problem child . Democracy has not stabili zed. Bes ides thi s 

the Eth no- Nationalist movelllents6 and socia l evi ls have also affected the civic behavior of" 

yo uth. Because of thi s, the po li cies that focus on youth have been complete ly neglected . Its 

recent exampl e is the devolution of the ministry of yo uth affa irs. T hi s dissertation aim s to 

investi gate the ways in which Pakistani yo uth 's perception of citi zenship is changing wi th the 

changes in perceiving their rol e as c iti zen. 

One of the major changes among Paki stani yo uth that has occurred is that even educated yo uth o f 

Paki stan do not claim Pakistan as a state. Thi s research aims to find out what the perception o f 

6 T he central theme of Ethno-I ali onali sts is that the movell1ents whi ch start their campai gn to gct their ri ghts. 

Ethno-Na ti onal ists share comll1on heritage, wh ich usuall y includes a comll1on language. a common fa ith, and a 

common ethni c ancestry. 
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citizenship is among Paki stani youth with different socio-po litical backgrounds? Why the rural . 
and urban youth have different perception of cit izenship, Nationalism and Patriotism? Being 

citi zens there are some rights and duties for the members of a state. Among Pakistani youth the 

concept of citizenship is compl ex. This research will exp lore the awareness among youth about 

their rights and duties. 

Citi zenship gives notion of unity but day by day yo uth ex hi bit indi viduali stic behav ior rather 

than co ll ectiveness . Why yo uth do not own the concept of citi zenship? The basic question of thi s 

resea rch is "what is the perception of the citi zenship among Paki stani yo uth?"" In ord er to 

understand thi s bas ic research question we must know yo uth's awareness and perception about 

ri ghts, duties, justi ce, equality, ro le of ed ucati on. sati sfaction on government poli cies, 

im plementation of pol ic ies, identity and etc. 

1.3 COIiceptnal Frame-work 

The major concepts of th is research are rights. duties, identity, equa lity, justice and CIVI C 

education. The concept for rights is that irrespective of class, race. gender, ethnicity or the marks 

of difference, every citizen is equal and needs equal rights. The issue is that youth have no idea 

about the concept of citi zenship. as we ll as their ri ghts as a citi zen. Likewise yo uth need to know 

duties as citizens. Civic education plays an important role in awareness and promotion 01' 

citizenship behav ior. The subj ect of Civics7 is being introduced in intermediate grades as an 

opt iona l subj ect; im portance is not being given to the subj ect of Civics Studies. In schoo l 

syll abus there is no particular pOliion based on conceptualizing civic life, citi zenship and 

nationali sm. The extreme leve l of nepotism. bribery. corruption and other socia l ev il s are 

snubbing ri ghts of yo uth along with the ri ghts of equality, justi ce, identity and education. In 

return the yo uth are not fu lfilling their duti es. 

7 Civics is the study of ri ghts and duties of citi zenshi p. In other worcls. it is the stud y of govern ment with attenti on to 
tlJe role or citi zens' - as opposed to ex ternal factors - in the operation and oversight of gove rnment. The history 

of c ivics dates back to the ea rli est theo ri es of civics by Confucius in ancient China and Plato in ancient Greece. 
These tradit ions in general have led to modern di stincti ons between the West and the East. and two very ditTerent 
concepts of ri ght and justice and ethi cs in public li fe. 
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Ed ucation is the source of awareness alllong youth . Although this right is being provided to the 

yo uth to various degrees, so the percept ion of educated youth varies accordingly about the 

concept of citizenship . The soc io-po litica l, economic back ground and the effect of Ethni c­

National ist movements is the pri me cause of variat ion of yo uth 's behavio r towards ci t i zensh i p. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This research is purely an academic work. Nevertheless, it is ve ry signifi cant in its conceptual 

I"rame wo rk . Unfoliunately, in terms of civ ic participation in soc ieta l acti vit ies, youth is the most 

neglected demographi c portion. Throughout the hi story of Pak istan , poli cy make rs and po litical 

parties have ignored the benefi ts of engaging and harness ing thi s untapped human capita l. In 

return the youth ' s invo lvement and interest in the public policies is on the vvay to shortfa ll. The ir 

perception about c iti zenship IS different fo r general concept and theory of citi zenship. Thi s 

resea rch is very signifi cant to find out Paki stani yo uth' s perception about the concept o f 

ci ti zenship. Besides thi s in future thi s research could be helpful in policy mak ing. 

1.5 Objectives of the Study 

Fo ll owing are objectives of the stud y: 

I. To find out the perception of c iti zenshi p among yo uth 

2. To explore the concept of identity among yo uth belonging to different ethnic groups 

3. To investigate the understanding of yo uth towards public po licies and soc ial change 

4. To explore the ro le of education for the promotion of citi zenship behav ior among 

Pakistani yo uth 
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1.6 Literature Review 

As it has been menti oned. the concept of citi zenship is a complex III its dimensions. Mau rice 

defin es the concept of citi zenship as, 

"771e idealistic classical concept ion intel1)rets cit i::enship in terms 

ol the rights and duties. pO\llers. and interests associated Ill ith the 

pra.xis of l71el17hership in u political cOl7lmunity ... it consists of 

c il 'i!. political. and social elements. of which more in a ll1oment. 

Taken together these are held to he equivalent to .Iil71 social 

member .. 

(Roche: 1987/ 

Among Pakistani youth the concept of citizenship vari es to a one eighty degrees. Pak istani yo uth 

j ust know the words like ri ght duti es. power and interests. In fact youth do not know the rea l 

mean ings and implementations of these wo rds. Youth know the wo rd " Ri ght"' but it is a dil emma 

that they do not know their rights. 

In the liberal economics concept of citi zens it is defined as. 

"The civic duty of individuals to reduce their b1lrden on society 

and build up their O l lin human capital - to he "entrepreneurs" ot' 

t hemsell'es ., 
9 • 

(Gorden: 1991). 

Hunger, shelte r and phys ica l urge is the basic need of huma n be ing. The prime responsibi lity of 

youth is to fulfill their bas ic need of hunger. In Pakistan the youth are mostly dependent on their 

elders and parents. The quest ion ari ses, how do youth perceives about self hum ar, ca pita l? What 

8 Roc he. M. ( 1987). P. 365-69, "Citi:::ellship. Social TheOl:\,. (lnd Social C/wnRe. TheOl:" (lnd Sociel, :'. Vo l. 16, o. 
3. Publi shed by Springer 

9 
Gord on. C. ( 199 1). P. 43, "Co\'el''''lIIent Rationality: All Intl'Odl/clion" Chicago: ni vers ity Press. 
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are the opportuniti es provided by the gove rnment to fulfi ll thi s basic need? The human capitals 

are bu ilt when opportun ities are created. Pakistani soc iety is status conscious. Thi s is a massive 

impediment in producing "se l f-human capi tal'" . Pakistani yo uth is interested to work 8ccord ing to . 
the ir socio-economic and politi ca l status. 

The most comprehensive defi nition of ci ti zenship is given by Enslin . 

"Citi::enshlj7 in democracy (a) Rives membership status to 

individual lII ith in a political IInit: (h) cOl?lers an identit)' il7 

individllals: (c) constitutes a set of val lies. usually interpreted as a 

commitment to be cOl/'lmon good of a particular political unit: (d) 

involves practicing a degree 0/ participation in the process oj' 

political life: and (e) implies gaining and using kn01l1ledge and 

understanding of lm!'s. documents. structure and process ol 

governance 

(Enslin: 20()O).ln 

Citizenship in democracy bestows membership. identity and constitutional va lues to yo uth . But it 

is just theoretical. Practically. it neither has nor is granting any sort of understandi ng to the 

process of governance. I n Pakistani context yo uth is tota ll y unaware of these rights as menti oned 

in the above give definit ion. The youth is getting education rather than knov\dedge along with so 

many complexities. These 'complex ities are detai led mentioned in chapter three of thi s 

l1lanusc ri pt. 

Culture has an important rol e in making citi zenship behav ior. Culture. ethnic it y and language 

gives the concept of exc lusion of membership. As Rosa ldo has stated, 

"Cultllral citizenship is the right to be difFerent (in terms o.lrace. 

ethnicity . or native language) with resp ect to the norms o.j' 

dominant national community. 1I'ithollt compromising one's rights 

10 Ensl in. P. (2000). " Poli/ics. edllca/ion and ci/i:::e l1ship" lew York. Ffl llll er Press. 
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to belong. in the sense of participoting in the notiol1-stote 

del71ocrot ic process .. 
/I (Rosaldo: 199-1). 

In the fede ral area of Pakistan the masses be long to different cu ltural areas and have different 

identity such li ke Sindhi. Punjobi. Pathan and many others. This diversity gives the concept of 

rac ism and leads towards lack of civic nati onalism. In Pakistan the concept of civie nati onali sm 

i.e one's culture is lack ing. Here we can see the examples of different culture centers ex isting in 

Islamabad assoc iated with languages, prov inces or a spec ifi c geography. Being federat ion therc 

must be single culture; Paki stani culture rather than Sindhi. Punjabi. Baillchi alid etc cul tures. 

According to Green, civic nat ionali sm aims to. 

"integrate lIIultiple ethnicol cilltures one! religions into a single!. 

thraugh diverse national identity" 
p 

(Green: / 83). -

It is mentioned in the article 33 of the Constituti on of Islami c Rep ubli c of Paki stan : 

"The stote sholl discourage parochial. racial. tribal sector ion and 

provincial prejlldices among the citi::ens" 

n (P. IS). -

In the arti cle 36 the protection of minoriti es is mentioned as, 

"The state shall saleguard the legitimate rights ond interests ol 

minorities. including their d1le representation in the Federal and 

11 Rosa ldo. R. ( 1994). P. 57. "Cultllral Cifi=enship in Sail Jose". Ca l i forn ia. Polar 

12 Green. A. P. 183 Edllcatioll. C lo/Jali=ation (lnd the Nation-State. 

13 "The Constit lltion otthe Islamic Repllblic of Pakistan 19 73 ", As amendeel by The Constituti on (E ighteen Amell.) 

Act. 20 10 (Act o. X of20 10) 
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Provincial Sen 'ices " 

(P. 18).1-1 

All these are words of the constitution and are I imited to the members or the Nati onal Assembly 

of Pakistan, Nepotism and ethnicity are being nouri shed day by day at every leve l. In Pakistan at 

all levels there is no concept of national identity. Masses are di vided in so many segments. These 

segments are based on religion, language. geography. race, tribe and etc. 

Now there comes a question that if the yo uth are not getting justi ce of any kind than how ollr 

yo uth to owns the instituti ons and constitution of Paki stan on be ing citi zens? In the arti cle 37. 0 

of constitution , about the promotion of social justice and eradication of soc ial ev i Is. it is stated, 

-'The State sha/! enslIre inexpensive and expeditious- justice" 

(P . / 8).1 5 

The notion of identity, exc lusion and inclusion comes to more understandab le in the writ ing of 

Kymli cka and Norman, 

"it has become clear. however. thaI many g/'O lIpS - Mack. wOl1len 

Aboriginal peoples. ethnic and relig iolls minorities, gays and 

lesb ians - sti/! fee l excluded ./i"OI7l the 'common cult lire " despite 

possessing the C01111110n rights of citizenship. Memhers of these 

groups fee l excl1lded not onfy because of their socioeconomic 

status but also beca1lse of their sociocultul'Gl identity - their 

'difference" 

(Kymlicka & Norll1an: 199-1).16 

14 " The Conslillliion n{ lhe Islalllie Repllblic I!{ Pak islol7 1973 " . As amended by T he Constituti on (E ighteen /-\l11dt. ) 

Act. 20 10 (Act No. X o f 20 I 0) 

I S Ibid 

16 KY111li cka , W. & Norm an. 'yV. ( 1994) . P. 370. " Relltl'll I!('the Cili::.e l7 : A Sltl'l'ey I!! Recel1l Wo,.k 011 Cili::'r!l7ship 
ThcOl/'. Vol. 104. o. 2. Chi cago Journal 
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In the general discuss ions, youth exc ludes common cul ture on the bas is of soc io-economic status 

and soc io-cultural identi ty. C lass and cast system has a sound impact on the psychology of 

masses particul arly on yo uth. Culture is main source of thi s di vision. Generation to generati on 

the concept of pure and impure, Kami and Malik. Ameer and Ghreeb and so on is evolving. This 

has for ever been a hurdl e in the emergence of co ncept of civic nationalism. 

Citi zenship theory is based on two moral belie f's . Defin ing the moral beli e fs Duffy argues as. 

"Firstly that all human beings however different they may be ./i·om 

each other in color, gender. body or mind are .rundamental()! of 

equal worth - equal il1 dignity. Secondly that human diversit) '. in 

al1 its.rorms is essential(y a good thing ". 

Although there is inequali ty among the human beings, the important issue is that unequal peo ple 

should be treated equall y. The bas ic ri ghts of all of the peo ple are almost the same. It wo uld be 

the fair justice of the state to treat unequal humans as equal. TI!e unequal human se rves the 

nation acco rding to their inherent qualiti es. As the most fundamental ri ght if citi zenship is the 

right to De treated as eq ual, but it is a d il emma that state is prov iding j ustice and bas ic rights 

uneq uall y. 

The first princip le described by Duffy is, 

"a l air society is one where all its mell1bers treat each other IFith 

re.spect that is. as equal citi::en" 

(Dt4fj ': 20 I 0).18 

Among Paki stani yo uth the concept of tolerance is lack ing at alarming stage. The respect of 

cit izens is being killed by government institutions and society. In thi s regard Wa ld ron writes. 

17 Duffy. S. (2010). P. 261. Personali sal ion in Mental Hea lth . The Centre fo r Welfare Re form . Sheffi eld 

I ~ Ibid 
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"Concept ofciti:::en is that qla person ll 'ho hold [theiT} head high 

and partici!Jotefi tlZJI and \I 'itl? dignity in the file ql [theirl society" 

(Waldron: /993), 19 

P.ak istani soc iety is the heterogeneous, In such a soc iety onl y people hav ing hi gh socia l and 

economic status can hold their head high, In homogenous groupings. for example people of same 

caste. give worth to the indi vidual having status, In such grouping every indi vidual can not hold 

hi s or her head hi gh, 

According to Duffy the principle of citi zenship theory is, 

"0 fail' sociely orgoni::es ilsell so thaI evel)! one gels slif/ielenl 

supporl to be able 10 active achieve e.fleclive citizenship" 

(DL([fj,. 20 I 0) 

Kymlicka and Norman described the citizenship theory in a very precise manner. 

"The IheOl)! ol cili::enship focllses on the identity and condllcl oj' 

individual cilizen. inclllding their respom'ihilities, loyallies, and 

roles" 

(Kvmlicka & Norman, 199-1),20 

Among Pakistani soc iety the consc iousness about the importance of citi zenship is at stake, It 

happens so when society turns towards indi vidual ism. and than se lf-directed support becomes 

important. The idea of thi s se lf-directed suppoli is described by Ca r!' as, 

"Selj'-di/'ecled support is a flexib le .syslem for organiz ing services 

in ways thaI give Ihe citizen the maximum degree of conlm! over 

19 Wa ldron,.I , ( 1993) , " Liberal Rights", Cambridge Uni versity Press 

cO Ibi d 

11 



their ol1'n s1fpport " 

(Corr: 2008) } ! 

There us~d to be loca l organi zations in a ll culture and areas of Paki stan. They used to pl ay an 

effective role to achieve act ive citi zenship in loca l culture. Although such loca l organi zations are 

acti ve to a minute leve l, their effectiveness is decreasing day by day. Yo uth is unaware about 

their loya lty and responsibilities at home. In such a situation it wo uld be a mirac le to promote 

civic nationali sm behav ior among yo uth . 

Yo uth is considered essential pali of soci ety to bring change. Yo uth is perce ived as an energeti c 

part of soc iety, which is why society always has some ex pectat ions from yo uth . The concept of 

citi zenship is also defined as. 

"Defending one 's own community and cOllntl :Y has been seen as al1 

IIltimate citi::en 's duty - to die (as well as to kill) for the sake <l 
homeland or the nation " 

(Yuval - Davis: J 985-9 7).]] 

Derend ing one's own country is one of the pri me duti es of the citizens. But currently yo uth are 

Lina'vva re of thi s duty. Paki stani yo uth know thi s duty at their house hold leve l which is not to say 

bad ly any of the house member before others. But at macro leve l they do not know that it is their 

duty being a citi zen to defend their country as we ll . 

A textbook for civi cs produced in Paki stan in 1975 for class I th contai ns the follo wing wo rds, 

"Just as people in the home make lip a small fam ily in the same 

lFay all our Pakistani brothers make lip a big family. T{le ore 0/1 

21 Carr. S. & Dittri ch. R. (2008). " Personali:::ulion: A ROllgh C llide", SC IE. London 

22 Yuva l, N. ( 1985). P. 97. "Froll! & reoI': sexllul c1i l'isions oj'/ahollr inlhe Israel i lIIililw) '''. Femin ist Studi es. Vo l. 
II . 0.3. Palgrave Macmill an JOllrn fl ls 
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member oj"thisfomil)' '' 

(PlIl1jah Text/wok Boord: /9 75).::3 

The Pakistani masses have very limited sense of c iti zenship. They keep their working and 

residenti al places secure and clean but it has been observed ve ry often that without little attention 

the masses are invo lved in mak ing untid y and unsecured their publi c places and country. When 

yo"uth do not own their responsibilities as a citi zen there wo uld lack of deve lopment in every 

sphere of life. 

Ta lking about positi ve yo uth deve lopment Park argues, 

"making y outh happy is not just ahout making the childfeel good. 

Jt is ahout making them believe that their lives are good. When 11' e 

converse abo ut positive youth development, the iss lie of the 

subjective well-being of the child 11 '01'1'(7I1t8 '~J7ecial al/ention as on 

indicator, as a predictor. (ll1d ultimatel), as a positil 'e outcome ... ].I 

(Park. N. 200-1: 25-39) 

The Pak!stani yo uth neither fee l good nor do they fee l themselves happy. Pakistani yo uth is 

v,Io rri ed abo ut their future. As Park talked about the positive yo uth development, it has good 

impacts on youth but in Pakistan there is no such case about the positi ve youth development. The 

devo lution of ministry of yo uth affa irs has become the root ca lise of giving birth to new 

probl ems of yo uth . 

All sorts of developments are a long process and talking about the process of youth development 
Pittman says, 

23 ' -rex/hook for social s /Ildies (Civics)", ( 1975), P. 85. fo r C lass X I. Punj ab Textboo k Boa rd 

24 Pa rk , N. (2004). " The /'Ole ()(.I' llbiec/ive 'l'e ff -heil1g ill lwsilive YOlllh developlllen/ ". T he Ann als of the A l11 e ri ca n 
Academy of Po liti ca l and Socia l Science, 59 1. 25-39. 
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"Development is a process not a goal - it is the ongoing gr01l'th 

process in which all ),ollth are engaged in tl ying to meet their 

fundamental personal and social needs to feel cared fo r. sale. 

respected, valllable. and be morally gl'O unded Additionally. YO llth 

development aids' yO llng people in building needed file ski11s and 

competencies that permit them tofill1ction and contri!JlIte to society 

in their daily lives . . ... ]j 

(Pittman et 01 .. 1993) 

Deve lopment is a process of long tim e and the youth 's invo lvement is very important in thi s 

process. In Paki stani context the youth are being neglected in the process of deve lopment. In 

result yo uth do not fee l themse lves safe, respected and valuab le. In conseqvences yo uth goes 

towards al ienat ion. 

Ta lking abo ut the importance of yo uth 's in vo lvement in deve lopment programs Hamilton says. 

"Individllals develop continuousl), thl'01Ighollt their I!letime: thus. 

developing youth is on enduring process and a jOllrney that is 

overarching Vouth development involuntarily involves all olthe 

individ1lals around a yOllng person. be it their fam ily. teachers. 

peers. or community. A young person may not he able to gain the 

lile skills and competencies they need to fee l secure. cared for. 

respected. and ment(11), gl'OlIl1ded unless their community pl'Ovides 

25 Pilt man, K . O'Br ien, R. & Kimba ll , M . ( 1993). " Vollth de \'eloplllent and resiliency research: Mak illg cOl1l1ectio/1.\· 
to s lfbstance abllse fJl'evel1tio /1 ". (Comm issioned Paper #9). Oak Brook. I L : Midwest Center for Drug-Free Schools 
and COl11l11unities. 
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them ,"ith the sup/Jort and opportunities they need thro1lgho1lt their 

adolescence ". _'0 

(Hamilton & Hamilton , 200-1) 

Accord ing to Hami lton & Hami lton deve lop ing yo uth is an enduring process and it invo lves all 

or the individuals around yo uth . These indi viduals could be their famil y, teachers, peers. and rest 

of' the community members. But in the contex t of efforts of Paki stani governments projects of 

yo uth development there have been stalted no developing yo uth projects by Paki stani 

governm ent. There are the parents in start who become the Ii rst hurdl e in yo uth ' s freedom of 

ex press ion. Feli x (2003) menti oned youth 's freedom of expression as ··Vo ice". From the grass 

root leve l i.e house hold leve l Pakistani yo uth is not hav ing freedom o f express ion to ex press 

them. Yet it is need of the hour to start developing yo uth project so that the upco ming generation 

may give thi s freedom of express ion to their nex t generat ion. 

Youth development IS very i 111 portant. Hirschi ta l ks about the outcomes 0 r youth deve lopment 

and says, 

"Through the process a/youth del'elopment, yo ling people become 

more focused 0/1 achievement and goals. work in the direction 0/ 

those goals, and avoid hehaviors that would prevent the a ff ail1ment 

a/those goals ". ] 7 

(Hirschi. 1969) 

Carri er counse ling has always been important factor to kno w the goa ls of yo uth . Thi s is the most 

important issue of Pakistani yo uth . There is no concept of ca rri er counse ling in Pakistan. It has 

been observed that Paki stani yo uth gets their goals and in the end they fee l that it v,'as not good 

tor them. They can not find their hidden quali ti es. There is a dire need to start carri er counseling 

26 Hami lton. S., & Hamilton. M. (Eel s. ). (2004). " The YOllth Del'e lol Jlllent Hand /)()ok: COlJling o(!lge ill AlIler icolI 

COIIlIIl1ll1it i es". Thousanel Oaks. CA: Sage. 

27 Hirschi . T. (1969). " The Callses 0.( Delinqllency ". Berkley: Universit y of Ca l i fo rni a Press. 
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through certai n types of yo uth projects. After thi s step there come a time to direc t Paki stani 

)/outh on their goa ls. 

Ta lki ng abo ut the importance of yo uth 's vo ice and the success of co mlllunity Fe li x says, 

"The concept oj' yO/lth voice has sUI.faced as an approach for 

improving the success oj'community and school reform efforts. and 

so far. f ew studies have examined this concept either in theOlY or 

empirically. .. ]8 

(Felix. 2003) 

Fe li x argues abo ut the importa nce of yo uth 's voice i.e t'i'eedolll of express ion for the success of 

cOlllmunity. In Paki stan it is community which is the secondary obstac le in youth's freedom of 

ex press ion. There is need of sc hoo l reform s. These reforms should be brought in sy ll abus and in 

the system of education . 

Furthermore, Fletcher support s the importance of yo uth vo ice and says, 

"Youth voice concerns taking into consideration the opinio/1s and 

ideas of youth 11'ith respect to 11'hat they have tf! say. It also 

involves taking risks and lVorking together to accomplish the 

mission oj'the organization beinR served. .. ]9 

(Fletcher. 2002) 

The individuals of every age have different expenences of lite . Youth has always been the 

initiator in develop ing nev,1 ideas. Paki stani youth do have new ideas. But the prob lem of 

freedom of express ion do not allows them to share their revo lutionary ideas at household and 

28 Feli x, A. (2003) . Making You th Vo ice A C0111munity Principl e. Retr ieved March 6. 20 II from 

http ://www.ysa.org/yv i/resources/M akingYouth Vo iceACo l1l11l1ln ityPri nci pl e. pd f 

29 Fletcher. A. (2002). Broadening the Bounds o f Invo lvement: Transforming Schoo ls w ith Student Voice. Retri eved 
March 19,20 I I frol11 wvvw.studentin vo lvement .net 
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community level. This is lack of opportunities and resources. This is the reason that Pakistani 

yo uth are not producing their inte ll ect. Pakistani youth are very inte ll ectua l but due the brain 

drainage Pakistani ta lented yo uth are not serv ing Pakistan with their capability. The reason 

behind the brain drainage is lack of faci li ties. To provided facilities and opportuni ties to yo uth is 

the fi rst and foremost responsibi li ty of the government. 

Acco rding to Kirby, La nyo n, Cronin. and Sinclair (2003)30, partic ipat ion is used to desc ribe 

many different processes and participat ion covers a long range of invo lvement which is a multi ­

laye red concept. Hart ( 1992)31 desc ribed parti cipati on as a method of sharing dec isions. The 

sharing of dec isions affects the li fe of an individual and the community in which an indi vidual 

li ves. Parti cipat ion is the means by whi ch democracy is built, and parti cipati on is a standard 

aga inst whi ch democrac ies should be measured. Hart dec lared parti cipat ion as a bas ic ri ght of 

citizenship. In Paki stani contex t yo uth have ve ry less participation in povve r and dec ision making 

process. In Jirga or Panchyat yo uth is not part of deci sion making process., Overa ll it can be 

observed that Paki stani yo uth is not part of decis ion making process both at micro and macro 

leve l. Marriage is the 111 0st important step of life. Most of the marriages are arranged in which 

the decision of the parents is opposed on yo uth rather than knowing thei r consen~ . 

Cit izenship and socia l inclusion is the purpose to be seen as helping to establ ish yo uth's 

inclusive pract ice, and fu lfi lli ng an obligat ion to ensure young person 's ri ghts. to empower yo uth 

to effect change and to deve lop the se lf-confidence in their ability to influence outcomes. In 

add ition, thi s type of paJ1ici pation ca n offer youth an 0ppol1uni ty to have increased responsi bi I ity 

within their li ves, improve community re lat ionships and feelings. Participation can also be seen . 
as contributing to yo uth 's wider personal development, including knowledge. skill s and 

confidence. Citi zenship gives an opportunity of soc ial inclusion but in Paki stan there ex ists ve ry 

marginal social inclusion on the bas is of citi zenship. The socia l inclusion on the bas is of 

30 Kirby, P. , La nyon, C. Cronin , K., & Sinclair, R. (2003). Build ing a Cul ture o f Parti cipati on: In volv ing Children 
and Yo ung Peo pl e in Policy. Service Pl anning, Deli very and Eva luation. Resea rch Report, London: Depart ment for 
Ed ucati on and Skill s 

11 Hart, R. ( 1992). Chil dren's Parti cipati on: Tokeni sm to Citi zenshi p. UN ICEF 
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citi zenship does ex ist onl y when there happens a situation where country I S at stake against 

ex ternal threats . 

Mangan & Smith described some factors that have been recogni zed by yo uth as intluenti al for 

yo uth 's fee lings of empowerment and stated, 

non-authoritarian adult gllidance. being ab'fe to exercise 

power. receiving training. participating il1 significant analysis of 

issues concerning the organization. environment ol serlety. 

closeness and approval. being able to openly express opinions and 

emotions. accepting diversity. c1eveloping a voice. and being able 

to take action on their ideas . .. 3] 

(Mangan & Smith. 20(3) 

In the context of current study the guidance of youth 's senior generation is always authoritarian . 

Thi s authoritari an guidance do not prov ides space to Paki stani yo uth to get training. partic ipate 

in the soc ietal and household goa ls. Yo uth keeps their emotions, ideas and voice under the 

carpet. In result of thi s authoritarian guidance of yo uth' s senior generation, Pakistani youth is 

becoming fru strated. 

The participat ion of yo uth In communiti es has positi ve outcomes and 111 thi s regard Lifer & 

McLa rney says, 

"When Y0 1lth develop strong. caring relationships 11'ith their 

commllnities. they are more likely to gr01I' 1117 sale and healthy. 

12 IVI(l ng(ln, M . & Smith , R. (2003). Empowering Youth (lS P(lltners: COllllllun ic(l ti on. Bu ilding'Relati onships (l rc 
Key. Wisconsin Cle(l ring I-louse for Prevenli on Resources. 13( I ). 1-6. Retrieved on April 07. 20 I I fi'olll 
http://wch.uhs.wisc.edu/docs/News leuer/Outl ook-v 13110 I .pd r 
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participate in edllcational. cllltllret! and employment opportllnfties 

and not heco111c involl'ed in violencc and crimc . .. 33 

(Le ifer & McLarney. 1997) 

Paki stani youth is deve loping in the age or frustrati on. They are not contributing 111 the 

deve lopment of co mmunity and household . The lack of employment opportuniti es gives birth to 

fru strati on among youth . It is happening so in Paki stan . In resul t the cri me rate and violence is 

growing by leaps and bounds among Pak istani yo uth . 

In · deve loped countries there is proper system for making good citi zens to the yo uth . In thi s 

system the civic education is always considered at the top. Through civic educati on in schoo ls an 

individual ori entation towards c iti zenship starts. Whi ch in the long run gives yo uth the sense to 

parti cipate in the over a ll deve lopment of the co untry and the sense of civic nat ionali sm. 

About the importance of civic education Roc he says, 

"[n 0 111 ' mass public edllcation sys·tell1. teachers. curricllium 

designers, and others are licensed as responsible for "education 

for citizenship" programs and the "civili:;ing" of the youth " 

(Roche: 198 7).3-1 

Civic education call s upon to provide discip line. organi zati on and law and ord er among citizens. 

As Sa igo'\ , in context of Paki sta n's nati on building. stated, 

"The cil'ics discourse emphasized that the native should be trained 

character-building and the state should pel/orm this 

"developmental task" as a good caring parent through the 

].1 Leifer L. & McLa rney. M. ( 1997) . Stronger Vo ices. Better C ho ices: Pro mi se Proj ect' s Guide to Fo rmin g 
Youth/Adu lt Paltnerships. Pro mise Proj ect, YMCA o f G rea ter Kansas C ity. Kansas C ity. MO. 4-5 

q Ibid 
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edllcat iona! process " 

(Saigol: ]000).35 

"However in the majority oj' cOllntries gm'ernments sti!1 see 

education as u process oj'nation-building which involves both 

economic and socia! objectives . and the format ion (!j'fi ltllre 

citi::ens" 

(Green: 181)36 

~' i v i c education is extremely necessa ry for nation-building, but in Pak istan the subject of civics 

is not part of sy ll ab us till loth class. At intermediate leve l thi s subj ect is included in syll abus but 

as an optional subject. What does it mean? We can say that those who want to become good 

citi zen may elect this subj ect and rest of the yo uth does not want to be a good citi zen. 

Ta lking abo ut the importance of civic educat ion Boyer says, 

"Ch'ic education is concerned. f irs ll l ith communication 

citi::enship training . .. means teaching students to think critically . 

listen with discernment. und communicate wilh power and 

precision 
r (Boyer: 1990). / 

In Paki stan' s system of education the civic ed ucation has been and is being neglected. The idea 

of citi zenship varies in different conditions. The idea of citi zenship is not a ' natura l" idea but an 

invented concept that shifts with economic, political. and soc ial changes~ we examine the 

di scourse that scope meanings of citi zenship , 

35 Siago l. R. (2000) . P. 137, ".~)'lIIh ()lic Violence: ('1II'I'ic IIIIIIII . I)ed((gagy and Society" . Lahore. SA HE 

36 Green, A. P. 181 , Edllcatiol1. C lohali::atiol1 and the Natioll-State 

37 Boyer. E. L. ( 1990). P. 5, ('il 'ic edllcation /ol' I'esponsihle ci ti::e l1.1'. Edllcat ionul Leadership 
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Fem inist have recentl y crit ic ized on the definitions and the conce-pts of citizenship. As Heater 

argues, 

"c iti::enship has existed .for nearly three millennia . . : 1IIith lIelY 

",iner exceptions: women have had some share in civic rights in 

the 1170st liberal state.foT' [only] abo 1lt a centlfly" 

(Heater: 200'-1). 38 

This fact suggests that c itizenship is. 

"a status invented by !/len.foT' !/len" (Heater: 2 ()()'-I) .39 

In Pakistani culture wo men are restri cted to their home. They are not even allowed tn interfere in 

their domesti c issues. Bei ng male dominant soc iety, in Pak istan, male has powers of deci sion 

making. Apali fro m thi s fema les share their important role in contributing the domesti c 

economy. Their rol e is invisible. In visibl y their unpaid labor contributes to the domesti c 

economy. The literacy rate among females is very low leve l in rural areas of Pak istan . Rural 

fema les are total ly unaware with the concept of citizenship. In thi s regard Smith says. 

"Beginning )I'ith Aristotle. iT?fluel1tial political theorists argue that 

women 's reproducti1'e fimct ion destined the!/l for the pT'ivate 

(domestic) spheT'e" 

(Smith: I 999)-In 

The responsible citi zens have some quali ti es. Discuss ing the virtues of a good citi zen Ga lston 

di vides these viliues in to fou r as, 

38 Heate r. D. (2004). P. 203. "A hi.I·IDIY a/edllcalion/or cili::enship" London : Routl edge Fa lmer 

.N ibi d 

40 Smith, C . L. (1999). P. 141, "Citizenship, divers ity, and pluralism: Canad ian and co mparative perspectives" 
Mon trea l, McGill -Queen's University Press 
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"the Fil'tlles requil'ed f(JI' I'csponsihle citizenship can be divided 

into fOIll' groups: (i) genel'al virlllcs: courage. lml'-ohidingness. 

loyalt)': (ii) social l'irtlles: independence, open-mindedness: (iii) 

economic l'irtlles: work ethic. capacity 10 delay se(tgrat(/icaliol1. 

adaptability to econol1lic and technolog ical change: and (iF) 

political 1'irtlles: capacity to discem und respect the rights oj' 

others. willingness to demand anI), what can be paidfol', ability t~ 

evaluate the peliol'mance of those in office. willingness to engage 

il1 public discouI'se" 

(Galston 1991) . .f1 

Dfifining the qual iti es of good citi zen in the context of Pakistan Muqeem writes, 

" /n addition they 1111.1st imbibe three other essential q llalities 11'hich 

are peculial'ly Pakistani reqllirements, f irst. a citizens milch have 

fait h in the IInity (lits people. Second. the heliej'in the integ,.ity oj' 

the stale must he complete. and third the citi::.ens Il111s1 he loyal to 

the ideological basis of the cO llntl ) ) . .. this is the so il in which ollr 

cili::.enship should lake 1'00t " 
.f) 

(Muqeell7: 1972). -

In the above mentioned reference qualiti es of a good citizen, III the context of Pakistan. are 

di scussed. The state itse lf is not hav ing faith on unity. In Pakistan, parli ament has SUpreIT1e power 

among all of the institutions. The parliament has not proved the integrity of the state ti II now. 1 n 

the recer~t months so many reso lution unanimous ly passed to protect the integrity of Pakistan. 

These reso lutions are yet to be implemented. The insurgency of neighboring co untries and 

41 Ga lston. W. ( 199 1). P. 22 1-24. " Libem/ PlfljJoses: Good\'. Virt l/es, und Dllties ill the Liheru/ StatC''' Cambrid ge 
Uni versity Press 

42 Khan. F.M . ( 1972). P. 69. " Pukistani VOlltl1 at the Cross-Road\'''. Oxfo rd University Press 
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United Nation forces is still on its way. In such a situation there comes a question that how can 

Pak istani citizens have be li ef on thc integrity ofthc state? 

Ta lking abo ut the role of teacher, parents and soc iety abo ut promotion of citizenship behav ior 

among youth Muqeem says, 

'Dllring the lndo-Pak Il'ar ol1965. the services rendered by ollr 

young men1l'ould be a matter olpride to an)' nation. Young people 

vely much 11'ant to be a matter olpride to any co untry and society: 

but h01l' they can assist. 110 one tells or teaches them " 

(Mllqeem: 1972).-IJ 

The cit izenship behavior is po lished by teachers, parents and society. But in Paki stan the yo uth 

are not being ass isted at any leve l. At present the teachers arc providing ed ucati on to ge t good 

results. Schoo ls are making enginee rs and doctors rather than good citi zen. The current sy ll abus 

is not giving notion to the concept of citi zen. The portion of civic a\·vareness is very limited. We 

mi ght consider it as equa l to zero. Along with a ll of'thi s all types of soc ial evi ls are at their pcak. 

Here again comes a question that in such situation ho"v yo uth can sacrifice fQr the cou nty? The 

answer of this question. based on the perception of youth , is briefl y discussed in chapter three 

and fo ur. 

The question that comes to one's mind i s~ which way Pakistani youth are go ing? And what way 

should Paki stani youth go? Is the path Paki stani yo uth on. ri ght or wrong? And it is also 

impoliant to know that if"ve fail to put our yo uth on the ri ght track. we must be read y to face the 

inevitab le and be prepared to accept a country with out ideals and values. In thi s contex t 

Muqeell1 quoted, 

n Ibid 
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"Nolt' is the time to put our youth on right p ath the path for 

lI 'hich this county was established" 
• -1-1 

(MlIqeem: 1972). 

In 1972 M uqeem pointed to put youth in the ri ght track. After 1972 it has passed almost 39 years, 

during this period many po liti cal parties and dictators have rul ed Pakistan and no considerabl e 

steps have been taken to put yo uth on the ri ght trac k. During these 39 years we have produced 

terrori sts and militants in form of Mujhaids and Ta lbans. After 9/ 11 we have seen the ri ght race 

or these so call ed Jihadies (The Muslim Mi litants). now time has aga in given us a chance to put 

Paki stani yo uth on the ri ght track of li fe : the trac k of deve lopment, prosperity and humanity. Fo r 

thi s purpose there must be taken steps that have not been taken in the entire hi story of Pakistan. 

1.7 Research Methodology 

In order to co ll ect more re li ab le date rro m the gross root leve l followin g research methodo logy 

was used during the resea rch. 

1.7.1 Rapport Building 

Rappo rt building is essenti al lo r the resea rcher to be abl e to ca rry hi s / her study. and the tirst and 

Car most technique whil e starting research is rapport building. Thi s research was conducted in 

Ra1l'al Town. Islamabad. The researcher already had some contacts in the locale. These contacts 

helped the researcher to get engage more people in the community. The researcher bui lt rapport 

by attending the sittings of yo uth and participating in youth activ ities like games. The researcher 

played cri cket and foot ba ll with yo uth in the initia l days of thi s resea rch. The purpose of thi s 

acti vity was on ly to get rapid rapport building. Through thi s activity the researcher got chance to 

p,arti cipate in the informal di scuss ions of the yo uth. Informal di scuss iuns we re very helpful get to 

know the thoughts and perception of yo uth about the resea rch questi ons. 

II Ibid 
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1.7.2 Key Infm·mants 

Key informant is a person who helps thc researcher in rapport building by introducing him/her 

with the communi ty members. During this resea rch t'vvo key informants were se lected. One key 

informant was senior res ident of the loca le, who introduced the researclier to second key 

informant. Second key informant was a property linker. Second key informant had data or al l 

temporary mi grants of Rawa l Town. Second kcy informant helped the researcher to interact the 

res ident yo uth in Rawal Town. The yo uth i.e target popu lat ion be longed to different areas of 

Pakistan . In se lecti on of key informants the ava il ability of' key informant 'vas the utmost 

preference. 

1. 7.3 Participant Observation 

Pa;ticipant observation li es at the heart of' the anth ropo logica l research method. The purpose of 

using thi s method was to embed onese lf in the soc ial fabric of commun ity, which gives 

researcher an opportun ity to intimate in accessible type of info rmation. mostl y in the form of 

pcople's individual and co ll ective behavior's and their personal thoughts or perceptions. 

Participant observation helps the researcher to get an 0ppoltunity to become part of dail y Ii fe in 

the loca le. The participation in everyday routine makes people more comfortable with 

researcher's presence. 

The researcher participated in the group activities of yo uth. Researcher participated by playi ng 

foot ba ll , cri cket and snooker. At snooker clu b the yo uth were invo lved in gambling. The 

resea rcher himself indirect ly got in vo lved in gambling too. The reason behind thi s act was to 

palt icipate in thi s act ivity and to develop rapport so that the researcher 11"laY gat a chance to 

interact wi th a ll segments of yo uth . 

1.7.4 Focus Group Discussion (FGD) 

Focus Group Discussion resea rch technique was also used during thi s resea rch. The purpose to 

use FGD was to a find out difference of perception about the concept of citizenship amo ng yo uth 
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of di fferent parts of Pakistan who had different soc io-cultural, politica l, ethnic, rc ligious and 

econom ic back ground . Two FGO's were conducted during the later part of thi s research. Youth 

from all areas of Paki stan were targeted to pal1icipate in FGO·s. In first focus FGO there were 

eight members. including six respondents. researcher and an observer. In the second FGO there 

were six members, including fi ve respondents and researcher. The data of FGO showed the 

similarity of thoughts and percepti ons of yo uth with minimal differences about research 

question . 

1. 7.S Informal Discussion 

The method of informal di sc uss ion \\Ias used during thi s resea rch. Through thi s method the 

resea rches got the confidence of respondents and as we ll as the data from more gross root leve l 

through informal di scuss ion. The method of informal di sc uss ion was more use ful at snooker 

club. tea shops and Cafe Kamran. These were the places where most of the time resea rcher 

informally di scussed the resea rch prob lem with target population. At the mentioned placcs yo uth 

eage rl y moved to spend some leisure time afte r sunset. Thi s researc h tec hni que was also helpful 

to cross check the data. 

1.7.6 Snow Ball and Purposive Sampling 

;\ sample is small representative ofa larger whole. Ouring thi s research snow ba ll and pu rposive 

$ampling method was used, in order to access particular subset of respondents. Sample size of 

the resea rch was 25 respondents. Paki stani yo uth was the target population. Age of the 

respondents was between 18-25 years. The samp le was chosen from representati ves of four 

provi nces of Paki stan along with Fata. Gil git Bilti stan. Kashmir and Islamabad. These 

rcspondents were res ident in Rawal Town . 

In the initial stage of thi s research the researcher used purposive sampling technique. Thro ugh 

th is technique the life time mi grants to Ra'vva l Town were the focu s. Eight in-depth interv iews 

were cond ucted through thi s sample technique. First key informan t helped the researcher to get 
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familiar to these respondents. While uSlllg sno w ball sampling technique researcher obtained 

he lp frolll second key informant w ho he lped resea rcher to touch the target respondents. He 

info rmed the researcher about the temporary mi grant's location in Rawa l town. introd uccd 

researcher to the temporary mi grants. The respondent also informed the researcher about other 

interviewees. Util iz ing thi s samp ling techn ique the researcher conducted seventeen inte rvie\·\s. 

1. 7. 7 In-depth Interviews 

It is a qua litati ve research technique. It is a face to face co nversati on between a researcher and 

respondent w ith a purpose of expl o ring the issue in deta il. T hro ugh thi s app roach the researc her 

de lves into the respondent's reacti on to q uestion in an unst ructured manner. It is essenti al to 

deve lop a n inte rview guide, in o rder to co nduct an In-depth interv iew. T he resea rcher a lso 

constructed an interview guid e. T hi s was based on li st of quest ions to co nduct essenti a l 

informat io n and enab ling the researc her to d irect the flO\.v of conversat ion to the releva nt top ic. 

During thi s research 25 In-depth inte rviews were conducted. The interviewees were between the 

ages of 18-25 years. Interviewees be longed to different segment of life. 

1.7.8 Interview Guide 

Before co nducting interv iews. a researcher needs an interv iew gu ide so that it may he lp the 

researcher to have d irect conversati on abo ut the topi cs and issues he/s he wants to learn abo ut. 

T he interv iew guide is a lways based on structured questi ons that he lp the researcher to know 

what to as k about in what sequence and how to pose ques ti ons. T hi s provides gui dance abo ut 

w hat to say next a fter the inte rviewee has answered the questi on. In o rder to get mo re pure, 

re liable. valid and accurate data form the gross root leve l the technique of interview guide was 

used. T hi s interv iew guid e was based on both open end ed and c lose end ed questi o ns. It was a 

st ructured type of interview guide. T he questi o ns we re preset. During the fi e ld work respo ndents 

\.vere se lected by the researcher to fill the interview guide. T he se lec ti on of the respo ndents was 

based on menti oned above sampling tec hni q ues. T he inte rv iew guide was fill ed in the presence 

of'researcher for the pu rpose of va li d ity. 
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1. 7.9 Socio-economic Survey Form 

The research tool of soc ia-economic survey form was used in the mid part of thi s resea rch. T he 

soc ia-economic survey form was used to co ll ect data re levant to the study. For thi s purpose an 

open ended survey form was developed , whi ch helped the researcher to co llect data from grass 

root level. Most of the form s were filled in the presence of researcher. Wherever researcher did 

not have direct access, this form was filled by the res pondents. With the help of socia econom ic 

survey forms data was co ll ected from 30 house holds. 

1.8 Locale 

Locale of thi s research was Rawal Town. Is lamabad. The population of Rawa l Town represents 

a ll provinces of Pakistan inc luding G il g it Baltistan, A.lK45 and FAT A -1 6. This loca le was best 

s ituated to understand the research quest ion. Youth from all areas of Pakistan are res ident in 

Rawal Town on rent. Youth from a ll sector of life are li ving in Rawal Town . T he target 

popul at ion of this research was res ident of Rawal Town and that is why thi s loca le was best 

suited for current research. For the current research thi s locale "vas less expensive and easy to 

arproach for the researcher. 

~ 5 Azad Jammu and Kashmir 

~ (, Federall y Administrated Tribal Areas 
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Chapter No.2 
Area Profile 

Th is chapter deals with area prol-i le, part icul arl y focus ing on, locale of research i.e Rawal Town. 

Thi s chapter helps the reader to understand the li festy le and li ving patterns of the res idents of 

Islamabad with parti cul ar emphasis on res idents of Rawal Town. Thi s chapter dea ls with the 

informati on regarding ethnic groups of Rawal Town and the soc ial organi za ti on of the people of 

Rawa l Town. In thi s chapter the educati on status of the res ident s of Rawa l Town and the 

economy and occupation is also di scussed. 

2.1 Islamabad 

The literal meaning of Islamabad on which it was dec ided to title thi s city the cap ital of Paki stan 

is ·'the abode of Islam". In fact the true meaning of its name i.e Islamabad, is embodies the 

Islami c va lues and the aspirations of the Muslims of South As ia which concluded in the 

estab li shment of Paki stan in 1947. In Paki stan Islamabad is also the ex press ion of the nat ional 

will among Nat ion to exemplify the best in town planning and civ ic ameniti es with lip to date 

tec hnology. On the doub le emerging Islamabad has acco mpli shed a renowned pattern and 

character of its own. 

It was Pres ident Muhammad Ay ub Khan, who will ah,vays be remembered for shiftin g thc capital 

of Paki stan to Islamabad. Before the selection of location of Islamabad as new'capital, the cap ital 

of the Pakistan was Karac hi that was se lected because of the exigency preva iling at the time o f' 

independence. There was a need of proper capita l of Pakistan and the importance of the need for 

a proper capital remai ned the top 1110st priority of Government and for thi s purpose in 1959 a 

hi gh level commi ss ion with hi gh powers was created. On the reco lllmendation of thi s powerful 

comm iss ion, it was dec ided by the Government in fa vor of the Potohar areas and government 

made a publ ic announcement to thi s effect in June, 1959. On February 24, 1960 the Government 

named thi s new cap ital of Pakistan as " Islamabad". 
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To start the task of constructing a new capital within a reasonable time, an autonomous body 

wi.th necessary lega l status and backing was co nsidcred neccssary. Accordingly. thc Cap ital 

Development Authority Ord inance was issued by the government on June 14. 1960. The 

Authority and definin g its powers and duti es we re also announced. Exactl y two years later after 

the creation of Authority. on October 1963. the life stated in the new city i.e capital of Paki stan 

·' Islamabad ". 

Map No. 2.1 Map of Islamabad 

, I 

. -' 

Source: Library of Union C Ollncil Office Sohan 
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2.2 Rawal Town 

Before 1960 peo pl e were li ving in present pond area of Rawa l Dam. The name ofth3t res identi al 

area was Mach li al. The word Mach li al is derived fro m a wo rd of Urdu language Machli . Machli 

means fi sh. Through Machlial there used to be tlow a stream . Peo ple used to do ti shing. Thi s is 

why the name of the area was Machlial. In 1960 CDA chalked out a plan to deve lop Islamabad. 

In 196 1 the found ation stone of Rawa l Dam was placed. In thi s year the popu lat ion was shi fted 

to the western bank of Rawal Dam. The new res idential area was named as Ravva l Dam Vil lage. 

CDA was implementing on Development plan of Islamabad. The Kotchi Abadis are the neighbor 

hoods of the poor and are known as squatter camps. In ea rly 1970's CDA started to destroy 

KOlchi Abadis. The res identi al sectors were deve loped. The affected popu lations were given 

res idential plats in the sectors where they had their homes. In late 1970's the deve lopment 

project o f CD A turned towards Rawa l Dam Village . 

There was a jungle where currentl y Rawal Town is situated. The popu lation of Rawa l Dam 

Vill age along with the popu lation of Bovani Vi ll age. Gagrot. Dhoak Sheikhaan. Chak Shahznd 

and Dhoak Shafoo were shi A.ed to new res identi a l area. Thi s new res identi al area was named as 

Gawala Co lony. Thi s was the old name of Rawa l Town. I-lead of household s of affected 

popu lat ion were awarded by plots as equal to their li ving rooms before shi ft ing. The afTected 

population was also given the co mpensation amount by CDA. With the passage of t ime the loca l 

res idents kept on se lling their property. Till the start of 1990's the .name of thi s place was Ga\",a la 

Co lony. In earl y 1990 's Admini strati on named th is res identi al area as Rawal TO\",n. Young 

generati on know the loca le as Ravval Town. On utility bi ll s the address of the consumers is st ill 

mentioned as Gawala Co lony. 
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Map No. 2.2 Map of Rawal Towil 

Course: Coogle Earth 

2.3 Ethnic Groups 

The major casts that are permanent res idents of Rawa l Town are Syed, Sa f{i , Raja, RajplI/, 

Mughal, Rowed, Bhat/i, Chohan and Po/hans, These ethni c gro ups are these 'vvho were shifted 

here in late 1970 ' s, But people belonging to almost all areas of Pakistan are cuiTently living in 

Rawal Town. Some of the people have purchased th ei r property but most of theJ11 are li ving on 

rent. We can further elaborate their ethnicity on the basis of their language i.e Bailichi, Sindhi, 

.)araiki, Punjabi, Hazam, f-!indco, Kashmiri. Gi/g i/i and etc, 
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I n order to study the ethnography. I slamabad can be divided into t'vvo parts i.e urban and rural. In 

Islamabad city, people be longi ng to almost a ll possib le races and tribes of Pakistan are living. 

R~ga rding peopl e li vi ng in rura l areas, they are mostly Rq/f7l1ls. The important sub-d ivi sions are 

Bholli. Rwval. Jan/I/a. Chohan and etc. Bes ides these casts Glijar. A11Iol1. Mughol. QI/arshi. Syed 

and Sail; are also living here . Some of the other major tribes are the .Ial. Ma/yor. Pal han and 

some Khallak. 

2.4 Social Organization 

All types of soc ial organi zations are ex ist ing in Rawa l Town . The most common form of soc ial 

organi za ti on is extended fami ly. There is a sound reason behind thi s. At Rawal Town nati ve 

inhab itants are in majority. The inhabitants are li ving in locale with sons. daughter. and 

grandsons and in few of the case children of grandsons. The second largest type of fa mil y was 

nuc lear fami ly. The li fet ime mi grants and temporary mi grants are li ving in loca le with their 

children. In very few cases it has been observed that li fe time mi g,:ants are li ving in the form or 

extended, fami li es. In loca le there is a very limited concept of joint fami ly system. There \ve rc 

1'ewjoint fami lies as well but their kitchen \·vas separate. 

Encl ogamy form of marriage is most common among the permanent res idents of loca le. Thi s is 

the most preferred type of marri age. There are no soc ial sa nctions on exogamy. The Syeds of the 

Rawa l Town prefer endogamy. The concept of exchange marriage is existing among permanent 

residents to a very limi ted extent. 

2.5 Household Structure 

Keepi ng in view the model city 's requirement the materia l usee! for the construction o l' a house or 

building includes cement, baked bricks. iron. crush. sand ancl etc . In Rawa l Town all types of 

house are constructecl . At the end of Rawal Town there are few houses co nstructed with bakecl 

mate ri al. There are some semi Paka hOllses as we ll . Almost ninety percent of the house hold 
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construction IS based on baked bricks. iron. crush, sand and cement. The socie ty IS status 

consc ious. Every Paka house shows the socia l, economic and po litica l status of the rc <; idents. 

2.6 Education 

The system of education is much batter then the far-Oung areas in Rawal Town. There are 

ex isting Government and private schoo ls for both males and fema les. There arc two Hi gh 

Schoo ls in Rawal Tovvn one for male and one for femal e each. In Rawal Town there are more 

than ten pri vate schools and academies. There are two community model schoo ls being found ed 

by the donors. In these schoo ls free education is being provided to children .. Many parents arc 

in terested in providing quality education to their children. According to the point of view 01' 

such parents the government schoo ls and co ll eges are not providing quality education. so they 

jJrefer to send their children to pri vate schools rather than sending them to governlllent schoo ls 

and co ll eges. The preferred schoo ls fo r pri vate education are Beacon House. City Sc hoo l. Roots 

a nd etc. 

After matri culation the students get enro ll ed in Government Co ll eges. There are number of male 

and female co ll eges in Islamabad, but none of them in is situated in Rawal Town. For higher 

education there are famous Government and Private Uni versities in Islamabad . The most famoLls . 
are Quaid -I-Azam University, Islamic International University, Iqra University. Hamdarad 

Uni veri syt. All ama Iqbal Open Uni vers ity, NUST. FAST and etc. The yo uth of Rawal Town gels 

enrollment in these uni versiti es for Hi gher Education and on the other hand yo uth enroll ed in 

these uni ve rsities belonging to different areas of Pakistan are the ~emporary res idents of Rawal 

Town. 
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Table No 2. 1 Level of Education of Residents of Locale 

S, .. No Level of Education Number of People Percentage 

I Primary II 04 .47 

2 Middle 18 07.] I 

3 Metric 19 07.72 

4 Intermediate 46 18.69 

::; Graduates 37 15.04 

6 Mastel' and above 43 17.47 

7 Religious Ed ucated II 04.47 

8 Scholl Goi ng 25 10. 16 

9 lIIite,·ate* 17 06 .91 

10 Non-school going 19 07.72 

-- --- f----- ---- -- -
Total 246 100 

SOlllTe: Field Data 

Above mentioned table shows the leve l of ed ucation of the residents of loca le. In this table the 

illiterate are those people who never ever went to schoo l. The non-school go ing are infant. They 

ha vc not reached the schoo l goi ng age. They belong to both low and hi gh income class of 

soc iety. According to the field data the literacy rate in the loca le is 75.2 1 percent. Accordi ng to 

the District Census Report 1998 the literacy rate of both rural and urban areas among male and 

remale \,vas 72.4 percent. 
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2.7 Economy 

Economy of the res idents of Rawa l Town is dependent on different sectors of life. These include 

business and trade. government se rvices. industry. med ia. services and information sectors and 

etc . All types of income classes makeup the res idents ofthi s locale. 

2.8 Employment and Unemployment 

Unemployment rate is measured as rat io of "vorking and la id off in total empl oyed population 

compri sing those of work ing age la id off and un-pa id fami ly help,ers. generall y representing in 

percentage. According to the fi e ld data the unemployment rate among the age or 15-30 and 

above was 19 percent. Thi s percentage is based on that wo rking class who are seeking 

employment. Among the 81 percent of employed population un-paid labo r i. e women or house 

wives are included. 

T~b l e No. 2.2 Employment ~nd Unemploy ment 

Sr. No Division Vi~ Age Popul~tion Em ployed Unemployed 

I 15-29 87 64 2 1 

2 30 ancl above 105 9 1 14 

3 Total in Numbers 192 156 2J 

Tota l in Percentage 100 81 .25 18.75 

Source: Field D~t~ 

The above 1T1entioned tab le shows the employment and unemployment percentage in the locale. 

The population below the age of 15 was not included in the percentages. The num ber of res idents 

above the age of IS was 192. Earli er the criteri a to find out the percentage already was 

mentioned. Among the employed population the house wives are included because they are the 

unpaid labo r. Acco rding to the cr iteria the unpaid labo r are included among the employed 

popu lati on. 
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2.9 Occupation 

People li v ing in Rawal Town be long to every sphe re of life . The major port ion of employed 

population belongs to gove rnm ent secto r. T he second large population is assoc iated w ith 

bus iness, trade, services delivery a nd pri vate o r co rporate secto r. Besides thi s there are so me 

rieople in the localc who arc hav ingjob and are a lso dealing the ir se lf bus iness. 
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Cha pter No.3 
Awareness about Citizenship and a Good Citizen 

Thi s chapter i.e chapter three is based on fi e ld data. The respondenfs perception about different 

concepts· is documented in thi s chapter. Thi s chapter is based on two sub concepts of broader 

concept of citi zenship; awareness about citi zenship and the qualiti es of a good citi zen. In thi s 

chapter first of all the awareness of Paki stani yo uth about the concept of citi zenship is di scussed. 

Secondl y the qualities of a good citi zen are di scussed. A citi zen has different ri ghts and duti es at 

different leve l. In thi s chapter the ri ghts and duti es of youth have been di scussed. The rol e of 

education , teacher, and civics studi es is impoltant for shaping citi zenship behavior among yo uth , 

so thi s is the part of thi s chapter. Thi s chapter gives the reader an understanding about the 

percepti on of citi zenship among Paki stani yo uth . 

3.1 Citizenship 

Defi ning the concept of citizenshi p is a prob lem for the yo uth. The most common concept about 

citizenship is that a person who li ves in city is a citizen. The person who lives away from city is 

not a citizen. In Urd u language word 'Shaher' is used for ci ty. Likewise word 'Shaheri' is used 

for a person liv ing in city. The youth bas icall y misinterpret the meaning of citize n. The concept 

of citi zenship, after probing. among yo uth is that citizen is a pe rson who li ves in a partic ul ar 

geographi ca l defined boundary. and uses the resources o f country or state. In return the 

gove rnment must own him or her as a citi zen. Talking about the general concept of citi zenshi p a 

respondent gave an example and stated that at the time of partiti on of subcontinent, a large 

number of mi grants mi grated to Paki stan. Newly emerged state gave them the status of Paki stani 

citi zens, but soc iety still considers those mi grants as " Mohajir" (migrants). On the other hand , 

when Soviet Union attacked Afghani stan and a large number of Afghan refu gees entered in 

Paki stan. Those people have li ved here for 30 yea rs and are contributing to the Paki stani Gross 

Domesti c Product (GOP). Bes ides thi s they are utili zing the resources o f country and they do pay 

tax. but they are not being considered as Paki stani citi zens. National Database and Registrati on 

Authority (NA DR A) do not issue Nati onal Identity Card s to them. So hence it is clear that to 
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own a country is not the onl y thing to do with the citi zenship or an indi vidual till the time the 

state does not rec iprocate. 

Among respondent another general concept of citi zenship ex isted that a person who knO\,vs his or 

her duties and does not go against \,vrit of the state is a good citizens. One who follows the law 

ancl order mentioned by the state, be ing member of a group, community or resident of a state. 

one who is borne in a co untry, pays tax and etc is the citi zen of a country . . 

Thi s general concept has so many contrad ict ions that our yo uth do not take care in their dail y 

life . A respondent mentioning the contradictions regard ing the general concept of ci ti zen stated 

that the concept of cit izenshi p is very complex. Dipl omats clo pay the tax. fo ll oy" the law ancl 

order more than general public of Paki stan. use the resources of country, their wives give birth to 

their children in Pakistan and some of the forei gners spend their whole li fe in Paki stan but they 

are not considered Paki stani citi zens. Ta lking abo ut the life of hi s fat her. respondent stated that 

hi s father spend his torty years of life in Saudia Arabia but they did not offer him Saudi identity. 

3.2 Characteristic of a Good Citizen 

During in-depth interviews and focus group discuss ions the question regarding the qualiti es of a 

good citi.zen was rai sed. In response to thi s question there were different perceptions by yo uth. 

None of the respondent brie fl y described the qualities of a good citizen. Accord ing to the 

respondents the general qualities of citizens are, a citi zen must get ed ucation, he or she Illust 

cOlllmitted to hi s or her wo rk. a citi zen must respect to the constitution and law of the state and a 

citi zen must serve the country. For thi s purpose it is not necessary for the citi zen to be the part of 

state as far as hi s or her work is concerned. Whil e remaining in palticul ar sphere of lite he or she 

must serve the country. A citi zen must not work aga inst the country. 

Be low table sho\,vs the perception of respondents about the loremost characteristics of a good 

citizen. Duri ng fi e ld work multiple responses on certa in responsibilities of a good ci ti zen were 

documented among the respondents . 
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Table NO. 3.1 Perception of Respondents about Characteristics of a Good Citizen 

Sr. No Chal'acte ri stics No. of Respondents Percentage 

1 Get Edu ca ti on 24 96 

2 Co 111 111 itted to Wo rk 22 88 

3 Fo ll ow Law 25 100 

4 Serve Coun try 21 84 

5 Knowledge of Ri ghts and Duti es 16 G4 

6 Respect Constituti on 05 20 

Source : Field Data 

Above tabl e describes the perception of respondents. Acco rding to the respondents a good citizen 

must get educati on, committed to hi s or her wo rk. foll o\'\" the law described by the stat, serve the 

country by wo rking hard in hi s or her fil ed, have knowledge of hi s or her ri ghts and should 

respect the constitution as a cit izen. 

Talking about writ of layv a respondent stated that those Paki stani nati onals who are wo rking 1-'01' 

te rro ri sm and mili tancy are not Pak istani citizens. He further stated that in each of the act of 

citizen there must be a glimpse of individual prosperi ty. This individua l prosperity wi ll be further 

seen in the prosperity or country. 

A co mmon statement given by the respondents, rega rding the qualities of a good citi 7.en was that 

a citizen must know hi s or her duti es and ri ghts. He or she must know hi s or her limits. A 

respo ndent stated that a ci ti zen is one who li ves a life of hul11ans. A person who is liv ing a lire or 

Stone Age person must not be considered as a citi zen. 

3.2.1 Youth and Citizenship 

The general perception of Paki stani youth is that at present print.and electroni c medi a is ve ry 

powerful. Youth do not know what is go ing on around them. Thi s is the age of internet and 

inf'o rmation technology. Every thing can b found on internet. But Paki stani yo uth do not want to 

know their duti es and ri ghts. A respond ent stated that Paki stani yOLith . who have access to 

internet. are busy in wa tching po rn sights and wasting' time on face book. Yo uth around us are nol 
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using the facility of internet to know their rights and duties as citizen. Awareness of youth about 

their duties and ri ghts as citizen exists to very minimal level. While remaining in this minimal 

leve l they have very limited qualities ofa good citizen as we ll. Yo uth think abo ut individuali sm. 

Every body wants to get ahead individua ll y. Nobody thinks for the benetit of the state. Due to 

the lack of education people do not have knowledge abo ut the ir ri ghts and duties, ""hich is why 

they do not have qua lities of good citi zen. 

3.2.2 Qualities of Good Citizen among Respondents 

Talking about qualities of good cit izen respondents stated that they have qualities of good citi zen 

to a very li mited degree. Respondents also stated that they do have qua liti es of good citi zen. but 

the ex isting qua lities are those about which they have knowledge. There are many qualit ies of a 

good ci ti zen that respondents do not possess. because the respondents do not have knowledge of 

citi zenship. Most of the respondents were students, they stated that they know the qualities but 

on operational leve l or practicall y they do not live their life as a good citi zen. They themselves 

break traffic signals. oppose the government policies and are involved in soc ia l evi ls. Some of 

the respondents stated that they do pay the tax before gett ing their salary, obey the law. do have 

education and apart from all of thi s they try to fo llow the ru les. They try to li ve the life of good 

citizen. 

During focus group discussion a respondent sa id that all of us are corrupt. At every moment we 

do prefer our own benefi ts and we double cross the rules and laws of the state. Duri ng field work 

it was criti call y observed that there was a large difference between acti ons and wo rd. The ac tions 

of the respondents were totall y against the \-vord of respondents. For examp le at micro leve l there 

is responsibility of a citi zen to keep hi s or her street clean. But bas ica ll y they are themselves 

responsible for not keeping their streets clean. Yo uth know their duti es but they do 11 0t take 

practica l steps to fu lti ll their duties. 
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3.3 Rights of a Citizen 

According to youth, they are not fami li ar with their duti es: same is the case with ri ghts. Our 

yo uth are not familiar with their ri ghts. Yo uth are not hav ing knowledge abou.t their ri ghts as 

citi zen. According to the respondents the general rights of cit izen are food . ilea lth and job 

opportuniti es . On probing it was included in the statement that besides genera l ri ghts there are 

basic right·s as we ll. These bas ic ri ghts of a citi zen are security of li fe and property. shelter, 

educat ion, c lothing, recreation , vote, bas ic amenities, modern ameniti es and freedom of 

ex press ion. A state must provide a ll these ri ghts to its citi zens. Although there are some comfo rts 

in·the form of modern ameni t ies that state should prov ide to ci ti zens at a ll leve ls. For such 

comforts c iti zens pay utility bil ls. If these are being provided to a citi zen by the state then in 

response state must call for the dut ies of c iti zen. 

Table No. 3.2 Ri ghts of a C iti zen via Priority 

Sr. No Types of Rights No. of Respondents Percentage 

I Prim ary Ri ghts I. Food 25 100 

I 2. Shelter 25 100 

I 
, 

Employment 25 100 .J. 

4. Vote 25 100 

5. Health 22 88 

2 Secondary I. Education 20 80 

Ri ghts 2. Security of Li fe 21 84 

3 . Security of Property 15 60 . 
3 Other Ri ghts I. Freedom of Ex press ion 19 76 

2. Recrea ti on 10 40 

3. Basic Amenit ies 05 20 

4. Modern Ameni ties 14 56 

Source: Field Data 

Above table shows three d iffere nt types or ri ghts. Primary ri ghts are those ri ghts that are very 

im portant for the respondents. In thi s tab le the multiple responses of respondents about ri ghts of 

a citi zen are menti oned. 
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3.3.1 Youth's Access to Rights 

As citi zen youth is not sati sfi ed with their access to rights. In the current Paki stani situati on 

almost every Paki stani c iti zen is insecure. Being a member of any state, the ri ght of security is 

co nsidered the bas ic ri ght of citi zens. A respondent said that the class and caste system has 

snatched the bas ic ri ght of security from a common man. Likewise there is div ision o f' masses in 

Paki stan. A vast majority of youth are being depri ved form their basic ri ghts. 

Ta ble No.3.3 Level of satisfaction of Yout h a bout Access to Ri ghts 

S r. No Level of Satisfaction No. of Respondents Percentage 

1 High Leve l o f Satis fac ti on 0 0 

2 rvtediu11l Leve l of Sati s fact ion 2 S 

3 Low Leve l of Satis faction 5 20 

4 Not Agree at All 18 72 

5 Tota l Res pondent s 25 100 

Source: Field Data 

Above tab le shO\vs thc sati s faction of yo uth about their access to their ri ghts. None of the 

respondent was highl y satisfied over hi s or her access to ri ghts as a c iti zen. According the 

perception of respondents they do not have access to their ri ghts as citi zen. Youth are wretched 

at present regard i ng thci I' access to thei I' ri ghts. 

Above table shows that leve l of sati sfacti on of youth about their access to their ri ght in 

qua ntitati ve form . A vast maj ority o f respondents stated that they do not agree with the statemcnt 

that being citi zen they have access to their ri ghts. 

A female respondent said that here aga in di scriminat ion can be seen on the basis of gender 

inequality. She sa id that being a girl she does not have eq ual access to her ri ghts at her home. In 

Pakistan youngsters have very I imited access to their ri ghts. Furthermore, she sa id that if males 

and females were to be treated equall y than fema les would have access to their ri ghts. She 'vvas of 

the view that currentl y females are not being treated equall y to males. 
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A respondent said that Pakistan is one of the developing co untries and the state does not have too 

many resources. State is in severe debt. Foreign investment is as eq ual to nil. Within the limited 

reso urces government tri es to prov ide ri ghts to citizens. Unfortunate ly, all such acts of prosperity 

and development of co untry a re mired by the politicians. Oppol1unities are be ing hestowed on 

the basis of political associations. Furthermore, he said that at present in Pakistan corrupti on is 

o n its peak. Government officials are snubbing ri ghts of citizens. 

3.4 Role of Citizen at National Level 

A citizen is very much impOliant for the prosperity of a co untry. A ll of the respondents 

suppol1ed the rol e of a c iti zen for the prosperity and development of the co untry. A citizen 

should be educated and he or she should share knowledge in society. Every citizen should 

contribute hi s share for the deve lopment of country. 

Defining the rol e of a c itizen for the prosperity of country a respondent said that ro le of a c iti zen 

for the prosperity and deve lopment of a country is just like ro le of a bri ck for the constructi on of 

a building. So many bricks are required for construct ion of a building. Likewise so many c iti zens 

are required for the prosperity and deve lopment of the country. All of the c iti zens must pay tax. 

obey the law, have courage to give up their li ves fo r co untry and etc. Further the respondent 

stated that when citizen do not get their ri ghts then it is quite imposs ible that they would give 

their output. Population is considered among one of the basic pill ar of the state. Without the 

population no geographi cal area can be considered as a co untry or state. State must ensure the 

education of a c iti zen. In response, the citizen w ill work for the betterment of country. In fact it 

i ~ the role ofa c iti zen that defines the progress. prospe rity and deve~ifIIII@~~:£,a 

3.5 Responsibilities of a Good Citizen 

Defining duties of c iti zen , respondents stated that a c iti zen mus . vidua l limits. 

most duti es of a citi zen are to pay tax. obey the law, behave we ll with the people around him. 
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condemn the anti -state elements, respect the state institutions, oppose corruption along with rest 

of the soc ial ev il s, protect the country and must palt icipate in productive activ ities. 

Talking about the duti es of a good citi zen a respondent said that it is always a two way process. 

Thi s, two way process is give and take process. None of the achievements are ga ined via one 

way process. It means that when state provides the ri ghts of a citi zen than in response a citi zen 

wi ll give hi s or her output. But the current situation in Pakistan is based on one way process. 

State is expecting yo uth to fulfill their duti es. But on the other hand the rights of the yo uth and 

citi zen are being snubbed by the state. 

3.5.1 Situation of Country and Youth's Responsibilities 

A citi zen is unaware on being a citizen. In Paki stani society citi zens do not know any detinition 

of citi zenship. [n the current situation of country youth spec iall y are not fulfilling their duti es. 

They are not being provided opportunities to fulfill their duti es . Ul1employment can be observed 

in every sphere of life. Government is not provid ing ri ghts to citizens. In Baluchistan . province 

of Paki stan, Baluch Nat iona li sts are against the government. Baluch Nationa li sts are directly 

oppos ing to the writ of state . All o f Baloch Nationali st youth do not cons ider Pakistan as their 

country. A Baloch Nationali st respondent said that the resources of Baluchistan are being utili zed 

by the Federal Government, and in response they are not being provided roya lty of their natural 

resources. He was of the view that Federal Government of Pakistan is responsible for the 

poverty, lack of development and deprivation in Baluchistan. 

Another ·Baluch respondent said that he would like to talk about Baluchi youth rather than 

talking about Pakistani youth. He did not claim Paki stan as hi s country. Furthermore. he said that 

Baloch youth are partly fu lfilling their responsibi lities as Baluch Citizen. Because they are the 

part of main stream efforts for gett ing freedom for Baluchistan. On the other hand it may be said 

that Baluch youth are not fulfilling their responsibilities because they do not have education and 

they are totally unaware form the concept of citizenship. 
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Ta lking about the respo nsi bili ties of Pakistani yo uth a respondent said that although youth are 

not ful filling their duties. yo uth are interested to participate act ive ly for prosperity of Paki stan . 

Suppose Pakistani youth do rerform their duties transparentl y than such yo uth are not accepted 

by the system. Primaril y yo uth are not given a chance to wo rk fo r the betterment of the co un try 

and if they are given chance than there are ce rtai n lines demarcated for yo uth to work with. If 

yo uth do not ""ork within demarked lines than. they become hurdles fo r the system. In response 

they are fired from the systen"l . 

A respondent said that he was a contract employee of an internationa l organi zation as monitoring 

and eva luation offi cer. He was appointed in Sindh for six months to monitor a project. At the end 

of that proj ect he submitted the report to the hi gher authoriti es of hi s organi za ti on. Acco rding to 

him he reported actual data and quality of v.rork which sho\ved irregulariti es in on go ing projec i. 

In that proj ect there was corruption of more than 25 0 million rupees. The higher authoriti es were 

directl y in vo lved in thi s corruption. The directo r of the organi za ti on asked him to change the 

report. He refu sed to change the fact reported in the report. The authorities also offered hi m bribe 

for thi s purpose. He refused that bri be and remained determined on hi s decision. The 

organization gave him his resignat ion letter and he has to lose hi s job in response to speaking 

truth. 

3.6 Rights of a Citizen at Domestic Level 

Yo uth are sati sfi ed with their ri ghts at home. All o r the male respondents said that they are 

sati s fi ed with their ri ghts that are being provided (0 them at home. There was a sli ght vari ati on 

among the female respondents in thi s rega rd . Fema le respondents said that they are not gett ing 

their full ri ghts at home. Acco rding to them thi s was just because of gender di scriminati on. Their 

parents are providing them ri ghts off·ood, shelter. education. health care. and clothing . . 
According to them the freedom of express ion is an impol1ant ri ght, which is not bei ng given to 

them at home. They are not considered part of dec ision making process. 
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Talking about ri ghts at home a female respo ndent stated that there is no c lear definiti on of ri ghts 

but. the rights direct ly concern ing her a re being provided to her at home. The onl y ri ght that is 

not be ing provided to her at home is that she does not have I't'eedom of expression at home. 

A male respondent said that if his parents do not have access to their ri ghts how he can have 

access to hi s ri ghts at home. He was of the view that if state is not providing the ri ght of hea lth 

faci lities to hi s parents than how can they provide him the best medical fac ili ti es at home. 

Furthermore, he said that w ithin the limited sources hi s parents are doing the ir leve l best to 

provide him such ri ght. 

3.6.1 Role of Youth in Domestic Affairs 

Youth have different rol es in domest ic affa irs. But youth a re not fam ili ar with the ir ro le. To the 

degree youth do know the ir role ; they are not playing it according ly. Among those fam ili es. 

w here the father is head of househo ld there youth have very limi ted ro le in domestic affairs. The 

respondents of such fami li es do not have any res ponsibility in economic act iv ity. Youth is bound 

to act upon the directi ves of head of househo ld. In nuclear fami li es father is head of household 

and in extended families the grandfather is head of househo ld. To have se lf human cap ita ls i.e to 

ea rn the liv ings is one of the major quality of a c iti zen. Pakistani youth is not familiar with thi s 

quality as a c iti zen. The depend ency of youth o n parents in eco nomic way is very common in 

Paki stan. 

A fema le respondent said that in her famil y her role is defi ned to cooking and household wo rk. 

When ever there comes a time of dec is ion making, she and her sisters are not bothered . He r 

brothers are a lways preferred in such case. At the time of he r e lder s ister ' s marriage. her s ister' s 

c'onsent was not soughed. She said that according to the Is lam ic teachings there must be inquired 

consent of g irl before marriage. 

47 



3.7 Responsible for Fulfilling Rights 

There are different stages of li fe and with every stage of li fe ri ghts keep changi ng. In childhood it 

is the responsibil ity of the parents to provide rights to their chil dren. The parents bring up the 

children. In late r stage it is government responsi ble for providing ri ghts. Both parents and 

children are citizens. If state is not providing ri ghts to parents than how would it be possible for 

parents to provide rights to the chi Idren? Parents of Pakistani yo uth do not have themselves 

access to ri ghts. They are not in such a position to provide all poss ible rights t6 their children . 

. Parents, soc iety and government a ll of them are responsible for providing rights to citizen. 

Paki stani soc iety is not providing youth a space to play their effective role. That is why yo uth are 

being misled day by day. Youth clai m that it is primarily the state which is responsibl e for 

providing ri ghts to citizens. The perception of respondents about the responsible fo r fulfilling 

their rights is mention in below table . . 
Table No. 3.4 Responsible for Fulfi lli ng Rights to Citizens 

S r. No Responsible for Fu lfilling No. of Respondents Pel'Centage 

Rights 

I Parents 18 72 

2 State 25 100 

3 Society 07 28 

SOli rce: Field Data 

Above table describes the perception of respondents for responsible to fulfill ri ghts of a citi zen. 

The respondents had multiple responses against the quest ion that who is the most responsib le for 

providing rights to citi zen. All of the respondents stated that it is government that is more 

responsible to fulfill rights ofa citi zen. 

Talking about the role of state in prov iding ri ghts to citi zens a respondent said that gove rnment is 

not providing rights to its citi zens. He stated that democracy is very much necessary for 

providing rights. At present current government is the worst ever example of democracy because 

in thi s government corruption is at high leve l. A government must provide full ri ghts to the yo uth 

because youth are the most important human capita l. whi ch must not be misled. He said that if 

youth are misled than yo uth wou ld not lead country to wards prosperity. 
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3.7.1 Hurdles for Providing Rights to Youth 

During fi eld work it was close ly observed, particul arl y while conduction in-depth interviews and 

fo cus gro up di scuss ion, that most of respondents were not aware of the hurdl es that are causing 

hindrance in providing ri ghts to yo uth . Respondents co ll ective ly agreed that corruption. in 

di sc ip linary government, te rrori sm, wa r aga inst terror, less fore ign investment, foreign debts 

along with foreign aid and political instabi li ty are the prime cause of hurdle to provide ri ghts to 

yo uth. Country is in severe debt. We are not in such a position to pass a debt free budget. Due to 

terrori sm the investors do not invest in Pakistan and fo reign aid is a mass ive problem to provide 

ri ghts to yo uth . 

Table No. 3.5 T y pes of Hurdles for Providing Ri g hts to Yo u th 

Sr. No T y pes o f Hurdles No. of Respondents Pel'centage 
I 

1 Co rrupti o n 25 100 
I 2 Nepo ti s ill 19 76 I 

3 T erro ri sill 20 80 I 
I 

4 Wa r Aga inst Terro r 15 60 j 
I 

5 Lack o f Foreig n Investill ent 10 40 I 
I 
: 

6 Fo re ign Debts 07 28 i 
7 I n-di sc ipl in a ry Governill ent 22 88 : 
8 Po li tical In stab il ity 08 24 

9 I nte rn at i o na l Press ure 05 15 

10 Fo re ig n Aid OJ 12 
J 

Source: Field Data 

Above tab le contains the perception of respondents about the hurdles for providing ri ghts to 

youth . During fi eld work the technique of probing was used by the researcher whil e conducti ng 

in-depth interviews and focus group di scuss ion. The yo uth perce ives hurdles these factors 

mentioned in the above tab le fo r providing the ri ghts. According to the respondents corruption is 

the main hurdle for prov iding ri ghts to yo uth . Bes ides co rrupti on there are some other important 

hL~rdl es for proving ri ghts to yo uth like nepoti sm, terrori sm, war against terror, lack of foreign 

investment, foreign debts, in-di sciplinary government, po li tica l instability, internat ional pressure. 

foreign debt and foreign aid . Paki stani yo uth are not famili ar with the effect of foreign aid and 

foreign debts for providing ri ghts to citizens. 
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Wh i Ie discussing foreign aid as massive problem a respondent stated that because of foreign aid 

Pakistani nation is loosing interest in working hard. On the other hand deve lopment plans are 

being chalked out on the basis thi s foreign aid. Leaders of the country get foreign aid and they 

are being dictated by the donors. Furthermore, the respondent said that Kerry Luger Bill is the 

most recent example of such dictation , and thi s has been happe ning from the creation of Paki stan 

till today. International pressure and the threats of economi c sancti ons are also hurdles fo r 

prov iding rights to yo uth . Due to forei gn aid, economic act ivity of import and export halts for the 

time being and leads towards economic cri sis <lnd has other impacts as we ll. Paki stan is ranked 

number eight at world in wheat production , but still we import wheat every yea r. Govcrnment 

j ust imposes tax on citi zens to increase maximum revenue. The co ll ected revenue through tax 

and other sources is not being used for public we lfare , infrastrllcture deve lopment and etc. 

Bes ides all of thi s, politi cal and economic cri ses are also important hurdles in providing ri ghts to 

citi zens. 

A respondent sa id that in Pakistan from micro to mac ro leve l government machinery is corrupt. 

Accord ing to him nepotism is the reason and that is why the opportu ni ties of' employment are not 

being ge nerated. On the other hand the persons who are not eli gib le are be ing appointed on 

major posts. Through such acts to have aceess to rights is being difficult for yo uth. 

3.8 Opinion about Freedom of Exp.oession 

Freedom of express ion is ve ry im portant parti cul arl y 111 Pakistani context. There IllUSt be 

freedom of express ion to the masses at eve ry leve l in Pakistan. Youth are of the view that they 

are being neglected at every leve l. They are di scouraged whil e ex press ing their views. The 

utili zation of ri ght of freedom of ex press ion depends upon the ri ght of security. The ri ght of 

sec urity is necessary. Paki stani youth hes itate to exprcss their views beca use they are not sure 

about their future. The youth have fear on beco ming one of the mi ss ing person. 

Ta lking abo ut the freedom of ex press ion a female respondent sa id that there must be so me 

limitations in freedom of express ion. She sa id that every body must keep in mind the ri ght of 

freedom of express ion of other person. Our yo uth must keep in mind that the freedom of' a perso n 
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ends where freedom of others starts. She termed the misuse of freedom of expression as ""Mass 

Blasphemy". Whi le interpreting her term she said that in "Mass Blasphemy" no one respects to 

others and they cross the limits. 

3.8.1 Freedom of Expression at Micro Level 

There are two different views or yo uth on freedom of express ion at micro level i. c in society. 

Some of respondents are of the view that youth do not have freedom of express ion in soc iety. 

Society does not give importance to the opinion of youth. By not providing yo uth freedom of 

express ion in society the Pakistani yo uth are being di scouraged and mi sled in every sphere of 

Ii fc. The second view about yo uth 's freedom of ex press ion in soc iety is that there is partl y 

freedom of expression for yo uth in soc iety. Media has played an important rol e in giving sense 

of freedom of expression. Due to awareness given by media yo uth are being pal1l y encouraged as 

f'ar as their opini on is concerned. 

Table No. 3.6 Freedom of Expression of Youth in Society 

Sr. No Freedom of Express ion in Society No. of Respondents Percentage 

I Agreed 02 08 

2 Some what Agreed 05 :!.O 

3 Disagreed II 44 

4 Some what Disagreed 03 12 

5 Not at All 04 16 

Total 25 100 

Source: Field Data 

Above table shows the perception of respondents abo ut freedom of express ion of yo uth in 

soc iety. On ly two respondents agreed that youth are hav ing freedom of expression in soc iety. On 

the other hand II respondents di sagreed with the statement t,hat yo uth have freedom of 

express ion in soc iety. They were of the vie,,,, that yo uth do not have freedom of express ion in 

society. 

A respondent sa id that media is itself corrupt. Media seeks for its own beneiit. Although media is 

propagating social issues but these issues are directl y concerned to its viewershi p and business. 
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Talking about cu ltural impact on freedom of express ion a respondent said that federa l system is 

existing in Pakistan. In far-flun g areas 01' Pakistan there is no specific concept of freedom or 

express ion. In Sindh province of Pakistan the cultural system of 'A ulok' is ex isting for centuries. 

A ulak is a place situated at a distance frol11 residenti al area. At Autok all male gather. Fema les are 

not allowed to come aro und A lllok. In Sindhi cu lture male are prohibited to mi x with females. In 

A IIlak general issues are di scussed. In all types of discussions old age people can spea k and give 

their views. Wh ile yo uth do not parti cipates in any of the discuss ion. Furthermore, he sa id that 

yo uth do not have freedom of express ion in A lIlak and on the later stage of life ,,,,hen such type of 

yo uth which havc been brought up in such culture enters into practical life they do not have 

power of dec ision making. They are confused. He said that such people have raced deprivati on in 

life and "vhen at the later stage of life they get opportunity of powers they .iust mi suse it and do 

not include youth in decision making. 

3.8.2 Freedom of Expression at Macro Level 

Freedom of express ion at macro leve l means that freedom of express ion by the government. 

There are two different perceptions of yo uth on this issue. Firstly respondent had perception that 

gove rnment of Pakistan is partly giving freedom of express ion to youth . Basica ll y it is a di lemma 

that the elected representati ves of constituencies are not even all owed to speak in the parliament. 

On the other hand how it is poss ible that a common citi zen wou ld have fioeedom to spea k loud for 

hi s or her ri ghts? The other perception is that the state is not giving freedom of express ion to 

yo uth . 

A respondent belonging to Parachinnar sa id that Shia (A Muslim Reli gious Sect) people are 

being killed in target killings in Parachinnar. Aga inst thi s target killing the yo uth of Parachinnar 

commenced a hunge r strike and a protest before National Press Clu b, Islamabad . The bas ic 

purpose of thi s hunge r strike and protest ,,,,as to ga in the attention of med ia, human ri ght 

commi ss ion, organi zations working for human ri ghts and hi gh gove rnment offic ial s, so that they 

may take notice and stop target killing of innocent Shia peo ple of Parachinnar. This strike and 

prptest continued for eleven days but none of the media channel hi ghlighted the issues and 
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played their rol e to rai se the voice of yo uth. He concluded hi s statement hy saying that there is . 
no freedom of express ion in thi s country. 

3.8.3 Respect of Opinion 

At grass root leve l the op ini on of youth is not respected in soc iety. At household level yo uth is 

not part of op ini on makers. They are onl y among those who have to act upon the order or elders. 

On ordinary issues yo uth are bothered just for opinion. Paki stani society is male dominant. Head 

of household have power of decision mak ing. Onl y in limited cases youth is invo lved in decision 

mak ing. In such case the elder most sons are preferred for information sharing. op ini on mak ing 

and dec ision making. The gender di scrimination does ex ist at thi s leve l as \Ne ll. 

A respondent stated that she is a fema le and that is why her brothers are always preferred at 

every le'l4e l and in all types of domestic affa irs. Her concerns do not come under cons ideration. 

She said that in her fami ly females are not even given importance while taking dec ision of their 

marri ages . They are .iust told rather than getting op ini on about their marriage. 

3.8.4 Youth and Freedom of Expression 

Youth must have ft'eedom of express ion . Thi s will result in so lution of ex isting prob lems and the 

country will fl ouri sh by leaps and bound s. It is Pak istani yo uth that will run the future of country 

in up coming years. Thoughts and ideas keep on changing with the passage of time. Youth have 

been brought up in the modern age i. e the age of sc ience and technology and are hav ing modern 

thinking. The seni or citi zens do have experi ences of old age which are least required at present. 

Seni or citi zens are pushing back the yo uth of present era and their thoughts as we ll. Thi s is why 

Paki stani youth are the vict im of depress ion. Thi s depress ion is gripping Pakista ni youth in the 

age of darkness. Such worst exampl e of mi sled are pushing our youth towards wro ng track o r 

Ii reo 
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3.8.5 Effect of Freedom of Expression 

Youth un an i mously agree that freedom 0 f' express ion is very necessary. It bri ngs posi ti ve resu l ts. 

Freedom of express ion does have negative outcomes as \,ve ll. If youth mi suses the freedom of' 

ex press ion than it is go ing towa rds negat ive outcomes. resul ts and impacts. By enlarge I'reedoll1 

of ex pression brings positi ve effects on youth. Freedom of express ion has good results in the 

fo rm of sharing ideas and views. 

3.9 Awareness about Rights and Duties 

In general yo uth do not have awareness abo ut their duties and ri ghts as citi zen. Small po rtion of 

yo uth do know their ri ghts and du ties to a very limi ted extent. The ed uca ti on system has not 

co ntributed to te ll yo uth about their rights and duties. Yo uth are tota ll y blank about their rights 

and duties as menti oned in the constitut ion o f Paki stan. 

Talking abo ut awareness of ri ghts and du ties among youth a responde nt sa id that what so ever 

YCfuth know about their ri ghts and duti es is based on their observati on in soc iety and domestic 

training. FLllthermore, he said that he has gone through the subj ect of civic studies himself. He 

sa id that he knows hi s ri ghts and duti es to a ve ry lo w level. The issue is that he is not being 

entertained with his rights. 

3.10 Education of Respondents 

The respondents had diffe rent schoo ling background . Below tab le shows the schoo ling 

background of the respondents. According to the fi e ld data fourteen respondents had gotten their 

educati on from government institutions. Three respondents had their entire education from 

private instituti ons. And eight respondents were those who hael goti en their ed ucation from both 

private and government institutions. 
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Table No 3.7 Education of the Respondents and Category of Institutions 

Sr. No Category of Institution No of Respondents Percentage 

I Government Institut ion 14 56 

2 Pri vate Institution J 12 

3 Both Pri va te ancl Government 8 32 

Institutions 

4 Madras.\·C/ 0 00 

Total 25 100 
-

Source: Fi led Da ta 

The given above tabl e sho'vvs the num ber and percentage of res pondents according to the ir 

educa tional back gro und a long with the category of institutions. 

Be low table shows level of ed ucation amo ng respondents. T hi s tabl e is based on field data. 

According to the fi e ld data e ight perce nt of the respondents were middle, sixteen percent of the 

respondents were matri c ul ated. twe lve percent intermed iate, twenty percent grad uatcs and forty 

four percent of the respondents were masters' degree ho lders. 

Table No 3.8 Level of Education of Respondents 

S r. No Education No of Respondents Pel'centage 

I Middle 2 8 

2 Matri c 4 16 

3 FA/FSc J 12 

4 B.A/BSe 5 20 

:; M.A/MSe " 44 

Total 25 100 

So urce: Field Data 

3.10.1 Benefits of Schooling 

There are different benefits of go ing to sc hoo l. A ll over the wo rld educati on g ives wisdom and 

aware ness to yo uth . In Paki stan it is total ly opposite to thi s world wide concept of sc hoo li ng. In 

Pakistan peop le go to schoo l and get education just to sec ure good job. Thi s is the benefit of 

goi ng to schoo l w hi ch is be ing foc used on in Paki stani soc iety. Peop le are seeking for ed ucat ion 
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not 1'01' getting knowledge and moral learn ing. They are seeking for education (''01' the cause of 

sccuring job and respectab le status in society based on thi s job. 

Table No. 3.9 Perception of Respondents ahout Benefits of School 

S t·. No Benefit of Schooling No. of Respondents Percentage 

I Job 25 100 

2 Education 18 72 

3 K nowledge II 44 
--

4 Awareness 05 20 

5 Ski ll 17 68 

6 W isdom 02 08 

7 Moral Learning 02 08 

So urce: Field Data 

Above table shows the perception of yo uth about the bend its of schoo ling. The yout h perce ives 

that schoo ling provides an im portant ro le in providi ng job to students. Onl y two respondents 

consider~d wisdom and moral lea rning as benefits of schooling. 

Talking about benefit s o r schooling a female respondent sa id that man and human are two 

different things. There is a sharp difference in both man and human. A man thinks for himself 

whil e a human thinks for othe rs. Ed ucation shoul d not on ly be concerned with fi ll ing the blank 

papers. She said that when the human mind is fi ll ed with knowledge than it starts shari ng this 

knowledge. It is ed ucation that transforms man into human. There are very few people in the 

world who get education for wisdom. awa reness and learnin g. 

A respondent sa id that training and ed ucation are two different things. It is school that makes a 

human actuall y human. Bes ides education, train ing of indi vidual is necessary too. Both training 

and education are necessary. Furthermore, he said that in status quo soc ieti es li ke Paki stan job 

and ranks gives sense of superi ority. Thi s is why in Pakistani soc iety people get ed ucation for 

obta iningjob rather than learning. 
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3.10.2 Impact of Informal Education on a Citizen 

Educa ti on has positi ve effects on the life o r a human being. It is educati on which po li shcs 

pebbles into pea rl s. It is educati on whi ch makes the di f ference between good and bad choices. It 

helps in shaping an average citi zen to exceptiona l citi zen. All great soci eti es focus Oil educati on. 

Education is the way to li ve li fe. It is education which changes a man to human. 

Opposing the effects of ed ucati on on Ii fe a respondent said that education and knowlcdge are two 

separate things . The meaning of knowledge is to know. Educat ion is limi ted. to boo ks but it is 

knowledge which tell s about realities of life. Education has nothing to do with personality 

development, while kno'vvled ge is assoc iated with a ll of' the things of wo rl d. He said that youth 

are seeking fo r ed ucation rather then knowledge. 

3.11 CUlTent Education System and Citizenship Awareness 

Paki stani education system is di vided into three sectors. rirst is for upper c lass or thi s country 

second is for rest of the nation and the third one is Madras.'·o system. No ne of these three ty pes 

or ed ucation systems is effective for c itizenshi p awa reness. The sy ll abus is based on out ela ted 

cuiTicul a. The current syll abus is not effecti ve for promoting citi zenship awareness. 

A respondent said that the private system of education in Paki stan produces ru lers and 

bureaucrats, government schoo ls are producing clerks and the Madrassa educat ion is producing 

religiously extremist nat ion. None of them is giving birth to the not ion or nationalism and civic 

sense. Thi s is a majo r reason that Paki stan has not achieved any progress ye t. 

The youth be longing to Baluchi stan is of the view that in their area bui ldings of the schoo ls ex ist 

but staff is not present. The staff gets pay and gives the share to loca l tribe head. Forget 

education , they do not see even teachers in schoo ls. They have to go to main c iti es away from 

their homes for educat ion, which is a heavy burden on their parents. That is why people do not 

foc us on education. 
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A female respondent from Quetta said that in the initial days of her school life she hael to face the 

problem of understanding the offic ial language being used in schoo l. She sa id that basic 

education must be provided in the person 's mother tongue . She was of the view that government 

system of educat ion is prod uci ng just labors. The major problem is wi th the med i um 0 f 

instruction. The children who kno'.-v Urd u language can pick all the lectures eas il y. The dual 

language system isj ust resu lting in confusions. 

3.12 Effectiveness of Educational System for Citizenship Awareness 

Government educa ti on system is more effecti ve fo r citizenship awareness. Gove rnment system 

of ed ucation is spread all over the country. It is in a contro ll ed mec hani sm. But the co rru ption in 

thi s system has caused fai lure with its effecti veness. In far /lung areas teachers pay monthl y 

bribes to the hi gh offic ials and stay at home. In c iti es the situati on is a bit better. There is a dire 

need for change in the ex isting government system of educati on. There must be stri ct monitoring 

of teachers at all leve ls. Although gove rnment has made some progresses in the system of 

monitoring it is still not up to the mark. Pay sca le for teachers has improved, yet teac hers mai nl y 

focus on tuition centers. This cu lture ortuition has emerged to a vast degree. With the emergence 

C\('this culture of tuition teachers do not pay attention on the training and education ol'students at 

school. The private system of education has turned into a commercial activity, \,vhere there is a 

competition to prod uce position holders so that they get exce ll ence in their business. Teachers do 

not pay attenti on to train students. 

3.13 Role of Teacher 

A mother's lap is the first sc hoo l of a child , where a child gets training. After thi s it is a teacher 

\vho po lishes the character of a student. Besides home, schoo l is the place where a child spends 

Il1 0st of hi s time. Tcacher and student have a strong relati onship. At an ea rl y age a chil d has an 

immature bra in . The child 's learning capacity is strong at thi s age. A teacher is the role model for 

a student and has an important role in the character development of students. Teacher has an 

important ro le fo r awa reness of the idea of citi zenship among yo uth . In Paki stan it is a d il emma 

that the id le persons joi n the profession of ed uca tion to earn their li vings and most teachers are 
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\Vorki ng for their \Vages. Currentl y, the teacher has confined hi s students to just the booki sh 

kno\Vledge, unlucki ly students have turned into book\Vorms. Actua ll y teacher works like a ladder 

fa r hi s students and patheticall y no one heeds to hi s actual dut ies and responsibil it ies in case of 

teach i ng the students. 

3.13.1 Recommendations for Teachers by Citizens 

A teacher can do much more for th e promotion of idea of citi zenship among youth. Apart 

from sy ll abus they must focus on deli vering knowledge rather than educati on. so that 

they may produce good citi zens who have knowledge about their rights and duties. It may 

not happen in future that just like our current youth our upcoming generati on may also 

say that after fourteen years of education or so on we do not knO\;<,1 about our ri ghts and 

duti es . Teacher should not get trapped onl y in rote learning, but they should also teach 

civic sense to students. 

A respondent said that there must be training of teachers through refresher courses . A 

l11 echan~sm must be evolved to teach teacher about the knowledge of citizenship. He said 

that it is a dilemma that our teachers themselves do not know about their duties. that is 

why they are showi ng negli gence in their actual role as a teacher, same is the case about 

citi zenship awareness. He sa id that most of the teachers are unaware of the concept of 

cit izenship . In such a deplorable situation th ey feel shame to talk about thi s important 

top ic. 

3.14 Role of Parents 

Parents have a bas ic role for the promotion of citi zenship behav ior among children. The 

behav iors ofa child can me shaped at the ea rliest stage of life i. e childhood. At thi s stage of li fe 

a chi ld is totall y attached 'vvith parents especiall y mother. In Pakistan females are mostly li ving a 

Ii fe of house wife. A good mother can bring up a good citi zen by giving good training. The 

literacy rate of Pakistan is almost f'o rty seven percent. But thi s tigure is not correct. In thi s fi gure 
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the co ncerned institution has merged all those peop le who can on ly write their name. So. no one 

can say that al l of the literate population of Paki stan does know how to read a book or news 

paper. There is a mismatch at both ends. The role of government and education has ea rlier been 

Il:entioned. The parents should teach soc ial norms and manners. The citizenship behavior is not 

depe ndent on ly on government, society, teachers or parents but it is a mil e stone that can be 

ac hieved by a co ll ective effo rts. 

Whil e talking about the ro le of parents for the awareness abo ut the concept of citizenship a 

respondent stated that parents themselves are unaware abo ut their status of c iti zen. At household 

leve l the parents are fu lfi lling thei r du ties but at state leve l they are neither fu lfi lling their duti es 

nor are they aware abo ut their ri ghts. The transformation of any knowledge. depend s upon the 

knowledge an individual is hav in g. 

A fema le respondent, ",,larking in a pri vate schoo l, belonged to a vi ll age of south Punj ab to ld 

abo ut the role of parents for the awareness of citi zenship and sa id that in her nati ve mea there is 

existing one primary schoo l for females. She sa id that in Pakistan the ever lastil;g trend of early 

marriage of fe males has effected the ed ucat ion of female. The education is res tri cted to cities . 

The vi ll age popu lation that is 67 percent of the total population of Paki stan is almost deprived or 
thi s basic ri ght. She was of the vieyv that a ll over the Paki stan the cultural trend of gender 

discrimi nation has snubbed the ri ght of education form females. Female in form of mother, gives 

bi~t h and brings up the generat ion. 

3.15 Current Syllabus and Citizenship Behavior 

The current syll abus used in most schoo ls does not have any spec ific outline for citizenship 

awareness. The education system is not pl aying its ac tual role fo r civic sense. From c lass sixth 

sc ience is the part of sy ll abus whi ch has nothing to do with citi zenshi p awa reness. At late r stage 

i. e at matri cul at ion and intermed iate leve l subjects of pure sc ience are a part of sy ll ab us but 

soc ial knowledge is not part of thi s current sy ll a~us so it is not effective for citizenship 

awareness. There is need to amend our sy ll abus form primary to graduat ion leve l to match 

international standard. 
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In thi s regard a respondent said that there are two different stages chi ldhood and maturity; at 

childhood a child wa nts to play, ea t and sleep. At thi s peri od of age a child fee ls educati on and 

sc hoo ling as a burden on him . At thi s time questi ons regarding cit'izenship do not str ikes his or 

her mind,. The brain washing of a child would be ve ry much fruitful at thi s part of li fe. But our 

sy ll abus. educati on system and teachers are not playing their ro le. 

Another respondent said that in other countri es laws are obeyed. In Paki stan law is Illade for the 

sake of creating a document. If the impl ementati on of law is assured in Paki stan than whole 

system can be led in the ri ght direction. The sy ll abus till class lo th is not useful for citi zenship 

awa reness at all. 

3.16 Awareness about 'Civics Studies' 

'C ivics' is a subject spec ifi c to citi zenship awareness. In Paki stan thi s subj ect is being taught at 

in termediate level. The status of this subject is as optional. The students, who ta ll in the category 

of arts and humanitari an group opt thi s subj ect. Science students do not have opti on of thi s 

subj ect. During this research there we re 13 respondents who had not hea rd the name of thi s 

subj ect. There were I I respondents \vho had heard the name of thi s subject in thei r educati onal 

Ii fe. But none of these 24 respondents had gone through the course of 'C ivics' . Onl y one 

respondent sa id that he had not opted th is subject during hi s stud ies . He said that he himself red 

the tex t books of Civics for intermediate part one end two. Thi s subj ect is very important a ll over 

the \No rl d. But it is a dil emma that in Pa ki stan youth are not even fa miliar with the name of thi s 

subject. Apart from all of thi s, there are peo ple who know the importance of thi s subj ect and 

have some idea about the concept of citi zenship are not sharing their knowledge with others. 

Ta ble No. 3.10 Awa reness a bou t ' Civics Studies ' 

S r. No S tatu s No. of Res pondents Percentage. 

I Do not Know 13 52 
- -

2 Know th e Name II 44 

3 Read the Subj ect 01 04 
I 

Total 25 100 

Source: Fie ld Da ta 
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Above table shows the awareness or respondents about the subject of 'C ivics St~ld i es". Status or 

respondents abo ut the awareness or 'Civics Studies"" along with number of respondents and 

percentage is also mentioned in above table. 

3.16.1 Reasons to Elect 'Civics Studies' 

TI1e students at intermediate and graduation leve l opt the subj ect of 'Civics" for vari ous reasons. 

As far as the reason to opt thi s subj ect is conce rned the students opt thi s subj ect because it is easy 

and scoring without hard effOl1 and students can pass thi s subj ect with good marks. The student 

o r 311s and humanitari an groups are most idle and want to conct;:al their id leness and e lect thi s 

subj ect because this is easy to get good marks and easy to pass. There is no concept of career 

co unse li ng in Paki stan. Students elect subj ect mi stakenl y. Due to such mi stakes they have to face 

the fa ilure. After fac ing the fai lure they agai n elect easy subj ect just like 'C ivics studi es". 

3.16.2 Importance of 'Civics Studies' 

Perception about imp0l1ance of civics studies alllong youth varI es. There are three different 

perceptions about the importance of civics studies. The s ubj ec~ of civics studi es IllllSt be 

compu lsory for students. There is difference of perception at what leve l this subject shou ld be 

compulsOry. First perception of yo uth is that the subj ect of civ ics studi es must be compu lso ry 

rrom primary level. At thi s leve l the basics of civics studies must be included in the sy ll abus. At 

thi s basic leve l the children should be taught their role in society and speci fi ca ll y at househo ld 

leve l. With this the children wo uld know their duti es and ri ghts at home and in soc iety frol11 the 

start of their li fe. 

Table No. 3. 11 O pinion of Respondents about Importance of 'Civics Stud ies' 

S r. No. O pinion No. of Respondents Percentage 

1 Compul sory at Primary Leve l 06 24 

2 Compu lsory at M idd le Leve l OS 20 

3 Knowledge Part of Sy ll abus OR 
..,..., 
J~ 

4 COl11pul sory but Non-cred it 06 24 

Total 25 100 

Source: Field Data 
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Above mentioned tab le shows the perception of respondents about thc importance of civics 

st udies. The resea rcher info rmed the respondents about the subject of 'Civics Studies' and its 

contents. After thi s the resea rcher inquired the op ini on of respondents abo ut the im portance of 

thi s subj ect in syll abus and education system. Thi s table shows the op inions of respondents along 

with number of respondents and percentage. 

Secondl y, youth perce ives that the subject of civics must be compul sory from middle to 

intermediate leve l. There should be no concept of being fa il or pass in thi s subj ect. The subjec t o r 

civics studies must be compu lsory but non-credit. It must be taught for the cause 01' knowl edge 

not for the cause o f education. Through thi s the students will know their rol e as citizen and their 

importance for thc prosperity of county. 

The third perception was that c ivics studi es must not be a specific subj ect. Therc must be a 

mechani sm through which knowledge of c iti zenshi p awareness should be included in the 

sy llabus from class one to intermed iate. The extent of knowledge shoul d increase in each or the 

class. 

A respo ndent sa id that students fee l ed ucation a burden on them. They want to get rid of books. 

Civ ics studies should be included as a po rti on in compul so ry subjects such like Urdu. Pakistan 

Studies and Islami c Studies. The approac h of simpl e to complex may be considered. There must 

be some training of student s at each leve l during their stud ies. The respondent said that he . 
belonged to Sindh province and fo r the first time he came to know about the rul es of traffi c 

signals in Islamabad in year 2009 when he was 25 yea r old . Such trainings and awareness should 

be provided to the students in the start of their academic carri er so that they may know the 

importance of citi zen's ro les, ri ghts and duti es. 

3.16.3 Tools for Shaping Citizenship Behavior 

There are two basic tool s for shaping citi zenship behav ior: form al education and domestic 

training. Among these tV,lO formal educati on is ve ry important . Both f'o rmal ed ucati on and 

domest ic training have equal effect on shapi ng citi zenship behav ior. Besides l'o rmal cd uca ti on 
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need fo r a dedicated teacher has its own importance. A good mother gives birth to a good nation. 

Here a good mother is the one who herse lf has form al ed ucation of citi zenship behavior. It is 

quiet di rficult that a mother wou ld give birth to her child as a good national if she is herse ll' 

unaware of citi zenship behavior. 

A respolident sa id that at schoo l a child is bound to obey the laws of school. I-Ie has a fear of 

teac her. By force hi s or her c iti zenship behavior can be shaped. The trai ning at school go ing age 

shapes the behavior and thi s behav ior becomes part of li fe. 

Domestic training IS important because a child spends most of hi s or her time at hOllle and 

through informal education a child learns so Illany thing at home. In Paki stani culture there are 

so many relatives of a child . These relati ve are found a ll the time around the child . They relllain 

vigilant a ll the time about the ac ti viti es of a child . The relat ives shou ld tell children abo ut their 

ro le at different leve ls. The relat ives do not kno\-v their responsiblites. The formal education of 

fam il y members is very important. The fam il y members can train a child spec ifi c to their cul tural 

knowledge. But for the joint cause of nationali sm formal education and domestic trai ning has its 

own importance. 

3.16.4 Sources of Citizenship Awareness 

Qinerent sources of citi zenship awareness are being used at domesti c leve l. At present te lev ision 

is being considered as the most powerful source of citizenship awareness. Bes ides thi s, radi o has 

been in LI se for thi s purpose but at present radio is not so import because in eve ry hOllse 

te lev ision is avai lab le. I n remote areas newspaper is sti II considered as an important too l for 

citi zenship awareness. Apart from all of the efforts of media and comm unication 'for the 

promotion of citizenship a\,vareness; the respondents are not sati sfied with the ro le of media . 

A female respondent, anc hor person of a private TV channel, said that at present the med ia IS 

presenting unethical pictures on screen. Every channel is running a race to increase its viewer 

hip . Because of the competiti on for viewer ship med ia is not presenting that it must present for 

the cause of nationali sm and citi zenship awareness . 
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Chapter No.4 

'On' Identity and Participation in Politics 

This chapter te ll s about the perception of Paki stani yo uth about politics. concept of identi ty and 

the partic ipation of youth in po li tics. III thi s chapter the issues of identity cri sis are bri e fl y 

di sc ussed. There are certain politica l instituti ons and these institutions have ce rtain rol e In 

Paki stani po li ti cs. Thi s chapter is based on fie ld data. III thi s chapte r the sati sfacti on leve l of 

yo·uth over their ri ghts, duti es and overall po liti cal situat ion of Paki stan is di scussed. Thi s chapte r 

helps the reader to understand the bas ic causes of dec rease in the leve l of Na ti ona l identity and 

the decrease in the level of patriotism among Paki stani yo uth. 

4.1 Interest in Politics 

In general everybody wants to ta lk abo ut po li tics. but less or more Paki stani yo uth talk about 

Pakistan i po lit ics. A vast majority of respondents said that they ta lk abo ut national and 

internati onal politics. Thi s shows Pak istani youth's interest in po li tics. Very minimal number of 

respondents said that they do not have or have least interest in politics. Most of the respondents 

sa id that politics is a negat ive thing. In Pakistani context it is not good thing and has a negative 

impact as compared to rest of the world. 

Ta lki ng about the interest in polit ics a respondent sa id that politics must be in the boundari es of 

Islami c teachings. Islam te ll s us that how to li ve a li fe and ill Islamic teachings the concept of 

politi cs has also been mentioned. Furthermore, he sa id that in our soc iety peo pl e consider poli tics 

as negati ve. The negative use of politi cs by the politi cal leadership has created a genera l negati ve 

perception of po liti cs among masses. otherwise poli ti cs is wors hip . 

!\ respondent sa id that a ll over the wo rld peo ple do politics for the benefit of peop le but, in 

Pakistan. political leaders do politics over the people. He sa id that he has interest in politi cs 

because he is one o f the masses. In Pakistan politi cs is being played over the masses and being 
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member of the state he is being aflected by the abuse of po li tics . I-Ie said that in such a situation 

Paki stani youth must know who is playing with their ri ghts? 

4.2 Participation of Youth in Politics 

The participation of youth in po li tics is very il11poliant. Yo uth is the backbone for the progress 

and prosperity of a coun try. Yo uth ' s paliic ipat ion in poli tics can bri ng a dramatic change in the 

c.urrent Pakistani po li ti ca l setup . Every Paki stani po li ti cal party is fo cusing on yo uth . There are 

two bas ic reasons behind that. Primari ly, yo uth are fo rty pe rcent of the total populati on of 

Pakistan . Apart from thi s yo uth are ru ll of energy. They have will power. Pakistani youth ca n 

bring positi ve change in soc iety by parti cipating in Paki stani po litics. There are lac ks of 

opportuniti es for yo uth to palt icipate in politi cs. Pak istani politi cs is fu ll of nepoti sm. Every 

politica l leader tends to bring their kid s and cronies for future leadershi p in order to rul e the 

masses. 

Ta lking abo ut partic ipati on of youth in po li tics a respondent said that for the prosperity and 

deve lopment of a country it is necessary to bring forward educated youth. Uneducated and phony 

degree holders cannot lead the country and cannot bring deve lopment and prosperity. He sa id 

that our youth have a very less participation in political setup of country. A true and visionary 

person can not lead thi s nat ion. Unluckil y Pakistani po li t ica l system demands million or rupees 

to prove an individua l as a po li tica l leader. It is money ""hi ch makes some body a politician . 

Here li es the main fa ult in the founda ti on that the currant and coming generation have no 

acco rda nce and bas ic kno wledge fo r what they are and for what they are work ing for? Loca l 

p01it ical leaders give orders to our yo uth to ,vork, and yo uth 's effo rts are being lost in dust. 

Another respondent sa id that po liti cs is a bad thing. It is just wastage oftil1l e, money and energy. 

He proposed that yo uth should not take part in po li tica l act iviti es til l the complet ion of their 

studi es. Po li tics is co rruption. He sa id that in Paki stani po li tics abso lute corruption makes some 

body an abso lute po li tician. 
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4.2.1 Political Discussion of Youth 

Among the di scuss ion by Pakistani youth : the most favored topic is Pak istani politics. During 

disc uss ions of Pak istani yo uth the major part of time is spent on the politica l situation or 

Pak istan. During in-dept h intervi ews it \~fas came to be know that the yo uth have affi li ati on with 

six major poli tical parties of Paki stan. These po liti ca l patti es are Paki stan Peoples Party, Pak istan 

Muslim League (N), Awa mi National Party, Paki stan Tehreek-e- Insaf. Mohatadda Qo mi 

MovemeJlt and Baluchi stan National Party. All these are major and reputed politi ca l parti es of 

Paki stan and have a strong position among publi c. Paki stani youth mostly di scuss the politi cal 

situati on of Paki stan with their fr iends. In some of the cases it was told by the respondents that 

whil e d iscuss ing the politi cal situati on of Pak istan they have very less interaction with their 

e lders at home. 

A respondent said that there exists a generation gap in each of the household. This generation 

gap ex ists between yo uth and the seni or generat ion that is why youth can not share their po li tica l 

views at household leve l. He said that po litica l di scuss ion is another issue: he does not even have 

co urage to di scuss hi s pri vate matters with hi s parents and elders at home. 

Table No. 4. 1: Po litical Affiliation of Pakistani Yo uth 

S r. No Po liti ca l Parties No. of Respondents Percentage 

I Pak istan Peoples Party 8 V) 
J~ 

2 Paki stan Muslim League (N) :1 20 

3 Awallli Na ti ona l Party ~ 12 .' 

4 Baluchi stan Nati onal Party ~ 12 ., 
--

5 Mohatadda QOllli Movement I 4 

6 Pak istan Tehreek-e- Insa f 5 20 

Total 25 100 

Source: Field Data Marc h-J ul y 2011 

The given above tab le depicts the po litica l amliation of Paki stani yo uth. Acco rding to the fi e ld 

da ta there are six major politi cal parti es with whol11 Paki stani youth are affi li ated. The names 01-

these po litica l parti es and the number and percentage o r the respondents is mention in thi s table. 
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4.3 Local Political Institutions 

There ex ist certain loca l po li tica l inst itutions in all areas o r Pa ki stan. The names of loca l po li tica l 

institut ions are not same in a ll areas o f Paki stan. In Punjab prov ince the name of loca l politi ca l 

institut ion is POl1chyal. In Khay ber Pakhtoon Khwa prov ince of Pakista n the. name or loca l 

politi ca l instituti on is Ji"go. Same kind or loca l politica l setup is ex isting in Baluchi stan prov incc 

o r Pakistan . But here are some changes in the body of institution and name as well. The name or 

local po liti cal instituti on in Baluchi stan is D C11 'al1. In Sindh prov ince it is Au/ak which dea ls with 

the local issues. 

4.3.1 Association of Local Political Institutions 

The local politi ca l insti tutions are assoc iated with politi ca l. judicial and economic ac ti vity. Thi s 

is the local political institution where I:'rom the supremacy o f a I.oca l leader starts. At the grass 

roo t leve l the loca l politica l leader has a strong influence at police station. By showing hi s 

economi c power he beco mes the head of loca l po liti ca l institution. In the mee tings he gives hi s 

decis ion abo ut the problems or loca l people. In some of the situati ons the local po li tica l leader 

seeks help frol11 po li ce, when hi s opponent party opposes him . Basicall y the role of loca l politi ca l 

institut ion is associated with judicial system. 

T able No, 4.2 Association of Local Political Ins titu tion i.e Pa nch yat o r Ji" ga 

S r. No, Response No, of Respondents Percentage 

I Judi ciary 25 100 

2 Politi cs 18 72 

3 Economics 04 16 

Source: Fie ld Data 

Above table shows the perception of respondents about the associati on o r local pol iti ca l 

institution i.e Panchyat or .Iirga. Acco rding to the perception of respondents local political 

institut ion is associated with judiciary. The local political institution dea ls with solving issues at 

local level. All of the respondents stated that Panchyat or .Iirga deals with dec ision maki ng in 

order to so lve the pub li c probl ems. Apart t,'om thi s 18 respondents were of the view that loca l 

68 



politica l institution is associated with politics and onl y four respondents perceived that it is a lso 

associated with economics as we ll . 

The loca l po lit ica l institu tio ns of Pakistan have a deep contact with the po li tics of Pakistan. 

Most of the popu lation li v ing in vill ages and remote areas of the country, where there is no 

ed uca ti on, the loca l po li ti ca l leader se ll s the vote of the sil ent majority on the bas is of his own 

interest. It is the local leader who decides for whom to vote far. On the directi ves and 

reco mmendations of that loca l leader the whole vill age or caste shows their sympathies for a 

pa rti cul ar poli tica l party. The indi vidual has no ri ght to get affi li ated with any of the po litica l 

paliy of hi s or her own choice. 

A respondent sa id that the purpose of loca l po li tica l institution is to format po litica l strength, so 

that the loca l politica l leaders may carryon their po li tica l ac tivity. Through thi s the loca l political 

leader wants to keep hi s pressure over the masses . The PCll1chy({{ basicall y is a platform far get to 

gather and from here the politics starts. \-Ie said that even in a small vi ll age there is more than 

one loca l po liti ca l leader. Each of the loca l po litical leader wa nts hi s supreniacy 0\ er the local 

peoples . 

4.3.2 Effective Institution for Justice 

There are ex isting two types of institutions In Pakistan; formal and informal institution fa r 

provid ing j ustice to people. The judicial system of the government is the fo rmal instituti on for 

just ice. Through thi s system there are ex isting large numbers of Courts all ove r the Pakistan. The 

informal institutions ex ist in form of local politi cal in stitut ions. Earli er it has been discussed. 

Both of the institutions are wo rking to provide justice to people. . . 

Majority of Paki stani yo uth are of the vie'vv that formal institutions, State's Courts. are more 

effective for providing justi ce to the masses . Thi s system ex ists all over the country. Among 

formal institutions the rul e and law is written and documented. Accord ing to the forma l 

institutions there are certa in puni shments for ce rta in acts. In the documentat ion and constitution 

of Pakistan no one is above law. While talki ng about the implementati on of law during l-'ocus 
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group discuss ion a respondent sa id that there is no implementation 'on law in Paki stan. Ir the law 

is properly im plemented , than the formal institution of justice wou ld be the best to provide 

justi ce to peop le. 

A respondent who viewed the informal i nsti tution of .i ustice more effective for provicl i ng.i ustice 

to the people, sa id that the forma l institutions of j ustice are least effect ive for prov iding justice to 

the masses. It takes to much time to get justice from formal institution of justice. He said that hi s 

grandfather charged a fi le in the Distri ct CO Llli . The case was aga inst those \,vho encroached over 

hi s gran~fathe r 's land . To get justice hi s grandfather had to go to Hi gh Court. Hi s grandfather 

di ed and some of hi s grandfather's sons as \",e ll. He sa id that at present almost 39 yea rs have 

passed and the court has not given the decision of the case whi ch was presented by hi s 

grandfather. He said that the informal justi ce system i.e justi ce through loca l justi ce institution is 

more effective. Furthermore, he sa id that the process of justi ce is simpl e and free in informal 

system of justice and that is why he prefers thi s institution . 

4.4 Youth and Local Political Institution 

Local po liti cal institutions are existing al l over Pakistan. The names of local political institutions 

vary region to region. The policies and act ivit ies of loca l po litical institut ion are al most same . 

When a Jirga or Panchyal is held the senior 1110st member of the soc iety have power of decision 

makin g. In most of the cases the head of loca l po liti cal institution i. e. Panch),al, takes the 

dec ision. The role of these institutions is to so lve the public problems. The person who has the 

most innuence in their loca le area and have say in loca le government system i.e. KOlechari 

(Court) and at loca le po li ce station can become head of Panchyal or Jirga. Onl y head of loca l 

politica l institution inquires abou t the reasons and consequences of publi c problem. In Punjab 

land ovvner can become a head of Panchyul because he has strong influence and authoritati ve 

power over hi s people of constituency and hi s tenants. Same is the case in Sindh prov ince. 

Among Pushloon areas a person who has more man power can become a head 0 (' Jirgah. In 

Ba luchi stan there ex ist small tribes, so the tribes head take the dec ision of every soc ial problem. 

70 



During fi eld work 55 percent of the respondents said that. they parti cipated in gathering o f' loca l 

po liti ca l institution. They sa id that they pa l1i cipated because their famil y issue was be ing 

di scussed in local politi ca l instituti on. Rest o f' the 45 percent respondents said that they have 

never part icipated in social gatherings of local po l itical institution . These respondents have heard 

about formation of loca l po litica l institution. Al l of the respondents said that youth 's opi ni on is 

tak en for granted in loca l po li tica l institut ion i.e. Panchyal and Jirgah. Youth have no ri ghts to 

intervene in the process of ta lks at Panchyal or Jirga. The old people do speak in ~uch gatherings 

but youth have to see k permission fl'om the head of Panchyal before speaking. It' s very rare that 

the head ofPal1chyol or Jirgah al lows youth to participate in process of dialogue. 

A respondent sa id that there was a probl em of hi s father' s land in year 2005. The opponent party 

ent.roached hi s father' s land . The issue was brought to the loca l Pancl~)lal. At that li me he was 

present in Panchya/. He said that. during talks hi s father and grandfather sought for permi ss ion 

from Sarcler (t itl e for loca l po litica l leader) in order to speak. He said that, he was fu ll of 

fru strati on. During the di alog process he spoke loud and wanted .to share hi s point of view. Ili s 

fath er interrupted him and said that, youth do not speak when e ld~ rs are speaking. He said that 

thi s trend is being fo ll owed fo r centuries. FUl1hermore, respondent sa id that yo uth must have 

freedom of express ion at every leve l. 

A femal e respondent, while talking about local po litical institutions, said that in Pashtoo culture 

.lirgahs are held for so lvi ng the problems. She said that, in Jirga females have no ri ght to present 

herse lf. She sa id not to menti on the freedo m of expression of fema le in .lirga, female are not 

even a ll owed sending their message through a messenger in Jirga . She said that issues regarding 

fe mal e come under di scuss ion in Jirga. The basic issue is that the one (fema le) who is being . 
di scussed in Jirga is not all owed to present her point of vie",'! herse lf before .lirga. Th di scuss ion 

ofJirgo become biased when the one sided story has been presented in Jirga. 

Yo uth have no ri ght to speak in loca l politi ca l and judicial activiti es . In such act iviti es seni or 

citizens can speak. As far as the decision making is conce rned , the head of Panchl'Cl/ or .lirga 

takes the decision. A respo ndent belonging to Baluchi stan said that there are small tribes in 
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Baluchi stan, and there is a chier for every tribe. Every matter is presented before the chi ef: in 

such a situation when a tribe chi ef cannot so lve the matters he tOr\,vards the issue to the Dewan. 

Dew{{/1 is the loca l name of .firgah in Baluchi stan. In Dell '(fI1 Chi efs or a ll tr ibes or areas sit 

together and make the di scuss ion after the heari ng. Furthermore, he sa id that youth are exc l uded 

during talks. The decisions are taken by one person i.e. chief. They are biased dec isions and thi s 

biasness is based on chi ef's persona l relations. 

4.51mportance of Vote 

All of the respondents said that to cast the vote is very important. The onl y ri ght that is being 

given to Paki stani nati on is the ri ght to vote. Vo te is the symbo l of change and the ri ght to vote is 

trle true exampl e of democracy. Casting a vote is the on ly way to bring change without an) 

di straction. By using the ri ght to vote youth can elect a leader of their own choice. Voting is the 

po\,ver or every common citi ze n. The di lemma in Paki stan is that people do not vote for their ovm 

choice. They are ordered to vote on the recommendation of their loca l land owner. political 

leader or any of the other intluential fi gures of their area. 

Talking about the importance of vote a respondent sa id that. casting a vote IS the nationa l 

responsibi li ty for every individual. The vote should be cast for a responsibl e person. He sa id that 

at present there is not even a single po litical leader capable of being elected . He sa id that in hi s 

nati ve area of Kh yber Pakhtunkhwa he and hi s famil y vote for a person who has already been 

elected before the election by the local politica l leader. In hi s village he has no i'i ght to cast the 

vote on the basis of hi s own choice. Furthermore. he sa id that not to vote on personal liking is 

bas ica ll y a bi g soc ial crime and it must be considered as corruption . 

4.6 Role of Education for Awareness of Politics 

Overa ll the system of education has no rol e in awareness bui Iding about po li tics among Paki stani 

yo uth . Paki stani yo uth do not know that how a bill is passed from the parliament and becomes 

the part of constitution. They do not know the process by which a person becomes a pres ident 

and Prime Minister of Paki stan. Thi s is a mi ss match. In weste rn and deve loped countri es. in 
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primary class the teacher tcll s to the student about the constitution of their country. Teacher te ll s 

student about their national and soc ial laws. In Paki stan there is 3" single subject call ed " Politi ca l 

Sc ience" which gives the awareness abo ut politics. The status of political science is opt io l1al, and 

is bei ng taught at graduation leve l. Pakistani youth do not have much interest in po li tics as far as 

to stud y the subj ect of Pol iti ca l Science is concerned. 

A respondent said that Paki stani yo uth di scuss politi cal situation of country for the cause 01' 

entertainment and to pass time. Paki stani yo uth wa nts to bring change in Paki stan but yo uth do 

not have the power to implement the law and that is why youth cannot bring change. He sa id 

that Pak istani youth are somewhat aware of politics by secondary source of informati on. 

!\ respondent sa id that he himself taken political sc ience apart from hi s regul ar courses. He 

purposed that Paki stani yo uth shou ld get to know about politica l sc ience either by go ing through 

the text book or using secondary source of informati on. He said that thro ugh thi s yo uth will get 

to know about politi cs but still need something to spark their interest. 

4.7 Group Activities of Youth 

Group ac ti vities have a sound impact on the characte r bui lding. Groups are form ed because of 

interest on ajo int cause. In groups, the group members are most of the time age fellows. Besides 

thi s the equa lity of status within the group is also ensured. This equality of status gives group 

members a better opportunity of freedom of express ion. Group act ivities promote the sense of 

responsibility and leadership . Apa rt from thi s the group act ivities helps yo uth to understand the 

importance of soc ial life. 

Paki stani youth are invo lved in different kinds of group acti viti es. The most com l11 on group 

ac ti vities amo ng Pakistani yo uth are sports ac ti viti es, political act iviti es, re li gious and soc ial 

ac ti viti es at micro leve l. Most of the respondents sa id that their status with in their group is just 

o f a member. During focus group di scuss ion a respondent sa id that regardless of sports activi ti es 

rest of the group acti viti es are j ust wastage or time and money. 

73 



4.8 Holding the Power 

In Pakistan there are two pillars ol'powe r. One is government and the other is public . On the ti me 

or election publi c becomes powerful. The mi suse of power by public result s in lost of' 

opportunity on the other hand the elected government becomes powerful for ·next (-ive years. In 

Paki stan every elected government had the support of civil and military bureaucracy. With thc 

help of these institutions gove rnment has abso lute power. The abso lute pO\,ver gives a success l'ul 

opportunity of corruption to the government. The government uses the nation by mi susing 

power. 

Table No. 4.3 Puception of Respondents about Power Holders 

Sr. No. Power Holder No. of Respondents Percentage 

I Govern l1lent 18 72 

2 Public 06 24 

3 None of Above 01 04 

Total 2S 100 

Source: Field Data 

Above tab le shows the perception of respondents about power holders. Eight een respondent s 

perceived that it is government who ho lds the power. There were six respondents who perce ived 

that it is public who holds the power. but onl y one respondent stated that neither government is 

powerful nor public. He was of the view that both government and public do not have power at 

different levels. 

A respondent said that, government is more powerful then a ci tizen. He gave variolls exampl es 

of governmenfs power. He said that in I ill May incident in Karachi the government misused 

power and in results several c iti zens lost their li ves. He sa id t~at, the government is more 

powerful then Paki stani nation and a cOl11mon citi zen. Thi s can again be observed in the ki lling 

case ofNawab Akbar Bughti . 

A respondent sa id that, none of gove rnment and citizens have power. Both gove rnment and 

citi zen are powerless. The government has supremacy over citi zens. At present Pakistani 

gove rnment is ruling brutall y. Thi s shows the power of government. On the other hand the 
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sovereignty of state is be ing challenged by drown attacks on Paki stani so il. By ru ling over the 

Paki stani citi zens' Pakistani government has always remained powerful. On the other hand 

dea ling with the international co mmunity. Paki stani government has always been powe rl ess. He 

said that. at mi cro leve l i.e. in internal affairs government is powerful just like a superpower. On 

the other hand at macro leve l i.e. in foreign affa irs Paki stani government is powerl ess. 

Another respondent sa id that a c iti zen is more powerful then gove rnment. She sa id that publ ic is 

one of the pillars of state. Thesc are citi zens who are the found ation of a country. Shc sa id that. it 

is the corruption of Paki stani government that sti II 46 percent votes have not been reg istered. 

Thi s shows that government is afraid of the po\Ner of the citizen. 

4.9 Perception about Identity 

Paki stani yo uth have different perceptions about identity. Identity cri ses among Pak istani youth 

ex ist in all areas of Paki stan. The yo uth do not knO\,v who they are and who they will be? The 

majo r identiti es of Pak istani yo uth are based on mother tongue, res idential area, ethnic gro ups. 

province and etc are di scussed in detail in the given below head ings. 

4.9.1 Mother Tongue and Identity 

Pakistani youth perce ives that identity is very much necessa ry. Identity is the basic ri ght of every 

individual. Pakistani youth perceives that identity is the di ve rsity and every indi vidual should 

fee l proud on hi s or her identity. 

The identity of Paki stani yo uth is mainl y associated with their mother tongue. 111 the tecleral 

capital of Paki stan the youth prefers to show their identity with their mother tongue. During ti e ld 

work the respondents told that their identity in Islamabad is associated wi th their mother tongue. 

The mother tongue of the respondents was Sindhi , Pw?jabi, Urdu. Sariaki, Balochi. Brahavi. 
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Pash/oo. Farsi Baann . Bali/. Kashmari. P% hm'i and Hindko. By showing identity with the 

mother tongue shows that there is mass ive identity crisis among Paki stani youth. 

During focu s group di scussion a respondent said that, parti cipant~ with difTe rent ethno- lingual 

identity are presented here. He said that, thi s difference of identity shows the identity c ri ses 

among the participants . He said that, during the di scussion the concept of identity was di scussed 

and during discussion he had not observed the identity as " Paki stani"'. 

Paki stani youth a lso feel proud about the superiority of their mother ton gue. Urdu speakers feel 

proud because Urdu is a nationa l language of Pakistan and as we ll as partl y official lan guage of 

Pakistan. Punjabi speaking youth feel proud because Punjabi I.anguage is the language of 

Paki stani bureaucracy. The Sindhi speaking youth is of the view that they are getting the ir basic 

educatiOJi in their mother tongue. Their National Identity cards are being issued in their mother 

tongue. They said that, thi s honor is only among them. None of the other ethno-lingual groups in 

Paki stan has thi s honor. It was o bserved that the re was a strong hatred among youth of every 

ethno- lingual group for other ethno-lingual gro ups. The Pashtoo speaker of Baluchi stan do not 

considered Baluchi speakers of the ir area. The reason behind thi s is that the Pashtoon of 

Baluchis/an are educated . T hey are having political powe r and they are part of c ivil bureaucracy 

of Ba luchi stan . That is why the Pashtoons of Baluchi stan have powers to dec ide the destiny of 

Baluchi speakers. 

4.9.2 Caste and Class System 

caste and c lass. T he caste exists a ll over Pakistan. On the other hand h -c lass exists on ly in 

major cities of Pakistan. The caste system is basically associated with fami ly history, ori gin of 

groups and profession of peoples. The class system is based on economic status. On the bases of 

47 The Persian Speaking popul ati on in Paki stan is known as " Farsi Baan" 
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economy there exists some classes i.e lower class. middle class. upper class. eli te class and 

exec uti ve class. The people of 10'vver caste change their caste when they come to city. It on ly 

happens when such people mi grate to the citi es. In the local area the peopl e do not change their 

cast because there is an interact ion of every people with one another. To change the caste in 

vill ages is considered as unethical and as we ll as a soc ial crime. There are some casts that are 

assoc iated with some profess ions. The elder generations pass this identity. based on caste. to 

their yo unger generation. The peo ple may shi ft from one class to another when they grow 

econom ica ll y. 

A respondent said that the class and cast system makes diffe rence between humct n beings. All ah 

has made some natural laws. No body can change these natura l laws. To change the natural laws 

''''ou ld be considered as an attempt to im ba lance the society. The equali ty in Pak istan is 

imposs ible. There are always some rulers and subject. So. to chall enge the natural law of All ah 

would be cons idered as to oppose the orders of All ah. 

1\ respondent while talking about the importance or caste system sa id that to change the caste is 

consider negat ive in hi s area. The respondent belonged to Sindh province. He sa id that the one 

who changed caste is as if the indi vidual has changed hi s or her father. To change the caste is 

considered as if an ind ividual has lost the soc ia l acce ptance. Pak i ~tani society is patrilinea l. To 

change the name of father in Paki stani soc iety means as if so me one has beco me an ill egitimate 

son and do not have information of hi s or her fat her. 

4.9.3 Identity and Caste 

Identity and cast have a deep relat ion. Cast ex ists within every ethno- lingual group. With in 

every ethno-lingual group there do ex ist other gro ups as we ll. Such gro ups 1110stl y based on 

caste. In every vill age of Pakista n, there do exist different castes'. The identity of a person is 

connecte9 with hi s or her caste . The people are very much status consc ious. During the fi eld 

\Vo rk it was close ly observed that Pa ki stani youth get offended even if someone ca ll s them by 

any other caste. Pa ki stani yo uth ree l proud on their cast. 
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Ta lking about identity and casts a respondent sa id that. All ah has said in Qman-I-Majeed that 

caste and tribes have been made so that people may kno"v each other. She sa id that identity is 

necessa ry. 

A respondent sa id that the teachings of Hol y Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) give lesson 

about equality. She said that according to the phi losophy of Islam black and white, poor and 

wea lthy are equal. The superi ori ty befo re All ah is based on acti ons of human beings. She sa id 

that in Paki stan the nobl es are respected on the bases of their social status. There soc ial status is 

basica lly based on their economy. All of the nobles are invo lved in corruption and other soc ial 

ev il s. She said that such nob le have no respect before All ah. 

4.10 Multiple Identities 

A Pakistani citi zen is amalgam of more then one identity. The creation of Pakistan 'v\as based on 

slogan of Islam. But at present the Paki stani youth have forgot the slogan of Pakistan . The 

identity ofa chil d is assoc iated with hi s father. A child . in the ini tia l years of hi s age is known by 

the name of hi s Father. Later on he comes to know that he be longs to a particular caste and thus 

the caste becomes hi s or her identity. At next stage hi s identity is interlinked with hi s vill age and 

city. On becoming youth he comes to know that apalt from these. there are other identiti es as 

we ll whi ch are based on hi s or her mother tongue. region, rei igion. sect and etc. There comes a 

time when a Paki stani goes aboard there he rea li zed the ac tual wo rth on being a Paki stani . Li ving 

in Paki stan apart from other type of identi ties there are reli gious and sectari an identiti es as we ll. 

4.11 Ethno-nationalism and Identity 

There is a ro le of ethnicity in promoting ethno-nati onal behavior among Pak ista ni youth . There is 

a stron g sense of depri vation among Paki stani yo uth . At present the ethno-national movement are 

actua ll y cashing current situati on and are using Paki stani yo uth to bring them in the main streams 

of ethno-nationali st movements. These movements are based on ethno-lingual conlli cts. All of 

the respondents said that power is in the hand of big ti gures in Pakistan . The pO'vve r should be 

di ~ tributed to grass root leve l. 
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A respondent said that in a ll areas of Paki stan the masses have been deceived during the last 64 

yCOl rs. He said that when peop le want their ri ghts, the ri ghti sts call such movement for ri ght as 

"ethno-national movements". He sa id that , the demand of a ncw province is basically the res ult 

of identity cri ses in Pak istan. The Punjabi and S,.iaki are two different cultures. He sa id to talk 

abo ut the basic ri ght of identity is not a crime. It is not against any of the law of thi s world . He 

said that acco rding to the teachings of Islam, to ca ll some one by hi s or her ni ck name is a ·Sin '. 

rurthermore, he sa id that the free mi xing of different tribes is a soc ial crime. 

Within Pakistan the youth 's identity is associated with their language. The languagc has strong 

innuence on ident ity. During field work it was strongly obse rved that Paki stani yo uth prefers to 

ta lk in the ir mother tongue. A respondent sa id that in federal capital of Paki stan therc is a strong 

influence of ethnic behavior. The employees prefer the peop le of their own ethn ic gro up for the 

purpose of recruitment in their organi zations. In such a situat ion there is no concept of' merit. The 

merit li es far away. To promote any ethnic group is a so rt of co rruption. He sa id that these arc 

ethno-nationalists who are responsible for promoting ethno-nationali st behavior among Pakistani 

youth . 

4.1 1.1 Identity in Islamabad 

In Islamabad the identity of Paki stani yo uth is primarily assoc iated with their mother tongue . 

U,.du Speaking. Sidhi. Baluchi, Punjabi. Samiki. Pushlao. Kashmi,.i and Gilgili are the major 

ethno-lingual groups in Islamabad. The Paki stani youth belonging to any of the et hno- lingual 

group get favor from their community members. There is a race in all publi c and pri vate 

institutions ex isting in Islamabad to recruit the peop le on the bas is of ethni city. 

The sectarian identity is onl y amo ng Shia and Aghakhani yo uth. The Shia community has some 

soc ial group i.e. Imamia Organi zation and Imami a Students Organi zation. These groups are ve ry 

active in adjusting their yo uth in different orga ni zations. The Shia youth are connected with their 

community. Rests of the sectarian groups are not as much active in order to obl ige as Shia 

c.ol11munity is. 
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The geographical identity is connected with the provinces and fed erall y ad ministrated areas o t' 

Paki stan . But the ethno-lingual identity is morc powerful than geographica l identity. For examplc 

the youth belonging to PlInjab province have two different identiti es . The geographi c identity 01' 

the residence of Punjah provi nce is Punjabi . But on the basis of ethno-I ingual identity the youth 

is di vided in Samiki and PlInjabi. Because of the ethno-lingual identity the importance or 
geographic identity has decreased. Th is is the ethno-lingual identity of' yo uth which is promoting 

the cthno nationali st behavior among Paki stani yo uth . 

4.12 Concept of Identity Abroad 

b utside the country the on ly identity of Paki stani yo uth is Pakistani . Onl y fo ur of thc 

respondents said that they had visited abroad. All of the respondents sai d that when they "vere 

abroad at that time they came to know the importance of being Paki stani . The respondent felt 

proud on green Paki stani pass port. A respondent said that, on her visit to Iran she observed that it 

was Pakistani fla g which was giving her respect and identity. She sa id that. e\'ery Paki stani 

shou ld respect hi s or her actual identi ty whi ch is Pakistani rather than something else. 

4.13 Concealing Identity 

The identiti es are based on language, cast, re li gion, sect, geography and etc. Paki stc:mi yo uth do 

concea l their identities on ce t1ain basis. The top most reason to concea l the identity is the threat 

of loss of life, Youth most of the times conceal their religious identity and sectarian identity. The 

lingui stic identity is also being concea led among Pak istani youth . Onl y those respondents who 

had faith on Shia Reli gious sect said that they concea led their identity. The lingui sti c ident ity is 

concealed among the Persian speaking yo uth of Pakistan. Most of the Persian speaking 

popu lation is li ving in Baluchi stan where they are being ki ll ed in target killings. 

A respo ndent, belonged to Parachinar. sa id that in their area the Shia community is being kill ed 

in sectari an viol ence. In Parachinar (Area of KlIrm/11 Agency) Shia community is in minority. 

Shia cOlllmunity wants their surviva l. He sa id that when their Shia community moves towards 

Peshawar in pub lic or private transport. thcy have to conceal their identity. He said that it 
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happened with him that when he was on hi s way to home i.e from Peshawar to Parachinnar. 

during the journey so me people stopped thei r ve hicle and started to check the Nationa l Identi ty 

Cards . They wanted to /ind out any Shia to kill. li e sa id that as Parachinar is situated in Agency 

so there is no proper law and order situati on. Furthermore. he said that the Shia concea l their 

identity on the bas is of their sectarian teaching. Shia yo uth arc told if there comes a situati on in 

whi ch some one feels seri ous threa t to hi s or her life than to concea l the identity becomes 

obli gatory. 

A fe male respondent, be longed to Quetta. said that she is a Persian speaking girl. She said in 

Quetta the Persian spea king are being kill ed in target ki Ilings. The areas are di vided in Quetla on 

the bas is of ethno-li ngual identity. The Persian speaking are prohibited to go to Pakhlno and 

Ball/chi speaking areas. She sa id that when a situation comes their community members conceal 

their identity. 

Thc people ofG il git Ba lt istan also conceal their re li gious and sectarian identi ty. Apart form thi s 

people get undue favo r just because of their secta rian identity. 

4.14 Youth and Satisfaction 

Paki stani youth have different leve l of sati sfaction with their ri ghts. duti es. justi ce .. publi c 

poli c ies, politi cal s ituation of Paki stan and patrioti sm. During the fi eld work, whil e co nducti on 

the in -depth interviews and foc us group di scuss ion the sati sfaction of yo uth over difl'erent issues 

was inquired. The results of such questi ons are bri e fl y di scussed below: 

4.14.1 Satisfaction over Rights 

During ti e ld wo rk di fferent statements were presented to the respondents. In response of these 

statements the respondents gave their views. In Paki stan there is no equality. The masses are 

di vided in castes, tribes and classes. The class system is bringing a paradigm shift in the soc iety. 

The economic status of the peopl e has di vid ed them in different classes. The constituti on o r 

Paki stan says that the peo ple of Paki stan are equal. But the ground realiti es are tota ll y oppos ite. 
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There is inequality at each leve l. The inequality starts from mi cro leve l. At house hold leve l there 

is ineq uality between male and femal e. Then there is inequality in soc iety. There ex ists a 

hi erarchy of castes in the soc iety. The child ofa supreme caste has superiority over the child ora 

lower caste. The caste and class system is the responsible for the soc ial ineq uality. In c lass 

system there ex ists no concept of caste. In class system the respect of an indi vidual is based on 

hi s or her economic status. 

Pakistani youth are not sati s fi ed with the provI sIon of their ri ght s by the gove rnment. The 

Paki stani yo uth totall y di sagree with the fulfillment of thei r ri ght offreedom of express ion by the 

state given to them . The yo uth are of the view that the ri ght of freedom o r express ion is not being 

provided at any leve l. At household leve l the parents are not giving space to yo uth to ex press 

themselves. At the leve l of soc iety the senior generat ion is snubbing the ri ght of freedom of 

ex press ion of yo uth . Whi Ie at the state leve l the government is not providing any of the platform s 

to yo uth for freedom of express ion. There are va ri ous types of freedom or'express ion. The youth 

wa nts the freedom of e, press ion of their vo ice. The Pak istani youth wants their problems to be 

addressed by the state and their problems must be so lved. The youth are o f' the view that the
J 

can 

better express their problem themselves rather than any body else. 

In Paki stan justice is not being provided equall y. In Pakistan the people having hi gh SOCIO­

economi c status and hav ing deep roots in politi cs are influencing the right of justi ce . The courts 

do not fil e a case against such peo pl e who are having hi gh leve l of soc io-economic. reli gious or 

po liti ca l status. The courts on ly work for such class. There are so many deci sions of Supreme 

Co urt of Paki stan aga inst influential peoples that are yet to be impl emented. Paki stani youth are 

of the view that in Paki stan there are so many probl ems to getting .iusti ce for poor peopl e: 

"./usti ce delay, the justice denied". 

A respondent sa id that the process o f justice is ve ry complex in Paki stan. The proce so l' justi ce 

is very simple and easy for those who have hi gh leve l of soc ia-econom ic and political status. The 

culprits di e in natural way. \,,,hil e the courts remain busy in hea ring the case even after the death 

o r culprits. 
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There is no sense of sec urity in Paki stan . The pJ'lmc responsibility of the state is to provide 

security of' life , prope11y and honor to masses. The sccurity is bei ng provided to the hi gh ofticia ls 

il,l Paki stan. Youth partl y agreed that in Paki stan the right of hea lth and education is being 

provided to almost every c iti zen. But the respondents sa id that the budget of' defense should bc 

decreased and should be spent for the betterment of hea lth ancl education. 

A respondent sa id that a hea lthy body contains a hea lthy mind . The hea lthy minds are short in 

Pak istan. The hea lth fac ili ties wi ll give birth to healthy mind . The education faci liti es will shape 

the hea lthy minds, thus Pakistan "viII shi ft: form deve lopi ng country to a deve loped country. 

4.14.2 Satisfaction ove.· Duties 

The Pakistani yo uth are of the view that they are not fu lfilling their dut ies as a citi zen. The yo uth 

are of the view that they do not kno\v their basic duties as a citi zen. To the extent they know 

about their dut ies as a citi zen is just based on their social knowledge and observation . Youth are 

not sati sfied with thi s statement that they are fu lfi lli ng a ll of their duties and responsibiliti cs as 

c iti zen of Pakistan. 

4.14.3 Public Policies 

All of respondent totall y disagreed with the notion that they respect the government institutions 

because the gove rnment institutions are work ing for masses. A gove rnment se rvant is basica ll y a 

pub I ic servant. A government servant gets hi s or her pay form the ' paid tax of publ ic . He or she is 

bound to serve as a pub li c servant. But in Pakistan the pub li c se rvants work for the public as if 

they are giving extra favor to public. In each of the government insti tution the government 

servants are taking bribes. With out paying bribe no body can get rid of. Pakistani yo uth are of 

the view that the government institutions do not deserve respect. But the masses are fo rced to 

respect the government institutions. Basica ll y thi s respect to the government institutions is based 

upon the nature and intensity of work. 
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;\ respond ent sa id that till the time a C0 l11111 0n ci ti zen has not gone through the process of just icc. 

for him the institution of po li ce and judiciary are respectable. But once a citizcn has go nc 

through the system the rca lity is di sc losed to him . Hc sa id that thi s case is not on ly associa ted 

with po lice and judiciary but same is the case with other government institutions. 

All of the respondents agreed that invo lvement of youth in po lit ics can bring change in county. 

Pak istan i yo uth are of the view that the hi gh officials invo lved in policy mak ing lor yo uth and 

rest of the country, have outdated knO\,vledge . The rea liti es at nati onal and international leve l 

keep on changing day by day . Bes id es these uneducated po liticians hav ing no ori entat ion 

regarding policy mak ing for yo uth and rest o r the country, these po liticians are invo lved in hi gh 

leve l of co rrupti on and are abusing their power. Youth must use the ri ght of vote in ri ght 

d irection. The yo uth l11ust e lect those representa ti ves who have capabi lity to represent the l11asses 

and specia ll y the yo uth . The elected representat ives of masses are busy in dea li ng with their 

personal problems rather than dea ling with the prob lems of masses. 

4.14.4 Political Situation 

Paki stani yo uth are not sati s fi ed with the po l iti ca l situation of Paki stan. Paki stani yo uth are o r the 

view that at present onl y co rrupt po li ticians are representing Pakistan . Ta lking abo ut the political 

situation of Paki stan a respondent sa id that accord ing to her view there is no concept or 

reconci li ation in po li tics. But this po liti ca l reconcili at ion has brought Pakistan and the Paki stan i 

nati on on the verge of di straction . She said that the opposition party as important as gove rnment. 

It is opposition party who comes fort h and inquires about the issues. Opposit ion party puts 

pressure on government. The rea l oppositi on cannot be fl'iendl y. The oppos iti on is the watchdog 

of government. In response the government has some fears fro m the opposition party. But in the 

current po li tical situati on of the state there ex ists no opposition party in the parli ament o f' 

Paki stan . Accord ing to the respondent the frie ndly oppos ition is in fact no opposi tion. 

Furthermore. she sa id that at present the po litica l situati on o f' Pakistan is wo rst ever. The current 

democratic government has fai led to solve the internal di spu tes of the country and has stucked on 

in ternat ional issue of war against terror. 
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4.15 Patriotism 

The corruption . briber, nepoti sm, favo riti sm. injustice, unemployment and a ll other soc ial ev il s 

have a strong impact of the patriotism of Pakistani youth. Pakistani yo uth are fac ing these soc ial 

ev il s. The Pakistani youth belonging to Baluchi stan province are facing the issue of ri ghts. That 

is .why the Ball/chi yo uth do not consider the Pakistan their coulltry. The Paki stani youth 

hes itates to lay down their life for Paki stan in even and odd situation. 

Table No. 4.4 Youth 's Level of Patr-iotis llI 

Sr. No_ Sacrifice of Life for Palds tan No. of Respondent.s Percentage 

1 Agreed 10 40 

2 Some what Agreed 08 32 

3 Disagreed 04 16 
-~ 

4 Some what Agreed 03 12 
-

Tota l 25 100 

Source: Field Data Ma rch-J ul y 2011 

In the above tab le the leve l of patriotism of Pakistani youth is mentioned. According to the fie ld 

data Pakistani youth hes itates to give up their li fe far Pakistan. In thi s tabl e the number of' 

respondent and the percentage is mentioned. Thi s shows the leve l of patrioti sm of Pakistani 

yo uth for Pakistan. The true patriotic behav ior is to sac rifi ce for the country. But onl y forty 

percent of the respondents where those. who sa id that they wo uld sac rifi ce their life f'a r Pakistan 

in even and odd situat ion. 

Table No. 4.5 PI'oud on bein g Paldstani 

S r . No. Proud on bein g Paldstani No. of Res pondents Percentage 

1 Agreed 07 28 

2 Some what Agreed 0::1 12 
-

3 Disagreed 09 36 

4 Some w hat Agreed 06 24 

Total 25 100 

Source: Field Data March-July 2011 
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During fi eld work a question was posecl to the respondents: are they proud about being 

Pakistani? The result of thi s question is given in the form of qualitative data in the above table. 

The leve l of patriotism has dec reased among Pakistani yo uth. The reasons behind this patriotic 

cri sis have been di scussed ea rli er in chapter number three and chapter number f'our of thi s 

l1"lanLlsc ript. 
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Chapter No.5 

Conclusion 

Citi zenship is a broader concept. Im portant aspects of citizenshi p were di scussed during thi s 

resea rch ' in order to know the perception ok Paki stani yo uth abo ut the broader concept of 

c iti zenship . The most important sub-co ncepts of thi s broadcr concept are citi zenship ri ghts. 

duti es, the identity of citi zen. equality in soc iety. justi ce and the role of civics ed uca ti on for 

promoti on of citi zenshi p or civic behav ior \.vere the part of thi s resea rch. The knowledge of these 

concepts shows that an indi vidual has deep concerns abo ut hi s or her citi zenship and identity. 

The concept of citi zenship is a lso interlinked with poli tics. The interest of Paki stani yo uth in 

politi cs was also di scussed. 

Pak istan is one of the deve loping countries . Like other deve lopi ng co untri es of the wo rld . 

Paki stan is a lso the victim of identity crises. In the result of identity crises the ethno-nat ionali st 

movements emerges. It is also the case in Pakistan that severa l ethno-nationa list movemcnts arc 

act ive to gain the identity for each of the ethni c group. It takes a long time to make an ideology. 

The instab ility of democracy and the rule of dictatorship in Pakistan has played a vita l role in 

shaping the ideology of ethno-nationa li sm in Pakistan. We can not exc lude thi s factor at any 

cost. Citizenship gives the concept of unity. But due to the emergence of different ethno­

J at ional ist movements, based on ethno- I i ngual identity. have promoted the concept 0 I' 

i nd i vid ual i stic behav ior among Pak istan i yo uth. Thi s has affected the nationa I identity as 

"Pak istani". 

As cit izenshi p is a broader concept but Paki stani youth spec iall y. have a cursory knowledge 

abo ut thi s concept. During fi e ld work none of respondent gave a bri ef de finition of citi zenship . 

The yo uth know very li tt le about the qua li ti es of a good citi zen. FurthermoJ:e. when we move 

towards the duti es and ri ghts of a c it izen, here aga in it becomes clear that Paki stani yo uth havc 

li ttl er knowledge about their duties and ri ghts. Thi s situation raise a question that why Paki stani 

nation particularly Paki stani youth do not know or kno w little about the qualiti es of a good 

citizen. ri ghts and duti es of a citi zen? To answer thi s quest ion it was describe.c1 that the civic 

ed ucation plays a vit a l ro le to provide knowledge o r citi zenship among yo uth r·l·om primary leve l. 
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Ed ucational system of Pakistan is not effecti ve fo r civics knowledge. The pri l1l ~rily problem or 
eciucat ional system fo r not be ing ab le to de liver knowledge about ci tizenshi p i~ sy ll abus. The 

contents of the syll abus from primary to matricu lat ion leve l do not acknowledge citi7enshi p. The 

subj ect of civics studies is part of syll abus at intermedi ate leve l and status of th is subject is 

optiona l. Thi s is a thought provoking dil emma. The subject of civics educati on should be 

deli ve red to Paki stani nation in fo rmal or info rmal way. As far as the formal way is concerned it 

is 'system of educati on. The knowledge o f c iti zenship must be included in the contents of 

syllabus from primary to matri cul ati on leve l. The optional status of civics education should be 

changed from optional to compul sory. So that yo uth and the upcoming generati on would know 

about their ri ghts, duti es and kno w about concerned authoriti es that are res ponsible fo r prov iding 

ri ghts to Paki stani masses . 

After sy ll abus and system of education a teacher has an impoltant ro le in promotion citi zenship 

or civic behav ior among yo uth . At every stage of life an indi vidual has different leve l of ri ghts 

and duti es. A teacher is one who has gone through almost a ll of the stages o f li fe . At grass roo t 

leve l the issues is that teacher have more or little knowledge in thi s rega rd. But teacher is not 

delivering the soc ial and spec iall y the citizenshi p knowledge to students. From my point of view 

this is a moral, soc ial and ethica l corruption and as well as corrupti,on of the duties for which he 

is getting paid . The behav ior of most of the teachers is to produce scholars not to prod uce good 

citizens. Teachers pay attention to teach the s u~j ects at their tuition centers. At jobs, at schoo l 

teachers go for purpose to make their role present, so that they may get their pay. There is a dire 

need for monitoring of teachers. I n Paki stan at present government, private and Madrassa system 

of ed ucati on are acti ve. None ofthese; in fact del iveri ng the knowl edge of citi zensh i p awareness. 

The government system of education can wo rk best for delivering citi zenship kno'vV ledge, but it 

requires so many reform s at grass root leve l. The sy ll abus should be same in all of the education 

systems. There should be refresher courses for teachers. so teac hers can be familiar with subj ec t. 

The secondary factor responsible for shaping citi zenship behavior among yo uth is informal 

institution i.e domesti c training. The bas ic issue is to kn ow the ri ghts and duti es as a citi zen. The 

parents themse lves have a littler knowledge about their ri ghts and duti es, so they are not 
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deliveri ng the knowledge of citizenship to their children. The low leve l of literacy alllong senior 

generation is also a hurdl e in promotion citizenship behav ior among yo uth . Apal1 from thi s the 

soc ial knowledge is concerned. it is a lso not being de livered to youth. At informal institutions i.e 

household there ex ist a generation gap. Due to the generational gap the re occurs a very low leve l 

of interaction between senior and junior generation. Due to this the seni or and junior generat ion 

does not exchange their views and knowledge rega rdi ng citizenship awa reness. 

At present bribery, co rruption. inequali ty, injusti ce and a ll other social ev il s ex ist in Pakistan . 

Poverty is increas ing day by day. An individual has to fi ghts to get ri ghts. Rights and duties is a 

two way process. Ri ghts are not being providing to Paki stani yo uth . In the respo nse Paki stani 

yo uth is not fulfilling their duti es. Not to menti on getting ri ghts, even yo uth do not know abo ut 

their ri ghts as citi zen. The increas ing unempl oyment rate is giving bil1h to ti'ustrnt ion among 

yo uth. Yo uth do not have freedom of express ion at any leve l. 

The rights of the masses have always been snubbed . Economicall y, socially. politicall y and 

re li giously influential people arc playing with ri ghts and emotions of cOlllmon citizens. 

According to the concept o r citi zenship unequa l citizens should be treated equal ly. In Paki stan 

there is no concept of equal ity. There is inequity in Paki stan on the basis of social status. politica l 

status, economic status, re li gious states. ethni c diversity, ethno-lingual ide ntity and etc. The 

powerless and poor peop le of Pakistan are being buri ed along with their ri ghts. 

A ,soc iety in whi ch people are not being provided rights by the state or power holders and the ri se 

in unempl oyment rate gives birth to crimes. If such a deplorable situati on persists the same for n 

long, than the crime rate increases to hi gh leve l. Due to the increase in crime rate the leve l o r 

corrupti on and bribe increases accordingly. 

Yo uth were and will be an important 1110st hUl11 an capital in the world . Thi s most important 

human capital is being mi sled by the Paki stani politicians. Pakistani yo uth do not know the 

importance of their partic ipation in politi cs. Yo uth ri ght of vote is being abused by the senior 

generation. The po li cies are not being chalked ou t to utili ze the 1110st important hUll1 nn capital in 

89 



ri ght direction. The prev ious governments of Paki stan gifted a sense of deprivation to Paki stani 

yo uth . Most of the popul ation of Pakistan is res ident of villages. The deve lopment is restri cted to 

c iti es. Schools and co ll eges ex ist at a considerab le di stance from vi ll ages. Thi s has ancl stil l is 

resulted in un-education . Youth have litt le awa reness about po li tics. whi ch is why yo uth cl o not 

kno\<',' their political importance and are being abused. Otherwi se a ~ iti zen is more pmverful than 

the gove rnment.i ust because 0 I' the power of vo te. 

Id entity crisis among Paki stani yo uth is most important iss ues for the progress and the prosperity 

o f Pakistan. Youth' s identity is assoc iated with the mother tongue, region, religion, sect. and etc. 

The identity as Paki stani is lack ing. As individuali stic behavior is a l'vvays assoc iated with 

individual s. Usuall y the indi viduali stic behavior do ex ist at micro leve l. At macro leve l the 

indi vidualistic behavior is associated with ethnic groups, whether based on religion , sect, mother 

tongue, region or any thing else. Every ethnic group thinks for its own betterment. No one thinks 

about Paki stan both at micro and macro leve l. Same behav ior can be observed among the 

po liti ca l parties of Paki stan. if we go through the hi story of Paki stan. Every di ctator and po litica l 

party worked on the marked lines of foreign powers in their tenure, but one thing was CO mIT10n, 

that was to abuse the most important human capital i. e yo uth . Being Paki stani is the prime 

responsibi li ty of every citi zen to work for development, betterment and prosperity of Pakistan. 

We damage the government and public property, keeping in view that it is state's propetiy. In 

fact we pay tax, so the property is our own and the state is the care taker of thi s property. 

At present the poor admini stration by government has fai led to win the emotions and sympathies 

o r Paki stani nation . The basic ameniti es of life are not being provided to the masses. Everyday 

strikes and ralli es are observed in different cities of Paki stan . The masses are eager to cla im their 

ri ghts. The corruption is at its peale These strikes and rallies are giving a sil ent message of 

revolution. On one hand Baluch Nationalist do not own Pakistan as the 'r country. On the other 

hand. people are protesting to get basics ri ghts of justice, security. necess iti es of lil.'e, equality. 

employment. identity and etc. Keeping in mind thi s situation. I think that thi s. situation can lead 

towards revolt in the country. Paki stan i med ia is propagating the situat ion and is ac ti ve to li ght 

the fire for bringing revolt. The government should take steps to defuse the situat ion and provide 

ri ghts to the masses, espec iall y yo uth . 
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The en tire situation discussed in thi s chaptcr is thc reason to promotc hate redncss for Paki stan 

among Pakistani yo uth . Even our higher educated yo uth do not consider Pakistan as a state. They 

do not consider Pakistani mas<;es as a nation. They consider Pakistani citi zens as ·crowd'. They 

consider Pakistan as a co lony of America and the Pakistani nation as subjects of Amcri ca. There 

was a time when Pakistani citizen \vished to sacrifice their li fe for Pakistan. At present due to all 

of the instable situat ions. as discussed in thi s d issertat ion, Pakistani yo uth hes itates to sac rifi ce 

their life for Pakistan. The situat ion is in fact at its worst and yo uth do not fee l proud abo ut being 

Paki stani like in 1965. Thi s is a question mark for our po liticians, bureaucracy, planning . 
commi ssion, law enforcement agencies, judiciary and all other gove rnment institutions. 
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Age 

Educatio n 

Po li tical Affi li at ion 

Marital Status 

Interview Guide 

Section 1 
Pe.·ception of Citizenship 

I. What do YO LI think who can be a c iti zen? 

2. What are the qua li ti es of a good citi zen citi zen? 

Sex 

Ethnic Group/Province 

Occupation 

Religious Sect 

3. Do you think, the qua li ti es yo u told Paki stani yo uth possess these quali t ies? 

4. Do you possess these qua li ti es of a citi zen? 

5. What is the ro le of a c itizen in prosperit y of country? 

6. What do yo u think arc the ri ghts of' a cit izen? 

7. Has a cit izen any dut ies? 

8. Do yo u get yo ur rights at yo ur home? 

Yes No Explain 

9. Are yo ur ri ghts being prov ided to yo u as a citi zen? 

Yes No Explain 

10. What do yo u th in k who is responsibl e fa r the provi sion of yo ur ri ghts? 

1 I . Do you think government is providing rights to its citi zens? 

Yes No Ex plain 

12. What issues. do YO ll think are causing hurd le in fulfilling you r ri ghts? 
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13. What do you th in k should be the expected duties of a citi zen? 

14. Are people fulfilling their duti es in current circumstances? 

Yes No Explain 

15. Are yo u ful filling yo ur duties? 

Yes No ex pl ain 

16. Are you aware of yo ur du ties at yo UI' home? 

Yes No Expl ain 

17. What is yo ur understanding about the freedom of ex press ion? 

18. Does a citi zen have freedom of express ion in our society? 

Yes No Exp lai n 

19. Is yo ur opini on considered at home? 

Yes No Ex plain 

20. Should yo uth have the ri ght of speech? 

Yes No Exp lain 

2 1. Does youth have freedom of ex press ion in our soc iety? 

Yes No Explain 

22. Does freedom of express ion have any. pos iti ve or negati ve, effec t on character 0 1" youth? 

Yes No Explain 

23. What is your ro le in do mesti c issues? 

24. Being citizen what is you r ori entation about your ri ghts and duti es? 

25. How do you spend yo ur day? 
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2G. What do yo u clo in yo ur leisure time? 

Section 2 
Role of Education 

1. Where did your schoo ling take pl ace? 

A) Government B) Private C) From Some one Home D) Madrassa F,) any other 

2. What are the benefits o f' go ing to sc hoo l? 

A) Reading and writing c) skill d) .fob e) any thing else 

3. How schoo ling has e fTec ted your life? 

Probe: work, good life. hea lth . va lues 

4 . Was there any th ing you wanted to lea rn but co uld not do so at schoo l? 

5. How much current education sys tem is effec tive to develop the idea or ci ti zenship 

in Pakistan? 

6. Which type of educational system is effecti ve [or ci ti zenship awareness in 

Pakistan? 

(a) Government system (b) private system (C) Madrassa system (D) Any other 

7. What is the role of teachers for the awareness of citi zenship among youth? 

8. What should be the role of teachers for awareness of citi zenship among youth? 

9. Qo you think the sy ll abus till matri culation is helpful in avva reness of citi zenship 

behavior? 

Yes No Ex plain 
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10. At which level the subj ec t of civics being taught in your area? 

(A) Primary (8) metric (C) Intermediat e (D) Graduations (E) No (F) Don"t 

Know 

1 I. Is the subject of Civics compul sory in your area? 

12. Why do students opt for the subject of Civics? 

13. Do you think the subj ec t of Civics shou ld be compu lsory from pr im ary leve l? 

Yes No Explain 

14. What do you think is more important. sy ll abus or domestic training, in shap ing 

good cit izenship behaviorT 

15. What is the source of awareness about c iti zenship at your home? 

(A) Newspaper (B) Radio (C) Telev ision (D) Soc iety (E) Any other r':xp lain 

16. Do you think that there is any role of education in crea ting awareness alll ong 

youth? 

Section 3 
Participation in Politics 

I . Do you have any interest in polit ics? 

2. How important is participation of youth in po liti cs? 

3. Under whi ch category Panchyal or Jirga fall s? 

A) Politica l 8) Judicial C) Economi c D) Any other 

4. What is yo ur understanding abo ut Panchayal and Po litics? 

5. Whi ch one do you consider more effecti ve for justice? 

A) Panchayat 8) Government C) Any other Expla in Please 
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6. Are you part of Ponch),ol or .!irgo'? 

7. Do you have freedom of speech in T'onchyal of.!irga? 

8. When Panchyal takes its decision whose opinions are heard the most? 

9. What is the importance of cast ing vote? 

10. To what extant our education system educates abo ut politics? 

A) Function of Govern ment. 8) Casting vote. C) Tak ing part in Panchyal . D) Freedom of 

express ion E) any othe r please exp la in 

II . Do yo u di scuss political affairs? 

Yes No Explain 

12 . If yes than w ith whom? 

13. Are you encouraged by your family to participate in politics? 

Yes No Exp lain 

14. Have you ever been involved in any group activity? 

Yes No 

15. What kind of activity that was 

A) Reli gious 8) Youth C) Sports C) Festivals D) Po li tica l E) Any other 

16. What was your ro le? Expla in 

17. Whom do you think is more powerful? 

A) C iti zen 8) Government C) or any other Exp la in Please 
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Section 4 
Concept of Identity 

I. What is yo ur mother To ngue? 

2. What is the role of mother tongue to demonstrate identity? 

3. Is your identity integrated/dependent \vith your 111 0ther tongue? 

4. What is yo ur caste? 

5. Does there ex ist a hi erarchy in our soc iety based on caste system? 

6. Are castes indi cators of our identity? 

7. What defi nes your identi ty in your native area? 

A) Caste 8) Profession C) Language D) Religious Sect E) Any other 

·S. What is your identity while li ving in Islamabad? 

Probe: Caste 8 ) Profess ion C) Language D) Reli gious Sect E) Province F) City Ci)Any 

other 

9. Do you think identity is necessa ry? 

Yes No 

10. 1 f yes then why? 

I 1. Have yo u ever vi sited abroad? 

Yes No 

12. If yes what was yo ur identity in abroad? 

13. I-lave you ever felt hesitati on to express an y or your identities? 

Yes No explain 
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Section 5 

I . In Paki stan everyone has equal rights. 

Agree (totall y) Agree (little) Disagree (a littl e) 

2. You have full ri ght of tJ·eedol11 of expression. 

Agree (tota ll y) Agree (litt le) D isagree (a littl e) 

3. There is no injusti ce in Paki stan. 

Agree (totally) Agree (little) Di sagree (a litt le) 

4. The process of justi ce is ve ry simple in Pakistan 

Agree (tota ll y) Agree ( li ttle) D isagree (a littl e) 

5. Tn Paki stan justice is be ing prov ided equall y to every citi zen . 

Agree (tota lly) Agree (little) D isagree (a little) 

6. There is no ineq uality in Paki stan. 

Agree (tota ll y) Agree (li ttle) D isagree (a littl e) 

7. In Pakistan security is being providing to every c iti zen. 

Agree (tota ll y) Agree (littl e) Disagree (a littl e) 

8. State is providing you fu ll ri ghts to its c iti zens. 

Agree (totally ) Agree (littl e) Disagree (a littl e) 

9 . There is equality in the soc iety . 

Agree (tota lly) Agree ( li tt le) Disagree (a littl e) 

D isagree (tota ll y) 

Di sagree (to tal 

D isagree (to ta ll y ) 

Di sagree (tota ll y) 

Disagree (tola ll y) 

Disagree (tota ll y ) 

Disagree (tota ll y) 

Disagree (totall y ) 

Disagree (totally) 

10 . Tn Pakistan the ri ght of hea lth and education is be ing provided to every c iti zen. 
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• Agree (totally) Agree (little) Disagree (a littl e) Disagree (total ly) 

11. Everyone has right of housing and property in Pakistan. 

Agree (total 1 y) Agree (littl e) Disagree (a little) D isagree (total ly) 

12. Pakistan as a sovere ign state . 

Agree (totall y) Agree ( littl e) Disagree (a li ttle) Disagree (tota ll y) 

J 3. As a c iti zen you are fu lfi lling yo ur dut ies. 

Agree (tota lly) Agree (little) Disagree (a litt le) D isagree (to ta lly) 

14. You are sati sfi ed with the s tate's po lic ies of youth and c iti zens. 

Agree (tota ll y) Agree ( little) Disagree (a littl e) D isagree (to tall y) 

15. Youth's involvement in politics can bring change. 

Agree (totally) Agree ( li tt le) Disagree (a littl e) Disagree (tota ll y) 

16. You respect the government. institutions because they are working for yo u. 

Agree (totall y) Agree (littl e) Disagree (a little) Disagree (tota ll y) 

17.If there comes a s ituation you w ill g ive up yo ur life for Pakistan. 

Agree (totally) Agree (little) D isagree (a liltle) Disagree (tota lly ) 

18. You are proud on being a Pakistani. 

Agree (tota lly) Agree (litt le) Disagree (a li tt le) Disagree (tota ll y ) 
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